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50 Shades of fucked up
BY MARIA ESQUINCA
The Prospector

Christian Grey 
and Anastasia 
Steele are the new-
est power couple. 
�eir taboo love, 
�lled with rope, 
paddles and leather 
whips, have sold 
more than 100 mil-

lion copies.
I remember �rst reading the novel 

in 2011. Huddled over the book, I was 
entranced and �nished the book in 
two days. 

My uncle asked me what I was read-
ing, and I mumbled, ‘nothing.’ 

I didn’t want to tell him I was read-
ing a BDSM scene, where Ana, the 
protagonist, was getting her clitoris 
�icked with a leather whip by the 
handsome Christian Grey.

I thought the writing was bad, but it 
was something new, and it felt strangely 
liberating to read something so taboo.

If you were to ask me now what I 
think about the book I would say the 
book is the continuation of the literal 
and symbolic domination of women by 
men through a skewed view of BDSM. 

�e book, “50 Shades of Grey” is 
about Ana Steele and Christian Grey. 
Ana, a young college student, �rst 
meets the handsome and rich Grey 
for an interview for the college news-
paper. �is marks the beginning of a 
BDSM dom/sub union through a le-
gal contract. 

Rhonda Perky, a student sociolo-
gist who writes about BDSM, wrote 
that dominace/sumission, sadism 
and masochism, fall under the label 
of BDSM.

S&M is about deriving sexual plea-
sure from pain. �e dom or sadist in-
�icts pain upon the sub or masochist.

However, “50 Shades of Grey” por-
trays an abusive relationship under 
the guise that it’s BDSM.

Instances of abusive-possessive 
behavior are shown before the 
BDSM contract is signed between 
Ana and Grey.

He is presented as a controlling 
man a few pages into the book.

When �rst interviewing him, Grey 
tells Ana that he exercises “control on 
all things,” (pg. 12).

He further adds, “A man who ac-
quires the ability to take full posses-
sion of his own mind may take pos-
session of anything else to which he 
is justly entitled. I’m very singular, 
driven. I like control – of myself and 
those around me” (pg. 11).

�is possessive behavior extends 
to Ana—she is something to be 
owned, something to be had—and 
in this manner she is de-humanized 
and objecti�ed.

“You are mine,” he whispers. “Only 
mine. Don’t forget it,” (pg 86). It’s im-
portant to note, that this scene is be-
fore they’re actings as dom/sub’s. 

Day One, a non-pro�t organization 
that �ghts to end dating abuse and 
domestic violence, lists possessive-
ness or treating you like property as 
a warning sign of abuse.  Others in-
clude jealousy or insecurity, telling 
you what to do and explosive temper, 
all behaviors seen in Grey throughout 
the book. 

People that defend the book are quick 
to point out that the relationship is not 
abusive because it’s part of BDSM.

Yet, Clarisse �orn, a BDSM writer, 
says within BDSM role policing is a 
way to police that dom/sub role in 
a way that leads, assumptions about 
both roles.

“O�en, people do this via what we call 
role policing--they make claims about 
“real submission” and “real dominance.” 

Grey participates in role policing by 
telling Ana that she is supposed to act 
submissive to him, “in all things.”

“It means I want you to willingly 
surrender yourself to me, in all things.” 
I frown at him as I try to assimilate 
this idea. “Why would I do that?” “To 
please me,” he whispers,” (pg.72).

�orn adds that this is problematic 
because, “the consent problem here is 
that role policing can be used to mess 
with people’s consent.”

�e consent between Ana and Grey 
are clearly blurred in the book.

Pamela Anderson, another writer 
and BDSM’er writes, “When a sub-
missive or dominant says “Red” it 
means HARD STOP.  Christian not 
only ignored Ana’s safe word in one 
scene, but he expressed anger at her 
need to hold her own boundaries.  
�at is sexual abuse and assault. �at 
is not BDSM”

�ese are a few out of many ex-
amples from a book that romanticizes 
abuse, under the pretense that it’s 
“BDSM.” 

�is book and the movie are harm-
ful to women because it presents an 
abusive relationship as something 
ideal, romantic and Grey as the per-
fect partner.

Anderson concludes, “while the 
book may be a sexy read (it’s �ction!), 
we really don’t want to have this as 
our template for hot sexy delicious 
consensual BDSM sexual encounters 
and relationships.”

It’s my hope that readers and view-
ers, especially women, will be able 
to make the distinction not only be-
tween �ction and reality, but also be-
tween healthy and abusive. 

Grey is not the perfect man. He is 
an abusive controlling man. 

