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Marijuana penalties to be evaluated, possible decriminilization for users

BY KIMBERLY VALLE
The Prospector

The Texas Legislature began Jan. 20,
and changes to marijuana penalties
are already being looked at after Rep.
Joe Moody, D-TX., filed House Bill
507 that will decriminalize marijuana.

Ellic Sahualla, chief of staff and
general counsel for the office of Rep-
resentative Moody, said students are
getting denied financial aid help, and
are spending thousands of dollars on
lawyers and court fees for small mari-
juana cases.

Former UTEP student, Aaron
Calderon, said he is currently hav-
ing a hard time obtaining a stable job
due to his misdemeanor charge. He
was denied financial aid, which has
restricted him from furthering his
education at the university.

“This issue has me thinking of mov-
ing to a state where my charge isn’t
looked at in such a harsh manner,
Calderon said. “So, T'll be making
a decision by the summer in either
staying or moving to Colorado and
joining a university there”

Texas current system of mari-
juana penalties spends $734 million
per year on 70,000 marijuana arrests
and prosecutions, mostly involving
small amounts among young people
in the state.

“There are a lot of international
students in El Paso, and those who
have been convicted have faced ad-
ditional penalties, which denies them
to re-enter the country after being de-
ported back to their home country,
Sahualla said.

A final drug conviction is an action
that can never be sealed or removed

from a person’s record. Consequences
can include denial or loss of financial
aid for school, denial of naturaliza-
tion—citizenship in the U.S.—hous-
ing, employment and an automatic
driver’s license suspension.

“Currently, there are not civil penal-
ties at the state level, only in the city,
but the bill will create a civil penalty
for marijuana,” Sahualla said.

If passed, the civil penalty sys-
tem will make possession of a small
amount of marijuana, an ounce or
less, a civil matter punishable by a
fine, but not a criminal conviction,
Sahualla said. Two ounces and above
will be considered a misdemeanor.

Under this bill, courts could allow
some of the fines to be paid off by
the offender taking drug education
courses or doing community service.
Offenders would be brought to court
by a citation rather than an arrest, and
marijuana would be confiscated just
as it is done under the current system.

“Taxpayers save money, law en-
forcement saves resources, and those
who pay the fine save their educa-
tion, homes, jobs and licenses,” Sa-
hualla said. “Civil penalty systems
have been successful improvements
in states that have adopted them, such
as Massachusetts”

Sahualla said the bill doesn’t pro-
mote marijuana use. Eased criminal
penalties for marijuana in other states
have led to declines in usage. Police
could still make arrests when they
need to. It is still considered a DWI
when using marijuana while driving.

“The message is still that marijuana
isn't okay in Texas,” Sahualla said.

Alan Torres, sophomore engineer-
ing major, was arrested about a year

ago for marijuana possession, and is
currently on probation. He has paid
more than $3,000 in court, lawyer and
probation fees. He said this did not af-
fect his financial aid, but it did affect
his concentration with his studies.

“I had to pay fines. I would be
extremely worried when this hap-
pened. I started getting distracted. I
kept thinking to myself ‘oh, 'm not
going to get a job, 'm not going to

>

graduate,” Torres said. “However, I
am thankful I am still able to come
to school”

UTEP officials and current criminal
justice professors declined to com-
ment on the bill.

Lawmakers will also consider legal-
izing medical marijuana and the use

of recreational marijuana.

SPECIAL TO HE PROSPECTOR

Sahualla said he has already heard
from other lawmakers who support
his bill.

“There is a lot of support on the bill
and will be focusing on real serious
crimes. We've had a significant large
amount of support from Republi-
cans,” Sahualla said.

Kimberly Valle may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmil.com.
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

How has El Paso’s economy affected you?

RUBY CERINO, ANDRES MARTINEZ/ THE PROSPECTOR

ADRIANO PEREZ

Junior nursing major
“The EI Paso economy has made my family
well off, given the low cost of living.”

