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entertainment EDITOR

ANDREA ACOSTA, 747-7477

OCTOBER 7, 2014

By kimBErLy vALLES
The prospector

�e university o�cially kicked o� 
homecoming festivities with its tradi-
tional pageant that took place Sunday, 
Oct. 5 at the Mago�n Auditorium. 
With this year’s theme being UTEP’s 
100th birthday celebration, the par-
ticipants had the chance to think out 
side the box.

“Participants have a good time and 
enjoy themselves, they understand 
the big tradition of the pageant,” Al-
vin Garcia, senior media advertis-
ing major and coordinator, said. “It’s 
not just a thing you do, it’s a tradi-
tion that we have always had here 
at UTEP, to bring those people out  
of their bubble.”

�e pageant consisted of 24 wom-
en and 16 men. For the �rst time in 
history, freshmen were allowed to 
participate in this event. Dance per-
formances by Del Valle high school, 
Prodigy Dance Company and Alle-
gro Dance Company were also part 
of the show. �e Masters of the Cer-
emony were Kandolite Flores, UTEP 
alumna and former 2009 homecom-
ing queen, and Daniel Villa, market-
ing athletics director and former 2010  
homecoming prince.

�e university’s buildings covered 
in glittery snow were featured in the 
stage’s background. �rough out the 
three-hour event, the contestants 
managed to entertain the audience 
and kept them laughing. Students 
showcased their ideas pertaining to 
their major, organization and the 
homecoming theme.

�e pageant continued with the 
spirit wears competition, where par-
ticipants showcased their costumes 

and their talents. �e themes includ-
ed the explanation of what miner-
palooza means to the university, the 
history of the architecture, old school 
dances and songs from the university 
and the famous 1952 alligator prank.

Participants also brought out their 
best gown and walked across the 
stage. �e top ten contestants were 
each given a question pertaining 
UTEP’s celebration.

Many of the performances had the 
crowd standing and cheering on a�er 
the performances were completed.

Alysa �ornton, sophomore, mi-
crobiology major who represented 
the university’s Honors program, 
portrayed Danny Olivas, UTEP 
alumni and former NASA astronaut, 
who in 2007 boarded the space shut-
tle called Atlantis. �ornton spoke 
about his impact on the commu-
nity and the university, and a�er her 
speech she danced a salsa routine by  
Enrique Iglesias.

Crystal Saavedra, senior marketing 
major who represented Delta Sigma 
Pi, won as this year’s homecoming 
Princess. She showcased a hip hop 
routine that had the crowd cheering 
throughout the performance.

�e male participants also amazed 
the audience with their performanc-
es. Cristian Gonzalez, sophomore 
multimedia journalism major, repre-
sented the Gold Diggers and won as 
this year’s homecoming prince. He 
dressed up as an old gold-digger and 
showcased a dance from the ‘50s to 
the university’s traditional �ght song, 
ending his performance with a dance 
from today.

Marco Antonio Vega, senior ki-
nesiology major who represented 

Phi Delta Deta, won as this year’s  
homecoming king.

“I feel honored and extremely hum-
ble to have won this special Centenni-
al Homecoming King,” Vega said. “It’s 
truly a once-in-a-lifetime achieve-
ment to be a Centennial King.”

Vega dressed up as a newspaper 
boy, holding �e Prospector’s centen-
nial newspaper and yelling out “Extra, 
extra, read all about it!” Vega talked 
about how the tradition of painting 
the letter M on top of the mountain 
by the Sun Bowl got started. He later 
switched his costume in front of the 
audience into a soccer coach and por-
trayed his major into his costume and 

presented a speech on how he would 
give to the community.

“I feel I have to raise the bar as King 
and represent this great university 
in the highest light it rightfully de-
serves,” Vega said. “I love my com-
munity, this university and I hope to 
express it during this special home-
coming year.”

Alvin, a former participant of the 
homecoming pageant two years ago, 
encourages students to participate, 
as he understands that for some stu-
dents it can be nerve-wracking to 
stand in front of a crowd.

“We believe that every student is al-
lowed to participate, it doesn’t mater 

if you are a freshman or a grad stu-
dent,” Garcia said. “We try to keep 
it fair. You don’t have to be super in-
volved to be in a pageant to rep your 
school, it’s all about the passion.”

