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In terv iew wi th  Edwin M. Reeves by Robert H. Novak on June 25, 1974.

N:  Mr .  Reeves ,  why  don ' t  we s ta r t  by  your  g iv ing  me a  l i t t le  b i t  o f

biographica' l  informat ion about yoursel f - -when and where you were born,

tha t  sor t  o f  in fo rmat ion .

R: I  was born in Beaumont,  Texas. I '6 a Texan. My dad was a ral l road

man, so he went to Louis iana to work and then came back to Texas l ike

rai l road men do. I  went to Southwestern at  Lafayette,and then came to

Texas  in  1916 and went  to  work  fo r  the  ra i l road.  In  Wor ld  War  I ,  I  was

in  France and Be lg ium wi th  the  nava l  av ia t ion .  When I  came back ,  I  went

to work for  the rai l road again.  Then they cal led for  Border Patrol

examinat ions that was to be at  the Scott ' ish Ri te cathedral .  So I  took

that and passed. When they cal ledrme I  asked to be excused because the

ra j l road pa id  so  much more  than $ . l680 [ the  s ta r t ing  sa la ry  a t  tha t  t ime

with the Border Patrol ] .  Then they cut down the forces on the rai l road

and I went back to the Border Patrol and asked that I be given a chance

for  employment .  Mr .  Hamis ,  who was D is t r i c t  D i rec to r ,  w i red  Wash ing ton

and they put me on. From then on I  was in the Border Patrol .
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What year was that when you went into the Border Patrol, do you

remember?

1925. In the Border Patrol  I 've done specia ' l  duty --  I  was at

Brownsvi l le,  I  was at  Laredo, I  was at  Raymondvi l le --  they move

you about.  Then dur ing the war I  went to Chamblee, Georgia,  p icked

up some police dogs and took them to Bismarck [North Dakota], where

I  handled them and trained guards to handle them. After my tour of

duty there I  came back to El  Paso, and I 've been l iv ing in El  Paso

ever  s ince .  I  re t i red  I  th ink  in  '54 .

About 30 years you were in, then? What was there that made you want

to go into the Border Patrol  in the f i rst  p ' lace? Were you just

at t racted to that  sort  of  work,  being outdoors?

Yes, being outdoors;  I  was always used to that ,  you know. Then I ,d

met a few fellows who were pretty good scouts, and that made me want

to jo in them. My f i rst  n ight  on the Border Patrol ,  I  went down in my

best  b lue  serge  t rousers ,  a  wh i te  sh i r t ,  t ie ,  and a l l  tha t  s tu f f .  To

get in a fu l l  day's work,  the Assistant Chief ,  Bud Pemy, took me out

to the br idges --  that 's the two rai l road br idges that are there now.

He to: ld me, "You watch these br idges; i f  anybody comes across,  g€t

them and br ing them into headquarters."  About that  t ime, hel l  broke

loose at  Park Street --  that 's down a couple of  b locks f rom the

Stanton Street br idge. So he said,  "Come on, the fe l lows at  Park

Street are in t rouble."  So we got a car,  drove around, and drove

into the foot of  Park Street.  The shoot ing had stopped by then,

and there  were  p i les  o f  l iquor  ou t  on  the  water 's  edge.  I t  wasn ' t

too deep, but it was knee-deep anyhow. I was the rookie, so I was
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e lec ted  to  go  ou t ,  wade  ou t  and  ge t  t he ' l i quo r  and  b r i ng  f t  back  i n .

My trousers and my white shir t  were a mess. The stuf f  was in sacks --

grass sacks is what they were. By the time I got them on my shoulder

and over the levee and di tched them to go back again,  rny sunday blue

trousers and my white shir t  were an awful  mess.

Th is  was dur ing  Proh ib i t ion ,  so  you had a  b ig  p rob lem wi th  l iquor

smuggl ers.

yes.  you see, prohibi t ion was the l iquor and stuf f  that  was in the

houses and already over. we were watching the river and the nearby

area where they were coming from the river. It was a Tariff Act

v io la t ion  fo r  us .  we d idn ' t  have any th ing  to  do  w i th  buy ing  by  the

dr ink --  that  was somebody else's job.  But when they were wading the

r iver ,  coming over  in  cars  w i th  fa lse  bo t toms,  tha t  was  our  bus iness .

we caught an outf i t  just  above Newman. when we checked the car,  they

had a cadi ] lac wi th 952 pints of  whiskey. They had put boards in the

side doors to keep them from spi l l ing out and stacked that 952 pints

in there,  put a black canvas over i t  and fastened i t  down. There was

one man, one dr iver.  The owner and the rel ief  dr iver went on ahead

in a Ford coupe. 0f  course, we got them late6 but there was no way

of proving i t  was their  l iquor,  their  contraband. But th is boy that

was dr iv ing the car --  i t  was on him.

l^ le didn' t  ta lk at  a l l  about the t ra in ing you underwent when you f i rst

jo ined the Border Patrol .  what did they do to t ra in you --  or  d id you

just  pret ty much go out and learn on the job?