ALEJANDRA BARRAZA

Freshman criminal justice major
“I'have financial aid problems, I'm ‘too
rich’ to get financial aid, and too poor to
pay for college.”

ANDREW HERNANDEZ

Freshman mechanical engineering
major

“It hasn't really affected me in a negative

matter, because most of my tuition is paid
for.”

CRYSTAL MARQUEZ

Freshman nursing major
“I'had to get another job in order to be
able to support myself and pay bills.”

ERANDY BURCIAGA

Freshman criminal justice major

“El Paso’s economy affected me because
| had to search for a job to be able to help
out my family.”

JAVIER CARILLO

Sophomore criminal justice major

“It has affected me in a bad way because
most employers pay minimum wage and
it's hard to get a higher paying job, even if
you have experience.”

JESSICA ARMENDARIZ

Freshman biology major major

“It's a little bit of a struggle for my family,
but it allowed me to receive so much
financial aid that | am basically getting
paid to go to school.”

JOSH MOOREA

Freshman nursing major

“The economy has been harsh because
its very hard to get a job when you're not
bilingual.”

TANNER MILROY

Sophomore philosophy major

“It gets hard trying to find a job that pays
better than minimum wage. You have to
negotiate well in order to get more pay.”

VALERIA QUEZADA

Sophomore biology major

“The El Paso economy has affected me

in a possitive way. For example, the gas
prices went down leaving me to save some
money.”

Chinese community invites El Paso

Doctoral student in chemistry Yanyu Wu will participate in Chinese New Year activities.

BY JESUS LOPEZ
The Prospector

The Chinese New Year lands on
Feb. 19, and there will be small cel-
ebrations at UTEP and in El Paso to
celebrate the year of the sheep.

“On Chinese New Year’s Eve, there
is always a big meal for the family,
said Yanyu Wu, doctoral student in
chemistry. “At midnight, just as the
clock hits the mark, fireworks con-
sume the sky, everyone can be seen

at their rooftops or out in the street,
watching as the night sky is illumi-
nated by lights of all colors. With the
fireworks, the god of fortune is invit-
ed into the many homes.”

The Chinese New Year is mainly a
family celebration, considered as the
only time of the year when all mem-
bers of the family can gather and
share a special moment, no matter
the distance.

The north and south regions of
China have a few differences in cel-
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ebrating the new year, but the most
important aspects of the festivities
and traditions remain the same with
all Chinese families.

Kaitlyn Mullins, freshman busi-
ness major, has heard of the Chinese
New Year, but does not know about
the traditional celebrations or how
they work.

“However, if there was a celebration
here at UTEP or in El Paso, I would
totally think about going,” she said.

to celebrate new year

In the U.S., the Chinese New Year
is celebrated with many art shows
and performances. In Los Angeles,
the New Year is a massive celebra-
tion that anyone can attend. Popular
Chinese singers and actors tend to
participate during this carnival-like
celebration, which usually takes place
in Chinatown. The celebration is also
broadcasted around the country on
the China Central Television Net-
work. It begins at 8 p.m. and ends be-
fore midnight.

“The celebration itself is said to last
15 days, but the preparations comes
way before that) Wu said, “Clean-
ing the house is a tradition that rep-
resents the removing of the old and
dirty. This usually happens two days
before New Year’s Eve. This way, the
entire home is ready and fresh to re-
ceive the brand new year”

Lucky Money is also one of the
many traditions that have been perse-
vered. Married couples place money
on a red envelope, called a “Hong-
bao,” and it is given to children and
adolescents. Lucky Money is a dem-
onstration of good luck and fortune,
intended for young people.

“Last year was the very first year in
which I wasn't home to celebrate with
the family, Wu said. “My mom col-
lected the Lucky Money for me, and
when I went to visit them during the
summer she gave me a bunch of red
envelops with money inside”

The Ai-Hwa Chinese Language
School will celebrate the Chinese

New Year on Saturday, Feb. 21 at the
UTEP Union Cinema.

