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Mrs. Margaret  Candelar ia
August  5 ,  1976

by Oscar J.  Mart inez

M: Mrs- Cande' lar ia,  your husband was tel l ing me about the t ime of  the Revolut ion

here, how you left tr ' lexico and some of the experiences you had. Could

you ta ' l k  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  tha t?

we were very for tunate in not encounter ing bul lets,  real ]y,  but  we did

go through several  exper iences. For instance, when my father came to

work for  the Northwestern Madera Lumber company in Chihuahua, my sister and

I were at tending school  in Aguascal ientes,  so we stayed with my grandmother

and aunts to f in ish our school  year.  About that  t ime, the communicat ions

to the north of  Mexico were interrupted through the Revolut ion,  and we

went  th rough qu i te  a  few exper iences .  0 f  course ,  be ing  ch i ld ren ,  i t  was  a

la rk  fo r  us .  We d idn ' t  care  or  d idn ' t  know or  d idn ' t  exper ience the  hard-

ships that  the grownups had to go through. A11 we wanted was something to

eat '  to  P lay ,  and so  on ,  and i t  was  a l l  r igh t  w i th  us .  My grandmother  and

aunts ,  o f  course ,  be ing  in  Mex ico ,  hav ing  a  b ig  house w i th  a  pa t io  and a

backyard and another backyard,  they had chickens and rabbi ts,  and then the

on ly  th ing  tha t  we lacked and she had to  look  a f te r  was  our  mi lk ;  and o ther

things that she natura' l1y had to look for .  But then my older uncle,  Francisco

Tiscareno'  was in the north,  and my younger one had been taken by a revo]u-

t ionary general  as a chauffeur,  and he was stranded in Mexico c i ty.  And

iust  as the communicat ions started again f rom the north,  my uncle went for

us  to  Aguasca l ien tes  to  b r ing  the  who le  fami ly  to  Ch ihuahua.  For tunate ly ,

that  same night,  my younger uncle came to Aguascal ientes,  and we al l  got

together and came back. 0n the way from Aguascal ientes to Chihuahua, we

lef t  three locomotives on the way. That,s how bad things were. One was

turned over;  on another one the boi ler  had busted, and so on.

You mean, three of them broke down on the way?M:
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Yes, f rom Aguascal ientes to Chihuahua. One of  the turned-over cars was

a banana convoy, so we had fresh bananas. The people got of f  the cars and

traded or bought eggs and so on from people on the way, and they bui l t

f i res and we had food to eat.  But,  anyway, we got to Chihuahua. My mother

came from Madera and picked us up and we went back to Madera. That was the

end of  1914. By the way, when I  was in Aguascal ientes,  we were present ing

our exams for the th i rd grade when the revolut ionar ies got in,  and, natural ly,

they  were  aga ins t  the  Church .  Th is  was a  Catho l i c  co l lege,  and the  nuns

very quiet ' ly  shut the doors and the windows, and things were suspended. But

they  go t  in ,  peacefu l l y ;  there  wasn ' t  any  shoot ing .  Then wh i le  we were  in

Madera, i t  was dur ing the fal l  of  v i l la.  He was angered by the American

people let t ing 0rozco's forces go through 0j inaga and defeat him at  Agua

Prieta.  And my father was very part ia l  to Vi l la because on many occasions

he said that  he was a fa i r  man. But th is t ime he knew that Vi l la was af ter

the  sca lp  o f  the  Amer icans ,  so  he  sa id ,  "Mama,  I  th ink  I ,d  be t te r  leave

this town." And a t ra in was formed so anybody that wanted to leave, could.

And about 7 o 'c lock that night,  several  Americans lef t  Madera to come north.