Jus t  g ive  you a  .45  s ing le  ac t ion  revo lver  w i th  a  web be t t  - -  and tha t

was i t .  (Laughter) .  Later on we bought brown ducking --  you cal led
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them "bugger reds."  They were brown ducking, d l i t t le short  jacket

and your t rousers.  That was the uni form for a long t ime. I  don,t

know when they decided to go into forest  green --  of  course, that ,s

what they wear now. we had r iver c lothes, as they were cal led --

they were forest green. Then later on we got the dress uniforms.

l,Je always had the Baden powell hats for dress. we had a kind of

cowboy hat for river work, to wear with your brown ducking.

You said that you took some sort of a civil service test before you

entered the Border Patrol .  was that a wr i t ten test?

Yes, that was a written test and everybody had to take it, even the

men on duty already. You see, I  wasn' t  in the service theno I  was just

taking the examinat ion.  But al l  the men that were on duty in the

Patrol at that t ime had to take that same test. There's very few of

them tha t  d idn ' t  pass  i t .  I  th ink  they  had one or  two tha t  d idn , t

make i t .

What were some of the other people who became Border Patrolmen at that

time -- were some of them old cowboys and railroad men and types l ike

that?

Yes, we had a man who came in that  was a rai l road engineer and

had a ranch up in New Mexico --  he came into the patrol .  Later he

qu i t  and went  back  to  h is  ranch and bought  h imse l f  a  p r iva te  p lane,  a

l igh t  p ' lane .  He was r id ing  over  a  f re igh t  t ra in  tha t  was  go ing  by ,  ius t
p lay ing  w i th  the  ou t f i t ,  and  he  c ra3hed.  In  these o ld  ra i l road s ta t ions ,

they have a cable that goes from the station out to a post and they

have dozens o f  w i res  in  i t  fo r  a l l  purposes .  H is  p lane,s  whee ls  h i t

that ,  and i t  turned him over and ki l led him. I , le had men come from al l
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kinds of  services --  the rai l road. I  guess there might have been

some shoe clerks.  (Laughter) .

Did you al l  have to learn spanish to be with the Border Patrol  down

here --  was that required?

That 's  par t  o f  the  t ra in ing  too ,  i f  you  d idn ' t  know Span ish .  0 f

course ,  I 'd  worked fo r  the  ra i l road,  worked in  Mdx ico ,  and I  d idn ' t

know too much Spanish, but then I  knew enough to get by.  They,d t ra in

you in pistol  and use of  the r i f le and shotgun and so forth.  But there

was no t  a  regu la r  t ra in ing  schoo l .  They 'd  jus t  go  ou t ,  take  you ou t

in the country and make you pract ice.

How about t racking or what they cal l  s ign-cutt ing? Did they t ra in you

in that  or did you just  sort  of  p ick that  up f rom some of the veterans?

t^lell, you worked with older men when you first came in -- you were a

rookie and you worked with o ' lder men. You could watch and learn f rom

them on sign-cutt ing.  Therers 
' lots 

of  stunts.  They found some tracks

up here of  a man going to Mdxico,  but he was real ly coming out th is

way when they caught him. He had a sole nai led on the bottom of his

shoes in reverse. I t  looked I  ike he was going back to Mdxico when he

was coming the other way. He had wooden footpr ints cut  out and nai led

to his shoes, but they were in reverse of  where he was going.

Was most of  your work in terms of  captur ing wetbacks or i l legal  a l iens

over here --  that 's mainly what you were concerned with?

Yes'  that 's main' ly what we were af ter .  Every fe l low that you caught

with a load of  l iquor on his back --  he v las a wetback usual ly.  0f  course,

they had some Americans who took a chance. They paid them I don't know

what in Mexican money for camying the stuff over. when we caught them,

N:
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of course, they were stuck. whoever was the boss of the smuggling

deal  never showed. My partner and I  drove in behind peyton's making

a search along the r iver.  we got out at  the foot of  park street,

pul led in behind some bushes to watch this park street crossing.

