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GeoPge Rodrfguez, Jr.
by Richard Estrada

August  7 ,  1975

Mr. Rodrfguez, where were you born,  s i r?

Here  in  E l  Paso.

In what year?

r  936.

Could you te ' |1 me something about your parents '  background?

Wel l ,  ny dad was born in Washington, D.C. My grandfather vvas an at tachd

to the Mexican Consul  in l ' lashington at  that  t ime, So n1y dad was born

up there.  Then they moved to San Francisco. And then because of  my

father 's heal th,  they moved to El  Paso. My Erandfather was a federal

judge in Mexico.  He never was a Mexican ci t izen, by the way. My

grandfather v las f rom Nicaragua. He was not too thr i ' l led wi th the

I ' lexicans from Mexico. He always told the story that ' i f  you've been to

Mexico City,  you see al l  these statues, and they always bui ld these

statues. lW qrandfather always used to say they ought to bui ld a

statue to the burro,  because he's done more for l r4exico than al l  the

pol i t ic ians.  My father had two brothers.  One went to the Universi ty

o f  Texas .  He was a  pharmac is t ,  bu t  he  d idn ' t  s tay  in  tha t  p ro fess ion .

He's wi th General  Motors now in Mexico Ci ty.  And I  have another uncle

that is a doctorn a dent ist ;  he went to Bay' lor .  And then my father

went to universi ty of  Ar izona Law school .  I 'm f i f th generat ion Tawyer.

Al l  our fami ly are ' lawyers and judges. (The Supreme Court  judge of

N icaragua is  my dad 's  f i rs t  cous in . )  And then I  went  to  schoo l  here

at UTEP, then I  went to Universi ty of  Houston, then I  f in ished out

at  South Texas Col lege of  Law, and got my degree in 1965.

Could you tel ' l  re something about your mother?F .
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Well '  my mother was born in Torre6n. My grandfather came from St.  Louis,

he was a German; and he was a mining engineer.  He went down and marr ied

a lv lex ican g i r l  r 'n  Tor re6 f l , ,wh ich  was my grandnnther .  Both  o f  them d ied

very young, and my mother came t0 El  Paso wjth her s jsters and a brother,

and iust  started 1iv ' ing here.  They had no other relat ives.  l , le had my

fa ther 's  aunt  who was in  Wash ing ton ,  0 .C. ,  and she was k ind  o f  in te res t ing .

She was a secretary to Teddy Roosevel t ,  many, many years ago. 7!eufon

my mother 's  s ide ,  the  Hagues,  tha t  was  my mother 's  ma iden name.  She

came to  E l  Paso and opened up  a  ha t  shop in  con junc t ion  w i th  Conrad

Hi l ton .  When the  o ld  H i l ton  was downtown,  my mother  had the  ha t  shop

there .  There 's  where  she met  my dad.  She used to  go  back  eas t  on

buy ing  t r ips .  Th is  has  been a ' long  t ime ago,  be fore  they  had Women 's

L ibera t ion ,  bu t  my mother  was jn  bus jness  fo r  herse l f .  And then,  o f

course ,  they  go t  mar r ied  and she re t i red .

Cou ld  you te l l  me someth ing  about  your  fo rmat ive  years  in  E l  Paso- - the

el  ementary school  you at tended and so forth?

l , r |e l l  ,  I  at tended Rusk Gnade School ,  and then from Rusk I  went to Aust in

H ' igh  Schoo l .  And  I  had  a  lo t  o f  fun .  Got  jn  a  lo t  o f  t roub le .

What was the nature of  that  t rouble?

Wel '1 ,  I  was  in .Juven i le  Home fo r ,  oh ,  j us t  va r ious  th ings .  We ' re  ta l k ing

about  25  years  ago.  E l  Paso was no t  tha t  b ig  and there  were  on ly  four

h i i rh  schoo ls .  And  I  guess  ius t  p la in  o ld  f i gh ts  i s  wha t  we  used  to  ge t

in  t roub le  w i th .  No th ing  w i th  kn ives  o r  any th ing  l i ke  tha t .  They  had

the  souths ide  gangs,  wh ich  was the  Seven X.  We never  fought  them,  because

they  were  k ind  o f  tough fo r  us .  But  we 'd  go  down to  Ys le ta  and they

were  bas ica l l y  cowboys  a t  tha t  t ime.  l l l e 'd  go  over  there .  And then

E l  Paso  H igh ,  we  used  to  go  over  the re ,  too .  Tha t ' s  ius t  p la in  o1d  h igh

E:

R:

t r .

R:
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schoo l  s tu f f ,  bu t  I  d id  my share  o f  f igh t ing  and ge t t ing  in  ja i l  and

being booked many t imes.

t r lh i le  you were  in  g rade schoo l  ,  was  your  Eng l ish  pre t ty  good?

Yeah.

You 've  never  had  any  t roub le  w i th  the  Eng l i sh  language?

No,  no t  a t  a l  I  .

How do you hand le  Span ish?

I  hand le  i t  a  he l l  o f  a  lo t  be t te r  than I  used to ,  because,  number  one,

my bus ' iness ,  because my prac t ice  is  p r imar i l y  60  percent  l t lex icans .

And of  the 60 percent,  about 30 percent f rom Judrez.  I  do a lot  of

immigra t ' ion  work .  So,  my Span ish  has  ac tua l l y  improved s ince  I ' ve

been pract' ic i ng Law. And s i nce I '  ve been mami ed al so , becau se my

wi fe  speaks  per fec t  Span ish .

Where  is  your  w i fe  f rom,  s i r?

She 's  f rom here .

D id  you ever  have any  prob lems o f  d isc r im jna t ion  when you were  go ing  to

schoo l  in  E l  Paso?

R:  N0 ,  I  never  d id .  I  don ' t  reca l l  any ,  1e t  me pu t  i t  tha t  way .  I  don ' t

reca l l  any  d isc r im ina t ion  in  my  fo rmat i ve  years  a t  a l l .  In  fac t ,  I ' ve

,  I r€V€f  encountered  too  much d jsc r im jna t jon .  I ' ve  been very  fo r tunate  jn

tha t  a rea .

How cou ld  you hand le  Span ish  wh ' i1e  you were  go ing  to  g rade schoo l?

I  p robab ' l y  was  no t  very  f luen t  in  Span ish .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I

hardly ever even ran around wjth any l . lexican kids.

You ran  around most ly  w i th  Ang los?

Yeah,  most ly  w i th  Ang los .  A l l  o f  my f r iends  tha t  I  have,  we s ta r ted

grade schoo l  / togethe fz ;  they ' re  s t i l l  my f r iends ,  and they  were  Ang1o.

E :

R:

E :
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RODRIGUEZ

So,  i f  I  had  to  say ,  I  p robab ly  d idn ' t  speak  tha t  much  Span ish  i n  t hose

days .

Do  you  reca '11  any  pa r t i cu la r  au tho r i t y  f i gu res - - say ,  pe rhaps ,  t eachers - -

t ha t  m igh t ' ve  had  any  pa r t ' i cu l a r  pos i t i ve  o r  nega t i ve  i n f l uence  on  you?

l , . l e11 ,  i ' l l  have  to  say ,  p robab ly  I  neve r  had  one  good  teacher  i n  Rusk  o r

Aus t i n .  I  d idn ' t  have  anybody  tha t  I  cou ld  say  was  ou ts tand ing ,  t ha t  I

can  reca l l ,  t ha t  had  any  j n f l uence  on  me  a t  a l l .

Wha t  k inds  o f  j obs  d id  you  have  wh i ' l e  you  were  a  teenager  i n  E l  Paso?

We l l ,  my  dad  used  to  ge t  me  jobs .  0 ' l d  Ray  O ls te in  used  to  have  a  ba rbecue

place about two blocks f rom the courthouse, and I  was a busboy there.

I  f r i rs t  s ta r ted  work ing  when I  was  n ine  years  o ld .  Every  summer  I 'd

work  fo r  my  unc1e ,  who  was  a  p lumber ,  and  I  d id  a  lo t  o f  p lumb ing ,  a

o f  d i gg ing . n ine  to ,  I  guess ,  when I  was

F .

P .

E:

R:

That was from /when I waV

lo t

14 ,

UheU I  went to work for  Ray 0lstein and I  was a busboy there,  and

learned how to  cook .  And tha t ' s  one o f  my hobb ies  today ,  tha t ' s  when

I  s ta r ted .  i  a lso  worked fo r  Gunn ing  Castee l  as  a  shor t  o rder  cook .

After school  I  was a sack boy at  Safeway up on Fort  Boulevard.  At

about the age of  16,  I  formed my own paint ing company, and in fact  I

pa in ted  the  o ld  C i ty  Ha l l .  Raymond Te l les  was Mayor  a t  tha t  t ime and

he gave me a  cont rac t ,  and we pa in ted  the  o ld  C i ty  Ha l l ;  and we d ' id  p re t ty

good.  t ^ le  d jd  some cont rac ts  on  fences .  We weren ' t  rea l ' l y  good pa in te rs ,

but i t  was better than working for anybody. That was in 1953, somewhere

in  tha t  a rea .  And then a f te r  tha t ,  o f  course ,  I  g raduated  f rom h igh

schoo l ,  s ta r ted  co l iege ,  and  d ' id  m iserab le .  I  th ink  I  made s t ra igh t  F ' s .

I  d idn ' t  go  to  |c -c las l / - .  i  d idn ' t  rea l j ze  what  I  was  do ' ing  a t  tha t  t ime.

