
University of Texas at El Paso University of Texas at El Paso 

ScholarWorks@UTEP ScholarWorks@UTEP 

Combined Interviews Institute of Oral History 

6-6-1974 

Interview no. 133 Interview no. 133 

Walter D. Thomas 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews 

 Part of the Oral History Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Interview with Walter D. Thomas by Robert H. Novak, 1974, "Interview no. 133," Institute of Oral History, 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Institute of Oral History at ScholarWorks@UTEP. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Combined Interviews by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@UTEP. 
For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu. 

https://scholarworks.utep.edu/
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/oral_history
https://scholarworks.utep.edu/interviews?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F133&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1195?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F133&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=scholarworks.utep.edu%2Finterviews%2F133&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu


UNIVERSITY

INSTITUTE

INTERVIEI^IEE:

I}ITERV IEIdER:

PROJECT:

DATE 0F INTERVIE",I:

TERI4S OF USE:

TAPE N( ) . :

TRANSCRIPT I IO.:

TRAf,{SCRIBER:

DATE TRAI,ISCRIBED:

BIOGRAPHICAL SYFIOPSIS OF Ii l iTERVIEIdEE:

SUi'li'lARY 0F IIITERVIEi'f ;

OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

OF ORAL HISTORY

Col .  Wal te r  D.  Thomas

Robert  H. Novak

El Paso History;  the Mexican Revolut ion

June 6,  1974

Unrestri cted

Pat r ick  L .  Qu inn

Ju ne, I 9f4

133

133

Member of  Pershing Puni t ive Expedi t ion into Mexico
in  

. |9 . |6 .

Exper iences with the Pershing Expedi t ion;  Dean Eugene
Thomas of  the Col lege of  Mines (his brother) ;  ear ly
E l  Paso and For t  B l i ss .

1t /+  hours  ( l 7/8 tape 14  pages .



N:

T:

I n te rv jew  w i th  Co lone l  Wa l te r  D .  Thomas  by  Rober t  H .  Novak  on  June  6 ,  1974 .

Colone l  Thomas,  why  don ' t  you  g ive  us  a  l j t t l e  b i t  o f  b iog raph ica l

background on  yourse l f?

I  was  born  jn  Tampa,  F lo r ida  on  Apr i l  17 ,1895 .  I  wen t  to  schoo ' l

in  Tampa unt i l  l9 l0  o r  so .  My fa ther  had a  b lacksmi th  shop and a

carr iage works in Tampa. He was an expert  in wrought i ron work.

He d jd  a  lo t  o f  the  wrought  i ron  in  the  in te r io r  o f  the  Catho l  i c

Cathedra l  in  Tampa.  He knew noth ing  about  h is  paren ts  except  fo r

the  fac t  tha t  he  was n ine  years  o ld  when the  C iv i l  tn la r  ended.  He

was then l i v ing  in  Nor th  F lo r jda .  I  know there  were  th i r teen

ch i ld ren  in  h is  fami l y .  I  on lymetpar t  o f  them be fo re  I  g rew up .

Papa's heal th broke down because he had asthma. The doctor advised

him to give up hjs business, whjch he d' id.  l , r le then moved to the west

s ide  o f  Tampa Bay to  a  l i t t le  p lace  w i th  a  pos t  o f f i ce  and a  genera l

s to re ,  ca l led  Safe ty  Harbor .  About  a  mi le  south  o f  the  pos t  o f f i ce

was a  huge orange grove.  There  were  e igh t  d j f fe ren t  spr ings  in  the

bay .  Each had some su l fu r  in  i t ,  bu t  the  su l fu r  con ten t  in  each spr ing

was di f ferent.  la le I  ived in th is orange grove and papa got the owner
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to  subd iv ide  the  orange grove-  These spr ings  were  ca l led  Gr .een

Springs. The Indians said that  they had curat ive powers.  Wel l ,

papa drank a lot  of  that  water.  I  couldn' t  stand i t  because i t

smel led l ike rot ten eggs. That water never did him any good.

