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Columns

My

BY ABEL CASARES

The Prospector

My dad once
told me, “Mijo,
I'm not too sure if
you know exactly
what you want to
be for the rest of
your life. It might
be one thing or
many things. But
I'll tell you what.
I know it’s gonna be something great”

Those words will always resonate
with me forever. My old man spoke
those words on my twenty-first birth-
day. Two years later, I am ready to finish
one of the biggest chapters in my life.

Graduation has finally come. I am
set to earn my bachelor’s degree in
digital media production. I really
don’t know what to expect next.

I know I want to make films, music
videos and anything else that deals
with media. I've always had a creative
mind and a vivid imagination, so this
field of work fits right into my life.

Working at The Prospector for the
past year has given me an experience

that I never would have thought I'd
get to see. It was almost like fate when
I was offered the position of multime-
dia editor.

I embarked on a new trail of media and
got to be a part of some amazing events.

I got to ride in my first helicopter
for a story on the Native Air Medical
Team. I had the opportunity to see
President Barack Obama as he gave
a speech to the soldiers of Ft. Bliss. I
witnessed the historic ASARCO tow-
ers collapse after years of standing tall
near the UTEP campus.

If it were not for The Prospector,
I probably would have never gotten
opportunities such as these. I have
gained new skills in computer pro-
grams, progressed my camera and
editing techniques and continued to
increase my knowledge.

I've grown a bond with the peo-
ple who work here and will be sad
to leave. At the same time, I'm very
thankful that I had the chance to
meet everyone at The Prospector.

There is so much potential in every
single one of them and I know they will
all go on to do amazing things as well.

dad once told me...

They are all more than just co-
workers. They are all friends. Going
through the same daily struggles and
having the same worries made our
group all that much closer. I know my
dad would have been proud to hear
the work I've done so far.

I always imagined what he would
say to me if he were still here. Just like
my father, I am a Jack of all trades and
master at none.

Whatever path I take next I will
always have the words that my dad
spoke to me. I know whatever I end
up doing for the rest of my life, it will
be something great just like he said.

When I walk down that path up to
the stage to receive my degree, I know
he'll be right there watching over me
with a huge smile on his face. In that
moment I know hell be proud.

This is the first and last column I
write for The Prospector. I will con-
tinue to work hard in everything I do
and continue to be the best man I can
be in this world.

Abel Casares may NOT be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Four amazing years at UTEP

BY JOE TORRES
The Prospector

It has been four
amazing years at
UTEP and I have
enjoyed  every
minute of it.

On May 18, I
. will be the first

k;,. ,, in my immediate

& family to have a
college degree. I feel very blessed by
the Lord and by the people who care
about me and have supported my
decisions.

When I transferred from NMSU
to UTEP, I immediately became hap-
pier and smarter. During my time at
UTEP, I found, fell in love, and got
engaged with my beautiful fiancé
Victoria. I became a proud member
of Omega Delta Phi Fraternity and I
have strengthened my character and
skills.

Thank you so much babe for all the
support and for always being my bet-
ter half. You give me so much love,
motivation and strength to be the
best person I can be. Without you,
I don’t know if I would be the same
person. Thank you for coming into

my life Victoria and putting up with
me throughout all the stressful times
T have endured at UTEP. I can’t wait to
be your husband.

In fall 2009, I made one of the great-
est decisions ever and that was to
pledge for Omega Delta Phi Fraternity,
Inc. The brotherhood is just an amaz-
ing thing to be a part of. Thank you
Adrian for leading me to these great
group of individuals. I immediately
came out of my shell when I crossed.
This opened up so many opportunities
for me to serve the community, be-
come a better leader and just hang out
with the brothers who will be at my
wedding and at my funeral. Thank you
Craig and Jaime for the opportunity.
Thank you ODPhi for allowing me to
be an alumni member.

When I began school at NMSU, I
was a computer science major. That
was a mistake. That career choice
wasn't for me. I switched schools and
switched my major as well. I became
a graphic design major at UTEP a
choice I am happy I made.

Graphic design is so awesome and
allows me to be creative; sometimes
it doesn't feel like work at all. Thanks
to all my professors for your help in
developing my skills.

I've also had to deal with tragedy
during my time at UTEP with the
loss of my amazing cousin Adrian
Bernal. He is one of the main rea-
sons for the type of person I am. He
was the greatest role model and I've
always strived to be at least half the
man he was. He was my best friend,
my fraternity brother and my cousin.
Love you and miss you.

Also, thanks to Vero and The Pros-
pector staff for giving me a chance to be
creative. I've enjoyed working here and
meeting an amazing, friendly staff.

Lastly, thank you to my beautiful
mom Letty, my dad Jose, my sisters
Jocelyn, Annette, Corina and Sylvia
for your love and support throughout
my life. I love you all very much. Also,
thanks Pauline for being a second
mom to me and loving me like your
own son. Love you. Thanks Uncle Dar-
ren and Aunt Bernie for being my best
friends and treating me like a son. You
both are a miracle to have and I love
you like my own mother and father.

Finally, I DID IT! But the journey
has just begun. Thanks UTEP for all
the memories.

Joe Torres may NOT be reached af propsecior@uiep.edu.

Letter to the editor

Class of 2013

Dear Seniors:

As we approach the end of the aca-
demic year, many celebrations have
begun to acknowledge your accom-
plishments as the Class of 2013. As
you know, this time of year is special
in that we are able to recognize the
graduates who will be receiving their
diplomas at the Spring Commence-
ment Ceremonies. Graduation is a
rite of passage that you will remem-
ber for the rest of your lives. The op-
portunity for proud family, friends
and the UTEP community to applaud
and salute the graduates for their hard
work that each has realized over their
collegiate years here at the university.
The countless hours of classroom in-
struction, study groups and prepara-
tion for tests are now culminating in
the awarding of your coveted degree.

As you reminisce about your mem-
orable times at UTEP, please take a
moment to thank all of the alumni,
faculty and staff who came before you
that provided the opportunity for you
to be able to share in this great uni-
versity. This is especially significant
today as we approach our upcoming
Centennial Celebration in 2014. Lets
remember those pioneers for their vi-
sion and foresight that helped build
the foundation for us to experience
what UTEP offers students today.

The Office of Alumni Relations and
the UTEP Alumni Association would
like to congratulate you on your aca-
demic achievement and welcome you
as the newest members of the alumni
family. As an official member, there
are certain rights and responsibilities
that are offered to alumni.

First, represent UTEP with the
utmost respect and integrity as you

venture out into the world as our am-
bassadors. Second, stay connected to
your alma mater by keeping us in-
formed about your whereabouts so
that we can communicate with you
regularly through the UTEP Maga-
zine, electronic newsletters, social
media etc. Third, consider joining
one of our alumni chapters so that
you can continue the connection with
the Miner Nation. Finally, as you em-
bark on your professional career, give
back by serving as a mentor for your
fellow undergraduates who aspire
to become alumni which will help
UTEP’s quest to become the 1st Na-
tional Research University serving a
21st student demographic.

The Alumni Association is your
gateway to maintaining your lifelong
connection to UTEP. As alumni, you
represent the nature, spirit and tradi-
tions of the university. Every success
that you personally achieve is also
a success for the university. It is our
hope that you will represent UTEP as
a proud MINER wherever your jour-
ney takes you. Remember that you
can always call UTEP your home—
stop by and visit us at the Alumni
Lodge whenever you are on campus.

Stay invested in the future of the
university as your contributions will
only increase the reputation and pres-
tige for UTEP.

Go Miners!

— Richard J. Daniel, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President for Uni-
versity Advancement and Special

Projects
Executive Director for Alumni
Relations
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One journey ends,
another begins

BY PAUL REYNOSO

The Prospector

Before coming
to The Prospec-
tor this spring se-
mester, my expe-
rience as a writer
and reporter was
limited to the
classes that I had
taken at UTEP.
However, I knew if I wanted to make
it in the outside world, I had to get
started somewhere soon and The
Prospector was at the top of the list.
Because of my passion and knowl-
edge about sports, my goal was to be-
come a sports writer. Kathleen Flores,
director of Student Publications, gave
me the opportunity to write for the
paper as a sports intern and it turned
out to be an awesome ride.

Writing for The Prospector was
something I always wanted to do be-
fore finishing school and to greatly
improve my resume. Another factor
that played in my decision to write
for The Prospector was knowing that
UTEP faculty and students will have
the chance to read my stories each
week. From there on, everything
else fell into place and I soon began
my journey as a journalist at The
Prospector.

Even though my stint at The Pros-
pector was a short one, the experience
of being part of it was unique and eye
-opening. I was able to gain much
more insight into how fellow UTEP
students go through the process of
making contacts, getting interviews
and all the perks that come with be-
ing a journalist.

For the many coaches, players and
students that I talked to this semes-
ter, I felt I made a strong connection
with them as a sports reporter dur-

ing my interviews. They were very
open to my questions and I was able
to comfortably transcribe their quotes
during editing. At times the process of
getting the interviews wasn't easy for
me. There were times that the contacts
I needed fell through, but I quickly
learned to adjust to the problems.

Some of the things that I will take
from my experience at The Prospec-
tor are working with the staff and the
guidance they gave me in becoming a
good reporter and writer. Sports editor
Kristopher Rivera was instrumental in
helping me get started, especially when
it came time to editing and showing
me some of the different things that I
could improve on for my stories.

The experience also allowed me to
get a closer look at some of the UTEP
facilities, such as the Foster Stevens
Basketball Center, which I would
never had as a regular fan. The other
things that stood out to me from being
a Prospector writer were the observa-
tions I took in from some of the men’s
and women’s basketball team practic-
es. I watched how intense these prac-
tices could be, something that very few
people get to see.

As I prepare to graduate, I will look
back at my time at The Prospector as
an experience that I will never forget
and will use it as a stepping-stone to
build a future as a sports writer and
multimedia journalist.

Wherever my next endeavor is,
whether it is at the El Paso Times or
another media outlet, I will always
use my experience at The Prospector
as guidance to a successful career. I
hope that other future UTEP jour-
nalism majors will do the same and
make The Prospector a part of their
college experience.

Paul Reynoso may NOT be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Top Ten Seniors value UTEP's education

BY ANDREA ACOSTA
The Prospector

The Top Ten Seniors award identi-
fies 10 graduating students who have
excelled not only academically, but
also through their remarkable leader-
ship and community service, all while
maintaining a high grade-point aver-
age throughout their undergraduate
career at UTEP. The UTEP Alumni
Association presented the award to
UTEP’s most promising future alum-
ni at the Honors Convocation, which
took place April 21.

“The Top Ten Seniors awards are
one of the highlights of the academ-
ic year for the UTEP Alumni Asso-
ciation as we recognize exemplary
students for their hard work and
success at UTEP,” said Richard Dan-
iel, associate vice president for Uni-
versity Advancement and Special
Projects. “Each year, we have the
difficult task of selecting from such
a highly competitive pool of appli-
cants knowing that these students
are ready to create success in the
next phase of their lives as alumni”

One of the nine making the cut and
receiving this award is Juan C. Lopez
Jr., senior mechanical engineering
major, who strived to make educa-
tion his priority when he came to the
United States at the age of 16 in search
of better opportunities.

“The decision came with a series
of personal sacrifices, including
leaving my family back in Mexico,
along with overpassing obstacles
such as cultural change, and learn-
ing how to be independent and self-
oriented,” Lopez said.

Currently working as an aerospace
engineer at the NASA Johnson Space
Center at Houston, Lopez said that

his determination and ambition were
the main factors that motivated him
to pursue an education, despite the
language barrier.

‘I didn’t know English, but this
only ignited my drive to keep moving
forward,” Lopez said. “From UTEP I
found a great support group of stu-
dents and professors, who had similar
problems and obligations, teaching
me that there is no such thing as lim-
its to growth, ultimately preparing me
to become an engineer with strong
academic preparation and profes-
sional training”

Lopez said the support from his
family also gave him the motivation
to reach the goal of graduating from
college and achieving the goals he set
for himself seven years ago.

As a graduating senior and NASA
engineer, Lopez will continue to make
connections with UTEP students and
develop opportunities for them to
reach their full potential, by mentor-
ing and creating awareness of oppor-
tunities beyond college.

Another awardee, Juan Mufoz, se-
nior electrical engineering major, said
he faced a challenge that most students
go through at the beginning of each
academic year—tuition expenses.

“Paying my tuition was one of the
biggest issues I had during my first
year at UTEP, I almost decided not
to enroll in school since my accep-
tance to the PASE Program was not
being approved due to my low in-
come,” Mufioz said. “However, after
several meetings and talks with di-
rectors or different departments, my
previous Presidential Scholarship
was changed to UTEP’s Excellence
Presidential Scholarship, due to my
good standing and my persistence on
attending college”

Muiioz persevered and did every-
thing he could to stay in school such
as taking buses to cross the border ev-
ery day during his first two and a half
years of school, he said.

“This didn’t stop me from my goal,
which was to work hard in order to
earn my degree. Crossing the bor-
der and walking long distances was
the major challenge I had, especially
during the winter seasons,” Mufoz
said. “However, UTEP provided me
with a lot of opportunities and with
my involvement and effort I was sent
for my first internship to Melbourne,
Australia, helping me earn experience
as a professional”

Muiioz will continue with his mas-
ter’s degree at UTEP after his gradu-
ation, while also participating in an
exchange program in Brazil.

Awardee Stephanie Moreno, senior
cellular and molecular biochemistry
major, said that although the journey
hasn’t been an easy one, she cherishes
the relationships she has made over
the past four years.

“My professors have helped me
develop academically and personally
and have helped prepare me for my
future,” Moreno said.

After graduation, Moreno will pursue
medical school and she will continue on
her path of performing research.

“I hope to integrate the two by
treating patients, as well as develop-
ing treatments through research,’
Moreno said.

Hoping to get a teaching position
upon graduation, under the concen-
tration of middle school mathematics
or science, Shannon Murphy, senior
interdisciplinary studies major, said
she is incredibly excited to start teach-
ing full-time.

see SENIORS on page A6
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Graduates nominated to be featured at commencement

BY LORAIN WATTERS
The Prospector

Commencement marks an excit-
ing time for graduates, especially for
those who are chosen to be highlight-
ed during the ceremony.

According to UTEP President Di-
ana Natalicio, nominating gradu-
ates to be highlighted during the
ceremony has been going on quite
some time, and it was personalized
so people would feel that there is not
just 1,000 graduates in black hats, but
people with real stories.

“Through this, we try to convey
that UTEP has a powerful impact
on transforming people’s lives and
transforming the quality of life in
this region,” Natalicio said. “The au-
dience hears these stories and we try
to showcase these experiences—a
sampler of student experiences at
UTEP—to help people see that UTEP
students are very special”

Graduate nominees are first recom-
mended by the dean of their college.
The dean will then send these recom-
mendations to University Communi-
cations, providing a brief description
of the student. Between three to five
student stories are selected for each of
the three commencement ceremonies.

“We try to get some balance of stu-
dents who started here out of high
school or transfer students from a
community college, or even coming
back to school from the work force
or military,” Natalicio said. “We try

and look for students who have been
highly successful with their academ-
ic performance, service commit-
ment or some unusual experience
they might have had”

In spring 2012, Aaron Martinez,
multimedia journalism major, was
selected as a graduate nominee and
highlighted during Natalicio’s speech.

“I was a construction worker when
I finished high school, T didn't think
about college” Martinez said. “I tried
joining the military, but I was denied
because I have epilepsy. I had found out
later that my sister enrolled me at UTEP
without me knowing because she had
really wanted me to go to school”

Martinez was a science major, but
switched over to journalism after
working at The Prospector, becom-
ing editor-in-chief of the paper for
three years and editor for Minero
Magazine.

“It was a big deal for my family, that
someone that big at the university
mentioned me,” he said.

Martinez is about to complete his
Master of Science degree in jour-
nalism from Columbia University
this summer.

This semester, Emmanuel Arzate,
senior marketing major, was nomi-
nated by Robert Nachtman, the dean
of College of Business Administra-
tion. For Arzate, it was an unexpect-
ed, yet honorable surprise.

“It's awesome, I wasn't expecting
it—I didn’t even know it existed,” Ar-
zate said. “I told my mom, but I told

her not to make it a big deal yet. I still
have to go through the process and
see if I am picked at graduation.”

Along with keeping up his aca-
demic performance, Arzate is also
participating in a contest to be a Local
Hero, which is part of the Life Mov-
ing Forward contest that is a part of
National Mobility Awareness Month.
He is competing against over 1,000
people nationwide for a van that will
allow him more mobile access, since
he uses a wheel chair. Online voting
ends May 10 and the winner of the
contest will be announced May 31.

“The first phase is falling in the top
5 percent, so it's not about who has
the most votes. The second phase will
have the judges pick three recipients,
based on the criteria that they ask for
and the story,” Arzate said. “They em-
phasize a lot about the hero part, and
I hope that when they do go back and
see all of the stories, they realize that I
am about to graduate and that I have
done a lot in the community”

Arzate began at UTEP in fall 2008
and joined EXCEL, a program for
freshman students that is a part of
Student Government Association. He
also pledged for Lambda Chi Alpha, a
social fraternity.

“During my summer orientation,
they had a contest where you would
get the most signatures from the ori-
entation leaders. I got all of the signa-
tures and my former boss gave me a
helmet and told me that it symbolized
me being an orientation leader,” he

Veronica Enriquez / The Prospector

Emmanuel Arzate (right) and his mother, Aurora Arzate (left), are very proud of
the nomination Emmanuel received for graduation.

said. “T applied in the fall and the next
summer I was an orientation leader.
That became a stepping stone for me
and I got orientation leader of the
year. When I became an orientation
leader, it really helped me define my
strengths—helping freshman with

UTEP BOOKSTORE
201 SUN BOWL DRIVE | f/UTEPBkstr

advice, registration, being a mentor
with them. You are the first face they
see so it was a really cool experience.”

Arzate later became a peer advi-
sor, ran for senator-at-large for two
consecutive years and ran for SGA

see NOMINEES on page A15
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Centennial construction underway

BY LORAIN WATTERS
The Prospector

A section of University Avenue will
close to vehicular traffic permanently
on May 20, marking a major phase in
the construction for the centennial
transformation of the UTEP campus.