I  was  k ind  o f  wander jng  around.  I  became Ar t  D i rec to r  a t  KELP.  A t

tha t  t ime  i t  was  ca l led  K INT Te lev is ion .  I  s iqned  tha t  s ta t ion  on  the  a ' i r .
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I  spent  severa l  years  in  the  broadcas t  f ie ld .  I  was  an  ar t i s t ,  and then

f rom an ar t i s t  I  went  to  a  cameraman,  then a  d i rec to r .  We produced "Shock . "

I  don ' t  know i f  you  were  here  jn  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t ime,  bu t  we d id  "Shock , "

those were the old homor movies.  We had some problems with our t ransmit ter

at  that  t ime. And then I  worked for a number of  years as a director and

a cameraman,  then I  became a  sa lesman.  And f rom te lev is ion  sa les  then I

went  in to  rad io  sa les ,  and I  so ld  fon  KELP.  A t  tha t  t ime,  we had about

92  percen t  o f  the  l i s ten ing  aud ience .  0 f  course ,  we  d idn ' t  have  tha t  many

s ta t ' ions .  I t  was  s imp ly ,  I  guess ,  a  rock  s ta t ion .  I t  was  the  modern

mus ic .  I t  wasn ' t  the  Bea t les  o r  any th ing ,  bu t  i t  was  s t i l l  more  modern

than what  we had pr io r  to  the  Beat les .  We had d isc  jockeys  and promot ions .

I  s tayed there  t i l l  I  went  back  to  schoo l  fu l l  t ime,  '60 .

When you f i rs t  s ta r ted  go ing  to  co l lege,  d id  you a t tend Texas  Western?

Yeah.  I  g raduated  f rom Texas  Western .  I  s ta r ted  in  January ,  1955,

and I  th ink  I  made s t ra igh t  F 's  tha t  semester .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  ever  a t tended

a  c l  ass .

E:  What  d id  you f ina l l y  ge t  your  degree in?

R:  I  go t  my  degree  in  H is to ry  w i th  a  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience  minor .

E :  What  a rea  o f  H is to ry?

R:  Ide l l ,  most  o f  the  h js to ry  tha t  I  took  was European H is to ry  and Amer ican

History.  I  took some Russian History.  But most of  my history was in the

Uni ted  Sta tes .

E:  D id  you ever  take  any  Mex ican H is to ry?

R:  No.  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  don ' t  th ink  they  had any  a t  tha t  t ime.  We

did  some in  con junc t ion ,  I  th ink ,  w i th  the  Western  Hemisphere ,  bu t  i t

was  jus t  a  smal l  por t ' ion .  Dr .  Por te r ,  I  th jnk ,  was  teach ing  a t  tha t  t ime.

I  don ' t  reca l l  ever  do ing  any  Mex ican  h is to ry  a t  a l l .

E :

R , .
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Whi le  you  were  go ing  to  Texas  l , l es te rn ,  do  you  reca l l ,  was  the re  much  da t i ng

be tween  ind i v idua ls  o f  d i f f e ren t  e thn i c  backg rounds?

h le l1 ,  no t  rea l l y ,  because ,  see ,  when  I  a t tended  Texas  Wes te rn ,  f o r  examp le ,

I  d idn ' t  go to  /Toin/  a  f ra tern i ty ,  because I  knew that  a  Mexican was

not  accepted .  That  d jdn ' t  par t i cu la r ' l y  bo ther  me,  bu t  I  mean,  I  knew tha t

you cou ldn ' t  ge t  in .  Bob Garc ia ,  who is  now a  Federa l  Probat ion  Of f i cer '

was ,  I  th ink ,  the  f i rs t  l ' l ex ican  to  ge t  in  and he  go t  in  Kappa S ig .  But

I  never wanted to even subject  mysel f  to any of  that  type of  th ' ing.  As

far  as  da t ing ,  I  guess  I  can  say  tha t  I  had some prob lems once in  a

wh i le  because I  was  Mex ican;  maybe some g i r ' l  wou ldn ' t  go  ou t  w i th  me.  But

/Tor t f re most part / r  no.  l^ le had one colored bal l  p layer,  Char l je Brown,

who was there,  and he had some problems. He was a good fr iend of  m' ine,

and he used to te l l  me /ThatJ on the road tr ips he had some problems, as

fa r  as  tha t .

E :  What  d id  you do  a f te r  your  f i rs t  exper ience here  a t  Texas 'vJes tern?

R: That 's when I  went in the broadcast f r 'e ld and stayed there for  a few years.

E :  What  f ina l l y  mot iva ted  you in to  go ing  back  to  schoo l?

R:  Wel l ,  I  knew tha t  I  cou ld  never  buy  a  rad io  s ta t ion  or  a  TV s ta t ion  cause

I  d idn ' t  have the  money,  and I  don ' t  par t i cu ' la r1y  l i ke  to  work  fo r  anybody.

So I  cal led my dad one day and asked him i f  he would send me back to

schoo l ,  and he  sa id  yes .  And so  I  went  back  in  January  o f  '60 ,  and I

took 21 houns and then I  got  through r ight  away and went down to Universi ty

o f  Hous ton ,  in  ' 62 .

E :  How d id  you  f ind  law schoo l?  D id  you  l i ke  i t?

R:  We11,  yeah .  I  had  some prob lems in  law schoo l .  I ' ve  never  been  tha t

b r igh t  o f  a  s tuden t .  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  I 'm  a  scho la r .  I  don ' t  th jnk  tha t

I 'm very  b r igh t  as  fa r  as  academia  goes ,  and I  had some prob lems.
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I had a professor by the name of Nixon who was a Real  Property Professor.

He 's  had grea t  impact  on  my l i fe  inso far  as  tha t  he  ta lked  to  my fa ther '

and both of  them decided for me to t ransfer f rom Universi ty of  Houston

af te r  a  year  and a  ha l f  to  South  Texas .  Because in  law schoo l ,  what  you

do js ,  you  have a  cumula t ive  sys tem.  In  o ther  words ,  i f  you  have a  50 '

wh ich  I  go t  in  one course  ( in  the  res t  o f  the  courses  I  had good grades) ,

that  50 drawed my whol  e  averag

lef t  that  50 and I  brought  my

a t  Sou th  Texas .

And  when  I  t r ans femed ,  we ' | 1 ,  I

hou rs ,  and  t hen  I  j us t  f i n ' i shed  uP

e down.

/other/

E :

R .

Do you reca l l  how many Mex ican Amer ican rece ived the j r  law degrees?

In  H0uston? None.  I  th ink  I  was  the  on ly  one.  There  had been some

boys  f rom E1 Paso l j ke  Henry  Pef ra  who 'd  been th rough the  Un ivers i ty  o f

Houston ,  bu t  he  was a l ready  gone when I  go t  there .  And then a t  South

Texas ,  Car los  Escobar  had gone th rough pr io r  to  the  t jme tha t  I  went  th rough '

and I ' lauro Rosas, who was former representat ive.  They had been sporadic.

But ,  when I  was  there ,  no .  A t  Un ivers i ty  o f  Houston  I  was  the  on ' l y

l4ex ican and a t  South  Texas  I  was  the  on ly  Mex ican- - tha t  I  reca l  I  .  I

mean,  tha t ' s  the  who le  schoo l .  And  Sou th  Texas  Co l lege  o f  Law i s  the

second ' la rges t  law schoo l  j n  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  A  lo t  o f  peop ' le  don ' t

know that.  I 'd th jnk that  they probably have more 7| t ' tex ' ican Americans/

now, but a very sma'I1 percent,  i f  they do.

Did you ever encounter any prob' lems at  a l l  because your name was Rodrfguez?

No. t '1y roommate from Beaumont asked me one t ime'  i f  I  had i t  to do

a l l  over  aga ' in ,  wou ld  I  want  to  be  a  l4ex ' i can ,  and I  never  even thought

of  i t .  Now that impressed me, because I  remember the story.  And I

says ,  "Wel l ,  I  never  thought  o f  i t ,  bu t  what  d j f fe rence does  i t  make?"

And i t  hasn ' t  bo thered  me.  I  th ink  j f  I  rea l l y  sa t  down in  dep th  and
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l ooked around,  there  may have been some inc idents  because o f  tha t .  Bu t

I  never encountered anything bad there.  I  was in a f raterni ty down there.

What f raterni ty did you belong to?

I  was  De l ta  Theta  Ph i r ;  i t ' s  a  law f ra te rn i ty .  Had no  prob lems.

When d jd  you ge t  ou t  o f  law schoo l?

1965 .

What did you do then?

I  came here  to  E l  Paso.  lnJe l l ,  I  was  go ing  to  p rac t ice  in  Houston ,  and I

came out here for  Chr istmas and I  had my dad swear me in.  Usual ly when

you graduate f rom law school  you go to Aust in and the Supreme Court

judges  swear  you in .  But  s ince  my dad was a  judge,  I  much pre fer red  h im

to  anybody e1se.  So I  came out  here  and I  s ta r ted  prac t ic ing  here .

l ^ lha t  k ind  o f  a  p rac t ice  was i t?  D id  you have any  par t i cu la r  spec ia l ty?

l^Je l l ,  I  spec ia l  i zed  in  Immjgra t ion  LTu ,  because o f  l ^Je l l  ing ton  Chew.  I

was  i 'n  w i th  l l l e l ' l i ng ton  Chew.  And bas ica l l y  I  was  a  de fense a t to rney .

