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The fo l low ing  in te rv iew w ' i l l  be  w i th  two s is te rs  o f  the  Lore t to

order .  They  were  p ' ioneers  jn  a jd ing  the  educat jona l  f ie ld  here  in  E l

Paso :  S js te r  Pancra t ' i a  and  S js te r  Rose  C la re .  Cou ld  you  te l l  us  when

and where  you were  born? F i rs t  o f  a l l  your  name,  your  persona l  name

and then your  re l ig ious  name.

My persona l  name is  I rma Madarasz ,  bu t  you '1 . |  never  be  ab le  to  spe11

tha t .  I  was  born  in  E l  Paso .

And your  re l ig ious  name is ro f  course ,  S is te r  Mary  Pancra t ia .

My name js  Rose A l ice  McWhor te r  and my re l ig ious  name' is  S is te r  Rose

Cla re .  I 'm  a  na t i ve  o f  Mob i le ,  A labama.

Cou ld  you te ' l l  us  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  paren ts  and where  they  l i ved

here ,  S js te r  Pancra t ia ,  what  your  fa ther  d id?

My father came from Hungary and my grandfather was one of  the group

expe ' l led  f rom Hungary  in  Lhe revo lu t jon ,  in  the  lB50 's .  They  came to

th is  count ry .  My fa ther  and my mother  were  mar r ied  here ' in  E l  Paso.

My mother  was born  in  C l j f ton ,  Texas ,  and my fa ther  was a  broker .

S is te r  Rose  C la re?

I  can ' t  te l i  very  much because I  was  qu i te  young when my parents  d ied .

But they are Anrer icans, they were both born ' in th is country.  But I

Ios t  my parents  a t  a  very  ear ly  age.

What  d id  your  fa ther  do ,  do  you know?

I real ly don' t ,  know because my father d ' ied three months before I  was

born .

I  see .  Where  were  you educated ,  S is te r  Pancra t ia?

I  was educated ' in Lor:et to Heights Academy in Denver,  Colorado. I

rece jved my degrees  in  Gree ley ,  Co lorado,  and my l ib ra ry  degree I

Y :

M:

M:

p .

M .

D .

t't :

R:

M:

p .
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D .

M:

P:

rece ived ' in  Denver  Un ive rs i t y .

Do you remember any of  your teachers? Wel I

school  .

We l l ,  mos t .

Do any stand out part icular ' ly?

0h yes ,  Mother  Pancra t ia .  Mother  Pancra t ia

f i ve  years  o ld ,  a t  Lore t to  He igh ts  Academy.

Page ?

,  a l  I  a longpr imary,  h ' igh

us

M:

P :

M .

tu to rsh ip .

I  guess  tha t ' s  why  you chose the  name Pancra t ia?

Yes .

Your  assoc ia t ion  w i th  her  and  admi ra t ion

a  l i t t l e  b j t  abou t  the  d isc ip l ine  in ,  fo r

dur ing  your  educa t ion?

0h, I  can remember I  used to get spanked

took me as

i  grew up

a baby,  just

under  he r

when I  was  l i t t l e .

and everyone that

one o f  the  main

was a  board ing

for  her .  Cou ld  you te1)

example ,what  s tands  ou t

P: qu j t e  a  b i t

But  they  used  to  have  a  pun ish  c lass  in  the  even jng

had marks  had to  go  to  tha t  pun ish  c lass .  That  was

ways in  wh ich  they  d jsc ip l ined  there .  0 f  course ,  i t

schoo l  en t i re l J r  ro  day  pup i l s .

What  d id  they  expec t  you  to  do  as  pun ishment  in  pun ishment  c lass?

! r |e  jus t  s imp ly  sa t  there .

Tha t  was  pun ishment ,  I 'm  sure .  A l1  r igh t ,and  S is te r  Rose  C la re ,

where were you educated?

In Alabama,and I  went to boarding school  ' in Montgomery,  Alabama.

Then I  had my nominal  t ra in ing at  the Mother House and at tended

var jous  co i  1  eges .
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M:

D .

M:

R:

Iil :

Do any of  your teachers,  d id any of  them leave a memory wi th you, a

special  memory?

Yes, I  should say that they were very c lose to me because they were

as mothers to me. I  had lost  my mother at  the age of  four.  I  was

very c lose to them because they mothered me and djd so much for me.

There 's  one s is te r  here  a t  Nazare th  tha t  taught  me when I  was  a

ch i ld ,  S ' i s te r  Mary  Dora .  She 's  an  E l  Paso  g i r l ,  too .

I  see .  What  s tands  ou t  f rom your  educat iona l  years?