Along with University Avenue, the
construction on Wiggins Road will
finish in May and preliminary work
on Schuster Avenue will begin, a
project that will take about two years,
according to Keith Erekson, executive
director of the centennial celebration.

“University Avenue will (close)
down for thru-traffic and will only
open to emergency vehicles,” Erekson
said. “That space will be turned into a
walking trail—or path—and an emer-
gency vehicle could go on it, if needed”

The construction of Centennial
Plaza, which will be located at the
heart of campus, is expected to be
completed by August 2014. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony will take place to
unveil the plaza.

“The Psychology Building and Fox
Fine Arts (Center) will have a park
space that will wrap around Old Main
and into Leech Grove,” Erekson said.
“It will all be one continuous space””

Internal parking lots will be closed
to all faculty, staff and students and
a fourth parking garage will be con-
structed on Schuster Avenue and
Hawthorne Street.

“The university has been prepar-
ing for this change when they started
building the first parking garages,” Er-
ekson said. “There aren’t going to be
any more parking garages.”

Construction will also occur on
Sunbowl Drive over the summer,
widening the middle section from
two to four lanes.

“(It) might be a little slow down
here, but no impact in terms of road
closures or detours,” Erekson said.

Upon completion of the Centennial
Plaza, Minerpalooza will be the first
event to take place at the plaza, along
with UTEP’s 100th birthday event to
take place Sept. 23, 2014.

“In October of 2014, there will be
an outdoor musical performance, in
which students are preparing for now
with international performers,” Erek-
son said. “This is called Opera Bhutan
and it will premiere first in Bhutan be-
fore making its western viewing here”

According to Catherine McCorry-
Andalis, associate vice president of
student life, campus activities have
continued without any problems,
despite the amount of construction
taking place.

“The transformation of inner cam-
pus will be the first phase of a cultural
change at UTEP, McCorry-Andalis
said. “No longer having vehicles drive
through campus will be a change, but
a positive one.”

As a Miner Ambassador, Rodrigo
Rodriguez, senior electrical engineer-
ing major, said he has been able to see
the changes happening on campus
and said it’s a pleasant view.

“The construction has affected me
much like everybody else in making
some of the walks around campus a
little more difficult,” Rodriguez said.

see CENTENNIAL on page Al5

NOW HIRING

Drivers to deliver flower arrangements
only for May 7,8,9,10,11 and 12.

Make up to $70 per trip!

For more information, come to the
flower shop or give us a call.

2430 N.Mesa « El Paso,Texas 79902

(915) 533-7593 + (800) 351-0008
www.kernplaceflorist.com
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Saturday, May 18th
10 am-2 pm

Enjoy a mini-film festival for

| mini-movie goers accompanied
with hands-on art projects for

| families and kids of all ages.

| Visit our webpage for more
information.

| Freeand open to the public.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO
500 WEST UNIVERSITY AVENUE

I EL PASO, TX 79968
PHONE: 915.747.6151

RUBIN CENTER HOURS:

I MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY
and FRIDAY: 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
THURSDAY: 10:00 AM-7:00 PM

I WEEKEND HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

RUBINCENTER.UTEP.EDU
FACEBOOK.COM/RUBINCENTER

I TWITTER.COM/THERUBINCENTER
VIMEO.COM/RUBINCENTER
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“I plan on spending my career
advocating for an equitable educa-
tion system and working with at-
risk students,” Murphy said. “Apart
from the tools that UTEP has pro-
vided me with, I also have connected
with so many wonderful individuals
throughout my time at UTEP and I
know that my experience would not
have been so positive without them.

While her professors described her
as a one-of-a-kind-gem and an aca-
demically outstanding student, Mur-
phy said that she is very honored to
be selected as a Top Ten Senior and
thanks all of those who have helped
her excel along the way.

“This was one of my most stressful
semesters, but it was also my most
rewarding,” Murphy said. “Juggling
classes, student organizations and
passing my certification exams while
completing my student teaching at
Wiggs Middle School. My under-
graduate career at UTEP was filled
with ups and downs, but I am lucky
enough to say that the good out-
weighed the bad, and I will cherish
all those moments.”

Daniel Hernandez, senior me-
chanical engineering major, said
he also values the many expe-
riences and opportunities that
UTEP gave him.

“T had the privilege to research
for Dr. Lawrence Murr, chairman
of the Metallurgical and Materi-
als Engineering Department for
three years, starting as a freshmen,”
Hernandez said. “Under Dr. Murr’s
direction, we conducted research
on Electron Beam Melted (EBM)
manufactured mesh structures for
hip and knee implants”

As a result, Hernandez was given
the opportunity to continue research

OCIRIS ALVAREZ AND SPECIAL / The Prospector
Beginning May 20 construction on Geology Lawn and the parking space at Union West (top) will begin to make way for the
Centennial Plaza (bottom), which will be completed in 2014.

for the chairman of the Department
of Mechanical Engineering, Ahsan
Choudhuri, at the NASA University
Research Center of Space Explora-
tion Technology Research.

“I was also a co-operative educa-
tion student for NASA at the Mar-
shall Space Flight Center in Hunts-
ville, Ala., where I was given the
exciting opportunity to work on
NASA projects, including the space
shuttle, Constellation Program and
the next space launch system,” Her-
nandez said.

According to Hernandez, there is no
part in his undergraduate career that
he would regret or have doubts about.

“UTEP truly opened many op-
portunities that other students else-
where do not get the chance to par-
ticipate in,” Hernandez said.

Students who also received the
2013 Top Ten Seniors Awards in-
clude, Diana Arrieta, multimedia
journalism and creative writing
double major, Ramiro Pifion, me-
chanical engineering major, Claudia
Isela Vargas, media advertising ma-
jor, Andrew Velazquez, economics
and finance major and Joel Zapata,

history major.

Andrea Acosta may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.



Doctoral

College of Engineering

Doctor of Philosophy
Mazin Moh'd Faleh Al-Zoubi
Hoda Azari

Guillermo Guadalupe Delgado
Aida Gandara

Jorge Garza Ulloa

Shreyas Ashok Karkhedkar
Xiaojing Wang

College of Liberal Arts

Doctor of Philosophy
Misty Christina Duke
Nishad Jabeen

Stephen Worth Michael
Randall William Monty
John Andrew Sauceda
Adam M. Webb

College of Science

Doctor of Philosophy

Juan Cemente Juaquin Aguilar Bonavides
Rolando Cardenas

Amanda L. Gonzales

Linda Jazmin Herrera

Carlos Andres Ramirez Villamarin
Reinaldo Sanchez Arias

Andres Santos

Carylinda Serna

Cheryl LynneStorer

Miguel Abran Vasquez

College of Education

Doctor of Education
Sandra Aguirre-Covarrubias
Sarah Jo Chavez-Gibson

Aurea Lourdes Galindo

Celina Uranga Gomez
CatherineMarie Mccorry-Andalis
Denise Razo

Doctor of Philosophy

Alfie Leanna Lucero

College of Business
Administration
Doctor of Philosophy

Maria Eugenia Barua
Khendum Choden
Francisco Villanueva

College of Health Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy
Mahamud Mohamed Ahmed
Katherine Aileen Lawson
Angelee Gigi Shamaley

School of Nursing

Doctor of Nursing Practice
Joyce Meserve

Kimberly Lynn Miller

Christina llene Paz

Diana Marie Portillo

Carmen Ramirez

Hector Librado Rodriguez Jr

Laura Raquel Rodriguez

Engineering Science/
Interdisciplinary

Doctor of Philosophy
Krista Naomi Amato

Andres E. Bolanos
Christopher Michael Bradley
Chance Paul Garcia

Jennifer Hernandez

Mactar Mohamed

Porfirio Peinado Coronado
Brissa Yazmin Quiroz Enriquez
Jorge Ivan Rodriguez Devora
Victor Hugo Valenzuela

V Rama Sesha Ravi Kumar Vemuri
Maria Goretty Yanez Hinojos

Graduate
College of Engineering

Master of Science in

Information Technology
Angela Elizabeth Beemer

Aaron Ricardo Cervantes Herrera
Jorge Orozco

Master of Science in
Environmental Engineering
Michelle Renee Brown

Master of Science
Eduardo lvan Adame

Gustavo Araujo Martinez
Arturo Arias Fernandez
Viridiana Barraza

Rudy Alan Cantrell

Daniel Castro

Adrian Rene Chacon

Manuela Erika Chacon
Monica Iveth Corella

Shaun Thomas Davis

Martin Alejandro De la Torre Gonzalez
Samantha Nichole Dominguez
Wilberth Ivan Dorantes Moreno
Rodolfo Emanuel Fernandez
Flor Gabriela Gallegos

Luis Daniel Garcia

Miguel Angel Gomez Conchillos
Andres Gonzalez

Miguel Angel Gonzalez

Ivan Salvador Govea

Sergio Herrera

Iraki Ibarra

Md Shariful Islam

'The University of Texas at El Paso

congratulates the <<= —

Class of 2013

Lizzeth Jimenez

Karthik Varma Manikanta Koppella
Raul Alex Lopez

Surya Teja Swarroop Madhira
Edwin Martinez

Ricardo Martinez Hernandez
Carlos Alberto Mendoza Sr
Hector Armando Mendoza
Elishiah Joseph Miller

Carlos Alberto Natividad
Roberto Olono Jr

Adalberto Ordonez

Guillermo Alfonso Ovies Rodriguez
Marcos Gabriel Pacheco
Mireya Aidee Perez

Amaury Federico Perez Bolado
Hugo David Porras

Jessica Lynn Porras

Amanda Posadas

Luis Arturo Quevedo Sierra
Pepito B. Raguini

Roxanne Marie Ramirez

Jorge Natividad Regalado Rodriguez
Tomas Rend|

Armando Reyna

Ubaldo Robles

Eduardo Rodriguez

Emmanuel Rodriguez

Ernesto Sanchez
Mahmoodreza Soltani
Katerina Strelcova

Isidoro Trueba Jr

Pamela Yadira Valdez

Hector Ivan Vazquez
Alemayehu Asfaw Yetayew

College of Liberal Arts

Master of Arts in
Interdisciplinary Studies
Liliana Garcia Lara

Robyn Kay Lowrie

Master of Arts in Teaching
Ana Cristina Diaz

Nadia Alejandra Gabaldon
Jessica Marie Hewitt

Ashley Marie Swarthout
Rebecca Lynn White

Master in Public Admin-
inistration

Lauren Christine Alvidrez
Luisa Fernanda Armendariz
Cassandra Brown

Marcus Jacob Brown
Jaime Erik Calderon

Naomi Dominguez
Gregorio Edmunds

Heidi A. Enriquez

Anthony Gonzales

Ricardo Gonzalez

Claudia Nicole Oliva
Priscilla Marie Tremenheere

Master of Arts

Susan Achury

Yolanda Ainsworth
Jennifer Lorie Alarcon
Mayra Lizette Avila

Josiah Thomas Barrett
Joseph Bernal

Peter Vincent Bier

Mark Calhoun Bills
Ricardo Bueno

Mario Demetri Bullock
Daniel Elton Call

He Chen

Emily Anne Childs

Robert Grant Christie
Richard Raymond Clark
Gregory Raymond Coker
Jeffrey Markus Collins
Nicholas Jenkins Cruz
Sherwood Antonio Earle IlI
Dominick Valentin Falcon
Stephenie Michel Falcon
Maria G. Fernandez
Steven Fitch

Mayra Gisel Flores Montoya
Diana Frausto

Janette Galvan

Gilberto Garcia

Paul Anthony Goldsmith
Michael Anthony Gomez
Rasha Bakdash Hakim
Matthew John Harding
Kenneth Wayne Hardy
Anna Valeria Haro
Marcos Uriel Herrera
Michael Arthur Jensen
Stephen Jung

Kyunghun Kim

Larissa Krenzer

Paul David LaPrade
Carolina Lara

Glenn Lemaster

Rafael Lerma Jr

Philip Maciejewski

Elena M. Madrid-Pierce
Angelique Nevarez Maes
Guadalupe Marquez-Velarde
Gabriel Garrett McCulley
Monica Melendez
Angelica Catalina Menchaca
Joshua Sherwood Miller
John Christopher Mills
Jesus Eduardo Morales Hernandez
Jacinta Nelson

Gregory Nirshberg

Daniel Thomas Pate
James Lee Perdue
Angelina Perez
Bernadette Carolyn Phillips
Hali Joi Picciano

Chase Alexander Pittman
Rebeca Beatriz Puentes
Joseph O. Quintana

Pedro Fernando Quintero
Bianca Ramirez

Chadwick Aubrey Richardson
Noraida Rios

Roxanne Renee Rodriguez

Sara Elisa Rodriguez
Ivan Albert Rose
Adriana Salas

Paul Agustin Santillan
Laura Lizeth Sarinana
Alexis Chantal Sein
Suzana Binte Selamat
Kurt W. Semon

Gisela Simental
Rebecca Elizabeth Smith
Allen Vincent Taylor

LC Thompson Jr

Carlos Manuel Vargas
Rocio Vargas

Sabrina Vargas-Ortiz
RenPing Wang

Baoyu Wei

Abbie H. Weiser
Timika Shavonne Williams
David Andrew Wilson
Bret Daniel Wisecup
Tiffany Amorette Young

Master of Fine Arts
Agustin Abreu Cornelio
Sylvia Faviola Aguilar Zenely
Abigail R. Carl

Carlos Fidel Espinoza

Maria Alicia Gomez

Monica Vanessa Martinez
Fabian Molina

Diego Arnulfo Murcia Letona
Blake Nemec

Yasmin Ramirez

Master of Music
Alonso Fierro

Guillermo Flores

Frank Gonzalez

Francisco David Pedroza Jr
Hiram Luis Rodriguez
Michelle Marie Stow Vance

Master of Science
Juan Christian Acevedo
Jeanette De Santiago
Nancy Patricia Garcia
Jeffrey Edwin Gonzalez
Jamie Lynn Jones

Stacy Michelle Langston
Gilbert R. Lujan 1l
Charity Ann Montes
Mark Andrew Robertson

College of Science

Master of Arts in Teaching
Elizabeth Barrios Aguilar
Andrew Avila

Ruth Dominguez

Irma Xochitl Herrera

April Alice Hone-Duarte

Sylka Y. Oronoz

Angel Santa Cruz

Saul Antonio Soto Jr

Faries Paige Thrasher

Master of Science
Kyle Boone

Lidens Cheng

Patrick Thomas Dietzel
Ivan Andres Gatewood
Adrian Emmanuel Gutierrez
Denisse A. Gutierrez
William D. Lukefahr
Alexandra Massad

Richard Medina Calderon Sr
Maria Isabel Morales
Lorraine Marie Negron
Teira Solis

Azucena Zamora

Meng Zhang

College of Education

Master of Education
Gabriela Aguirre

Susana Aguirre

Diana Alcocer

Varonica Christina Alexander
Patricia Alva

Cuyler Mark Anderson
Cynthia Araujo

Priscilla Arguelles

JoAnna Lee Arriola
Melissa Ashley Aufmuth
Tracy Kim Baeza

Armida Baquera

Claudia Elena Barba
Rudolfo Jerusalem Uriah Benavides
Olga Maria Berron

Jeremy Jay Blandin
Michelle Cabral

Ricardo Campos

Hector Jesus Carbajal Amparan
Sylvia Carlos

Fabiola Carranco

Claudia Carrillo

Yvette Castaneda

Carolina Castillo

Karen Jazmine Castillo
Mariana Cristina Castillo
Nivia Castro

Nicole Chaires

Laura Alicia Chaparro Flores
Crishna Mairam Chavez
Israel Chavez

Julie Anne Chavez
Katherine Susan Clark
Clarence Leon Court Jr
Angelica Davila

Maria Del Carmen Davila
Isela Ortiz Diaz

Richard Diaz

Hilda Azucena Dominguez
J Alejandra Dozal

Rosa Linda Erives

Cynthia Villalobos Esparza
Ruben Estrada

Alyssa Rene Faubion

Mario Fernandez

Gladys Lucia Ferrari
Veronica Isela Flores
Annette Jesusita Fuller
Israel Gallegos

Lilia Garcia

Luz Maria Gillis

Steven Rafael Gomez
Lucy Gonzalez

Maria Alicia Gonzalez
Rebecca Desiree Gregory
Gretchen Lynn Griffith
Magdalena Guijarro
Daniely Gutierrez

Jacob Hales

Rachel Duran Hernandez
Christina Herrera

Noel Holguin

Maria Del Carmen Iniquez
Celia Lorena Irigoyen
Amanda Desiree Johnson
Erica Natalia Johnson
Cole Hatfield Joslyn
Michelle Lynn Jula

Perla Guadalupe Lampinstein
Leticia Larriva-Avila

Ana Bertha Loera
Josefina A. Lopez

Anna Liisa Lundgren
Claudia Yvette Maldonado
Karina Michelle Martinez
Angelica Maria Massey
Elizabeth Corina McGarity
Yesenia McKinney
Lilibeth Medina Romero
Benjamin Melendez
Guadalupe Mendieta
Martha Veronica Mercadante
Erika Jimenez Molina
Ana Gabriela Monsalvo
Angelica Marie Montes
Alicia Elena Muller
Jennifer Nolasco

Jeffrey Allen O’Haver
Patricia Lares Ocana
Steven Michael Olivas
Concepcion Leticia Orueta Fuentes
Ricardo Pacheco

Luz Daniela Palmer

Lee Ann Peacock

Josette Pelatan

Rebecca Perez

Abigail Quinones

Adriana Ramirez

Gina Annette Ramirez
Rodolfo Ramirez

Yvette Ramirez

Ainee Irina Robles

Diana Alicia Rodriguez
Marisol Rodriguez
Melissa Guerrero Rodriguez
Noemi Rodriguez

Lilly Romo

Ceyra Odilette Ropele
Hillary Jade Ruelas
Jessica R. Samaniego
Edward Paul Sanchez
Melissa Sanchez

Abel Saucedo

Aidee Irasema Serrano
Samantha L. Sharper
Mary Francis Sholtis
Griselda Ivette Solano Porras
Federico Soule Fernandez
Jeremy Shane Springer
Misty Ann Steve

Robert Allen Stives
Concepcion Talamantes
Fabiola Alejandra Tamayo
Antonio Terrazas