Chyi Longpre, coordinator of Ai-
Hwa Chinese School, said there will
be an activity to commemorate the
Chinese culture at 2 p.m. and the
program will start at 3 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

Wu said that wherever there are
Chinese communities, there would
be celebrations. He said that the Chi-
nese are loud and fond of parties dur-
ing this time, and welcome anyone
who wants to attend.

“Phoenix will also have a similar
celebration this year, Wu said, “In
El Paso, we do get together at the
Chinese church to celebrate the New
Year. We have traditional food served
and we have, obviously, Chinese mu-
sic. Its where we get together and
celebrate our traditions. Being apart
from our country doesn’t take away
our spirit to celebrate.”

For more information about
UTEP’s celebration of the Chinese
New Year, call 915-585-7052.

For more information about the
small celebrations in El Paso, visit
www.elpasochinesebaptist.com/, and
the celebrations in Phoenix, visit
www.phoenixchineseweek.org/.

Jesus Lopez may be reached at
theprospectordaily.news@gmail.com.

Jesus Lopez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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Exciting year ahead for the Rubin Center

The Rubin Genter is open Tuesdays through Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 12 p.m.to 5 p.m.

BY JULIA HETTIGER

The Prospector

The Gerald and Stanlee Rubin Cen-
ter for the Visual Arts will be having
a series of events to start off the New
Year to celebrate their 10th anniversa-
ry. The goal is to increase their audi-
ence size and engagement to educate
students about national and interna-
tional art.

Kerry Doyle, director of the Rubin
Center, said she hopes to double the
involvement this year.

“We hope our new membership
program helps in increasing our audi-
ence and encourages more people to
come see great contemporary art and
shows,” Doyle said.

The membership program will
open in March to all students and
community members.

“The membership is free and it’s an
open program, so once its opened
students have the liberty to join
whenever,” Doyle said.

The membership is intended to
provide students with access to galler-
ies, exhibitions, public programs and
family days. Members will be able to
check out the Rubin Center’s projects
throughout the year for free.

One of the projects scheduled to
take place this year is “The Manifest
Destiny Billboard Project;,” created by
Los Angeles Nomadic Division.

The objective of “The Manifest
Destiny Billboard Project,” is to have
artistic billboards along I-10 from
Florida all the way to California. This
year, the billboards will be put up in
El Paso and Las Cruces.

“If you were to drive from Clint to
Las Cruces, youd see 20 different ar-
tistic billboards,” Doyle said.

Ten of those billboards will be in El
Paso and the other half in Las Cruces.
They will all feature work by artist Jer-
emy Shaw.

The project will consist of around
100 billboards in total, going west
from Florida to California. Ten art-

ists will create and illustrate chapters
of the history of territorial expansion.

The project is co-curated by Zoe
Crosher and Shamim M. Momin.
Billboards will be put up during
spring of this year.

“We had artists from LA and Berlin
come down to give the community a
presentation and then had a gather-
ing at Rosa’s,” Doyle said.

The second event is “Citizen Cul-
ture: Artists and Architects Shape
Policy” exhibit. This event will be
handled by the Santa Monica Mu-
seum of Art, held by Lucia Sanroman.

The exhibition will feature work by
artists who hope to have a real impact
on social and political policies. Art
will be contributed from artists Su-
zanne Lacy, Tania Brugera and Teddy
Cruz. The event will take place Feb. 5,
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

“It’s great because there are seven
different artists whose goals are to
connect issues and help their audi-
ence become more politically aware

about issues such as prisons, race and
troubled youth,” Doyle said. “We have
a number of different talks scheduled
as well”

The opening reception for the
CUADRO project archives will also
be on Feb. 5. This exhibition will
include photos, videos, documents
and ephemera from the project. The
CUADRO project was a three-month
long project in Downtown EI Paso
that featured local artists.

“The CUADRO exhibition will
take place downstairs on the second
floor, and we hope to showcase pho-
tos and publications from the project
we had Downtown,” Doyle said. “We
had work from local artists and artists
from LA as well, so it was pretty neat”

The first week of May, The Rubin
Center will open a gallery featuring
work done by UTEP students.