They ' re  jus t  days  o f  happy  memor ies  as  fa r  as  I  can  say .  The compet i -

t i on  was  jus t  someth ing  tha t  was  exubera t ' i ng  a t  a l l  t imes .  I  can ' t

nemember  any th ing ,  jus t  the  happ iness  o f  i t  a l l .

That ' s  wonder fu l .  Le t ' s  see ,  when d id  you come to  E l  Paso S is te r

Rose?  i  know.you ' re  no t  f rom here .

I  came to  E l  Paso r igh t  f rom the  nov i t ia te  a f te r  my nomina l  t ra in ing .

I  had my nov i t ja te  t ra in ' ing  in  1922 and I  taught  in  o ld  S t .  Joseph 's

Academy fo r  a  year ,  wh i le  Lore t to ,  the  present  Lore t to  was in  con-

s t ruc t ion .  Then,  the  fo l low ing  September  we moved in to  the  quar te rs

tha t  year ,  f rom St .  Joseph 's .  Lore t to  ' i s  rea l l y  an  ex tens ion  o f

S t .  Joseph Acadenry ,  wh ich  was loca ted  a t  704 N.  E l  Paso St ree t .  Mother

Praxedes, who was our Super ior  General  for  twenty-f ive years,  went out

o f  o f f i ce .  I t  was  she who came out  here  to  t l  Paso to  bu i ld  Lore t to

Academy, and she brought me out tn 1922. I  taught one year at  o ld St.

Joseph Academy wh i le  th is  p lace  was in  cons t ruc t ' ion .

When  d id  t ha t  c l ose?

I t  c ' l osed  as  an  academy ' i n  June , l 923 . I t  con t i nued  as  an  educa t i ona l
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center for  the s isters f rom Mdxico when they were having so much

t roub le  and persecut ion .  Then la te r  a f te r  they  le f t , they  went  back  to

var ious  Mother  Houses  jn  the  c i ty  and probab ly  ' in  fo re ign  count r ies .

The S is te rs  o f  Lore t to  took  i t  over  as  a  h igh  schoo l  fo r  the  Mex ican

g i r l s  and they  taught  there  fo r  a  number  o f  years  un t i l  i t  was  t ime

to  c lose .

As I  remember I  had a f r jend who had gone to St.  Joseph.

l . le l l  see, they had a lovely h ' igh school  down there and they taught

there for  a number of  years.  There were so many gir ls who wanted

i t ,  a  Ca tho l i c  H igh .Schoo l ,  bu t  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  Lore t to  and

d is tance  too .

M:

R:

M: Now that school  was

year?  St .  Joseph.

I  can ' t  remember .

I  th ink  as  la te  as

I  th ink  ' i t  was .

i n  ope ra t i on ,  as  a  h i gh  schoo l ,  as  l a t e  as  wha t

the  40 's ,  I  th  jnk  in  the  la te  40 's  o r  ear l y '50 's .

Then  i 'm  go ing  to  ask  S is te r  Pancra t ia  abou t  the  homes,  the  fu rn jsh -

ings ,  the  hea t ing ,  and  a l l  tha t  you  can  remember  more  o r  less  in  the

t ime when you a1l  started Loret to Academey, here in El  Paso.

Wel l  the  heat ingr  we had regu la r  rad ia to rs  tha t  used to  leak 'o f

course ,  l i ke  every  rad ja to r  leaks .  Then ,  our  fu rn ish ings ,  we  rea11y

l ived a l i fe of  poverty.  l ,Je had a pret ty hard t ime gett ing started

because we had few g i r l s  to  beg in  w i th ,  boarders ,  and the  boarders

were real' ly the source of income. For a few years we had a hard

t ime,  bu t  we p lugged a ' long  and Mother  P t 'axedes pu ' l led  us  ou t  o f  i t .

R:

M:

P :

M :

p .
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Wherewere those bunga lows ment ioned in  the  ar t i c le?

The two r ight  here beyond us.

0n Trowbridge and Hardaway and they were bui l t  on the prem' ises.

But  they ' re  no t  there  anymore?

0h, yes i

One is  the  home economjcs  depar tment  and the  o ther  one is  where

some o f  the  s i s te rs  a re  l i v ing  now.  I t  used  to  be  the  chap la in ' s

home.

Your  chap la jn  used to  be  Father  Pa ' ine?

That ' s  r igh t .

i  had  met  h im ' in  Guada lupe .  I  go  to  h is  l0  o ' c lock  mass .  I  th ink

S is te r  Rose C lare  was te l l ing  us  be fore  the  in te rv iew about  where  you

got  your  food,  your  g rocc ! " ies ,  S ' i s te r .

!^ le used to get qui te a bi t  f rom the wholesale grocers here in town.

