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Free taxi services help keep students
safe this spring break

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

No DUI El Paso is a taxi service
that will pick up and drop off inebri-
ated patrons in the El Paso area free
of charge.

Tyler Rouse founded the initiative
on May 2012, the operations began
on Oct. 5, of the same year. Fort Bliss
soldiers and El Paso citizens volun-
teer their time to the organization to
run the free taxi services. w

No DUI El Paso is a nonprofit orga-
nization aimed at stopping irrespon-
sible drinking and driving.

Rouse said he opened the company
with the goal of reducing DUI rates
at Ft. Bliss, but after careful consider-
ation, he decided to expand the orga-
nization to civilians as well.

“As of right now, we cover 1,200
square miles, are available to over 1.1
million people and have transported
over 8,900 individuals in El Paso so
far,” Rouse said.

66

To stay safe, you
should never go to
parties alone,and you
should always have a
designated driver or
call a cab if you are too
incapacitated to drive.

2

- Karen Contreras
senior accounting
major

When a taxi is requested, two vol-
unteers are sent out to the location,
one who will drive the patron in the
taxi and another who will transport
the patron’s car.

All volunteers must go through
extensive training in order to qualify
as volunteers, both before they begin
volunteering altogether and on the
nights they volunteer.

“All volunteers are subject to back-
ground checks and vehicle inspec-
tions prior to driving,” Rouse said.

Volunteers go through extensive
background checks in order to ensure
they have not been under the influ-
ence of alcohol or medication that
prevents machine handling and all
are personally interviewed by Rouse.

Vehicles must pass all legal quali-
fications such as proper headlights,
mirrors and others enforced by the
law before volunteers are allowed to
drive them to pick up patrons.

Rouse said the organization has
been successful in both reducing DUI
rates and alcohol-related accidents.

“We have been able to help lower
the DUI rate by 32 percent,” Rouse
said. “Alcohol traffic fatalities have
also been decreased by 61 percent
within the two and a half years of op-
eration, so the organization has been
really successful so far”

Karen Contreras, senior account-
ing major, said she has never used the
free taxi services, but if needed, she
would take advantage of this service.

“You need to know how to handle
yourself,” Contreras said. “That is why
you need to limit yourself.

Contreras also said there are many
ways to stay safe during spring break
among all the alcohol and tempta-
tions to drink and party.

According to the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving the only time will
help a person sober up, not coffee,
cold showers or exercise. Statistics
posted on the MADD website state

that drunk driving is highest among
the ages 21 through 25.

Tara Barndao, sophomore electrical
engineering major, said she did not
know El Paso had a free taxi service,
but would use it if she needs to.

“If you are too drunk to drive, you
should call a cab to stay safe,” Barnd-
ao said.

No DUI El Paso services are avail-
able from 11 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. on Fri-
days and Saturdays. They also have
staff assistance from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday and Satur-
day from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. For more
information or to request a taxi, call
877-366-7604.

Other taxi services in El Paso in-
clude United Independent Cab Co.,
EP Shuttle and Border Taxi Cab. To
request taxis from United Indepen-
dent Cab Co., call 590-8294, from
EP Shuttle, call 407-9863 and Border
Taxi Cab, call 533-4245.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.
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Miners go through nightmare on the road

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR

Miner head coach Tim Floyd was ejected in UTEP’s game against La Tech and suspended for the game at Southern Miss.

BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

UTEP was in sole possession of
second place in Conference USA
and within striking distance of leader
Louisiana Tech.

Two road losses later and the Min-
ers have lost all possibility of finish-
ing as the top team in the conference
and are in a three-way tie for fourth
place, putting a first-round bye in the
conference tournament very much in
danger.

UTEP will finish the regular season
at home against two Texas schools—
North Texas and Rice—on Thurs-
day, March 5, and Saturday, March 7,
respectively.

“Were trying to get into this top
four, but we were battling to win a
league title a couple of days ago,” said
assistant coach Bob Cantu. “Now we
just want to get into the top four and
this is just really unacceptable. Just
hoping that it really causes us to re-
focus going into the next two weeks.”

The nightmare weekend began in
Ruston, La. The Miners visited Loui-
siana Tech hoping to exact some re-
venge on the team that beat them in
El Paso early in the season, and grab
the top spot in the conference.