A t  l l  o 'c lock ,  the  v i l la  peop ' le  s ta r ted  coming in ,  d r i f t ing  in .  I t  was

snowing heavi ly,  and those ppor young fe] low, they were hungry.  Most ly they

were from the south, they were not accustomed to the snow of the north;

and they would knock at  any house where they saw a l ight ,  asking for food

or shel ter .  0f  course, we weren' t  in a posi t ion f l to give them food],  we

were  a f ra id .  And mother  wou ld  say ,  , ,No,  th is  i s  no t  a  res taurant , 'and

so on .  But  we s tayed there  severa l  days  in  the  house,  and V i l la ' s  revo lu -

t ionar ies  came f th rough] .

Was this in Madera?
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C: Madera. And so one night the godfather of  ny brother Frank was afraid

for us to stay at  home without a male in the house, he said,  "You'd

better come to [my] house."  We lef t  that  n ight and went to s leep in his

house. 0f course, they had orders to quarter themselves in any empty

house, and they found our house empty so they broke in and stayed there. it

was a mess when Mother got there,  natural ly.  They were cooking tort i l las

and a whole piece of  bacon in the oven, and lard was dr ipping down on the

f loor.  I t  was a Corone' l  Bracamontes who was in charge there.  So he said,

"Senora,  we are not dis lodging people.  I ' . l1 be very glad to leave your

house,  ius t  g ive  me t ime. "  So they  d id .  And a f te r  tha tn  the  V i l la  peop le

lef t  the piace and Carranza's people got in.  And the same story-- they went

and let  themselves in the empty houses of  the Americans, as ordered. I

remember one funny incident.  I t {y brother Car los and mysel f  favor our father--

we were redheaded, f reckled--and they wouldn' t  let  us out,  being Americans

and a f ra id  o f  us  be ing  v ic t im ized.  One day  my l i t t le  b ro ther  was swing ing

on the fence door when one Camancista came and said,  "Are you a gr ingo?"

And ny poor brother sajd,  "  No, senor!"  (Laughter)  They would cut  the

electr ic i ty about 8 o 'c lock at  n ight and just  leave the power to work the

faro,  for  a l ight  that  goes around. Wel l ,  they lef t  that  so they would be

searching. And then the fel low who was at  the tower wou' ld phone and say,

"There  i s  a  g roup  coming  th is  way .  We don ' t  know i f  i t ' s  V i l l i s tas  o r  wha t . "

And everybody would get up and make lunch, or put extra c lothing on to

run of f  to the s ierras.  I  don' t  know where we would hide. But anJnvay, af ter

a whi le,  he would phone and say, "No, they probably were cowboys, vaqueros,

and they have lef t . "  And i t  was a lark for  us chi ldren. But,  anyway, at

the end of  19. |6,  boxcars were assembled and of fered for any of  the fami l ies
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that wanted to leave. So we decided to come north,  s ince we hadn' t  heard

from Father.  In fact ,  there was a big scare at  one t ime, when those 16

Anrer icans were k i l led in Santa Isabel  .  IW father,  for tunately,  was not

awakened by the at tendant at  the hotel ,  and he missed the train.

Was he supposed to go on that t ra in?

Yes, he was try ing to reach the fami iy one way or another.  So as he

reached the stat ion,  the t ra in had departed, so he missed that t ra in.

And Mother didn' t  know about i t .  She knew that he was try ing to reach us,

bu t  i t  was  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  Then,  peop le  there  lackedoneth ing  or  another ,

but they would share.  The men would go up in the s iema and hunt,  and br ing

honey and wi ld turkeys; or somebody wou' ld k i ' l l  a pig,  and share i t  wi th

others. Then farmers would come and exchange for what we had with what

they had with them. The on' ly th ing I  lacked was good shoes. I  was accustomed

to wear ing American-made shoes, and they didn' t  have them. Then, of

course, the t ra in was made up and we were seven fami l ies in one boxcar

leav ing  fo r  Juarez .  Mother  had jus t  a  b ig  t runk ,  her  sewing  mach ine ,  and

some mattresses put in the t ra in car for  us.  I t  took several  days,  I

forget how many, to come from Madera to Juarez. As we had to come through

C_umbres, the train had to be sl owly taken car by car by a engr  ne

M:

C:
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up and down, switchback, s ince the big tunnel  had been burned, for  the

rai l road to go through. so when we came to Juarez,  my father met us and

brought us over here.