Later,  af ter  he had suffered so long, his asthmat ic condi t ion

f ina l l y  le f t  h im.  A1 l  he  knew about  h is  fq r r i l y  o r ig in  was Bu l lock

County,  Georgia.  His father had named my father George Bul lock

Thomas. 0n my mother's side they were doctors and educators. The

f i rst  one was taken out of  a scotch debtor 's pr ison and brought to

Georgia.  we've been in debt ever s ince. (Laughter) .  Her father was

a medical  doctor. I@ther was wel l  educated. After the Civ i l

l , ' lar  he wasn' t  a l lowed to pract ice medicine, so he started schools.

In  Mi l ledgev i l le ,  Georg ia rhe  s ta r ted  what  i s  now the  Georg ia  Mi l i ta ry

Academy. I t  was then a lady's seminary.  Mother taught Engl ish and

athlet ics.  They pounded a croquet bal l  around and a l i t i le tennis.

I had three brothers, all younger than I. My kid brother Gene won

a scholarship to Davidson Col lege through the Daughters of  the

Confederacy.  A1l  of  them were "blue-stocking" Presbyter ians.  At

that t ime Davidson was more or less a Presbyter ian theological  col1ege.

He spent one year there;  he majored in Spanish. His pr ize was a copy

of Don Quixote in Spanish. Tampa at  that  t ime was growing up, and up

unt i l  1927 or '28 i t  was a big c igar manufactur ing place. There were

lo ts  o f  cubans l i v ing  there  and mak ing  c igars .  I t  was  in te res t ing

that every morning each floor of the building had a reader that read

the paper and would answer quest ions when he got done. The cigar
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makers could keep r ight  on working and st i l ]  keep up with the cument

events.  I  th ink that 's one reason why Gene majored in Spanish. hje

persuaded my mother and father to let him come out here for that

summer.  whi le he was here,  two of  my wife 's cousins were going to

the col lege of  Mines. He became enamored with the school  and the

people that  he met.  h le persuaded mom to let  h im go to the col lege of

Mines. She did,  so we made a hard-assed engineer out of  what would

have been a Presbyter ian preacher.  His f i rst  job was down at  Ter ' l ingua

at the quicksi lver mine. Then he came here to the c i ty engineer ing

department.  Then Cap Kidd, who was then head of  the Col lege of  Mines,

persuaded him to come out and teach. Then a year or two after that

he went to M.I .T.  and got his master 's and then came back here and

was Dean of  the school  of  Engineer ing for 26 or 2l  years.  He is now

down at  Salado at  a resort  that  is  being developed. Al l  of  h is peers

and brothers- in- law have passed on or are out of  the way. Going back

to Green Springs after papa developed that area the springs

began to put on an advert is ing campaign. A sanator ium was bui l t

there.  I  haven' t  been back there s ince 1927. Both of  the brothers

between Gene and I  have passed on. The only direct  re lat ive that  I

have is a niece. They l ive in c lewiston down on the Okeechobee.

I  le f t  home in  19 . |5 .  I  went  up  to  v is i t  some f r iends  in  Lou isv i l le ,

Kentucky. we went to a party one saturday night and we got a l it i le

t ight .  The old gent leman of  the house dressed us down the next morning.

wel l ,  nei ther one of  us resented i t ;  we knew we were in the wrong.

One day we were walk ing down Twig Street in Louisvi l le and there was
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a s ign  hung over  the  second s to ry  o f  the  bu i ld ing .  I t  sa id ,  "Men

Wanted for the U. S. Army. ' r  We had been discussing the pending

European war.  His son wanted to go and jo in the Canadian Air  Force.

The folks put their  foot  down on i t .  I  had not thought much about

i t  un t i l  a f te r  d iscuss ing  i t  w i th  my f r iend .  t ^ le  dec ided to  en l i s t .