we hadn't been there very long before here showed two fellows up

on the levee, the rai l road track.  One was carry ing a gr ip,  the other

didn' t  have anything. So we watched them. The l i t t le fe l low started

on up Park street;  he was going up there to see i f  everything was

clear.  I  to ld my partner,  , ,Run to the rear and cut him of f  so he

can ' t  go  back .  I ' ' l l  ge t  the  o ther  one. "  so  we sur rounded them.  The

fe l low w i th  the  gr ip  had 40  pounds o f  mar i juana.  A t  h is  t r ia l ,  he

got  16  months  up  in  La  Tuna.  But  h is  ca l i fo rn ia  f r iend  - -  I  th ink

that 's where they were going --  never showed up. They let  h im st ick

i t  out .  Another deal  - -  I  was stat ioned up at  Alamogordo --  on th is

952 pints of ' l iquor.  They took the man to the ja i l  in Alamogordo and

the judge there set  h is bond for so much. He later jumped bond, so

this man that owned the l iquor,  a man from F' lor ida --  he put up the

bond money and helped out his dr iver,  and then they treated him

that way -- they jumped the bond.

I guess you people in the Border patrol cooperated with some of the

other federal  agencies,  l ike the Narcot ics Agency.

Yes we didrwith them, wi th the customs service.  0f  course, they

didn' t  work the r iver.  I f  they did,  i t  was because they had informat ion

that there was some narcot ics coming over at  a certain street,  and they,d

phone headquarters and come down. we'd stay out of  i t  and let  them

handle their  own deal .  The customs cal led us one night and said they
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had informat ion at  Peyton's Packing company and they wanted to work

i t ,  so  our  ou t f i t  sa id  we 'd  s tay  ou t .  we sent  a  team in  s ix  o r  e igh t

blocks from there back towards town around the island and had them

in there away from the customs outf i t .  This smuggl ing outf i t  shot

the Customs a curve and they didn' t  come over at  peyton's,  they came

over where our team was --  so we got them. (Laughter) .  There was a

Fourth street canal bridge that they could cross and get into El paso.

That was nine b ' locks di f ference. so we didn,t  interfere --  that  was

nowhere around the customs outf i t ,  but  we got the l iquor.  (Laughter) .

Did you get a lot  of  informat ion f rom informants who would t ip you

off  as to when things were coming across?

Wel l '  each inspec tor  had an  in fo rmer  o r  two,  bu t  they  usua l ly  wou ldn , t

te ' |1 you who i t  was. I f  you have a fe l low who was an informant,  who

was try ing to furnish informat ion to ten inspectors,  a 
' lot  

of  i t  would

iust  be hot air .  where he was just  working with one man, chances are

his informat ion would be good. consequent ly,  they didn,t  te l l  you who

the informer r{as.  He didn' t  appear in court .  I  had two or three good

informersi  in fact ,  I  had one that worked in peyton's.  (Laughter) .

That 's how we knew about the other th ings. A funny deal  - -  there was

a fel low on a motorcycle that  rode up to the rai l road crossing by the

stockyards,  b l inkbd his motorcycle ' l ights,  
turned around and headed

back for town. First  th ing you know, here comes a car,  so we just

rushed ou t  and sumounded i t ,  and  i t  was  p lumb loaded w i th  l iquor .

He signa' led and they were in the peyton,s yard.  0f  course, I  don,t

th ink they knew i t ;  they had a guard there,  but I  don,t  know whether

he had any part  in i t  or  not .  When this fe l low f lashed his motorcycle
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I f  he'd stayed there,  he might have f lashed another l ight  or  two and

they might have turned around. The men would have got away anyhow.

Di f fe ren t  ou t f i t s  had s igna ls .  I f  he  was s ing ing  a  song,  tha t  meant

the coast was clear; he was somewhere near the l ine where they were

going to come over.  He'd scratch two matches; that  meant the coast

is  c lear .  I f  he  scra tched one,  l i t  i t ,  and  th rew i t  down r igh t  qu ick ,

they'd take of f .  But i f  he had plenty of  t ime to l ight  a c igaret te

himsel  f ,  that  meant the coast was clear.  ntso so many car honks

back a block f rom the l ine and so forth.  The f i rst  apprehension that

I  made at  the is landn a Mexican boyo told us that  there would be a red

l igh t  in  the  w indow.  He d idn ' t  know where  i t  waso bu t  to  go  up  th is

street --  that  was Piedras --  and there'd be a red l ight  in the window.

We handcuffed him, took his l iquor,  and walked up piedras Street,  and

r ight  at  the canal  was a house there wi th a red l ight  in the window.