No trouble on the way?

No, no trouble on the way.

tr las that  a big adventure for  you as a chi ld?

Yes, i t  was. There were several  instances, but l ike I  said,  we were very
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for tunate that  e i ther the batt le had been over when we got to a c i ty,  or

i t  took p ' lace af ter .  L ike the big campaign where Vi l la was defeated in

the  south  by  0bregon,  i t  was  a f te r  we le f t  Aguasca l ien tes .  And in  Ch ihuahua,

every t ime that they came in or went,  we didn' t  happen to be in the c i ty

o f  Ch ihuahua.  So,  i t  wasn ' t  too  bad fo r  us ,  We d id  w i thout  sugar ,  we

d id  w i thout  the  proper  c lo th ing  and so  on  (1 ike  I  ment ioned the  shoes) ,  bu t

we were fortunate.

And your father was already here in El  Paso?

Yes,  he  was here .

He met you in Juarez?

He met  us  in  Juarez ,  go t  one o f  the  l i t t le  apar tments  ren ted  fo r  us ,  un t i l

he got a iob wi th American Smelter in 1917 and went back to Mexico.  He

worked for the American Smelter unt i l  the Depression, when people started

be ing  la id  o f f .  I  was  a l ready  a  p r iva te  nurse  w i th  a  home here  in  E l

Paso, and my father came to l ive wi th me.

Did you go back to Mexico wi th your father?

We1],  yes,  in 
' |9. |7,  

af ter  Father went to work for  the Amerjcan Smelter,  in

a few weeks we went back and l ived in Chihuahua. My father then was moved

f rom p lace  to  p lace :  Mex ico  c i ty ,  Monter rey ,  Monc lova ,  Ros i ta ,  and so  on ;

but we stayed in Chihuahua as we had missed so much school ing and Mother

saw what  i t  was .  so  dur ing  the  second ep idemic  o f  the  f lu  in  1920,  my

mother died from f1u pneumonia.  My father was at  that  t ime in Monterrey.

He came over and we were undecided i f  to go with him or come to l ive in

the States wi th an aunt of  ours.  But we saw the advantage of  having the

chi ldren at tend American schools,  s ince we were an American fami ly,  and

decided to come to reside in El  Paso. s ince ]920 we have been here.  I

have vis i ted Mexico.  I  worked a year wi th the United Sugar Company as a nurse

M:

C:
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fo r  the  hosp i ta l  in  Moch is .  But  a j1  my 1 i fe ,  s ince  1920,  I , ve  been a

res ident  o f  E l  Paso.

[,r|as your father an engineer?

No, he was a carpenter,  and foreman of  the car repair  shops, f i rst  for

the rai l roads that were turned over to the Mexican Government,  then he

worked with the Madera Lumber company and was la id of f  by the Revolut ion

and circumstances. That 's when he came to El  paso in about 
.19. |6.  

I

guess  i t  was  the  beg inn ' ing  o f  the  year ,  because l i ke  I  sa id ,  i t  was

snowing;  o r  the  end [o f  the  year ] .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  remember  exac t  da tes .

But anywa.Y, he worked for the American Smelter f rom l917 unt i l  the De- -

p ress ion ,  ' 33  o r  ' 34 .

He was la id  o f f  in  Ch ihuahua?

Yes .

Did they lay of f  a lot  of  Americans, or were they laying of f  everybody?

Everybody, everybody; t t  was just  a general  1ay-of f .  And they were nice.

They l iked my father very much because he was such an honest,  hard-working

man. And even when he was herer vedFS later,  they would have him go on

purchasing tr ips to Chicago and St.  Louis for  th ings that they needed for

the  ra i l road in  the i r  p laces  in  Mex ico ,  the  cars  they  were  work ing  on .