Erika Todd

Beatriz Valdez

Ivette Yvonne Valdez
Maria Erica Valverde
Cynthia Aileen Vargas
Virginia L. Vargas

Susan Michelle Wall
Marlo Ruth Ward

Natalie Anne Whelchel
Debra Kim Wilkinson
Erica Alexandra Zelenak

College of Business
Administration

Master of Accountancy
Valene Renae Faulkner
Eduardo Alejandro Fuentes Salas
Shimong Kim

Pedro Monarrez Jr

Jason Reza Rahman

Adrian Viramontes

Master of Business
Administration

Eric Agana

Alfredo Arce

Barbara L. Blough

Sandra Elizabeth Camacho
Diego Sebastian Capeletti
Malynda Aragon Cappelle
Alexis Cardoza

James Michael Carey
Aggrey Birgen Chirchir
Daniel Efrain Corona
Norma Aracely De Alva
Arturo De La Mora Jr
Jorge Luis Delgado Jr
Geovanni Esparza-Zapata
Ana Paula Felix Rosell
Martin Garcia

Gabriel Gonzalez

David Guillermo Gonzalez Hermida Jr
Guillermo Hernandez Rodriguez
Eduardo David Licon
Amber Rachel McCleary
Karla Karina Mora
Christopher A. Moriarty
Lorenzo Alfredo Paz
Arden Pease

Isela Perez

Karla Gabriela Ramirez

Marcela Veronica Ramirez
Neyda Alejandra Reed
Jeremy Ross

Lily Ana Ruvalcaba

Luis Enrique Salcido
Janelle Ruth Salkowitz-Bokal
Michael Paul Scott
Monica Silva

Ginesa Renee Snelling
Aaron Tarin

Jon Eric Turner

Brian Valenzuela

Jesus Noe Velarde

Elisa Cristina Venegas
Rocio Yanez

Master of Science
David Ronald Macias

College of Health Sciences

Master of Rehabilitation

Counseling

Jose Guadalupe Armendariz
Leonardo Calderon IlI

Alejandra Sarai Dominguez
Dolores Annette Ituarte-Valenzuela
Sabrina Chantell Parras

Kacy Wittek

Master of Science
Christine Ramirez Adame
Ariel Logan Buckner
Alejandra Carrillo

Blanca E. Cisneros

Liam H. Clancy

Attea Catherine Costanzo
Lindsay DeAnn Dolan
Vanessa Eileen Fernandez-Vivar
Melissa Ivonne Garcia
Erika Gonzalez

Heidi Berenice Ingram
Clarissa Michelle Navedo
Paola Guadalupe Sanchez
Takeshi Sasada

Veronica Michelle Torres
Cynthia Valenzuela
Gabriela Villaneda

Master of Social Work
Laura Margarita Carmona
Leticia Castillo

Liliana J. Christensen
Jane Townsend Concha
Lorena Y. De La Mora
Daniel Robert Fierro
Diana Raquel Gomez
Marisol Lara

Theresa Leon

Norma Angelica Palacios
Carliene Sloot Quist
Graciela Rodriguez
Christina Renee Saenz
Mariano Gabriel Sanchez
Melody Hope Schmutz
Crystal Raylene Ulibarri
Juanita Mildred Villa

School of Nursing

Master of Science in Nursing
Joy Akhigbe

Pamela Dee Anstead
Michelle Felan

Michelle Y. Gilbert

Linda Ann Hall

Chun Yan Li

Mary Alice Mata

Rae Yvonne Mitchell

Kelly Corrigan Ogden

Ervin A. Pfeifle

Rebecca Ramirez

Denise Joyce Ross
Evangelina Saenz Mendoza
Amber Lee Swindle
Andrew Martin Vick
Lizette Karina Villanueva
Natasha Dawn Wardsworth
James Thomas Williams
Ingrid Ann Wilson

Patricia Ann Young

Undergraduate
College of Engineering

Bachelor of Science in

Computer Science
Lorenzo Arzaga Jr

Jorge Berumen

Victor Osvaldo Chaparro Flores
Ivan Donoso

Alla K. Dove

Christopher Daniel Duran
Karina Enriquez

Adrian Franco Jr

Alan Alonzo Gonzalez

Luis Carlos Gutierrez Holguin
Angel Eduardo Hernandez
Julian Cesar Lopez

John Paul McKallip

Tomas Abel Meza

George Osmell Moreno Pineda
Daniel Ozuna

Luis Fernando Ramirez

Karen Aracely Ruiz

Jeanette Elvira Vazquez

Bachelor of Science in

Industrial Engineering
Jorge Chavira

Rodolfo De La Rosa

Oscar Alejandro Diaz De Leon
Ana Karen Dorado Ibarra
Ricardo Fernandez

Jorge Alejandro Garay

Alma Cristina Gutierrez Saldana
Yin Huang

Edgar Mena

Alfredo Enrique Padilla Cisneros
Christy Janeth Quezada

Elsa Elena Rodriguez

Miguel Ivan Serrato

Manuel Oscar Silva

Oscar A. Stephenson

Bachelor of Science in

Mechanical Engineering
Linda Melissa Alamillo
Steven Daniel Ambriz
Danielle Apodaca

Luis Banda

Jaime Alejandro Barron Ruiz
Kevin John Berba

Eduardo Cordero Rovelo
Jose Luis Coronel Jr
Manuel Alberto Cruz Rocha
Sebastian De La Rosa
Andres De La Vega

Daniel Duran

Carlos Fabian Frias

Jesus Gabriel Garcia
Guillermo Garza Galvan
Edgar Godinez

Marisa Ann Godoy

Fabian Alejandro Guerrero
Joetta Reyna Gueta
Francisco Javier Guillen
Richard Thomas Lane
Victor Loya-Garnica

Arturo Martinez

Dolan Mayorga

Steven Mercado

Robert Aaron Millis

Isaac Monrreal

Emma Annalise Navar
Oscar Roberto Nunez
Ramiro Pinon

Mario Alberto Ramirez
Adam Alfonso Rascon

Luis Fernando Rascon Mijares
April James Rivera
Christian Randolph Ruiz
Adrian H. Saenz

Gabriel Ricardo Trujillo
Saira A. Valdes Zepeda
Esau Alejandro Valles

Luis Alejandro Varela Jimenez
Alejandro Andre Vazquez
Marcos Villalobos

Corinne Nicole Wittmann

Bachelor of Science in
Metallurgical & Materials
Engineering

Matthew Devon Black

Jessica Lynn Buckner

Daniel Chavez

Daniel Javier Perez

Jesus A. Rodriguez

Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering
Edgar Andres Aceves
Stephanie Almeida
Marcelino Anguiano Chavez
Ruben Barrientos Jr

Miguel Angel Benavente
Victoria Alexandra Castaneda
Jose Ismael Cepeda Jr
Rodrigo Chavez

Nereida Celia Cora

Paulina Cristoforo

Karim Dajlala-Molina
Gabriel De Haro

Joshua Manuel Diaz

Oscar Garcia

Saul Gutierrez Jr

Eric Isaac Hernandez

Luis Eduardo Hernandez Jr
Omar Jimenez

Hector Basilio Lopez Jr
Vicente Lopez Flores

Joel Andres Martinez

Cesar Alejandro Quezada Arellano
Evelyn Rios

Gustavo Rojo

Pedro Alejandro Romero
Priscilla Liliana Sandoval
Jose Alejandro Sosa

Victor David Tapia
Jonathan Isaac Tavarez
Sergio Omar Trabulsi
Gabriel Amador Villanueva

Bachelor of Science in

Electrical Engineering
Abraham Alvarez

Aaron Ryan Aragon

Omar Garcia Arce

Luis Berumen

Arih Alejandro Carrera

Eric Chaidez

Paul Michael Chavez
Rodrigo Alberto Chavez
Lorenzo Corral

Luis Alberto Cruz Altamirano
Edgar Ivan De La Torre
Adolfo Del Real

Jorge Alejandro Fernandez
Nora Alejandra Fuentes Rodriguez
Luis Ricardo Gamez
Benedico Huitzilihuitl Garcia
Christopher Ivan Garcia
Gilberto M. Garcia

Diane Garcia-Gaytan

Yadira Zoideth Garibay
Carlos Antonio Hernandez
Jacob Edward Herrera

Steve Arturo Lafuente
Francis Alejandra Larios
Javier Lujan Jr

Nickolas Scott Maxwell
Jorge Alberto Molina Monsivais
Jesus Sergio Moore Jr
Manuel Moreno

Juan Carlos Munoz Molina
Michelle Janette Pugh
Giovanni Reveles




David Evaristo Reyes

Hugo Alberto Rodriguez
Oscar Miguel Rodriguez
Valerie Salazar

Michelle Jeannette Salvador
Edgar Ivan Santiesteban
Hannah Teri Shearman
Daniel Sierra

Edgar Solorzano

David Sustaita

Leticia Valles

Luis Daniel Vazquez

Dawid Michael Yhisreal-Rivas

College of Liberal Arts

Bachelor of Arts
Cesar Hiram Aguirre
Mayra Susana Aguirre
Sofia Aguirre

Phillip Jacob Alig

Paulina Almanza

Brittany Anne Alonso-Benitez
Martin Alvarado Jr
Matthew Richard Alvarado
Jessica Areli Alvarez
Miriam Joshephine Alvarez
Jacquelyn Renee Aragon
Marcela Alejandra Aragon
Claudia Janette Aranda
Aaron Arellano

Jose Mario Arguellez
Hector Arrieta IlI

Ruth Esther Arroyo
Kaitlin Elaine Atkinson
Jose Maria Avila

Gabriela De Jesus Ayala
Marcus Andrew Ayala
Maria Samira Azcarate
Guadalupe Baeza

Bianca Mona Balderrama
Minerva Marie Balderrama
Erik Barraza

Manuel Barron

Angela Marie Bennett
Karla Betancourt
Michelle Lavendar Rose Blanks
Perla Borrego

Rodrigo Alberto Borunda
Gloria Botello

Matthew Boyaki

Brittany L. Buffington
Abel R. Bujanda

Gerardo Bush

Samantha Bustamante
Stephanie Bustillos
Maria Guadalupe Cardoza
Gabriela Caro

Isaac Jason Carranza
Jose Adrian Carrasco
Suzanne Lee Carrasco
Andres Antonio Carrete
Marissa Carrillo

Abel Johnathan Casares
Carolina Casas

Jose Salvador Castaneda
Mariana Castaneda
Diana Isabel Castillo
Emelia Rubi Castro Farina
Cynthia Cereceres

Star Esther Chacon
Alfredo Chavez

Amanda Brittany Chavez
Julio Cesar Chavez
Matthew Manuel Chavez
Miguel Angel Chavez
Diego Ossel Chavira Chow
Ko-Hsin Chen

Claudia Cisneros

Luisana Clarke

Anthony Gus Cohen
Elaine Coley

Adan Hedel Contreras
Eva Astrid Cortez

Maria Dolores Cortez
Veronica Ruth Cruz
Adrian Cuellar

Robert Harry Sutton Davis
Alexandra De La O

Perla Ivonne De La Torre
Diana Elizabeth De Leon
Erik DeStefano

George J. Delavega
Daniel Esteban Delgado
Javier M. Delgado
Mizrahaim Delgado
Roberto Jesus Diaz
Thomas Dominguez
Eduardo Dragone

Thalia Duarte

Amanda Kristine Duran
Dafne Idhaly Elizondo
Holden G. Enciso Mr
Blanca Aracely Esparza
Ruben Javier Esparza
Martha Veronica Espino
Joshua J. Espinoza

Diana Estrada

Manuel Estrada

Osvaldo Estrada

Andreea lonela Felea
Patricia Hudek Fernandez
Carlos Flores

Nidia Lizeth Flores
Reuben Blanco Flores
Crystal Indira Fuentes
Juan Carlos Galicia Jr
Karina Noemi Gallardo
Elizabeth Rocha Garcia
Elizabeth Garcia

Karina Lizette Garcia
Kimberly Anne Garcia
Olivia Patricia Garcia
Sarai Garcia

Serenity Sasha Garcia
Whitney Marie Garcia
Rochelle Alanna Garza
Irasema Gildo

Ana Catalina Giner
Brandon Emery Giordano
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Daniel Rodolfo Glover
Daniel Andres Gomez
Erika Christine Gomez
Andrea Marie Gonzales
Barbara Gonzalez

Claudia Elena Gonzalez
Irving lvan Gonzalez
Michelle Patricia Gonzalez
Miguel Angel Gonzalez
Angel F. Granados

Yaisah Joanna Granillo
Gabriela Guerrero

Jessica Yvette Gurrola
Alejandra Gutierrez
Jessica Loray Gutierrez
Joseph Ronald Gutierrez
Joshua Ulysses Guzman
Yisell Eve Halm

Claudia Heredia

Mario Cesar Hermosillo
Brianda Danzel Hernandez
Denise Mariana Hernandez
Kristian Oscar Hernandez
Leah Michelle Hernandez
Ramon Eduardo Hernandez
Sandra Carmen Hernandez

Jacqueline Michelle Hernandez Silva

Tabitha Rae Herrera
Krystle Marie Holguin
Jacqueline Huerta

Jon Joseph Huerta

Jesus Miguel Huizar
Rene Armando Huizar
Yazmin Irigoyen

Rebecca Victoria Jauregui
Efren Oscar Jimenez Jr
Brittany Lee Kindzierski
Brittany Shea Knight
Monica Elisa Lazcano
April Magaly Limon

Erika Andrea Lopez

Iris Lopez

Jasmine Desiree Lopez
Jorge Luis Lopez

Karina Astrid Lopez

Katie Virginia Lopez
Laura Cristina Lopez
Gerardo Dan Lopez Ochoa
Priscilla Lovas

Reyna Anays Loya
Rogelio Lozano

Maria Fernanda Magana
Adrian Christopher Marin
Adam Alexander Martinez
Christopher Martinez
Jose Luis Martinez

Loida E. Martinez
Melody Lynn Mason
Fatima Sausan Masoud
Ruth Massey

Karyn Ashlee Mata
Chelsea Rachelle Mayer
Katherine Maureen Mayfield
Sarah Angelika McCourt
Daniel John Mckee
David Medina

Jessica Medina
Stephanie Medina
Valeria Mejia

Adam Lee Melendez
Elvia Rosa Mendez
Ofelia lvonne Meran
Devin White Miertschin
Alyssa Gabrielle Mijares
Jeremy N. Montelongo
Omar Montoya

Javier lvan Monzon
Armando Morales Jr
Emilio Morales

Emily Marie Morales
Juvencio Dante Morales
Marko Anton Morales
Stefanie Morales

Janeth Moreno

Paloma Moreno
Cassandra Morrill
Genesee Marissa Mullin
Argentina Munoz

Juan R. Munoz

Mark Vincent Munoz Il
Robert Munoz Jr

Jose Antonio Napoles
Manuel Navarette Jr
Diana Cristina Navarrete
Joaquin Navarro
Leonides Ricardo Navarro
Anthony Edwin Nazario
Larissa Obeso

Olga Lizbeth Ochoa
Sonia Olivas

Alondra Ontiveros

Justin Garrett Ordonez
Luis A. Orozco

Cristina Ortiz

Lauren Elizabeth Pace
Magaly Lisset Palomino
Crystal Marie Parra
Diana Parra

Israel Joel Parra

Martha Alexandra Pasaret
Elizabeth Aguirre Paxton
Deborah M. Paz
Elizabeth Pedroza
Lourdes Beatriz Peraldi
Jennifer Perea

Abril Alicia Perez

Carlos Enrique Perez
Francisco Perez

Hector E. Perez

Maribel Araceli Perez
Danya Perez De Hernandez
Jessica Erin Pettit

Lindse Elyse Pfannenstiel
Vanessa Diane Poblano
Elizabeth Jeanne Polinsky
Alejandra Ponce de Leon
Alejandra Prieto

Candice Ariel Provencio
Elsa Jacquelyn Quintana
Enrique David Quintana
Eric Quintanar

Brenda Sujeyt Ramirez
Rosa Isela Ramirez
Virginia Marie Ramirez
Hali Aileen Ramos

Leslie Patricia Ramos
Sacheen S. Ramos
Simone Rachael Randolph
Jessica Vivian Rangel
Jaganath G. Raspopovich
Francis J. Regalado
Aileen Anahi Renteria
David Antonio Reyes
David Reyes

Paul Matthew Reynoso
Michelle Reza

Fernando Rios

Ricardo Rivera

Brittany Ann Robinson
Carlos Robles

Jessica Rodarte

Angela K. Rodriguez
Christina Yvonne Rodriguez
Eric Christian Rodriguez
Ernestina Elizabeth Rodriguez
Jonathan Romo

Denise Alexandra Rosales
Miranda Elizabeth Ross
Maria Elena Rubio
Denisse Anai Ruiz

Ivey Ashley Marie Ruiz
Carmen Graciela Saenz
Cristina Marissa Salas
Maite Salcido

Joanna Salinas Contel
Carla Virginia Samano
Cassandra Nicole Sanchez
Estefania Sanchez

Gema Aline Sanchez
Alberto Efrain Sanchez Macias
Denise Leticia Saucedo
Gerardo Saucedo

Daniel Segura

Carolina Servin

Victoria Naomi Servin
Rosa Maria Sevilla
Christopher Chong Sherman
Andrea Sierra

Victor Manuel Siqueiros
Stephen Joseph Snyder
Gabriel Ramon Sosa
Aisha Soueidan

Marie A. St Clair

Evan Marie Stapleton
Allison Marie Stark

Anete Steinberga
Alexander Michael Stewart
Joseph Leonard Sutton
Sergio Manuel Tarin
Veronica R. Terrazas
Kassandra E. Tirres
Angelica Torres

Crystal Marie Torres

Joe Torres Jr

Patricia Pina Urbina
Anoushka Valodya

Justin Vasquez

Jasmine Velasquez
Lycette Velasquez
Ernesto Inez Villalobos
Cynthia Villegas

Linsey Brooke Walsh
Aarin Kathleen Walston
Courtney Marie Ware
James Michael Watters
Erika Weigend-Vargas
Jerrod Brandon Williams
Steffani Diane Williams
Jacqueline M. Winterberg
Saturnino Mattew Yniguez
Anakaren Zamarron
Jared Christian Zapf
Victor Daniel Zaragoza
Tristan David Zelenak
Raul Zubia Il