Most of  them are nonexjstant now, but we depended a great deal  upon

the fresh produce from the va11ey. Men would come in t rucks each

morn ing  and S is te r  wou ld  buy  i t  f rom the  t rucks .  I t  was  a  b ig  he lp

and at  the same t ime we procured the very best we could get.  l^ Ie also

t raded w j th  the  who lesa le  s to res  in  town,  bu t  many o f  them are  no  longer

ex is t ing .

D id  you  want  to  te l l  me the  l i t t l e  s to ry  abou t  the . . .?

l ^ le l l ,  we had an  e lder ly  s is te r  who was in  the  k j tchen,  she had been

down at  St.  Joseph Academy, Sister Yudora.  She was very fond of  b ' i rds

and she had three or four pet canar ies.  0f  course, they came to

l i ve  a t  Lore t to  w j th  her  f rom o ld  S t .  Joseph 's  Academy.  She used to

M .

n .
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keep them out  on  the  l i t t le  porch  r igh t  in  back  o f  the  k i tchen,  as  i t

were .  They  ch i rped  and  ch i rped  a l l  the  t ime .  S js te r  Rosa l je  a t  the

t ime was a procurabss. 0f  course, as I  say,we had hard t imes. I t  was

dur ing  the  hpress ion  years  a t  the  same t jme we were  bu i ld ing  Lore t to .

We scrapped for every penny that we needed and worked for i t  too.  So

the  s is te rs  used to  make remarks  in  La t in ,  remarks  to  S is te r  Yudora .

"Hey ,S is te r  Yudora ,  wha t ' s  the  mat te r  w i th  your  b i rds?  lou r  canar ies

do  no th jng  bu t  beep  cheep ,  cheep ,  cheep ,  cheep ,  cheep . "  Her  rep1y ,

her  re to r t  was ,  "We1 l  how can  they  do  any th ing  e1se ,  when  tha t ' s  a l l

they  hear  f rom S is te r  Rosa l ie  f rom the  w jndow s i l l ,  'G ive  j t  to  us

cheap ,  g ive  i t  to  us  cheap ,  cheap ,  cheap ,  cheap .  " '  ( l augh te r )

That  was f ine .  Then I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  you about ,  do  any  o f  you  remember

what  t ranspor ta t ion  was l i ke?  How d id  you used to  ge t  a round?

I, ' le used to go on the streetcar.  l , r le walked down to,  what was that?

Rooseve l t  S t ree t ,  about  th ree  b locks  down.  I ^ le  had to  wa lk  down w i th  the

b laz ing  ho t  sun .  There  was no th ing  around here ,  you  know.

I t  was  the  en t rance o f  Aus t in  Ter race .

I t  was  rea l l y  the  end o f  the  car  l ine ;  i t  seerned jus t  about  a  b lock

beyond where we used to get on.

See , jn  those  days  we were  ou ts ide  o f  the  c i t y  i im i t s .  Tha t ' s  as  fa r

as  the  bus  went ,  so  we wa lked down f rom Lore t to ,  rea l l y  a  good

t h ree  b l  ocks .

You near ly  made your  school  r ight  above us.  l^Je

Med i ca l  Cen te r  and  acco rd ing  t o  t h ' i s  a r t i c l e ' i n

you near ly  bought  that  p l  ace.

I ^ l e  d id  buy . . .we  owned  Go lden  H i l  l ,  t ha t  pa r t  o f

I  i ve  r i gh t  be low

the  pape r  i t  sa i d

p .

P:

n .
n .

M:

R: i t ,  I ' d  say .  Bu t  when
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Mother Praxedes came they had the archj tectual  drawings ready. The

arch i tec ts  went  to  our  Mother  House w i th  Mr .  Morgan,  Mr .  J .  E .  Morgan,

who was the contractor,  and Trost  and Trost  were the arch' i tects.

They went to Loret to for  the f inal  approval  of  the drawings, and

Mother Praxedes looked them over and jn her wisdom and knowledge o, f

bu i ld ings ,  she  sa id  she  d idn ' t  th ink  i t  was  a  su i tab le  p lace  because

i t  was  so  inaccess ib le .  I t  wou ld  cos t  a  fo r tune to  g rade i t  and there

was a lso  the  ques t ion  o f  ge t t ing  the  water  up  there .  So she to ld

them tha t  she  wou ld  ho ld  o f f  fo r  a  wh j le ,  tha t ' i t  was  be t te r  to

de lay  i t  un t j l  she  cou ld  come out  and see j f  she  cou ld  f ind  a  more

su i tab le  loca t ion .  ! . l i th in  a  shor t  t ime,  she came to  E l  Paso.  The

cont rac tor  and arch i tec t  took  her  ou t ,  and she spot ted  th is  p lace

ou ts ide  o f  the  c i t y  l im i t s .

