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[This is an 0ra] History Interview with Mr. Lucien Adams of San
Antonio, Texas, June 13, 1976. Interviewing is Sarah John for the
Inst i tute of Oral History at the university of Texas at El paso.l

Mr. Adams, could you te ' | l  us please when and where you were born?

I was born in Port  Arthur,  Texas, October 26,1922.

Can you tel l  me who your parents were and what they did for  a l iv ing?

My father worked on the rai l road tracks;  my mother was a housewife.

What are their  names?

My father 's name the same as mine: Lucien Adamso Sr.  My mother 's

name lvas Rosa Ramfrez.

Were they or ig inal ly f rom Port  Arthur,  a lso?

No, [but ]  they're f rom Texas.

What inf luence did your parents have on you as you were growing up?

The inf luence my parents had on me was general ly to take advice,

respect the elder,  look up to the older people wi th respect.  I  have

fol lowed that theory al l  the way through my l i fe.

Could you tel l  me please about your e ' lementary school ing?

I went to school  in Port  Arthur,  f i rst  to Webster Elementary Schoo' l

and Frankl in Elementary School ;  Thomas Jefferson Junior High School .

i  intemupted qy educat ion to he' lp support  my brothers and sisters.

When war broke outr l  went to work wi th the Consol idated Iron Works.

They made the warships and infantry landing craf ts.  I  worked there

about 18 months and then I  went into the Army in 1943.

D id  you ever  exper ience any  rac ia l  o r  e thn ic  d isc r im ina t ion  wh i le  you

were  in  g rade schoo l ,  jun io r  h igh  schoo l ,  o r  h igh  schoo l?

0h, yes.  As a matter of  fact  i t  began when I  started f i rst  grade.

I  guess  schoo ls  were  s t i l l  segregated  a t  tha t  po in t ,  i f  I 'm r igh t .

Back' in my home town, there were not that  many minor i t ies or Mexican

Americans, that  we had separate schools.  We had just  one school .
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l r ' l e  a t tended w i th  a l l ,  so  we d idn ' t  have the  fsegregat ion ] .  Bu t  s t i l t

there was a lot  of  d iscr iminat ion back in those days.

What types of  th ings happened?

As far as I  recal ' I ,  when I  f j rst  started school  in the f i rst  grade,

the l i t t le Anglo students didn' t  want us to get on the schoo' l  grounds.

I  d idn ' t  know what  "p lay ing  hook ie"  was un t i l  I  found ou t  a  l i t t le

later on in years that  I  had played hookie,  and i t  was simply because

the  l i t t le  Ang lo  k ids  d idn ' t  want  us  to  go  to  the  c lass  w i th  them.

So,  I  d id  miss  schoo l ,  oh ,  I 'd  say  a  month  or  two in  f i rs t  g rade.  So

I  expec t  tha t  [ I ' ve  seen d isc r im ina t ion ]  ever  s ince  I  was  s ix  years

o l  d .

You said that  you jo ined the mi l i tary in 1943, is that  correct?

1943;  February ' '43 .

What was the reaction of your family and friends when you went in?

When I went into the service we went to the Greyhound Bus Station:

mysel f ,  my uncle (who was the same age as I  was),  and then a lot  of

the neighbors who were cal led to service.  We went to Houston, Texas

to get sworn in. Then we came into Fort Sam Houston where we were

inducted. But the parents of  my parents(my grandparents) and the

parents of  the other neighbors that  went in the service were there to

see us of f  at  the bus stat ion.

Can you tell me about your experiences at Boot Camp?

I went to Camp Butner,  North Carol ina and took my basic t ra in ' ing there.

The training was good. I t  came in very handy in later months.  In

fact ,  I  went to Camp Butner,  North Carol ina in February,  and by

November of '43 (which was about nine months later)  I  was on my way

to Europe.
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l ,Jere there any other Mexican Americans in your unit at that t ime?

