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Rodo l fo  0 r lando Cande lar ia
August 5,  1976

by Oscar Mart inez

M:

C:

First ,  Mr.  Candelar ia,  can you tel l  me when and where you were born?

I was born here in El  Paso, the l3th day of  February,  1904, at  907 S.

Stan ton .

That 's  in  South  E l  Paso.

That 's  r iqh t .  we a l l  used to  ca l l  i t  e l  segundo bar r io ,  Second ward .

cou ld  you te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  paren ts ,  the i r  background?

we1l,  ny father was born in Ysleta,  Texas. My mother was born in La

Mes i l la ,  New Mex ico ;  01d Mes i l la .  And they  were  mar r ied  in  ys je ta ,

Texas. When I  grew up and knew my dad, he was working with the pol ice

Department.  The Pol ice Department was then on 0ver land Street and Stanton.

I t  was io ined by the Fire Department.  The Fire Department was gight on

the corner of  South Stanton; next was the Pol ice Department,  a two-story

bu i ld ing .  0n  the  lower  f l oo r  was  h is  o f f i ce  and  Ch ie f  o f  Po l i ce - - I  don , t

recal l  h is name--and on the second f loor was a court ,  the corporat ion

Court .  And then there was an al1ey, and then there was a Chinese laundry.

My school  days were at  st .  Mary 's.  I t  used to be on Myri le and Ange

street.  There I  went for  s ix grades, as far  as al l  the grammar school  I

had. Then I  started working. I  used to work for  Ramon Tel les.  I  was

try ing to make mysel f  an automobi le mechanic.  I  worked there for  a whi1e,

and then when one day he sent me to a machine shop to have a block rebored,

f i t  r i ngs  and  g r ind  the  bear ings ,  I  sa id ,  , ,Uh ,  uh .  My  job  i s  no t  go ing  to

be a  mechan ic ,  I 'm go ing  to  be  a  mach in is t . , ,  So  I  sh i f ted .  I  s ta r ted

working in shops. The f i rst  shop I  worked in was El  paso Foundry.  But

be fore  tha t  I  went  to  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l ;  I  took  manua l  t ra in ing .  My

teacher was Mr.  Sacks in the machine shop. I  took Machine Shop pract ice,

ROTC, and the Math that we needed in Machine Shop. Then I  a iso served with
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the  Texas  Nat iona l  Guard ,  36 th  D iv is ion ,  E  company,  131s t  In fan t ry .  I

was  the i r  Supp ly  Sergeant .  And s ince  I  knew a ' l i t t le  about  mechan ics ,  I

was  tak ing  care  o f  the  r i f les ,  repa i r ing .  A11 tha t  repa i r  was  jus t  to

rep ' lace  par ts ;  [ I ]  d idn ' t  have to  make them.  And then I  come back  to  o ld

El Paso. Down on South Stanton we had Ramon Gomez, who was the father of

Modes to  Gomez,  who 's  s t i l l  
' l i v ing .

Modesto Gomez, .yeS. I  interviewed him.

He to ld  you more  than I  can ,  because he  is  o lder  than I .  He knew me s ince

I was a k id.  He taught me how to dr ive a car,  he had a Ford Model T.  And

he was working for the Internat ional  c igar company. He taught me how to

dr ive  a  S tudebaker  and a  Ford .  And I  used to  go  around w i th  h im on sa les .

That was before what I  said before.  Then Kid payo and Jim payo, they're

unc les  o f  Sau l  Paredes .  Do you know h im?

I  don ' t  know h im persona l l y ,  I  know o f  h im.

He can te ' I1 you more; he was my next door neighbor.

Is  he  about  your  age?

No,  he  is  o lder .  Sau l  Paredes  is  a round 75 ,  more  or  less .

I 'm cur ious to know what you remember about growing up in South El  Paso.

we]1 ,  a t  tha t  t ime south  E l  Paso was no th ing  bu t  a  l i t t le  town;  we had

everything c ' lose by.  Bakery was owned by the Paredes fami ly.

Across the street was a butcher shop, owned by a fe l low named Chema, that

was his nickname. He passed away. We had everything around here.  Another

place that we used to get together was The Quien Sabe. That was owned by

an l ta l ian,  i t  was on 4th and South Stanton. And then there was the First

Bapt ist  Church on 5th and Stanton, another Protestant church, Method' ist ,

on 4th and Stanton. Then [ there were] grocery stores on both s ides of
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the s t ree t ,  se l l ing  f ru i ts ,  vegetab les ,  and grocer ies ,  Then the  ra i l road

used to come on Texas Street, and the streetcar used to run from El paso

to Juarez in a c i rc le.  Then the Second Ward Streetcar used to come to

Seventh Street,  go around, come to town and back. The Juarez fStreetcar]

used to come from North Stanton and pass to Juarez.

Do you remember a lot of peop'le from Juarez who used to go through Stanton

Street on their  way back? There's always been a lot  of  t raf f ic  on Stanton

Street.

0h ,  yes ,  bu t  I  was  jus t  a  k id .

But  do  you reca l l  a  lo t  o f  t ra f f i c ,  peop le  go ing  by  there?

0h,  yes ,  p len ty  o f  heavy  t ra f f i c ,  sure ,  w i th  the  s t ree tcars .  And a t  tha t

t ime we s t i l l  had  horses  and bugg ies ,  one or  two au tomobi les .  There  weren, t

many cars  a t  tha t  t ime.  Th is  p lace  where  I  l i ve  now was no th ing  bu t

mounta ins .  My dad and I  used to  go  shoot  rabb i ts  r igh t  here  a t  th is

p1ace. The Pol ice Fir ing Range used to be on Hawthorne and Schuster,  a

b ig  s tone  wa l l .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  s t i l l  t he re ,  i f  I ,m no t  m is taken ,  on  Haw-

thorne s t ree t  over  there .  There  was no  co l lege o f  Mines  then,  no th ing ;

that came years later.  No high school ,  that  came after the Fjrst  Wor ' ld

|dar when that school  was bui l t .  I  th ink i t  was [ the old Morehead] School

on Ar izona and Kansas.

What  d id  you do  as  a  k id  in  your  ne ighborhood?

P' layed with the k ids.

What k ind of  games did you p' lay?

Escondidas, hide and go seek; and sometimes Indians and Cowboys__you know,

kids'  games. we used to have a gang of  our ou,r l .  Among our members was

Saul Paredes, Ernesto Herrera and Ti to paredes. I  don' t  remember them
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other  fe l las .  We used to  f igh t  w i th  s tones  aga ins t  each o ther .  A t  tha t

t ime there were no bui ' ld ings around there.  The canal  had no fence. Some

of  the  k ids  fe l l  o f f  o f  them once;  tha t  kep t  me out .  I  s t i l l  l i ke  to  go

back  to  the  o ld  days .  There  was no  t ra f f i c .  we l ] ,  to  my way o f  th ink ing ,

i t  was better.

Do you remember a lot  of  those tenements that  they have in South El  Paso?

Yeah, but I  don' t  remember the names of  the owners.  There used to be a

tenement r ight  across the street f rom us on South stanton, i t  st i l l  is ;

and then another one farther down. When the United States had this cambio

de terr i tor io back to Mexico,  those houses were torn down, tenements.  And

there were a lot  of  them on seventho East,  west,  they're al l  torn down.