0f courser vou couldn' t  prove that they had anything to do with i t ;

we just got the poor boy.

what would happen on any given day that you were working, SdJ when you

first started working for the Border Patrol? 0n any one day when you

worked, would you be 1ike1y to spend a' l l  day and not apprehend anybody,

or were you pret ty busy picking up people? what was the pace l ike as

far as your work?

wel l ,  they  d iv ided the  is land up  - -  tha t  was  the  b ig  p lace .  Then there

was Eighth and Ninth Streets,  th is s ide of  the Santa Fe br idge, and the

old Standpipes --  that  used to be a water system in the r iver.  They'd

assign teams to certain sections, maybe have me and my partner there

R:
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at Eighth and Ninth Streets.  Somebody cou' ld be up at  the headgates,

and he  wou ' ldn ' t  in te r fe re  w i th  us  and we wou ldn ' t  in te r fe re  w i th  h im.

Then there'd be sometimes three or four teams around the island, from

Peyton's to the foundry,  f rom the foundry to Eighth and Ninth,  the

monument at  Eighth and Ninth,  and then on around to the r iver again.

They 'd  d iv ide  i t  up  so  you wou ldn ' t  run  in to  one another  and nobody

would get hurt .  Nor lou were usual ly pret ty busy. you didn,t  have

to fake anything or make out l ike you were working --  i t  was there.

what was the procedure for dea' l ing wi th people af ter  their  capture --

cou ld  you te l l  me jus t  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  what  you wou ld  do  w i th  them

after you picked up a couple of  people?

Yes, we'd take them to headquarterso make out a report ,  and then they,d

be f ingerpr inted; then we'd take them to the county ja i l .  I f  i t  was a

l iquor  v io la t ion ,  the  Customs wou ld  be  no t i f ied .  I f  i t  was  a  narco t ic

v io la t ion ,  the  Narco t ics  D iv is ion  wou ld  be  no t i f ied .  I f  they  were  a

stolen car outf i t ,  of  course the sher i f f  would be not i f ied.  we

cooperated with them, you know, but we didn' t  real ly wol 'k the r iver

with them.

And i f  some of  them were just  coming over,  say,  looking for work,  then

they would be held in the ja i l  and then sent back to Mdxico?

Wel l ,  the next morning they'd take them up to the Immigrat ion Stat ion.

There an invest igator would take their  case and ei ther give them a

voluntary return to M6xico or hold them for prosecut ion.  I f  i t  was a

f i rs t  o f fenser  usud l ly  i t  wou ld  be  a  vo lun tary  re tu rn  - -  they  ca l led

i t  a "v.R."  I f  they had been apprehended two or three t imes, i t  would

be a Sect ion I  and they'd f i le on i t .  They wou' ld go to La Tuna and
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before La Tuna, Leavenworth; that was before they had La Tuna.

D id  you a lso  have a  lo t  o f  p rob lems w i th  l i t t le  k ids  coming over

jus t  to  ra ise  ca in  and s tea ' l?

0h '  my lo rd ,  yes  - -  we 'd  ca tch  a  to t  o f  them.  0 f  course ,  they ,d  V .R.

them back. t , l le had two gir ls especial ly,  two sisters about 14 or 15

years old,  that  would come across the r iver and come down under the

Santa Fe bridge where these penny-catcbers used to gather. people

would come by and they'd hol ler ,  "Gimne a penny, ginme a penny. ' ,

They'd pi tch th ings down there and these boys would catch them --

we'd get them qui te a few t imes. But these gir ' ls  were l i t t le prost i tutes,

and they were making their  money from those kids under that  br idge.

One night when I  got  down to worko we caught these two gir ls,  these

two l i t t le prost i tutes.  0f  course, we were going to v.R. them, but I

to ld  my par tner ,  "Get  one o f  the  g i r l s  and I ' l l  ge t  the  o ther  one. , '

l , ' Ie took them down to the steel bridge -- that,s the one just  the

other s ide of  the Santa Fe br idge --  and went down on the rai l road bed.

I  pu l led  up  th is  ga l ' s  d ress  and padd led  her  bu t t ,  and I  mean I  padd led

i t .  I  turned her loose and she got up on that br idge and boy, she lef t

for  Mdxico.  Then I  got  the other one and gave her a bl ister ing and

pushed her up on the br idge and boy, she took of f .

somet imes that 's more ef fect ive than al l  the 1egal  remedies.

Yes, because we'd just  been playing seesaw with them. 0f  course, no one

knew i t  of f ic ia l ly i  I  might have been repr imanded or maybe f i red.

I t  must have been frustrat ing for  you sometimes to pick up people and

send them back and have the same people come back over several  t imes.