My dad had done so much work over the years.  0f  course, he was the

f i rs t  Mex ican Amer ican ' lawyer  in  E l  Paso.  H is  peop le  came to  rne ,  and my

prac t ice  was very  luc ra t i ve .  I  d id  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  c r im ina l  work .  And

i  d id  tha t  fo r  a  number  o f  years ,  and then go t  in to  po l i t i cs .  And I

s t i l l  have my prac t ice ,  and i t ' s  a  p re t ty  Eood prac t ' i ce .

You ment joned | l ' |e l l ing ton  Chew.  Cou ld  you jus t  g ive  us  a  l i t t le  in fo rmat ion

about that  gent lenian? Is he a qood Imm'igrat ' ion lawyer?

b le1 l ,  he 's  p robab ly  one o f  the  bes t  in  the  count ry .  b le l l ing ton  had the

misfortune of  get t inq ind jcted with ! ' loodrow Bean and Sam Dw.yer.  They

used to have, u [u i l  f i rm cal led Bean, Dwyer,  Escobar,  Chew; and at

tha t  t j rne  the"v  had a ' l i  the  bus iness .  t le l l  ing ton  is  a  lawyer ,  born  in

Ch ihuahua,  Ch inese,  and he  came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and he  went  to  SMU.

E:

R:

E :

R:
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I n  t he  commun i t y ,  t he  l awye rs  w i l l  t e11  you ,  he ' s  a  gen ius .  He  had  t hose

prob lems  w j th  h i s  i ncome tax ,  and  go t  suspended  fo r  s i x  mon ths ,  and  i  t h ink

tha t  p robab ly  c r r r shed  t l e l ' l i ng ton .  When  I  s ta r ted  p rac t i c i ng  w i th

We l l i ng ton ,  he  d i dn ' t  p rac t i ce  t ha t  much .  He ' s  s t j l l  an  exce l l en t  l awye r .

He ' s  had  some d r ink ing  p rob lems  ove r  t he  yea rs ,  and  I  neve r  d id  assoc ia te

myse l f  w i th  h im ,  o the r  t han  i us t  rooming  toge the r .  l de  s t j l l  have  ou r

o f f i ces  toge the r ,  and  he ' s  an  exce l l en t  l awyer .  Speaks  pe r fec t  Span ish '

no  Ch inese  a t  a l l .  Bu t  he  had  g rea t  i n f l uence  on  me .  Tha t ' s  why  I  go t

in to immigrat ion /T.aw7.  Immigrat ion was very good to me.  In  those days,

i n  1965 ,  we  cou ld ' immigra te  a  Mex ican  c i t i zen  in to  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  w j th jn

24 hours .  And then,  o f  course ,  i t  s ta r ted  ge t t ' i ng  harder  and harder  and

harder.  Now, I  I  imj t  my immigrat ' ion pract ' ice not so much to Mexicans any

more. I  t ry to help them out and tel l  them not to spend any money,

' cause there  are  a  lo t  o f  these peop le  tha t  w i l l  take  money f rom them and

get what they cal l  a carta,  to work;  and they used to do that.  And I

t ry  to  s teer  them c lear .  I  don ' t  charge Mex ican peop le  fo r  immigra t ion

work any more.

t r .

R:

E:

R:

Do you bel  ieve that there are many

take advantage o f  Mex ican c j t i zens

I  wou ld  say ,  p robab ly  no t .  Bu t  I ' d

are some of these notary publ  ics or

inc idents  where in  a t to rneys  in  E1 Paso

try ing to jmmjgrate into th is country?

say the peop' le that  do take advantage

some of these secretar ias that  they

have runn ' ing  around.

In  South  E l  Paso?

Yeah,  tha t ;  and in  Judrez ,  0ver  a t  the  Cont inenta l  Bu i ld ing  they  have

a fe l low,  I  used to  ca l l  h im Cara  de  hua- rache,  bu t  I  can ' t  remember

h is  name.  You know,  the  mjcas  they  make? They make those th ings  over

there and they se l1 them for  $35,  and these people get  taken every day.
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And i t ' s  a  ve ry  l  uc ra t i ve  bus ' iness .

Do they get caught?

The peop le  ge t  caught ,  yeah l  What  happens to  them is ,  they  go  over  to  these

notar ios  p0b l i cos , they  go  to  a  secre tar ia ,  and they  f i l l  ou t  a l l  these

forms and then these peop le  te l l  themr  "sure ,  yoU can ge t  one.  Come back

in  two weeks .  Br ing  th ree  p ic tu res . "  They  s tea l  the  c ross jng  cards  f rom

somebody e lse ,  and then they  jus t  inser t  the  p ic tu re ;  and then they  come

across  and tha t ' s  what  they  use .  And they  come across  severa l  t imes and

they  th ink  they  can come over .  They ' re  ignorant ,  they  don ' t  unders tand.

You know,  tha t ' s  jus t  a  r i ver  there .  They  don ' t  unders tand tha t  we ' re

not  in te r re la ted ,  (wh ich  we bas ica l l y  a re) ,  and they  come across  and they

get caught.  i  represented l ' ' layor Hervey's maid when they picked her up.

Tha t  was  k ind  o f  an  unusua l  s i tua t ion .

Cou ld  you te l l  us  about  i t?

Yeah. Mayor Hervey and I  were having a war,  or  he was having a war on

me,  w i th  pornography ,  and ca l l ing  me pre t ty  bad names,  say ing  tha t  I  was

not  do ing  my job ,  tha t  I  was  lax .  And I  never  answered h im because I

make  i t  a  p rac t i ce  never  to  answer  any  po l i t j c ian .  I  th jnk ' i t  degrades

you.  I f  they  s ta r t  name-ca l l ing  you,  don ' t  answer  them.  And because o f ,

I  guess ,  my reputa t ion  w i th  immjgra t ion ,  she  came to  me,  and pa id  me a

good fee. And she did get deported, but then she got marr ied to /an

Amer ican  c i t i zenT.  I  th ink  she 's  back  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .

Did  she  mar ry  an  Ang lo?

Yeah ,  she  go t  mar r i ed  to  an  Ang1o .  She  spoke  pe r fec t  Eng l i sh  and

been here for years, and /Tac/ worked for Mayor Hervey for seven

/-haU

yea rs .

I  t imes .But  she had one of  these fa l  se /cardsZ and had been caught  severa

10

F .

D .

E:

R:

She  knew wha t  she  was  do inq . Immi grat ion ' ;s  pret ty  good .  Imm' igrat i  on r  as
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far  as  the i r  records  and every th ing ,  they ' re  p re t ty  good on  p ick ing  up

these  peop ' le .  They ' re  a  l i t t l e  rude .  Th is  c ross ing  here  in  E l  Paso  i s

probab ly  the  rudes t  border  there  is  in  the  wor ld .

Why is that?

I  don ' t  know.  And I  ta lked  to  the  Immigra t ion  peop le  about  tha t ,  and

most  o f  the  Immigra t ion  peop le  don ' t  l i ke  to  come here .  I t ' s  no t  d t t ]  r l

d i f fe ren t  than i f  you 've  t rave l led  around the  wor ld .  I t4os t  o f  my t rave l l ing

is  done in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and in  M6x ico .  But  you ' l l  f ind  the  Mex icans

are  very  rude,  too .  We a lways  make a  ioke :  A l l  Immigra t ion  peop le

from al l  over the wor ld go to a school  to learn to become rude. And they

are rude. They've been very rude to me at  the br idge many t imes. In

fac t ,  somet imes I  ge t  parano id ,  espec ia l l y  dur ing  the  Hervey  admin is t ra t jon ,

' cause they  were  jumping  on  me pre t ty  much.  I  thought  poss ib ly  they  were

11

t r .

P .

going to do something to me

my wi fe  to  go  fo r  a  wh j le .

I i ke  i t ' s  a l ' l  r i gh t .

How would you character ize

general  1 y?

we qu i t  go ing  to  Judrez ,  and I  fo rb id

we're goi i tg back now. Everything seems

and

But

re la t ions  be tween E l  Paso and Cd.  Judrez ,

Wel l ,  somet jmes they ' re  good and somet imes they ' re  bad.  I t  depends on

the  admin is t ra t ion .

0n  wh ich  admin is t ra t ion?

Wel l ,  fo r  example ,  the  Hervey  admjn is t ra t ion  probab ly  d jd  the  wors t  job

I ' ve  ever  seen.  The mayor  / -o t  . ludrez7,  Jdquez,  he  d idn ' t  I  i ke  Hervey .

Now,  he  go t  a ' long  per fec t l y  w i th  o ld  Ber t  l ^ l ' i l l  i ams.  Ber t  t r l i l l  j ams d jd

a  beau t j fu l  i ob .  Ber t  Wi l l i ams was  a  good  mayor ,  and  peop le  d idn ' t

unders tand h im;  and he  d idn ' t  unders tand po l i t i cs .  I  know Ber t  very  we l l

he 's  a  good persona l  f r jend  o f  mine .  But  Ber t  was  so  f l igh ty  tha t  he
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j us t  went  o f f  and jus t  sa id  someth ' ing  and i t  go t  the  press  aga ins t  h im '

and go t  everybody aga ins t  h im.  But  he  d id  a  beaut i fu l  iob .  We had

beaut i fu l  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  Judrez .  lde  had par t ies  tha t  I  a t tended.

Jdquez wou ld  come over  w i th  h ts  cab ine t  and we wou ld  go  over  there .