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Brenda Elizabeth Alcantar
Cleopatra Elizabeth Arevalo

Laura Elizabeth Caballero Gonzalez

Jorge Ivan Calleja
Guadalupe Campos

Erin Lynn Collins

Halley Gibran De Santiago
Alfredo Jauregui

Phillip Ray Ladd

Irasema Langarica

Elaine Kathleen Lerma

Maria Eugenia Loya

Maria Jose Portillo

Mariana Leticia Rivera Gutierrez
Alejandro Robles

Jon-Marc Rocha

Elora Rhianne Schoppet-Holt
Paul Telles

Ariadne Willis

Bachelor of Multidisciplinary

Studies

Trinidad Acevedo Jr

Abel Arturo Acosta
Rebecca Acuna

Laura Florentyna Alfaro
Armando Almanza
Margarita Arellano Urbina
Michelle Beck

Daniel Clayton Box
Angela Renee Branigan
Darius Terrell Campbell
lan Christopher Campbell
Angela Patricia Carvalho
Jamie Marie Chase
Alexander Daniel Chavez
Sean Matthew Christmas
Erika Daniela Cossiorojas
Stacy Lynn Davis

Sandra Teresa Delonge
Kelly Marie Downey
Eduardo Esteban Esparza
Alicia Faz

Victoria Fields

Lizzette Rose Galvan
Gerardo Garcia

Victoria Isabel Garcia

llsa M. Garza

Erika Carolina Giron
Miguel Granados Jr
Deshawn L. Grayson
Joseph Paul Gutierrez
Lucio Hernandez

Yvonne De La Garza Hernandez Diaz
Lisa Annette Higdon
Ernest Lynn Hinojos
Reynaldo George Hinojosa Jr
Sharlene Annette Horton
Janice Katherine Jackson
Kristofer Alan Johnson
Benitez Jones

Kyron Carlton Joseph
Mary Stump Kozak
Monica Marie Krumbholz
Edwiges Lopez

Linda Jeanette Lopez
Jessica A. Luchini

Ervay Rodrigo Martinez
Melissa A. McDaniel
Anthony A. Medina
Rafael Medrano

Rudy Robert Melendez
Josue Samuel Mendez
Tamara Mendoza
Danielle Marie Molina
Loray Veronica Moore
Daniela Morales

Derrick Jamal Morgan
Evan P. Moschopoulos
Anderson Mureta Mutegi
Patrick Kelly Noll

Earl O’Veal

Amber Denise Oakes
Ifeanyi Obioma Oguh
Linda Guillermina Pedroza
Rebecca Perez

Victor Manuel Placencia
Debra Michelle Ramirez
Tanya Amelia Rico

Juana O. Rivas

Esperanza Rodriguez
Sarai Jeniffer Rodriguez Tarin
Federico Romero

Patricia Romero

Lionel Aarron Russell
Maria Elena Ruybe

David James Ryks

Lalyn Susana Sapien

Irma Seigel

Amanda Marie Sepulveda
Andrea Elizabeth Sharp
Stephen Harry Simon
Ivan Jesus Siqueiros
Stacy Olivia Smith

Brian Andrew Smithson
Wendy-Lee Carrasco Solorio
Maria Guadalupe Soto Montanez
Mildred Talamantes
James Lee Tarnow Il
Cynthia Lorena Tovar
Elizabeth Marie Tran
Francisco Vacio

Megan Therese Vallee
Ephraim Aaron Varela
Romilda Michelle Vasquez
Rosario Walton

Dakota Hayes Warren
Jordan James Woodruff
Miracle Denise Yebra

Bachelor of Music
Michael Trent Acosta
Luis Miguel Aguilera
Vincent Omar Chaparro
Kayla Margaret Chappell
Lillian Victoria Chavez
Anastasia Lupe Chuca
Gabriel Paul Fernandez
Guillermo M. Gutierrez
Christopher Padilla
Enrique Ponce
Jonathan Reyes

Jose Luis Rios Jr
Candice Priscilla Sierra
Czarina Olivia Vazquez

Bachelor of Science
Lexana Patrice Alfaro
Mauricio Banuelos
Danelle Tiara Carlos
Omar Carrasco

Berenise De Haro

Erika Faith De La Pena
Jessica Garcia

Dessaray Cisneros Gorbett
Ramon Rosario Gutierrez
Ashley Nicole Morales
Taylor A. Nix

Marco Antonio Oropeza
Reyna Patricia Puentes
Karen Itzel Ramirez

Luis Manuel Rangel Jr
Cynthia Patricia Rubio
Adrian Marchell Salazar
David Sanchez

Jesus Sanchez Primo

College of Science

Bachelor of Science
Liliana Acosta Alvarez
Gabriel Juan Adame
Xavier Alberto Adame
Michelle Aguilar
Elizabeth Renata Aguilera
Michelle Aguirre

Jesus Manuel Aleman
Jacqueline Alvarez
Cristina Marie Arenaz
Chenoa Dara Arico
Alejandro Enrique Baca Jr
Debarko Banerji

Ana Cecilia Barrios

Jesus Benitez

Lydia Elisa Benitez

Lori Evelyn Berumen
Dominic Omar Betancourt
Miguel Alberto Betancourt
Christopher Anton Billingsley
Juan Miguel Bolanos
Nathan Howard Bolden Il
William Davis Burman
Cassandra Lauren Burruel
Araceli Cabada

Maripaz Anadela Calderon
Jessica Marie Camacho
David Alejandro Carbajal
Veronica Andrea Castillo
Nancy Perry Conkey
Gabriela Contreras Salas
Yanira Cordero

Mayra Patricia Cordero Rios
Marilyn Crystal Corona
Andrea Corral

Norma Leticia Cruz
Nallely Davalos

Olinamyr Davalos
Berenise De Haro

Ashley Nicole Dearo
Yvette Priscilla Dearo
Maribel Diaz

Nicole Dominguez

Emilio Antonio Doring
Rene Lucero Duran
Suzanne Marie Esparza
Marwan Mazin Fattouhi
Ricardo Faudoa

Ruben Fernandez
Viridiana Fernandez
Magaly Fierro

Marco Antionio Flores
Miguel Angel Flores
Gabriela Raschel Franco
Lorellie Mortiz Frydenlund
Caroline Petra Fuentes
Ana Karen Galicia

Brenda lleana Gallegos
Alanna Desiree Garcia
Armando Garcia Jr

Brenda Dianne Garcia
Irma Garcia

Jessica Marie Garcia
Karina Alexis Garcia

Laura Lizeth Garcia
Ramon Alejandro Garcia
Sarah Michele Garcia
Steven Jake Garmon
Nathan Ty Garza

Lonni Brooke Giffin
Alejandra Gomez
Christopher Gomez

Olga Ester Gomez

David Thomas Gonzales
Amanda Marie Gonzalez
Hannah Elizabeth Gonzalez
Karina Gonzalez

Daniel Gutierrez

Jameel Nasser Hamdan
Beatriz Monica Hantzopulos
Claudia Hernandez
Gerardo Hernandez
Jaclyn Lorraine Hernandez
Jessika Hernandez
Yvonne Elizabeth Hernandez
Mona Maria Heydarian
Laura Paola Hinojos
Lorena Lizette Ibarra
lliana Juarez

Aicha Khamsi

Jolene Lettunich

Shana Renee Levin

Abril Alejandra Lopez
Alfred Rene Lopez

Jose Lopez Jr

Jesus Loya

Yolva Idalie Loya
Fernando Lozano

Chelsea Elizabeth Lucas
Maria Del Carmen Luevano
Lindsey Michelle Marquez
Katharyne Michelle Martin
Sara Elizabeth Martine
Grisel Martinez

Karina Martinez

Tania Angelica Mayorga
Troy Anthony McGarity
Joshua Mendivil

Crystal Adrianne Mendoza
Monica Susandra Mendoza
Stephanie Mendoza

Capri Beonka Middleton
Joann A. Miller

Tomas Molina Jr

Sofia Monarrez

Luis Armando Moncada
Abigail Monreal

Isaac Monrreal

Marisela Montelongo
Stephanie Moreno
George Osmell Moreno Pineda
Abigail Damaris Muniz
Jesse Murillo

Ashley Galusina Nauer
Alejandra Navarro
Alexandra Patricia Navarro
Samanta Bernis Obregon
Loren E. Ochoa

Rufina Rosario Olmos
Melissa Desiree Oropeza
Cristina Ortiz

Sebastian Andres Pace
Jacqueline Jennette Pacheco
Roberto Alfredo Padilla Jr
Adrian Isaiah Patterson
Ashley N. Payan

Diego Armando Pedroza
Terry L. Peoples

Yvette Pereyra

Samantha Renee Perez
Johnny Rene Piseno
Judith Quijas

David Quintanar Jr
Matthew Anthony Quiroz

Eduardo Domingo Ramirez
Teresa Adriana Ramirez
Mireya Griselle Ramos
Talia Isis Raya

Blanca Isabel Rey
Armando Reyes Jr
Cristina Alexandria Reza-Gutierrez
Eileen Rico

Frances Ann Rios

Carla Regina Rivas
Loretta Marie Rivera
Janeth Rodriguez
Mariana Rodriguez
Theresa Anne Rodriguez
Rachel Soraya Romero
Karla Isabel Ronquillo
Maricarmen Rubio
Samuel David Ruelas
Olga Denisse Ruiz Gonzalez
John Henry Saathoff I
Bruce A. Saenz

Adarsh Ashit Saheba
Alejandro Salas
Cassandra Isabel Salas
Jessica Goretty Salazar
Marisa Genevive Salomon Beltran
Amanda Sanchez

Juan Moises Sanchez
Maria Elena Sanchez
Monica Sanchez
Alexandro Sandoval
Kathy LeeAnn Segura
Emmanuel Silva

Renato Alberto Sousa IlI
Melissa Lee Spear

Mark Aaron Stephenson
Khunnathee I. Stoner
Bruno Musolini Tabarani
Vanessa Tarin

Christine Annette Terrazas
Francisco Javier Torres
Nessly Victoria Torres
Jeannie Tam Tran

Cindy Evelin Ulloa
Nathalie Valdez

Yadira Valdez Garcia
Elizabeth Vasquez

Ana Laura Vazquez

Anais Vazquez

Alejandro Velarde

Eric Lloyd Vest
Christopher Ryan Vidales
Brian Villalba

Annabel Vizcaino

Adam David Waters
Melissa Ann Welch
Robert Daniel Wilkins

College of Education

Bachelor of

Interdisciplinary Studies
Nancy Berenice Alcantar
Emilia Alonso

Esther Zulai Alonso

Laura Priscila Alvarado Duarte
Maribel Amaro

Priscilla M. Apodaca
Beatriz Armijo

Delinda Chavira Artalejo
Catalina Maria Barcenas
Josefina Barraza

Lucy Bell Bejarano
Gabriel Borunda Jr
Beatriz Adriana Caballero
Nancy Calderon

Julio Miguel Cano

Erika Antonia Carrasco
Jose Antonio Carrillo
Erika Castano

Karem Graciela Castillo
Lizet Castillo

Rocio Sarahi Chaparro
Andrea Carolina Chavez
Veronica Miranda Chavez
Megan Laura Churchman
Brenda Renee Collazo
Laura Lee Condon
Claudia Lorena Conner
Diana Dinora Coronel
Adriana Corralejo

Nancy De Santiago
Belinda Yvette Diaz

Erica Diaz

Esmeralda Diaz

Olga Dieguez

Tyler Wayne Dillard
Mariel Eunice Dominguez
Norma Yolanda Dominguez
Sandra Ruth Dominguez
Jessieca Linday Douglas
Victoria Andrea Enriquez
Diana Gabriela Escalante Amparan
Josie Escobar

Mayra Esparza

Yvonne Espinoza

Crystal Estrada

Paula Yvette Estrada
Jorge Miguel Estrella
Kelci Nash Farley
Amanda Annette Ferguson
Dale Ann Frances Fernandez
Gisel Figueroa

Alexandro Flores

Cynthia Flores

Rosa Monica Frayre

Rosa Maria Galindo
Jeanette Galvan

Wendy Galvan

Nancy Marie Gamboa
Priscilla Gamez

Annette Garcia

Israel Garcia

Patricia Jacqueline Garcia
Martha Lugo Garza

Silvia Karina Gasca
America Gomez

Anna Nicole Guevara
Molly Marie Gutierrez



Stephanie Ann Gutierrez
Gabriela Hernandez
Jessica Hernandez

Sylvia Gerardo Hernandez
Olidia Diaz Isassi

Patricia Vasquez Jaquez
Sarah Jimenez

Jennifer Anne Johnson
Rachel Jurado

Jessica Koenig

Angela Leon

Lorenzo Licerio

Lauren Clarisse Licon
Wandreka Cornellia Linston
Adriana Ann Lopez
Brenda Evelyn Lopez

Eva Linda Lopez

Rebecca Lopez

Sheena Teresa Lopez
Claudia Luevanos

Karla Lujan

Manuel Antonio Luna
Cassandra Michelle Macias
Samantha Marie Macias
Diana Maldonado
Brenda Verenice Marquez
Nancy Martinez

Paloma Azahi Martinez
Rebecca Nicole Martinez
Janina Maria Maysonet
Guadalupe Perez Medina
Samantha Medrano

Ariel Genesis Mess
Cassandra Nichole Mettler
llsse Modesto

Yesenia Montero

Irene Rivera Montoya
Crystal Barany Moran
Elda Martinez Muller
David Muniz

Alejandro Munoz
Shannon Johanna Murphy
Sandra Berenicee Nevarez
Jessica Nunez

Karina Orona

Debbie Ortega

Frances Antionette Parral
Rosalie Pena

Lizette Guadalupe Pillado
Maribel Pinela

Celina Stephanie Pinuelas
Alejandra Ponce

Melissa Ruby Quintanilla
Edgar Julian Ramirez
Susana Ramirez

Christina Irma Reveco
Alejandra Reyes

Denise Reyes

Eduardo Luis Reyes
Gabriela Carolina Reyes
Nallely Denise Rico Gonzalez
Jasmine July Rife

Clarissa Rivas

Adrian Antonio Rivera
Vanessa Patricia Robali
Ruth Ann Rodarte
Alberto Pavel Rodriguez
Ana Llanci Rodriguez
Elizabeth M. Rodriguez
Jose Luis Rodriguez
Marisol Rodriguez
Patricia Ivette Rodriguez
Venus Rodriguez

Elia Rodriguez Rojas
Refugio Rojas

Erika Roque

Cindy Anne Rosales

Ana Karen Ruiz

Erica Marie Saldana
Imelda Patricia Sanchez
Juana Maribel Sanchez
Monica Sanchez

Zulema Sandoval

Maritza Francisca Schlak
Selina Sifuentes

Sandra Yadira Silva

Irma Espino Song
Michael Richard Sotelo
Josephine Talamantes
Carlos Abel Terrazas
Sandra Tinajero

Diana Patricia Townley
Jessica Marie Urbina
Elizabeth Valdez

Victoria Valdez

Susana Garcia Valle
Maria Guadalupe Vasquez
Ana Alejandra Vazquez Jurado
Fabiola Velasquez
Claudia Flores Venegas
David Anthony Vijil

Silvia Cecilia Villegas
Claudia Ware

Sarah J. Weaver

Monica Michelle Williams
Vianey Wilson

Tanya Daniela Yosioka
Angelica Zamora

College of Business
Administration

Bachelor of Business

Administration
Mirna Nayeli Acevedo
April Elizabeth Addis
Omar Aguilar

Andrea Aguirre
Akingbenga Adewale Akintunde
Yamil Zianb Al-Askar
Veronica Alarcon

Velia Aldea

Timothy Brandon Allen
Lorena Almeida

Sarahi Alvidrez

Alexia Lucinda Apodaca
Melissa Ashley Armagnac
Emmanuel Arzate
Cesar Astorga

Eloy Atkinson Jr

Diana Marie Avalos
Lidia Avila

Ivonne Baray

Daniel Eduardo Barraza Jr
Stephanie Barraza
Josue David Barrios
Alexis A. Barroso
Ve-Denise Bauer

Jode Bejarano
Jacqueline Rejat Beltran
Ingrid Tan Bergs
Viviana Bernal

Jacob Timmothy Bryan
Octavio Campero Jr
Mariana Candelario Burgoa
Jessica Alondra Cano
Luz Castaneda

Melissa Castorena
Gerardo Castrellon
Miriam Castro

Pearl Cazares

Alejandro Ceballos
Edgar Alberto Ceniceros
Jorge Alberto Cepeda
Omar Cervantes
Andres Chavez

Luis Alberto Chavez
Jashmin Leigh Chavira
Dwight C. Cobb
Amanda Marie Cook
John Shelton Cope
Joseph Arce Cotton
Rebecca Diane Crain
Maria Jose Cruz

Luis Alfredo Cuellar
Alan Daniel De Anda
Jose Pablo De Las Casas
Vicki Lynn Joosten Deer
Victoria del Campo
Carlos J. Delgado
Daniela Delgado

Pedro Diaz Jr

Lawrence Dixon
Howard Mitchel Doblado Il
Veronica Dominguez
Fernando David Duarte
Octavio Duran Jr

Sylvia Duran

Clara Nicole Durand
Michael David Elliott Jr
Christian Bernard Escapite
Jose Espino Jr

Alba Mariana Esquivel
Robyn Roxanne Estala
Richard Estrada

Cesar A. Flores

Jaime Javier Flores
John Thomas Franco
Gabriel Harris Frank
Jorge Luis Gamboa Jr
Melissa Vianney Gameros
Emilia Gamez

Gerardo Garcia

Jesus Garcia lll

Mariel Andrea Garcia
Marlene Garcia

Rafael Garcia

Ruben Edward Garcia
Mark Garza

Alejandra Gomez
George A. Gomez
Joshua Eliseo Gomez
Carlos Eduardo Gonzalez
Irving Moises Gonzalez
Vanessa Gonzalez
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Marcus Eighi Green
Anahi Guerrero

Priscila Gurrola

Miriam Gutierrez

Paulo Andres Guzman
Andres Hernandez
Everardo Hernandez
Gabriel Eliseo Hernandez
Luis Carlos Hernandez
Miguel Angel Herrera
Mayra Elvia Huereca
Saida Huerta