How did Mexican people l ive there? Was i t  crowded?

No, i t  wasn' t  crowded. I t  was crowded over here towards the Union Depot

on chihuahua Street and Durango, and those p' laces. But over there we

weren ' t .  We had law and order .

You say  you ran  around w i th  a  l i t t le  gang.

0h ,  jus t  k ids  a round the  ne ighborhood,  yeah.

Was i t  more of  a f r iendly gang rather than some of these gangs that we have

now?

0h,  no ,  i t  wasn ' t  l i ke  tha t .  My  fa ther  and  the i r  pa ren ts  wou ldn ' t  a l l ow us .

My father had been a pol ice of f icer.  He was in charge of  everything there,

and some of the cops that were around there.  No, nothing of  that  sort  in

those days .  I t  was  law and order  w i th  the  k ids .  In  those t imes,  k ids

worked.  Now k ids  don ' t  ha ' /e  a  damn th ing  to  do  bu t  ra ise  he l l .  you  can

see tha t  yourse l f .  we d idn ' t  have none o f  those [gangs ] .  For  ins tance,  I

had to come home from school  and chop wood, hel  p my mother c lean the stove,
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get the ashes out and get ready for supper.  I  had to run errands. 0f

course ,  every th ing  was c lose  together .  I f  I  p layed,  I 'd  p lay  a f te r  do ing

my homework.  Sonet imes too 
' late 

to go. A kid used to work in those days.

What school  d id you go to?

St .  Mary ' s .

That  was a  Catho l i c  Schoo l .

That 's r ight ,  on Myrt le and Ange Street.

l , las i t  most ly Mexican kids in that  school  ?

No,  Amer icans .  They  wou ldn ' t  even le t  us  speak  Span ish .  We were  there  to

learn  Eng l ish ,  and Eng l ish  was the  language spoken.  Wel '1 ,  among ourse lves ,

k ids would get together f land speak spanish] .  There was Eddie Swyer,  and

there was my cousins,  Pablo Garcia,  Arturo Maese, another fe l la named Rudy

(but  I  don ' t  remember  h is  las t  name,  and a  Syr ian  named Joe ( I  don ' t  remem-

ber  h is  las t  name e i ther ) .  He used to  l i ve  on  San Franc isco  and Leon

Street.  His father used to have a grocery store.  Then later when the

Chinese qu i t  the  laundry , ,  which af terwards i t

moved to Second and Utah, wlr ich is now fv lesa. They changed the name. I t

was  Utah ,  and then Broadway,  then San Jac in to ,  and now i t ' s  Mesa.

As I remember, that was the Red Light D'istrict.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

What do you remember about that?

I  d idn ' t  go .

Did you ever go by there?

No through the street,  t to.

Did you know what was there?

0h,  yes ,  I  knew what  was there ,  th rough the  o lder  k ids .  But  a t  tha t  t ime,
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no kid would go around that neighborhood. 0h, no. They had law and order

w i th  the  k ids  then.

Mr.  Candelar ia,  what exper iences or incidents stand out in your mind from

your grammar school days, that you remember the most?

We' |1 ,  in  g rammar  schoo l ,  I  used to  learn  my Eng l ish ;  then we had Ar i thmet ic ,

spe l ' l i ng ,  Handwr i t ing  (what  we used to  ca l l  penmansh ip) .  we used to  go  to

grammar school  t i l l  we got to the s ixth.  That school  was run by Sister

Zalbareto,  and the pastor was Father Roy, a Frenchman. I  don' t  remember

h is  f i rs t  name,  h is  las t  name was Roy.  Our  f i rs t  B ishop was B ishop Schu l le r .

I  th ink  he  took  care  o f  the  schoo l  fo r  a  t ime,  too ;  I 'm no t  sure  about
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tha t .  Bu t  he  was our  f i rs t  B ishop.

Did they t reat the Mexican kids good there?

Surel  There were only a few, the ones I  named, my sisters

Where was the school  located?

At Myrt le and Ange, r ight  on the corner of  Myrt le and Ange;

Vrain and Ange, and then on the rear by Magoff in.

That  wasn ' t  the  Mex ican ne ighborhood,  then?

No,  no .

and  my cous ins .

and between St.

M:
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I t  was away from the Mexican neighborhood. Did you have a long ways to waik?

From Seventh over there.  I  used to walk to school ,  then come for lunch,

and wa lk  back .  I  used to  take  my s is te rs .

was that unusual? Most of  the k ids in your neighborhood must have gone

to the publ  ic  school  .

0h ,  yeah.  I  was  the  on iy  one in  tha t  ne ighborhood tha t  went  to  tha t  schoo l .

Later on, the fami ly Herrera sent one or two of  their  g i r ls  there,  and

a lso  Avocato ,  an  l ta l ian .  I  th ink  he  sent  one or  two o f  h is  daughters  there
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to school ,  too.  They used to walk there wi th my sisters and mysei f .

M: Was the educat ion you received at  the Catho' l ic  school  better than at  a

pub l  i c  schoo l  ?

Sure i t  was. That 's where you' learned how to obey your parents.  Nowadays

they  don ' t .  Yes ,  s i r ,  we were  brought  up  s t ra igh t  ca tho l i cs ;and [ they

taught ]  obed ience to  your  paren ts ,  a l leg iance to  your  count ry .  we used

to  ra ise  the  Amer ican f lag  every  morn ing ,  ra ise  i t  up  and sa lu te .  And then

I remember one t ime a sergeant at  Fort  Bl iss gave us mi i i tary t ra in ing.

t^/e had an Army uni form, and we used to dr i l l  wi th our r i f le.  I  had a 22

r i f le ,  we a l l  had  22 's .  so  we had our  d r i l l  on  the  schoo l  g rounds.

D id  you ge t  a long we l l  w i th  the  Ang lo  k ids?

Sure .  0h ,  once  in  a  wh i ie ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  they 'd  ca j i  you  a  , ,Mex ican . ' ,  Tha t ' s

na tura l  .

M: They cal ied you "dir ty Mexican.?"

C:  Oho someth ing  o f  tha t  sor t .

M: And you got into f ights wi th them?

C:  0h ,  su re .

M:  D id  tha t  happen a  lo t?

C: No. We had the best f ighters,  even though they outnumbered us.  I  learned

my punches from Kid Payo. He passed away about two, three years ago. He

was Sau l  Paredes 's  unc le .  And then years  la te r  I  wres t led  pro fess iona l l y

when they  s ta r ted  wres t l ing  here  in  E l  Paso.  I  d id  we igh t i i f t ing ,  fenc ing ,

archery ,  shoot ing .  Now I  go  shoot ing  w i th  my f i rearms,  p is to l  
"  

zz ,1oo

mi l l ime te r ,  45 ,  r i f l es ,  222 ,  3006 .  I  shoo t  once  in  a  wh i le .

You ' re  qu i te  a  spor tsman.

Jus t  t ry ing  to  keep f i t ;  I 'm no t  a  spr ing  ch icken anymore ,  bu t . . .
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M: After grammar school  where did you cont inue school  ?