�e rest of the homecoming court 
consisted of Queen Bianca Gomez, 
senior dance performance ma-
jor, Duke, Daniel Morales, senior 
music general major, and Duch-
ess, Cristina Rolph, freshman pre- 
pharmacy major.

kimberly valle may be reached theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

Centennial pageant lights up auditorium

By LUiS BArriO
The prospector

Richard Daniel, executive direc-
tor of alumni relations, said he has 
noticed an increase in student par-
ticipation every year for homecoming 
and student participation in campus 
events in general. 

“When I was here seven years 
ago, I didn’t see students here late in 
the a�ernoon. By 12 o’clock, it was 
dead. Now I see more Miner spirit, 
more UTEP shirts and hats,” Dan-
iel said. “I come from the perspec-

tive that students’ engagement is 
very important, particularly from a  
communal perspective.”

One obstacle UTEP faces is that it is 
a commuter school. 

“�e whole purpose is bringing 
people back,” said Gary Edens, vice 
president for student a�airs. 

At UTEP, 2.7 percent of students 
live on campus while 83.6 percent 
come from the El Paso County. Sur-
prisingly, the majority who live on 
campus are from El Paso. �ese stu-
dents are coming from Fabens, San 
Elizario and Clint. 

�e increase in pride at UTEP is at-
tributed to a plethora of reasons. �e 
student housing population is ris-
ing. Students living on campus have 
risen from over 250 students to over 
1,000. Consulting sources say there 
are another 2,500 students living near 
UTEP. �e school also employs 2,500 
students every semester. 

For events such as the homecoming 
parade, UTEP has seen an increase in 
student engagement and student life. 

“We are going to rede�ne student 
life here at UTEP,” said Catie McCor-
ry-Andalis, assistant vice president 

for student life and associate dean of 
students. “We want to continue and 
support that growth.”

McCorry-Andalis said once the Cen-
tennial Plaza is compete, students may 
spend more time on campus. She also 
said the infrastructure of the center of 
campus has been designed for student 
life. �ere will be room for platforms, 
stages, benches and its sound system 
will rival that of the Sun Bowl’s. 

“�ere will always be a di�erent 
feel for us, an urban institution, than 
compared to Austin, Texas A&M and 
Texas Tech,” Edens said. “�ere will 

always be that di�erence because we’re 
not trying to be like those universities.” 

UTEP did not have a top 10 rank-
ing 10 years ago and an enrollment 
of 23,000 students. �rough the work 
of all the distinguished alumni, stu-
dents today and sticking to its iden-
tity, UTEP is now a top 10 school, as 
ranked by Washington Monthly, and 
is expected to have 30,000 students in 
the next few years. 

Luis Barrio may be reached at TheProspectordaily.news.
gmail.com.

Student participation increases for homecoming events
CAMPUS LIFE

RUBY CERINO / THE PROSPECTOR
Contestants participate in the annual pagenat that kicks off this year’s homecomimg festivities. 
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Corn Maze celebrates UTEP’s 100-year birthday

By kimBErLy vALLE
The prospector

�is year’s La Union Maze will be 
showcasing their art, which has been 
created by a group of professionals 
who have been doing this for years. 
�e design involves the addition of 
a birthday cake along with candles 
numbered 100 on top in recognition 
of the UTEP’s centennial.

“I came up with something that 
will indicate the 100 years and I 
thought of a birthday cake,” said 
Lucy Sondgeroth, owner and founder  
of the maze.

Sondgeroth and her husband start-
ed the La Union Maze in 1999, along 
with other partners. About �ve years 
ago, they became independent and 
now fully own the 14-acre maze lo-
cated just about 10 minutes outside 

the El Paso city limits. La Union 
Maze opened to the public at the  
end of September.

“In the last 15 years, we have grown, 
we’ve added all kinds of activities. 
Back in the day it was a small maze, 
just a little tent, nothing else and peo-
ple would get lost and leave,” Sond-
geroth said. “Now we have a huge area 
where people can stay and enjoy.”

To make it unique, a Bhutanese 
building and UTEP’s logo were also 
added to the corn maze’s design.