“We usually open up a week at the
gallery just for UTEP students. We
don’t have designated curators yet,
but we hope to get one faculty mem-

FILE PHOTOS

ber from the graphic design depart-
ment and another from fine arts;’
Doyle said.

The Rubin Center is also working to
make their space more relaxing and
welcoming for its guests.

“Td love to create a space that is
more welcoming and has more than
just these benches to sit on, some-
thing a little more appealing to stu-
dents,” Doyle said.

Doyle said she is excited to con-
tinue bringing contemporary art to
El Paso and have more impact on stu-
dents’ lives.

The Rubin Center is open Tuesdays
through Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Saturdays from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call the Rubin
Center at 747-6151.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmil.com.
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Homemade hrewery coming soon to Downtown El Paso

Dead Beach Brewery will open this spring at 406 Durango St.

BY VALERIE HERRERA

The Prospector

Dead Beach Brewery will be replac-
ing the former Motel Bar Nightclub,
located at 406 Durango St.

The brewery founders and op-
erators are witholding details. The
project is the only microbrewery in
El Paso.

With craft beers brewed in house,
the brewery will be distribute its prod-
uct locally to bars and restaurants.

Ideas for the project began devel-
oping in 2013, when founders first
registered the name with the city. Af-
ter permit and construction require-
ments were met, the Dead Beach
Brewery broke ground at the Union
Plaza in 2014.

VALERIE HERRERA / THE PROSPECTOR

The brewery will craft an assort-
ment of flavored craft beers and will
be available for purchase to local
businesses, and to the public.

“You can walk in and purchase
beer, but we will not be serving it
over the counter,” said Gilbert Guil-
len, owner and founder of Dead
Beach Brewery.

Managing  operators  Gabriel
Montoya and Raymundo Campos

couldn’t give the official date of the
grand opening, but they plan to open
during the spring of this year.

“We are currently in the construc-
tion phase and are trying to com-
plete renovations at a timely man-
ner,” Guillen said. “So if everything
goes as planned, we hope to open in
the spring.

Guillen said the difference between
other brewpubs and his is that they
make their own brew.

“It’s the beer made on the spot that
attracts the beer lover, so you can ex-
pect to purchase a fresh batch of beer
every time,” Guillen said.

This is not the first brewery to
open in El Paso. It will be the only
one in operation once construction
is complete.

Esmeralda Elias, senior social work
major, said she thinks Dead Beach
Brewery will be great for El Paso’s
growth by creating jobs and contrib-
uting to the economy.

“It will be unique for El Paso to
have a brewery like this, it will defi-
nitely boost up the economy here,
Elias said.

The beer scene has increased in
popularity since new beer laws were
implemented in June 2013.

The Texas Tribune said that, Texas
breweries have received approvals to
open every week. With the passage
of Senate Bills 515, 516, 517, 518 and
639 last year, the largest overhaul of

the beer industry changed since the
Legislature legalized brewpubs in
1993.

Under new senate bills, brewpubs
can distribute their beer using third-
party distributors, and are able to sell
limited amounts of their own beer di-
rectly to retailers.

Before, brewpubs could only sell
their product on site.

No decisions have been made as to
when the hiring process will begin
and no information has been released
on distribution agreements.

However, the owners said they will
be making further announcements as
the brewery gets closer to completion.
Guillen said his goal is to sell his beer
in restaurants and bars by this year.

Based on feedback through social
media, many are excited to see a new
brewery develop in El Paso and can't
wait for its doors to open and taste the
finished product.

The Dead Beach Brewery’s owner
and operators hope it will serve the
community and nearby region by
providing another draw for beer tour-
ists and facilitating economic growth.

“We are thankful for the support we
have received from the community
and are excited to embark on this new
opportunity;” Guillen said.

Valerie Herrera may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

Chocolate treats warm up The Fountains at Farah

Guest had the chance to have a variety of treats and enjoy live music on Thu. Jan. 29.