Maria Esquinca may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

Bitter-sweet and proud
BY AMANDA GUILLEN
The Prospector

It seems every 
year a�er all the 
Christmas candy 
has cleared the 
shelves, stores start 
making room for 
Valentine’s Day 
merchandise. 

For many this is 
just a small reminder that time is tick-
ing to �nd that special person who 
you’ll share Feb. 14th with, or if you 
have that special someone to �nd the 
gi� that will make their day perfect. 

For others it is the time of year 
where we put our blinders on and head 
straight for the necessities and book it 
out of the store quicker than you can 
say “Be Mine”. 

�is year I can’t decide which hat I 
will wear, given that last Valentine’s Day 
my revelation was that this holiday is a 
day to celebrate love, romantic or not. 

Although I still believe this to be true 
it got me thinking, ‘why is it bad to be 
bitter on Valentine’s Day?’ Now, before I 
get all Carrie Bradshaw in this column, 
I think about all the girls and guys that 
will be complaining and whimpering 
about the holiday. 

I always told myself that I would nev-
er be one to feel bad for myself or bring 
down Valentine’s Day just because I 
didn’t have a signi�cant other, but when 
thinking about why people drown 
themselves in the loathing of Valentine’s 
Day I start to wonder if deep down in-
side I, too, am a secret love-day-hater 
cloaked in an optimistic mindset. 

Now, typically the biggest Valentine’s 
Day haters are the people that would 
be rubbing it in others faces if they did 
have a Valentine via social media—they 
are the ones who wished but did not 
receive. Regardless of my true feelings 
toward Valentine’s Day, I want every 
dateless single to embrace being bitter 
because if you do it right it can be fun. 

Following this �ve-step process will 
bring out the bitterness in you and will, 
in the end, let you say ‘I am bitter and 
proud.’ (Disclaimer: what may work for 
some may not work for all, try this at 
your own risk). 

Step one: smile at every cutesy cou-
ple, especially the girl with the over-
sized bear and roses, and just think 
you won’t have to worry about your 
�owers dying or the bear taking up 
space in your college-sized apartment. 
Also, it is scienti�cally proven that 
smiling can add years to your life (giv-

ing us more time to �nd that special 
someone…or not). 

Step two: sleep in and dress how you 
please, since you don’t have to worry 
about impressing anyone. You can roll 
out of bed and not feel the pressure of 
looking good for the day or night. �is 
will leave you feeling rejuvenated and 
wide awake—enough to binge on a 10-
hour Net�ix marathon. 

Step 3: Go buy yourself something 
nice with the money that you won’t 
spend on a gi�. Treat yourself to that 
bag you’ve had your eye on or that 
watch you said you didn’t need. �e 
great thing about buying your own gi�s 
is knowing you’ll never be disappointed. 

Step 4: stay on social media. Al-
though some stay away from social 
media to avoid the sappy posts and the 
�aunting of love and gi�s, you should 
be able to double tap, like, favorite and 
comment on anything Valentine relat-
ed. Be happy that there is love consum-
ing the air waves rather than hate. Don’t 
be that person that one day says you’re 
tired of hearing about the negative and 
then reject the positive that is love. 

Step 5: spread the love. Every year I 
look forward to the red heart-shaped 
lollipops. I always stock up since I know 
they won’t be back until the next year. 

see BITTER-SWEET on page 6
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get acne, since you’re going through 
puberty. I had perfect �awless skin be-
fore this.”

A�er the �rst year, Perez’s voice set-
tled, but he still can’t sing like he used to. 

“I don’t have as wide of a vocal range 
because my voice will just crack. In a 
couple of years, I’ll be able to hit those 
higher notes,” he said. “Hopefully, I get 
facial hair one day. I’m just fuzzy.” 

Perez said that transitioning costs a 
lot of money, and those who want to 
transition have to have a doctor who 
will treat and see them as a transgender 
person who is sane. 

Texas still considers transitioning to 
a di�erent sex as psychological. �ose 
who want to transition must go through 

three months of psychological therapy 
�rst to prove that they are a transgender 
person. Only then can hormone treat-
ment be started. 

Once a willing therapist is found, the 
transgender person has to �nd a willing 
endocrinologist to administer the hor-
mone treatments and begin treatment. 

“My family struggled with it, but I 
think they would have struggled with 
it more if I had been younger,” Perez 
said. “�e changes have been gradual 
enough that my family was able to get 
used to it, like my voice being di�erent.” 

During Christmas, his family wrote 
Adriano on his gi�s. 