We went up the stairs and they put me on the scales and I had to

gain 6 or 7 pounds. l^le were both underage. He sent me down to the

frui t  stand on the corner and told me to get one hal f  dozen bananag eat them,

then get back m thoscale; futb tre r,qy itstarted. Both of us were sent to

Co lumbus Bar racks ,  0h io ,  wh ich  was the  recru i t  depot .  I t ' s  now

Fort Hays. We were both assigned to the same company. The first

sergeant of  the 26th Recrui t  company was a convert  of  Bi l ly  Sunday.

wh i le  he  was a  s t r i c t  d isc ip ' l inar ian ,  I  never  heard  h im ra ise  h is

voice or bal l  anybody out unmerci fu ' l ' ly .  He suggested that I  take

the Army Administrat ion Course. I  d id and I  was assigned to Fort

Meyer ,  V i rg in ia .  I  had se lec ted  i t .  I  was  ass igned as  a  t roop

c le rk  a t  For t  Meyer .  0n  March  9 , . |916,  V i l la  went  in to  Co lumbus.

Then there were troops here at Fort Bliss. Part of the Tenth

cavalry and an infantry outfit were at Fort Huachuca. They were

the ones that were here on the border. 0n March 13 we received

orders to pack up and go to Mdxico. One of the telephone operators

cal led our f i rst  sergeant before the orders were sent on to

headquarters.  we had several  hours 'head start .  I  belonged to the

Th i rd  Squadron.  The F i rs t  squadron was a t  For t  sher idan,  I l l i no is "

near Chicago. The Second Squadron was at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.
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word was passed to the othen squadrons. ! i le picked up the First

squadron in chicago. The Second Squadron arr ived in corumbus

before we did. we had to stop every few hours to unload the horses,

water them, and feed them. One of those stops was in Fort worth,

Texas. I  was lef t  in charge of  the t ra in af ter  we unroaded the

horses. The coaches were pul led back up to the depot.  I  was si t t ing

there watching a street that  seemed to end at  the rai l road tracks.

whi le I  was si t t ing there I  saw this cowboy r ide up with his chaps

and everything on. 0n the corner was a saloon with the swinging

doors.  He rode his horse r ight  on in there.  (Laughter) .  we f inal ly

got to columbus. I think we were on the road for four days. By the

t ime al l  the other uni ts arr ived and we got ready for f ie ld duty,

we crossed over the border on March 29,. |9. |6.  we had a group of

Apache Indians as scouts.  The Fi f th cavalry t ra ined them before

they lef t  to Hawai i .  The Indians met us at  columbus. The f i rst

n igh t  in  Mdx ico  was co ld .  G ibson 's  Ranch was the  f i rs t  camps i te  in

Mdxico.  There was a lake there and i t  was cold as hel l .  My campmate

and I  put  up our puptent and dur ing the night i t  snowed; we both woke

up in the morning with snow al l  over our feet .  Later my horse was

lamed and I  wasn' t  able to r ide him. Back up from our camp the Indians

went up and there was a very deep arroyo there. That night we were

awakened by the most gosh-awful racket you ever heard. !, le heard some

people going up that way so we went up too. There was the Apache troop

str ipped down and having a war dance. The Mexicans hated the Apaches

worse than anything else in the wor ld,  and the feel ing was mutual .
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You know, i t  was enough to make the hair on the back of your neck

stand up. 0n the way down into Mdxico, nU/ troop was never in any

act ion.  I t  was always the same old th ing; march up and march down.

Final ly we got to El  val le and a permanent camp was set up there.

l,. le were the only cavalry regiment there. There were two regiments

of infantry and one of  mountain battery.  That 's where we started

to  bu i ld  our  mess  ha l l ,  hop ing  to  ge t  i t  ready  fo r  Thanksg iv ing .

we would scout around and sometimes be gone for three or four days.

Al l  dur ing the summel uni ts were al ]owed to go to the Madero Forest

for camping or hunt ing.  we had a guide that had l ived out there.

H is  name was Mi l le r  bu t  they  ca l led  h im Booga l .  He go t  permiss ion

to  go  mounta in  l ion  hunt ing .  we l l ,  he  pu l led  ou t  o f  camp and d idn ' t

take a horse. He didn' t  come back on the f i rst  n ight  so we sent out

a search party. At the time I was a corporal and I had four men

under me. I, le were coming down the side of a mountain and there was

a ledge; three or four feet  below that was another ledge. As I  was

beg inn ing  to  jump,  the  second man sa id ,  "Don ' t  jump,  corpora l ! , '

