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Biography or Historical Sketch 
 
Jose Antonio Parra was born in 1948, and was a lifelong resident of the Lower Valley-
area of El Paso. He was a fourth-generation Native Texan, and took pride in the fact 
that he resided in his family’s 250-year-old adobe home. After receiving a Bachelor’s 
degree in Radio/Television Broadcasting from California State University - Los Angeles 
and a Master’s degree in Education from New Mexico State University, Parra worked in 
in broadcast journalism, education, and corporate relations. During his career, he 
produced over 1,000 local and national educational television productions. Parra also 
spent several years as an education administrator, where he developed a successful 
model for community education. He served in the 73rd Texas Legislature from January 
1993 to January 1995 as a member of the Democratic Party before switching to the 
Republican Party in June 1994. Parra only served one two-year term, passing away in 
May 1995 just months after leaving office.  
 
Series Description or Arrangement 
 
The papers are organized into one series: Political papers. This series contains records 
created or received by Antonio Parra or his office during his time as a state legislator. 
The papers consist of 10 boxes, each containing various subject files that are primarily 
in alphabetical order. The collection was left in original order (alphabetical).   
 
Scope and Content Notes 
 
The Antonio (Tony) Parra papers, MS374, date 1978 – 1995. They contain policy 
papers, policy studies, legislation, memorandums, committee reports, and 
correspondence between Parra and various other lawmakers or constituents. The 
majority of the collection is from Parra’s time in office, the years 1993-1994, though 
some subject files contain reference documents from earlier dates. These papers help 
document Parra’s activities as a member of the 73rd Texas Legislature.    
 
Provenance Statement 
 
The papers were transferred from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission as 
part of the Regional Historical Resources Depository program in 1998. 
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Restrictions 
 
Some files may be restricted if they contain personal information.   
 
 
Literary Rights Statement 
 
Permission to publish material from the Antonio (Tony) Parra papers must be obtained 
from the C. L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El 
Paso Library. Citation should read Antonio (Tony) Parra papers, MS374, C. L. 
Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, the University of Texas at El Paso Library. 
 
Notes to the Researcher 
 
 
See also     
 
 
Eliot Shapleigh, MS583 
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Container List 
 
Series 1: Political papers 
 
Box # Folder # Title Date 
1 1 Adobe Horseshoe  1994 
1 2 AIDS & HIV  1993 – 1994 
1 3 AIDS & HIV 1993 – 1994 
1 4 American Legislature Exchange 

Council (ALEC) 
1994 

1 5 Amortization Policy 1994 
1 6 Amtrak – El Paso to Denver Project -- 
1 7 Annual Sessions Bill  1993 
1 8 Appointments, State Government  1994 
1 9 Arts, The  1992 - 1994 
1 10  Bill Summary & Analysis  1992 – 1994 
1 11 Bills Affecting Counties (Search) 1993 
1 12 Bills sponsored/authored by Tony 

Parra –Search Results Report-  
1994 

1 13 Board of Judges  1993 
1 14 Border Heritage Center  1992 – 1994 
1 15 Border Highway Project  1994 
1 16 Border Issues – General  1990 – 1994 
1 17 Border People  1994 
1 18 Border Transportation List  -- 
1 19 Bridges, International  1993 – 1994 
1 20 Broadcasting  1982 – 1993 
1 21 Budget 94 – 95 1994 – 1995 
1 22 Casino Gambling  1994 
1 23 Census  1990 
1 24 Child Care  1994 
1 25 Clinton, President Bill  1993 
1 26 Colonia Land Management  1993 – 1994 
1 27 Colonias – General  1993 
1 28 Community Education 1993 – 1994 
1 29 Constituency Council  1993 
1 30 Constituents  1993 – 1994 
1 31 Constituents Advisory Group  1993 
1 32 Constituents: Eddie Easter 1994 
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1 33 Constituents: Estrada, Elena   1994 
1 34 Constituents: Fierro, Tony  1994 
1 35 Constituents: Garcia, Mary  1992 – 1993 
1 36 Constituent Responses  1994 
1 37 Constituents: Rivera, Luis 1994 
1 38 Correspondence: Outgoing  1993 – 1994 
1 39 Correspondence: Incoming  1993 – 1994 
1 40 Correspondence & Memos  1992 – 1994 
1 41 County Affairs Committee  1993 – 1994 
1 42 County Affairs Hearing – El Paso  August 22, 1994 
1 43 County Attorney  1994 
1 44 Court of Inquiry  1994 
1 45 District (Money to District) 1994 
1 46 District 75 – Master Plan  1994 
2 1 Economic Analysis  1994 
2 2  Economic Development, Department 