Karl Edward Jacob-Ramirez
Alejandra Denise Jaquez
Mark Alexander Landeros
Jessica Lizette Lara
Jordan Scott Lopez

Jose Salvador Lopez
Kevin Lopez

Maria Elena Lopez
Marcela Lopez Prieto
Luis C. Lujan

Lizette Veronica Luna
Tess Marion Lynch
Selene Laura Macias
Rebecca Maese
Benjamin Magadan Beall
Jorge Lorenzo Marin
Eduardo Martinez

lIse Yissel Martinez
Salvador Martinez

Anna Lyz Martinez-Valenciana
Hugo Maynez Cabral

Daisy McCarthy

Luis E. Medina

Rocio Medina

Jesus Elias Mendoza Hernandez
Rosa Yolanda Miranda
Javier Alfonso Moguel Jr
Marc Ferdinand Molina
Jesus Martin Moncada
Alix Rocio Moncada Aguirre
Megan Mariah Monteith
Gabriela Montes Moctezuma
Wardy Montijo

Amanda Morales

Julian Gonzalo Mota
Hannah lleen Muegge
Claudia Nevarez

Marta Lane Nudd

Natalia Soledad Ojeda
Jonathan J. Okies

Magdiel Olaguivel

Kayla Michelle Oranger
Jacqueline Astrid Ornelas
Ivonne Ortega

Ramon Alberto Ortega
Mariana Jessica Pacheco
Sergio Pando

Bibiana Parra

Laura Adela Parra

Elias Pena

Karla Lizette Perez
Raymundo Perez

Saul Isaac Perez Chavez
Crystal Marie Placencia Black
Raquel Ayme Ponce

Diana N. Puente

Alicia Regina Quevedo
Abiram Quinonez

Bryan Quintana

Claudia Lizeth Ramirez
Juan Ramirez Jr

Alejandro Ramirez Ramirez
Delila Ruby Ramos

Robert Pierre Raudry

Jissel Anail Reyes

David Alejandro Rios

Luis Eduardo Rivera
Christina Nicole Rodriguez
Jaime Rodriguez

Veronica Rodriguez

Elena Romero

Jesus Alejandro Romo
Ethan A. Rondeau

Melissa Diane Rosas
Steven Kyle Rowland

Diana M. Rusk

Irving Emmanuel Saldana
Elisa Monique Samaniego
Juan Javier Sanchez

Bryan Robert Sandidge
Enrique Sandoval

Miriam Santiago

Alejandra Santillan Ramirez
Natalie Christine Sarabia
Ashley Michelle Schrecongost
Gabriel T. Segura

Jessica Serna

Lorena Carolina Servin
Debra Duarte Shoffit
Cassiopia Alani Silva

Daniel Silva

Matthew Aaron Skelton
Timothy J. Skinner
Jeremiah Allen Smith
Zhara Liberty Smith
Jorge Esteban Solis
Pamela Soto

Irving Stephenson
Nicholas Michael Suitonu
Sandra Ana Tapia

Andres Tellez-Giron
Carina Guadalupe Terrazas
Lina Mariana Terrazas
Christopher Paul Terry
Ugyen Thinlay

Ana Virginia Araujo Thompson
Julio Cesar Torres
Fernando A. Tovar
Jurmeth Sherab Tshering
Maria Esther Valdez
Jeanette Alejandra Valverde
Esli Isela Vargas

lliana Vazquez

Alejandro Vega

Joel Daniel Vega Jr.

Pedro Vega Jr

Andrew Velazquez
Arnoldo David Verazas Rojas
Richard Jeffery Veveiros
Jesus Vicente

Marcos Villalobos
Kristine Vitola

Darcy Welch

Dorothy Alicia Williams
Shadrian Eugene Williams
Ana Gabriela Yanez
Gabriel Adrian Yanez
Gloria Elvira Yanez

Sergio G. Zamora

College of Health Sciences

Bachelor of Science
Karen Nayeli Acosta

Luis Fernando Aguirre
Rosanna Alderete

Alexis L. Alvarez Arrunada
Alden Arturo Amaro
Stephanie Sharon Anguiano Zarate
Andres Archuleta
Daniela Eugenia Bernal
Emma Louise Binford
Travis Aaron Boyle

Devy Adreliz Caraballo
Yvonne Carrillo

Jimmy Chavez Il
Courtney Alexis Cooper
Cynthia E. Coronado
Abril Paola Cota Gutierrez
June Kyu DeAntonio
Robin Arlene Delgado
Christian Carera Dior
Jessica Dominguez

April Escajeda

Maria A. Estrada
Kathleen Renee Feltner
Alyssa Danielle Fernandez
Veronica Fernandez
Amber LeighAnne Flores
Ashley Marie Flores
Anahi Garcia

Jorge Luis Gomez IlI
Roman Gomez
Jacqueline Nicole Gonzalez
Jessica Ann Gonzalez
Elen Faye Gutierrez
Jesse Elijah Hawes Jr
Christina Belen Hernandez
David Eric Hernandez
Kristin Rae Hernandez
Stephanie Leonor Holz
Martha Araceli Kluge
Joanna Marie Krienitz
Blanca Vanessa Lerma
Crystal Lina Lomeli
Genevieve MacFall
Cecilia Macias

Elisa Martin del Campo
Alejandro Martinez
Marine Isabelle Menez
Andrea Renee Miller
Jose Alejandro Montes Jr
Juan Carlos Morales Jr
Daniel Navarro

Felicia Mae Neeley
Denise Alexandria Nunez
Jocelyn Rosina Ochoterena
Isaac Roberto Oliva
Cristina Orozco

Jacob Michael Ortega
Leslie Ortega

Rodrigo Penaflor

Congratulations from

UTEP.

ASSOCIATION

@

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEX

LIFE

&ir

Office of Inter national Program s

Samantha Renee Perez
Amanda Trevizo Picos
Victor Portillo

Brianda Prado

Juan Pablo Ramirez
Michael Jonathan Ramirez
Victoria Marie Ramirez
Shannon Hope Rigshee
Michelle Arlene Rodarte
Sarah Noelle Rodarte
Brandon Scott Rodriguez
Eduardo Rojas

Stacy Romero

Jennifer Salas

Barbara Sanchez

Luis Omar Santiago

Brianda Selene Sarmiento Rodriguez

Lizette Alejandra Sidransky-Ulloa
Marina Sigala

Gabriela Soria

Cornelio Antonio Sotelo

Karina Nicole Valdespino

Maria Pilar Valenzuela

Jose Manuel Varela Jr

Kayleigh Nicole Walts

Bachelor of Social Work
Alexis Alvara

Maribel Ayala

Miguel Angel Ayala

Michael Joseph Balusek
Fabian Banuelos

Ivonne Barrios

Sarah Irene Del Toro
Athenna Dill

Michelle Dowz

Criselda Duque

Sonia Duque

Sarah Elguea

Blanca Estela Enriquez
Victoria Lyn Epperson

Sara Yesmin Falcon

Amie Ashley Flores
Jacqueline Elizabeth Gallinar
Gustavo Thomas Garay-Vidal
Anthony Trinidad Gonzalez
Jessica Raquel Guillen
Stephany Natalie Herrera
Thu Le

Rachael Lopez

Lorenzo Humberto Marmolejo
Monica L. Olivas

Veronica Perez

Virginia Angelica Quinonez
Alejandra Ramirez

Jessica Ann Ramirez
Michelle Sarah Ramos
Angelica Raya

Mailin Rivera

Roxana Romero

Leonor Samantha Ruiz
Jaclyn Nicole Samaniego
Valerie Van Voltenburg
Rebecca Salome Washer
Belinda Yanez

School of Nursing

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Vivian Abascal

Andrea Aguilera
Gabrielle Anais Aguirre
Maria Alba

Michelle Almaraz
Stephanie Alvarez
Tasha Odell Anderson-Oliver
Liana Archuleta

Maria A. Arnold Martinez
Melida Veronica Avila
Angie Ballesteros
Socorro Vilma Banda
Crystal Nicole Bedore
Pamela Bendickson
Daisy Cueto Betancourt
Don Randall Bostick
Kathleen Dominica Bugbee
Jennifer Adela Cadena
Kelly Gene Carpenter
Javier Carreno

Luis Alonzo Carreno
Martha Ruth Carroll
Jesus G. Castillo
Octavio Eduardo Celaya
Maria Jessica Chambers
Diana Chavarin

Cynthia Cintron

Melody Cook

Lisa Marie Cortinas

Lisa R. Diaz

Ana Celina Dumond
Evelyn Marie Duran

Nancy Noemi Espinoza
Tania A. Esquivel

Katja Elisabeth Estrada
Diana G. Evetts

Ryann Danielle Fierro
Sean Christopher Forquer
Cynthia Fraire

Astryd Galindo

Ana Lilia Garcia
Georgina Elizabeth Garcia
Diana Aleksandrovna Gazarova
Latecia Renee Gillespie
Lucia Eunice Godinez
Laura Renee Gomez
Toni Michelle Gomez
Vanessa Andrea Gomez
Juan Carlos Gonzalez
Jesse Ruth Gorman
Olivia Irene Grado
Vanessa Guerrero
Krystal Dawn Gutierrez
Vincent Daniel Hastings
Albie Loujean Heredia
Angel Manuel Hernandez
Bobbie Hernandez
Brandi Lorraine Holcomb
Jeffrey Randel Howard
April Joy Howell

Lisa Renee Huerta
Amanda Marie Jackson
Siomara Jaramillo
Selenee Jimenez
Michele Lee Kent
Adrieanna Jenai Lessar
Enriqueta Lopez
Rebecca Lopez

Michael Patrick Lowe
Angie Nicole Lucke
Ariana H. Lugo

Tabatha Carter Lyon
Betty Jauregui Macias
Jacqueline Macias

Jose Alfredo Marquez
Jacob Martinez

Vanessa Raine Melendez
Berenice Monarez
Yvette Guadalupe Moreno
Yvonne Munoz

Judith Nash

Sylvia Navarro

Jeannette Nevarez
Mario Nunez

Aldo Nunez-Martinez
Norma Alicia Ochoa
Gloria Offutt

Silvia Regina Olivares
Laura Elizabeth Olmos
Roberto Ontiveros
Jackie Marie Ortega
Marie Yvette Ortega
Olawale Kamorudeen Osi
Elizabeth Padilla

Raquel N. Palacios
Jacqueline Antoinette Parisi
Priscilla Pina

Jose Luis Portillo Arroyo
Maria Mayela Propeck
Graciela Alejandra Quiroz
Margarita Ramirez

Rubi Ramirez

Juan Salcido Reyna

Rene Richter

Manuel Alejandro Rivera
Sarah Nicole Roberts
Shannon Renae Robison
Jennifer Marie Robles
Cristina Ivette Rodriguez
Melissa Rodriguez
Ivonne Rosales

Regina Marie Rubalcava
Salvador Saenz Saenz
Rubi Ivonne Santiesteban
Abril L. Sepulveda
Chontez Annette Stell
Jody Louise Stiver
Rosalyn Marie Taijeron
Stephanie Terrazas
Natalia Tiburcio Canas
Evelyn Griselda Torres
Moises Enrique Tovanche
Bricia E. Trevizo

Jose Valdivia IIl

Alexis Vasavilbazo Cortez
Melissa Vedoy-Ayon
Marianne Velasquez
Juan Carlos Villagomez
Jose Alfredo Villegas
Stanley Dean Walker
Ava Denise Watson
Jessica Ann Westin
Angela Michelle Wooley
Celia Wright

Bethany Jo Wyatt

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Vice President for Business Affairs
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Lemier

years
1967-2012

T Cwhvewsity of Tornae s £ P

CDI‘I‘I!JUEEO—niTSCiEME



PAGEATONEWS a7, 2013

The Prospector’s 2013 spring s staf

AARON MONTES / Special to The Prospector
Left to right: Veronica Gonzalez, Marcela Luna, Oscar Garza, Andrea Acosta, Leonardo Montafiez, Lorain Watters, Christian Juarez, Fernando Enriquez, Edgar Hernandez, Michele Torres, Joe Torres, Alejandro Alba,
Kristopher Rivera, Jaime Quesada, Marylin Aleman, Edwin Delgado, Priscilla Chavez, Aaron Montes, Ana Almeida, Blake Lanham, Kathy Flores and Isabel Castillo. Not pictured: Andres Rodriguez, Diego Burciaga,
Lourdes Cardenas, Sabrina Nufiez, Ociris Alvarez, Veronica Enriquez, Claudia Lugo, Hugo Garza, Rebecca Guerrero, Jasmine Aguilera, Eileen Lozano, Steven Mansfield, Audrey Westcott, Albert Gamboa, Paul Reynoso,
Michele Franco, Flor Flores, Abel Casares, Sarah Goff and Miguel Orta.

THE GRADUATION GIFT
TO LAST A LIFETIME

MISION CENTER (915) 545-2010

WWW.SUNLASERVISION.COM MICHAEL W. FOOTE, M.D.
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A new SGA structure

BY SABRINA NUNEZ
The Prospector

This year’s Student Government
Association elections resulted in a
change in leadership.

Current Liberal Arts senator, Pauli-
na Lopez, was elected SGA president.
Although her term does not begin
until June 1, Lopez, junior organiza-
tional communication major, has al-
ready begun working on changes to
the SGA.

Some major changes will involve
committees within SGA, which Lo-
pez said is based on structures from
other universities. Lopez’ plans show
three standing committees and six ad
hoc committees—formed to tackle
a specific task—including EXCEL,
Committee for Campus Quality, Spe-
cial Events, Student Affairs, Outreach
and Student Organizations.

Lopez said with all her changes to
the committees she wants to create a
strategic plan to give more structure
because the SGA constitution does not
have ad hoc committees.

“The strategic plan is creating a
more sustainable plan, not only for
one year, but for it to be continuous,”
Lopez said. “For SGA presidents,
even though the term is one year,
they won't actually have to start from
scratch, but they would have some-
thing reliable and also to get continu-
ity between administrations.”

Formerly called Academic Affairs
Committee, Lopez said she renamed
the group Student Affairs to have a
broader focus on students. The com-
mittee will organize midnight break-
fast, Miner Heroes and strive to get
more programs at UTEP.

Lopez removed the My SGA and
Traffic ad hoc committees, but trans-
ferred some of their responsibilities
to other committees. My SGA was in
charge of Orange Fridays, tailgates and
Miner Pride, while the traffic com-
mittee dealt with Miner Metro and
bicycles on campus. Lopez said that
because the campus is closing, SGA
was no longer going to have to deal

with traffic issues, however any small
issues would be redirected to CCQ,
which encompasses campus quality
and includes the green initiative.

My SGA and Traffic were replaced
by the Outreach and Student Organi-
zations committees, which will be in
contact with each other and resemble
models from UT Austin’s student
government. Outreach will serve as a
two-way communication line for stu-
dents and SGA, incorporating news-
letters, marketing efforts and social
media. Lopez said Student Organiza-
tions will be a council that will gather
all of the leadership from student or-
ganizations to summarize the voices
of many students.

“We want to have all the senators-
at-large to be attending student or-
ganizations’ meetings so they can see
somebody from SGA present at their
meetings and that they actually care
and if they have any problems or any
concerns, they can talk to that per-
son,” Lopez said. “We had our orien-
tation on Saturday. We told the (sena-
tors) about the new committees and
they’re really excited”

Junior mechanical engineering ma-
jor Karla Becerra is the new collegiate
engineering senator. This is Becerra’s
first time holding a position for SGA.

“I feel like I'll complement the posi-
tion as much as the position will com-
plement me as well,” Becerra said. “I
never knew how much hard work and
dedication it would be, and I'm more
than willing to work really hard this
upcoming year.”

Student Organizations will also
partner with the Campus Activities
Board to help students register their
organizations, which Lopez said will
make the process easier, fostering
more activity. Newly elected Vice
President of Internal Affairs, Ruben
Chavez, sophomore pre-business ma-
jor, said Student Organizations will
also provide resources to organiza-
tions, but will focus on communica-
tion between students and SGA.

“It’s about the university as a whole.
It’s not just about (how) we help them

out, but if they can come and tell us
how SGA can be improved for the
future, that would be awesome,
Chavez said. “This year SGA is go-
ing to change and it’s going to change
for good. We have so many plans in
mind, but toward our committees and
ad hoc committees. Unfortunately, we
have to get rid of some committees to
improve others.”

Sophomore political science major,
Tanner Milroy, ran as an independent
candidate for vice president of external
affairs, but was not elected. Milroy said
he has spoken to the incoming vice
presidents and has confidence in them,
but is not as certain about Lopez.

“I had really high hopes and I
don’t doubt her abilities, some things
came up during elections, but elec-
tion season, most people lose their
minds so we'll see, but her ability is
there,” Milroy said.

Aside from her changes to the
ad hoc committees, Lopez said she
wants to partner with the College
of Business Administration’s Mike
Loya Center for Innovation and
Commerce and use SGAs $40,000
in savings as scholarship money for
students.

“We don’t want to just to give away
money, but for students to be able
to participate in some kind of com-
petition or research project through
SGA. It would improve the students’
research capabilities,” Lopez said.
“Also, it would be beneficial to UTEP
because were shooting for tier one. It
can also bring investment from out-
side El Paso”

Lopez said she also wants to have an
arts centennial festival in the spring,
similar to Minerpalooza.

“We can have two big celebrations,
making the university a nicer envi-
ronment,” Lopez said. “That would be
celebrating the centennial, showcasing
student talent and bringing the alumni
in, other people in...We want to bring
arts to life”

Becerra said she will work with Lo-
pez’ plans, but also wants to maintain
the ideas she campaigned for. Becerra

see SGA on page A15

FILE PHOTO / The Prospector

Paulina Lopez, SGA president for 2013-14, is planning to restructure the student government to provide better results to the

students attending UTEP.
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THE CENTER FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
AND SUPPORT SERVICES

CASS OPPORTUNITY AND
CHALLENGE AWARDS

NOMINATIONS ARE
NOW OPEN!

The CASS Opportunity and
Challenge Awards (COCA) are
awarded to individuals of the UTEP
community and the El Paso
community who have supported and
guided students with disabilities at
UTEP. These awards are presented
during the annual Ability Awareness
Week activities at UTEP
during October.