I  had already jumped. wel l  n we pul led th i r teen rat i lesnakes from

under that  ledge. we didn' t  know whether Boogal  had been bi t ten

by a rat t lesnake or what.  But he f inal ly showed up in camp about

3  o 'c lock  on  the  second day .  He d idn ' t  f ind  any  mounta in  r ions ;  I

th ink he real ly got lost .  The Geronimo Ranch was qui te a place. I t

was in a val ley wi th mountains of f  to the east.  you could see them

from where our camp was. You could see that there was a cave from

the back side. I t  was big enough to put a t roop of  cavalry wi th al l
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the i r  horses  in  i t ;  i t  was  a  huge th ing .  I t  i s  sa id  tha t  Geron imo

and some of his wamiors hid in that  cave to watch the Mexican

troops hunt them. Col .  Wi lder,  who was in command of  the Fi f th

Cavalry,  sent out a patrol .  We had captured a Mexican captain.

He said i f  col .  I^ l i lder would let  h im go, he would go with the patrol

and  p ick  ou t  a l l  the  V i l l i s tas  in  the  v i c in i t y .  He  d idn ' t  go  w i th

the patrol ,  but  the patrol  brought back a whole str ing of  peons.

The captain was put inside of  a tent  wi th a peep-hole.  As the peons

marched by,  he would indicate whether or not they were Vi l l is tas.  He picked

out ifrree VilTistai and the Indians were detaileO to take tfrEm back to

Pershing's headquarters.  I , le l l ,  the Apaches arr ived at  General

Persh ing 's  camp wi thout  any  pr isoners .  0n  inqu i ry  the  Ind ians  sa id

that they got s ick and died. They f inal ly sent out a patrol  and

found al l  three of  the Mexicans hanging from the same tree. The

captain was given a horse and he started out in the opposi te direct ion,

towards the east. Later he was found hanged. we were down there for

l l  months.  As we lef t  colonia Dubla/n,  hay was stacked up a story high

with many bushels of  corn.  I t  was al l  set  on f i re so the Mexicans

cou ldn ' t  ge t  any  benef i t  ou t  o f  i t .  Now,  those poor  o ]d  peons cou ld

have taken the corn and made corn tor t i l las.  The hay could have been

traded'  but  i t  was al l  burned. That shows how wasteful  the army can be.

I can remember that Lieutenant Boyd had a detachment from the Tenth

Cavalry,  the colored outf i t ,  and was told to go to a place beyond

camizal  .  when he got there the camancista commander to ld him

not to go through. wel l ,  he started to go through and the Mexicans
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open f i re and ki l led qui te a few. They took the rest  pr isoners

and Lieutenant Boyd was ki l led.  l , t |e sat  in the camp and we never

made a move. l , r le could have been there in 24 houFs.

know. . . the  th ing  o f  i t  i s ,  you  ques t ion  the  super io r

never

says ,

"We l l ,  JOU haven ' t  go t  the  b ig  p ic tu re , "  and  o f  course  your  don ' t  have .

The last  t ime vi ] ]a took Ju/rez he sent word to the mayor.  They

thought i t  was not r ight  to f ight  on sunday. so one minute af ter

twelve on sunday night v i l la was going to at tack Ju{rez.  Sure

enough, that 's the way i t  started. My wife and I  at  that  t ime

were  l i v ing  on  whee l ing  s t ree t .  The house was bu i l t  on  the  h igh

side and in the back was a s leeping porch with screening. I t  was

up on posts.  My wife woke me up and said,  , 'Vi l la is taking Jua'rez! , '

I  sa id ,  "Wel l ,  le t  h im take  i t . , ,  She sa id ,  , 'He  doesn ' t  do  i t  every

day ! "  I  sa id ,  "No,  bu t  he  does  i t  every  year . "  So I  ro l led  over

and went back to s leep. But the next day the r i f le f i re was coming

over here.  They put a cannon in the middle of  the br idge and sent

word to v i l la 's t roops who were al l  in the old race track out there;

that was close to town. I f  any more f i r ing came onto th is s ide of  the

r iver,  our t roops would go in and f i re where the Mexicans were. Final ly

the order was given to f i re.  They f i red one shel l  and i t  went r ight

in to  the  race  t rack  and i t  k i l l ed  a  he l l  o f  a  lo t  o f  them over  there .

