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Dr.  E .  E .  Rhe ' inhe imer"
by Robert  H. Novak

Apr i l  3 ,  1974

N:  Dr .  Rhe inhe imer ,  why  don ' t  we  s ta r t  w i th  jus t  a  I  j t t l e  b i t  o f  b ' i og raph ica ' l

background about yourse' l f ,  when and where you were born,  something about

your  paren ts ,  i n fo rmat ion  a long  tha t  l i ne .

R: I  was  born  in  E l  Paso in  1890.  And the  house / in /  wh ich  a l1  my bro thers

and s is te rs  were  born  is  s t i l l  s tand ing  down there  on  South  F lo rence

St ree t .  I  don ' t  know who l j ves  in  i t  now;  rny  fa ther  so ld  i t  many years

ago. My farents]  were both born' in Syracuse, New York.  My father came

here ' in  lB80  as  a  bu i ld ing  and  b r idge  super in tenden t  fo r  the  San ta  Fe  l i ne

bu i ld ing  in to  here .  Inc iden ta l l y ,  we  used  to  go  up  the  va l ' l ey  and  he 'd

SdV,  " I  bu i l t  tha t  s ta t ion ,  I  bu i l t  tha t  house ,  I  bu i l t  tha t  b r idge , "  and

so on ,  f rom here  to  Las  Cruces .  We never  went  much above tha t ;  the  roads

were bad /or1 there weren' t  any roads. Then he lef t  here and I  th ink he

came back  about  lBB2 and s tayed here  ever  s ince  then;  he  l i ved  here .  He

went back to Syracuse-- I  don' t  know when exact ly--met my mother and marr" ied

her back there.  i  would assume that they came back here about l8B8 because

I  was  born  in  
. |890  

in  the  house  wh ich  he  bu i l t  h imse l f .

Would he and y.our mother have come back here by t r ian,  a l l  the way from

Syracuse?

Yes .

Do you have any  idea how long i t  m igh t  have taken in  those days?

We11,  na tura l l y ,  my fa ther  hav ing  been a  fo reman fo r  the  Santa  Fe,  any  t ime

we went  back  there ' i t  was  by  the  Santa  Fe- -wh ich  meant  we le f t  here  a t  n igh t ,

go t  to  A lbuquerque ' in  the  morn ing  andhad break fas t  in  tha t  Harvey  House up

there ,  wh ich  was r igh t  in  the  s ta t ion .  Then we le f t  in  the  morn ' ing- - /Te t 'C7

N:

R :

N :

R :



t \ :
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say aiv was lvlonday morn'ing--we went up through Colorado and stopped jn

a l l  the  Harvey  Houses .  They 'd  come th rough the  t ra in  and ask  how many mea ls

you wanted, and they'd be ready when you got there.  The next morn' ing we

were  in  western  Kansas ,  and tha t  n igh t  we were  jn  Kansas  C i ty ,  I  th ink ;

the  nex t  morn ing  in  Ch icago,  and the  nex t  morn ing  in  Syracuse.  Now i t  takes

about  four  hours  on  the  p lane.

I  was  born  June 
. |6 ,  

1890,  and in  Ju ly  l89 l  my mother  took  me back  by

tha t  same rou te  so  I  cou ld  be  bapt ized  in  her  church .  I  have the  bapt ism

cer t i f j ca te ;  I  used i t  when i  go t  my re t ' i rement  and soc ia l  secur i ty .

Cou ld  you te11 us  any th ing  about  your  ear ly  educat ion  here  in  E l  Paso,

such as  grammar  schoo l  o r  h igh  schoo l?

I  f j r s t  went  to  the  o ld  Cent ra l  Schoo l ,  wh ich  was loca ted  on  Campbe l l  and

Myr t le .  The new te lephone bu j ld ' ing  add i t ion  is  on  tha t  s i te .  When they

f in ished the  bu i ld ing ,  one o f  the  o f f i cers  down a t  the  te lephone company

cal  I  ed me and f ia i f r ,  " ' . ,Je wi  sh you 'd come down here.  "  Judge Howe's wi f  e

la lso  went7 .  We went  down there ,  and she saw a  p iano there .  I  guess  she

must  have been a l l  o f  n ine ty ;  she  was one o f  my k indergar ten  teachers .  I

went  f i r s t  there  to  k jndergar ten .  She p layed "The Eyes  o f  Texas" - -banged

' i t  ou t  l i ke  nobody 's  bus iness .  They  gave  us  a  b r i ck  wrapped  in  go ld  o f

the  o ld  bu i ld ing ;  I  have  j t  down the  o f f i ce .