The  a l ley  was  the  c i t y  l i n r i t s .

Yes ,  we were  5  1 /2  mi les  ou t .

The  bunga lows  were  ou t  o f  the  c i t y  f im i t s .

l {e  were  5  1 /2  m ' i les  f rom the  center  o f  town,  so  she sa id ,  "Th js  i s  the

spo t , "  and  j t ' s  a lmos t  l9  ac res .  So  they  purchased  th is  and  we s t i l l

had  Go lden H i l l  on  our  hands .  But  I  remember  la te r  on

t hey  had  a  cave - jn  and  o f  cou rse ' i t  was  ve ry  ha rd  to  se l l  t he  p lace  on

accoun t  o f  t ha t ,  t hen  a l so  t he  d i f f i cu l t i es  o f  bu i l d i ng  and  eve ry th i ng .

We had  to  mee t  ou r  t axes  as  usua l  because  we  weren ' t  us ing  i t  f o r  an

educa t i ona l  pu rpose .  t , j e  f i na l l y  deeded  j t  t o  t he  c i t y ,  and  they  took

i t  ove r  w i t h  t he  t axes .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  c i t y  so ld  i t  t o  i nd i v i dua l

bu ' i l de rs  o r  someth ing ,  and  they  deve loped  Med ica l  Cen te r .

M :  Wha t  schoo ls  d id  you r  o rde r  se t  up  i n  E l  Paso ,  S i s te r  Panc ra t i a?

R .

P:

R :
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What  was  tha t . . .

Sacred Hear t .

Sacred Heart  and Guart l ian Angel

schoo ls .  The  s is te rs  a ' l l  l i ved

So they  had  to  90 . . .

A t  f i r s t . . .

Page I

M

I

P:

M:

D .

0h ,  i  don ' t  know exac t l y  t ha t  t hey  se t  t hem up ,  bu t  t he  f i r s t

schoo ls  tha t  t hey  taugh t  a t  ue re  S t .  Mary ' s ,  wh fch  i s  no t  j n  ex i s tence

n0w.

The one on Myr  t le?

Yes ,  t he  one  d l  l ' l y r t l e .  Then  they  had  s t .  I gna t i us  down town ;  we  don  ' t

have that  anymore.  t r *Je don ' t  have any of  them anymore except  s t .

Joseph  and  ca thed ra l .  Then  a t  one  t ' ime  they  had  Ho ly  Fami l y  ove r  i n

Sun  se t .

R

P

R

M:

p .

0h, they had to take the streetcar every t ime to

and come back?

Yes,  and St .  Pat r i ck  and St .  Joseph opened around

tha t  Lore t to  d id .

Now St .  Pat ,  the  o ld  S t .  Pa t r i ck ,  they  added tha t

Tha t  was  bu i l t  l a te r .

At the same. .  .

Yes ,  we  taugh t  jn  a l l  those

out  here .

go down to teach

the same t ime

add ' i t i on  t o  i t .

A t  S t .  Joseph  Schoo l .

Wha t  sub jec ts  were  taugh t?  Do  you  remember ,  S i s te r ,  a t  S t .  Joseph?

i ^ le  had  sub jec ts  on  a  regu la r  c red i t  cu r r i cu lum.  I  t augh t  f i f t h

g rade  down  a t  S t .  Joseph .  I  t augh t  t he  regu ' l a r  cu r i cu lum sub jec ts .
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M:

P:

M:

I t  was an accredi ted school .  l l le taught and had school  f rom the

pr imer to the twel f th grade. In those days there was no kindergarden,

t&  ca l led  i t  p r imer ,  { t  was  a  p repara t ' ion  o f  f i r s t  g rade,  bu t  in

those days  the  ch i ld r "en  rea l l y  learned in  the  pr imer  what  they

learned in  the  f j rs t  g rade.  We took  them a t  the  age o f  f i ve  in

those days. I  had the f i f th and sixth grades down there.  When I

t ransferred out here,  I  took the babies f rom pr imary grades.

Whered id  you f  i r s t  teach,  S i  s te r  Pancra t ia?

In  Co lo rado .

I  thought  the  ar t i c le  was about  you.  I t  sa id  you had been a

teacher before you entered the order.

Yes. I  taught four years before I  pntered] the order.  Then I  went

to  co l lege and f in ' i shed up ,  and then I  went  to  the  orders  as  soon

as I  had go t ten  mY master 's  degree.

l ^ lh ich  one o f  you  wou ld  l ' i ke  to  te l l  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  h is to ry

o f  the  Lore t to  Order  - -where  i t  was  founded and when?

The founder  was  a  Be lg ian .  He  came over ,  he  was  expe11ed .  I t  was

the  t ime o f  the  revo l  u t ' ion  over  there .