Then the Mexican troops began to withdraw. Our cavalry troops started

to chase them. They chased them all day and then turned around and

came back. 0n our way down and through the various camps there were

a lot  of  chinese in Mdxico.  They got scared or were to ld to leave,

so they appealed to General Pershing to designate them as refugees

and br ing them back to the States.  This was done. l^ le were not al lowed

But you

and he
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Co f ratern ize wi th  the se ior i tas.  I t  seems they were af ra id  of

gonorrhea. Anyway, a whorehouse was established under medical super-
vision. These women were examined everyday; the men were examined

before they went in and after they came out. We had no venereal

d isease breakout .  So tha t  shows tha t  maybe those h igher  up . . .we

d idn ' t  have  the  b ig  p ic tu re ,  bu t  they  d id .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I  can  te l l

you  un less  you have some spec i f i c  ques t ions .

N: What was the purpose of having you stationed down there for l l  months

wi thout  be ing  invo lved in  ba t t le?

T: We were strung out f rom the border c lear on down to Ojo Cal iente,  our

farthest camp. Before we even went into Mdxico Pancho Vil la was

promised, because he had cleared the northern half of Mdxico of any

other revolutionary people, recognition by the State Department as

de facto president of  Mdxico.  Then Caranza started north.  Actual ly,

you couldn' t  te] ' l  one from the other.  Just  l ike the North Koreans

and the South Koreans or the North and South Vietnamese. We were

sent down there for  the paci f icat ion of  Mdxico.  I , r le didn' t  do much

to paci fy i t ,  but  I  do th ink i t  had a sober ing ef fect .  Another ef fect  - -

our troop had come back from Hawaii and they were stationed at Fort

Apache, Ar izona. Al l  they did was r ide patrol  around the Indian

reservation. Every summer they would go up to Tobihana, Pennsylvania

to give t ra in ing to the Nat ional  Guard. The American troops had not

been in  the  f ie ld  fo r  a  long t ime.  I t  gave us  the  fee ' l ing  o f  f ie ld

duty.  I t  a lso gave the 35-40,000 Nat ional  Guard t roops the feel ing of

f ie ld duty.  The western part  of  lower Cal i fornia had been more or less

qu ie t .  Because c r f  the  Ind ians ,  the  Tarahuntaras ,  no  one cou ld  go  in

there except a few mining people.  we got pret ty good training whi le

we urere down there.
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N :

T:

You somet imes hear  the  suggest ion  tha t  the  Persh ing  Exped i t ion  was

the t ra in ing ground for the U. S. for  h lor ' ld War I .

Yes sir .  We cou' ld te l l  whether our equipment was capable of  maintaining

a un i t  in  the  f ie ld .  Pres ident  w i l son  sa id ,  "The wor ld  i s  sa fe  fo r

democracy."  Mr.  Roosevel t  said,  "Your sons wi l I  never f ight  on

fore ign  so i1 . "  Go ing  back  to  
. |914,  

the  mar ines  captured  about  4000

Mexicans and brought them back as pr isoners.  But I  do know this:

af ter  carranza began to gain popular i ty,  he was recognized as the

de facto president of  Mdxico.  I  have always fel t  that  Vi l la at tacked

columbus in repr isal  for  that  recogni t ion,  and also because he asked

that his t roops be al lowed to come in a f ie ld t ra in to Nogales,  Ar izona,

where Vi l la had a very large force. I t 's  just  too bad we have so many

pol i t ic ians and so few statesmen among us.

Do you remember any personal i t ies or indiv iduals at  the t ime you were

in Mdxico that part icular ly impressed you?

0n1y Genera' l  Funston. He came down on an inspect ion t r ip one t ime.

whi le he was a man of  smal l  physica' l  stature,  he was a great soldier.

He had the respect of  more enl isted peop' le than almost any of f icer I

have ever known. The only other character was co]. Tommy Tompkins of

the Seventh Cavalry.  He was noted for his red beard and his red-headed

language. I remember one time at a polo game on sunday afternoon.