Sondgeroth wants to remind the 
community about UTEP’s commit-
ment to higher education in the bor-
derland area for the last 100 years. 

“We are very excited about our 
theme this year. I think UTEP has 
been a great institution and has done 
a terri�c job educating for 100 years,” 
Sondgeroth said. “Just thinking about 

the thousands and thousands of peo-
ple that have been through UTEP. We 
thought it would be great to honor 
their 100th year.”

Many UTEP students are looking 
forward to this event. Gabriela Faivre, 
senior special education major, said 
she attends La Union Maze every year 
with friends, and she is excited to 
bring her family with her.

“I’m so exited, because it is just a 
fun event, full of activities. I go ev-
ery year and, to me, it just keeps get-
ting better,” Faivre said. “Getting lost 
in the maze is a fun adrenaline that  
one gets into.”

Other students will be experienc-
ing La Union Maze for their �rst 
time this year.

“I’ve never been there before, so 
I’m not too sure what to expect, but I 
hope it is something fun to look for-
ward to,” said Roy Robertson, senior 
multidisciplinary studies major.

�e employees will hand out maps 
to attendees right before they enter 
the maze. Maps will have areas to be 
on the look out for and will provide 
an idea to know where you are lo-
cated. Employees have bridges at the 
maze and will be walking around just 
in case someone gets lost.

Sondgeroth advised attendees not 
to go alone, and said it’s best to go 
with a group of people.

“I think it’s nice to have places 
where families can spend time and 
not worry about anything else for a 
few hours,” Sondgeroth said. “�ere 
isn’t a whole lot of things in El Paso 
where the whole family can do to-
gether. You have something for the 

kids to do, the parents can join, the 
whole gang is doing something.”

La Union Maze also provides 
other activities during the year such 
as pig racing, picking out pumpkins 
at their pumpkin patch, concession 
stands, slides, a huge jumping pil-

low that holds up to 15 people and  
kettle car rides.

For more information visit launion-
maze.com or call 549-1323.

kimberly valle may be reached at theprospectordaily.e   
nt@gmail.com.

ATTRACTION

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
La Union Corn Maze is located at 1101 New Mexico 28, Anthony, New Mexico.
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REVIEW

New �avors tease taste buds

By mAriA ESqUincA
The prospector

A plethora of unexpected �avors 
meet my tongue. Lemonade, grape-
fruit, pumpkin pie, honey, chocolate, 
they all meet my taste buds in their 
liquid form, an unexpected surprise 
to my pallet. 

Other �avors twist my tongue 
around and stab it with their bitter 
aggressive �avor. Regardless of the 
taste, each gulp becomes an opportu-
nity for discovery, granted by the 2nd 
Annual Sun City Cra� Beer Festival.

�e festival drew approximately 
7,000 attendees and featured 40 
regional and national breweries  
and 15 area bars.  

Among some of them were Le� 
Hand Brewing Company, La-
gunitas Brewing, Dog�sh Head 
Brewery, Brooklyn Brewery and  
Deschutes Brewing. 

Attendees were each allowed ten 
free samples from the various brew-
eries as well as a complimentary  
SCCBF glass mug. 

While the extent of my cra� beer 
knowledge is limited to knowing 
the di�erent types of beers, such as 
stouts, lagers, ales, and malts, and a 
vague idea of how the di�erent colors 
and tastes are arrived at, by the way 
in which they were fermented, my 
appreciation for cra� beer is that it 
grants tasters the opportunity to dis-
cover something new.

It’s the idea of novelty that’s so great 
about cra� beer, there’s a diversity 
of types, styles, �avors, colors, and 
tastes, all waiting to be discovered, 
appreciated, or marked o�.  

Everyone becomes both an investi-
gator and critic of sorts. If you looked 
around the fest you see people read-
ing over descriptions of beers until 
they �nd the one they think they’ll 
like. �ey slowly raise their sample 
cup to their lips allowing the the taste 
to settle, �nishing o� with a remark of 
met or failed expectations.

�at is, I think, the coolest thing 
about the cra� beer festival, whether 
people went with the pure intention 
of getting drunk or as cra� beer a�-

cionados, everyone le� having dis-
covered something new.