“When my mom yells at me, she’ll 
call me Adriano, so that’s cool,” 
Perez said. “You’re mad at me, but I’m so happy that you’re using the 

right name.”
Perez changed his name last sum-

mer, keeping his initials the same and 
using his mother’s maiden name as 
his last name. 

“My mom’s middle name is Kristina 
so I made mine Kristian, and I tell her, 
‘see, you can’t be mad at me because I 
changed my name to yours,’” he said.  

Dr. Oralia Loza, assistant profes-
sor of public health sciences, recently 
�nished a study that focused on trans-
gender women in the El Paso/Juárez, 
Mexico region, speci�cally what their 
health needs were and where they ac-
cess services. 

“�ey had never been interviewed 
for a health needs assessment before, 
and we didn’t know what the resources 
were in the community,” Loza said. 

�e study is now under revision 
and Loza is working on publishing 
the �ndings. 

“What we found is that at the time 
of the interview, there were no services 
in El Paso for transgender women in 
2012-2013. We asked for any other re-
sources, and we didn’t identify any from 
the participants, so that was alarming,” 
she said. 

Since the interviews, however, Loza 
has been working with community 
partners, including the Department of 
Public Health and two physicians in 
endocrinology and pediatrics—includ-

ing Dr. Hector Granados—from Texas 
Tech University Health Science Center 
in El Paso, the O�ce of Diversity Af-
fairs at Texas Tech, International AIDS 
Empowerment and �e M Factor, to 
create a professional network that will 
work toward improving health services 
for lesbian, gays, bisexual and transgen-
der persons living in El Paso.

“Services have emerged and people 
have come forward. Centers that didn’t 
exist have returned with a di�erent 
name, like OUTright Community Cen-
ter, an LGBT youth center,” Loza said. 
“�at didn’t exist �ve years ago, so I 
guess some agencies have come back 
under a new name, design, manage-
ment, etc.”

�e two physicians are trained in 
transgender health. �ey built a com-
plete clinic within Texas Tech for trans-
gender children to receive the care they 
need in all areas, such as mental health 
assessment, hormone treatment and 
puberty blockers. 

�e pediatric clinic also serves adults 
because of the need in the region, Loza 
said. Now, the network is working on 
�nding a mental health provider who 
can provide the portion of care that 
transgender people need. 

“People here are not willing to do 
that, or they’re not ready. �ey don’t 
feel comfortable for whatever reason,” 
she said. “If they’re here, they’re hard 
to �nd. We have a network with pro-
fessionals from di�erent sectors of the 
community, including HIV care and 
LGBT outreach from the new center. If 
we can’t �nd them as professionals, how 
is somebody who feels uncomfortable 
stepping forward and coming out going 
to �nd them?”

�e community partners who were 
brought on board to serve the transgen-
der population took pledges, promising 
to be sensitive to LGBT patients. 

“So instead of saying, ‘is that your 
wife or girlfriend?’ they will say, ‘is that 
your partner?’ �ey welcome other sce-
narios that are non-traditional or not 
being assessed on the forms,” Loza said. 
“�ose are small changes that are oc-
curring in health care.”

Loza and her partners want to launch 
a study where all health care and social 
services providers in the region are in-
terviewed on how willing they are to 

serve the LGBT community, particu-

larly transgender people. 

�at information will go on a re-

source page that will be posted on the 

city’s website. 

“�is has been a huge e�ort. It has 

brought a lot of people together who care 

about the community, and have realized 

that there is nothing here for them. We 

want to change that,” Loza said. 

Loza said that when people talk about 

health in the LGBT community, spe-

ci�cally transgender women, they are 

always talking about HIV. 

“�ey are a human body that has oth-

er organs, and engages in other behav-

iors besides sex,” she said. “So we need 

to address that, and remove the stigma 

of only focusing on HIV. �ere are dis-

parities in other things.”

Perez said that he knows transgender 

people who turn to sex work to survive 

because they cannot get hired in a typi-

cal setting—whether the transgender 

person feels uncomfortable or the em-

ployer doesn’t respect them. 

“To each his own in sex work, I’m 

not shaming anyone, but when you’re 

forced into that situation, that’s a prob-

lem. A lot of people have trans fanta-

sies—wanting to sleep with a trans man 

or trans woman—too, and dealing with 

those kind of people is dangerous,” Per-

ez said. “�ey’re not in the right state 

of mind, they’re not people who will 

respect you or be safe and clean. �at’s 

why HIV and AIDS, STIs in general, 

are more prevalent in the trans com-

munity. I’ve been fortunate enough not 

to do that. I’m privileged.”