The French,  they  had so  much t roub le .

He  was  ' i n  h id ing  fo r  qu i te  awh j le ,  and  then  f ina l l y  B ishop  Caro l

b rought  h im over  here .  He s tayed in  Ba l t imore  fo r  qu i te  a  wh i le ,

learned the  Eng l ish  language,  and then B ishop Caro l  sen t  h jm to

Kentucky.

What  was h is  name?

Ner inckx .  We don ' t  spe l l  Ner inx ,  Kentucky  tha t i t ' s  j us t  Ner inx ,
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because of  the postage. we have our own post of f ice,  and because

of  the  spe l l ing ,  they  have shor tened i t .  Then Father  came over

here and had a very hard t ime of  course. He f inal ly got these

three  young lad ies  who wanted  to  be  teachers .  They  s ta r ted  the

teach ing  o f  ch j ld ren .  They  to ld  Fa ther  tha t  they  wanted  to  be

re l ig ious ,  so  he  t ra ined  them,  and  they  became re l ig ' i ous .  Fa ther

Ner inx  l i ved  on  a t  Lo re t to  un t i l  t he  lB20 's .  The  o rder  was  founded

in  1812,  and then f ron  tha t  t ime,  why they  have jus t  g rown.  l rJe

have severa l  houses  ou t  jn  Ca l i fo rn ' ia  and many in  th is  par t  o f

the  count ry ,  the  Mjdwest ,  and the  South .

You care  to  add someth ing  to  i t?

Migh t  say  tha t  he  s tud jed  Eng l i sh  be fo re .  He  wasn ' t  ab le  to  go  r igh t

' in to  the  because he  d idn ' t  know the  language ana / iU ' those

days the United States was a foreign country.  He volunteered

for  the  miss ions  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  He was no  longer  ab le  to  use

h, is  p r ies t l y  facu l t ies  in  Be lg ium on account  o f  the  French Revo lu t ion .

He  lea rned  the  Eng l i sh  language ;  he  took  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  Eng l i sh  work

' in  the  Eng l ish  language w i th  the  Trapp is t  Fa thers  jn  Kentucky .

The Trapp is t  monastery  in  Kentucky  bought  the i r  p roper ty  f rom us .

What i  s the nanrc of  that  nronastery?

The Excenredy .  i  th r 'nk  he  a lso  worked in  Lou is iana fo r  a  wh i le ,

tha t  was  h is  f i rs t  s topover .  He was des t ined fo r  Kentucky ,  the

wi lds  o f  Kentucky ,  and he  rode a l l  n igh t  long  somet imes f rom

one l i t t l e  m iss ion  town to  the  o ther .  He  never  go t  ou t  o f  the

M:

R:

P :

M :

R :
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sadd le  fo r  n igh ts ,  go ing  f rom one  l i t t l e  m jss jon  town to  ano ther ,

because there  were  two or  thnee pr ies ts  in  Kentucky  do . ing  miss ionary

work  a t  tha t  t jme .  Then  he ,  as  S is te r  sa id ,  rea ' l i zed  the  d i re  necess i t y

o f  educa t ion  o f  the  ch i ld ren .

l , Jas  he  what  we ca l l  a  d iocese or  someth ing?

He was jus t  a  secu la r  p r ies t .  He was wanted ,  there  was a  pr ice

put  on  h is  head,  because he  d id  so  much work  fo r  the  ca tho l i c

Church  in  Be lg ium.  He  used  to  d isgu ise  h . imse l f ,  he ,d  be  a  ca rpen te r

one t jn ie and nuybe a mi lkman. He would say mass at  the homes of

the  peop le  ear l y  in  the  morn ing .  H js  aun t  was  a  re l ig ious  in  th j s

hosp i ta l  and he  l i ved  jn  the  a t t i c ,  because they  hounded h im.  He wou ld

say  mass  a t  two o 'c lock  and then leave in  the  morn . ing ,  the  wee

hours  o f  the  morn ing .  Then he  wou ld  take  care  o f  s ick  pa t ien ts  a t  n igh t .

And  when there  was  no  danger  o f  h im be ing . ' . .

Th ' i s  was  in  Be lg iunr?

Tha t  was  in  Be lg ium.  He  d idn ' t  wan t  to  con t i rue  l i ke  tha t ,  because

i t  seened  l ' i ke  the  revo lu t ion  was  a t  j t , s  he igh t ,  and  so  he

vo l  un  teered .

Very  much l j ke  what  happened in  Mdx ico ,  r igh t?

Yes.  When he came over  here ,  h ' i s  fa ther  was a  doc tor .  He came f rom a  la rqe

famj ly ;  he  was the  o ldes t  o f  the  la rge  fami ly .

cou ld  you te l l  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  the  present  h is to ry ,  the  present

ac t iv i t y  o f  the  order?  Are  a l l  o f  you  s js te rs  ded ica ted  to  teach ing

or  do  you have some o ther  f ie ld?