CATEGORIES FOR CASS OPPORTUNITY
AND CHALLENGE AWARDS:

EMERGING LEADER AWARD
FOR STUDENTS

This award will be given to a UTEP
student in recognition of excellence in
promoting student support, advocacy, and
leadership on campus and in broader life
contexts, particularly for students with
disabilities.

MINER ABILITY AWARD FOR FACULTY
This award will be given to a UTEP faculty
member in recognition of excellence in
promoting student support, advocacy, and
leadership on campus and in broader life
contexts, particularly for students with
disabilities.

ABILITY ADVOCATE AWARD STAFF
This award will be given to a UTEP staff
member in recognition of excellence in
promoting student support services,
advocacy, or leadership on campus and in
broader life contexts, particularly for
students with disabilities.

DIAMOND AMIGO AWARD FOR

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY
UTEP’s disabled student population is
often supported by members of the com-
munity. As such, this award will be given
to a member of the greater El Paso com-
munity in recognition of excellence in their
support for students, advocacy, and
leadership on and off campus, particularly
students with disabilities.

More information on requirements and
eligibility for these awards as well as
nomination forms can be found at
http://sa.utep.edu/cass. Nominations are
due on August 1, 2013 and awards will be
presented on October 7, 2013 during
UTEP’s Ability Awareness Week.
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Hold on all doctoral program proposals

BY ALEJANDRO ALBA

The Prospector

The Texas Higher Education Co-
ordinating Board has implemented a
policy that penalizes state universities
that do not meet the state average in
graduation rates. UTEP is currently
one of the universities that is being
penalized and therefore cannot sub-
mit any new doctoral program pro-
posals until graduation rates are cal-
culated next fiscal year.

Diana Natalicio, president of UTEP,
said that the way the system works is
flawed and needs to be restructured.

“THECB has established some very
complex eligibility criteria for doctor-
al programs proposal submissions,’
she said. “They relate to undergradu-
ates and we are one of the institutions
that is affected by these criteria. So we
have begun a process of challenging
some of the assumptions and the data
associated with the criteria”

Natalicio said she believes that un-
dergraduate rates should not be re-
lated to doctoral-level studies.

“What does one have to with the
other, we don’t know of any evidence
like that, so we ask what is the pur-
pose of this criteria,” Natalicio said.
“We are also concerned with the way
the criteria is calculated”

According to Natalicio, reaching
the requirement of graduation rates
appears to be a moving target because
it is based on the average of all the
other state institutions per year.

“We happen to believe that these
criteria are not a good predictor of
the success of a university’s capacity
to have a doctoral education,” she said.

Based on the criteria set by the
THECSB, if a student were to start
at UTEP and transfer to UT, neither
school would get credit because
they did not start and finish at the
same school.

“The only way you can get counted
in a graduation rate anywhere in the
country is to start and finish at the
same school, if you don’'t do that you
fall out—you are either a dropout or
you are not counted at all. If you start
here as a full-time and you transfer
and graduate at Arlington, you are
counted as a dropout here and you are

never counted over there, which is a
very stupid system, why don’t they just
track students—I mean we are tracked
in everything else—you graduate
eventually and everyone ought to ap-
plaud, instead of saying, ‘oh no, you
didn't graduate from the same uni-
versity so, boom, you don’t get a good
graduation rate,” Natalicio said.

The hold that the THECB has
placed on UTEP has affected all of the
colleges within UTEP.

Patricia Witherspoon, dean of the
College of Liberal Arts, said that there
are currently two doctoral proposals
within the college that are lined up
waiting to be approved.

The first is a collaboration between
the political science department and
the sociology department. It is a
Ph.D. program in transnational stud-
ies. The program has been updated
constantly since it has been waiting
for approval for more than a year,
Witherspoon said.

“This is an important issue because
when I was dean of the graduate
school here at UTEP, I served on the
graduate education advisory commit-
tee and when they were thinking of
putting these rules, some of us spoke
up and said that we were attending to
our undergraduates and we are work-
ing to facilitate the graduation of our
undergraduates,” Witherspoon said.
“(We believed) that (the undergradu-
ate rates) don’t have a strong relation-
ship with the need for doctoral pro-
grams at our institution. That can be
looked at as two different things”

According to Witherspoon, al-
though they argued to change the
policy, their words went unheard.

“Our argument wasn't strong
enough to change their minds, (how-
ever),” Witherspoon said.

Another doctoral proposal that has
been held back is in the communica-
tion department.

“We had to put our proposal on
hold until we can send it for con-
sideration,” said Frank Perez, chair
of the communication department.
“It's a Ph.D. in international and in-
tercultural communication. It would
be very unique because we are on
the border and it’s a great location to
study culture. If we were to get it, we
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would be the first Hispanic-serving
institution in the U.S. with a Ph.D.
program in international intercultur-
al communication. It would be a fo-
cus in the areas the faculty works in”

Perez said that at this point, the
proposal is ready to go to the dean’s
office, but they are just waiting for the
green light to send it off.

Richard Schoephoerster, dean of
the College of Engineering, is also
dealing with proposals that cannot
be submitted.

Although there is a Ph.D. in manu-
facturing engineering and one in
mechanical engineering being held
back, the department recently re-
ceived a visit from the THECB to
approve a proposal for a Ph.D. in
biomedical engineering.

“It seems that it will go through,
and we are hopeful that the THECB
will approve it by July for students to

Photo provided by Center for Institutional Evaluation, Research and Planning.
The graph above shows the undergraduate degrees awarded and the graduation rate at UTEP

be able to start in the fall,” Schoepho-
erster said.

The program in biomedical engi-
neering was approved due to it being
selected last fiscal period when UTEP
met the THECB’s graduation rates.

For the other two doctoral pro-
grams that are being held back, Scho-
ephoerster said that they are creating
tracks for students to get work and
research done in those areas.

“We are creating tracks in our existing
programs so students can be prepared,”
Schoephoerster said. “So students can
be doing dissertation research and get
credit for these programs beforehand,
although they won't be graduating with
the title they wanted”

Schoephoerster said he feels very
frustrated with the whole ordeal
and hopes to get the doctoral pro-
posals approved.
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“Hopefully they will be able to fig-
ure it out, but it’s a moving target. It’s
very difficult and this whole process
is very frustrating and we are trying
to increase (graduation rates),” Scho-
ephoerster said.

Natalicio, who is constantly advo-
cating for change in the Texas higher
education structure, said she will not
give up in trying to change the system.

“I think graduation rates are so mis-
understood, people who are for them
may not fully understand them,” Na-
talicio said. “I don’t know whether it’s
political, but I feel that I can make
people understand the problem.”

While the university attempts to
submit a proposal for change to the
THECB, Natalicio said that gradua-
tion rates would increase due to the
efficiency the university has gained in
degree completion.

Witherspoon said she is also confi-
dent that with the new, implemented
programs, the rates would go up.

“In each college we are working on
ways to increase the number of peo-
ple graduating” Witherspoon said.
“In liberal arts we are initiating a new
student success initiative, and that’s to
help everybody move forward with
workshops and time management.”

The university as a whole is moving
forward with a new system of emails
and voicemail that provide students
with reminders of deadlines and tips on
registration, according to Witherspoon.

Witherspoon also said that they are
trying to hire new advisers that can
help more students, as well as trying
to implement more courses at more
available times to help students move
forward with their degree plans.

Natalicio said she disapproves of the
hold, but thinks it will all change soon.

“‘I'm very tenacious, I don't like
when something misleads the public,
and this misleads the public,” Natali-
cio said. “It should be fixed and we'll
work on it

Alejandro Alba may be reached at prospecior@uiep.edu.
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Traditions behind commencement ceremon

BY SABRINA NUNEZ

The Prospector

UTEPs  three
ceremonies, which will take place
on May 18, follow a tradition that
has been developed since the early
1980s. According to Frank Montes
de Oca, assistant director for the
Office of University Relations, it
began with the help of a professor
in the theater department, Charles
Etheridge, who formulated the com-
mencement ceremony that is used
today. He also implemented tradi-
tions from other institutions in and
out of the UT System.

One tradition involves students
carrying the university and college
banners. Erika Castafio, senior educa-
tion major, was selected to carry the
banner for the College of Education.
Students are nominated to carry the
banner by professors who see they
have excelled academically and have
served their local and campus com-
munities, among other qualities.

“It’s an honor, it's very humbling to
have been chosen to carry the ban-
ner;” Castafio said. “I had to start all
over because my first time in college, I
was studying business administration
and I decided to change everything
to education, so I had to start taking
every single class, all the basics and it
took me three and a half years. I took
Maymesters, wintermesters and sum-
mer (classes).”

Castanos cousin Paulina Almanza,
senior English and American litera-
ture major, is carrying the banner for
the College of Liberal Arts.

“I'm really proud of her. I didn’t
know she was graduating this May,
but I bet she worked really hard to get
that so I'm glad,” Almanza said.

Castafo, who left school at age 21,
is 16 years older than Almanza.

commencement

simplystated

“I have my family, I have my chil-
dren and totally different lives, yet
we were able to achieve our dreams
and succeed in what we’re doing’
Castano said. “You're never too old to
achieve your dream, to acquire what
you really want in life. I wanted to be
a teacher and here I am about to be-
come a teacher and when I came back
to college after raising my two teen-
age sons, one who comes to UTEP as
well, I told them, Tm going to gradu-
ate with the highest honor; and I am”

Another tradition that is incorpo-
rated into the commencement cere-
mony includes the university mace,
which Montes de Oca said is usually
carried by a professor identified as
a key person who has given great
service to the university as well as
leadership and service to students.
Each of the three ceremonies has a
different faculty member who car-
ries that mace.

The graduation process begins with
students meeting with their advisors
to determine when students are able
to graduate. Students must finish pa-
perwork, pay fees and meet certain
deadlines during their final semester
to ensure participation in the com-
mencement ceremony.

The Office of University Relations
works with other offices, such as the
Registration and Records Office and
the Center for Accommodation and
Support Services.

“There’s a large number of items
our office coordinates directly and
then we work closely with other of-
fices to have information that they
have to provide to us. The gradua-
tion information is coordinated with
the Registrar’s Office,” Montes de Oca
said. “We make sure all our students,
including those that have disabilities
are able to participate and go through
the ceremony as anybody would from
start to finish”
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The spring commencement ceremonies will take place on May 18.

A rehearsal for the commencement
ceremony will take place on May 16.
Montes de Oca said the commence-
ment ceremony receives help from 50
to 70 individuals who work at various
levels as well as volunteers and direct
participants.

“We do have students both as in-
dividuals or representing student or-
ganizations participate as volunteers.
There’s so much to do that it really
takes a big team of faculty, staff and
students to bring this ceremony to-
gether for all the candidates,” Montes

de Oca said. “We work to make it a
special day for everyone who partici-
pates, both those who are being rec-
ognized and those who are the team
members who are helping”

Montes de Oca said preparation
for each commencement takes
several months.

“As soon as we finish the com-
mencement ceremony that comes up
this upcoming May, we'll already start
the work, within about a month or so,
preparing for fall semester with win-
ter commencement coming up. We're

FILE PHOTO / The Prospector

working on it about a semester at a
time,” Montes de Oca said.

The commencement’s budget is
$50,000 to manage all three cer-
emonies. Each spring ceremony lasts
around two hours and includes more
than 2,500 candidates participating
throughout the day.

The ceremony will be live-streamed
with cameras already in place to re-
cord and broadcast the ceremony to
those within the Don Haskins Center,
according to Montes de Oca.

see CEREMONY on page A15

There will be an Open House about the upcoming inner campus clo-
sure/Centennial Plaza construction. The session is open to the campus
community — students, faculty and staff.

The Open House will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 10 at the Union
Building East, Acacia (102A) room.

The UTEP community can ask questions about the campus construc-
tion, access routes, walking detours, parking, etc. Representatives with
Parking and Transportation Services, Center for Accommodations and
Support Services, Planning and Construction, UTEP Police, Facilities
Services, Special Events and Student Affairs will be available to answer
questions. Maps will allow those who stop by to see the new routes
they'll take to class next semester.
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Question of the week

What salary do you expect to earn?

Photos by Veronica Enriquez and Michelle Franco

NOTE: The following starting salaries were gathered from payscale.com and are an averaged estimate based on major and entry level salary in the
United States.

BRETT CARRERA KIMBERLY KIM JASMINE DELAFUENTE 0SCAR OCHOTERENA NATALIA LUNA

Senior electrical engineering major Juniior kinesiology major Sophomore nursing major Junior kinesiology major Sophomore health and biochemistry major

Salary expectation: “If | can find a job | ex- Salary expectation: “$80,000.” Salary expectation: “At least $25.00/hour Salary expectation: “l want to be a physical Salary expectation: “l want to be a surgeon,

pect to earn between $72,000 - $85,000” ($48,000 a year)” education teacher, $47,000.” so its in the $100,000, although | still have
Starting salary: $34,100 to pay off my loans *

Starting salary for electrical engineer: $63,400 Starting salary for nursing: $54,100 Starting salary for kinesiology: $34,100

Starting salary for biochemistry: $43,200

1GH AND'
R IGHTY

PARISH NATION M-020

JOEL QUINONES ADRIAN JAMES ALAN GARCIA IAN HAMILTON ISHMAEL HARRISON
Sophomore chemistry major Junior communications major Junior electrical engineer major Sophomore communication major Sophomore history major
Salary expectation: “I expect to start with a Salary expectation: “I'm hoping that once | Salary expectation: “Well, I'm awesome, so Salary expectation: “I will like to start with Salary expectation: “Viewing today's
salary of $50,000 once | graduate.” graduate | will start with $35,000.” I'm hoping for around $50,000. Money ain't ~ $40,000, but you just never know.” economy | can only hope to start with a sal-
no thing.” ary of no less than $30,000 as a teacher.”
Starting salary for chemistry: $44,700 Starting salary: $38,900 Starting salary: $38,900
Starting salary: $63,400 Starting salary: $39,000

CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise call (915) 747-5161 or email prospectorclass@utep.edu
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NOMINEES from page A5

president. Although he did not win,
he said it was a great experience.

“Now that I am a senior about to
graduate, when I talk to my friends
who are younger than me, I am
constantly emphasizing to them to
become involved, gain experience,
network—everything that I have
learned, I try to pass it on,” he said.
“Everything that has worked for me, I
want it to work for them?”

After graduation, Arzate has an in-
ternship waiting for him at Beaumont
Army Medical Center, where he will
be doing accounting work for the next
four months. He is also in the applica-
tion process for pursuing his Master of
Business Administration at UTEP.

“I am going to do both simultane-
ously, it’s going to be a lot of work, but
it can be done,” Arzate said.

Eventually, Arzate would like to
have his own business that will help
people with disabilities attain adaptive
aids, such as crutches or wheelchairs.

“As a user, whatever problems that
I see that can be fixed, implement
them in the new products, such as
wheelchairs,” he said. “There are a lot
of things that can be improved with
them, and if everything goes well,
maybe I'll go into robotics too”

For Arzate’s mother, Aurora Arzate,
her son’s journey to success has been

SGA from page Al

held an internship with General Mo-
tors and said she wants to enhance
engineering students’ abilities to ob-
tain internships and co-ops, there-
fore increasing their potential to get
a job when they graduate.

“I know what it takes for stu-
dents to obtain those internships
and job opportunities, and I really
feel like everybody has potential so
they can land their dream job with
their dream company, I really want
to work hard,” Becerra said. “Engi-
neers focus on their own work and
their tests and they don’t go outside
their organization meetings, so if
we can really focus on the organi-
zation meetings in every college, we
can get a well-rounded opinion of
what students want.”

Milroy said Lopez’ plans to reach
out to students for more involve-
ment is good and necessary, but said
students also have a responsibility to
seek out SGA themselves.

“The SGA office is always open,
but it’s also the individual student’s
responsibility to see what’s go-

Local Education Agencies
Partnership Grant

both easy and hard as she has watched
her little boy grow into a young man.

“It’s not because I'm his mom, but
he is a great young man. Everyone
always congratulates me, but I tell
them it’s not me, it is his personality;”
Aurora Arzate said. “He has always
been like that, ever since he was little.
When he wants to do something, he
does it and goes on to the next thing”

With Emmanuel Arzate’s nomina-
tion, Aurora Arzate is surprised but
also happy to know that her son’s ef-
forts have paid off.

“I admire Emmanuel for all that
he has done throughout the years,
not only in college but throughout
his life;” Aurora Arzate said. “Now,
as a young man, I am so proud. I feel
happy. The ups and downs, it is worth
it, to get to this point.”

Going across the stage in a black
gown at the Don Haskins and receiv-
ing his diploma will be just another
step as Arzate prepares for his next
journey in life, he said.

“People (can’t) limit themselves,
anything we set our minds to can
be done;” he said. “Pushing yourself
to carry out your dreams and goals,
that’s my biggest advice and what I try
to tell everybody”

Lorain Watters may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

ing on,” Milroy said. “SGA needs
to show our student body that it’s
willing to go through a long, hard-
fought battle and even if they lose,
that’s going to mean something to
the student body”

Lopez said she wants to spend
SGA’s budget wisely to have as much
impact as possible.

“We have the biggest responsibil-
ity. We're the centennial senate, I’'m
the centennial president, so we need
to really make a difference and set
the bar for the next SGA and now
that were starting to move around
and work, my vice presidents and
myself have realized there’s so much
we can do and there’s so much po-
tential from SGA that hasn’t been
used, so we are really excited to start
working and to see that we have so
much support from students and

faculty as well,” Lopez said.

Sabrina Nufiez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

7734

CEREMONY from page A13
“We started (live streaming) two
commencement ceremonies ago.

It was more done for testing so
we didn't get the word out much,
Montes de Oca said. “Last semester,
in the winter commencement cer-
emony, was the first time we really
advertised it and made it available
for people to see it on iPads, iPhones
and Androids. We're going to do it
again for this one and we’re expect-
ing a greater response.”

Almanza said after graduation she
would attend law school at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.

“I feel so happy that all this hard
work has paid off and that I will fi-
nally be able to see everything that I
couldn’t understand when I was talk-
ing about my studies, to finally be able
to see it in person,” Almanza said.