of – City of El Paso  
1993 – 1994 

2 3 Economic Development Issues for the 
Urban/Rural Areas of El Paso County 
Meeting March 10, 1994 

March 10, 1994 

2 4 Economic Development Master Plan  1994 
2 5 Economic Development Workshop  1994 
2 6 Education Newsletters  1993 – 1994 
2 7 Education – Parra, Tony Memos, etc.  1993 
2 8 Education – Parra, Tony Memos, etc.  1993 
2 9 Election Results: 1994 General 

Election House Races 
1994 

2 10 Electric Co. Central and South West 
Corporation  

1993 – 1994 

2 11 El Paso, City of 1990 – 1994 
2 12 El Paso Community College 1993 - 1994  
2 13  El Paso Community Legislative 

Agenda  
1994 

2 14 El Paso Interreligious Sponsoring 
Organization (EPISO) 

1978 – 1994 

2 15 El Paso Natural Gas Company  1994 
2 16 Empowerment Zone Application  1994 
2 17 Enlace/Interface  1993 
2 18  Enlace/Interface El Paso – Juarez 

Model of Free Trade  
1993 
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2 19  Enlace/Interface 1993 
2 20 Empowerment Zone & Enterprise 

Community Workshop Participants  
1994 

2 21 Fax Coversheets sent to Austin  1993 
2 22 First Thanksgiving Celebration  1994 
2 23 Funding Inquiries  1993 
2 24 Funding Sources  1992 – 1994 
2 25 Historical Commission  1994 
3 1 Independent School Districts  1992 – 1993  
3 2 Independent School District, Clint  1993 
3 3 Independent School District, Fabens  1993 
3 4 Independent School District, Socorro  1992 – 1993 
3 5 Independent School District, Ysleta  1993 
3 6 I-9 Information   1991* 
3 7 Insurance (Misc. Reports) 1993 – 1994 
3 8 Interim Changes  1994 
3 9 Interim Committee Changes  1993 - 1994 
3 10 International & Cultural Relations 1993 – 1994 
3 11 International Trade Committee  1993 
3 12 Items for Purchase  -- 
3 13 Landscape Ordinances  1993 
3 14 Legislation Pending  1993 – 1994 
3 15 Legislative Process  1993 
3 16 Legislative Reference Library  1993 – 1994 
3 17 Legislative Study Group 1994 
3 18 Letters: Bullock, Bob – Lieutenant 

Governor of Texas  
1994 

3 19 Letters: Chacon, Alicia – El Paso 
County Judge 

1993 

3 20 Letters: Commissioners (County & 
City) 

1993 – 1994 

3 21 Letters: Constituents (In-Coming) 1993 – 1994 
3 22 Letters: Francis, Larry – Mayor of the 

City of El Paso 
1993 – 1994 

3 23 Letters: Judges (Incoming & Outgoing) 1993 – 1994 
3 24 Letters: Laney, Pete – Speaker of the 

House  
1993 – 1994 

3 25 Letters: Miscellaneous  1993 - 1994 
3 26 Letters: Representatives (Incoming) 1994 
3 27 Letters: Representatives (Outgoing)  
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3 28 Letters: Richards, Ann – Governor  1993 
3 29 Letters: Senators (Incoming & 

Outgoing) 
1992 – 1994 

3 30 Letters: Sharp, John – Comptroller of 
Public Accounts 

1994 

3 31 Letters: Support (Out-Going) 1993 - 1994 
3 32 Letters: Thank You (in-Coming) 1993 – 1994 
3 33 Los Portales Civic Association  1993 
3 34 Lottery  1993 - 1994 
4 1 Press Coverage  1992 – 1994 
4 2 Press & Media Relations   1992 – 1994 