No,  no t  now.  Not  now s jnce  they 've  gone in to  secu la r  c lo thes- ,

M:

D .
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whjch  i s  abou t  e igh t  years .  They ' re  do ing  soc ia i  work ,  and  some

of  thenr  r igh t  here  are  teach ' ing  in  the  pub l ic  schoo ls "  some tha t

l j ve  over  here  in  Lore t to  teach in  the  pub l ic  schoo ls .  Most  o f

them,  I  th jnk ,  a re  in  educa t ion  work ,  bu t  i t ' s  a l so  soc ia l  work .

Two s is te rs  a re  in  Sa igon now runn ing  an  orphanage.  One o f  our

t ra ined  nurses . . .

And  some in  La  Paz ,  Bo l i v ia .

Yes ,  I  wanted  to  ask  you tha t ,  whether  your  houses  were  l im i ted

to  jus t  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  or  whether  you had. . .

we d id  have two houses  in  ch ina ,  bu t  when the  war  came a long the

Holy Father to ld the s isters that  they would have to come back to

th is  count ry .

They were real ly expel led.  Two or three were over there and they

were  jn  communjs t i c  camps.

That  was the  Japanese,  Ch inese ln la r .

Ch i  nese .

That wasn' t  l , lor ld I^Jar.  .  .

They were consjdered forejgners,  you see.

Anc i  they . .  .

They were in the concentrat ion camps for a year or two.

What  do  you cons ider  to  be  the  fu tu re  fo r  the  Lore t to  0 rder?  Le t ' s

say  here  in  E l  Paso?

l . le don' t  know.

Your  no t  mak ing  any  pred jc t ions ,  e i ther?

P:

R:

n .r .

M:
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P: h le  don ' t  know,  i t  changes so  f rom year  to  year ,  doesn ' t  i t ,S is te r?

I t  changes f rom year  to  year .  Peop le  a re  do ing  d i f fe ren t  th ings

and we jus t  don ' t  know.

M:  You m' igh t  say  i t ' s  l i ke  the  counc i l  com' ing  up  to  da te ,and you are

Y :

p .

adapt ing  a1  so .

Thab 's  r igh t .

We are  learn ing  to  adapt  ourse lves  to  the  t ' imes.

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  Tha t ' s  wha t  they ' re  t r y ing  to  do ,  bu t  a t  the  same

t ime i t ' s  m ' igh ty  hard .  We in  the  hab i t  o f  course  jus t  can ' t  s tand

the  res t  o f  them.  /Laughter l .

P:

D .

M: l , le l l ,  com' ing  back  to  the  bus iness  o f  the  hab i t ,  you  say  tha t  those

tha t  a re  a l lowed,  those tha t  want  to  wear  the  hab i t  may?

Yes .

Tha t ' s  r igh t ,  we  have  an  op t ion .  They  a re  no t  compe l led  a t  a l l

to  take  o f f  the  re l ig ious  hab i t ,  j t  i s  a  mat te r  o f  cho jce .

Tha t  was  rea l l . y  an  acc iden t  thouqh ,  because  they ' in tended  to  have  a  ta i l o r -

ed  su i t  tha t  everyone wou ld  wear .  There  were  th ree  s ty les  o f  su j ts  to  su i t

d i f fe ren t  types  o f  f jgures  and there  were  d j f fe ren t  co lo res :  there  was the

qr€ .y ,  b lack ,  and  the  two  shades  o f  b lue .  They  in tended  / to  have  the  su i tV ,

and  then  jus t  a  l i t t l e  wh i te  b louse .  Now,  tha t  was  what  was  in tended  and

no th jng  was  sa id  abou t  the  ve i l  a t  tha t  t ime ;  thev  d idn ' t  know.  Har t ,

Sha f fe r ,  and  Marks  were  ge t t ' i ng  ou t  the  su i t s .  We l l ,when  they  qo t  the  f i r s t

sh ipment  o f  mate r ia l ,  i t  wasn ' t  r i gh t  and  they  wou ldn ' t  accep t  i t .

Consequen t l y ,  the  su i t s  d idn ' t  come,  so  Mother  ius t  sa id ,  "A l l  r i gh t , "

she sa id ,  " jus t  wear  what  you can p ick  up  r igh t  now, "  and they

P:
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p icked  up ,  d l  1  r igh t  I  (Laugh te r )

Now everybody wears what theY want?

But  the  su j t s  d id  f i na l l y  come,  and  they ' re  love ly ,  weren ' t  they

Sister? They were beaut i fu l  sui ts.  I  don' t  th ' ink any of  us would have

minded,  i f  i t  had  been a  un i fo rm.