Frorn  there  I  went  to  the  A lamo Schoo l ,  wh ich  was ius t  then bu i l t .  I

remember  when G.  P .  Putnam was super in tendent  o f  schoo ls ;  a f te rwards  when

I came back /From medical  schooD he was a pat ient  of  mine. /Once thereJ

was an  Arbor  Day ce lebra t jon .  I  don ' t  know whether  I  was  s t i l l  i n  k inder -

gar ten  or  the  f i rs t  g rade,  bu t  we went  over  to  the  Chop in  Ha l l ,  wh ich  was

on Myr t le  d iagona l ' l y  across  f rom the  schoo l - -a t  wh ich  they  had mus ica ls  and
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concer ts  and th ings  o f  tha t  sor t - -and we car r jed  co t tonwood t rees  down there

and p' lanted them on Arbor Day that yeay. I  remember that  very wel l .  I

don ' t  know i f  the  t rees  qrew or  no t .  That  was  the  schoo l  I  went  to  as  a

s tuden t .

Then I  went for  a short  t ' ime / fo l  the Mesa School  on Montana Street

and then to  the  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l ,  wh ich  was where  the  present  Hote l

D ieu  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing- - the  UTEP Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing- -1 l i l  now,  and went  there

the  four  years  and graduated  in  
. l909 .  

That  was ' in  the  la t te r  par t  o f  t t lay .

I  was  schedu led  to  go  to  Syracuse the  fo l low ing  September .  I  was  hunt ing

down on the  r i ver  bo t tom one t ime,  I  th ink  in  ear ly  August  o f  tha t  year ,

. l909 ,  
and drank  some water  ou t  o f  the  r i ver .  There  was a  lo t  o f  t ypho ' id

fever  then,  so  I  p rompt ly  go t  i t ,  because sewage a l l  the  way f rom here  to

A lbuquerque  was  d ischarged  in to  the  r i ve r .  However ,  I  had  a  m j ld  case ,  bu t

i t  kep t  me f rom go ing  away to  the  un ivers i ty  tha t  fa l l .  So  I  worked a t  the

Yt r lCA fo r  a  year ,  wh ich  was the  o ld  YMCA bu ' i l t  in  1907.  I  used to  love

ath le t j cs  and they  had a  t rack  team there ,  and we d jd  p re t ty  we l l  a round

here. There was one man--I  don' t  know where he came from, his name was

Shap ley- -and he  cou ld  run  the  hundred yards  r 'n  l0  seconds.  That  was w i th

a  gun  and  /b reak in t  a  tape ;  I 'm  sure  tha t  i f  they 'd  had  these  t im ing

dev jces  they  have  now,  he 'd  have  gone  under  l0  seconds .  I 'm  sureo  ' cause

he won every hundred yard race he was in.

We11,  I  worked  jn  the  YMCA jn  the  o f f j ce ,  and ' in  
. |9 . |0 ,  

then ,  I  wen t

o f f  to  Syracuse Un ivers i ty .  Peop le  a lways  ask  me why I  went  there .  tn je l l ,

as  I  jus t  to ' ld  you,  my fa ther  and mother  were  born  there  and I  had unc les

and aunts  and cous ins  ga lo re .  There  was one cous in  o f  mine  who was in

the  med ica l  schoo l ,  and he  ta lked  me in to  coming up  there .



Rhei  nhe imer

N:  So you ac tua l l y  went  to  Syracuse w i th  the  in ten t ion  o f  la te r  go ing  in to

the  med ica l  schoo l  ?