Yes '  i t  happened.  0 f  course ,  most  o f  our  t ime was 3 :00  to  l l :00  or

N:

R :

N :

R:
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4:00 to midnight;  that 's when i t  was the big dea'r .  They had scout

cars' men in uniform, that worked the town in the daytime. They

didn' t  do any dir ty work on the r iver.  You'd come in at  n ight,  see

a bunch of  men --  two or three of  them would be some that you'd caught

the night before and they were back again.  I t  was real ly f rustrat ing.

Did each man work di f ferent shi f ts? For instance, would you work

from 3:00 unt i l  midnight one weekrand then work the day shi f t  the next

week?

Yes, I  was one of  the seniors,  I  had a shi f t .  They had three eight-hour

seniors.  He'd make the assignments,  assign the men to the di f ferent

p laces  and k ind  o f  look  ou t  fo r  the i r  we l l -be ing .  They 'd  have a  team

up here on the sandhi l ls  - -  they had a comal up there and some horses.

Dog ie  wr igh t  rode up  a t  the  sandh i l l s  qu i te  a  b i t ;  I  don ' t  remember

him working the r iver too much, but I  guess he did.  Then the Lower

val ley --  Ysleta,  Fabens, Fort  Hancock --  had outposts.  0f  course,

they'd catch contraband, narcotics, wetbacks who came to work over on

the farms.

|r las that  area al l  part  of  the El  Paso dis i r ic t ,  down there to Ysleta and

Fabens ?

Yes.

How far did the El  Paso distr ict  extend?

To about Van Hornn back in theret  then the Marfa distr ict  would take over.

They had a chief and so forth. The other way, they went to Lordsburg,

I  th ink,  and then Ar izona would take over.  I  never worked in that  area,

but I  bel ieve the Ar izona distr ict  l ine was near Lordsburg.  Then that

outf i t  would take over.  They had their  d istr ict ,  their  chief  patrol

N:

R:

N:

R:
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i nspec tor ,  and a  heck  o f  a  lo t  o f  men.  I  don, t  th ink  they  ever  had

more than worked in our region --  I  th ink we were the biggest.

Then I  guess you a' lso had some patrols that  would be in land from the

border a l i t t le bi t ,  checkpoints where you would be stat ioned?

Yes, we had regular stat ions --  Alamogordo, Deming or Lordsburg --

I  th ink Lordsburg was the stat ion.  Then they'd have one maybe in

Carr izozo, New Mexico. They'd spot them in di f ferent places. The

men that came over, of course when they got back there they thought

they were safe,  and then the uni formed men would pick them up. (Laughter) .

Did the members of  the Border patror r ike yoursel f  get  moved around

from duty to duty? Did you work the checkpoints in land for a whi le,

or most ly did you stay on the r iver?

Yes, you'd be moved around. Like Alamogordo: Jou,d be stat ioned there,

l ive there.  Maybe you'd be assigned to the Alamogordo stat ion,  which I

was two di f ferent t imes, and then you'd come back to El  paso and

somebody else would go up there.

Did you have a problem with older people? I  understand that before the

Mexican Revolut ion there were no barr iers to people coming in --  they

could sort  of  come and go as they pl ,eased. Did you have a problem later

with older people who remembered those days when they cou'td just come

in ,  who d idn ' t  unders tand the  new regu la t ions ,  the  new laws?

0h '  I  don ' t  know.  0 f  course ,  they  wou ldn ' t  l i e  to  you,  they ,d  te lT  you

the truth.  There were a lot  of  o lder people who would come in and they,d

pick them up. If they were feeble, they'd feel soryy for them and they

would v.R. them to Mdxico.  I  don' t  th ink too many of  them went to

La Tuna or Leavenworth.

N:

N :

R:



Reeves l 3

N: Also, I  wanted to ask you --  what types of  people did you pick up?

were they most ly poor and uneducated people,  or  d id you ever get

people who were wel l  educated and wel l  dressed, upper c lass people

trying to come to the United States?

wel l '  yes'  you got some. I  had one man who was try ing to smuggle a

gang in and go to Colorado for the beet season, to Cal i fornia for  the

fruit, and so forth. You know, they had money and were pretty well

dressed. The rest  of  them were dressed in Mexican clothes. They

weren' t  too bad lookingr lou know. These fel lows that were smuggl ing

them in dressed pret ty wel l ;  one had a cowboy bel t  wi th a big buckle.

(Laugh te r ) .