Lorain Ambrocio may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@gmail.com.

I know that I’m not the only one who 
shares my admiration for the candy so 
buy some lollipops and pass them out 
to every person you make eye contact 
with in the halls or outside walking 
across campus. 

Now, although some of you may read 
this and �nd it pathetic that people take 
the time to feel good about their date-
less selves on Valentine’s Day, you are the 
problem that I am trying to avoid and the 
reason why I am writing this column. 

I wanted to show others how to do 
bitter the right way, in style. As humans, 
we walk around every day being bitter 
about something in life whether it is 
about our grades, work or lifestyle. We 
always �nd a way to put a damper on 
any situation. 

I wanted to make sure that the singles 
who may feel le� out this Saturday feel 

included and feel the urge to post about 
their awesome day rather than about 
how horrible they feel since they don’t 
have a Valentine or those typical I hate 
Valentine’s Day posts. 

When you take control of the situa-
tion you’re in and embrace it, you break 
free from any hostility that you might 
�nd within yourself.

If you chose to be bitter this Val-
entine’s Day know that I think that it 
is a great option. Be bitter about hate, 
be bitter about inequality and be bit-
ter about negativity, but never take the 
time or energy to be bitter about love, 
because with love comes change and in 
this time in our history, we as a country 
need change. 

Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily@
gmail.com.

BITTER-SWEET from page 2

OUTREACH from page 3
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BY VALERIE HERRERA
The Prospector

February is Responsible Pet Own-
ership Month. �is month will cel-
ebrate all pet owners who are respon-
sible and are serious about taking care 
of their pets.  It’s also a great way for 
pet owners to step back and take a 
look at how they are doing.

During this month, people are en-
couraged to pass the importance of 
being a responsible pet owner on to 
others and educate the public about 
how to be responsible for the sake of 
their pets’ well-being. 

Including a pet in your family can 
be a large responsibility, but it can 
also be incredibly rewarding. 

Every year millions of dogs and cats 
end up in shelters for a number of 
reasons most usually associated with 
the pet owner not being aware of how 
to care for their pet properly.

“Not all animals are the same and 
have emotions, so the more you work 
with animals the more you get to rec-
ognize and see each one as a unique 
personality with di�erent needs,” said 
Betty Hoover, executive director of 
the Humane Society of El Paso 

Hoover said people should consid-
er adopting a pet almost the same as 
adopting a child because the animal 
will be a new addition to the family. 

“Being a responsible pet owner is 
much more than just providing ad-
equate water, food and shelter for 
your pet, it is a lifetime commitment,” 
Hoover said.

Pet owners are quite o�en not pre-
pared for pet ownership and all that 
it entails when adopting a pet. Pet 
abandonment leads to overcrowding 

of animal shelters, animal abuse and 
the unnecessary death of innocent 
animals. 

“When animals are trained and 
cared for properly, they are less likely 
to be given up to a shelter,” Hoover 
said.

Providing for your pets’ physical 
needs and caring for them with love 
are the �rst requirements of respon-
sible pet owners, but these are not the 
only requirements.

Many pet owners have a busy life-
style and tend to live within a bound-
ary system set up of social standards 
and o�en don’t take the time to notice 
the signs in their pet’s behavior. 

For most people owning a pet is 
considered a privilege and results in a 
mutually bene�cial relationship. 

Gerardo Reyes, senior mechanical 
engineering major, owns a 6-year-old 
boxer named Ticho. Reyes said pet 
owners need to be attentive to no-
tice their behavior because they can’t 
communicate.

“I raised my boxer since he was two 
months old and he is truly my best 
friend. I consider pet responsibility 
like taking care of your own son or 
daughter,” Reyes said. “�ey are de-
fenseless beings and really depend on 
us just as an infant would.”

According to the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals, animal cruelty laws and regu-
lations are set up by municipalities, 
cities or counties and can vary widely 
from state to state. 

“It is a requirement in El Paso to 
get a domestic animal micro-chipped 
whether it’s a cat, dog, rabbit or a fer-
ret. It is also important to provide 
adequate food and shelter for the ani-

mal especially during the hot summer 
and cold winter days,” Hoover said. 
“�ere are also chain and tethering 
regulations in the city.”

Hoover said pets show signs in 
their behavior, their water consump-
tion, their eating habits and activ-
ity, so as caring and concerned pet 
parents, these signs must be sought 
everywhere.

“Another way of contributing to re-
sponsible pet ownership, even if you 
yourself don’t own a pet, if you see an 
animal that is not being treated prop-
erly, you need to report it to authori-
ties so that they can look into it and 
ensure that the animal is removed 
from the situation,” Hoover said.