There were four ladies that  came up in a tour ing car wi thout any top

on i t .  They started to cross the polo f ie ld so they could see a l i t t le

better.  Tompkins hol lered, "Hey, get the hel l  out  of  there!"  He trot ted

out  to  the  car  and one o f  the  lad ies  sa id ,  "h lhy  Co lohe l l "  He Sa id ,  "WeI1 ,

excuse me lad ies ,  bu t ,  goddammi t ,  you 've

N:

T:



Thomas 11

got  no  bus iness  on  th is  po lo  f ie ' ld - "  He was gu i te  a  man.  I  wou ld

say that the average of f icers we had in Mdxico were run of  the mi l l .

My troop commander was old col .  Barton. He had ulcers and l ived on

condensed mi lk most of  the t ime. The only character we had was old

Sergeant Shichinger,  the f i rst  sergeant.  He jo ined the Fi f th Cavalry

whi le the t roops were in Tampa, Flor ida.  He was qui te a character.

He st i l l  had a heavy accent.  when the 82nd Field Art i l lery was

act ivated here,  he was given a captaincy and put in command of  a

bat te ry  o f  a r t i l l e ry .  He d idn ' t  know any th ing  about  a r t i l l e ry .

He had not been highly educated, l ike many of  the inrmigrants back

in those days, but he was a real  soldier.  } , le were having pistol

pract ice out at  the range and we had targets hung down from a l ine.

we were using automat ic pistols.  As your turn came, you raised your

pistol  and shot as you came down with i t .  Wel l ,  the old man was

s i t t ing  on  h is  horse  and when he  pu l led  the  t r igger  he  pu t  a  ho le

in the brim of his hat. He turned around to the troop commander and

said,  " I  hand you my gun and my resignat ion.  Any damn foor that  wourd

d0 that doesn' t  deserve to be the f i rst  sergeant of  any t roop."

Go ing  back  to  our  a r r i v ing  here ;  there  was no  c iv i l ian  border  pa t ro l ,

so the t roop had to take care of  that .  Our t roop drew one detai l .

Ide went to Fabens and started the camp there. I^le would send out

patrols as far  as Fort  Hancock and the rai l road br idges and places

where Mexicans were normally traveling back and forth. I^Je had a major

by the name of John O'shay. whenever he was officer of the day, the

sentry at number one post would come out and say, "Turn out the guard,
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John 0 'Shay ! "  The man wou ld  come about  and say ,  I 'What  d id  you say? ' l

There was an o]d pioneer,  General  Glasgow --  he got to be a one star

general. At the time he commanded our squadron in M6xico he was a

major.  He marr ied the daughter of  one of  the pioneers here on

Magoff in Street.  He mamied into the Magoff in famiry.  when he

died two years d9o, he was the oldest l iv ing graduate of  West point .

Wel l ,  he ret i red and went to work wi th the aluminum people down there.

There  is  one daughter  l i v ing ;  she  was the  l ib ra r ian  ou t  a t  the  For t

Bl iss school  for  years.  One son passed away and there is another

one l iv ing here in El  Paso, but he is in very bad shape. General

Glasgow was his name. I  never knew him to get mad except for  one

t ime. In one of  the camps there was a smal l  r iver and t ime was set

up for each squadron to take their horses down to the river. Somewhere

along the l ine th is other squadron had missed outn but they were

wait ing r ight  ahead of  us.  The colonel  ra ised hel l  wi th that  squadron

conmander.  Real ly,  I  have no r ight  to cr i t ic ize the army because i t

has been good to me. From August . |3,  
l9 l5 unt i l  I  ret i red in June of

1955 I  belonged to the army ei ther on act ive duty or reserve. Not

one time was I without a commission. They used to renew it every

f ive years.  I  came in as a buck pr ivate and I  rose very rapid ' ly ,

but I was a captain for God knows how long a time. Then I was made

maior in ]943 and less than a year later I  was made l ieutenant colonel .

I  draw the ret i red pay for a ret i red colonel  of  th i r ty years service.