And the  re la t ionsh ip  be tween e lec ted  o f f j c ia ls  in  Judrez  /and E l  PasoZ

r igh t  now is  p re t ty  bad.  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  we ' re  do ing  a  good iob .  I

don ' t  th r 'nk  the  Commiss joner 's  Cour t  does  a  good job .

Do you th ink  i t ' s  most ly  incumbent  upon the  E l  Paso au thor i t ies  to  cu l t i va te

these re l  a t ions?

I  th jnk  i t  behooves  us .  You know,  we make a  lo t  o f  money o f f  these

peop le .  You know,  i f  j t  weren ' t  fo r  Judrez ,  downtown E l  Paso wou ld  d je

ius t  l i ke  every  o ther  ma jo r  c i t y .  E l  Paso 's  un ique  in  tha t  these  peop le

come across to buy. They get raped, they get screwed, al1 up and down

Stanton Street by these merchants.  You go down there,  Vou pay more for

a  d ress ,  and i t ' s  no t  as  good.  But  see,  these Mex ican peop le  a re  so

oppressed and they're so ignorant,  they don' t  k 'now, and they stay w' i th

these souths ide  Jews;  and they  jus t  rape the  he l1  ou t  o f  them.  The

Popu lar  has  been do ing  i t  fo r  years  to  them,  and The Popu lar  i s  a  very

I?

E:

R:

successful  department s

E l  Paso,  bu t  th is  s to re

' re  no t  do ' ing  any  good ou t  a t  nor theas t

is  success fu l .  The who le  downtown

tore .

,-i

/  0own

They

ownr

vve've had some good ones / in t f re pasl f .

a rea  is  success fu l ,  where  your  o ther  ma jor  c i t ies  a re  no t ,  and i t ' s  because

o f  Judrez .  Bu t  we  do  no t  have  good  re la t ionsh ips .  I  mean '  l i ke  I  say ,

Would you say the major i ty  o f  the merchants in  South El  Paso are e i ther

Mex icans  o r  Jew ish?

I  t h ink  mos t  o f  t hem a re  Jews .  0 f  cou rse ,  Vou ' ve  go t  Bencomo 's  s to re

down  the re ,  and  the re ' s  a  guy  tha t ' s  /T ro ryV  a  beau t i f u l  f am i l y .  They ' ve
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helped out the people,  and they make a lot  of  money of f  the people f rom

Judrez .  I  know Casa Son ido ,  Rudy Soto 's  down there .  He does  a  lo t  o f

bus iness  w i th  the  in te r io r  o f  Mex ico  ' cause he  sh ips .  And o f  course  the

Ayoubs, Halem Ayoub of  Border /Tobacco CompanyT, they're Syr ians.  But

I 'm ta l  k ' ing  about  your  Cent ra l  Furn  j tu re ,  Un ion  /Furn i tu rg / ;  I  th ink

a l l  your  fu rn i tu re  s to res .  Those peop le  a re  jus t  ungod ly  on  the i r  in te res t

ra tes .  And,  o f  course ,  these peop le  don ' t  say  any th ing .  Number  one,

they ' re  no t  even c i t i zens  o f  Texas .  They ' re  ius t  Mex icans  tha t  come over

and spend money.  You 'd  be  surpr ised  what  these peop le  do  on  layaways .

Popu lar  Dry  Goods has  a  he l l  o f  a  bus jness  on  layaways  and they  do  an

exce l len t  job .  The peop le  f rom Ch ihuahua come up here  and they  spend

thousands o f  do l la rs ;  they  buy  a l l  the j r  k jds '  c lo thes .  l ^ le  had some

re la t i ves  in  las t  week,  my w i fe 's  re la t i ves .  They  came up here ,  and they

buy clothes. Three weeks ago my cousins f rom l l6xjco Ci ty came up.

They were in Houston for a week, and then they came out here and

s tayed th ree  or  four  days ,  and they  bought  a  lo t  o f  c lo thes .  So,  tha t

the answer to the whole problem is that  we should t ry to have better

re la t ionsh ips  w i th  Judrez ,  and  we don ' t .  I  th ink  we 've  go t  some p rob lems

in  tha t  the  l lex ican  Mex ican doesn ' t  rea l l y  accept  the  Mex ican Ch icano over

on  th is  s ide ,  and  there 's  p robab ly  jea lousy .  The  Mex jcans  on  th is  s ' i de ,

f rom what  I  have seen- -and i t ' s  evo lved over  the  years - -wants  to  b r jng  in

the i r  cu l tu re ,  and the  Mex ican Mex ican doesn ' t  want  th is  Mex ican.  In

o ther  words ,  we ' re  a  d i f fe ren t  b reed.  l , l l e ' re  no t  Mex icans ;  and,  he l1 ,  they

don ' t  want  us .  Yet ,  w€ ' re  t ry ing  to  d raw back  and say ,  you  know,  "Hay,

M6x ico ,  b r ing  in  th i s  cu l tu re  to  us . "  And  he l1 ,  they  don ' t  wan t  j t .

I t ' s  very  apparent .  You ' re  up  a t  UTEP,  you can ta lk  to  some o f  the  fo re ign

s tudents  f rom M6x ico .  And the i r  ma in  top ic  i s ,  "These peop le  a ren ' t
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rea l l y  Mex icans .  You  shou ldn ' t  ca l l  yourse lves  Mex icans ,  you ' re  Amer icans . "

But  then,  U.S.  Amer icans  are  we i rd  peop le .  That ' s  why  we have the  grea t

count ry  we do  have and i t rs  someth ing  tha t  they  don ' t  unders tand.  I

don ' t  know i f  we unders tand i t .  I 'm very  p roud o f  be jng  a  Mex ican.  To

f f ie ,  i t  doesn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence.  I  mean,  I ' ve  never  seen any  d i f fe rence.

But  then I  th jnk  somet imes when we go overboard ,  and I  th jnk  tha t  we have

in  some ins tancds  in  th js  movement ,  bu t  jus t  to  b r ing  i t  to  1 igh t ,  we 've

done some good. l l le 've got some Mexican boys that they're going to Yale

and Harvard .  I ' l e ' re  ge t t ing  some gran ts  tha t  we used to  never  ge t .  We ' re

get t ing  scho ' la rsh ips .  And j t  was  a l l  done because we over - reac ted  and

became rad ica l ,  i f  you  want  to  use  the  te rm.  But  a l l  we were  do ' ing  was

jus t  t r y ing  to  ge t  recogn ized ;  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  the  who le  s i tua t ion .

And  I  th ink  i t ' s  accompl i shed  i t r s  purpose .  Bu t  now I  th jnk  we ' re  k ind  o f

f lounder ing  because I  th ink  th is  p rob lem does ex is t .  Judrez  Mex jcans

ca l l  us  pochos  anyway.  They  don ' t  I  i ke  us .  And ye t  we ' re  t ry ' ing  to

s t i l l  d raw back  to  th i s  cu l tu re .  And  I  don ' t  know i f  we ' re  be ing

success fu l  o r  no t .

: :  We were  ta lk ing  abou t  bus iness  in  E l  Paso  a  l i t t l e  wh j le  ago ,  and  the  number

of people that  come over f rom Cd. t ludrez to buy goods in El  Paso. Several

peop le  have remarked tha t  the  eas ts ide  shopp ing  centers  have been do ing  a

t remendous bus iness .  Have you rece ived any  ind ica t ion ,  e i ther  f rom your

own persona l  observa t jons  or  f rom any th ing  you 've  heard ,  tha t  th is  j s

t rue ,  tha t  a  lo t  o f  Mex icans  are  shopp ing  ou t  a t  C ie lo  V is ta  /Shopp ing

CenterZ and so forth?

R:  0h ,  de f jn i te ' l y !  Sure .  l ^ le  pu t  on  some shop l  i f t ing  sem' inars  ou t  there ,

and then,  o f  course ,  we ' re  p ick ' ing  up  a  lo t  o f  shop l i f te rs .  F lex icans ,  by

t rad ' i t ion- - I  don ' t  know why- -shop l i f t .  I  guess  they  don ' t  unders tand

I4
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and they  come over  to  th i s  coun t ry ,  and  i t ' s  j us t  a  l i t t l e  o ld  b r idge .

They  don ' t  unders tand tha t  they ' re  in  a  d i f fe ren t  count ry .  And then in

M6x ico  I  guess ,  i f  they  ca tch  you s tea l ing ,  you  s t i l l  have the  o ld

mord ida ;  you  can pay  o f f .  Here  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  you can ' t .  | l l e  do

have a great number of  shopl j f ters we get f rom M6xico, and /- they're/

f rom the  in te r io r  o f  M6x ico .  But  yes ,  they ' re  buy ing  a  1o t  ou t  a t  C ie lo

V is ta .  In  fac t ,  I ' l l  go  back  to  the  same th ing .  I f  j t  weren ' t  fo r  Judrez ,

we 'd  be  econorn ica l l y  in  t roub le .  You know,  we went  th rough a  recess ion

the  f i rs t  par t  o f  the  year  and las t  year - -ca l l  i t  whatever  /you  wanV.

E l  Paso d idn ' t  go  th rough tha t .  I  mean,  we have a  h igh  ra te  o f  non-

work ing  peop le ,  because some wetbacks  come over  here  (ca l l  them tha t  j f

you  want ,  wha tever ) ,  and  then ,  we 've  a lways  t rad i t i ona l l y  had  labor

prob lems here .  But  as  fa r  as  the  economy goes ,  you  d idn ' t  see  any  s to res

fo ld .  E l  Paso is  very  p rosperous .  The grocer ies ,  they  keep go ing  up ,

bu t  these peop le  keep coming over  here  to  buy .