C:  I  d idn ' t  con t inue.  I  s ta r ted  work ing ,  ' cause nry  fa ther  pu i led  me out  o f

the grammar school ,  'cause he was a s ick man with asthma. So I  had to work

for a whi le.  And then when he got better I  went to El  Paso High and took

Manua l  Tra in ing ,  Mach ine  Shop prac t ice ,  and Dra f t ing ,  ' cause a  mach in is t

has to learn how to read bluepr ints to make things; for  instance, make a

valve and make the pistonso make r ings for  the motor,  turn crankshafts,

make gears ,  p in ions .  You have to  know how to  d raw them;  tha t  i s ,  mechan ica l

drawing. And then. they handed you a pr int  to make [ th ings, and you have

to]  know what you're doing. And the mathematics you knew there,  for  a

mach in is t  was  very  s imp le- -dec ima l  s .

How long were you out of  school?

A l i t t l e  wh i le .

And you were working at  that  t ime?

0h,  yeah,  I  had to .

What did you do?

Wel l ,  I  used to  work  as  a  de ' l i ve ry  boy .  I  had an  unc le  who was a  bu tcher ,  he

got rrre a job at the old city [ ' !arket, the one that was on San Antonio, the

City Market.

You must have been about 12 years old?

Someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  
. l3 .

l , las that  unusual  to be out of  school  and working, or did a lot  of  other k ids

do  i t ,  too?

C:  No,  we a l l  had  to .  S ince  I  le f t  schoo l  I  had to  do  i t .  For  ins tance,  my

cousins,  they used to work af ter  school  and Saturdays and hal f -day Sundays.

I  s ta r ted  work ing  a t  Ramon Duran 's  au tomobi le  shop learn ' ing  au tomobi le

vlork,  mechanics.  At  that  t ime was the Ford Model T,  and then came the
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Studebaker,  Grayhan Page, which later became the Chevro' let  and things of

tha t  sor t .  Then I  had a  l i t t le  t ra in ing  about  Cad i l lacs ,  b ig  cars ,  a f te r -

wards .  I  le f t  a l l  tha t  to  be  a  mach in is t .  I  l i ked  i t  be t te r .

Te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  fa ther 's  work .

Wel l ,  he was clerk of  the Corporat ion Court  when he was working with the

Pol ice Department,  then at  one t ime he worked in the of f ice of  the Fire

Depar tment .  See,  in  po f i t i cs ,  i f  you  worked fo r  the  wrong fe l low,  Vou

lost  your job.  So when Tom Lea ran for mayor of  El  Paso, he voted against '

h im, because he was with Kel ' ly .  And Tom Lea was judge of  the Corporat ion

Cour t .  Bu t  Tom Lea d idn ' t  las t  bu t  one te rm fas  mayor ]  ' cause he  d idn ' t

l i ke  the  Mex ican peop le .  He wou ldn ' t  even c lean South  E l  Paso a t  a l l .  So

everybody looked to my father as one of  the leaders of  South El  Paso, and

he go t  a  lo t  o f  pe t i t ions ,  s ignatures ,  and f ina l l y  they  c leaned South

Stanton Street and al l  the Second Ward around there,  'cause i t  was a mess.

Then my father came back to work wi th the c i ty when Charles Davis was

elected mayor,  and he worked under R. E. Thomason also,  when he was mayor.

And then he worked as a deputy sher i f f  under 0rndorf ,  I  th ink i t  was, and

fanother]  fe l low. He served with two sher i f fs,  Sid Orndorf  and the other

one.  He d ied  w i th  as thma.

Were there many Mexicans working in c i ty government l ike your father?

Qft, yeah, there were a few.

What  k inds  o f  jobs  d id  they  have?

They had of f ice work,  some of them were sher i f fs,  some of  them were pol icemen,

out on the beat on the street.

Were  any  Mex icans  in  po l i t i cs?

0h, yeah, sure!  There was Domingo Montoya, Escajeda, Alderete,  there was a
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whi le fami ly f rom down the val ley.  There was my unc' le down in Ys' leta,

Frank .

Did they hold of f ice?

We1l ,  I  th ink  the  Esca jedas  d id ,  and they  ran  fo r  some k ind  o f  c1erk ,

county  c le rks ,  I  th ink .  I 'm no t  very  sure  i f  bo th  o f  them d id  o r  no t .

The one who could give you more informat ion on that is Modesto Gomez.

He was o lder  and I  was  jus t  a  k id  when a l l  tha t  took  p lace .  Modesto ,  he

was no t  in  po l i t i cs  as  a  who le ,  bu t  he  l i ked  to  mix  once in  a  wh i le .  They

even tried to make him mayor. That, was after he came back from the Service.

He was in the Service dur ing the First  World War.

Was there a lot  of  pol i t ics in the Mexican community?

0h'  yeah, There was The Mutual ista,  i t  used to be on Fi f t ,h and South

Stanton, Circulo de funigos, i t  used to be on Seventh and South Stanton.

Those were al l  for  one, for  the same thing, contra el  americano.

Contra el  americano?

Si ,  cuando no  nos .  t ra taban b ien .  For  ins tance,  when they  d idn ' t  care

about them, see?

When you say, "cuando no nos trataban bienr"  what do you mean?

I mean, for  instance, when Lea was mayor,  he didn' t  want to c lean South

E l  Paso.

Was South El  Paso very dir ty?

No, not very,  but  when i t  ra ins,  Seventh Street used to get fu1l  of  water,

ius t  l i ke  a  r i ver  there ,  Seventh  and Stan ton ;  and a lso  Seventh  Eas t  and

West,  but  most ly East.  0n South Stanton and Seventh,  we used to have water

that deep when I  was a k id.  t^ le used to play there,  swimming in there.

(  Chuckl  es )

10
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Swimming in the muddy water.

Yeah,  jus t  l i ke  k ids  p lay  here  now.

And the ci ty didn' t  want to do anything to c lean i t  up?

No,  no t  un t i l  the  peop le  there  go t  together  and s ta r ted  compla in ing ,

ge t t ing  the i r  r igh ts ,  and then they  f i xed  i t  up .

Did Tom Lea make any negat ive statements about the Mexican peop' le?

I don't remember. My father kept a paper where Tom Lea made some of

those remarks against  the Mexican government.  Af ter  he passed away I

t r ied to f ind i t ,  but  I  guess he gave i t  away.

Wel l ,  le t ' s  see ,  then you went  to  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l

That 's  r igh t .  I  go t  my d ip loma in  Manua l  Tra in ing  and Mach in is t .

What year was that, when you went there?

I  don ' t  remember  exac t ' l y ,  I  wou ld  say  around '21 ,  '22 .  I  th ink  i t  was  '21

and  '22 .

l iere there a iot  of  Mexican students there?

0h, yeah, many. Dr.  de la Torre,  the dent ista,  he was there wi th me in

Manua l  Tra in ing ,  Mach ine  Shop.

Is he here now?

0h,  sure !  He 's  a  dent is t  here ,  Abe l ino  de  la  Tor re .  He i i ves  here  some

p' lace on North Stanton. His fami ly st i l l  owns De ia Tome and Sons !^ lholesale

and Retai l  grocer ies,  on South Stanton. And the others I  was going to

ment ion,  they passed away, I  don' t  remember their  last  names. There are

very few of  us lef t .