�e bene�ts of pet ownership do 
come with obligations, so it is impor-
tant to stay informed on current tips 
to educate yourself about how to care 
for your pet.

Rene Miranda, sophomore me-
chanical engineering major, owns 
two dogs and a gold�sh and said it is 
important for pet owners to be  in-
formed about the responsibly of own-
ing a pet before they get one.

“�ey are completely dependent on 
us for their welfare and it is impor-
tant,” Miranda said. 

Hoover said that animals may go 
through depressing times and hurt 
and cry just like human beings do be-
cause they have been separated from 

their family and most o�en will shut 
down without any interaction. 

“We’ve experienced a number of 
reasons why people want to return 
their animals such as they are moving 
or the animal is too fragile,” Hoover 
said. “Which is why we always o�er 
adoption counseling and parental 
guidance for �rst-time pet owners as 
well as other services to parents who 
have questions.”

For more information, contact 
the El Paso Humane Society at 
915-532-6971.

Valerie Herrera may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

VALERIE HERRERA / THE PROSPECTOR
The Humane Society  of El Paso is spreding Pet Awareness during the month of February.

Single or Taken there’s a place for you on Valentine’s Day

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

Single or taken, there are many 
events taking place this Valentine’s 
Day, from yoga to concerts to singles 
parties. Venues in El Paso and the 
surrounding area have you covered. 

Michael Stuart, a salsa singer and 
actor, will be having a Chocolate Ex-

travaganza on Valentine’s Day begin-
ning at 11 p.m. �e party will take 
place at Club New York in Downtown 
El Paso at 200 Anthony St. �e event 
is intended for singles to mingle and 
try exotic chocolates. General admis-
sion is $20, and it is a 21 and over 
event. For more information, call 
Club New York at 915-533-3171.

�e Inn of the Mountain Gods will 
be having a Stupid Cupid Glow Party 
for singles featuring DJ Frizzo on 
Feb. 13. �e event will begin at 8 p.m. 
through 1 a.m. �e event, which is 
intended to relieve the stress of being 
single on Valentine’s Day, will include 
live music, drinks, worst-date testi-
monies, and a place where you can 

shred memorabilia from things you 
may not want to remember. 

On Valentine’s Day, the famous ‘90s 
band, All-4-One, will be performing 
their hit song, “I Swear” and others at 
the Inn of the Mountain Gods. Din-
ner will begin at 6 p.m. and the con-
cert at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are on sale 
now for $55. 

�e Inn of the Mountain Gods may 
be reached at 575-464-7059. Rock 
and roll legends Jerry Lee Lewis and 
Chubby Checker will also be putting 
on a show on Valentine’s Day at the 
Socorro Entertainment Center for a 
dinner concert. 

Joe Rodriguez, employee at the 
Socorro Entertainment Center, said 
concerts at the Socorro Entertain-
ment Center are popular during Val-
entine’s Day weekend.

“�ere will be more couples than 
singles. People go to dinner and 
dancing or concerts,” Rodriguez said. 

Rodriguez also said the Socorro 
Entertainment Center will decorate 
the event with balloons, streamers 
and other Valentine’s Day-themed 
party attire.

�is will be the �rst time that Jerry 
Lee Lewis and Chubby Checker will 
perform in El Paso. �e concert and 
dinner will begin at 5 p.m. Tickets are 
on sale now for $25. For more infor-
mation call the Socorro Entertain-
ment Center at 915-790-4000.

Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlan will 
be performing at the Plaza �eatre on 
Feb. 14. �e concert begins at 8 p.m. 
and tickets range from $30 to $100. 

�e group originated in 1898 in Teca-
litlan, Mexico, and since then they 
have starred in more than 200 movies 
and played shows in locations includ-
ing Paris, New York, Chicago and San 
Diego. 

Elia Carbajal, events coordinator, 
said he expects the concert to be a 
popular date for Valentine’s Day.

“It will probably sell out soon,” Car-
bajal said. “Couples better get their 
tickets quickly.”

For more information, call �e Pla-
za �eatre at 915-534-0609.

“�e Singles Party at the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods sounds interesting, 
so maybe I’ll go to that,” Lopez said. 
“If not, I’ll probably go to the movies 
instead.”

In Downtown El Paso, Sparrow’s 
Spirits and Pies will be having live 
music the evening of Valentine’s Day. 
Drinks and pizza will be served. �e 
event will begin at 8 p.m. Sparrow’s 
may be reached at 915-533-8988.