Yeso there were several  Mexican Americans dur ing basic t ra in ing and

a lso  overseas .  I  was  a  rep lacement  in  an .organ iza t ion  tha t  was  a

regular Army organizat ion,  which was the 3rd Infantry Div is ion.  When

I io ined them, the organizat ion was not ent i re ly of  the or ig inal

members,  because they landed in South Afr ica;  and when I  jo ined them

on the  Anz io  Beach in  January  o f '44 ,  tha t  o rgan iza t ion  had been

replaced t ime and t ime again--way before I  got  there.

Did you ever exper ience any dfscr iminat ion in the mi l i tary or were you

ever a wi tness to any discr iminat ion toward other people in the

mi l  i tary?

A: No, not in the service,  especia ' l ly  dur ing the war.  Duning the war i t

may exist  in the rare echelons on stateside; but in combat and overseas

dur ing  a  war t ime per iod ,  there  is  no  t ime to  observe  d isc r im ina t ion .

Would you l ike to comment on the events that  le id to your winning the

Congressional  Medal of  Honor?

Yes. The event that  led to me receiv ing the Medal of  Honor was, ' the

orgAnizat l tn,  which is the 30th Regiment,  3rd Batal l ion,  was spearheading

a move through the mountains there in France. Two companies of  the

batal l ion were cut of f  for  about l0 hours;  and f inding out that  we

could not make contact  wi th the cut of f  companies,  the batal l ion

commander made a request that we make contact with the cut off

companies.  I  led a patrol  to see what was the"obstacle,  what was the

strength that  was cutt ing of f  the two companies that were cut of f .  So

I made rny patrolrand I  not iced them on a road block,  which was a path.

The enemy had establ ished a road block in which they captured one of

our half tracks and were mending it and they set up three machine gun
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emplacements on the road block, seeing that our other" two r^emaining

companies could not contact the two cut off companies. So I made my

report back to the company commander, and he said, "Since you were the

one that made the patrols and made the report ,  you know what 's up in

the front,  what 's ahead of  us.  You take your squad,[ I  was a squad

leader]  and yourre going to lead the company on this break-through to

make contact with the two companies that were cut off. " So I took my

squad and the company got in position to make the move, to try to make

contact  wi th the two cut of f  companies.  So, I rV squad was the at tacking

squad, t ry ing to re-open the road block.  Immediately upon our l ine of

departure we came under intense enemy fire, which was from these three

machine gun emplacements and also th is hal f  t rack.  h le had not advanced

f ive yards into our company when the f i reworks began and immediately

my buddies beganhol leaing foimedics,  so we knew we were in for  a

batt le.  So I  made my advance to a point  where the enemy machine gun

emplacement must have been about 15 yards in f ront  of  me direct ly,  and

I could see the f i re coming from the machine gun. I  immediately

returned f i re f rom my automat ic weapon to the f i rst  machine gun empiace-

ment and not iced that the f i re f rom that machine gun had slowed up.

To make sure that i t  was out of  commission, I  threw a hand grenade

into the emplacement.  Then I  advanced from that posi . t ion ( f rom the

f i rst  machine gun emplacement that  I  knocked out)  and not iced automat ic

fire coming from another machine gun, and it must have been about five

yai iF to the r ight  of  the f i rst  emplacement;  so I  returned the f i re in

the direct ion where the f i re was coming from. That t ime I  used as

much f i re as I  could return wi th my automat ic. 'weapon and also wi th
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the use of  hand grenadesi  I  knocked out the second. Then r ight  behind

that one was the thi rd machine gun emplacement.  I  advanced to i t

wi th in a very short  d istance and used hand grenades and also machine

gun f i re  and knocked i t  ou t .  I  was  c red i ted  w i th  n ine  enemy k i l led '

two enemy captured and opening the road block that was the obstacle

tha t  was  ho ld ing  us  back  f rom mak ing  contac t  w i th  our  ba ta l l ion .