�e greatest �nd for me was the 
Harpoon UFO Big Squeeze Sandy. 
If you’re into fruity beers this is the 
beer for you. It was a fresh discovery 
that tasted like grapefruit juice minus 
the tartness that comes along with 
it, it was such a pleasant surprise I 
opened my eyes wide and exclaimed 
“mmmm.” �e Harpoon UFO White 
Ale was also good, its taste wasn’t as 
strong as the Big Squeeze but it had a 
so� sweet hint of lemonade. 

�e Harpoon UFO Pumpkin tasted 
exactly like a slice of pumpkin pie on 
�anksgiving.  

Another great �nd was the Porter 
from SeaDog Brewing Co. It tasted 
like vanilla hazelnut co�ee with a hint 
of chocolate whose rich �avor in-
spired some long forgotten childhood 
memory of Christmas.

�e Select Macchiato Express Stout 
by Abita Brewing Company was 
also really good. It was smooth and 
matched its title closely with a Mac-
chiato taste.

I didn’t care much for the Birra 
Etrusca, from Dog�sh Head. �e 
beers description was, “hazelnut, 
pomegranate, Italian chestnut and 
honey,” but I found it to taste exactly 
like incense if incense were drinkable.

�e SCCBF also hosted cider brew-
eries such as Ace Cider and Wood-
chuck, I enjoyed Ace Cider’s berry ci-
der. It had a simple sweet grapey taste.

�e only drawbacks to the festival 
were the heat, the music could’ve 
been better, but the festival did pro-
vide some fun games such as giant 
beer pong and giant jenga. 

All in all the festival was a great op-
portunity for people to come together 
and try something di�erent, and is 
emblematic of the growing cra� beer 
community in El Paso. 

maria Esquinca may be reached at theprospectordaily.   
ent@gmail.com.

PHOTO COURTESY SUN CITY CRAFT BEER FEST
Sun City Craft Beer Fest drew more than 7,000 attendees and featured 40 
regional and national breweries.

“(�is block party is) an oppor-
tunity for alumni of all colleges and 
schools to come back to connect and 
get updates from the di�erent de-
partments to see what’s happening  
on campus.” 

According to Corchado, the block 
party aims to make the centen-
nial homecoming week a special 
one for college students of the past  
and present.

“Gold Nuggets are invited back 
for the centennial and they are hav-
ing their own gala the day a�er (the 
block party). �erefore, everyone 
will want to come back for some-
thing really special, new and exciting 
to see UTEP with,” Sanchez said. 

Alumni are also encouraged to 
participate in other events through-

out homecoming week, including 
the Student Government Association 
Past and Present luncheon, the 1964 
Golden Grad Reunion and the UTEP 
Alumni Association tailgate.

“�e Gold Nuggets are a group of 
individuals that have been distin-
guished in their colleges as alumni 
to represent their respective colleges 
and their entire university that year. 
In a typical year, we recognize one or 
more Gold Nugget per college, but 
all alumni and Gold Nuggets will be 
recognized in honor of the centen-
nial,” �urmond said.

According to Amber Morrison 
recent alumna said that its impor-
tant to stay involved with the UTEP 
community and this event will  
provide this. 

“Networking should never stop, es-
pecially once you graduate. I’ll take 
the opportunity to continue these 
connections,” Morrison said.

Tickets are available for $25, and 
include food, non-alcoholic bever-
ages and entertainment. Guests will 
be treated to a gourmet burger bar 
and a UTEP centennial birthday 
cake. A cash bar will be available for 
those 21 and older. Students may 
purchase their tickets at the Student 
Government Association and will 
receive a free centennial t-shirt with  
their purchase.

For more information, call 747- 8600 
or visit alumni.utep.edu/homecoming.

Joseph Esposito may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent.gmail.com.