Other Valentine’s Day events in-
clude yoga classes and brunch at Ar-
dovino’s Desert Crossing. Dinner and 
dancing will be at Shundo Ballroom 
Dance Studio, Santa Lucia Catholic 
Church and La Tierra Café. 

For more information about these 
events, call Ardovino’s Desert Cross-
ing at (575) 589-0653. Shundo Ball-
room Dance Studio at  532-2043. 
Santa Lucia Catholic Church may be 
reached at 592-5245 and La Tierra 
Café at (915) 533-8890.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL TO  THE PROSPECTOR
The Inn of  the Mountians Gods will be having a Stupid Cupid Glow Party for singles.

Keep your furry friend happy during Pet Awareness Month
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Hector was sitting on the toilet 
when he got the call.

He still chuckles when he thinks 
about Mando asking him if he was 
sitting down.

�en he wipes a tear from his eye.
He had lost a high school team-

mate—a training partner—a some-
times tag team partner.

He and the wrestling world had lost 
Eddie Guerrero.

Ask any pro-wrestling fan where 
they were when they heard the news 
and they can probably tell you. It was 
a lot more than just news for “Hurri-
cane” Hector Rincon. 

Hector had known Eddie since 
they wrestled together at Je�erson 
High School under the watchful eye 
of coach Grayson Gwynn III. It was 
there that Hector asked Eddie if he 
was one of “�e Guerreros.” It was 
from that question that a lifelong pas-
sion to learn the art of professional 
wrestling would began in Hector.

Not long a�er a simple conversa-
tion on the practice mats, Hector 
would �nd himself in a backyard ring 
with “�e Gory Guerrero.” 

Guerrero was a legend in El Paso 
and before that he was an even big-
ger legend in Mexico. Gory had a dis-
tinguished pro-wrestling career that 
spanned four decades. 

Hector would train with the best 
and be trained by the best. 

It was not long before he and Eddie 
were wrestling on both sides of the 
border —sometimes with each other, 
sometimes against each other.

Hector’s dad was not too keen on 
his desire to become a pro wrestler. 
Hector’s mom was almost completely 
scared o� when he came home with a 
nose that had just been popped back 
into place while he was regaining 
consciousness in the ring—the result 
of letting Eddie Guerrero practice 
a new dive o� of the top turnbuckle 
onto him. 

Hector attended UTEP mainly 
to appease his father, whose dream 
it was for Hector to be a civil engi-
neer. It wasn’t long before the boo-
ing crowds—Hurricane’s been a heel, 
rudo or just plain bad guy almost 
from the start—began calling him 
back to the ring. 

He le� UTEP a�er telling his father 
that he would prefer being a wres-
tling coach at the high school level. 
His father would no longer support 
him �nancially if he pursued his own 
dream.

“We agreed to disagree,” Hector 
said. “He didn’t want to pay for any-
thing but college and I didn’t want to 
be a civil engineer.” 

He chuckles as he says it, but one 
gets the sense that somewhere inside, 
young Hector longed for his father’s 
approval. He found his approval in 
the teaching and support of the Guer-
rero family. 

Alhough Gory would never com-
pliment him on his abilities, Hector 
knew when he had done well—main-
ly because Gory would not allow him 
to wrestle in public until he was suf-
�ciently trained.

Hector suddenly found himself 
out of college and working at Orange 
Julius. He continued to train with 

the Guerreros. Hector and the gang 
would train a�er school—for those 
who were still in school—and every 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon. 

Eddie and Hector began working 
in Juárez when Gory felt they were 
ready. Despite the fact that Eddie was 
a “Guerrero,” Hector felt that he may 
have had it even harder in Mexico 
than he himself did.

“Eddie had his work cut out for 
him. Guerrero is already known—his 
last name—when he went to Juárez he 
got booked pretty much automatical-
ly. But, he had to live up to the expec-
tations of his brothers and his dad,” 
said Hector. “It wasn’t ‘hey look, I’m 
Eddie Guerrero’—it wasn’t that easy.”

It was not long before Eddie had 
earned his stripes in Juárez and head-
ed down to Mexico City to continue 
his career. Soon Eddie would forge his 
own way and head to Japan and then 
Florida to begin work with World 
Championship Wrestling—what 
some would consider “the big time.” 

Meanwhile, Hector was still work-
ing in El Paso—in and outside of the 
ring. Having le� college and the �-
nancial support of his father, Hector 
worked several jobs at a local mall. 