How would you say the local  people here in El  paso, especial ty the

Mexicans here --  how did they t reat you? Do you think they respected

the Border Patro'l or did they sort of resent you here?

l l le l l ,  there may have been some that didn,t  l ike you, but then the

major i ty of  them of course, they weren' t  a l l  f r iendly and

backslapping or anything l ike that .  They'd cal l  you sef i 'or  and try

to t reat  you r ight .  we had one fel low ki l led at  Raynor Street,  an

off icer.  His partner went to a Mexican house to use the telephone to

te ' lephone headquarters.  He told them that his partner had been ki l led,

so they let  h im in to use the phone. He came back out and they brought

a sheet and a b ' lanket out to lay over his body. I  don,t  know whether

too many of  them would have done that or not.  But they passed the

hat at  headquarters and gave them --  I  th ink they got $200 or $300

for them to show their  appreciat ion.  There weren' t  too many act ive

fr iends. hje had one fami ly that  l ived at  the foot of  0regon street.

R :

N:

R:
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The g i r l s  used to  b r ing  over ,  every  ho l iday ,  a  b ig  pan o f  tamales .

The i r  b ro ther  k i l led  Mi l ton ,  a  pa t ro l  inspec tor .  But  the  g i r l s  were

nice k ids,  they were church workers and al l .  0f  course, the old lady

and the gir ls near ly died when they found out that  the son had ki l led

Mi] ton.  He was the leader of  a l iquor gang coming over at  park street,

he was the head of  them. when Mi l ton stood up in f ront  of  them and

to ld  them to  ha l t ,  he  shot  h im.  0 f  course ,  the  fe l lows beh ind  h im

with al ' l  the l iquor,  they dropped i t  and ran back to Mdxico.  The

off icers picked up the contraband later.

I  understand that somet imes these var ious l iquor gangs would get in

fights between themselves and one gang would try to steal another

gang 's  I  i quor .

Yes '  you 'd  hear  tha t .  Maybe you 'd  p ick  up  an  ou t f i t  a t  pey ton 's  and

we knew i t  be longed to  them but  cou ldn ' t  p rove  i t .  you 'd  k ind  o f  h in t

that  somebody had told you he was coming over that  n ight,  and he'd say,

" I  know who the S0B is."  First  th ing you know, he had some informat ion

that he'd give you and you'd catch the other fer low that he thought

gave the  in fo rmat ion .  You 'd  jus t  use  one aga ins t  the  o ther .  I t

wasn' t  a quest ion of  get t ing too much from the gang leaders,  but  then

i f  you  cou ld  k ind  o f  h in t  tha t  so-and-so  to ld  you,  he ,d  ge t  even w i th

h im.  (Laughter ) .

How about the cdrdova Island down there -- was that one of the biggest

problem areas because of the geography of that area?

Yes, they'd come over at  the neck, a l i t i le outf i t ,  and af ter  they got

in there they could just  spread everywhere. you'd get up by peyton,s

or the other s ide of  the is land and see the wagons come over,  maybe
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camying i t  on their  backs, but af ter  they got on the is land they'd

just spread out and you'd never know where they went. 0f course,

you 'd  recogn ize  the i r  horse  and wagon,  you 'd  beat  i t  a round th is

fel low's house and watch for any stuf f .

How about these watch towers we were talking about before -- when did

they put those in?

I  don' t  remember the exact date,  but  they were good for dayl fght  and

moon l i t  n igh ts .  You cou ld  pu t  a  man up there  w i th  the  g lasses  and he

could see anybody coming to the is land. That saved a lot  of  r id ing

around -- youU park in back of the tower a couple of blocks 5asJ ,o thut tn.y

couldn' t  see you from the Mexican side. whenever they started their

maneuver,  th is fe l low in the tower would te l1 you.

I seem to recal' l  hearing that later they were taken down because the

Mexican government objected to having them there.

0h ,  I  don ' t  know - -  I  wasn ' t  here  a t  the  t ime,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  they

objected. I f  there was anybody, i t  would be the smugglers.  (Laughter) .

We cooperated with the Mexican author i t ies some. 0f  course, we got

shot at  by some of them. When the smugglers would come over l ike at

Eighth and Ninth Street and you'd t ry to catch them, you'd let  them

get up on the dry 
' land 

and try to surround them. If any of them would

get away from you and run back to the Mexican side, there might be some

guys over there wi th their  r i f les and we'd get a welcoming shot or two

once  in  a  wh i le .

Was the  prob lem wi th  i l l ega l  a l iens  most ' l y  Mex icans?

was a problem for a whi le wi th Chinese coming out of

remember anything about that?

I  understand there

Mdxico too. Do you

N:

R:
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R: wel] ,  they got a few chinese. There were even some Europeans who'd

come up here or t ry to get into cal i fornia.  I  th ink they caught

qui te a few Germans and so forth,  a few chinese. But I  th ink the

big chinese deal was before my time. That was when pat Garrett was

sher i f f  and so forth --  I  understand there was Chinese act iv i ty then.