When he was la id  o f f ,  w i th  the  hopes o f  the  work  ca tch ing  up  aga in . . .  They

would lay them off  wi th three month's pay, as the Mexican law required. But

for him they made i t  hal f  pay for  s ix months,  t ry ing to lengthen the t ime

and see i f  th ings  wou ld  s t ra igh ten  up .

So in 1920 you came back here and you went to school here?

I had f in ished my pr imary and secondary school  in Mexico,  and so I  entered

Providence Memoria ' l  Hospi ta l  Training Schooi ,  and graduated from there.

M;

C:
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CANDELARIA, Margaret

How long d id  i t  take  you to  ge t  your  nurs ing  degree?

Three years.

And you pract iced nursing here most of  your l f fe?

Yes,  I 'm a  Reg is te red  Pr iva te  Nurse .  I  s t i l l  keep my reg is t ra t ion .

She pract iced on me when I  was in the hospi ta l  wi th a ruptured appendix.

That ' s  where  I  met  her .  (Chuck les)

That 's  where  you met ,  in  the  hosp i ta l .

Yes .  A f te r  I  g raduated ,  I  d id  a  l i t t le  p r iva te  du ty ,  surg ica l  nurs ing

and so  on ;  and l i ke  I  sa id ,  one year  as  a  nurse  in  charge o f  the  Moch is

hospi ta l  that  the sugar company had at  that  t ime, under Dr.  West.  Then

I  came back .  A f te r  I  go t  mar r ied ,  dur ing  the  Depress ion ,  to  he lp  c i rcum-

stances I  went back to work at  a dol lar  a day, room and board.  But having

a husband,  a  fa ther ,  and two ch i ld ren  to  he lp  suppor t ,  i t  was  ra ther  tough.

In 1935, I  went to work for  the Ci ty Heal th Department jn Publ jc Heal th

and worked for almost 33 years there.  I  ret i red the lst  of  Apr i ' l  of  1968.

I  was very happy in my work in Publ ic Heal th.  There were so many changes,

start ing f rom taking care of  very s ick dehydrated diarrhea babies in the

Southside, to the modern ways of  prevent ive medicine.

I  guess you saw a lot  of  problems in the Southside dur ing your t ime as a

Pub l ' i c  Hea l  th  nurse .

Yes .  The th ings  tha t  were  done and improv ised. . .  I  worked under  Dr .  Ro l i ins ,

who was so char i table and a great physic ian.  He used to go out and del iver

bbb ies  in  the  houses  fo r  f i ve  do l la rs ,  and usua l ly  took  a  nurse  a long to

help him. We had so many things to improvise:  using orange crates to make

l i t t le  fu rn i tu re  p iecesn c rad les ;  co f fee  cans  fo r  po t t ies  fo r  the  bab ies ;

oh ,  so  many th ings .  And,  o f  course ,  we d ispensed the  f ree  mi lk  to  the  peop ' le .

M:
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CANDELARIA, Margaret

Do you remember any part icular ly interest ing cases of  fami l ies in the

Southside that faced heal th problems and other problems, and you went in

there to help out? Any incidents that  standout in your mind?

Wel '1,  for  one thing, I  remember a young bl ind,  woman that was marr ied to

a very o1d man' ,  and they had a chi ld every year.  I t  was very hard,  being

b l ind  and w i th  ch i ld ren  every  year  l i ke  tha t .  And we t r ied  to  he tp  her

and make her understand how to read the clock so she would manage to ' feed

the  ch i ld ren  a t  regu la r  in te rva ls ,  o r  hear ing  the  ch imes o f  the  church  re la te

to the hour of the day. There were sad cases. There was one woman that

I was trying to show how to make the formula for the baby. To shorten

niy t ime at  the house because I  had to bui ld f i re and al l ,  I  took water

from the cl in ic and showed her how to mix the formula and boi ' l  everything

for a 24'hour period. The next day that I went for a return demonstration,

she went ahead and took the water f rom the faucet and made her formula,  as

she made i t  [w i thout ]  us ing  the  bo i ' l  i ng  water ,  nor  bo i l  ing  any th ing .  The

baby d id  a1 i  r igh t ,  fo r tunate ly .