D id  you mix  w i th  the  Ang lo  k ids  a t  E l  Paso H igh?

Sure ,  sure  I  d id .

Did you get along with them?

I1

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

C :

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:



CANDELARIA

I got along. ldhenever they t r ied to pick on a l , lexican fel low that didn' t

know how to  f igh t  (s ince  a t  tha t  t ime I  s ta r ted  wres t ' l i ng) ,  I ,d  say ,

"Leave tha t  guy  a lone. "  "What  do  you care?"  I  sa id ,  ' ,Come on.  i , i1  take

care  o f  you . "  I  was  wres t l ing  pro fess iona l .  A  b ig  guy  l i ke  you was

no f igh t  fo r  me.

No prob lem,  huh?

Look ,  I 'm  72 .

You ' re  s t i l l  i n  p re t t y  good  shape .  So l id .

Yeah.  A  fe l low l i ke  you was no  prob lem fo r  me.  I f  you 'd  p ick  on  a  guy

and  he  d idn ' t  know how to  f i gh t ,  tha t ' s  one  th ing  I  never  d id  l i ke ,  to

see a  fe l low get  wh ipped when he  d idn ' t  know how to  de fend h imse l f .  I ' d

sd.y,  "Leave that fe l  low alone. rr  " [ ,Jhy?rr  r rcet  the hel  I  outa here.  "  I f

he  d idn ' t ,  we l l ,  I  sa idn  "Come on . ' ,  The  same way ,  i f  you 'd  see  a  g i r l
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on the street,  Vou know how some guys are.  I ,d te i l  them, , ,you leave

lady  a lone . "  "wha t ' s  i t  to  you?"  " I ' l l  show you  what  i t  i s  to  me. "

te l l  he r ,  "You  jus t  keep  on  go ing ,  I ' . l 1  take  care  o f  i t . , '  Tha t ' s  the

I ' ve  been a l l  my l i fe ;  same way in  the  shops .

Where  d id  you ge t  tha t  f igh t ing  sp i r i t?

tha t

I ' d

way

M:

C: I t ' s  ius t  born .  My fa ther  was a  good s lugger ,  too .  I  saw h im get  some o f

the guys. Since he was an of f icer and some of the fe l las started gett ing

in street f ights,  he just  started arrest ing them. And i f  some of  them

jumped on him, why.. .  Besides, I  learned my punches from payo. And then

I  took  up  wres t l ing  when I  saw ny  f i rs t  wres t l ing  match  a t  L iber ty  Ha l l .

That was Jordan and I  don' t  remember who else.  But I  took my

lessons in wrest i ing f rom Marty .  I  wrest led for  a few years,

then my dad made me s top ,  he  says ,  "That ' s  enough. "  ' cause I  was  go ing
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too fast .  He says, "That won' t  do you no good. You better st ick to [being

a ]  mach in is t .  "  So  I  d id .

Mr .  Cande lar ia ,  in  those days  d id  many Mex ican k ids  go  to  co l lege?

Col ' lege? Yeah. The col lege was then the Texas School  of  Mines. My cousins

graduated from there, Arturo Maese and Bob Maese, and I forget the rest

of  them. I  knew a lot  of  them, because they were older than I ,  l ike my

oldest cousin.  There were several  Mexican boys there;  p lenty.  At  that

t ime I  bel ieve there were more Mexican students than Americans, I  th ink.

0f  course, there were lots of  Americans, too.

What do you remember about the Revolut ion?

0h,  the  Revo lu t ion ,  Pancho V i l la ,  yeah!  The one tha t  can  g ive  you good

stor ies is my wife;  she went through hel1 over there in Durango, where

she grew up. I  remember,  oh,  I  was just  a k id,  I  used to read in the

paper about i t .  I  remember when Vi l ' la or Madero, when they f i rst  took

Juarez,  the American Army was al l  over the r iver.  That was the Texas

Nat ional  Guard f rom the east.  Where Bowie School  was then, i t  used to

be cal led Camp Cotton; that 's where the Army was stat ioned. Those

fel lows were guarding the border,  a l ' l  a long here in El  Paso to the Smelter.

Here by the Smelter,  you know the rai l road tracks at  the top? Wel l ,  they

had machine guns there on the trains.  l ty  dad used to take us to see

the soldiers there,  patrol l ing the r iver.  I t  was an Army town; we had

For t  B l i ss ,  too .  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  the  cava ' l ry  and f ie ld  a r t i l l e ry .

What e'lse do you remember seeing?

Wel l ,  jus t  the  Army.  And then dur ing  Proh ib i t ion  t ime,  I  used to  see

smugg lers  runn ing  in  the i r  cars ,  e i ther  in  au tomobi les  o r  whatever  they

could,  and I  saw some shoot ing between the smugglers and the of f icers.
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I saw some smugglers get k i l led in the street,  or  an of f icer get wounded

or  an  o f f i cer  ge t  k i l led .

You actuaj ly saw people get shot on the street?

Sure ,  sure !  And my mother  used to  say ,  "Come in ,  come in !  Donr t  ge t  hur t ! "

Gett ing us out of  the way! Yeah, they used to go in dayt ime and nightt ime.

In Prohibi t ion t ime, when the United States was dry,  everybody was

smuggl ing goods from across the r iver.

By that t ime, you were in your 20s?

I was around 18 or 
. l9.

Proh ib i t ion  s ta r ted  here  in  E l  Paso in  19 . |8  and i t  ended in  1933.

I  was  18  or  19 ,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,  when I  saw tha t .

Did you go over to Juarez yoursel f ,  to go to a bar down there,  dr ink a beer?

No,  I  d idn ' t  do  tha t .  My fa ther  had a  sa loon be fore  Proh ib i t ion ,  and I

was raised on wine and beer.  lv ly father used to give us wine al l  the t ime.

l , ' l hen  you 'd  ge t  up  in  the  morn ing ,  you  had a  l i t t le  g lass  o f  w ine .  And a t

noon we'd come home for lunch from school ,  and I  had a glass of  beer or

two, and go back to school .  One day when I  was in grammar school  at  St .

Mary 'S, the nun smel led my breath,  and she says, "Where've you been?" I

says ,  "Home."  "What  have you been dr ink ing?"  I  says ,  "Beer . "  She says ,

"Where?"  I  sa id ,  "Home."  She wou ldn ' t  be l ieve  me.  She says ,  "You go

home and give this note to your dad. " "0kay. " I got home my father was

working. He was then with the Pol ice Department.  My mother said,  "What 's

tha t?"  "The S is te r  gave me tha t . "  "F ine . "  I t  was  in  an  enve lope,  I

d idn' t  know what i t  said,  So she handed i t  to my dad. My dad starts

laugh ing ,  he  says ,  "Tomorrow we ' l l  go  to  schoo l . "  So we went  to  schoo l

and he  exp la ined to  the  nun tha t  I  d rank  beer  a l l  the  t ime,  and I  s t i l l  do .
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M: That was the custom.

C:  Sure .

M: So i t  was no big deal  for  you to go to Juarez.