And tha t ' s  d i rec t l y  a t t r ibu tab le  to  Cd.  Judrez .

Sure  i t  i s l  De f in i te l y .  They  come over  here  and  buy  /g rocer ies / .  I t ' s

cheaper for  them to buy some meat over here than over in Judrez.  l^ le shop

over  in  Judrez ,  and the  meat  i s  no t  any  cheaper .  The meat 's  a  lo t

be t te r  over  here .  A l though the  Mex icans  now have some feed pens ,  they ' re

s ta r t ing  to  fa t ten  the i r  cows ius t  l j ke  we do .  I  represent  a  lo t  o f

cat t le people.  You know, most of  our beef in th is area comes from l i l6xico--

f rom Ch ihuahua,  f rom Coahu i la ,  f rom Durango.  We get  a  lo t  o f  beef  down

there .

Le t  me ask  you,  you ment joned tha t  you  had cous ins  f rom Cd.  Ch ihuahua tha t

came up here to buy clothes and merchandjse. Do you have any knowledge,

is th is a common pract ' ice amongst the better f fami l iesZ?

15
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0h,  yes l  Sure ;  oh  yeah.  The more  the  a f f luen t  Mex icans  come to  the  Un i ted

States to buy. In M6xico Ci ty,  they don' t  come here,  they go to Laredo;

i t ' s  a  lo t  c losen.  Monter rey ,  the  same th ing .  But  most  o f  your  a f f luen t

peop le  come to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  to  buy  the j r  c lo thes .

Would  you say  then,  in  Cent ra l  Nor th  Mdx ico ,  tha t  they  wou ld  na tura l l y

gravi tate toward El  Paso?

0h,  sure .  Pres id io ,  fo r  example .  I f  you  ever  have a  chance to  go  down

there ,  I  have a  c l ien t  down there ;  a  f r iend ,  rea l l y - -Mrs .  Spencer .  She 's

Mex ican.  Shers  f rom around Pnes id io .  They ' re  very  wea l thy  peop le ,  and

she 's  go t  a  l i t t l e  s to re  in  Pres id io .  And  when you  wa lk  in ,  the  l i nes  o f

c lo thes ,  Ne iman Marcus  car r ies  in  Da l las ,  o r  Rhodes  o r  Magnum.  She 's

got  beaut i fu ' l  c lo thes ,  women 's  c lo thes .  You know why she ex is ts?  Because

the  peop le  f rom Pres id io  and the  peop le  f rom Ch ihuahua go  up  there ,  and

she has a very damn good business. They do buy 7| in t f re Uni ted StatesT.

That 's  very  in te res t ing .  Le t ' s  go  back  to  what  you were  do ing  in  E l

Paso.  You were  an  Immigra t ion  lawyer  fo r  a  wh j le .  How long d ' id  you

do  th is?

16
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l , le11  ,  I  s t i l l  do  some o f  i t ,

the  Far  Eas t .  I t ' s  a  l i t t l e

Are there many Europeans and

Paso?

but  I ' ve  l jm j ted  j t  most ly  to  Europeans and

eas ie r .  A  lo t  more  money.

Far Easterners that  t ry to immigrate in El

Sure ,  su re .  I  had  some  F i l i p i nos  t ha t  we ' ve  been  wo rk i ng  on .  0 f  cou rse ,

the  V ie tnamese ,  I  d id  qu i te  a  b i t  w i th  V ie tnamese .  I  had  a  ve ry  famous

case  he re ,  a  woman .  Her  name was  Vo .  She 'd  been  i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes

fo r  a  number  o f  yea rs .  He r  husband  and  he r  came and  she  was  a  cook ,  and

her  husbandwas  someth ing  w j th  the  V je tnamese .  Th i s  has  been  seve ra l  yea rs

ago .  And  she ! ; s  k i cked  a round ,  and  a  l awyer  f rom Mary land  had  go t ten  ho ld
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of  the  case,  and he  had a  spec ia l  b i l l  i n t roduced and l iV  never  d id

any th ing .  The poor  woman had a  ch i ld  tha t  was  an  Amer ican c i t j zen ,  and

the  lawyer  and a  senator  had in t roduced a  spec ia l  b i l l  to  ge t  her  in '

and i t  never went through. i  don' t  know why. And then she Went t0

Canada, dl ' ld then she ended up in El  Paso. And I  used to represent

Schoo l  o f  Language .  Tha t  was  ou t  o f  Wash ing ton .  And  Mr .

had a  schoo l  here  and he  had a  government  cont rac t  fo r  over  a  mi l l ion

do l la rs  to  teach our  so ld ie rs  how to  speak  V ie tnamese,  to  go  over  to

V ie tnam and ge t  k i l led ,  bas ica ' l ' l y .  That ' s  what  we were  do ' ing  here .  1 ,1e11 '

then, we had al l  these Vietnamese people come here.  And since I  represented

the  schoo l ,  why ,  any t ime they  go t  in  any  immigra t ions  prob lems,  o f  course '

I  lTook care of l  that .  f , le11, Vo got in some problems, and of  course,

she d jdn ' r  have any th ing ,  and was go ' ing  to  be  depor ted .  And Mr .

who was a t  tha t  t jme the  ex is t jng  judge (he 's  ou t  in  Los  Ange les  now'

very  f ine  man) ,  he  worked w i th  me on the  case.  And they  were  go ing  to

deport  her.  And in fact ,  he entered an order of  deportat ion and then gave

6"tr-  60 days to leave the country.  And by some miracle '  some lawyer

who had hand led  her  go t  her  a  number ,  and she was on  a  l ' i s t ,  and the

damn number came up r ight  about that  t ime, and she got to stay jn the

Unl ted  Sta tes .  Qther  than tha t ,  though,  she wou ld  have been depor ted .

Jus t  because you have an  Amer ican c i t i zen  ch i ld  does  no t  g ive  lou  the

r igh t  to  s tay  here .

t ^ lhy  do  peop le  l i ke  th is  come to  E l  Paso,  o f  a l1  p laces?

[^ le l l ,  these Vietnamese came because they were teaching; they were teaching

the  so ld ie rs  how to  speak  V ie tnamese a t  tha t  t ime.

How about Europeans?

Yeah,  we 've  had some Greeks  come jn ,  some Ch jnese come in  because they
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come in through l , ' l6xico.  I t 's  easier to get to M6xico,  then they come

to Judrez and then they try to get in.  I 've had them al l  the way from

San Franc jsco .  I  had  one  come in  tha t  had  a  m i l l i on  do l la r  bus jness ,

and she was from Hong Kong. There's a di f ference between Hong Kong and

l4a in land  Ch jna .  0n  a  Ma in land  Ch ' ina  guy ,  he  ge ts ' i n  r igh t  away .  Hong

Kong,  you can ' t  ge t  them in ,  because there 's  a  number  tha t . . .  l ^ le l l ,  we

have a  non-quota  type  th ' ingn  bu t  we s t i l l  have numbers ,  and i t ' s  f i l l ed

up .  You  jus t  can ' t  ge t ' i n .  L j ke  the  Mex ican  can ' t  ge t  i n  r igh t  now.  I f

a  person makes an  app l  i ca t jon  now to  ge t  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  i t  takes

h jm two  and  a  ha l f  years  be fo re  they '11  ca l l  h im.  Tha t ' s  p la in  o ld

government red tape.

Bureaucracy.

That 's  a l l  i t  i s .  I  can ' t  see  why.  Because I  know,  I  remember  the  day

when o ld  Joe Radford  was over  there ,  and I 'd  ca l l  h im.  " I  go t  th is

person  tha t  can  do  th is ,  th i s ,  and  th is . "  "Send  h im over . "  And  they 'd

g ive  h im the  papers  r igh t  away.  The reason ing  beh ' ind  j t ,  and  what

Echever r ia  has  done,  they  had a  meet ing  here ,  oh ,  th ree  or  four  years

ago when Echever r ja  f i rs t  go t  in  w i th  N ixon.  And they  don ' t  want  the

Mex icans  to  leave M6x ico .  And o f  course ,  we don ' t  want  them here ,  Vou

know.  So  tha t ' s  bas ica l l y  wha t  we ' re  do ing ,  tha t ' s  the  reason  tha t  we ' re

hav ing  th js  harassment .  I t ' s  no t  so  much tha t  they  don ' t  want  to  come,

i t ' s  tha t  Echever r ia  doesn ' t  want  them to  leave.  You know,  when you

leave M6x ico  C i ty ,  novv ,  you  have to  buy  a  round- t r jp  t i cke t .  He does

not  want  the  Mex jcan leav ing  the  count ry .  He 's  p robab ly  r igh t .  He

wants  to  keep the  Amer ican compan ' ies  ou t .  And he 's  p robab ly  r igh t  there ,

too .  Because he  wants  to  make M6x ico  se l f -su f f i c ien t .  He 's  c razy ,  bu t

he 's  r igh t  i n  a  lo t  o f  h j s  th jnk ing .
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So,  you wou ld  say  tha t  a  lo t  o f  the  harassment  tha t  goes  on  a ' long  the  U.S. -

l t ' lexican border on the part  of  the U.S. Border Patrol  and Immigrat ion

author i t ies ,  the  Mex ican government  i t se l f  k ind  o f  condones?