M: Do you remember any humorous exper iences whi le you were in the f ie ld?

C:  I ^ le l l ,  wou ld  i t  be  humorous  to  say  how a f ra id  o f  dogs  I  was? (Chuck les)

M: Is that  a problem for you?

C: Yesl  I  used to be scared to death of  dogs, and I  remember a house that I

had to v is i t  on Canal Streetn and they had a v ic ious female always si t t ing

by  her  l i t t le  house,  and t ied .  Th is  t ime I  went  there ,  and the  ga te  was

open a  l i t t le  b i t  and she was s ta r ing  r igh t  there ;  bu t  she  was lay ing ,  and

I  thought ,  we l lo  she must  be  t ied .  so ,  s lowly ,  I  g l ided  to  k ind  o f  shu t

the door before I  wouid cal l  the peop' le,  but  she was watching me. And

iust  as I  got  to the gate,  she jumped at  me, and I  screamed so hard that

I

M:
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I scared the dog and the dog scared me !

She  d idn ' t  b i te  you?

No, she jumped the fence and ran across

Were there other nurses doing the same

El Paso and helping out that  way?

(LaUghter)

the canal  !

t h ing  as  you rse l f ,  go ing  to  Sou th

0h, yes.  At f i rst ,  there was a very short  number of  nurses. I  th ink there

were three or four [ in]  the Chi ld/Materni ty Div is ion.  At the t ime the

school  nurses were under a di f ferent jur isdict ion.  Then Dr.  McCammet

enlarged the number of  nurses and that 's when I  started working. By and

by,  they  d iv ided the  c i ty  in to  d is t r i c ts ,  and I  was  under  Ch i ld /Matern i ty

Care. Then the state put in more nurses unt i l  we were a rather large

group--but,  of  course, never large enough to cover everything. And the

programs were di f ferent.  At  one t ime, we used to cover the whole c i ty

and del iver a bjr th cert i f icate to every home where a chi ld was born,

whether they needed our services or not.  But i t  was to contact  every new

baby in the c i ty and see i f  we could help in any way. Then also,  besides

be ing  the  Ch i ld /Matern i ty  D iv is ion ,  in  the  schoo ls  there  was the  Contag ious

Disease nurse that was a separate one. Then a general ized program was put

in to  e f fec t ,  and we d id  every th ing  tha t  be fe l l  us  in  our  d is t r i c t - -schoo l

nurs ing ,  ch i ld  we l fa re ,  communicab le  d iseases ,  tubercu ' los is ;  any th ing .

I 've read in the newspapers of  those days that the people of  South El  Paso

had a  lo t  o f  p rob lems w i th  many d iseases- - tubercu los is ,  t yphus ,  a l l  k inds

of  th ings  l i ke  tha t .  And s ince  they  had very  l i t t le  money,  they  cou ld

afford very l i t t le heal th care.  ! ' las enough heal th care given to them on

this basis that  you were working under,  or  d id these people have to suf fer

most of  the t ime?

C:
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There were many helps and there was very good communication fbetween] what

is now the Thomason Hospi ta l  (at  that  t ime i t  was County Hospi ta l )  and us.