BLOCK PARTY from page 1

MINER DAY/OCT. 7
9 a.m.
Dollar Wars (continues)
111 Union West

PAJAMA DAY/OCT. 8
5 a.m.
Miner Morning Mystery Mania
Sun Bowl Entrance

CALENDAROFEVENTS

4:30 p.m.
Spelling Bee 
Union Cinema

PIRATES DAY/OCT. 9
4 p.m.
RSO Feud
Union Cinema

ORANGE DAY/OCT. 10
6 p.m.
Float-Making Party
University Towers Lot

THEME from page 1
the theme is most relevant. �at’s 

where we get most students out.”
In honor of 100 years of UTEP 

pride, some new changes were in or-
der for events taking place during the 
week. Being a theme to commemo-
rate the past, UTEP students and 
alumni alike are encouraged to be a 
part of the week.

“One thing we’re changing is how 
we present the parade’s �oats. Typi-
cally, the organizations come togeth-
er Friday before the parade and they 
work until about 2 a.m. putting up 
their �oats,” Rodriguez said. “�ey’d 
come back at 8 in the morning to put 
the �nishing touches on their �oats. 
A�er the parades, they’d go straight 
into tear-down. �ey’d put dozens of 
hours into their �oats to show them 
o� for like 40 minutes. We wanted 
to let their hard work be shown for a 
little longer,.”

�e annual RSOlympics, a SELC 
and Registered Student Organiza-
tions competitive collaboration, will 
be returning throughout homecom-
ing week. �e top �ve organizations 
will be recognized during hal�ime of 
the homecoming football game, with 
the winner receiving a trophy.

“One change is how we’re scoring 
the RSOlympics and having teams 
split into divisions with each team 
getting a name from a speci�c era of 
UTEP’s centennial,” Calzadillas said.

Previous to last year’s homecoming 
week, the homecoming parade would 
be held on the Friday of homecoming 
week, although this has been changed 
to Saturday for the convenience  
of the students.

According to Rodriguez it was dif-
�cult to have people come out to it 

on a Friday, but what pushed them to 
change was that the ground has been 
broken for centennial reconstruction 
in the middle of campus, where the 
parade was usually held.

“We knew that students wouldn’t 
come out of class to Glory Road to 
see the parade on a Friday, so that was 
the �nal nail in the co�n,” he said. 
“Athletics played a role in moving it 
to Saturdays as well, since a lot of oth-
er schools tend to lean towards Sat-
urdays for the homecoming parade 
anyway. So it allowed them to build it 
into part of their game day.”

Despite the plans for making the 
most of the theme, students have 
con�icting thoughts regarding the 
choice. Some like the idea, while oth-
ers believe a more creative alternative 
would make a better-suited theme.

“I understand the hype for all the 
centennial stu�, but I feel the home-
coming theme shouldn’t be included,” 
freshman engineering major Merrick 
Martius said. “It could be cool done 
right, but who would know if we did 
it right? Nobody’s going will be 100 
years old.”

Regardless of their stance on the 
theme’s applicability, students are 
looking forward to the type of home-
coming week that only comes once 
every 100 years.

“(A theme like this) gets UTEP 
more involved in things. My friends 
and I will all be participating in 
homecoming week,” sophomore me-
chanical engineering major Anthony 
Gonzalez said.

Joseph Esposito may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Miner Pride Band performes at UTEP’s last year homecoming parade.
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Being held to a higher standard
By JASOn GrEEn
The prospector

�e UTEP Athletic Department 
and other campus organizations have 
used the recent domestic violence 
problems in the National Football 
League as a chance to reinforce the 
standards that UTEP students and 
student athletes should be held to.

If you have turned on the television 
or radio in the last month or so, you 
have most likely heard the news com-
ing out of the NFL. �e news was not 
as much about the start of a new foot-
ball season as the NFL and Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell probably would 
have liked. Prior to the season getting 
underway, a video was released that 
showed Baltimore Ravens’ running 
back Ray Rice dragging his then �-
ancée’s unconscious body out of a ho-
tel elevator. Rice was suspended two 
games a�er the league had reviewed 
the circumstances. 

Soon a�er Rice’s suspension was 
�nalized, Denver Broncos’ wide re-
ceiver Wes Welker received a four 
game suspension for testing positive 
for amphetamines. Many people saw 
this discrepancy in suspension length 
as a lack of concern on the NFL’s part 
in the area of domestic violence. Ac-
cording to a USA Today report, 50 
domestic violence cases have been 
pursued against NFL players since 
September 2006. 