0h,  sure ,  sure ;  de f in i te ly .  That ' s  the  reason we don ' t  have the  s t ree tcars

anymore .  That  wasn ' t  a  s j tua t ion  tha t  Hervey  made Jdquez mad.  I t ' s

f rom M6x ico  C j ty .  See,  M6x ico  C j ty  doesn ' t  l j ke  Judrez .  They  ius t  don ' t

l i ke  them.  I t ' s  j us t  l j ke  E l  Paso  j s  no t  a  par t  o f  Texas .  You  go  to

East  Texas  and,  "What  the  he l l ' s  ou t  in  E l  Paso?"  They  never  heard  o f

us .  We don ' t  have any  po l  i t i ca l  we igh t  in  Aus t in .  l , le  do  now,  bu t  up

un t i l  f i ve  years  ago ,  we  d idn 'd  have  a  damn th ing .  Bu t  we 've  go t  i t  a l l

nowr  we ' re  jn  very  good shape,  po f i t i cs -w ise ;  in  fac t ,  be t te r  than any

other  c i ty ' in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  But ,  M6x ico  doesn ' t  l i ke  Judrez ,  so  what

they  d id  i s ,  they  cu t  o f f  the  t ranspor ta t ion ;  they  d idn ' t  want  tha t .

They  don ' t  want  i t  a t  a l l .  They  cu t  o f f  the  d jvorces .  You know,  the

Mex ican  d ivo rces  was  a  b i l l i on  do l la r  bus iness  to  th i s  a rea .  He l l ,  my

mother - jn - law was  in  the  bus iness ,  and  j t ' s  a  ve ry  luc ra t i ve  bus iness .

These people would come and spend money here in El  Paso and spend money

jn  Judrez .  But  because the  s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua wasn ' t  pay ing  somebody

of f  in  D.F .  / f r '6x ico  C i t i l ,  they  cu t  i t  o f f .  Echever r ia  and h is  rep lace-

ment  i s  no t  go ing  to  necons ider  i t  e i ther .  0 f  course ,  I  have to  back

up .  Even  i f  they  d id  rep lace  i t ,  i t  wou ldn ' t  be  as  luc ra t i ve  as  i t  was ,

because the  s ta te  o f  New YorK,  fo r  example ,  i s  lax  in  the i r  d ivorce

laws.  Everybody is ,  because i t ' s  a  t rend.  Texas  is  a  "no  fau l t "  s ta te

s ince  1972.  I t  doesn ' t  make any  d i f fe rence,  you can ge t  a  d ivorce .  But

i t ' s  jus t  tha t  these Mex icans  don ' t  know how to  do  any  bus iness  w i th

uSr  per iod .

Do you th ink  i t ' s  xenophob ia ,  they ' re  k jnd  o f  a f ra id  o f  fo re ' igners?
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No,  I  th ink  they  want  to  become se l , f -su f f i c ien t .  L ike  Genera l  Motors

has done. I  know the General  Motors factory pret ty wel l  because my

unc le  works  there .  M6x ico  doesn ' t  p roduce a  car .  Every th ing  they  send

down here ,  they  impor t  i t .  Vo lkswagen,  fo r  example ,  had a  b ' ig ,  huge

p lan t  r ' i gh t  ou ts ide  o f  M6x ico  C i ty - -huge p1ant .  They  make Vo lskwagens

down there .  And o f  course ,  Nader ,  in  one o f  h js  lawsu i ts ,  ou t lawed the

Mex ican Vo ' l kswagen f rom coming in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Our  Vo lkswagens are

not  made in  M6x ico ,  they ' re  made in  Canada.  Jus t  l i ke  /C i i rdenaV when

he expropr ia ted  the  o i l  i n  the '30s .  Echever r ia  i s  do ing  the  same th ing .

I  th ink  Echever r ia  wan ts  to  do  the  same th ing ,  and  I  th ink  he 's  r igh t .  I

mean l46x ' i co  i s  a  beaut i fu l  count ry .  I t ' s  go t  agr icu l tu re .  For  example ,

in  M6x jco ,  on  ca t t le :  M6x ico  g ives  ou t  so  many numbers ,  and so  the

ganaj!.ero has to go to lrl6xico Fif{ to get so many numbers so he can export

ca t t le .  About  two yeans  ago,  when we had th is  meat  shor tage,  and we weren ' t

go ing  to  have /any  meat7 ,  we l1 ,  M6x ico  cu t  j t  o f f .  And these guys

cou ldn ' t  / se l l  i t  to  us7 .  They  had the  beef .  And they  don ' t  want  to  se l l

' i t  to  the  Mex ican peop le .  They  make more  money up  here l  But ,  see ,  they ' re

s ta r t ing  to  cu t  back  fo r  tha t  reason:  "Le t ' s  keep our  ca t t le  here . "  You

know,  I  th jnk  tha t ' s  the  who le  th ing .  They ' re  t r y ing  to  na t iona l i ze  M6x ico ,

wh ich  i s  a  good  th ing .

Who are  the  top  th ree  or  four  Immigra t ion  lawyers  in  E l  Paso?

0h, I  guess George McAlmon would be one of  the best ones; | ' l le l i ington

Chew.  And o ther  than tha t ,  I  th ' ink  the  res t  o f  them are  h i t  and mjss .

But George does a very good job.

Those are  the  top  ones?

Yeah, I  would say;  yes.  Everet t  Moss does some. Mr.  l t loss was with the

Immigra t ion  Serv ice  fo r  30  years  and then he  re t i red ,  and he 's  a  lawyer .
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And he does some. But I  th ink George probab' ly does more than anybody r ight

now.

When did you become County Attorney, I r { r .  Rodr iguez?

Let 's  see .  In  1971 I  became County  A t to rney .  I  was  a  Mun ic ipa l  Cour t

judge ,  I  was  subs t i tu te  Mun jc ipa l  Cour t  j udge  under  the  Judson  Wj l l i ams

adm' in j s t ra t ion  in  1967 .  And  then  in  ' 69  I  ran ,  and  then  jn  L97 I  I  ran .

And  then  in  ' 71  I  a l so  go t  appo in ted  County  A t to rney ;  and  then  in '72

I  ran  and /go t  e lec tedT fo r  four  years .  And then th is  nex t  year  I  have

to  run  aga in .

Do you th ink ,  genera l l y  speak ing ,  the  Mex jcan Amer ican communi ty  suppor ts

you in  these e lec t ions?

Genera l l y  speak ing ,  yes ;  genera l l y  speak ' ing ,  yes .  I ' ve  been  a t  i t  a  long

t jme,  and  I  dabb le ;  I  th jnk  o f  myse l f  as  a  p ro fess iona l  po l i t i c ian  because

I 'm not  tha t  good o f  a  lawyer .  But  the  prob lem wi th  Mex icans  is  tha t

money is  no t  read i ' l y  ava i lab le  to  them.  I ' ve  never  had tha t  p rob lem.

I  don ' t  know why;  p robab ly  my dad.  You know,  i f  I  rea l l y  ge t  down to

i t ,  I ' ve  never  had a  lo t  o f  p rob lems because o f  my dad,  and I  unders tand

tha t .  I  mean,  I ' ve  been very  fo r tunate .  But  when a  Mex jcan dec ides  to

run  fo r  o f f j ce ,  he l l ,  he 's  go t  an  uph i11  ba t t le ,  and  he  shou ldn ' t ,  because

he 's  go t  64  percent  o f  the  vo tes l  Except  Mex icans  arevery  iea lous  w i th ' in

themse lves .  You take  the  more  a f f luen t  Mex ican,  when he  makes a  l j t t le

money (and we 've  go t  p ' len ty  o f  them here) ,  he l l ,  they  become conserva t jve .

They  fo rge t .  Jus t  l i ke  any  o ther  race ,  bu t  we ' re  jus t  ta l k ing  abou t

Mex icans  6o{ .  They  fo rge t ,  and they  don ' t  ra l l y  a round a  Mex jcan,  o r

we wou ldn ' t  have any  Ang los  /Tn  o f f i c i / .  Every  Mex ican jn  E l  Paso shou ld

f j l l  a  spot .  And what  do  we have? Very  few.  We 've  made in roads  1a te1y .

I  was  the  f i rs t  Mex ican l t lun jc ipa l  Cour t  judge.  There 's  no  need fo r
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that ,  tha t ' s  wrong.  I  mean,  i t  shou ldn ' t  have been.  In  the  o ld  days  we

had Mexican county judges. My dad was the f i rst  County Court  at  Law judge,

the f i rst  Mexican Distr ict  judge. And you know, we were in the '60s,  and

we d idn ' t  have i t .  Why? Because the  Mex icans  don ' t  suppor t  the i r  own;

never  have.  You ge t  a  fac t ion .  For  example ,  i t ' s  obv iousr  /ou 've  go t  a

Pau l  Moreno here  tha t ' s  go t  h is  g roup,  and you 've  go t  a  Ta t i  Sant ies teban

over here.  They don' t  see eye to eye. And they're comp' letely di f ferent.

And yet,  we ought not to be that way. Cal l  whatever you want Tat i 's

g roup ,  I ' d  ca l l  i t  conserva t i ve ,  VS.  a  l i be ra l .  And  we have  tha t .  We

have i t  in the Democrat ic Party.  That 's why the party 's in such bad

shape today. But a Mexican has a hard t ime rais ing money, one; and

number  two,  t ry ing  to  ge t  a  so l id  suppor t .  Never  has  had i t .  I t ' s

jus t  there .  I  don ' t  know why,  e i ther .