That was the action for which I was recommended the Medal of Honor

and was awarded the Medal of Honor. Previous to that event on a

breakthrough from Anzio going to Rome, before D-Day came about (June

the 6th of 1944), I had been recommended for the Medal of Honor once

before;  but  for  some reason or another i t  d id not go through. As a

resul t  of  the f i rst  act ion I  was awarded the Bronze Star wi th the

c lus ter .  So  tha t ' s  about  i t .

l , lel l deserved. In proportion to any other group in the United States'

more Mexican Americans have won this medal. Do you have any comment

on why, as a group (proporationate'ly), they have won more of these

medal s ?

A: I don't know why it appears to be that the Latin Americans or Chicanos

or ethnic group persons seem to have been awarded the highest medal

that the government of  the Uni ted States award their  people that  are

ent i t led  to  rece ive  such recogn i t ion .  But  I  th ink  f i rs t  o f  a l l  i t  i s

that  we think about br ingjng up our s incer i ty and Americanism,

patr iot ism. When we enl ist  in the service,  when we're draf ted in the

service,  when we take the job assignment,  fwe take] the responsibi l i t ies

of such a iob very ser iously.  I  don' t  th ink that  percentage wise

[we're]  objectors,  draf t  dodgers or complainers.  I  th ink that  we'  as
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Americans f i rst ,  second as Mexican Americans, take our obl igat ion

very ser iously,  and we do our best at  what may fal l  in l i fe or other-

w i  se .

What was your rank when you retired from the service?

I didn' t  ret i re f rom the service.  I  was in the service f rom February
'43 to september the Ttht  1945. I  d idn' t  stay in the service because

I was offered an opportunity to work with the Veterans Administration.

President rruman put out an execut ive order.  Any recipient of  the

Medal of Honor that wished to accept employment with the veterans

Admin is t ra t ion  had a  job ,  regard less  o f  h is  qua l i f i ca t ions .  you

wanted a job which started with $2,999 a year (which was a GS7 at

that t ime) and that was money in 1946, 1945. so I  f igured that th is

vlas my chance to have a permanent job,  a decent job;  a job that I

thought that  I  would receive a lot  of  sat isfact ion f rom, wh' ich

consists of serving those who had served (whether they were veterans,

widows, orphans, dependant parents,  parents who lost  their  son in

service) and to see that they got what Congress approved for them,

for the service that their  loved ones rendered to their  government.

I  have been with the Veterans Administrat ion s ince January the 4th of

'46 to the present t ime, and I  have enjoyed my work immensely.  There's

no job on the outside that I  would consider more sat isfy ing,  because

you see what you accompl ish,  you see that the indiv iduals,- the persons

that have any benef i ts coming to them, receive them, With your

ass is tance and exper ience,  i t  makes  th ings  a  l i t t le  b i t  eas ie r  fo r

them to get what's coming to them. In the same linen for those veterans

that returned and have not appl ied for  many, many of  their  benef i ts
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tha t  they  are  en t i t led  to ,  i t ' s  no  one 's  fau l t  tha t  they  have no t

received them. I f  they would only take a few minutes of  their  t ime

to cal l  the nearest  V. A. of f ice,  the nearest  County Service of f icer 's

representat ive to seek informat ion,  i t  would surpr ise them to know

that i f  they appl ied,  had inquired, they would be receiv ing what they

were ent i t led to.  So mJ job has been a very grat i fy ing,  a very

sa t is fy ing  job .  I  have accompl ished a  mi l l ion  do l la rs  wor th  o f

sa t i s fac t ion  and  more ,  work jng ' in  my  job , ' i n  my  pos i t i on .

What are your feel ings and thoughts about th is part icular occasion

in which you are taking part  th is week?