C :  No ,  I  d idn ' t  ca re  fo r  d r ink . ing .

M:  Cou ld  you s t i l l  do  i t  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion?  How d id  your  fa ther  ge t  the  beer?

C:  No ,  no ,  he  qu i t .  They  had  no  beer  dur ing  p roh ib i t i on .

M:  You  qu i t  d r ink ing?

C:  Yeah .

M:  D idn ' t  you  go  to  Juarez  somet imes?

C: My father used to take us,  because Mr.  Luis Webber had a bar and a poolhouse

on F ' i f th  and South  Stan ton  ca l led  La  Mutua l i s ta .  So when Proh ib i t ion

came, he moved to Juarez.  So he invi ted us to go Sundays there wi th his

fami ly and eat there at  h is restaurant and dr ink beer.  But for  mysel f ,  for

1  iquor ,  ho .

You weren ' t  hooked on  i t .

No ,  I  don ' t  ca re  fo r  i t .  I  never  smoked ;  d r ink ing ,  jus t  r i ke  I  sa id ,

jus t  w i th  my mea ls .

D id  you v is i t  Juarez ,  and look  a t  a l l  the  p laces  tha t  they  had over  there ,

dur ing  Proh ib i t i on?

Wel1 ,  I  v i s i ted  Juarez ,  bu t  no t  dur ing  p roh ib i t i on .

You d idn ' t  go  over  there  too  o f ten?

With my parents.  I  had cousins there at  that  t ime that I  used to go see,

once in a great whi le.  They are novv here in the states.  some of them

passed away. One of  them has a gas stat ion here on Texas and wi l low

Street,  a Texaco. I  used to go see his mother,  but  he was born af terwards.

He 's  on ly  50  years  o ld  now.
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M:  I ' ve  heard  and Inve  read tha t  dur ing  Proh ib i t ion ,  there  was a  b ig  p rob lem

with the br idge. Some peop' le wanted to c lose the br idge ear ly and there

were constant f ights here.

They did have that,  I  remember that .  First  they used to keep i t  open t i11

midn igh t ,  l2 :00 ,  and then they  c losed i t  a t  9 :00 .  I  remember  tha t ,  J /€s .

And a lot  of  people got caught over there,  and had to spend the night in

Juarez .

Yes, they had to spend the night at  Juarez.  I  remember that ,  you're r ight .

That never happened to you?

No,  no !  I  d idn ' t  have no  bus iness  over  there .  My fa ther  used to  keep

us here .

Your father was str ict  wi th you.

from El Paso High School  ?

Did you start  working af ter  you graduatedM:

C: Yeah. I  started workinq El Paso Foundry.  I  worked there one year t i l i

[ i t  went]  broke, and then I  went to Southern Paci f ic ,  where I  f in ished my

apprent iceship,  and worked there 12 years,  s ix months.  And then from there

I  qu i t  onaccounto f  my hea l th .  I  was  w i th  the  graveyard  sh i f t .  I  used to

go in  a t  5  o 'c lock  and work  t i l l  m idn igh t ,  somet imes s tay  a i ' l  n igh t  t i11  the

next shi f t  came in to f in ish the work.  That ran me down, so I  qui t .  Then

I went to work for  J.E. Morgan and Sons, when they For t  B l  i ss .

He gave me the job as lumberyard foreman, checking up the lumber going in

and coming out.  Then when the war broke out,  I  went to work for  the

0rdinance as a machinist .  Then I  went to work for  Fort  Bl  iss.  When I  was

at the 0rdinance at  Fort  Bl iss they sent me to Fort ,  Okl  ahoma,  had

me [going] back and forth.  And then for some reason i  gave that job up

and went  to  B iggs  F ie ld .  I  worked as  a  mach in is t  a lso ,  I  was  fo reman there .
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From there I  went to the Smelter,  and worked as a machinist  wi th AS and

R unt i l  I  ret i red.  I  worked 23 years at  the Smelter,

23 years at  the Smelter.  When did you ret i re?

0h,  seven years  ago.  I  was  an  a l l -a round mach in is t .  To  be  a  mach in is t  in

El  Paso, you had to work in any machine they give you, not oniy one machine.

That 's why they'd been having trouble.  At  that  t ime there used to be some

machinists f rom the East who said they were machinists.  The kind of

machinists they were were one-machine men, and that machine had to be

adjusted by somebody else.  We didn' t  have that machine here.  They used to

g ive  you b ' luepr in ts  to  make [someth ing ] .  You had to  cu t  a ,gear ,  use  the

midd le  mach ine ;  you  go t  a  board)  use  the  lace ;  you  want  to  1ay  i t  ou t ,  go

to the table there and la.yout youn work.  That,s where the mechanical

drawing comes in.

Did you ever have any problems gett ing a job here in El  paso?

No.  Wel l ,  I  d id  somet imes,  yes i  when there  were  no  vacanc ies ,  th ings  o f

that  sort .

In the jobs that you had, were you ever paid less than Anglo workers?

No,  a l l  the  same.

Did you know Mexicans who were paid less than Anglo workers?

No.

Everybody got paid the same.

We al l  got  paid the same.

Did you know of any discr iminat ion against  lv lexicans in employment?

0h, yes,  but not f rom the big boss; i t  was among the workers.  some of

those Mexican guys were darn good machinists,  bet ter  than the yankees

there,  damn good. Especial ly,  I  learned a lot  f rom a German. We used to
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cal l  h im Fr i tz.  That guy was tops" I  was one of  h is favor i tes when I

set  up ny apprent iceship.  He was a s ick man, so I  used to help him with

everything I  couid.  That 's why he took an interest  in me. There was a

l i t t le discr iminat ion,  but not f rom the big company, just  f rom the workers

themselves. They were jealous of  f the Mexican workers]  because they knew

better.  we had a Mexican fel low that was in v i l la 's army, his name was

sandoval .  That fe l low would work on the lace and on the f loor.  By , ,on

the f loor"  I  mean where they take the' locomotive apart .  This happened at

Southern Paci f ic .  [When] the wheels of  the locomotives are baianced, they

put them on the bench, and they swing. Those guys would put a gauge lon' i t ]

to  gauge f the  we igh t ] .  Th is  fe l low d idn ' t .  He jus t  p icked them up,

s ta r ted  sw ' ing ing  [ them] ,  and wou ' ld  say ,  "Take 10  pounds o f f , , ' o r  "Add 20" ,

or whatever was needed, and everything was perfect .  He used to have a

padding shop here on A' lameda and copia.  That guy was tops in mechanics,

as  we l l  as  mach ine  shop [and]  repa i r ing .

You never were aware of cases where Mexicans were denied employment, because

they were Mexicans?

No.  I f  you  was a  mach in is t ,  you  go t  a  job .

hlhat about in other jobs?

M:
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Wel l ,  I  never  d id  t ry  o thers ,  I  don ' t  know about  o thers .  I  on ly

the  shops  a l l  my l i fe .  A1 ' l  my l i fe  I ' ve  been a  mach in is t .

Did you ever hear of  d iscr iminat ion toward Mexicans?

0h,  yes ,  I  heard ;  yes .

In  hous ing?