You ment ioned two prominent  Mex ican Amer ican leg is la to rs ,  s ta te  leg is ' la to rs .

l , lould you care to say which of  those groups you wou' ld al ly yoursel f  wi th?

We11,  I  work  w i th  a l l  o f  them.  The  s imp le  reason  i s  tha t ,  i n  the  leg is la tu re ,

for  example,  you got Paul ,  who was with the "Dir ty Thir ty.  "  And then you

go t  Ta t i ,  who 's  a . . . ca l l  h im a  "T io  Taco , r r  wh ich  you  shou ld ;  I  mean,  i f

we ' re  ta lk ing  about  co ' l ' l oqu ia l i sms,  tha t ' s  what  happened.  But  Ta t i  has

been more ef fect ive.  And Paul ,  maybe moral ly r ight  or  whatever he's done,

has  no t  been e f fec t i ve .  In  o ther  words ,  he  doesn ' t  have any  leg is la t ion .

He 's  rea l l y  no t  do ing  us  any  good down there  because o f  h is  s tands .  And

Tat i  has  whee led  and dea led  and [has ]  done us  a  lo t  o f  good.  He 's  very

we l l  thought  o f  in  Aus t in ,  p robab ly  more  we ' I1  thought  o f  than here  in  E l

Paso.  I  th ink  he 's  p robab ' l y  the  s t ronges t  Mex ican po l i t i c ian  in  E l  Paso

r igh t  now.  I  don ' t  th ink  he  can be  beat .  But  see ,  we don ' t  work  together .

For  example ,  ohr  lou  go t  A l i c ia  Chacon tha t  d id  a  beaut i fu l  job ,  go t
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in of f ice to beat my compadre, Raymond Tel les.  E]  Paso's had too much

Te l les  and they ' re  t i red  o f  them.  That 's  a  per fec t  examp' le .  Not  a l l  the

Mex icans  l i ke  R ich ie  Te l les  r igh t  now,  fo r  example .  Your  young Mex icans

hate  R ich ie  Te l les .  tsu t  ye t ,  he 's  done a  lo t  fo r  them.  I f  i t  had  no t

been for him or his brother,  we wouldn' t  be in the posi t ion we are today.

Maybe his t ime's come for an end, you know, because t imes do change. But

we have d issent ion  w i th in  our  own e thn ic  g roup.  You know,  one par ty  goes

this way, the other party goes that way. I  recal l ,  we had a meet ing before

Tat i  and Paul  ran against  each other.  We were in Juarez.  Dr.  Gardea,

Hector ,  the  Pet ry 's . . .  0h ,  he l l ,  we had a  bunch o f  peop le  over  there

to  t ry  to  p ick  a  lo t ;  you  know,  who 's  go ing  to  run .  Why run  Pau l  and Tat i

aga ins t  each o ther?  Andn o f  course ,  we go t  in  a  hor r ib le  damn f igh t ,  and

everybody stormed out and everybody got mad at everybody, and there we

went.  And everybody went di f ferent ways, and we didn' t  uni te behind fone

of  them] .  We never  have un i ted  beh ind  anybody- -never  have.  Wel1 ,  the  on ly

t ime we ever uni ted behind anybody was Raynond Tel les,  and [he] became the

f i rst  Mexican mayor.

Would you say that Tat i  Sant iesteban is one of  the top two or three Mexican

American pol  i t ic ians in the state of  Texas?

0h,  no .  I ' l l  te i l  you ,  you  can ' t  rank  h im tha t  way  because you go t  Roy

Barera  in  San Anton io ,  who 's  very  we l l  thought  o f  th roughout  the  s ta te .  He

was Secretary of  State at  one t ime with John Cona11y. Now he's a conservat ive

Mex ican  po l i t i c ian .  He 's  an  exce l len t  po l i t i c ian .  0 f  course ,  Car r i l l o  and

those guys  are  go ing  down the  tubes  now,  bu t  they  were  exce l ien t  po l i t i cans .

Ta t i  hasn ' t  go t  up  to  tha t  a rea  ye t .  He 's  no t . . . s ta tew ide ,  I  don ' t  th ink .

I  mean,  he  can ge t  tdd ie  Marquez  appo in ted  D is t r i c t  Cour t  judge,  [bu t ]  tha t ' s

because Br iscoe wanted  i t .  Bu t ,  dS fa r  as  s ta tewide ,  I  don ' t  th ink  he
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can ge t  tha t  much done.  He is  we l l  thought  o f ,  though.

Do you think he has any prospects of  becoming one of  the most promipent?

You know, Tat i  years ago said that ,  and wanted to run statewide. I  th ink

tha t  he 's  los t . . .  I  th ink  tha t  the  g lo ry  has  now passed  and  I  don ' t  th ink

tha t  he  [cou ld  w in  s ta tewide ] .  That ' s  my persona l  op in ion .  I  don ' t  th ink

so ,  I  don ' t  th ink  so  a t  a l l .  He  works  rea l  ha rd  a t  wha t  he 's  do ing  here ,

bu t  he  doesn ' t  work  tha t  ha rd  a t . . .  When you  ta lk  abou t  a  po l i t i c ian

in  d i f fe ren t  camps,  Vou ' re  keep ing  abreas t  o f  what

you ' re  do ing  in  Wash ing ton ,  no t  on ' l y  Texas ;  bu t  you ' re  look ing  a t  every -

th ' ing  as  a  who le .

The  B ig  P ic tu re .

The B ig  P ic tu re  i s  the  most  impor tan t  th ing .  Th is  i s  what  we ought  to  look

a t ,  and  no  one 's  do ing  tha t .  I  th ink  I  d id  a  p re t t y  good  job  o f  i t .  I 'm

very c lose fr iends with Lloyd Bentsen. His press secretary lvas my campaign

manager.
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Jack DeVore?

Yeah. He got me elected every

I  went  to  UTEP wi th  h im.

D id  you? Jack 's  a  super  guy .

No,  I  do  no t .

He 's  mar r ied  to  a  Mex ican g i r l

I  d idn ' t  know tha t .

t ime ,  and  I 'm  very  c lose  to  h im.

You know h is  w i fe?

0h ,  yeah l  He 's  a  beau t i fu l  guy .  A ida  d idn ' t  l i ke  Wash ing ton  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t

the  k ids  d id .  And  I  don ' t  know i f  Jack  w i l l  t e1 ' l  you  th is ,  bu t  th i s  i s

the true story.  The kids were at  Coronado [High Schoo]] ,  you know, where

there 's  no t  very  many Mex icans .  And they  were  jus t  run  o f  the  mi l l  k ids .

l^ Ie l l ,  they went to Washington, and one of  the k ids became president of
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the c lass  or  someth ing .  In  o ther  words ,  he  k ind  o f  b lossomed outn  and i t

d id  the  k ids  some good .  A ida  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t  a t  a l i  a t  f i r s t  because ,  we l ] ,

she  d idn ' t  know anybody.  And there  was no  Mex ican food. . .

Tel l  me, has Jack ever made any comments about the k ids suddenly being seen

as exot ics or something because they were part  Mexican?

No, he never has. Except that  they were very wel l  accepted in Washington,

be t te r  there  [ than here ] .  Wel l ,  he  ac tua ] ly  doesnr t  l i ve  in  the  c i ty ,

he  l i ves  in  Mary land,  wh ich  is  r igh t  there .

S i l  ver  Spr ing?

I  guess  so .

Mr.  Rodrfguez, am I  correct  in assuming that you prosecuie misdemeanors in

E l  Paso?

Yes .

In your prosecut ion of  misdemeanors,  have you ever not iced a preponderance of

defendants f rom one ethnic group over another?

Yeah.

Cou ld  you e labora te?

Ivlexicans, for  examp' le-- I  never could f igure i t  out .  And I  te l l  you this

jok ing ly ,  and i t ' s  very  t rue .  You take  the  Canut i l lo  a rea .  Maybe i t ' s

t rue  because there 's  no th jng  bu t  Mex icans  up  there ,  bu t  the  DPS wi l l  a r res t

al l  l t4exicans. Every Saturday i t 's  the same damn thing out of  the same

bar .  I  take  the  pos i t i on ,  and  I  do  d ismiss  a  lo t  o f  them.  I  j us t  won ' t

take  them.  Maybe I 'm do ing  wrong,  maybe I 'm do ing  r igh t .  I  don ' t  know.

But I  take i t  upon mysel f  that  I  t ry to double-check any t ime I  see something

l ike that .  We had an of f icer by the name of Hammer for  a whi le that  was

p ick ing  on  iong-ha i red  young k ids  in  the  Dyer  S t ree t  a rea  fo r  po t .  And

I took i t  upon mysel f  that  I  wouldn' t  accept those cases. I  accept every
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case that comes in my of f ice,  because I  th ink I 'm more wel l  aware than

these young kids.  I  know the of f icers,  I 've worked with them many, many

years ;  I ' ve  seen them grow up.  And I  can  look  a t  a  case and I  can  te l l

you  somet imes- -and we do  do  i t - -we don ' t  l i ke  th is  o f f i cer  and consequent ly

we won ' t  take  the  case.

You don ' t  t rus t  h is  judgement .