R: 0h, yes,  that  lvas my /d 'esire7. lnJhen we were in high school  here,  there was

an ins t ruc to r - - I  th ink  he  was in  Phys io logy ,  wh ich  was a  misnomer- -h is  name

was Barney  Brooks ,  a  young man.  I  th ink  he  had had one year  in  med ica l

schoo l ,  and he  was teach ing  to  ge t  some funds  together  to  go  on- -now,  tha t ' s

my theory .  Anyway,  I  used to  ta lk  to  h jm a  lo t ,  and he  js  one who in f luenced

me to  go  to  med ica l  schoo l .  He  d idn ' t  sugges t  Syracuse ;  he  d idn ' t  know

anyth ing  about  i t .  A f te rwards  he  became a  b ig  surgeon,  and he  worked in

the  Barnes  Hosp i ta l ,  I  th ink  i t  was ,  in  S t .  Lou ' i s .  As  I  reca l l ,  he  was  the

f i rs t  one,  fo r  an  aneurysm o f  the  aor tao  to  pu t  a  g ra f t  in - - I  th ink  he  was

the f j rst .  But af terwards he was professor of  surger1 6i l  Vanderbj l t  Medi-

cal School . They boys /Trom/ here /it/ tnat t ime remembered him very we1 1

before  he  went  to  Vanderb i l t .  Now he 's  the  one who rea1 ly  s ta r ted  me on

LThg/ medical  f ietQ.

N:  Before  we ta lk  about  the  t ime you spent  a t  Syracuse,  do  you have any  o ther

menor ies  o f  the  c i ty  o f  E1 Paso,  say  a t  the  t ime you were  in  h jgh  schoo l

tha t  you 'd  l ' i ke  to  te l l  us  abou t?

R:  We11,  the  c i ty  was  smal l .  There  was prac t ica l l y  no th ing  beyond where  the

o ld  E l  Paso Southwestern ,  now the  S.P. ,  c rossed Montana St ree t - -p rac t ica l l y

no th ing  beyond tha t .  I  wou ld  es t imate  the  popu la t ion  / to /  be  about  
. |5 ,000.

The c i ty  was  d iv ided Ent i l  four  wards .  I  remember  very  d is t inc t l y  the

f i re alarm system--they had some boxes and down on Santa Fe Street was the

o ld  e lec t r i c  company  power  p ' l an t .  I t ' s  s t j l l  downr there ;  I  th ink  they  use

i t  as  an  aux i l i a ry  i f  they  have  to .  They  had  a  wh js t le ,  and  i f  an  a la rm

was tu rned in  f rom a  box  they 'd  b las t  o f f  the  box  number  on  the  wh js t le .
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1 , ' le11 ,  cur ios i ty ,  o f  course- -everybody 'd  beat  i t  to  tha t  a rea ,  par t i cu ' la11y

j f  i t  was  in  our  ne iqhborhood.  A ' l so  they  had te lephones.

Inc  jdenta l l y ,  tha t  b ig  f lood  o f  1897,  when I  u ' /as  a  boy  l  i v ing  down

there  on  f lo rence St ree t - - the  cana l  then took  o f f  f rom the  r i ver  a t  Har t ' s

M i l l ,  where  tha t  Hac ' ienda  Res tauran t  j s .  l de  used  to  have  te r r j f i c  f l oods ;

an ' immense, amount of  water would come down. I t 'd come down, there and they

were  expec t ing  a  b igger  c res t ,  and they  no t i f ied  the  peop ' le - - tha t  f i re

wh is t le  wou ld  b low i f  the  head ga tes  on  the  cana l  gave way.  The water  came

down / in to /  South  E l  Paso- - the  cana l  was  where ' i t  i s  now.  One a f te rnoon

about  two  o 'c lock  tha t  th jng  b las ted ,  and  we were  l i v ing  in  the  sou th  end

o f  town.  Prac t ' i ca11y  a l l  the  bu i ld ings  a round  were  adobe .  We l l ,  tha t

water  reached our  house.  The men came,  and w j th  p lows and shove ls  they

t r ied  to  bu i ld  a  dam around  tha t  ha l f  b lock ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t  qu i te  make  i t .