Inside the ring, he found his own 
measure of success by wrestling at 
Gimnasio Municipal and other ven-
ues around Juárez and El Paso. Hector 
was torn between trying to follow in 
Eddie’s footsteps or staying in El Paso 
to forge his own way.

“My procrastination—I won’t say 
it was my demise—it’s what kept me 
from going anywhere. Eddie was al-
ways there and saying ‘come on bro, 
I’ll take you to Japan,’” Hector said. “I 

went to visit him one time when he 
was wrestling with WCW. He said 
‘bring your stu�, I’ll introduce you 
to the promoter down here, we’ll give 
you a dark match.’ It was me—it was 

me more than anything else. When 
we were in Florida, I was already mar-
ried and had a family.”

“Hurricane” Hector has never 
blamed his family. �e decision for 
him simply came down to the fact 
that following Eddie meant wrestling 
and leaving his family behind for long 
periods of time. 

He does not regret his decision. He 
laughs when he says that his wife gets 
angry when he is gone too much on 
the weekends, but Hector knows that 
it could have been a lot worse. 

When he talks about his wife and 
kids, Hector’s face lights up even 
more than it does when he talks about 
the good old days of traveling around 
the borderland with the Guerreros. 

Hector has found his niche. He is 
not an engineer like his father desired. 
He is not a wrestling coach at a high 
school like he had desired at one time. 
He is a professional wrestler—locally, 
not necessarily what Eddie Guerrero 
desired for him. 

He is a man who has made a good 
living with an elevator repair compa-
ny for 24 years. He is a loving father 
and husband. He is even a wrestling 
teacher—albeit in a backyard ring 
much like Gory Guerrero’s. 

Hector is a man who has walked his 
own path and made the tough deci-
sions along the way. He may have 
never felt the spotlight of the big time, 
but he still enjoys the booing that he 
receives most weekends. 

“I do it for the love of the sport,” he 
said. “It’s kinda like a drug, it’s very 
addictive. If you actually love the 
sport.” 

Like any proud father, he is happy 
to see his trainees perform in the 
ring—as a conduit of lessons learned 
from one of the greatest of all time. 

More importantly than any of that, 
Hector is being there for his own chil-
dren almost every evening. He has 
lost friends and mentors along the 
way, but “Hurricane” Hector Rincon 
would not change a thing. 

Jason Green may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Local wrestler carries on the Guerrero legacy

JASON GREEN / THE PROSPECTOR
Local professional wrestler Hector Rincon uses canned air to get rid of the crowd’s bad smell.

I do it for the 
love of the 
sport. It’s kinda 
like a drug, it’s 
very addictive.

- ‘Hurricane’ Hector, 
local professional 

wrestler and trainer
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Men’s basketball looks to continue streak
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

Five of the �nal seven regular sea-
son games will be at home for coach 
Tim Floyd and the UTEP men’s bas-
ketball team. 

A�er coming back from Florida 
with two wins this past weekend 
against Florida Atlantic and Florida 
International, the Miners are prepar-
ing for their longest conference home 
stand of the season. 

UTEP will open the three-game 
home stretch when they host Char-
lotte on �ursday, Feb. 12, and Old 
Dominion on Saturday, Feb. 14. 

FAU beat UTEP on a last second 

shot, last season at the Don Haskins. 
�ursday night, UTEP repaid the fa-
vor, beating the Owls by a �nal of 63-
57 in Boca Raton, Fla. 

Senior center Cedric Lang scored 
a season-high 16 points and sopho-
more forward Vince Hunter led all 
scorers with 22 as the Miners domi-
nated FAU down in the paint to end 
their road-losing streak at two. 

“We got good e�orts from our bigs,” 
Floyd said. “Vince was aggressive, Ce-
drick was really aggressive.”

�e two Miner bigs were especially 
dominant in the second half when 
UTEP outscored FAU 24-6 in the 
paint. With the score tied at the break, 
Hunter made sure the Miners did not 
lose their third-straight road game by 
scoring 17 points in the �nal 20 min-
utes of play. 

With a little over two minutes to 
play and the score tied at 54, UTEP 
�nished the game on a 9-2 run, all 

Miner points coming from the free-
throw line.

A�er their third-straight win, Tim 
Floyd and his squad headed 45 min-
utes south to Miami to play Florida 
International. �e Miners were in 
control throughout the �rst half and 
went to the break with a nine-point 
lead over the home team. 

�e comfortable lead �uctuated in 
the second half, from as many as 11 
points to just two, and then disap-
peared with less than a minute and a 
half to be played. 

�e Panthers got their �rst lead 
of the game with 1:23 remaining 
and with UTEP’s winning streak in 
danger. 