�ese recent high-pro�le cases have 
clearly had a negative a�ect on the 
NFL’s image in the eyes of the gen-
eral public. However, they have also 
served as the catalyst for a dialogue 
on domestic violence in general. Se-
nior Associate Athletic Director Julie 
Levesque is very con�dent in the qual-
ity of the training that UTEP student 
athletes are receiving in this area.

“As each year goes by, rules and laws 
change, we update it every summer. I 
actually work with the o�ce of Equal 
Opportunity in making sure all of our 
policies and procedures are current 
with the laws and the school policies 
and the UT System policies,” Levesque 
said. “We also get samples from the UT 
System. We send them our handbook 
and they send it back with suggestions. 
Everything’s current in there.”

Where a regular student, one who 
is not here on athletic scholarship, 
would attend the normal new student 
orientation, student athletes’ more 
complicated schedules o�en demand 
that they participate in a separate ori-
entation. �e university does every-
thing it can to insure that athletes re-
ceive plenty of education in the UTEP 
code of conduct.

“We bring in a lot of people. We 
bring in the dean of students and 
Ryan Holmes, the dean for the con-
�ict resolution O�ce,” Levesque 
said. “�ey come and they speak 
to all of our new students transfers  
and freshmen.”

Many students feel like all of this ex-
tra attention paid to the athletes’ con-
duct is worth it. Eileen Alvarez, a fresh-
man nursing major, thinks that athletes 
should be held to a higher standard.

“Us, as students, we look up to 
athletes because we go and support 
them,” Alvarez said. “It would be bad 
for us to be supporting them for com-
mitting domestic violence.”

Leslie Bernal, a junior English and 
American literature major, said she be-
lieves it should not matter whether you 
are a superstar or any other athlete.

“�ey shouldn’t just have big pun-
ishments for big athletes,” Bernal said. 
“It should be the same as ordinary 
athletes. �e same as any other stu-
dent. You represent UTEP.”

Although the NFL eventually 
changed Rice’s two-game suspension 
into an inde�nite one, the more harsh 
punishment may have come a little 
too late for outside observers. Perhaps 
it is this fear of losing respect in the 
eyes of the public that has led many 
UTEP students like Cesar Vazquez, 
a freshman mechanical engineering 
major, to expect harsh punishments if 
a UTEP athlete were arrested.

“�ey de�nitely should not be on 
the team,” Vazquez said. “Not sure 
how far I’d go. I don’t know what the 
story is to it. De�nitely some serious 
punishment. Expulsion should de�-
nitely be an option.”

�ere have not been any major is-
sues involving an athlete and domes-

tic violence in the recent past. �at 
has not stopped Athletic Director 
Bob Stull from addressing current 
events in meetings with all of the 
head coaches, according to Levesque.

“Bob (Stull) mentioned something 
in the last coaches’ meeting refer-
encing Ray Rice—basically remind-
ing everyone,” Levesque said. “Our 
coaches take things very seriously 
and understand. We’re trying to de-
velop the students to be really good 
people when they leave here.”

If there is a silver lining to be found 
in the NFL’s recent issues, it is that 
people are talking more about domes-
tic violence across the country. Many 
students have only recently begun to 
consider what the university’s policy 
on domestic violence is and what 
they could do if they or someone they 
know were to become a victim.

�e O�ce of Student Conduct and 
Con�ict Resolution presents informa-
tion at each new student orientation in 
reference to situations like domestic 
violence. However, many students re-
main unsure on what they should to do 
if they were to become or know about 
a victim. Arthur Gibbons, a freshman 
business major, has considered what 
he would do if someone he knew was a 
victim of domestic violence following 
his freshman orientation.

“Go talk to the UTEP police or may-
be even an instructor,” Gibbons said. 

Student athletes have participated 
in events on campus such as the 

“Take Back the Night” movement in 
order to raise awareness for sexual 
assault and domestic violence. OS-
CCR also works diligently to pro-
mote domestic violence prevention c 
auses across campus. 