The water  came in ,  and eventua l l y  j t  reached f rom 0ver land St ree t  as  fa r

as  you cou ld  see.  A l l  /o f  thoseT adobe bu i ld ings  washed away.  Dr .  Eugene

Por te r  had a  s to ry  about  tha t  in  one o f  the  h is to r ica l  soc ie ty  magaz ' ines- -

Password .  t l e l1 ,  tha t  house  tha t  my  fa ther  bu i l t - -b r i ck - -s tood  in  tha t

wate r  and  mud .  We had  a  basemen t  abou t  ha l f  t he  s j ze  o f  t h ' i s  /Foo rV  where

my  mo the r  wou ld  can  f ru i t  and  s to re  j t  on  she lves .  l ^ l e  d idn ' t  buy  po ta toes

by ten pounds - -  i  t  was / - -uJ hundred pounds .  And sugar ,  f  1  our  ,  vegetabl  es ,

and  a l l  t ha t  s tu f f ,  t hey  kep t  i t  down  in  tha t  basemen t .  I  r emember - - I

can  hea r  i t  r i gh t  now- - t hose  she l ves  f a l l i ng  ove r  and  t he  j a r s  o f  canned

f ru i t  f a l l i ng  o f f .  l , ' l e11 ,  t ha t  house  s tood  i n  tha t  wa te r  and  mud  fo r  two

weeks ,  Lun i l  j t  neve r  deve loped  a  c rack l

D id  you  move  ou t  o f  t he  house  and  go  s tay  w i th  f r i ends  o r  re la t i ves  a t

t ha t  t jme ,  wh i l e  t he  f l ood  wa te rs  we re  s t i l l  t he re?



R:

Rheinhe imer

Wel ln  yes .  My fa ther  t ^ tas  a  cont rac tor - -bu i lder - -and he  had a  shop in  the

back  o f  the  house and he  had a  t ruck- -no t  an  au tomobi le  t ruck ,  bu t  a  horse

t ruck .  And they  took  a l l  o f  us  k ids  ou t  o f  there  about  midn igh t .  We went

downtown and stayed jn a hotel  that  n ' ight ,  and I  th ink the next day or two

/wi l  went up on North Kansas or North Stanton and stayed in the 0 'Connor

house for the rest  of  the t ime. They were away; th ' is  was in the summer.

Mabe l  0 'Connor ;  she 's  now Mrs .  Mabe l  L ipscomb.

Do you remember  i f  the  c i ty  government  d ' id  any th ing  to  a id  f lood  v ic t ' ims ,

on  d jd  they  jus t  have to  do  what  they  cou ld?

R:  I  guess  they  had to  do  what  they  cou ld .  Now,  I  can ' t  answer  tha t '  rea l1y ,

because I  was  on ' l y  seven years  o ld  and I  don ' t  remember  much about  i t  except

the  water .

Was tha t  one o f  the  reasons  tha t  they  la te r  bu j l t  the  E lephant  But te  Dam'

or  was tha t  more  fo r  i r r iga t ion?

No,  tha t  was  to  s to re  the  water .  There  was no t  much danger  o f  f loods .

That  was in  19 '16 ,  I  th jnk .  When they  s to red  the  water  l i ke  i t  i s  now,  they

cont ro l led  i t .  Bu t  the  r j ver  used to  come down pas t  the  smel te r ,  as  i t

does  now,  and make the  tu rn- -we l l ,  j t ' s  changed now.  Down there  about

where  Pey ton 's  Pack ing  Compan1 LT i l , ' i t  made a  tu rn  and then came back  and

went on down the val ley.  Where i t  turned f f t rsf l  and where i t  turned back

was less  than a  m ' i le ,  so  they  go t  the  idea tha t  i f  they  cu t  across  tha t - -

t ry ing  to  ge t  r id  o f  water ,  no t  to  save i t - - tha t  tha t  wou ld  car ry  the  water

away and avo ' id  f ' l ood ing .  And tha t  i s  the  C6rdova Is land tha t  be longed to

M6x ico .  Because th is  loop in  here  was M6x ico ,  /and the f l  cu t  across ,  and

tha t  le f t  M6x ' i co  on  th is  s jde  /o t  tne  r i verT .  I t ' s  par t l y  se t t led  now by

th is  Cham' iza l  bus jness .  We cont ' inued hav ing  f loods  a f te r  tha t ,  bu t  no t  to

N:

N :



