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[ In te rv tew wi th  George Rodr {guez ,  J r . ,  by  John C.  Tuer  on  Apr i l  8 ,  1976.  C]ass

pro iec t  fo r  H is to ry  3390,  The U.S. -M6x ico  Border  S ince  
. |848,  

a t  U .T .  E l  Paso. ]

The next gent leman that I  wi l l  be interviewing (also in reference to the

U.S. -Mex ico  border  and in  par t i cu la r  the  tw in -c i ty  complex  on  the  border )

is George Rodr{guez, Jr . ,  the County Attorney for the County of  El  paso.

George has been working in the County Attorney's of f ice for  qui te some

t ime, and he is now the head man here.  He has a weal th of  informat ion,

so rather than me taking up al l  the t ime, I  wi l l  ask Mr.  Rodr/guez to

g ive  usa l i r t le  in fo rmat ion  on  h is  background as  to  h is  fami ly ,  where

he was born,  and br ing us up to date to his present posi t ' ion as county

Attorney.

I  was  born  here  in  E l  Paso.  My fa ther  was born  in  Wash ing ton ,  D.C. ;

my mother was born in Torredn, M6xico.  My father is a lawyer.  My grand-

father was attachd from lt ldxico to the United States and that is why my

fa ther  was born  in  Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  A f te r  leav ing  D.C. ,  my grandparents

went to San Francisco. Later [ they]  wound up here in El  Paso because

my father was an asthematic,  and in those days, people came to El  Paso

and the Southwest for  the c l imate" My grandfather was a Federal  Distr ict

Cour t  Judge in  M6x ico  and Judrez ,  s ta te  o f  Ch ihuahua.  My fa ther  has

been a pract ic ing at torney in th is coummunity for  some forty years.  He

has been County Court  at  Law Judge; he is now the Distr ict  Court  Judge

for the l68th Distr ict  Court .  He was Distr ict  At torney. l4y dad was

a lso  Ass is tan t  C i ty  A t to rney .  I  went  to  schoo l  in  E l  Paso,  Aus t in  H igh

School .  I  went to the Universi ty of  Texas at  El  Paso; I  went to the

Universi ty of  Houston Law School ,  [and] graduated from the South Texas

Col lege o f  Law' in  Houston .  I  have been prac t ic ing  fo r  e leven years .

I  a lso sat  on the bench as l4unic ipa' l  Court  Judge for some f ive years.
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I  was  appo in ted  to  the  County  A t to rney 's  pos i t ion  in  
, |971,  

was  e lec ted

in  1972,  was unopposed in  1976,  and w i l l  be  in  th ' i s  pos i t ion ,  God w ' i l l ' i ng ,

unt i  I  t  980.

Great. As present County Attorney, George, and as a former Municipa'l

Cour t  Judge (and be ' ing  in  the  lega l  p ro fess ion  a l l  these years ) ,  you

have, I  am sure,  come in contact  wi th a number of  undesirable as wel l

as desirable elements--  I  am referr ing to the people f rom across the

border.  I  am sure that you get a lot  of  these misdemeanor cases brought

to your at tent ion.  In the years that  you have been in th is type of  busi-

ness, has there been an increase in misdemeanors f rom the al iens,  both

legal  and i l legal? What seems to be the trend here in El  Paso toward

the increase in cr ime, as far  as your of f ice is concerned?

John,  le t  me say  th is :  I  don ' t  be l ieve  there  is  an  inc rease as  fa r  as

a l iens  do ing ,  le t ' s  say ,  misdemeanor  cases ,  o r  more  coming in to  the

United States.  Cr ime is on the r ise in the Uni ted States for  a number

of reasons. Number one, we have more of  a populat ion.  Number two, we

are  in  what  they  ca l l  an  in f la t ion ,  and then a lso  a  depress ion  or  re -

cess ion ,  a ' |1  together .  I f  you  look  back  in to  h js to ry ,  in  the  
. l930 's

the increase ' in cr ime went up tremendously.  That 's because people are

hungry;  that 's when people are out of  work,  and they just  get  into more

mischief .  The reason there is more focus now on the r ise of  cr ime is

because there are just  more people in the Uni ted States,  more people

in  th is  commun ' i t y .  Judrez ,  s ince  the  1930 's ,  has  t r ip led  and so  has

El Paso; we are just  a bigger c i ty.  As far  as misdemeanor cases, I

don ' t  th ink  i t  has  inc reased;  I  th ink  i t  i s  in  jus t  the  same propor t ion

tha t  i t  was ,  sdy  l0  years  ago ;  i t ' s  j us t  tha t  c r ime i s  on  the  r i se .  Yes ,

R:
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we do have a s i tuat ion here where we have al iens that do get amested

for mfsdemeanor cases; they are not the greater major i ty of  our cases.