Are there any memories that you have of the city of El paso after you

came out of  Mdxico and were stat ioned at  Fort  Bl iss?
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Back  i n  those  days  we  d idn ' t  have  a  m i l i t a ry  po l i ce .  Sou th  o f  $ve r land

Street the mi l i tary was not al lowed to walk the streets unless there

were two or more. so mi l i tary pol ice had to be partners.  Down there

was a  p ' lace  they  ca l led  the  B lockhouse.  I t  was  d  square  uu i to i r ig

w i th  a  pa t io  in  the  midd le .  I t  was  f i l l ed  w i th  so-ca l led  lad ies  o f

the night.  They al l  had a pol ice whist le.  My partner and I  were

circ l ing through the Horseshoe Bar and al ' l  of  a sudden we heard the

pol ice whist les blowing. we ducked out the back door and went down

the al ley.  Both of  us t r ipped over something. hle turned on our

f lashl ights and there was a Mexican ly ing there wi th two butcher

knives stuck in him. By the t ime we got back to the Blockhouse

i t  had qu ie ted  down.  we d idn ' t  f ind  any th ing  except  the  g i r l s  go ing

back to their  rooms. when I  came out of  Mdxico,  Er paso didn' t  go

much further east than Five Points.  The streetcar ran up the hi l l  to

Piedras and then out to McKinley and out to Fort  Bl iss.  There was

another l ine heading out the smelter way. I  don' t  remember i f  there

was one on Mesa or not.  I  l ived down in the val ley part  of  the t ime;

I  used to catch the inter-urban. I t  ran f rom here to ysleta;  I  don' t

th ink i t  went to Fabens. Piedras street at  that  t ime was rea' l Iy

scattered. Manhattan Heights was there and then there was a vacant

space. There were a few houses up near the post but they weren' t  bui l t

up  so1 id .  Where  we ' re ' l i v ing  today ,  we cou ld  have bought  i t  a l l  fo r

25d an acre.  0f  course, there were 60,000 to 80,000 peopre here at

that  t ime. About 90% couldn' t  read Engl ish and E0% of those couldn' t

speak  Eng l ish .  I t  was  a  tough l i t t le  town;  tha t  i s  one th ing  tha t  I
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can say for i t .  At  that  t ime al ' l  of  the colored populat ion were ei ther

pul lman porters or barbers.  There were colored people in every barber

shop; several  owned their  own shops. I  don' t  remember any white

barbers at  a l l .  By the Popular Dry Goods on the Texas Street entrance

was the Silverberg Brothers Jewelry Store. Across on the corner was

the Albert 's  Jewelry Store.  I  don' t  remember where Hixon's was at

that t ime. 0n the northeast corner of Texas and Mesa was the Sun Drug

Company. 0n the opposi te s ide of  the street was the El i te Confect ionery.

Up from the Sun Drug Co. was a dent ist ,  Dr.  Ortner.  He was a great

dent is t  i f  you  caught  h im when he  d idn ' t  have too  much to  d r ink .  Then

in between was a Mr. Nord, who had a watch repair. Then there was Mrs.

c lark 's cafeter ia,  which was the most popular place to eat downtown in

those days. Most of  the drug stores had a lunch counter.  The Harvey

House at  the rai l road stat ion was a del ight fu l  p lace. Then next to

Mrs.  Clark 's was the Nat ions Meat Market and Grocery.  I t  was a big

affai r .  0n the corner was the Orndorf f  Hotel .  Up the street,  across

the tracks at  Mesa and Main on the west s ide,  was the Crawford Theater.

We had travel ing stock companies come through here.  When we f i rst  came

out of Mdxico and there were so many soldiers here, the stock company

was the Teal  stock company. He had a group of  gals,  s ingers and dancers,

who were  the  Tea l  Duck l ings .  They  wou ld  pu t  on  a  n ice  l i t t le  bur lesque.

The place was packed all of the time. 0n the northwest corner of Texas

and Campbel l ,  across the street f rom where Metcal f 's  is  now, was the big

theater.  I t  was most ly movies,  but dur ing the season many stock companies

would come there.  Many of  the plays had noted names. The Quinn brothers

were operat ing i t .  I t  was the Texas Grand Theater.  My wife 's mother

and father were here; they had a specialty shop here.
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