They didn’t.

Tim Floyd’s team, focused on show-
ing they were a different team than
that one the Bulldogs beat in early
January, put in a performance that
was all too similar to exactly what
they wanted to avoid.

“I thought our poise was nowhere
near where it needed to be,” Floyd
said. “As a result, we got beaten by
a better team. They just thoroughly
whipped us”

(44

Like what happened when the
teams met in El Paso, the Miners just
could not get a basket to fall on the
floor of the Reed Green Coliseum.
The Bulldogs opened the game with a
10-2 run, and by the time UTEP had
double digits on the scoreboard, they
were down by double digits, 23-10,
with eight minutes to go in the first
half.

This is just really
unacceptable.

Just hoping that it
really causes us to
refocus going into
the next two weeks.

2

- Bob Cantu,
UTEP men’s basketball
assistant coach

Louisiana Tech made eight 3-point-
ers during the first 20 minutes, while
UTEP went 0-7 from beyond the arc.

“Their pressure seemed to really
bother us,” Floyd said. “We had an
inability to guard the 3-point line,
which started with a lack of ability to
get back on defense”

The second half was not much bet-
ter. The Bulldogs pushed their lead
to 18 early in the second half and the
Miners never really got back in it.
The tough outing was topped off by

Floyd’s ejection with 10 minutes left
in the game.

The turnaround and opportunity
at redemption were quick for UTEP
as they visited Southern Mississippi.
There is only one team in Confer-
ence USA with a worse record than
the Golden Eagles, and for the first 20
minutes of play it showed.

The Miners allowed Southern Miss
to score just 20 points on 26.9 per-
cent shooting in the first half, and be-
hind junior guard Earvin Morris’ 16
points, UTEP had a commanding 15
point lead at the half.

Then it all went wrong.

UTEP turned the ball over 11 times
after the break and gave up twice as
many points as they did in the first
half. The Golden Eagles completed
the stunning comeback to beat the
Miners 60-63.

“You have to value the basketball
every possession and I thought we
didn’t do that,” Cantu said.

Morris added 10 more points in
the second half, giving him a new
career-high of 26, but no other Miner
was able to break the double-digit
threshold.

The steady and reliable senior guard
C.J. Cooper had five turnovers. Soph-
omore forward Vince Hunter added
five giveaways himself and senior
center Cedric Lang fouled out of the
game for the fourth straight time.

Thanks to the disastrous weekend
away from home, the Miners now
find themselves in a tie with Western
Kentucky and Old Dominion—all
with a record of 11-5—for the final
two top spots in the conference.

UTEP faces North Texas and Rice to
finish off the season, and both teams

are fighting for better seeding in the
conference’s post-season tournament.

North Texas will be at the Don
Haskins Center first on Thursday,
March 5. The Mean Green is coming
off a loss at home to Old Dominion
that stopped a five-game winning
streak. During the winning streak,
North Texas had wins over UAB,
currently second in conference, and
Middle Tennessee.

The Mean Green, 14-14, 8-8 in
conference, are led by senior guard
Jordan Williams, who averages 15.4
points per game. Williams is the
only player at North Texas averaging
points in double digits.

The Mean Green will be at a disad-
vantage when it comes to size, with
no player listed over 6-foot-8-inches.
On paper, UTEP should dominate
inside, but that was the case against
Louisiana Tech, the worst rebounding
team in the conference, and the Bull-
dogs outrebounded the Miners 44-34.

North Texas brings to town two
players who are the among the top 15
rebounders in the league—freshman
Jeremy Combs averages 6.5 rebounds
a game and senior Colin Voss aver-
ages an even 6.

Rice comes to town after North
Texas. The Owls will be in San Anto-
nio to play UTSA on Thursday before
arriving in El Paso and they have lost
two straight. They lost to Old Domin-
ion and Charlotte this past weekend
at home.

Rice is tied with UTSA and Mar-
shall with a conference record of 7-9
and just a game ahead of Charlotte
and FIU, who sit at 8-10. These last
couple of games will play a big part
in deciding the seeding and matchups
for the conference tournament that
will take place in Birmingham, Ala.,
in just a couple of weeks.