BY ALEXANDRA CARDWELL

The Prospector

A large crowd of eager residents
waited at the Fountains at Farah to
enter the fourth annual chocolate af-
fair on Jan. 29.

Wine tasting was available for
people 21 and older, live music by
Billy Townes, and of course, plenty of
chocolate samples by local chocolate
vendors and bakers.

The live events manager for Town
Square Media, Veronica Hernandez,
said that the event sold out the same
night of the event and was a success.

“It was a little colder than usual, but
I think that people still had a lot of
fun,” Hernandez said.

Despite the low temperatures,
many people gathered around heat-
ers while eating cupcakes, truffles, as-
sorted chocolate covered fruits, pret-
zels and cakes. The weather provided
a friendly atmosphere, as strangers
became friends under the warm tents
of local vendors.

Alex Corby, a performer for Odd
Lab said, “the weather may be crazy,
but the events are always exciting””

Performers of Odd Lab danced
with LED-lit hula-hoops. Corby,

along with co-worker, Tieas Cones,
juggled while riding a unicycle as
guests waited for their samples.

As soon as attendees entered the
Fountain Kiosk check-in at the
KISS FM tent located at the back
of the pavillon, they were offered a
free water bottle.

Attendees were then given a pass-
port that would be signed by each
vendor after each sample was given.

An event map was also provided
so that guests would be immediately
informed about the names of each
vendor.

In total, there were 35 different
venders, which included two mo-
bile trucks, one chocolate fountain,
16 chocolate vendors, 11 booths and
five other vendors at the chocolate
liqueur lounge, which provided wine
and chocolate liqueur samples by the
Republic Wine Division.

There were many crowds at each
vendor, resulting in limited space for
walking around. Some people were in
the gravel areas because that seemed
to be the only space available to walk.

Hernandez said the theme of a
chocolate factory would make guests
feel like they were walking through

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR

the process of making chocolate,
showing the many different kinds of
things that people can do with it.
“We wanted a variety, having all
sorts of treats this year,” Hernan-

dez said.

Alexandra Cardwell may be reached at theprospectordaily.

ent@gmail.com.
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Local tattoo artists make their mark through exhibit.

RUBY CERINO / THE PROSPECTOR

“The Body as a Canvas: History and Influence of Tattoo Art” is located at The Union Gallery, on the second floor of the student union building.

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

“The Body as a Canvas: The History
and Influence of Tattoo Art” exhibit is
now on display at the Union Gallery,
at the second floor of the Union East-
and will be up until Feb. 20.

The exhibit was donated to UTEP
by tattoo artists from Sun City Tattoo
and was organized by students from
the Office of Student Life. This is the
first time the Office of Student Life has
curated an event with Sun City Tattoo.

Myker Yrrobali, the tattoo artist in
charge of the exhibit, said that sometimes
tattoos are overlooked, so he decided to
create this exhibit to educate students on
the history and art of tattooing.

The exhibit includes a mix of
photos, concept art and sketches
that can show students different
artistic concepts and the process of
getting tattoos.

“We at Sun City Tattoo contributed
flash art, which are sheets of tattoo
designs for clients to either choose
from or get ideas and concepts,” Yr-
robali said.

The exhibit also contains photos
of different tattoos, the process of
tattooing and sketches from prior
custom pieces. Drawings of tattoos
are hung on the walls all around the
room and photos are arranged on the
pillars in the center of the room.

Some of the art concepts range
from flowers and skulls to religious
symbols such as crosses. The photos
depict tattoos drawn on several dif-
ferent parts of the body, covering
arms, legs, chests and backs.

One wall includes pictures of the
earliest people with tattoos and a
timeline of the evolution of the tat-
too. The timeline depicts tattoos from
centuries ago and focuses on their de-

velopment from the mid-1700s until
the present.

The timeline also include pictures
of some of the first known tattoo art-
ists, which includes Maud Wagner,
who is known to be one of the first
female tattoo artists in the U.S.

There is a separate wall that in-
cludes the definition of what a tat-
too means.