 
4 3 Press Releases  1992 – 1994 
4 4 Profmex- Urban Studies Series  1994 
4 5 Property Rights 1994 
4 6 Public Relations  1993 
4 7 Region XIX Correspondence  1993 – 1994 
4 8 Republican Party 1994 
4 9 Rio Grande Corridor  1992 – 1994 
4 10 Rio Grande River Planning 1994 
4 11 San Elizario Genealogy Society  1993 – 1994 
4 12 San Elizario, General 1993 – 1994 
4 13 San Elizario Historical Landmark 

District 
1993 – 1994  

4 14 San Elizario Independent School 
District  

1993 

4 15 San Elizario Mainstreet Project 1993 
4 16 San Elizario Restoration Project  1993 – 1994 
4  17 School Finance  1993 – 1994 
4 18 73rd Legislative Session 1993 – 1994 
4 19 73rd Texas Senate and House phone 

numbers and addresses  
1993 

4 20 74th Legislature of Texas 1994 
4 21 Smart Jobs Funding Program  1993 – 1994 
4 22 Socorro, City of 1993 – 1994 
4 23 Southwest Border Policy Center  1993 
4 24 Speeches 1993 – 1994 
4  25 Speeches  1993 – 1994 
4 26 State Appointees 1994 
4 27 State Budget and Finance  1990, 1994 
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4 28 State Treasurer, Texas  1993 
4 29 Photos 1992 – 1993(?) 
4 30 Texas Academy of Foreign Language 

and Culture – Rep. Henry Cuellar  
1994 

4 31 Texas Association of Licensed 
Investigators  

1994 

4 32 Texas Association of Licensed 
Investigators (File Closed) 

1994 

4 33 Texas Historical Commission  1993 – 1995 
4 34 Thomason General Hospital  1992 – 1993 
4 35 Tigua Indians – Gaming  1993 – 1994 
4 36 Tigua Indians – History  1985 
4 37 Tigua Indians: Speaking Rock Casino 

and Entertainment Center 
1993 

5 1 Transportation – Long Range 
Transportation Plan 

1988 – 1993  

5 2 Transportation – Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

1994 – 1999 

5 3 Transportation – Texas Department of 
Transportation 

1993 – 1995 

5 4 Transportation – Texas Transportation 
Commission  

1993 – 1994  

5 5 Transportation – Policy Advisory 
Committee  

1992 – 1993 

5 6 Transportation – Transportation 
Advisory Board 

1993 - 1994 

5 7 Transportation – Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) 

1993 

5 8 Water – General Law Districts and 
General Provisions 

1985(?)  

5 9 Water -  Hacienda Del Norte Water 
Improvement District (M.U.D.) 

1994 

5 10 Water -  Mailing Lists 1994(?) 
5 11 Water- Regionalization of Utility 

Services 
1993 – 1994 

5 12 Water – Texas Water Development 
Board  

1993 – 1994 

5 13 Water – Westway Water District 1992 – 1994 
5 14 Water – Wetland Project San Elizario, 

TX 
1993 – 1994 

5 15 Water – Press Releases 1993 
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5 16 Water – Periodicals  1993 
5 17 Water – Bills (Senate & House) 1993 
5 18 Water – El Paso County Water 

Authority M.U.D.  
1993 – 1994 

5 19  Water – El Paso County Lower Valley 
Water District Authority 

1992 – 1993 

5 20 Water – Correspondence  1993 – 1994 
5 21 Voter Analysis  1993 
6  Senate Amendments H.B. No. 997 1993 
6 1 Criminal Information System – 

Juvenile H.B.247 
1993 

6 2 Administrative Hearings Dept. of 
Human Services H.B.2573 

1993 

6 3 Discrimination Based on Sexual 
Orientation H.B. 1915 

1993 

6 4 Dumping, Illegal H.B. 1951 1993 
6  Bills Search Results Reports   
6 5 Search Result Reports  1994 
6  House Bills  
6 6 Bills Authored/Sponsored By Tony 