N :
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tha t  ex t reme.  Down be low in  the  va l ley ,  where  there  was no th ing- -no  agr i -

cu l tu re ,  j us t  bosque ,  tha t  wou ld  f l ood  over .  One  t ime a t  Ascara te ,  i t  go t

w i th in  75  yards  o f  the  ra i l road .  The  r i ve r  used  to  chanae i t s  course  every

summer  un t i l  they  bu i l t  the  levees ,  and then o f  course  [Tha i l  con f ined ' i t .

l , r Jha t  was  the  re la t ionsh ip  a t  tha t  t ' ime be tween the  c i ty  o f  Judrez  and the

ci ty of  E1 Paso? Did peop' le pret ty much go back and forth?

Abso lu te ly l  There  was no t  much a t ten t ' ion  pa id  to  peop le  c ross ing .  In  fac t ,

a f te r  I  go t  back  and s ta r ted  prac t ice ,  I  had a lmost  as  many pa t ien ts  in

Judrez  as  I  had here .  I  guess  theJudrez  doc tors  had the  same over  here .

Noth ing  was ever  sa jd .  We jus t  went  over ,  took  care  o f  them,  and came

back. I f  a pat ient  had to come over here,  to get 6 ' , i l  eyes examined or

someth ing ,  I  jus t  s imp ly  ca l led  the  immigra t ion  peop l  e  /To l  te l l  them I

had so-and-so  over  there- - th ' i s  was  a f te r  I  was  prac t ic ing- - /Ehat  wou ld- /

have to  be  brought  over  here  to  have g lasses  made or  someth ing .  "A l l  r igh t ,

j us t  be  su re  they  ge t  back . "  Tha t ' s  a l l  they  sa id .  l l l e  never  v jo la ted  j t ,

we a lways  took  them back .

I  never  had  one  b i t  o f  t roub le  un t i l  one  even ing- - th i s  young  lady  had

come f rom Po land and she and her  mother  were  s t randed in  Judrez .  Her  fa ther

had a  ta i lo r  shop here ,  and some way or  o ther  somebody up  there  in  Po land

to ld  them to  go  to  Veracruz  and then come up here  and they 'd  ge t  in .  But

the  quo ta  app l ied  here  jus t  as  much  as  i t  d jd  in  New York  o r  any  o ther

lFlu. i l ,  so they were stranded in Judrez for  a year.  A very br i l l  iant

young ' lady .  I  b rought  her  over  to  Dr .  Schus ter  here  to  ge t  her  eyes  examined,

took her back, and on the way back /- tJ had to go back by the Santa Fe

br idge.  I  knew prac t jca l ' l y  a1 l  the  cus toms /agents7 ,  bu t  th is  was a  new

man.  I  sa id ,  " I  have  no th ing . "  He  saw my bag- -d idn ' t  t r y  to  h ide  i t  o r
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any th ing- - lan{  he  wanted  to  know what  there  was.  I  to ld  h im;  he  says ,

"Do you have any  morph jne  in  there?"  We1l ,  I  never  gave morph ine  a

though t .  l , . Je  ca r r ied  a  l i t t l e  b j t .  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  I  th jnk  I ' ve  go t  s i x  o r

e igh t  quar te r  g ra in  tab le ts . "  He  sa id ,  "How do  I  know tha t  you  d idn ' t

go  to  Judrez  and buy  i t? "  I  sa jd ,  "You ' re  sure  r igh t ,  you  have no  way

/o f  knowjng. "  I t  took  me over  two hours  to  ge t  over  tha t  b r idge.  I  knew

the co l lec to r  o f  cus toms,  I  knew the  narco t ics  o f f i cer  here ,  bu t  they

weren ' t  home and they  weren ' t  in  the  o f f j ce ,  and I  /h -ad  toJ  jus t  s j t  there

t i l l  he  cou ld  f i na l l y  ge t  in  touch  w i th  them.

Inc jdenta l l y ,  back  when I  was  a  k jd ,  I  used to  see Pat  Gar re t t  wa lk

the  s t ree ts  here- -he  was then co l lec to r  o f  cus toms.  Th is  was a f te r  he 'd

had h js  B i l l y  the  K id  inc ident .  Another  charac ter  here  tha t  I  knew pre t ty

we l l  was  the  fe l low who owned the  Coney Is land Sa loon.