A television is placed toward the
front of the gallery and it gives a brief
video on drawing and receiving tat-
toos, and delves into the minds of
both the artists and the receivers. The
television also shows live documen-
tary footage of tattoos being drawn.

Christian Lopez, junior accounting
major, said she has been to previous
displays at the Union Gallery before,
but has yet to see the tattoo exhibit.

“It sounds really interesting,” Lopez
said. “T like tattoos so I may check it
out soon.”

On the other hand, Sylvia Horta,
junior accounting major, said she
is not a big a fan of tattoos, but she
thinks it is normal for tattoos to
be prominent at schools and in the
work place.

“Personally, I don’t like them, but
they’re normal,” Horta said. “Tattoos
are art and a way for people to ex-
press themselves.

The Union Gallery is opened
Monday through Saturday at 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and on Sunday at Noon
to 5 p.m.

The closing reception for the tat-
too exhibit will be on Feb.19, from 11
am.to 1 p.m.

For more information, contact the
Office of Student Life at 747-5648 or
Sun City Tattoo at 779-7282.

Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

The mystical Cirque du Soleil comes back to El Paso

CGirque Du Soleil will showcase Mar. 18, to Mar. 22, at the Don Haskins Center.

BY JESUS LOPEZ
The Prospector

The world-famous Cirque du Soleil
will perform one of their most pres-
tigious shows on Mar. 18, to Mar. 22,
at the Don Haskins Center. A perfor-
mance full of dreamlike characters
that inhabit a magical forest promises
to awe the audience. Filled with fan-
tasy and elegance, it’s fit for all ages.

Tannia Rangel, freshman linguis-
tics major, said she attended a Cirque
du Soleil performance at El Paso
three years ago and was mesmerized.

“It was truly amazing,” Rangel said.
“I will never forget all the beautiful

performers and the music and all the
lights that seemed to enchant me, it
was incredible, it is a show that was
truly worth every penny”

The story revolves around a cast
of flamboyantly dressed characters
living in a mystical forest. Some
say, Cirque du Soleil never fails at
leaving an impression within the
audience, always performing with
a grace that attracts people from all
sides of the spectrum.

There will be exotic and mystical
music and contortionists will per-
form during the show.

Cirque du Soleil is all about gym-
nastics and dance that transmit a

PHOTO COURTESY OF UTEP SPECIAL EVENTS

story to the audience. Colorful char-
acters levitate above the stage by a
seemingly effortless grip and people
make their entrance by landing on
the stage.

Prices range from $60 to $380, af-
ternoon and late night performances
are both available.

For information on costs and seat-

ing visit ticketmaster.com.

Jesus Lopez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

news@gmail.com.

UTEP Dinner Theatre hosts auditions for ‘Mary Poppins’

INBRIEF

BY JESUS LOPEZ
The Prospector

Auditions for the play, “Mary Pop-
pins,” will be held at the UTEP Din-
ner Theatre Feb. 18, room 207, Union
West. Dancers, actors and singers are
all welcome to audition.

These private auditions are also
open to the general public.

Children, who are ages 6 and older,
are also invited to audition for two of
the main characters in the play, Jane
and Michael Banks

“We are very excited about ‘Mary
Poppins. The entire play is filled with
energetic dancing and singing that
will keep the audience thrilled,” said
Beverly Kerbs-Ward, program co-
ordinator of UTEP Dinner Theatre.
“We hope to find the right actors for
all of the characters, including Jane
and Michael Banks, the two children

protagonists. Mary Poppins, however,
has been pre-casted”

Those who want to audition must
be prepared with a song to sing and
sheet music for piano accompani-
ment. Readings of the script will also
be required from the individual dur-
ing the audition.

The play is scheduled to run for
23 performances during April and
May. Additional performances will be
scheduled during June, if requested.

Rehearsals for “Mary Poppins,”
are scheduled to begin on Mar. 2,
at 7 p.m. and will continue during
week days at the same time until
opening night.

For more information about audi-
tions, rehearsals or the play, call (915)
747-6060.