Parra Search Results Reports  
1993 

6 7  Athletic Club – Discriminatory – 
Schools H.B. 800 / H.B. 801 

1993 

6 8 Border County Land Management and 
Development Act H.B. 1583 

1993 

6 9 Bingo  H.B. 2771/H.B. 1601 1993 
6 10 Child Care Services H.B. 2571 1993 
6 11 Community Education/Child Care 

Services H.B. 2571  S.B. 994 
1993 

6 12 Community Education Development 
Project H.B. 2572  S.B. 993 

1993 

6 13  Criminal Information System – 
Juvenile H.B. 247 

1993 

6 14 Discrimination based on Sexual 
Orientation H.B. 1915 

1993 

6 15 Dumping, Illegal H.B. 1951 1993 
6 16 Limited Liability H.B. 1239 1993 
6 17 Municipal Boards of Adjustments H.B. 

1825 
1993 

6 18 Repossession Under Worker’s Lien 
H.B. 575 

1993 
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6 19 Sewer Connections H.B. 1059 1993 
6 20 Texas Academy of Foreign Language 

and Culture H.B. 41 
1993 – 1994 

6  Senate Amendments H.B. 997 1993 
6 21 Utility Service Regionalization S.B. 

1374 
1993 

6  Bills Authored/Sponsored by Tony 
Parra  

-- 

6 22 Economically Distressed Areas H.B. 
9971993 

-- 

6 23 Examination for Law License H.B. 850 1993 
6 24 Land Regulation in Unincorporated 

Areas  H.B. 1817     H.B. 1583 
1993 

6 25  Legislative Sessions H.J.R. 116+42     
H.B. 2574 

1993 

6 26 Motor Vehicle Registration H.B. 2576  1993 
6 27 Municipal Board of Adjustments H.B. 

1825     S.B.391 
1993 

6 28 Prosecutors Powers for State in El 
Paso County H.B. 1419 

1993 

6 29 Public Institutions of Higher Education 
Bonds Issued H.B. 2058 

1993 

6 30 Revenues for Highway & Education 
Purposes H.J.R. 74 

1993 

6 31 Rio Grande River Authority 
Commission H.B. 42 

1992 

6 32 School District Property Tax – 
Abolishing H.B. 2264 

1993 

6 33 Sewage Disposal Systems – Violations 
H.B. 1550 

-- 

6 34 Socorro Resolution  H.R. 623 1993 
6 35 State Contracts – Small & Minority 

Owned Businesses  H.B. 2539 
1993 

6 36 Student Suspension from Sports  H.B. 
1634 

1993 

6 37 Tax Rate on Income Component  
H.J.R. 36 

1993 

6 38 Teacher’s Retirement System of Texas  
H.B. 1465 

1993 

6 39 University of Houston Components  
H.B. 2676  

1993 
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6 40 University of Texas at Brownsville  
H.B. 2142 

1993 

6 41 University of Texas at El Paso  H.B. 
2059  H.B. 2608 

1993 

6 42 University of Texas – Pan American  
H.B. 2100 

1993 

6 43 Water, Sanitary Sewer, Wastewater 
Drainage  H.B. 2575 

1993 

6 44 Publication of Notice of Local Bills 1993 
7 1 SOCORRO URGENT NEED TX Dept. 

of Housing & Com. Affairs Community 
Development Application  

1991 – 1992 

7 2 Floor Amendments  S.B. 1374  Rep. 
Antonio Parra  

1993 

7 3 Policy Advisory Committee for El Paso 
Urban Transportation Study  

1992 – 1993  

7 4 Senate Committee on International 
Relations, Trade & Technology  Public 
Hearing Oct. 29, 1993 

1993 

7 5 Special House Select Committee on 
NAFTA and GATT 

1994 

7 6 PROFMEX Briefing on Potential 
Solutions for Border Problems   

1994 

7 7 Mexico’s Presidential Campaign: 
Ernesto Zedillo, Candidate for the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) 