Castafio said she hopes to find
work as a bilingual elementary school
teacher at an area public school.

“(Graduating) is a way of closing a
circle in my life that I left open for 15
years, so I'm finally putting a happy
ending to that circle;” Castafio said.
“It’s closing circles and moving on
with my life and hopefully providing
a better life for my whole family be-
cause it’s going to change our lives. If
I start working, my son doesn’t have
to work any more and he can apply
himself to school 100 percent.”

Sabrina Nufiez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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CENTENNIAL from page A6

McCorry-Andalis said that once
the transformation is complete,
many more opportunities will be
available to students, staff and fac-
ulty to engage with one another out-
side the classroom, such as outdoor
learning experiences.

“We encourage everyone to be pa-
tient and to provide plenty of time to
get around campus,” she said.

Stephanie Trujillo, senior biologi-
cal sciences major and Miner Am-
bassador, believes that the trans-
formation project will promote a
healthier lifestyle and a more com-
munity-like environment.

PAGEATSNEWS

“The construction sites have been
a bit problematic in terms of getting
around inner campus due to there
being more than one area under con-
struction, but the closings have been
planned out in an acceptable man-
ner; Trujillo said. “I have siblings
who will be attending UTEP in the
future so I am excited for what they
have to look forward to; to be honest,
I am a little bit jealous.”

More information about the Cen-
tennial Plaza may be found at cen-
tennial.utep.edu. Updates on the
construction around campus can be
found at onthemove.utep.edu.

Lorain Watters may be reached at prospecior@utep.edu.

Wingstop has the
BEST WINGS in El Paso!

Are you currently teaching or want to teach in areas of
Science, Technology, Engineering or Math (STEM)?

UTEP has been awarded a grant to collaborate
with school districts and El Paso Community
College in producing and better preparing STEM
K-12 teachers. The LEAP Grant will award $3,000*
per person towards tuition assistance or
certification program fee. Each teacher program
will be tailored to individual and district’s needs
including dual-credit qualified. A three-year
teaching commitment in a partner Title | school
district and successful completion of all
coursework will be required.*

UTEP’s Alternative
Teacher Certification Program

+ Science

« Technology
« Engineering
« Math

Masters of Education-
Instructional Specialist

- Science

« Technology
+ Engineering
» Math

LEAP Grant participants will be assigned
anew iPad to facilitate program participation.

For more information, contact:
Susana Hernandez M. Ed.,
College of Education, Rm.210
shernandez17@utep.edu  (915)747-8923




My one reason?

To provide
hope for
people

In need.

You only need one reason

e

L to donate plasma.

Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a
difference for patients and help you earn extra money.

As a new donor, you can earn up to $100 this week. Donate today at:

Talecris Plasma Resources

3515 Alameda Drive  (915) 351-0920 720 Texas Avenue (915) 532-5322
4710 Alabama Street  (915) 532-5923 8802 Alameda Avenue (915) 859-6855

grifolsplasma.com

In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide
a valid photo 1.D., proof of your current address and your ( RI FO LS
Soclal Security or immigration card to donate. Must be 18

years of age or oider lo donate. Pride for Donors. Passion for Patients.
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GRADUATION PARTY IDEAS

—ON AND OFF A BUDGET—

— By Steven Mansfield

The stress of finals is almost over and now it is time to get ready for the big graduation celebration.
Although celebrating with your friends and loved ones is important, nothing is more typical than having
an expensive dinner at your favorite restaurant or having to entertain people you haven't seen since your
childhood in your backyard. Both of those are great ways to celeb rate your special day, but if you are
looking for a more unique way to celebrate your graduation you may want to keep reading.

DESTINATION CELEBRATION

PARKS AT EL PASO

— MEMORIAL -
1701 COPIA ST.

— RI0 BOSQUE -
10716 SOCORRO ROAD.

— SKYLINE YOUTH -
5050 YVETTE AVE.

— TOM LEA LOWER -
1203 SCHUSTER AVE.

— VALLEY CREEK —
651 GOMEZ ROAD.
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Special to The Prospector

PICNIC AT THE PARK

Let’s admit it, money does not grow some fun games to play and spend time with those that matter most.
— BLACKIE CHESHER — on trees. Instead of treating a bunch Limit your guest list so you do not take over the whole park and so your
9143 ESCOBAR DR/1100 N ZARAGOZA of people to dinner or renting a hall for invitees do not have to worry about preparing food for an army. Make
your party, consider having a potluck at sure to check and follow the rules of the park so you can avoid some un-
~ EASTWOOD V- your favorite local park. Bring some tables wanted drama and please respect the park. Do not leave trash behind or

3110 PARKWOOD ST.

[ ]

For those of you lucky enough to have a money tree in your
backyard, maybe a trip out of town is the best way to celebrate all
your hard work. A trip to Austin or San Antonio is always a good
time but you just graduated! Venture out into the world! Phoenix,
Las Vegas, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, New Orleans,
Orlando, New York, Chicago, Seattle, Hawaii and anywhere else
that is a foreign place to you are calling your name and waiting
for you to enjoy the scenery and attractions that they all have to
offer. If you are really planning on escaping, go out of the country.
School is over and unless you have other priorities, London, Paris,
Rome, Japan, Australia and other places where they don’t speak
English can be an adventure of a lifetime that you will never for-
get. Whether you travel with your family, a few friends, or go all by
yourself, anywhere out of El Paso will open your eyes to the world
after college and give you experiences that will prepare you for the
rest of your life.

PLACES TO TRAVEL

ACCORDING TO TRIPADVISOR.COM

NEW YORK CITY , NEW YORK.
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
HONOLULU, HAWAII
PORTLAND, OREGON
KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII

[J
[ ]
0 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000 000
[ ]
[ ]
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and chairs, gather your close friends and family, ~ end up vandalizing it in some way. Just because you are having a good
assign each person to bring a certain dish, think of time does not mean you should forget to respect those around you.

GETTING WET S
OTHER ENTERTAINMENT ZONES

— WET-N-WILD WATERWORLD -
8804 S. DESERT BLVD. ANTHONY, TX.

— OASIS LANES —
1660 N. ZARAGOZA ROAD. EL PASO, TX.

— PUTT PUTT GOLF & GAMES —
8836 MONTANA AVE. EL PASO, TX.

— WESTERN PLAYLAND -
12 FUTURITY DRIVE SUNLAND PARK NM,

— CARLSBAD CAVERN-
727 CARLSBAD CAVERN HWY.
CARLSBAD NM.

—RUIDOSO VILLAGE PARKS & REC. —
801 RESORT DRIVE RUIDOSO, NM.

Special to The Prospector
Assuming you will be graduating this spring, another are many ways they can save a few bucks when buying
fun option to celebrate your graduation is to take a their tickets. If you give them enough time to prepare
trip to the outskirts of town and enjoy some fun in the they should have no excuse to not show up. No better
sun. Located in Anthony, Texas, Wet-N-Wild Waterworld ~ way to take advantage of the warm weather, cool water
has something for everyone. Get there early, reserve a and close friends and family.
bunch of tables, bring some barbecue supplies and
take advantage of one of our nearby amusement parks.
Although it can get a bit pricey for your guests, there
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Venue

Emerging venue for local talent

BY OSCAR GARZA
The Prospector

The new art venue The Bear Space
Collective, which opened at the be-
ginning of March, is hoping to offer
the El Paso community a new expe-
rience as a creative space for events,
art shows and a store that will provide
local products to consumers.

The space is located at 501 Texas
Ave. and one of the most recent
events hosted was a Sci Fi/Horror
Event on April 12, where the public
was able to engage in a series of activi-
ties including a series of films, video
games, vendor exhibits and cosplay
opportunities.

Jazmin Gannon, co-owner of the Bear
Space Collective and NMSU alumna in
agricultural biology, was attracted to
the El Paso cultural scene after gradu-
ating. She then decided to open up a
space for artists to get involved.

“We collectively thought of the Bear
Space Collective, which is a pun,

Gannon said. “We have a space, its
bare and empty because we want it
to be filled with the ideas of people in
our community and the pun helps us
have cute logo options”

Gannon said the space is available
for everyone and the variety of shows
they have are designed to be for as
many people possible.

“Our main goal is to get all the local
people that have ever wanted their own
space to count on the Bear Space Collec-
tive as their venue,;” Gannon said. “We
can instead co-create in this one space.
We want to see children be welcomed
with places with live music and art and
have a space for all art forms with an out-
door component in the city”

Adam Armstrong, UTEP English
literature master’s student, who has
played at the space with his band
Bitch Face, said that the venue has an
intimate, almost “house party” atmo-
sphere that he really enjoyed.

“They have just been kind of utiliz-
ing the space for projects that theyre

interested in, which I think is great, we
need more of these types of collectives,’
Armstrong said. “What’s interesting
about the space is that they’re using it
for so many different things and that
they’ve kind of opened it up to all ages
and they made it very friendly, it feels
like you're just hanging out”

Armstrong said that the art, includ-
ing bands, that have been featured at
the space are very unique, but also
something local that people can ap-
preciate. For Armstrong, this is one
of the reasons why it has stayed open.

“What was cool about it was that
we had maybe a dozen people watch-
ing us, but they were so close to us
and they were so into the music that
they were moving around, the people
that were watching us didn’t leave the
room,” Armstrong said. “It’s like little
kids that still have their imagination
and are just playing; its like every
time I go there it’s like being at some-
one’s birthday party”

Gustavo Gottfried, senior graphic
design major, said that this new place
will present a new cultural aspect to
El Paso and he would like to attend
one of their events.

“This place can present interest
in cultural and talent aspects in our
community, Gottfried said. “They
can get them interested in El Paso and
what’s in town. People are always go-
ing to be interested in doing their fa-
vorite thing and if there’s a venue that
offers things as cosplay events, then
for sure they will attend”

Gannon said that art and music
bring peace to the world without lan-
guage and hopes that the events at the
space do that and open the door to
celebrate culture.

“I'would love to see the birth of new
collectives with our support, other
groups of people with their own vi-
sion putting their ideas into action,”
Gannon said.

Oscar Garza may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

9 a.m.

Morning Commencement
College of Liberal Arts

2013 Spring Commencement

Saturday, May 18, 2013

Don Haskins Center - The University of Texas at El Paso

Commencement Ceremony Times:

2p.m.

Afternoon Commencement
College of Business Administration,

College of Education

All ceremonies include graduate and cooperative programs corresponding to these colleges.

THE DAY OF COMMENCEMENT

1. In order to experience an enjoyable Commencement ceremony, please arrive at Memorial Gym at least an
hour prior to the ceremony. Check-in will begin inside of Auxiliary Gym (room 120) at the following times:
* For 9 a.m. Ceremony: 8 a.m. (doors open at 7:30 a.m.)*
* For 2 p.m. Ceremony: 1 p.m. (doors open at 12:30 p.m.)*
* For 7 p.m. Ceremony: 6 p.m. (doors open at 5:30 p.m.)*
*Please ensure that you have checked-in and picked up your reader card during these times.

2. Arrive early and have a photo taken in Memorial Gym prior to the ceremony.

3. Please leave all personal items (backpacks, cell phones, purses, coats, etc.) at home or in your
automobile.These items (along with beach balls, balloons, confetti, noise makers, silly string, etc.) will not be
allowed in the Don Haskins Center.

4. Though your family and friends are an important part of commencement, child care services will not be
provided, and children may not accompany graduates during the commencement ceremony. Please make
appropriate plans for the care of your children.

5. Wear regalia and comfortable shoes, and out of courtesy for your fellow graduates, please remain for the
duration of the ceremony.

For parking recommendations, tips for families and friends and other information:

www. utep.edu/commencement

Congratulations to all the graduates!

Office of University Relations « www.utep.edu/universityrelations

Evening Commencement
College of Engineering,
College of Science,
College of Health Sciences,
School of Nursing

7 p.m.
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Movie Review

‘Iron Man 3’

brings Marvel's
Phase Two off to

great start
BY OSCAR GARZA

The Prospector

Last year, Joss Whedon’s acclaimed
“The Avengers” brought to life a tri-
umphant success to Marvel’s Phase
One project. This year, Phase Two
begins with a compelling and thrill-
ing Tony Stark (Robert Downey Jr.)
story, co-written and directed with
great style by Shane Black (“Kiss Kiss
Bang Bang”).

The third chapter of the Iron Man
trilogy starts a few months after the
events of “The Avengers” and the story
finds Stark dealing with post-traumat-
ic stress disorder, doubting if he really
is able to be on the same level as the
different beings he has encountered.

The film begins with a fun flash-
back, where we learn of StarK’s past
demons, which have come back to
haunt him, primarily Aldrich Killian
(Guy Pearce), and technological
breakthrough of Extremis, which
could lead into the next step of hu-
man evolution. The return of Dr.
Maya Hansen (Rebecca Hall) brings
connections about StarK’s early in-
volvement with Extremis. All that
danger is further amplified when ter-
rorist attacks, led by the mysterious
Mandarin (Ben Kingsley), target the
homeland and the Stark legacy.

One of the things that makes this
third chapter (loosely based on the
Warren Ellis story arc Extremis) so
successful is mainly due to BlacK’s fo-
cus on the character of Tony and the
impact that he has had in the world.
Black, along with co-writer Drew
Pearce, approached this as a back-to-
basics storyline and has Tony rely on
his ingenuity, smarts and resourceful
intelligence to deal with these psy-
chological and threatening problems.

The fact that the Stark mansion is
destroyed (in a spectacular action set
piece) forces Tony to not only pair
up with unlikely allies, a 10-year-old
boy sidekick, but also to do what he is
best at, build things. Everyone needs
a hobby after all.

“Iron Man 3” not only gives us a
richly compelling arc for the charac-
ter of Tony Stark, but also provides
high stakes for its main character,
the supporting players and the world
around Tony. With both Killian and
the Mandarin up to no good, this
film gives us some truly great vil-
lainous characters, who present a
formidable threat to Stark, like Iron
Monger or Whiplash.

BlacKk’s style and wit is all over this
chapter as he gives Tony some truly
memorable dialogue, a sign of his
excellent work with action films like
“Lethal Weapon” and “Kiss Kiss Bang
Bang” However, he also adds some
depth to the film.

He is clearly interested in exploring
Stark’s character, as well as the impli-
cations of science in corporations,
political messages through media,
power dynamics and fixing what one
did wrong in previous lives, all add-
ing to a confident level of storytelling.

The whole cast is excellent. Downey
Jr. in possibly his best performance as
Stark brings a different portrayal and
lets us see how much the impact of
the Battle of New York really affected
him. Gwyneth Paltrow, as Pepper
Potts is terrific and their dynamic is
always so well played.

Don Cheadle as Jim Rhdoes gets
a much better written part and he

see IRONMAN on page B3
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Review

‘Evita’ on UTEPs stage,
successful rendition of
Broadway's play

BY AARON MONTES
The Prospector

Out of total darkness, the cast mourn-
fully shouted, “Evita! Evita! Evital”

The stage and the characters re-
sembled death and sadness. Then
Che, the cynical narrator, broke the
trance. With his entrance, Tim Rice’s
and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s produc-
tion was underway.

“Evita,” the well-known broadway
musical was brought to life by a vi-
brant and majestic Eva Peron, played
by UTEP alumna, Josey Mitchell,
and supported by a captivating Che,
played by Joe Estala, and a less vibrant
Juan Peron, played by Jaime Barba.

The production, directed by Grego-
ry Taylor, certainly had character and
authenticity compared to the different
renditions of the production, such as
the film starring Madonna and Anto-
nio Banderas. This rendition offered
historical and captivating elements.

As costume designer, Barba cap-
tured the style of the times and
showed the difference between
working class, military and wealthy
effectively with the clothing.

The choreography by Lisa Lopez
was engaging, original and relative
to each scene. Lopez’ choreography
displayed a classy and interpretive
method of engagement.

The play followed Che and his
derisive commentary about Eva,
from a young and regular citizen

of Argentina in the ‘30s and ‘40s to
her stardom as the most influential
woman in Argentina.

Che was energetic, questioning
what he witnessed, had a strong voice
and found his place alongside the lead
role. Che provided a contrasting view
to Eva as he gave the audience a criti-
cal point of view, while characters saw
her as a hero and cheered her name.

By using “Goodnight and Thank
You” and “The Art of the Possible,”
these renditions used a comical sen-
sibility to explain things that are usu-
ally obscene to watch, such as prosti-
tution and murder.

“On the Balcony of the Casa Ro-
sada,” “Don’'t Cry For Me Argentina”
and the Oscar-winning song “You
Must Love Me,” were expressed with
a deep and emotional attitude using
strong vocals and much more body
language. This allowed Mitchell, as
Eva, the opportunity to steal away the
audience’s hearts and opinions from
Che’s cynical comments.

Mitchell (Eva), made her intro-
duction into the scene during “Eva,
Beware of the City, displaying a
strong voice and excellent stage pres-
ence. Her development from a young
woman to an older Evita transitioned
smoothly through each scene depict-
ing a wiser character with each song.

By the second act, Mitchell was no
longer Eva, but Evita. Her entrance
into “On the Balcony of Casa Rosada,”
was captivating. Her dress resembled a

IRONMAN from page B2

gets to make the character his own,
while Guy Pearce is simply fantas-
tic as Killian, being able to be smart
and conniving at the same time. Ben
Kingsley is great as the Mandarin
and has some fabulous moments in
the film.

“Iron Man 3” continues the level
of quality that Marvel has had with
their cinematic universe, especially
with “Iron Man 1” and “The Aveng-
ers,’ signaling a promising start to
their phase-two slate.

Special to The Prospector

Excellent performances by the cast,
a compelling story arc with sharp dia-
logue, great work by cinematographer
John Toll and impressive action set
pieces, add up to create great summer
entertainment and one of Marvel Stu-
dios’ best.

Five out of five picks.

TTTTT

Oscar Garza may be reached af prospecior@utep.edu.

gown embedded with diamonds and
for 10 minutes, she delivered a moving
and impassioned speech that would
establish Eva Peron’s role as the most
powerful woman in Latin America.

Estala’s voice worked well, in har-
mony with Mitchell’s, Barba’s and the
rest of the cast.