Tom Powers?

Tom Powers .  In  fac t ,  he  sor t  o f  took  a  l i k ing  to  me fo r  some reason or

o ther .  Up  in  Canu t i l l o ,  th j s  s ide  o f  Canu t i l l o ,  the re  was  a lways  some

dra inage water  s tand ing  there  and there  were  ducks  there .  b le 'd  go  up

there  duck  hunt ing .  You 'd  have to  go  w i th  a  horse  and wagon or  a  horse

veh ic le  o f  some k ind .  And to  ge t  up  there ,  r igh t  ou t  by  where  the  cement

p lan t  i s  now,  you 'd  have to  go  down the  r i ver  bed and fo l low the  r i ver

bed and come out  up  there  about  where  the  smel te r  schoo l  was ;  i t ' s  s t i l l

s tand ing  there .  Then  j t  was  jus t  a round  th rough  the  d i r t  and  s tu f f .  We 'd

go up  there  to  Tom Z impleman 's  p lace- -J im Harper  and l ^ l i l l  Harper .  J im

Harper  was  jn  po l i t i cs ,  and  he  f ina l l y  fended  up  a t  Judge  o f  Cour t  o f

Appea ls ;  bu t  he  had  a l l  k inds  o f  po l i t i ca l  o f f i ce rs .  They 'd  make  cabr i to

up  there .  Yeah ,  we 'd  go  hun t ing  up  there  a t  tha t  l ake ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th jnk
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they  were  very  en thus ias t ic  about  the  hunt ing- - i t  was  ius t  ge t t ing  up  there .

What k ind of  a man was Tom Powers as you remember him?

Wel l ,  he  had  the  name o f  be ing  a  b ' i g  gunman.  Now I  don ' t  know who he  k i l l ed .

I  know tha t  Manny  C lements  was  k i l l ed ' in  the  Coney  Is land  Sa loon .  Bu t  Tom

Powers  was a  b ig  guy ,  and as  I  reca l l  he  had one g lass  eye .  I 'm no t  so

sure  about  tha t ,  bu t  i t  seems to  me as  I  see  h im now he had one eye ou t ,

anyway. But as far  as I 'm concerned, he was a good guy. I  never saw any-

th ing  wrong.  But  there  were  a  lo t  o f  shenan igans  in  the  Coney Is l :and Sa loon.

I  guess  i f  they  wanted  to  ge t  r id  o f  somebody,  they  took  h ' im ' in  the  back

there .

A t  tha t  t ime ,  was  what  they  ca l led  the  Tender lo in  s t i l l  f l ou r i sh ing?

0h,  yes .  0 r  course  we were  k jds .  I t  was  on  Utah  St ree t ,  wh ich  is  South

Mesa now,  be low Over land St ree t .  I  don ' t  know much about  i t ,  o f  course ;

I  know what was there.  I  know that there were three rather large houses

there ;  I  th ink  one o f  them is  s t i l l  s tand ing .  I  remember  hear ing  the  name

Ti l l i e  Howard ,  and  May  C la rk  I  th ink  was  ano ther  one .  I  don ' t  know who

the  th i rd  one  was .  Then  they  had  a  lo t  o f  l i t t l e  p laces .  0h ,  we  as  k ids

wandered down there  occas iona l l y ,  bu t  tha t  was  a l l  there  was to  tha t .

I  remember  the  gambl ing  houses  very  we11,  because we as  k ids  s tood

at  the  door .  What  fasc jna ted  me was those b ig  chande l ie rs .  There  was one

where the Wigwam /Tneatre]  ' is  now. There utas one, I  guess i t  was back of

the  Coney  Is land  Sa loon , ' i n  tha t  a11ey .  4The  sa loon ]  faced  the  a l ley  and

went  back  to  E l  Paso St ree t .  That  was  qu i te  an  es tab l i shment .  And I

th ink  there  was one on  South  E l  Paso.  t r r le  were  jus t  cur ious .  They  wou ldn ' t

le t  us  in ,  o f  course ;  we s tood a t  the  door  and watched.  I  don ' t  know what

was  go ing  on ,  bu t  I 'm  sure  they  were  a l l  c rooked .  D id  you  know J .  B .