In  the  Juven i le  f ie ld ,  tha t  has  inc reased in  the  g lue  sn i f f ing .  And

of  course ,  in  South  E l  Paso we have a  s i tua t ion  where  a l iens  rob ,  s tea l ,

and do a lot  of  mischief ,  and they run back across the border.  That

probab ly  i s  on  the  inc rease,and tha t  i s  because o f  the  s i tua t ion  tha t

peop ie  a re . ius t  look ing  fo r  p laces  to  ea t  [and]  s leep.  That ' s  wny  you

have your mischief  cr imes and thefts.  But as a whole,  I  do not bel ieve

cr ime has increased. We do have more of  the al ien cr imes here because

of the border,  but  they are so interrelated that I  just  cannot say

they have increased.

Okay,  I ' ve  go t  two more  ques t fons ,  George.  Th is  o re is  on  the  rnac ia l

issue. Liv ing here as you have for these many years and being in the

un ique s i tua t ion  tha t  E l  Paso and Judrez  are- -be ing  by  fa r  the  la rges t

tw in  c i t ies  on  the  border - -do  you th ink  the  rac ia l  j ssue here  (and I

am speak ing ,  o f  course ,  o f  the  Mex ican Amer ican,  Ang lo ,  and the  B lack)

has been something to be concerned about? Do you think i t  is  far  less

in proport ion to other border c i t ies or even other c i t ies throughout

the United States? How do you think our racial  issue is? Are we coex-

istent or is there much tension between the ethnic groups here?

John, I  persona' l1y bel ieve that we rare far  ahead of  a l l  the major c i t ies

in the Unjted States,  as far  as the ethnic groups are concerned. When

you ta lk  about  the  Mex icans  and the  Ang los  here  in  E l  Paso,  I  don ' t

th ink  tha t  we 've  rea l l y  had tha t  many prob lems l i ke  o ther  par ts  o f  the

country.  But for  me to say that we've never had any problems, of  course,

I 'd  be  1y ing .  Yes ,  we have had some prob ' lems,  bu t  I  th ink  tha t  they

R:
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were  i roned  ou t  in  the '30s .  In  the '40s  we took  g rea t  s teps  as  fa r  as

a minor i ty group coming up. Then just  looking at  what we have (such

as  e lec ted  o f f i c ia ls  and the  success  o f  the  bus iness  men here  on  the

border ) ,  I  th ink  tha t  we are  fa r  ahead o f  the  en t i re  un i ted  Sta tes ;

and we don' t  have that many problems now. We always have some isolated

cases where we do have some problems in the ethnic groups, but they are

so ins ign i f i can t  tha t  I  don ' t  th ink  they  rea l l y  have tha t  much bear ing .

Okay,  George one las t  ques t ion ;  th is  i s  qu i te  an ' impor tan t  ques t ion ,

espec ia l l y  today .  Th is  i s  in  regards  to  the  Ch icano Movement .  I  wou ld

l ike for  you to give me your personal  opinions and bel iefs toward the

movement i tsel f .  Has i t  helped the l r , lexican American or has i t  hurt

them po l i t i ca l l y ,  l ega l l y ,  and  soc ia l l y?  In  a  few words ,  can  you  te l l

us how you feel about the Chi cano Movement?

The Ch icano Movement ,  I  th ink ,  has  a l ready  peaked i t se l f ;  i t ' s  on  the

downt rend.  I f  you  had to  make a  sca le ,  I  th ink  you wou ld  f ind  tha t

i t  peaked about f ive years ago. At that  t ime, you had corky Gonzales

out  o f  Denver ,  you  had the  so  ca l led  rad ica ls ,  and you had the  grea t

gent leman from cal i fornia,  cdsar chtvez. They have al l  peaked, and

I th ink they have accomp)ished what they wanted to accompl ish.  They

took great stepso and I  th ink they did a very f ine job.  whether [or

not]  I  agree on how they did their  movement,  I 've never real ly examined

mysel f  on that,  because i t  came so fast  here in El  paso. I t  was a

very . . . I  th ink  i t  l as ted  p robab ly  a  year  and  a  ha l f ,  and  tha t ' s  a l l  i t

d id  las t  here .  I  th ink  i t  he lped to  some ex ten t ;  I  th ink  i t  hur t  a

l i t t le bi t  too.  I  th ' ink that  when you look at  any of  these type lof ]

th ings,  when you have a movement,  everything helps,  but  then you also
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have some hurt .  Anyt ime you do have change, why, i t 's  probably for  the

good; but then on the way [ to]  the change, you do hurt  some indiv iduals.

The Chicano Movement was good for the community;  i t  d id a lot  for  the

commun' i ty,  but  i t  a lso hurt  the community in some areas. I  was involved

in some cases where we had some r iots and everything; we had to arrest

some peop' le.  Those are the unfortunate incidents,  and that does occur.