Juan Peron, depicted by Barba,
found his intro in “The Art of the Pos-
sible;” but did not make a splash until
the song “I'd Be Surprisingly Good for
You” Barba showed strength in sing-
ing, but did not show much expres-
sion on stage. His warm voice easily
carried throughout the theater, but
his body language did not depict a
man with ambition or drive.

This production certainly magni-
fied the great details of this well-
respected play. Story development
coincided with each element of the
cast and crew in a constructive man-
ner. The cast provided a balance and
a positive addition to each scene. The
play leaves a memorable impression
and a warm one at that.

The play will be performed until
May 12 in the UTEP Dinner Theatre,
with dinner perfomances at 7 p.m.
and matinee showings at 2:30 p.m.
Tickets are available at the UTEP
Ticket Center, 747-5234 and all Tick-
etmaster outlets.

Aaron Montes may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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AARON MONTES/ The Prospector
Josey Mitchell, as Eva Peron, sings for the crowd at the UTEP Dinner Theatre.

Congratulations to the winners of

e Brospector

1st place

Michelle

Jimenez

You can win too.

Keep reading

b

>nd place tickets

David
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follow us on Facebook f
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Aaron Montes, 747-7446

AARON MONTES / The Prospector
(Top left) Josey Mitchell, as Eva Peron, begins to sing “Eva and Magaldi” as her entrance onto stage. (Top right) Towards the end of Eva’s broadcast, she was moved to the hospital due to her illness, concluding
the play. (Middle) While Eva is giving money to citizens, Che, played by Joe Estela, sings “And the Money Kept Rolling In (And Out)” in the background. (Bottom left) In the second act, Eva sings on the balcony of Casa
Rosada, addressing the people of Argentina that she is there for them and is their voice. (Bottom right) Eva and Juan Peron, played by Jaime Barba, sing “The Dice Are Rollin'/A New Argentina” as they talk to the
citizens about change and revolution.
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Sophomore distance runner, Anthony Rotich, competing at the UTEP track invitational at Kidd Field on April 13.

MINERS IN GOOD SHAPE FOR GHAMPIONSHIPS

BY EDWIN DELGADO

The Prospector

The UTEP track and field team is
set to have a strong showing at the
Conference USA Outdoor Track and
Field Championships on May 9-12,
which will be hosted by Rice Univer-
sity in Houston, Texas.

“Right now we're just getting ready,
we don't have too much time to pre-
pare so we need to fix what we can,
said senior distance runner, Risper
Kimaiyo. “We’ve been doing good in
the last couple of meets, we just need
to make sure we keep our good mo-
mentum for conference”

On April 25-28 at the Drake Re-
lays in Des Moines, Iowa, the Miners
were able to obtain four titles. Ki-
maiyo took first in the women’s 5,000
meters, and senior sprinter/hurdler
Janice Jackson was crowned in the
women’s 100-meter hurdles.

On the men’s side, junior jumper
Mark Jackson set a personal best
at 53-feet-1.5-inches in the triple
jump. The jump set the third best
mark in the nation, which allowed
him to take the title. The men’s med-
ley relay composed of sophomores
Anthony Rotich, Abiola Onakoya,
junior Elkana Rotich and freshman
Daniel Tarango dominated with a
time of 9 minutes and 44.73 sec-
onds, 2.4 seconds faster than second
place Air Force.

The UTEP track and field men’s
team is ranked 25th in the U.S. Track
and Field and Cross Country Coach-
es Association. UTEP and Houston
are the two big favorites to take home
the conference title.

“Judging form the stats, in the
men’s side it should be between us
and Houston. It’s going to be very
close and I think it’s going to come
down to how the guys compete at the
meet,” said head coach Mika Laak-
sonen. “If they bring all they have,
that’s going to help them a lot in
bringing the first place trophy”

Despite not having too many ath-
letes competing in the women’s team,
Janice Jackson and Kimaiyo are ex-

“We are in a
good position.
I’'m expecting big
things, but | know
for sure they’ll do
their best.”

-Davian Clarke,
assistant coach

pected to have big performances.
Laaksonen is confident about Jackson
having a great meet, and also said that
he expects Kimaiyo to win in both the
5,000 meter and 10,000 meter run.

“For conference this will be the
first time I'll be doing 10,000 me-
ters,” Kimaiyo said. “I feel confident
about doing good on both and hope-
fully T can win a title for both the
5,000 and 10,000

Even tough the coaches are aware
of the difficulties the women’s team
will face at conference, they will be
expecting to see improvements in
their performance.

“On the women’s side, we don’t have
the depth we have in the mens side,
and we have a couple of injuries that
may hold us back a little bit,” Laak-
sonen said. “In cross country we fin-
ished ninth, at the indoor conference
meet we were sixth and now we are
hoping that we can improve on that.
It’s going to be difficult but I know our
girls are going to fight hard and move
forward as a team.”

Laaksonen spoke about the im-
provement most of the athletes have
made throughout the season and he
said he has been surprised to a certain
extent, especially about sophomore
distance runner, Anthony Rotich,
who just keeps getting better.

“Even though he finished sixth in
last year’s 3,000 meter steeplechase in
the nationals, I think the progress he
has made throughout this season is

amazing and much better than what
we expected,” Laaksonen said. “He is
moving up so fast and I can’t wait to

see where he is going to be at as a ju-
nior and senior”

Among the other athletes that he
was surprised by are Onakoya who
has improved his personal best by al-
most half a second in the 200 meters,
Jackson who had a great indoor sea-
son, senior jumper Donovant Grant
whom he believes will make some
noise at the conference champion-
ships and qualify for nationals. Junior
javelin thrower Richard Olsson, who
last year suffered from a shoulder
separation injury, is now back and
getting his best marks.

“We should be able to be a top
three team on the men’s side, on the
womenss side we need a little bit more
numbers but we do have the poten-
tial to get it done, we just need to
execute,” said assistant coach Davian
Clarke. “We are in a good position.
I'm expecting big things, but I know
for sure they’ll do their best”

Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

—_

MICHELE TORRES / The Prospector

MICHELE TORRES / The Prospector
(Top) Senior Donovant Grant, takes a leap in the long jump at the UTEP track invitational
at Kidd Field on April 13. (Bottom) freshman Paris Ware runs the 400 meter dash at the meet.
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Soccer

Seniors hang up their cleats and look ahead

BY ALBERT GAMBOA
The Prospector

Walking into the womens soccer
locker room for one last time, seniors
Tess Hall and Brittany Kindzierski,
haven't been hit with the realization
that after four years of playing soc-
cer at the collegiate level, it has finally
ended for them. Both are cheerful and
happy knowing this is just the begin-
ning of what’s next for them.

“I'm ready to be done. I've played
soccer for so long that I'm ready to
just move on but I know I'm go-
ing to miss it once I go watch the
games,” Hall said.

Making the most out of their last
year, Hall and Kindizerski finished
this season going 7-2 at home. Hall
led the team in goals and assists while
making third team All-Conference
USA. Kindizerski finished her career
at UTEP with six game-winning goals
including a career-high three goals in
one game last year against Houston.

Hall and Kindizerski always had
double-digit wins in all four years
they were at UTEP, with 45 wins total.
Another accomplishment — they’ve
never lost to rival New Mexico State
in their collegiate career.

Kindizerski or as everyone else calls
her “B.K is ready to move on to the
next chapter of her life. Graduating
this spring, B.K. will move back to
her hometown of St. Alberta, Alberta

where she will begin graduate school
this fall on coaching studies. Kindiz-
erski, who has been helping coach
soccer since the age of 14, will be
having a session with younger players
once she gets off the plane in Canada.

Getting her through the transition
from player to coach is her mentor
Graham Wood, who has been teaching
her the game since she was a kid. Hes
also helped her get tryouts and coach-
ing opportunities, but that doesn’t
mean that she'll stop playing com-
pletely. Kindizerski has already signed
up to play in a recreational league.

Kindizerski, who has played soc-
cer since the age of 8 also played
hockey, but at the age of 13 she
chose soccer over hockey.

Hall won't graduate till next win-
ter. Though she won't be able to
participate in any more games, she’ll
be rooting for her teammates in the
stands next season.

“Soccer is all I've done since I was
three and now that it’s over, it’s almost
like what do I do with my life now?”
Hall said. “It's a weird state transi-
tioning from being an athlete to now
living a normal life.”

Although both of Hall's parents
are athletic, neither of them liked or
knew anything about soccer. Hall,
at the age of 3, saw a flyer at her pre-
school to join a team and kept bug-
ging her parents to let her join. The
rules said she had to be four years old
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Seniors Brittany Kindizerskier (left)and Tess Hall (right) competing in a match against UAB October 2012 at University Field.

but after bugging her parents count-
less times, they lied about her age so
she could play.

Staying in El Paso after graduation,
Hall will take a Campus Missionary

position at the Baptist Student Minis-

tries to lead young girls into mission
trips while teaching bible studies.
“I'm enjoying the time off, being
able to do my own thing and having
freedom now,” Hall said.
One of the best moments both girls
agreed will always stick with them

was last seasons conference finals
game against the fifth best team in the
nation, Memphis. Hall crossed the
ball but missed the pass to an intend-
ed teammate; instead it landed right
in front of Kindizerski who shot the

see SENIORS on page B12

Profile

Leaving everything out on the golf course

BY ALBERT GAMBOA
The Prospector

As a senior golfer Devin Miertschin
approached the final 18th hole at the
Conference USA Championships in
Texarkana, Ark., realizing it would be
the last time he made a putt for UTEP.
He said he was almost tearing up as
he walked down the fairway with his
coach of two years, Scott Lieberwirth.
As he made his final putt, Lieberwirth
hugged Miertschin and told him what
an enjoyment it had been coaching
him, Miertschin recalled.

“I was thinking ‘oh my gosh, it’s over}’
Miertschin said. “Words can't describe

what’s going through my head. Anoth-
er chapter coming to an end”
Miertschin found his way into
golf thanks to some mischievous
kids breaking into the Lone Star golf
course and driving the golf carts
into the lake. Miertschin’s dad, who
was an El Paso policeman, caught
the kids and was welcomed back to
play some golf with the professionals
who were there. His dad took him to
the golf course when he was 5 years
old. A few golfers took notice of Mi-
ertschin swinging at the golf balls
and offered him the chance to learn

the fundamentals of the game.

So every time his dad would go out
to the range, Miertschin would come
along to learn as well.

“It was daycare for me. My dad
would drop me off with a bunch of
kids that are around the same age as
me and we would go play and hangout
in the golf course;” Miertschin said.

In his final year at UTEP, Miertsch-
in posted the best score average of his
collegiate career at 75.3. He finished
15th in the Herb Wimberly tourna-
ment and tied for second on the team
for a best round at 68.

Miertschin has a 3.79 GPA, and
his professors gave him the ability to
strive and challenge himself to be the
best he can be.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UTEP ATHLETICS
Senior, Devin Miertschin is a four-time member of of the Conference USA Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll. He will be graduating with a 3.79 GPA.

One of Miertschins best moments
at UTEP was a junior-senior seminar
research conference in which he wrote
about steroid use in major league base-
ball. He placed second in that compe-
tition for the paper he wrote.

While keeping the student-over-
athlete mentality, Miertschin was a
receiver of a 2013 Conference USA
Medal
and a four-time member of the Con-
ference USA Commissioner’s Aca-
demic Honor Roll.

“He has a lot of potential to do
something great, even though at first
he didn’t seem like it but now he’s a
fun, likable, normal guy;” said team-
mate David Persons.

Commissioner’s Academic

Graduating in the summer with
a history degree, the former Hanks
High School student wants to get into
teaching history and coaching golf.
Supplementing his seed as coach, Mi-
ertschin wants to give young golfers
the same if not a better experience in
having fun with the game.

“The way you can coach and at the
same time incorporate life lessons is
something I've wanted to do,” he said.

With the game always changing,
Miertschin encourages people to have
fun whenever they play. It’s all about
staying patient and keeping one’s
composure, he said.

Bubba Watson, who instills a fun
aspect to the game, is Miertschin’s fa-
vorite golfer. Watson, a rare left-hand-
er, is the 2012 Masters Champion.

Having great success in high school,
Miertschin was a three-time district
champion, won 24 individual titles,
was named 2008 Athlete of the Year
in Hanks and was a two-time El Paso
City MVP.

Though he won't compete in the col-
legiate level anymore, every summer
Miertschin plans to go out to small
tournaments for fun and for a possi-
ble chance to go pro. For now though,
his main focus is getting a master’s in
business and administration.

“It’s a unique experience just getting
out there and competing at a high lev-
el. Thats one thing I will miss,” Mi-
ertschin said. “I competed to the best
of my abilities and left everything out
on the golf course”

Albert Gamboa may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF JAMES KETCHELL

James Ketchell, an account manager and part-time gym instructor, has rowed across the Atlantic Ocean, climbed Mount Everest, cycled across the United States and he will cycle around the world beginning June 30.

Pushing the limit

BY KRISTOPHER RIVERA

The Prospector

After suffering a bad motocycle ac-
cident, James Ketchell, 31, of London,
UK decided he would row across the
Atlantic. It was an unsual thought to
run across the mind of someone who
had just broken both of his legs and
ankle. Doctors told him he would not
be able to cope with strenuous, pro-
longed physical activity.

“You start to realize and think that
things that you perhaps perceived
were quite difficult, maybe they are,
but actually youre doing it,” Ketchell
said. “Maybe it’s not that hard...if I
push myself a bit more what could I
do. Then you start to get a lot of con-
fidence in yourself”

When you need

On January 2010, Ketchell rowed
across the Atlantic from La Gomera
in the Canary Islands to Antigua in
the Caribbean. The trip was a total
of 2,700 miles and took Ketchell 110
days to complete.

“I got hit in the face by a flying fish.
I had an oceanic white shark—which
is seven feet long, quite a big shark—
followed me encircling the boat for
three days,” Ketchell said. “It was re-
ally exciting...in the end it realized it
couldn’t eat me so it swam off”

Sometimes the nearest people to
him were up in a space station orbit-
ing the earth, which he could see at
night, Ketchell said.

After the row, Ketchell decided to
take on a new challenge. On March

see LIMIT on page B12

to k.now!

2400 N. Oregon,

Suite D.

ph. 351-8336

Lf facebook.com/OpinionElIPaso

GET PAID for giving your t
opinion on the products and
services you already use!

¥ . WE DON'T SELL ANYTHING.

www.opinionelpaso.com

« WE DON'T SHARE YOUR
INFORMATION WITH ANYONE.
« We ALWAY'S REwARD You
FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!




PAGEB125PORTS

LIMIT from page B11

2011, he went on a two-month ex-
pedition to climb Mount Everest.

“By the time youre down you've
climbed the mountain three or four
times, but there’s no short cut to the
top,” Ketchell said.

As Ketchell reached the summit
of Mt. Everest, he developed a lung
infection that could have been fatal.
Fortunately, his Sherpa guide was
there to get him through it.

“He kept shouting to me and say-
ing, ‘Do you want to be like that Japa-
nese guy, and I had no idea of what he
was talking about,” he said.

As Ketchell made his way back
down the mountain he saw an object

off in the distance, which he thought
was some anti-oxygen canisters.

“When I got closer, it wasn't. What
happened was a Japanese chap basi-
cally had a heart attack, I think two
days before I went up,” Ketchell said.
“His team didn’t have the energy to
take him back down. He died then
and there and was just left there. You
don't see dead bodies in your everyday
life. It’s a little bit upsetting. I remem-
ber it clearly because he was lying flat
and his arms are out stretched as if he’s
reaching for help. His eyes were closed
and his body was frozen solid”

Ketchell eventually got down the
mountain on time and was treated for
his lung infection.

AARON MONTES / The Prospector

Senior Tess Hall, gets a header during a match against Memphis on October 2012 at

University Field.

SENIORS from page B10

goal and tied up the game to send it
into overtime.

“I remember scoring and being
like what happened?” Kindizerski
said. “Everyone was cheering and so
pumped up and one of my teammates
comes up and I thought she was going

to give me a high five but instead she

just claps and I'm just with my hands
up in shock”

Although Hall and Kindizerski will
head their own separate ways, both
girls said they will make an effort to
see and talk to each other as many

times as they can.

Albert Gamboa may he reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Now, he will take on his next ad-
venture. On June 30, Ketchell intends
to embark on his 18,000-mile jour-
ney around the world. He will cycle
through Europe, the Middle East,
Asia, Australia, North America and
then back to Europe.

To prepare for the task, Ketchell cy-
cled across the United States, starting
at San Diego, Calif. and ending at St.
Augustine, Fla.

One day along highway 28 in New
Mexico, he crossed paths with Shan-
non Osborne, student leadership
coordinator for the Student Engage-
ment and Leadership Center at UTEP.

“I was training with one of my
friends and I happened to get a flat
tire. We were four miles from where

our rest stop was. She went ahead,
went along and I was about to fix
my flat tire,” Osborne said. “Once I
got my flat tire fixed I was back on
the road riding my bicycle and that’s
when we met because he started talk-
ing to me out of nowhere. I looked
behind me and here’s this English guy
talking with an accent. We were talk-
ing and asking lots of questions. He
was telling me that he was participat-
ing in a global triathlon.

Osborne kept in touch with Ketch-
ell. As the advisor for the National
Society of Leadership and Success,
she suggested the group take a look
at possibilities of bringing Ketchell to
UTEDP as a speaker.

THE PROSPECTOR
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“We all did our own research on
him to see what he’s about because
you dont want to bring someone in
and you don’t know how to relate to
this person,” said Anastasia Shively,
senior psychology major and member
of NSLS. “T heard his story and it really
stuck out...we need a unity with lead-
ership across campus and for students
to come and go, ‘Well I went and saw
him so I'm inspired to do something.”

NSLS, along with help from other
sponsors at UTEP, were able to get
Ketchell to come to UTEP before he
starts his cycle around the world. He
will speak at 7 p.m., May 9 at the UTEP
Union Cinema. The event is free admis-
sion and open to the public.

Kristopher Rivera may be reached af the prospector@utep.edu.
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of vegan, vegetarian, local + gluten-free options

Now delivering groceries

WWW.MOUNTRINVIEWMARKET.COOP

FRESH. LOCAL. AWESOME.

Community-Owned since 1975!

1300 El Paseo Rd. Las Cruces
436

call us at 57/5.823 .

NM 88001

to El Paso every week!
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