N:

R :
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B ink ley?  The  fe l l ow  tha t  was  the  conduc to r  on  the  o ld  mu le  ca r?

I  d j dn ' t  know  h im ,  bu t  we  do  have  an  j n te r v i ew  w i t h  h im .

We l l ,  M r .  B ink l ey  was  an  e l ec t r i c i an .  He  was  a  pa t i en t  o f  m jne ,  he  and

h is  w i fe ,  f o r  f ou r  l ong  yea rs .  He  used  to  te l l  me  abou t  be ing  ca l l ed  to

those  gamb l ing  houses  to  w ' i r e  the  rou le t te  whee l .

So  j t  wou ld  ope ra ted  i n  f avo r  o f  t he  es tab l j shmen t?

0h ,  yes .  Those  s lo t  mach jnes  and  a l l  t hose  gamb l ing  games ,  t he  pe rcen tage

js  w j th  the  house .  I n lhy  they 'd  wan t  t o  be  c rooked ,  I  don ' t  know.  Bu t  he

to l d  me ,  "Yes ,  de f i n i t e l y ,  I  w i r ed  a  l o t  o f  t hose  t ab les  unde rnea th . "

0 f  cou rse ,  l a t e r  on ,  gamb l " i ng  was  go ing  on  i n  Jud rez .  I  t h i nk  i t  was  abou t

. l 900  
o r  i n  t ha t  e ra  when  gamb l i ng  was  s topped ' i n  E l  Paso .

U S

E1

anyth ing  about  the  re la t ionsh ip  among the  van ious  e thn ic

Paso,  such as  the  Mex icans  or  the  Ch ' inese?

R:  Wel l ,  there  was a  Ch jnese co lony  here ,  on  South  Oregon St ree t  most ly .  They

kept  to  themse lves .  When the  GH & SA was bu i ld ing  to  E l  Paso- - they  were

coming f rom San Anton io  and the  T  & P was comjng f rom Da l las ,  and the

f  i rs t  one tha t  go t  to  S iema B lanca go t  the  l ine  west .  l ^Je l l ,  the  GS & SA

got  there  f i rs t ,  and they  had h i red  an  jmmense number  o f  Ch inese coo l ies

as  laborers .  Then the  T  & P abandoned i t ,  and  when the  T  & P opera ted

here ,  they  used the  l ine  f rom S ier ra  B lanca jo in t l y .

But anyway, some of those cool ies stayed here;  qui te a few of  them

worked jn  the  o ld  GH & SA shops,  wh ich  was jus t  eas t  o f  Campbe l l  S t ree t .

Some o f  the  loca ted  down there  in  the  o ld  Ch inese co lony  and they  opened

Ch jnese  laundr ies ,  wh jch  was  qu i te  some es tab l i shment .  I  used  to  l i ke  to

watch  them j ron .  They 'd  f i l l  the j r  mouths  w j th  water  and whoosh /Th .  waterT

a l l  over  and  then  j ron  ou t  c lo thes .  They  a l l  had  long  queues ,  wh ' i ch  was
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the  s ty1e,  I  guess ,  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  remember  the i r  coming to  the  house

wi th  laundry ,  these long queues hang ing  down the  back .  But  i t  was

interest ing to watch them do the i roning; they tnui l  to damped the

c lo thes ,  and tha t ' s  what  they  used.  We d idn ' t  pay  much a t ten t ion  to

hyg iene and pub l ic  hea l th  measures  then.  There  used to  be  a  lo t  o f  tamale

vendors  on  the  s t ree t  and I 'm sure  there  was no  cont ro l  over  the ,  what

they  used fo r  meat ,  t j l l  somet ime la te r  a  rumor  go t  ou t  tha t  they  were  us ing

dog meat .  I , Je l l ,  tha t  ended tha t ,  o f  course- -nobody bought  tamales  f rom them

anymore.