I th ink that  the LULACs Chapter and the ci t izens of  El  Paso should

be commended, should be praised by i ts c i t izens for such ef for ts of

th is group and other groups (Veterans of  Foreign Wars,  G.I .  Forum,

and f i rst  the LULACs) who have taken i t  upon themselves to plan this

occasionoto gather the recepients of  the Medal of  Honor of  Spanish-

Mex ican ex t rac t ionr to  un i te ,  b r ing  us  together ,  to  ce lebra te . th is

B icentenn ia l  ce lebra t ion .  I t  i s  pa t r io t i sm,  secord i t  i s  Amer ican ism.

I t ' s  a  recogn i t ion  tha t  a l l  c i t i zens  shou ld  be  aware  o f .  Now we ' re

two hundred years old--we wi l l  be July the  th--and i t  is  the ef for ts

o f  l i t t le  o rgan iza t ions  tha t  keep remind ing  us  what  th is  count ry

stands for.  So I  have nothing but praise for  the organizat ions that

are  respons ib le  fo r  hav ing  us  together  in  th is  event .

Mr.  Adams, what is your v iew toward the Chicano Movement?

My views toward the Chicano Movement? This is something that should

have been done many, many years ago. I t  is  real ly not a move'  i t  is

only an ef for t .  I f  we would have been thught,  I  th inktwhen we were
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younger '  that  i f  we had educated ourselves,  educated our chi ldren,

we would have been better prepared--  not to f ight  for  what is r ight ,

for  a certain group; i t  is  not  that .  But i f  we had educated ourse' lves,

i f  we had had the opportuni ty to get the educat ion,  we would have

accompl ished a lot  more. You see now in the yel low pages in the

telephone directory many, many doctors,  at torneys, professional

people [who are spanish surnamed].  years ago you wouldn' t  see too

many Garcias,  Rodr iguezes--common names or any Lat in American names;

not too many. But now with educat ion,  communicat ion,  organizat ion,

uni ty,  I  th ink that  the aims and purposes for the Lat in Americans wi l l

be accompl ished.

So, you do see i t  as a posi t ive movement?

0h,  yes .

What do you think of  the word "Chicano,,  i tsel f?

I  d i s l i ke  i t  ve ry  much .

Can you tel 1 us why?

very  s imp ly ,  i t ' s  very  d isc r im ina t ing .  you  don ' t  car l  any  Angto

group by  na t iona] i t y  because o f  h is  na t iona l i t y .  you  don ' t  ca l l  the

I ta l  ians ,  " l , Jop-Amer icans" ;  you  don ' t  ca l l  a  Jew a  "K ike . ' ,  I  th ink

i t ' s  very  degrad ing .  You are  an  Amer ican,per iod .  I  don ' t  see  i t ;

but  i f  that 's the way they look at  i t ,  to t ry to get ident i f ied, to be

ident i f ied because you're a Mexican American and you want to be clas-

s i f i ed  as  such ,  I  th ink  i t ' s  l i t t l e  b i t  backwards .  I t , s  ve ry

distasteful  to me.

Do you remember when you first heard the term?

I  th ink  I  heard  i t  i n  the  60 's ;  I  heard  i t  i n  the  60 's .  I  don ' t  th ink
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i t 's  proper,  but  i f  that 's the way certain groups want to be recognized,

i t ' s  per fec t l y  a l l  r igh t  w i th  me;  bu t  I  th ink  i t ' s  degrad ing .

Do you have any th ing  you 'd ' l i ke  to  add,  any th ing  you 'd  l i ke  to  te l l

the young people or the general  publ  ic?

I t 's  not  advice;  i t 's  only a comment for  the youth of  America,  for

thec i t i zenso f tomor roW, the ]eaderso f tomor row:Bepat r io t i c ,

respect your f lag,  respect your elders.

I t  has been a great honor to have th ' is  interview with you. I  thank

you very, very much.

I t  has  been a  p leasure  ta ' l k ing  to  you.

Thank you.

You ' re  we lcome.
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