R i  gh t .

They were to be uni fons.  Some of them st i l l  wear the sui ts.

But  don ' t  you  imag ' ine  tha t  j t ' s  eas ie r  now fo r  the  soc ja l  workers

and such,w i thout  the  hab j t ,  to  do  the ' i r  work?  They  don ' t  s tand

out  so  much and tha t ' s  maybe one o f  the  jdeas .

Tha t ' s  one  o f  the  th ings  they  th ink ,because  they ' re  work ing  in

d ' i f fe ren t  types  o f  soc ia l  work .  Some are  do ing  hosp i ta l  work .

l . lh ich  is  more  Prac t ica l .

Qthers  a re  work jng  down in  the  s luu ts  jn  some p laces .  We had one

l i t t l e  s i s te r  here ,  S is te r  Pe te r  Joseph .  She  went  down to  l ' i ve  in

South  E l  Paso.  She was ra ther  de l ' i ca te  and she had to  g ive  i t  up .

But  she used to  qo  down to  teach;un t j l  ius t  las t  year  she had to

g ' i ve  up .

Yes ,  she  had  to  g ive  i t  up .

So ,  i t ' s  j us t  a  mat te r  0 f . . .  we  jus t  don ' t  know what ' s  go ing  to  come.

But  I 'm sure  you know you ' re  here  to  s tay .

We ' re  here  to  s tay .

R igh t .

What  i s  your  l i f e  l i ke  here  a t  Nazare th  Ha l l?  When was  Nazare th  Ha l l

s ta r ted?
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l , Je  comple ted  our  e leventh  year  in  June. l^le moved over eleven years

ago.  S js te r  Eberdene,  who was the  fo rmer  p r inc ipa l  o f  Lore t to

Academy,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime was serv ing  as  a  p roven l ia l ,  was  the  one

who was in  charge o f  the  bu j ld ing  o f  Nazare th  Ha l l .  Then we moved

over eleven years ago, and the sisters f rom var ious parts of  the

soc ' ie ty ,  espec ia l l y  Santa  Fe,  came to  make the i r  homes here .  Santa

Fe was ge t t ing  ready  to  c lose .

But  i s  j t  t rue  tha t  the  arch i tec tu re ,  the  des ign  o f  the  chape l  i s

suppose  to .  . .

Yes ,  they  say .  .  .

That  was  what  the  nran  pu t  on  the  pos ter  card ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  t rue .

They  d idn ' t  know tha t  un t i l  they  p ' i cked i t  up  in  a  s to re .

D idn ' t  know exac t l y  wha t  S is te r?

See,  th i s  man took  the  p jc tu re ,  and  he  had

nun s p ' icked i  t  up i  n the store down there ,

any t l r i ng  abou t  j t ;  i t  wasn ' t  des igned  tha t

What  do  you ca i  I  j t?

pr i  n ted .  The

they  d idn ' t  know

M .

P:

M:

Y :

M:

P: i f  r
r L  F

l nd

^ray.

an

wa

K :

Ve i l .

Cou ld  you  t e l l  us  a f i t t l e  b i t ,  S i s t e r  Rose  C t ra re ,  abou t  you r  l i f e  a t

Nazare th  Ha l l ?  Wha t  t h ings  do  you  do?  How do  you  spend  you r  day?

l^ le  spend i t  as in  the regu ' lar  re l  ig ious way that  you wouid except

your  re1 ig ious f r iend to  I  ive,  h l t  our  t i re  is  d iv ided.  We have prayer ,

sp i r i t ua l  exe rc i ses ,  and  ou r  own  l i t t l e  nanua l  l abo r .  The  s i s te rs  have

hobb ies  they  l i ke  to  fo l l ow  and  work  on .  The re  i s  a  ce r ta in  amoun t

o f  rec rea t j on  w i th  each  o the r  and  j us t  t ime ,  I  wou ld  say ,  o f  l ong
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M:

deserved le isure ,  and maybe a  res t  a f te r  many years  o f  ac t i v ' i t y .

What  we en joy  most  i s  the  sp i r i tua l  
' l i fe ,  

the  access  to  the  chape l

and the  B lessed Sacrement .

Do you have a  hobby in  par t i cu la r  yourse l f ,  S js te r  Rose C lare?

I  nurse  l i t t l e  S is te r  Therese  C la re ,  who  i s  an  inva l id  w i th  a r th r i t i s

and no t  ab le  to  move a t  a l l .  I  he lp  ou t  in  any  o f  the  ways  I  can .

But  I  rea l l y  haven ' t  much t ime fo r  any  k . ind  o f  a  hobby .  I  gave up

my stamp hobby some years ago, and I  taught up to three years ago.