Rice will not finish with a winning
record this regular season, but it does

boast important wins against top
teams in the league like UAB, West-
ern Kentucky and Middle Tennessee.

The Owls™ leading scorer is senior
forward Seth Gearhart. The 6-foot-
7-inch Oregon native is the 10th
best scorer in the league averaging
15.4 points a game. He averages 5.3
rebounds per game and is second in
that category to sophomore center
Andrew Drone, who barely cracks
the top 25 in conference with his 5.6
average.

It can't be easy to recover from a
weekend like UTEP men’s basketball
just experienced, when the negative
seems to erase all the positives this
team has experienced before.

“I felt we were playing great basket-
ball, had won seven in a row;” Cantu
said. “As a coach, we have to keep
them up, we got to keep them moving
and we have to keep them positive”

This final weekend of the regular
season can be crucial in what the
Miners do this March, now that noth-
ing short of a conference tournament
championship will be enough to land
a spot among the 68 teams that play
for a national championship.

This weekend’s games provide the
opportunity to rebound from the
worst three days of a long season and
gather some momentum for the trip
to Birmingham. Despite their records
and place in the standings, beating
Rice and North Texas is important—
very important.

“This is something that I really
hope the guys understand. If we want
to finish in the top four, we gotta win
these two home games...against two
very good opponents that are playing
really good basketball,” Cantu said.
“You gotta win these, you gotta get in
and only have three games to play in
the tournament.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

Junior guard Earvin Morris scored a career-high 26 points against Southern Miss.
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INBRIEF
WOMEN'S TRACK & FIELD

The women’s team won their first-ever confer-
ence championship last week at the C-USA Indoor
Championships. The Miners tallied 122 points,
well ahead the second-place WKU.

Next up @ NCAA Championships in Fayetteville,
Ark.

March 13-14

SOFTBALL

Miners open Conference USA play with a double
header against Middle Tennessee on March 7 at
the Helen of Troy Field.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

March 5 @ Northe Texas
March 7 @ Rice
March 11-14 @ C-USA Championships

WOMEN’S GOLF

The women'’s team will be in Honolulu, HI., for the
Dr. Dennis Thompson Invitational on March 10-11.

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD

The men’s team placed third with 101 points.
WKU was crowned champion with 127 points.

Next up @ NCAA Championships in Fayetteville,
Ark.
March 13-14

TENNIS

The Lady Miners opened Conference USA play by
beating UTSA 4-3 at the EI Paso Country Club.
They will visit Cal State Northridge on March 10.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

March 5 vs. North Texas
March 7 vs. Rice
March 11-14 @ C-USA Championships

MEN’S GOLF

Border Olympics in Laredo, Tx.
March 13-14

BASEBALL from page 14

Although, it is on the other side of
the mountain, it is a baseball stadium
that is just sitting there being unused.
I am just throwing that out there—
seeing as how a lack of facilities is one
excuse that the administration has
used in the past to justify the lack of
a Division I college baseball program.

It is most definitely not a fitting
honor for two men who played such a
huge role in UTEP and El Paso base-
ball history to tear it down.

Cohen coached the Miners with his
brother Syd until 1978. Two coaches
later, Bill Kinneberg would be at the
helm when the Miners won 33 games
to close out this portion of baseball’s
history at UTEP.

A big part of the 1985 team was
pitcher Mike Maddux—if you are a
baseball fan, you may be familiar with
the last name. Mike is the brother of
baseball hall of famer Greg Maddux.
Mike is the best player to ever come
out of the UTEP baseball program.
He pitched in the majors for 15 years.

Mike is currently the pitching coach
with the Texas Rangers. He would be
a prime candidate to come back home
and coach the Miners’ baseball team,
should the need arise. If there is a
little bit of hope to be had, it is that
UTEP president Dr. Diana Natalicio
has stated that baseball is her favor-
ite sport. So, at least we baseball fans
have that hope to hold on to.

In the meantime, my son and I
will be heading to Maddux’s Rangers
Spring Training in Arizona—where
hope springs eternal for all men. I
will be wearing my UTEP baseball
cap. My son will be wearing his Under
Armour UTEP baseball shirt.

Juson Green may he reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.
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