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Biographical Sketch

Joseph Lee Leach (1921-2011) was an author and professor of English at the University
of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). He received a B.A. degree from Southern Methodist
University and a Ph.D. from Yale University, where he was among the early graduates
in the American Studies Program. Leach served in the U.S. Army, enlisting in 1946,
and was stationed in post-war Japan. Upon his return, he began a thirty-eight year
teaching career in the English Department at Texas Western College (now UTEP). In
the early 1960s he served as the English Department’s chairman. He was a charter
member of the El Paso Historical Society, a member of the Downtown Rotary Club, the
Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, and St. Francis Episcopal Church where he sang in
the choir for many years. Leach is the author of several books: The Typical Texan:
Biography of an American Myth (1952); Bright Particular Star: the Life and Time of
Charlotte Cushman (1970); What Then Is the American, This New Woman? (1974); Sun
Country Banker: The Life and the Bank of Samuel Doak Young (1989).

Series Description or Arrangement
Materials were left in the order found by the archivist.

Dr. Leach primarily arranged his notes according to research project or book title. Some
of his notes are in chronological order or in chapter order.

Scope and Content Notes

These papers contain research notes for Dr. Leach’s four published books and two
unfinished book projects about Susan McSween (a pioneer woman) and Harriet Hosmer
(a neoclassical sculptor). Also included are some research materials in other media,
including photographic slides, microfilm, and audio tape. Most of his notes are undated
and some files were found empty by the archivist. Some of his notes contain copies of
newspaper clippings.

Provenance Statement

Deposited at the UTEP Library by Dr. Leach.

Restrictions

None.

Literary Rights Statement


http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/yale-university/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/rotary-international/

Permission to publish material from the Joseph Leach papers, must be obtained from
the C. L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El
Paso Library. Citation should read, Joseph Leach papers, MS455, C. L. Sonnichsen
Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library.

Notes to the Researcher

Dr. Leach’s notes were written or typed onto index cards or sheets of paper that were
cut to fit his file boxes.
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14 M SOURCES

14 IDEAS

BOX Index Title: Date
#15 Cards SUN COUNTRY BANKER PROJECT

15 1900 EMPTY
15 CHAPTER | EMPTY
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