I  put  in 48 years here at  Loret to Academy. There are many f  i t t le

hobb ' ies  tha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  adopt .  I  p romised tha t  I  wou ld  do  i t  in

my o ld  age,  bu t  I  never  found the  t ime to  do ' i t  ye t .

How about  you,  S is te r  Pancra t ia?

I  have charge o f  the  pa t ' io ,  so  tha t  keeps  me k ind  o f  busy ,  and I

have a  s tamp hobby.  0 f  course ,we co l lec t  s tamps to  send to  our

Mother  House,  and they  use  those.  There 's  a  s ' i s te r  there  tha t  has

charge o f  thenr ,  to  rece ' i ve  them.  She c leans  them o f f  and se i l s  them

to  dea le rs ,  and  tha t  money  i s  sen t  to  our  m iss ion  s is te rs  in  Sou th

America.

You say you have a house at  La Paz?

Yes .

La  Paz  i s  i n  Bo l  i v i a .

La  Paz ,  and  wha t  i s  t he  o then  one?

We l  I  i t ' s  Tacna .

No .  Wha t ' s  t he  one  we  have  i n  the  moun ta ins?  h le  have  two  S is te rs

tha t  a re  t each ing  down  i n  t he . . . do ing  soc ia l  wo rk  i n  San t i ago .

I n  Ch ' i l e?

M:

v .

M:
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Yes.

Then we have some who teach. The school  was conducted by our s isters,

hu t  I  th ink  i t  has  been tu rned over  to  the  s ta te .  The s is te rs  s t i l l

teach, do they not?

But they're not doing teaching anymore.

No.

They '  re  no t  teach i  ng ,  they ' re  do ' ing  soc ia l  work .

They  were  teach ing  in  Tacna,  I  know.  T ime is  so  tu rbu len t ,  so

changeab le ,  the  governn€n tschange  so  much ,  tha t  they . . . you  rea11y

jus t  don ' t  know.

One n ice  th ing  we have here  js  one s is te r  tha t  came f rom South

Amen'ica .

She 's  an  na t " i ve  f rom. . .

Fronr  Bo l  i  v i  a .

She 's  an  i l  Pasoan .

She l i ves  in  E l  Paso.  She was an  E l  Paso q i r l  and  edrca ted  here .

P:

R :

P :

R :

p .

R:

p .

M:

P :

D .

P:

She has the recreat ion for  the s isters.  There are a good

s is te rs  tha t  a re  in  whee l  cha i rs .  She  co l lec ts  them a l l

l i b ra ry  there ,  you  know,  and they  th ro l  the i r  l i t t le  d isc .

l i t t le  th ings ,  sc ,me o f  them can hard ly  move.

They do therapy. She does therapy with them.

They  have  a  l i t t l e  so f t  ba l l .

Indoor  games?

They have foam ba l1s ,  they  th row the  shuf f le  board .

Jus t  together .

Now,  she  has  some s is te rs  in  the re  tha t  hadn ' t  smi led ,  I

many

' into the

And poor

know, for  two
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or  th ree  years .  They 'd jus t  s i t  ther .e .  Now she has  them Jaugh ing

and you know in  there ,  and j t ' s  the  sweetes t  th ' ing .  She is  jus t  g rea t

herse l f .  They  p ' lay  in  the  morn ing ,  a lmost  fo r  a  coup ie  o f  hours ,

they play records.  We have some very f ine records.  They play

these records and i fshe knows the word of  these, df iy of  these records,

she  s ings  fo r  the  nuns .  They  jus t  en joy  i t  so .

Th is  i s  the  s is te r  tha t  came back  f rom La paz?

Yes,  and she has  p ic tu re  shows,  she gave a  p ic tu re  show yes terday .

She  does  d ' i f fe ren t  th ings ,  she l l l  ge t  up  a  b ingo  game or  someth ing .

She does  a  lo t  o f  good work .  The s ta te  peop le  say  tha t  i t ' s  the

on ly  one  tha t  they  have ,  i t ' s  the  bes t  one .

The  bes t  s i s te r  in  tha t  f i e ld?

In  tha t  f i e ld ,  we ' re  the  on ly  one .

You ' re  1ucky ,  then.  Wel l ,  th js  has  been very  en joyab le ,S j  s te rs ,  and

t i re  you.  But

M .

P:

M .

P:

M:

R :

M:

P :

M :

I  don' t  want to keep you any

' i t ' s  been a  grea t  p leasure  to

Thank you.

God B less  you.

I t ' s  been  a  p leasure  to  ta l k

Thank you.

)onger .  I  don ' t  want  to

in te rv iew both  o f  you .

to  you.
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