At 6 p.m., Oct. 8 at the Blumberg 
Auditorium at the UTEP Library, the 
�lm “Lives For Sale: Human Tra�ck-
ing” will be shown along with an ex-
hibit that includes images of migrant 
women and domestic violence, devel-
oped by Eva Moya, assistant professor 
of social work. OSCCR is also work-
ing with the Student Engagement and 
Leadership Center to build a team of 
UTEP men, who would like to “Walk 
a Mile in Her Shoes” to raise aware-
ness for sexual assault and family vio-
lence. �e walk will take place at the 
Union Plaza downtown on Oct. 16. 
Interested participants can register in 
room 106 in Union West.

If you or someone you know needs 
help, OSCCR, located at room 303 in 
Union East, is available to all UTEP 
community members. For more 
information, call 915-747-8694. 
Other resources include the Univer-
sity Counseling Center, which may 
be reached at 915-747-5302, and the 
University Police Department, which 
may be reached at 915-747-5611.

Jason Green may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

New look Miners are hungry for glory in 2014-15 season
By JAviEr cOrTEz 
The prospector

Yesterday, the UTEP men’s basket-
ball team conducted their �rst prac-
tice of the 2014-15 season, at the Fos-
ter Stevens Basketball Complex. A�er 
a season of trials and tribulations, the 
men’s team is ready for the new sea-
son with a team that is full of depth.

At the end of the 2013-14 sea-
son, the Miners’ lack of depth in the 
backcourt hindered their chances of 
making it into a signi�cant postsea-
son tournament. With senior guards 
C.J. Cooper and Julian Washburn 
dominating most of the minutes at 
the guard positions last season, coach 
Floyd was prompted to go out and 
�nd new talent to give the Miners the 
depth they needed.

Coach Floyd did just that, recruit-
ing three point guards—Trey Touchet, 
Lew Stallworth and Omega Harris. 

“One of my theories in life—every-
thing in excess,” Floyd said. “We don’t 
have point guards, so we said let’s 
go sign four of them. We got a lot of 
guys that are capable of playing in the 
backcourt this year.”

�e biggest loss of last year for the 
Miners was senior John Bohannon. 
�e Texas native was a premier player 
on a front-court heavy team. Despite 
the loss, the Miners seem to be set in 
the front court. Coach Floyd has seen 
an improvement in big men Hooper 
Vint, Matt Willms and Cedric Lang, 
to go along with the addition of Terry 
Winn, who coach Floyd thinks is one 
of the best rebounders on the team.

For the �rst time in Floyd’s �ve 
years as the head coach at UTEP, he 

�nally has a team that he has solely 
recruited and that is staggered in class 
and full of depth.

“We feel like we’re a lot deeper this 
year,” said senior center Lang. “We’re 
gonna have guys that can come o� the 
bench and really help us. We feel like 
we’re going to be really deep in post 
play even though we lost Bohannon.”

�e recurring theme last year, besides 
the Miners’ lack of depth, was their lack 
of luck. A year that was full of player 
misconduct, injuries and recruiting 
problems, it showed that a basketball 
season is as ambiguous as anything in 
life. Lang, like the rest of the returning 
Miners, has put last season behind him 
and is focused on the now.

“We weren’t thrilled about what 
happened last season at all,” Lang said.  
“�is is a new year for us, and for the 

seniors this is our last go around, so 
we got to do something now.”

�e two biggest spotlights coming 
into the season are on 2014 Confer-
ence USA Freshman of the Year Vince 
Hunter and senior NBA prospect Ju-
lian Washburn. A�er a stellar fresh-
man season, Hunter has taken on the 
challenge of expanding his game. �e 
sophomore has been working on his 
perimeter game as well as dribbling 
as he looks to �ll the roll of small for-
ward for the Miners.

Washburn, on the other hand, is on 
the cusp of another great season—last 
season Washburn was the Miners’ 
best two-way player, usually guarding 
the opposing team’s best player while 
taking on the bulk of scoring respon-
sibilities o�ensively. Coming into this 
season, Washburn’s focus has not 
been on his responsibilities on o�ense 
or defense, but his responsibilities as 
a leader.

“I got to be a much better leader 
than I have the last three years,” 
Washburn said. “All the young guys 
are looking up to me, so I’m going to 
try to lead by example and hopefully 
that works.”

Although the Miners’ season does 
not o�cially start until mid November, 
the �rst glimpse of the team will take 
place in little less than month at the Or-
ange and White scrimmage on Nov. 1. 