No,  no t  a t  tha t  t ime,  no .  Hous ing ,  hoy  en  d ia .  Everybody used

South El  Paso and East E' l  Paso, the Mexican peopie;  no problem.

worked in

to  l i ve  in
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Was there a div id ing l ine between the Mexican and the Anglo communit ies?

l , r le l l ,  cou]d have been, but I  never did pay any at tent ion to i t ,  because

there were some Mexicans on this s ide of  the t rackso too. That 's what

we used to  ca l l  i t  a t  tha t  t ime,  " the  t racks . "

Were  the  t racks  the  d iv id ing  l ine ,  more  or  less?

Yeah, but I  knew a lot  of  Mexicans vuiro used to l ive on this s ide,  too.

For  ins tance,  dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion  in  Mex ico ,  Sunset  He igh ts  was bu i l t

by the Mexican people that  came from Mexico. They're the ones that bui l t

Sunset  He igh ts ,  they ' re  the  ones  tha t  bu i l t  the  Ho ly  Fami ly  Church  and

the school ,  the people that  l ived there.  For instance, the fami ly Sama-

n iego who were  doc tors ,  and o thers ,  they ' re  the  ones  tha t  bu i i t  Sunset

Heights.  They was people that  had money from Mexico, and came to l ive

here.  Some of them went back, others died here.

There  was an  inc ident  here  in  
. |916,  

when Pancho V i l la ' s  t roops  k i l led  some

eng ineers  in  Santa  Isabe l .

I  heard about i t .

Some of them were from El Paso, and their  bodies were sent over here;  and

people here in El  Paso were very upset.  I 've read in the newspapers of

those days that a mob of  a thousand Anglos wanted to c lean out the Mexican

colony and send the Mexicans back across the r iver.

No .

You don' t  remember any of  that?

Nothing happened of  that  sort  here.  How could they do that? We were al l

American ci t izens born and raised here.  There were very few l rhxicans

that came dur ing the Revolut ion that came to l ive here.  For instance, the

ones I  said before that  bui ' l t  Sunset Heights,  scattered here and there.
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Those that had money had the best homes here,  even on this s ide of  the

t racks .  Those tha t  d idn ' t  [have money]  l i ved  where  I  used to  l i ve ,  on

South  E l  Paso,  South  Stan ton ,  Kansas ,  Ochoa,  V i rg in ia  S t ree t ,  towards

the East and towards the West.  South El  Paso Street at  that  t ime was a

very busy street in business. They had grocery stores,  meat markets,  moving

p ic tu res ,  one-p ic tu re  houses  and vaudv i l les .  For  ins tance,  the  mov ing

pictures were El  Hidalgo, at  South El  Paso and Fourth;  far ther down was the

Eden, then farther down the Eureka and then the Rex, the Alcazar;  and

then the Alhambra was bui l t  by a Mexican from chihuahua. you had very

beaut i fu l  vaudvi l les.  Before you got to that  was the Grecian Theatre,

and then across the street was the Lyr ic,  vaudvi l le;  and then next one

was the Bi jou and then was the Unique, and then the Wigwam.

There were p'lenty.

For  5  cents  us  k ids  wou ld  go  in  and then when I  go t  a  l i t t le  o lder  i t

20

M:

C:

was l0 cents.  They used to have

then. You took the streetcar to

horse and buggy, you got in your

a horse, [you rode a horse].  I f

at  that  t ime, the T Model Ford.

that had money had big cars-- the

streetcars al l  over EJ Paso, no buses

go here and go there.  0r  i f  you had a

horse  and buggy;  o r  i f  you  l i ked  to  r ide

you had a Ford,  that  was the main car

And then later of  course, the people

Page,  S tudebaker ,  Cad i l lacs ,  b ig  cars .

When you were a young man, what did you do on a Saturday night to have a

good time?

wel l ,  my s is te rs  l i ked  to  go  danc ing ,  I 'd  take  my s is te rs .  0 r  my fa ther

wou ld  make us  a  dance a t  the  house and inv i te  our  f r iends .  They  wou ldn , t

le t  us  go  around.  We weren ' t  tha t  k ind .

Real str ict ,  huh?



CANDELARIA

C:  For  ins tance,  my s is te r  used to  be long to  a  c lub  o f  young lad ies ,  I  can

ment ion  some o f  those g i r l s  who are  now Ph.D.s ,  schoo l  teachers :  V i rg in ia

Gomez (who is  now Mrs .  Baf ios) ,  her  s is te r  De l f ina ,  her  o ther  s is te r  Mar ia ,

and then another s ister that  passed away, Blanca Gomez de Hi l l ;  they came

from Mexico, that  fami ly.  They,re al l  school  teachers here;  tops,  too.

And then other,  I  don,t  remember their  names. Those gir ls were f r iends of

ours '  and my father used to make a party at  home or they organized a c lub

and they  ren ted  the  She ldon Hote l ,  had a  n ice  b ig  danc ing  ha l l .

They had part ies there?

Yeah. Running around? Not for  us.  0thers,  Jes.  I  remember the Bluebird,

j t  used to be on Texas and Stanton at  the corner,  that  was publ ic;  I  never

did go there.  No, my dad was too str ict ,  he knew every damn p' lace. I f  I

d id  someth ing ,  he  knew i t .  [Wi th  h im]  work ing  fo r  the  Po l ice  Depar tment ,  a l l

the  cops  knew me.  (Chuck les)

You had to be pret ty straight,  huh?

I  had to !

What about the Depression, Mr.  Candelar ia? What do you remember about that?

0h, I  was marr ied then. I t  was pret ty rough, Jou bet you i t  was. My

wi fe  was work ing  as  a  nurse ,  and the  reason I  cou ldn l t  ge t  a  job  was ,cause

only one in a fami iy was al lowed to work.  I  was working for the rai l road

at that  t ime, see, and we were la id of f .  0f  course, when the Depression

came we used to work two or three days a week, and gradua'l ' ly they kept

cutt ing the days unt i l  f inal ly they c ' losed up. And my wife started working

as a nurse in the old Providence Hospi ta l .  I t  used to be on Upson and

santa Fe, right on the corner.

M: How long were you out of  work?
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Wel l ,  qu i te  a  wh i le ;  I  don ' t  remember  exac t ly .

What did you do when you didn' t  have work?

Wel l ,  I  took care of  the k ids whi le [ny wi fe]  workedl  she was working nights.

0 r  i f  I  cou ld ,  [ I ' d ]  land  a  job  he lp ing  a  fe l low f i x  a  car ,  o r  whatever  he

had to  do .  For  ins tance,  i f  a  water  l ine  brokeo I 'd  he lp  h im out .  He

d idn ' t  have a  job  e i ther ,  [ so ]  we he lped each o ther .  I f  they 'd  g ive  you

50 cents,  i t  was a hel l  of  a lot  of  money then. That was the Depression.

Now they have handouts.  That 's the worst  th ing they have done, instead

of putt ing a fe l low to work.  People don' t  want to work now. In those

days, that  was the t ime they bui l t  the Scenic Dr ive.  I t  was very narrow,

iust  for  a horse. Now they widened and f ixed i t  f rom one end to the other.

I  understand that a lot  of  people went to Juarez dur ing those years because

food was cheaper there.