Jesus Lopez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.
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Miners return home looking to end losing streak

BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

About this time a year ago, the
UTEP women’s basketball team was
in the midst of a seven-game winning
streak that had them fighting for the
top spot in Conference USA.

The current reality of the Miners
is much different from the team that
finished as a runner-up of the Nation-
al Invitation Tournament.

With a 3-6 record in conference,
8-10 overall, UTEP is far from the top
of the standings. They return home to
host Florida Atlantic and Florida Inter-
national on Feb. 5, and 7, respectively.

Head coach Keitha Adams’ squad has
now lost five games in a row after drop-
ping two games on the road this past
weekend to the University of Alabama
at Birningham and Middle Tennessee.

In Birmingham, the Miners faced
a team situated at the middle of the
standings. They had a decent first
half, in which the orange and blue
shot 44 percent from the field, keep-
ing the game within striking distance.

Going into the break, UTEP trailed
by three, 32-29. When the game re-
sumed for the final 20 minutes of
play, the Miners could not get a shot
to fall.

“We just had some really rough
shooting,” Adams said. “It got away
from us in the second half because we
weren't able to score”

With about 12 minutes to go in the
game and being down by five, the
Miners went cold from the field.

The Blazers went on a 20-4 run in
the following 10 minutes that would
ultimately put the game away.

No Miner scored in double figures—
junior forward Lawna Kennedy and
senior guard Stacie Telles led UTEP in
scoring with eight points each.

A couple of days later, the Miners
were in Tennessee looking to bounce
back against the league leader.

Three different players scored in
double figures for UTEP, but it was
not nearly enough to challenge a
Middle Tennessee group that has lost
only one game in conference.

The Miners struggled offensively
again, shooting just over 30 percent
from the field.

UTEP made only two of its first 18
shot attempts and was held without a
point for the first six-and-a-half min-
utes of play. By the time the Miners
got on the scoreboard, they were in a
double-digit hole that proved too big
to overcome.

“Middle Tennessee is a very good
basketball team with a good one-two
punch,” Adams said. “We didn’t have
enough offense to match their offen-
sive firepower. We closed it out and
kept competing”

Sophomore guard Taylor Sparkle
recorded a double-double, leading
the Miners in scoring with 14 points
and rebounding with 10 boards.
Freshman forward Daeshianna Mc-
Cants scored a career-high 13 points.

After the two-game road trip, the
Miners return to El Paso looking to
break the negative streak and start a
positive one that will carry them into
the final months of the season.

First up will be the Florida Atlantic
Owls on Thursday night. The 10-9,
4-4 in conference Owls, are coming
off a 28-point loss to Old Dominion
at home this past Saturday.

Like the Miners against Middle
Tennessee, FAU struggled at the be-
ginning of the game and were out-
scored 20-4 in the first 10 minutes
of play. The Owls also allowed 55 re-
bounds, the most this season.

Still, FAU will bring to town the
most recent C-USA Freshman of the
Week in forward Sasha Cedeno. The
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Freshmen guard Lulu McKinney played a team-high average of 32.5 minutes per game over the last two contests.

6-foot-3 freshman averaged close to
10 points and four rebounds in the
past week, including a career-high-
tying 15 points against Charlotte on
Jan. 29.

FAU is in the top five in scoring of-
fenses in Conference USA, averaging
69.6 points per game. However, they
are the second-worst defense, al-
lowing an average of 73.1 points per
game to their opponents.

The Owls are also the worst re-
bounding team in the league, as they
are outrebounded by an average of
seven rebounds in every game.

This will be the second time the
Owls and the Miners have met—FAU
won the first meeting a season ago.

Once the Owls leave El Paso, anoth-
er Florida team will be in town.

The Florida International Gold-
en Panthers will come to the Don
Haskins Center on Saturday, Feb. 7,
after a stop in San Antonio to face
UTSA on Thursday.

FIU has only three wins this year
and is still looking for its first win in
C-USA. With their last win coming in
2014, the Golden Cougars have lost
seven straight and are one of three
teams with a worse conference record
than UTEP.