 Javier cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com. 

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
(Top) UTEP head coach Tim Floyd instructs his team on a drill. (Bottom) UTEP newcomers (left 
to right) Omega Harris, Earvin Morris, and Trey Touchet look on as a drill is being instructed by 
coach Floyd. 
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Hannah Asuchak—Toughness persona�ed 
By LUiS GOnzALEz
The prospector

In every sport, there are certain 
positions that are crucial to a team’s 
success. In Hannah Asuchak’s case, 
UTEP soccer has a center back that 
provides security and stability to its 
back four. A starter right from the 
start of her freshman year, Asuchak 
has been the center back that has an-
chored UTEP’s defense for the past 
four years. A combination of talent, 
toughness, dedication and love for 
the game has helped UTEP’s number 
three stay on the �eld even through  
a torn ACL.

Asuchak was born in Calgary, Al-
berta, Canada, and she has been 
playing defense ever since she got 
involved with soccer, back when she 
was playing with the Purple People 
Eaters. Although she is a native to it, 
she has never been a fan of the cold 
and constant snow, which played a 
role in her decision to come to UTEP.

“I’m a little bit of a baby with the 
cold,” Asuchak joked. “I wanted heat 
when I picked a university.”

Rarely o� the �eld, Asuchak started 
every game of her freshman season, 
playing at least 90 minutes in all but 
one game. She played the second-
most minutes among all UTEP play-
ers, with over 2,000 minutes logged on 
a team that achieved a second-place 
�nish at the conference tournament.

�at spring she su�ered what, at 
�rst, appeared to be a setback when 
she tore her ACL in practice. For 

any normal athlete that would have 
shut them down for a signi�cant 
amount of time, but as she has shown 
throughout her career at UTEP, Han-
nah Asuchak is anything but normal.

“I don’t know anybody that would 
have enough ability to play through 
a torn ACL,” said head coach Kevin 
Cross. “�at’s how athletic she is, how 
strong her muscles were.”

A�er the second-place �nish a year 
before, missing her sophomore sea-
son was not an option. Asuchak re-
members the pain of playing through 
an injury as signi�cant as the one she 
had, to the point of crying as she de-
fended the Miner goal.

“During it was painful, but I’d get a 
little adrenaline,” Asuchak said. “Af-
ter, it’d be so sore, I was in the training 
room two to three times a day.”

An athlete tearing their ACL has 
become commonplace in sports, but 
playing through a tear is another 
thing. With surgery and rehabilita-
tion, a recovery from an ACL tear 
takes six to nine months, Asuchak 
played all of her sophomore sea-
son and an o�season knee sur-
gery didn’t stop her going into the  
2013-14 season. 

Once again, Asuchak played in all 
games her junior season, starting in 
18 of the 19 games the Miners played 
and logging more than 1,600 minutes 
on the �eld. 

Entering this year, she had a total 
of 4,778 minutes played and has now 
gone well past 5,000 and has started 
in every game this season.

Asuchak rarely crosses mid�eld 
during a game, making her o�ensive 
statistics nearly nonexistent, but her 
role on the team goes beyond the stat 
sheet. Her positioning on the �eld, 
timing of tackles and leadership have 
helped the Miners become one of 
the most solid defensive teams in the 
conference this year.

“From my position I see every-
thing, I really try to control the de-
fense and be a big communicator,” 
Asuchak said.

Coach Cross is more than aware 
and does not underplay the im-
portance of having a player such as 
Asuchak on the squad, especially at 
that position and for the length of 
time she has been there.

“She gives me job security,” Cross 
said. “�at’s the person, her and the 
keeper, that keep the ball out of the 
net. We have to know that if there is a 
defensive breakdown, if she can save 
us and she doesn’t let us down.”

Asuchak is working on a bachelor’s 
degree in human resource manage-
ment, and although she does not an-
ticipate playing soccer a�er UTEP—
saying that playing in college was her 
main goal in the sport—her aspira-
tions for this, her last season in the 
orange and blue, are simple.

“I would love to get a ring,” 
Asuchak said, referring to a confer-
ence championship.

Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
Since the start of her freshman year Asuchak has been the anchor of the Miners back four. 
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