Freshman guard Omega Harris 
went into the paint, grabbed an of-
fensive rebound and put the Miners 
back on top, where they would stay 
for good. UTEP once again closed the 
game out on the free-throw line, scor-
ing the �nal three points. 

“We feel very fortunate,” Floyd said. 
“We were able to get to the line and 
that was really the di�erence in the 
game.”

A�er an unexpected Western Ken-
tucky loss at home against Rice, there 
is a three-way tie at the top of the 
Conference USA standings. UAB and 
Louisiana Tech caught up with the 
Hilltoppers with a conference record 
of 8-2. UTEP trails all three of them 
by just one game.

“We would love it if we can (get 
a top four seed in the conference 
tournament),” Floyd said. “We’ve got 
three in a row at home, that gives us 
a chance.” 

�e �rst of those three games will 
be on �ursday night, Feb. 12, when 
the Miners host Charlotte on the 
�oor of the Don Haskins. Charlotte 
is coming o� a close loss at Old Do-
minion, in which they gave the 18-4 
Monarchs all they could handle. With 
a 3-6 conference record, the 49ers are 
tied for ninth place with North Texas 
and Rice.

In Charlotte, the Miners will face 
one of the best statistical o�enses in 
Conference USA, but also one of the 
worst defenses. 

In fact, the 49ers are the team that 
allows, on average, the most points 
per game to an opponent. On average 
72 ppg is what an o�ense has scored 
this year when playing Charlotte. On 
the �ip side, they are the second-most 
explosive o�ense, averaging exactly 
73 ppg.

UTEP is among the top �ve in scor-
ing o�ense, scoring just under 70 ppg 

and the top three in scoring defense, 
allowing just 63.3.

�ree 49ers are averaging double 
digits—freshmen guard Torin Dorn 
averages 12.3 ppg, sophomore guard 
Braxton Ogbueze averages 10.5 ppg 
and senior guard Pierria Henry an 
even 10.

Finally, the matchup will o�er some 
pretty good rebounders. For the Min-
ers, Hunter leads the league averaging 
9.7 rebounds per contest. Lang is sec-
ond on the team with an average of 
6.5. Charlotte has two players among 
the top 10 Conference USA rebound-

ers in junior forward Willie Clayton 
and junior center Mike �orne Jr. 
Both players average 6.7 rebounds 
per game.

Miners and 49ers met last season 
on the �oor of the Don Haskins with 
the favorable result going to UTEP by 
a �nal score of 73-68.

As they have done pretty much all 
year, the team that comes to El Paso 
on Saturday, Feb. 14, does so a�er 
a stop in San Antonio. For the �rst 
time ever, the Old Dominion Mon-
archs will be on the �oor of the Don 
Haskins Center. �ese teams met last 

year in Norfolk, Va., where the Min-
ers prevailed 63-49.

�is year the matchup promises to 
be a lot closer. Already established is 
the fact that UTEP is one of the best 
defensive teams in the league. Statis-
tically there are just two better than 
the Miners and one of them is Old 
Dominion. 

Once ranked nationally, the Mon-
archs boast the best scoring defense 
in Conference USA, allowing oppo-
nents to score an average of 57.3 ppg. 
�e Monarchs have allowed just two 
teams to reach 80 points this year and 
one other has reached 70.

Old Dominion is on a three-game 
winning streak, but lost both of 
their last games they played on the 
road. �ey were blown out at UAB 
and lost in overtime against Middle 
Tennessee.

�e Monarchs are led by guard 
Trey Freeman. �e 6-foot-2 junior is 
averaging just over 16 ppg and could 
pose a considerable challenge for the 
Miner front court. No Monarch aver-
ages over 5.7 rebounds per game, but 
the team leads the league with a +5.3 
rebounding margin.

With the two wins on the road, 
UTEP has assured itself a positive 
balance on the road this year in con-
ference. Winning on the road could 
prove to be the di�erence the Min-
ers need to pull ahead in such a tight 
league race—as long as they take care 
of business at home.

“We’ve got �ve road wins now, 
which is important,” Floyd said. 
“We’ve got to go back and play some 
very good teams at home and try to 
play them well.”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

We would love it if we 
can (get a top-four 
seed). We’ve got three 
in a row at home, that 
gives us a chance.

- Tim Floyd, 
UTEP men’s basketball coach

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Senior center Cedric Lang is averaging 6.5 rebounds per game this season.

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Sophomore forward Vince Hunter leads Conference USA in rebounding, averaging 9.7 rebounds per game.
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