The Golden Cougars are among the
worst in the league in both offensive
and defensive scoring.

They are averaging just over 60 points
a game and no one in the conference
gives up more than the 74.6 average
FIU is allowing opponents. In three of
their last four games, the opponent has
scored more than 80 points.

UTEP and FIU have played each oth-
er twice, with each team winning once.

With nine games remaining in the
season, this may be as crucial a home
stand as any. With a losing record
and five of the last seven games on
the road, the result of this weekend’s
games may decide if the Miners have
a chance to still save this season or
just start focusing on the next.

“We aren’t where we want to be
right now;” Adams said. “I don't like

it, but we have to keep working?”

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.

sports@qmail.com.

UTEP tennis do
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Senior Davina Meza made the All-Conference USA third team last season.

minates first matchup

BY JAVIER CORTEZ

The Prospector

After a day and a half of rain, the
UTEP women’s tennis team finally
got their season underway this past
Saturday, Jan. 31. The Miners won in
dominant fashion against the Univer-
sity of Buffalo, 6-1, at the El Paso Ten-
nis Club.

After months of preparation under
new head coach Cristina Moros, the
Miners were met with a heavy dose
of rain in their season opener against
Texas State University. The match
started at noon, but was canceled one
hour into the singles competition.

“Just getting on the court yesterday
really helped us” Moros said. “We
started off a little slow in doubles to-
day, but the girls showed some heart
to pull out the doubles point. I was re-
ally happy with that. One of our goals
from doubles to singles is to start re-
ally well, and I think we did that on all
the courts”

After another failed attempt Satur-
day morning against Texas State, the
Miners’ 2015 season finally got un-
derway in the afternoon. UTEP did
not disappoint, winning eight out of
the nine matches.

The match started with doubles,
which turned out to be the most
closely contested part of the day. Buf-
falos duo of sophomore Margarita

Kotok and junior Dayana Agasieva
easily routed the Miners No. 1 dou-
bles team of senior Davina Meza and
sophomore Duda Santos, 6-3.

With the Bulls needing one more
win to secure the doubles point, the
Miners came through with two nar-
row wins in No. 2 and No. 3 doubles.

Once the Miners secured the
doubles point it was smooth sailing.
Within the hour, the Miners had se-
cured their victory with three straight
set wins.

The win over Buffalo was more than
just a good start to the season, it was
the first win for Cristina Moros as a
Division I head coach.

“It's always nice to get a win, but
also a convincing win as your first
win against a respectable team,” Mo-
ros said. “We've been practicing a lot,
we've been talking a lot about these
moments, but you can only talk so
much you need to experience them.
It’s a good start.”

Senior Davina Meza couldn't be
happier to finally get the season un-
derway after a tumultuous 2014 sea-
son, where the Miners ran through
three different head coaches.

“At the beginning, it was over-
whelming, but all the girls respect
coach (Moros) and actually believe
in her Meza said. “She pushes us a
lot, and all that work we put in the fall
and these past weeks paid off today”

The Miners’ win over the University
of Buffalo is a testament to the hard
work that has been put in over the fall
and bodes well for the team’s future.

“To be honest, I think the team is
going to do very well} Meza said.
“The fact that we have a new coach
and we respect her, she’s going to take
us far. I won’t be here to see, but two
years from now she’s going to make
UTEP tennis (nationally) ranked.”

Part of that future of UTEP tennis
is already here— her name is Jeannez
Daniel. The highly touted four-star
recruit is one of the most highly an-
ticipated players the Miners have had
in program history.

On Saturday, Daniel did not dis-
appoint with a win in singles and
doubles. The Florida native showed
off her game in a style that features a
strong first serve and a booming two-
handed backhand.

After her first match day as a colle-
giate tennis player, Daniel was happy
to relish in the team’s success.

“It was really great,” Daniel said. “I re-
ally love these girls, so it’s great to be able
to compete with them. I think we had a
really nice atmosphere and vibe between
all of us, so that positivity helped us get
through all of our matches?”

Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.
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