And because of  those arrests,  you had some people that  said,  "These

are  no th ing  bu t  hoo l igans  or  rad ica ls  tha t  don ' t  know what  they  are

doing,"  and this is where i t  real ]y hurts.  Overal ' l  the Chicano Movement

has  he lped,  bu t  i t ' s  on  the  downfa l l .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  necessary  any-

more. I t  has accomp' l ished great steps because of  your EEOC and your

implementat ion of  scholarships to Mexicans who are poor--now they have

the opportuni ty to go to school--so the avenues are al ' l  open. Around

here ,  I  th ink  i t  i s  bas ica ' l1y  a  dead movement .

George, do you think that  here there may have been an at tempt on the

par t  o f  the  youth  fo r  se l f  recogn i t ion  and leadersh ip?  [ I t ]  seems to  me

that most of  these movements are ei ther backed or control led by the youth.

l4ost  of  the act ive ones or rest less ones are the youth.  In the back

of my mind, i t  seems that what the youth are t ry ing to do is get recog-

n i t ion  th rough the  Ch icano l4ovement  i t se l f ,  par t i cu la r ly  here  in  our

own ci ty,  in the barr io.  In the Segundo Barr io,  we have hundreds of

teenagers down there that have potent ia l  but  no leadership.  What do

you think about th is? Maybe this ' is  an at tempt on their  part  to t ry

and ge t  recogn i t ion  and ga in  some leadersh ip .

John,  I  th ink  i t  i s  t rue  w i th  most  o f  these young k ids .  What  happens

is ,  i t ' s  jus t  a  per fec t  t ' ime jn  the i r  l i ves  [whereJ  they  can do  someth ing

T:
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and ge t  a  l i t t le  recogn i t ion ,  ge t  someth ing  they  never  d id  have.  I f

I  wou ld  have had the  oppor tun i ty  in  my young l i fe - -we d idn ' t  have

any movements-- I  probably would have been one of  the marchers.  They

are not marching so much for a cause, I  th ink,  but  rather [because]

i t ' s  a  lo t  o f fun to  march ;  tha t ' s  what  they  do .  I t  i s  a  youth  movement .

i f  you  can reca l l ,  in  the  las t  f i ve  years ,  a l l  the  peop le  tha t  were  in

the movement are now back into hiding and their  normal l i fe is going

on;  and they  are  no t  as  rad ica l ,  i f  tha t  i s  what  you want  to  ca l l  them,

as  they  were .  I t ' s  jus t  you th ,  i t ' s  a  lo t  o f  fun ,  and they  do  i t  fo r

lack  o f  someth ing  be t te r  to  do .  They  don ' t  have any  jobs ,  and i t  i s

jus t  fun .

T :  Th is  i s  the  las t  ques t ion ,  George.  Be ing  tha t  E l  Paso and Judrez  are

s ' i tua ted  as  they  are ' in  th is  un ique fTocat ion ] r -  how do you th ink

the economies of  the twin c i t ies here,  part icular ly El  Paso, compare

with the rest  of  the country,  and why?

R: l^ le l ln I  th ink our economy is very good. 0f  course, our unemployment

is  a lways  h igh ;  i t  has  a lways  been the  h ighes t .  Th is  i s  no th ing  new.

I t  has noth' ing to do with the recession. Our economy is good. The

pr ime example  is  downtown.  E l  Paso is  one o f  the  la rges t  c i t ies ,  we

are the f i f th largest in the state of  Texas, and the downtown area is

So economy-wise, we get

from us.

o f  the  ques t ions  tha t  I

a  lo t  nnre  ou t

no t  dead.  [ t t ]  you  go  to  Houston ,  Aus t in ,  Da l las ,  San Anton io ,  Lyou

wi l l  f ind  tha t l  t f re i r  downtown

al i  ve because of  the s i  tuat ' ion

the people coming to buy here.

of  M6xico than M6xico receives

Thank you,  George.  That  i s  a l l

areas are complete ' ly  dead. 0urs is

of  Mdxico being si tuated next door and

T: have on  th is .
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The main points of  interest  that  you have expressed wene what I  was look-

ing  fo r .  For  anyone tha t  i s  l i s ten ing  to  th is  record ing ,  th is  i s  no t

a  p rep lanned in te rv iew.  In  fac t ,  I  d idn ' t  even te l l  George what  we

were going to ta lk about.  I  wanted i t  to be "of f  the cuf f"  and instan-

taneous responses [which]  is what we need and would be most val id in

a  case l i ke  th is .  These record ings ,  o f  course ,  w i ' l l  go  on  f i le  a t  the

Universi ty in the 0ral  History Department for  future references to any-

one check ing  on  the  border  s i tua t ion .  George,  thanks  a  lo t .  I  am

very gratefull to you for taking your time, because I know how busy you

are.  Even the few minutes [ t t rat ]  we got on this tape are very valuable.

l , le do appreciate i t .  Now you know you are recorded for poster i ty.

Thank you.R:


	Interview no. 217.2
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1249657538.pdf.1I8xD