No t  a t  a l l .  There 's  some,  and  I ' ve  to ld  tha t  to  a  lo t  o f  peop le ,  i t ' s  a

s i tua t ion  tha t  tha t ' s  the  checks  and ba lances  tha t  we ' re  so  famous fo r ,  and

tha t ' s  where  i t  comes in to  p ' lay .  Yes ,  i t  has  occur red ,  i t  has  occur red .

General ly speaking, Mr.  Rodrfguez, do you feel  that  there has been equa' l

just ice for  l t lexican Americans in El  Paso within the last  l0 years?

0h,  w i th in  the  las t  l0  years r  J l€S.

How about  p r io r  to  tha t?

Pr io r  to  tha t ,  o f  course ,  they  were  raped.  He11,  they  were . . .  Homib le  j

You know,  years  ago I  t r ied  a  I  i t t le  k id  (and I  don ' t  remember  h is  name) ,

and he had two fmari juana] c igaret tes and he got two years to serve in

the  pen i ten t ia ry .  So,  tha t  was  about  10  years  ago.

E:  Th is  was a  Mex ican Amer ican?

R:  Yeah ,  he 's  f rom Ys le ta .

E :  How o ld  was he?

R:  A  young k id .  You know,  nowadays  i t ' s  a  misdemeanor ;  and I  thought  i t  was

very unjust  [ then].  I t  rea11y hurt  me. But then I  th ink now we get pret ty

good jus t i ce .  I  donr t  th ink  we ' re  ge t t ing  the  raw end o f  the  dea l .  l ^ Ie

used to - -don ' t  th ink  we d idn ' t .  In  fac t ,  I  was  par t  o f  i t .  The o ld  d runks

tha t  used to  come in  in  '67 ,  fo r  example ,  when I  was  s i t t ing  on  the  bench

pr io r  to  the  t ime the  Shor t  Case came outo  why,  he l l ,  I  pu t  peop le  in  ja i l ,

I ' d  v io la te  the i r  c iv i l  r igh ts  a '11  day  long.  I  d id  tha t i  And I  pu t  them
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in ja i l  wi th no author i ty,  and they stayed in ia i l  30 days--which was wrong.

I ' ve  changed  a  lo t  s ince  then .

I ' d  l i ke  to  move  in to  the  f ina l  phase  o f  th i s  in te rv iew.  I ' d  l i ke  to  ask

you some ques t ions  re la t ing  to  the  B icentenn ia l .  You rea l i ze ,  o f  course ,

that next year marks the 200th anniversary of  the bir th of  th is nat ion.  I

wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  you,  as  a  l4ex ican Amer ican i i v ing  in  E l  Paso in  1975,

what are your thoughts about the founding fathers of  th is country? Do you

relate to them, do you ident i fy wi th them in any way?

I  th ink  I  do .  You know,  i t ' s  an  amaz ing  th ing  tha t  we had so  many grea t

men at  one t ime; and then, of  course, the for tune or the misfortune of  Thomas

Paine coming to the United States.  You know, Paine probabiy is the most

unsung hero ' in  the  wor ld .  Here 's  a  man tha t  came f rom [ the ]  cas te  sys tem in

England, and he came and he was a very poor man. Except by some quirk of

fate somebody taught him something in England, because they l iked him. He

was crazy;  I  mean, there's no doubt about Thomas Paine. And here he comes,

and he  goes  to  Va11ey Forge.  And he  wr i tes  h is  "Common Sense, "  wh ich  [ i s ]

the more famous one; but I  mean, he wrote a few art ic les because he met a

guy  tha t  knew Ben Frank l in  had the  press  in  Ph i lade lph ia .  So he  go t  i t

pub l i shed.  l l l e ' re  ta lk ing  about  Va ' l ley  Forge,  when we ' re  down,  and there 's

an  Eng l ishman tha t ' s  about  ha l f  nu ts  tha t  doesn ' t  ever  take  any  money- -never

did the United States government ever.  pay Thomas Paine any money--and he

wri tes an art ic le,  i t  catches fever,  and from then forward this man had

great impact on us.  He had great impact on Thomas Jefferson, a ' l though

Jef fe rson c la ims he  d idn ' t .

Tom Paine is one of  your heroes, then?

I  l i ke  h im a  lo t ,  I  th ink  he 's  a  good man.  I  th ink  another  g rea t  man tha t

we over look and we kind of  just  k icked the shi t  out  of  is  Aaron Burr .
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You know, Aaron Bum was a great man and we have glor i f ied Alexander

Hami l ton .  Hami j ton  was a l l  r igh t ,  he  was a  pompous man tha t  was  jus t  an

oppor tun is t .  And i f  Buru  had no t  k i l led  Hami l ton ,  we probab iy  wou ldn ' t

have the great nat ion we have today, because Hamil ton wanted to be king.

I  re la te  to  [Bur r ]  because. . .  I  th ink  th is  i s  the  bes t  example  I  can  g i r re

you:  Po l i t i cs  a re  a l l  the  same.  That ' s  why  I  say  I  can  re la te  to  h im.

When Bum was gett ing t r ied by John Marshal l  (who was kin to Thomas Jefferson;

they hated each other f rom the beginning and they were cousins),  John Marshal l

threw a party for  Aaron Bum. Now, th is is the judge throwing a party for

a  de fendant l  Now,  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  consp i racy- -one o f  the  b igges t

tr ia ls we ever had. And Jefferson at  that  t ime was president,  and Jefferson

manufactured the damn thing against  Burr ,  f rom what I  can see; I  th ink,

anyway. And Jefferson know he was beat, and he rode down there for the

t r ia ls .  I t ' s  the  same type th ing  tha t  we see w i th  N ixon and h is  Waterga te-

type th ing .  we had the  same [ i l r ing  then] .  we 've  a iways  had i t .  That ' s

what makes this country great.  But everybody is now gett ing upset and

say ing  tha t  we ' re  a l l  c rooks ,  when i t  a in ' t  never  been any  d i f fe ren t .

A ' lexander  Hami l ton  s to le  thousands o f  do l la rs  f rom us ,  and they  knew i t .

Wash ing ton  rewarded h imse l f  w i th  a l l  the  f ine  lands .  That ' s  why  he  became

so wealthy.  The only guy that died poor was Jefferson. He was probably

the smartest ,  too.

Do you read qui te a bi t  of  American history these days?

Yeah,  I  l i ke  to .

How about Mexican history? Do you read much?

Never .  I '1 . I  te ] ]  you ,  the  on ly  th ing  tha t  I  have read on  Mex ican h is to ry  i s

Jun{pero Serra,  in that  area.

The Span ish  border lands .

28

E:

R:

E :

R:



RODRIGUEZ

Yeah.  That ' s  bas ica l l y  what  I  have gone in to .  I  know a  j i t t le  b i t  about

i t .  I  never  rea l i y  found a  rea l  in te res t ing  charac ter .  I  know a  l i t t le

b i t  about  Pancho V i ' l1a ,  bu t  he  doesn ' t  in te res t  me.

I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you,  jus t  b r ie f ' l y ,  what  do  you th ink  o f  the  Const i tu t ion

of the Uni ted States?

I t rs  go t  to  be  the  grea tes t  work  we ever  had.  And i f  we d idn ' t  have i t ,

we 'd  be  in  a  lo t  o f  t roub le .  And the  most  amaz ing  th ing  is  tha t  we 've  had

judges that have been able to protect  th is beaut i fu l  document-- l ike f reedom

of the press.  These 10 f i rst  amendments were great,  and then the ones

we've had since then are great.

I f  someone were to ask you about your patr iot ism toward the United States

o f  Amer ica ,  what  wou ld  your  answer  be? Do you cons ider  yourse l f  pa t r io t i c?

0h,  yes ;  de f in i te ly .  Never  was in  the  Serv ice ,  e i ther .  You know,  tha t  used

to be the standard:  I f  you were in the Service,  you were a patr iot .  I

d idn ' t  go  ' cause I  was  4F.  But ,  Ves ,  I  th ink  I  am.  And as  a  mat te r  o f

fact ,  I  won' t  even spend any money [ in Europe].  The only reason I  do go

to Mexico is because I  have fami ly,  but  I  wi l l  not  spend any money to go

to Europe. Not that I have the money, but my wife has wanted to go and

I . . .we w i l l  no t  go ,  because we ought  to  t rave l  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

Europeans  don ' t ' l i ke  us .

Do you have any chi ' ldren, Mr.  Rodrfguez?

Two l i t t l e  g i r1s ,  one  l0  and  one  four .

Do they  speak  Span ish?

Yes.  My l i t t1e  g i r ' l  [ can ]  in te rchange.  L ibby ,  who is  10 ,  i s  ge t t ing  away

f rom i t ,  and in  a l l  p robab i l i t y  someth ing  a t  Mes i ta  Schoo l  occur red .

Bu t  i f  you  magn i fy  the  th ing ,  then  I  th ink  i t ' l l  hu r t  the  ch i ld .  Now,

ny  l i t t1e  g i r ' l  Georg ina  w i l l  s ing  songs  in  Span ish  and she in te rchanges
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very lve' |1,  and much better than Libby.

Do you ac tua l l y  fos te r  th is  b i l ingua ' l i sm/b icu l tu ra l i sm?

0h, sure;  def in i te ly.  Yes, def in i te ' ly .  I  am sorry that  when I  was a youngster

I  d idn ' t  speak  as  much Span ish  as  I  do  now.

Mr.  Rodrfguez, th is has been a very informat ive,  very enjoyable interview,

and I  want to thank you very much.

Thank you.
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