0h ,  yeah.  I  was  one o f  them.  For  a  do l la r ,  I  used to  ge t  a  lo t  o f  food,

for one buck.

What th ings did you buy over there?

0h,  whatever  you needed:  to r t i l l as ,  l l l gso ,  huevos ,  lechugas,  tomatoes ,

ch i le ,  whatever  you 'd  ea t .  Somet imes meat .

Did they ever give you problems on the br idge, br inging i t  back?

No.

I  understand that some of the merchants over here didn' t  l ike that .

0h ,  o f  course  they  d idn ' t ' l i ke  i t !  They  were  too  damn h igh  fo r  us !  So i f

you need something and you have a fami ly,  what the he' l l  you going to do? you

look to feed them some way. Between whatever pay she was getting, two or

three dol lars,  and whatever I  made, i f  I  found something to do, we got

grocer ies  in  Juarez ,  sure !  Sure ,  Jou  had to ,  vou  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to
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buy i t  here .  I t  was  a  1o t  cheaper  in  Juarez ,

M:  Where  d id  you l i ve  dur ing  those years?

C:  I  was  l i v ing  on  625 Upson dur ing  the  Depress ion .  The house s t i l l  s tands ,

a  two-s to ry  bu i ld ing .

When did you go back to work?

when the Depression was over,  I  went back to the rairroad.

Do you know about when? In the late ,30s?

someth ing  l i ke  tha t ;  yeah,  the  la te '30s ,  because f the  Depress ion ]  s ta r ted

here  in  the  ear l y '30s ,  l a te '20s .  I  wen t  back  to  the  ra i l road .

Then world l , ' lar  I I  came along. Did that  have any ef fect  on your fami ly?

I  was l -A when I  was working for the rai ' l road.

When did you go into the Service?

I  d idn ' t  go  in to  the  regu la r  Serv ice ,  I  vo lun teered in to  the  Nat iona l  Guard

before the war came.

In between the First  World War and the Second World War?

That 's  r igh t .  There  was sau l  Paredes  and I ,  Madr id ,  De lgado.  De ' lgado 's

s t i l ' l  here ,  bu t  I  don ' t  know h is  adress .  Madr id  i s  no t  here  anymore .  Rober to

Delgado was Platoon sergeant,  and I  was supp' ly sergeant.  saul  paredes

was First  Sergeant.  captain Hughes is now dead. I  forget the names of

the  o ther  fe l lows.  I  io ined the  Nat iona l  Guard  to  learn  mi l i ta ry  t ra in ing ,
'cause I  a lways l iked i t .  And then when the war came in,  we were old,

because we were over 35, and we were marr ied and had smal l  chi ldren. So

those were out,  and I  was one of  them.

Did  E l  Paso change a ' lo t  as  a  resu l t  o f  Wor1d War  I I?

0h,  yeah.

A lo t  o f  so ld ie rs  here?
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c:  Oooh,  yeah,  c rowded!  p len ty  o f  'em.  Jus t  l i ke  in  the  F ins t  wor ld  war ,

we did too,  we had a lot  of  soldiers [ then].  Modesto Gomez was in the

Serv ice .  He was in  350th  Ammuni t ion  Tra in ing ,  he  was a  sergeant .  C leo fas

Cal leros was with that .  He now passed away.

M:  I  in te rv iewed h im,  too .

C:  C leo fas  Ca l le ros ,  I  knew h im.  And h is  b ro ther ,  I smae l ,  and I  were  in  the

Nat ional  Guard together.  Then I  met his brother when I  jo ined the Knights

o f  Co l  umbus.

How did you l ike working for ASARCO, the Smelter?

No t roub le .

A lot  of  Mexicans working there?

0h, yesl  99%. [Maybe] not that  much, but there were more Mexicans there

f t f ran Americans].  The on' ly Americans there [were the foremen].  Now they

have Mexican foremen, but at  f i rst  they didn,t .

They didn' t  have Mexican foremen?

No.

Why not?

wel l ,  they  d idn ' t  qua l i f y .  They  t r ied  to  make me a  fo reman,  bu t  I  tu rned

i  t  down.

I^lhv?

I  d idn ' t ' l i ke  i t .  You  had  to  go  day  and  n igh t ;  he l l ,  no !  when  someth ing

goes wrong'  they cal l  the foreman, then the foreman cal ls the machinist .  I

says '  "0h ,  no .  I ' l l  s tay  as  a  mach in is t . "  They  d idn ' t  ca l l  me bu t  one or

tw ice ,  o therw ise  I 'd  have to  go  [more  o f ten ] .  And bes ides ,  I 'd  have to

stay to f in ish a iob overt ime. 0h, ro.  But now they have Mexican foremen.

I ' . l1  te l l  you  what  happened once.  A f te r  the  second wor ld  war ,  they  cou idn ' t
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get no machinists,  because these machinists that  used to come and work at

the Smelter,  l ike I  said,  before,  they were one-machine men- you'd put

them on someth ing  e lse  and they  d idn ' t  know noth ing  about  i t .  The super -

in tendent  ( t  don ' t  remember  h is  name,  he  passed away) ,  h im and I  used to

get along f ine.  So one day he says, "Rudy, what am I  going to do? I

need a  mach in is t  and I  can ' t  f ind  h im.  "  I  says ,  "That ' s  s imp ' le .  "  He

says'  "what?rr  r rh le l l ,  these Mexican boys that 've served their  country,

they ' re  en t i t led  to  have be t te r  jobs .  Le t ' s  ge t  go ing . "  "who 's  go ing  to

t ra in  them?"  " I  do .  You jus t  te l l  the  fo reman to  leave me a lone.  I f  he

wants  the  job  done,  I ' l ' l  do  i t ;  [bu t  does  he ]  want  the  job  f i rs t  o r  do

you want me to teach those boys?" "Go ahead."  Before that  t ime, ASARCO

had a  schoo l  fo r  mach ine  shop,  as  apprent ice ,  bu t  tha t  t ime they  d idn ' t

have i t .  So I  began to teach them. Some of them are st i l l  there,  some

of them are now foremans. I  go there and they cal l  me, "Maestro."  you

go there  and ask  them fo r  Rudy cande lar ia ,  they ' l r  sdy ,  "E l  Maest ro . "

They  don ' t  ca l l  me Rudy Cande lar ia .

You trained a lot  of  them.

Yeah,  I 'd  teach them how to  run  the i r  mach ines ,  sharpen the i r  too ls .  Some

of them are st i l l  there,  some are foremans. I  broke them in.

Were you happy at ASARCO all those years?

Sure !