We reciprocated and everything was so simple then. I^Je had a card that was

cal led a t ransfer card that we would give to the people for  services over

there when we referred them. 0n that same card,  the resul ts of  the v is i t

or  whatever the f ina' l  decis ion was that had been made to those people was

wri t ten [on the card]  and returned to us.  For instance, the materni ty

cases. I , r le used to have materni ty c l in ' ics,  pre-natal  c l in ics,  where we

have instruct ions and demonstrat ions on how to bathe the baby and food-

prepar ing for the baby and mother and fami l ies.  And the materni ty cases,

af ter  so many vis i ts to the c l in ic,  were referred for del ivery at  County

Hospi ta l .  We would get a not ice when the pat ient  was del ivered and when

the pat ient  ' lef t ,  
so we would make a home cai l  v is i t  the same day that

the pat ient  was home and looked af ter  the baby, because we would have to

dress the cord and bathe the baby and see that they nursed i t  ( i f  i t  was

breast-nursed or bott le nursed).  Then also at  the t ime there was a rather
' large 

number of  midwives in El  Paso, and they also were supposed to report

every case to us on the thi rd day of  b i r th,  and we would v is i t  and supervise

their  care of  the pat ient  and baby ourselves.  Then once in a whi le there

would be an unattended baby that we had to look af ter ,  and f i l l  the bir th

cert i f icate and register the baby. There were many facets to the work.

Sounds l ike you were qui te busy.

Very busyr .[eS.

What was your maiden name?

Work .

hl.O-R.K?
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C:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

Mr .  C:  Traba jo .  (Chuck les)

M: You had the r ight  name for what you were doing.

C: I ' i l  te l1 you, the day that I  graduated from Providence Hosp' i ta l  they had

a l i t t le party at  noon for me, which was customary.  But for  some reason I

was lef t  on the f loor alone and they were cal l ing for  me to come down. And

the  super in tendent  says ,  "You ' re  l i v ing  up  to  your  name t i11  the  las t

m inu te .  "

M:  What  i s  your  f i rs t  name?

C: lviargaret; Margaret Work Candel aria.

M: Was your mother Mexican?

C: Iv ly mother was Mexican, born in Guadalupe de Zacatecas, and her ascendancy

was French and Spanish. She was a very fa i r  complexioned woman with wavy

black hair .  In fact ,  she was whiter than my father.

And your father was Anglo American?

Yes.  I  thought  and he  thought  tha t  he  was en t i re ly  I r i sh ,  we lsh- I r i sh ,

but I  have found through genealogies that  we real ly are Scotch. And our

family tree goes 'way back to John Work, who came to the States in the

1600s.  I  have a  h is to ry  o f  n ine  genera t ions  o f  Work  fami l ies .

I 'm cur ious  to  know whatyou have cons idered yourse l f  a l i  your  l i fe ,  Mex ican

or American?

I have considered mysel f  both,  depending on the ci rcumstances. For instance,

i f  somebody speaks  i l l  o r  hur ts  Mex ican peop le ,  I 'm aroused;  same wi th  the

other s ide,  because I  feel  both ways. And, natural ly,  I  want to be fair .

When I  see that th ings are not fa i r ,  then I  am concerned.

When you got mamied, in those days there wasn' t  too much inter-marr iage

11
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between Amer icans and Mexicans.  How was i t  for  you when you got  mamied?

0 f  cou rse ,  vou  were  ha l f  Mex ican .  Bu t  d id  peop le  i ook  a t  you r  mamiage

as unusua l  ?

No,  no t  us ,  because we are  so  accus tomed to  bo th ' languages and so  on ,  tha t

invar iab ly  we lapse in to  a  conversa t ion  in  e i ther  Span ish  or  Eng l ish .

And my father and my mother was a di f ferent th ing.  But then being that

he was working in Mexico,  he met his wi fe there and marr ied,  and i t  was a

rather unusual  marr iage. They did get a ' long f ine,  but there was the
' language problem. They understood each other,  natural ly,  but  they didn' t

speak f luent ly.  And my mother 's f r iends were usual ly Mexican, and my

fa ther 's . . .  He a t tended the  jockey  c lub  or  whatever  there  was in  the

ci ty where we l ived, and went bowl ing wi th his f r iends. And whenever we

had a party at  home, he would at tend the dinner table and then excuse

himsel f  and leave the rest  to Mother.

When you were young people and at the time that you got married, what were

the general  at t i tudes in El  Paso of  Americans mamying Mexicans?