Maybe we could talk about some of the personalit ies you remember from

your days in the Border Patrol. Who were some of the men you remember

part icular ly working with? For instance, Mr.  perkins,  who was the

chief  Patrol  Inspector here in El  paso --  cou' ld you tel l  us about

some of those people that  you worked with?

Wel l '  C I i f f  Perk ins  was the  Ch ie f  Pat ro l  Inspec tor ,  Bud Pemy was h is

ass is tan t .  Then they  had a  sen io r  fo r  each sh i f t ,  bu t  I  don ' t

remember them. 0f  course, Dogie wr ight came inn J im Kel ly --  he's

the  ch ie f  a t  Tucson now;  he 's  one o f  the  o ld t imers .  Ke i th  MacDona ld

later went to the Inmigrat ion;  he's ret i red and l ives up here at  the

crossroads .  I  can ' t  reca l l  a l l  o f  them.

I  a ' lso wanted to ask you a l i t i le bi t  about your emot ions on the job.

Did you have a feel ing that you might get shot or wounded in the l ine

of duty? was this something that was on your mind when you went to

work?

No,  you never  womied about  i t .  I  don ' t  know.  I ' ve  go t  a  lo t  o f

chinese elms out here,  you know, for  shade trees. I  wish when I

planted those things that I  had put pecan trees in.  But then in the

Patrol  you'd go to work in the af ternoon and you didn,t  know i f  you,d

come back  tha t  n igh t  o r  no t .  I ' d  have had to  buy  them on ins ta l lment ,

on  t ime,  and I  d idn ' t  want  to  sadd le  my w i fe  w i th  tha t ,  so  I  d idn , t

N:

R:
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do i t -  You didn' t  worry about i t ,  but  of  course you f igured your

t ime might come. I  was on a detai l  up at  Carr izozo, New Mexicorwith

B i l l  w i l l i ams - -  he  was my par tner .  A t  tha t  t ime i t  was  about

chr istmast ime; we were blocking al l  the roads that lef t  El  paso

for contraband. I^ le were about a quarter mi le or a hal f  mi le the

other s ide of  camizozo, guarding the crossroads. This saturday

night we decided we'd pul l  of f  the road and go to a yard that was

r ight  near us;  nobody l ived there.  I t  had a lot  of  o ld wrecked cars

and a garage, an adobe outf i t .  I t  was a wreck, but you could get in

i t .  So we went in there and bui l t  a f i re;  we were going to cook our

supper.  I  p icked up a Ford coi l  and put i t  on the f i re so we could

se t  our  po ts  on  i t .  My p is to l ,  a  s ing le  ac t ion  .44 ,  fe l r  ou t  o f  my

ho ls te r ,  h i t  tha t  p iece  o f  s tee l ,  and went  th rough my r igh t  lung .

tt ' ly partner loaded me up in the car and took me in to the doctor. The

doctor wanted to probe for the bul let  and he wouldn' t  let  h im. Next

morning they loaded me on a passenger t ra in to come into El  paso. At

that t ime they had a Masonic hospital where Sears is now. They took

me in there,  and I  don,t  know whether they f igured I ,d l ive or what.

I  s lept  that  n ight,  or  t r ied to.  0f  course, the doctors came in and

I had a nurse, Miss Kirskey. The next morning something was bother ing

my back. So I  reached my hand back there and pul led that bul let  out .

I t  was  ius t  s t i ck ing  ou t  o f  the  sk in .  I ' ve  s t i l l  go t  i t  as  a  watch-bob.

The nurse rushed into the te lephone and ca' l led the doctor and he said,

"Te l l  h im to  te l I  everybody we found the  bu l le t . "  0 f  course ,  i t  d idn ' t

look too hot me being in there 24 hours and the doctor not probing for

the bul let .  But th is bothered me --  of  courseo I  was ful l  of  dope and
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everything --  and I  pul led that bul ]et  out .  He said,  , ,Tel l  everybody

we found the bul let ."  Poor Dr.  Richmond is dead now.

Did you ever get wounded in the r  ine of  duty --  by that  I  mean in a

shootout,  SdJ, wi th smugglers?

No'  but I 've been splat tered. you know, you,d maybe go into Eighth

and Ninth Street or someplace and they,d start  shoot ing at  you. you'd

crawl  on  your  be l l y  so  you cou ld  re tu rn  the  f i re .  I ' ve  had bu l le ts

throw gravel in my face; they've come pretty close.