1994 

7  PROFMEX: Mexico Policy News Issue 
No. 9 Fall 1993 

Fall 1993 

7  PROFMEX: Simplifying Visas – 
Recommendations, Policy & Letters 

1993 – 1994 

7  ‘Closing the Performance Gap’; 1994 
Commissioner’s Midwinter Conference 
on Education Pamphlet/Schedule  

January 1994 

7 8 Texas Enterprise Zone Program 1993 
Annual Report + Related Materials  

1993 

7 9 Legislative Study Group/Joint Select 
Committee to Review the Central 
Education Agency Miscellaneous 
Materials  

1993 – 1994 

7 10 NAFTA – Notes & Letters  1993 
7  House Floor Audio Cassette Tapes 1993 
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7  Regionalization Meeting  RE: Rosson 
Bill  VHS Tape 

March 4, 1993 

7  Aspen Trading Group, Inc. 
International Trading & Tobacco 
Manufac.  VHS Tape 

-- 

7  Greater El Paso Chamber of 
Commerce  Texas Department of 
Transportation Presentation  VHS 
Tape 

July 29, 1993 

7  Regionalization Meeting  RE: Rosson 
Bill  VHS Tape 

March 13, 1993 

7  Water Summit Meeting 3A  VHS Tape  -- 
7  Water Summit Meeting 3B  VHS Tape -- 
8 1 Mainstreet USA  1993 
8 2 Mailing Lists 1994 
8 3 Membership – Tony Parra 1994 
8 4 Memorandums – Austin (Inter-Office) 1992 – 1993 
8 5 Memorandums – District (Inter-Office) 1992 – 1993 
8 6 Mexican American Legislative Caucus  1993 – 1994 
8 7 Mexican American Miscellaneous 

Information  
1992 - 1994 

8 8 Mexican American State Legislation 
Policy Institute, Inc.  

1993 – 1994 

8 9 Mexican Research Environment  1993 
8 10 Mission Trail Zoning Ordinance  1994 
8 11 New World Order  1991 
8 12 Newsletters by Tony Parra 1993 
8 13 1994 Newsletter  1994 
8 14 Newsletters by Tony Parra – 

Responses  
-- 

8 15 Newspaper Articles  1993 -1994 
8 16 Newspapers: El Paso Times – 

Meetings and Proposals  
1993 – 1994 

8 17 Newspapers: Herald Post Packet  1993 - 1994 
8 18 Parra Legislative Package 1993 
8 19 Parra, Tony – Biography  1993 
8 20 Parra, Tony – Legislative Report 1993 - 1994 
8 21 Personal (Tony Parra) 1993 
8 22 Prayer Rally – El Paso, TX  1993 
9 1 Notes – Miscellaneous – NAFTA 1993 
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9 2 Periodicals 1993 – 1994 
9 3 Pipeline – El Paso/Juarez (NAFTA) 1994 
9 4 Press Releases  1994 
9 5 Publications Availability Lists – NAFTA  1994 
9 6 Recommendations: NAFTA  1994 
9 7 Reporting Requirements – NAFTA  1994 
9 8 Select Committee on NAFTA and 

GATT 
1994 

9  9 Southwest Voter Research Institute – 
NAFTA  

1992 

9 10 Testimonies – NAFTA; El Paso 
Hearing – Aug. 23, 1994 

1994 

9 11 Texas Mexico Authority Advisory 
Board 

1994 

9 12 Texas Water Development Board 1994 
9 13 Trade Corridor  1994 
9 14 Transportation – NAFTA  1994 
9 15 Tourism  1993 
9 16 NAFTA – U.T. Austin  1994 
9  North American Free Trade 

Agreement Information Packet 
1993 

9  Fiscal Notes – John Sharp, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts 

1994 

10 1 File 11, originally from Box 7: Various 
Bill Analyses and Amendments 

1993 - 1994 

10 2 File 12, originally from Box 8: Various 
Memorandums, Letters, and Policy 
Papers 

1993 

Map 
Case 2 

Drawer 4 1993 – 2015 Transportation Plans  1993 
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