I  rea l ' l y  don ' t  know,  because I  had a lways  l i ved  on  the  nor th  s ide  o f  the

tracks,  and Rudy at tended El  Paso High, and he was very cosmopol i tan.

And we didn' t  have any trouble or any bad fee' l ings or exper iences, that  I

can recal I .

Did you hear other people ta lk in general  terms about inter-mamiage?

Not  in te r -mar r iage.  But  the  work  s i tua t ion ,  I  reca l l  two ins tances .  One

t ime I  worked a t  the  Smel te r  Hosp i ta i .  I  wasn ' t  mamied then,  my maiden

name was Work.  But another nurse that had a Spanish name was not wel l

received there and she recognized the reject ion and lef t  the work.  Then

a' lsoi  in later years,  when I  was working with the Health Department,  there
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was a beaut i fu l  New Mexican gir i ,  her last  name was Baca. At the t ime

there was a vacancy in Fabens and she was offered the work. But the

peop le  there  d idn ' t  want  her ,  the  Amer ican peop le  there .  so  she d idn , t

accept the work,  natural ly,  and lef t  the c i ty.

There was reject ion.

Yes .

What about doctors? Did you have Mexican doctors here?

At the t ime, there were a few doctors that  I  was acquainted with in pr ivate

pract ice.  And then of  course at  the Health Department,  Dr.  0rnedo started

do ing  the  ca l l s  on  food cases  and so  on ,  and was pa id  par t  t ime fo r  h is

work.  In later years,  he became the director,  and was a very good director.

Mrs.  Candelar ia,  I  seem to have exhausted my quest ions.  Do you have other

exper iences that you wish to touch on?

wel l ,  my l i fe  i s  ra ther  a  long l i fe ,  you  know,  72  years .  And na tura l l y

you remember some things. One thing that I remember is having a very

happy ch i ldhood.  I  don ' t  regre t  any th ing ,  and l i ke  I  sa id ,  i t  was  f ree

l i v ing  and I  le f t  a l l  the  respons ib i l i t i es  and every th ing  to  the  grown-ups .

I ' l l  te l l  one  inc ident  tha t ' s  funny  and probab ly  immature  in  a  way.  But

the day I was 17 years old, my mother made a funny remark. She said, ,,when

I  was '17 ,  you  were  a l ready  born , "  and I  fe l t  so  incapab le  o f  any  such

th ing !  I  was  a  schoo lg i r l  by  hear t  and d idn ' t  care  about  boys  or  any th ing .

I  loved dancing, but we went as a t r io of  young gir ls.  My mother was so

young in  sp i r i t  and  a l l .  She,  my s is te r  and myse l f  a l l  d ressed together

and were taken to dances and danced l ike three young gir ls.  But my mother

maryied very young, she was 16; so she was 17 when I  was born.

What  about  dur ing  the  Depress ion? You ment ioned tha t  i t  was  espec ia l l y  tough.
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Can you recal l  instances that stand out in your mind about those years?

Wel l '  I  don' t  know. We have been very for tunate in being heal thy,  so

we didn' t  suf fer  in that  respect.  And things were meager;  in fact ,  when

I was on night duty,  I  used to save part  of  my lunch or a l i t t le of  the

dessert  or  something to br ing to rny chi ldren the next day, the l i t t le

boys. 0f  course, th ings were cheaper.  We were l iv ing in a house that

was div ided by a hal lway, and we rented hal f  of  i t  and another fami ly

rented the other hal f ,  for  $ ' |2.00 a month.  And mi ik was cheap, l0 cents

a  quar t ;  eggs ,  l0  cents  a  dozen,  and so  on .  so  what  l i t i l e  we had,  we

managed w i th  i t .

I want to thank both of you very much for this very, very interesting

conversat ion.  I  apprec' iate you shar ing your recol lect ions of  your l i fe

with me. I  have found them fascinat ing.  Thank you very much.

You ' re wel  come.
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