Did your wi fe object  to your being in the Border patrol ,  being in a
job I  ike that?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  so  - -  i t  was  a  l i v ing .  I  was  work ing  fo r  the  ra i l road

before that for fairly good wages, but then when they merged the

Southwestern and the S. p. together, they cut off

of the fellows went to T. p., some went somewhere

around. So when I  started in wi th the patrol ,  she

was  jus t  a  l i v ing .

I  guess back in those days you worked al l  seven days, r ight? There was

none of  th is f ive day work week or anything l ike we have now?

when I f irst started, there were no days off. If you made a good catch,

some good apprehension, they'd give you sunday of f .  0f  course, later

on we got the f ive day week. But when I  f i rst  started, i f  you,d make

a good catch or do something except ional ly wel l ,  they,d give you Sunday

off .

Wel l '  I  th ink  tha t ' s  about  a l l  the  ques t ions  I  had tha t  I  wanted  to  ask

you. Are there any other incidents that  happened to you dur ing your

career that  you remember part icularfy that  you'd l ike to ta lk aboutr

a lot  of  jobs.  Some

el se and scattered

d idn ' t  ob jec t  - -  i t



Reeves I9

R:

apprehensions you made or any other things that happened to you that

you 'd  ' l i ke  
to  te l l  me about?

I worked with a Mexican officer, pete Torres. we were at Monument 9

and some Mexicans came over with contrabandl we caught them. we

handcuffed them and sat them down in front of a store. I told pete

to  go  over  to  the  d isposa l  p lan t ,  tha t ' s  the  sept ic  tanks ,  and ca l l

headquarters to come and get them. so pete took out and before he got

two blocks away, here came some more. So by the time he got back I

had a gang of  them with me; I  th ink j t  was six or seven. Everything

was so quietr  lou know, the ones in the back didn' t  know we had

caught their  partners.  One night we were up away from the l ine and

some smugg'lers came over. I told my partner, "Now watch these, guard

them and don' t  let  them get away."  I  took out for  another one who

was try ing to get back to N&ico. He was running l ike hel l  and so

was I ,  and I  cou' ld hear somebody's feet  on the ground, running along

wi th  me or  a  l i t t le  beh ind  me.  I  f ina l l y  caught  up  w i th  th is  b i rd ,

and when I  d id  I  looked a t  th is  o ther  man - -  i t  was  a  c i ty  po l i ceman.

(Laughter) .  He said,  " I  saw those fel lows break and run and I  knew

there was something wrong. when I got out of the car, you were the

neares t . "  He d idn ' t  ge t  aho ld  o f  the  fe l low,  bu t  he  was sure  push ing

h im.  (Laughter ) .  I t  was  a  c i ty  po l i ceman.

You say i t  was about ]954 when you ret i red f rom the Border patrol?

Yes, about then. As I  say,  the idea of  the patrol  was to have men in

i t  that  could do anything. We had a fe l low who went down for informat ion

on wetbacks  and narco t ics  a t  an  o i l f ie ld ,  where  they  were  dr i l l i ng  fo r

oi l .  He went to work there as an oi l  dr i l ler .  When the t ime came for
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the t r ia l  and they brought these felrows in,  there stood that oi l

worker in a Border Patrol  uni form, Bi ' l l  Wi l ' l iams. 0f  course, they

had a few kind words for him under their  breath.  I  can' t  recal l

anything else at  the present.  tde'd take a car out at  n ight and

di tch i t  two or three blocks f rom the l ine or wherever and walk in,

hide i t  so spotters and smugglers cou' ldn' t  f ind out where your

outfit was. Sometimes there would be a man from headquarters who

would load you up in his car,  dr ive you out and drop you of f .  Tnen

a car  wou ld  p ick  you up  a t  l l :30  i f  you  were  go ing  to  ge t  o f f  a t ' l z ,

at a certain street l ike the cebada street pumphouse or the septic

tanks .  You 'd  usua l ]y  have qu i te  an  area ,  and i f  you  caught  any

contraband, you'd have to f ind a phone somewhere. we'd go to the

sept ic tanks,  or there was a fe l low in the cebada area that had a

store.  [^Je'd wake him up; he was one that didn' t  carswhether they

knew i t  or  not .  we'd phone in for  help.  somet imes we'd make an

apprehension and be si t t ing on the street and a pol ice car would come

by. werd get them to cal l  their  headquarters and cal l  ours to te l l

them where we were and that we needed transportation. 0nce in a

whi le the Customs would be prowl ing;  we,d run across them and they,d

te lephone fo r  us ,  because a  lo t  o f  the i r  cars  d idn ' t  have rad ios .

Okay' I guess we've covered everything pretty weil. Thank you very

much, Mr.  Reeves.
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