I 'm cur ious about the wages that they paid there in comparison to what

they would pay you i f  you were working someplace else,  in other parts of

the United States.

we l l ,  le t  me te l l  you ,  the  na t ion  is  d iv ided.  Some p laces  in  the  Eas t

pay more than in the south,  East,  or  west.  But here when I  went to the
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smel ter"  I  th ink we vuere get t ing a do1lar  an hour  when I  s tar ted,  see.

we l1 ,  we  d idn ' t  have  good  work ing  cond i t i ons ,  we  had  wood  f ' l oo rs .  I  had

quit  the sP, that  was af ter  the First  wor ld war,  and so I  came over to

ASARCO, and saw the conditions there. And some of the boys wanted to get,

t ransfered, but they wouldn' t  do i t  because they were lv lexican. So one

day I  got  together some of the best heads in the machine shop and the

bo i le r  shop ,  and  I  to ld  them,  "Le t ' s  o rgan ize  a  un ion . "  "0h ,  no !  We, l l

ge t  f i red ! "  I  sa id ,  "L ike  he l l  we  w i j l .  t , . l e ' re  go ing  to  o rgan ize  a  un ion . "

So I  got  wi th some of the boys there,  and af ter  work we started talk ing.

Gradual ]y,  we used to have meet ings across the street f rom the Smei l ter .

We s ta r ted  ta lk ing ,  and we go t  a  un ion .  We had our  f i rs t  s t r i ke .  Work ing

cond i t ions  began to  change,  they  gave us  a  ra ise .  There  was d isc r im ina t ion ,

yes, but that  began to stop. Then we had another big str ike,  and then

another,  and then another.  Now you go there and see. Some of the old t imers

are  s t i l l  here .  Nacho Agu i r re  l i ves  someplace around here ,  I  don ' t  know

his  address .  Juan Marquez,  he 's  ou t  o f  town now.

When d id  you organ ize  th is  un ion?

I t  wasn ' t  me on ly ,  i t  was  severa l  o f  us .  I  jus t  b rought  the  idea to  one

of them and then we al l  started working together.  Let 's see, I  don' t  remember

the year,  no me acuerdo.

In  the  '40s?

Yes .

Af te r  the  war .  You say  there  was d isc r im ina t ion .  What  k ind  o f  d isc r im ina t ion?

For  ins tance,  one day  the  fo reman sa id ,  ' ,Hay ,  you ! , '  I  d idn ' t  pay  no

at ten t ion ,  I  d idn ' t  know who in  the  he l l  he  was ta lk ing  to .  He came to  me

and says ,  "Hey ,  you . "  I  sa id ,  "L is ten ,  my  name a in ' t  ,Hey ,  Vou , 'my  name
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is  Cande lar ia .  Unders tand? I f  you  need me you ca l l  me Cande lar ia ,  no t ,

'Huy, you." '  So that was the end of  h im. And some other guys, they t r ied

to do the same way, and I  to ld them, "Uh, uh. That 's not my name." And

I  to ld  the  o ther  fe l low,  "No se  de jen . "  And they  s ta r ted  do ing  tha t  and

we s ta r ted  ge t t ing  the  un ion .  And no  more ,  "Hey,  you , ' r  [no  more ]  ye l l ing .

I  says,  "Toma, the same to you!"  (Laughter)  So that was i t .

D id  you have any  t roub le  o rgan iz ing  the  un ion?

No.

Did management give you trouble?

How could they i f  we didn' t  have our meet ings on their  grounds? Everything

was a f te r  work ing  hours .  l ^ le  d idn ' t  s ta r t  ra is ing  he I1  [un t i l ]  we go t

organized. They tr ied to scare me. My foreman came and told me, "You're

going to get f i red."  I  says,  "Go ahead. Give me my t ime. For what reason

are you going to f i re me?"

Did anybody get f i red?

No,  he l l ,  no !  They  cou ldn ' t !  How cou ld  they? To ge t  f i red  you had to

spo i l  the  job ,  o r  i f  the  fo reman to id  you [ to  do  someth ing ]  and you d idn ' t

do it. But one day the foreman gave me a job and at the same time [he gave]

the same job to his son. t t ty job came perfect ,  I  put  i t  to work.  His job

didn' t  f i t .  So then they came back and threw i t  there and told [ the foreman]

that the iob was no good, but they didn' t  say whose [ i t  was].  So he came

over  to  me and he  says ,  "Yout re  f i red . "  I  says ,  "Why?r r  r rThe job  a in t t

wor th  a  damn."  I  says ,  "Prove i t . "  Then h is  son heard  and saysn "Dad

th is  i s  h is  job .  That ' s  mine . "  He jus t  pu t  h is  head down and wa lked o f f .

We f i red some of those foremans af ter  we got organized. We didn' t  f i re

the machine shop foreman, though.
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The Anglo foremen?

Sure! Eran puros americanos. Ahora s i  hqtr  mexicanos.

Do you think in those days they purposely had Anglo foremen and purposely

didn' t  have Mexican foremen?

Thht 's  r igh t .  They  jus t  d idn ' t  care  fo r  you ,  they  jus t  thought  you cou ldn ' t

do i t .  No, everything has changed. But once you got organized, they

cou ldn ' t  do  a  damn th ing  and they  cou ldn ' t  f i re  you.  They  had to  have a

reason. I f  you f i red a worker,  Jou had to go to the union, and go to your

super intendent [and tel1 them] why you f i red him. That 's how we f i red

some foremans, and cal led them boys that was f i red back. And the foreman,

out.  0nce we got organized, there was no more, , 'Hey, Jou,"  no more. They

cal led you by your name. l ' ly  n ickname was Rudy, for  Rodol fo.

Do you think the Mexican community has improved a great deal  over the

years?

Sure !  A  lo t .  We got  mach in is ts ,  we go t  e lec t r i c ians ,  we go t  p ipe f i t te rs ,

we have painters,  we have carpenters;  everything. At f i rst  the big jobs

was fo r  the  Ang los .  Now you go  to  the  Smel te r  and you f ind ,  1e t ' s  see ,  I

th ink there are only two Americans. One of  them is a scab, he was a scab

in the 
' last  

str ike we had.

Is  i t  a l l  un ion  now?

Sure !  CIO.  Congress  o f  Indus t r ia l  0 rgan iza t ions .

You were saying that the Uni ted States is div ided into zones?

That is,  in pay. In Cal i fornia they get more salary than we do. In other

states too.  The salary here at  the Smelter,  I  don' t  know exact ' ly  how much

i t  i s  now,  bu t  s t i l l  i n  o ther  s ta tes  i t ' s  h igher  than here .

Do you think th is is the lowest of  anywhere in the Uni ted States?
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h le l l ,  I  don ' t  know;  i t  cou ld  be ,  i t  cou ld  no t .  Bu t  tha t  t ime,  we were

the lowest unt i l  we got organized; f rom one dol ' lar  to two, three dol lars.

When I  was ret i red,  I  was gett ing $f .00 an hour.  Now they're gett ing,

I  th ink ,  s ix ,  seven do l la rs  an  hour ,  w i th  the  cos t  o f  l i v ing .  But  o ther  s ta tes

get more than El Paso does. I understand that East Texas pays more than

here.  Now the rai l roads here are gone. We used to have the SP, the Santa

Fe, Texas and Paci f ic ;  no more. Al l  we have now is the cement plant,

the ASARC0, and Phelps dodge. Ya no bgJ. ferrocamiles.

Is there anything e ' lse that  you'd l ike to ta lk about? I  seem to have

exhausted qy quest ions.

ldel l ,  that 's about al l  I  remember.

This is the end of  the interview with Mr.  Candelar ia.  0n the reverse side

is  an  in te rv iew w i th  Mrs .  Cande lar ia .
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