[ tJ  remember  another  jnc ident  in  my l i fe .  When we were  jus t  k ids- -

f i ve ,  s ixo  seven years  o ld - - there  was a  man here  in  town,  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten

h is  name,  tha t  used to  take  us  over  to  Ju6rez  on  Sunday a f te rnoon to  go

to  the  bu l l f i gh t .  l ^ le  took  the  mu le  ca r .  He 'd  take  me and  my s is te r  and

bro ther ,  I  guess .  I , ' l e  d idn ' t  care  about  the  bu l l f igh t - -he  a lways  brought

us  th i s  Mex ican  candy .  They  ca l led  i t  macoche ,  I  th ink  i t  was .  Tha t ' s

why we went ,  tha t ' s  why  we were  a lways  anx ious  to  go .  I  don ' t  remember

Fr " i l  one  o f  the  bu l l f igh ts ;  and r ' f  I  d id  see Lon i l ,  I 'm g ' lad  to  /h -ave

forgo t ten  i t ] .  That ' s  someth jng  I  never  d id ;  I  haven ' t  been to  th ree

bu l l f i gh ts  in  my  l i f e ,  because  I  th ink  i t ' s  a  coward ly  ac t  and  c rue l

spor t .

Anyway,  one day  tha t  fe l low shot  a  guy  and k i l led  h im- - /The man thaV

was tak ing  us  to  Judrez ,  th is  murderer .  He was t r jed  and sentenced,  and

sent  to  p r ison .  0 f  course ,  I  don ' t  remember  too  much about  j t ,  bu t  then

I 'm sure  he  was one o f  very  few who were  ever  sent  to  p r ison  fo r  k i l l i ng

somebody.  But  tha t  ended tha t  go ing  to  Judrez  to  the  bu l l f igh ts .

Do you happen to remember when they changed from the mule-drawn streetcars
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to  the  e lec t r i c  ones?

About  
. l908  

maybe- - I  jus t  don ' t  remember .  But  there  used to  be  a  mule

that pul led one of  the cars to Judrez,  /_ThaU was named Mandy. They

have  a  rep l i ca  o f  the  o ld  mu le  ca r  up  there  in  the  Carneg ie  Park .  When

they  f i rs t  opened,  when the  f i rs t  car  went  a round,  they  had a  f la t  car

and they  pu t  Mandy on  i t  and gave her  a  r ide  over  the  sys tem.  There  was

qu ' i te  a  c rowd down there  in  the  P ioneer  P laza .  I  remember i t  we l l  ' cause

I was in the crowd. I  know the Buffalo Bi l l  t , l l i ld hJest Show was here down

in  the  Wash jng ton  Park  a rea .  We went  down to  tha t  in  the  e lec t r i c  car .

I t  must  have been about  
. l900 ,  

I  guess- - l  jus t  can ' t  remember  the  exac t  da te .

But I  remember being down there and seeing Mandy go take a r ide /or i l  the

f i rs t  e lec t r j c  car  tha t  went  a round the  sys tem.

And i t  was  a  g rea t  s tun t  to  r ide  the  t ro l ley  car .  h le  used to  go  ou t

to Fort  Bl ' iss to play basketbal l  and took the electr ic car out there.  V' le

were  in  h igh  schoo l  and I  go t  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo ' l  ' i n  1909,  so  they  were  in

opera t ion  then .  You  cou ld  take  a  r ide  ou t  to  For t  B l i ss ;  i t  wen t  ou t  wha t ' s

now Fort  Boulevard and up L7ntf l  the for t ,  turned around and came back down-

town. Then you could get a t ransfer / ;n i l  take the Second ln lard car and

take a  b ' id  t r ip  a round there .  That  was a  n icke l  /To7 ta t<e  tha t  t r ip ,

La,ni l  come back to the plaza where they started. So that was a great stunt.

And  they 'd  have  pa l^ t ies - - they 'd  h i re  an  e lec t r i c  ca r ,  a  t ro l l ey  ca r ,  and

have par t ' ies  on  the  th ing ,  take  the i r  food and /every th jn f , .  You cou ld

spend ha l f  a  day  fo r  twenty  cents  o r  a  quar te r ,  tak ing  a1 l  the  l ines ,

' cause  the  fa re

Tel  I  me how you

I , r l e l l ,  t he  yea r

was  on l y  a  n j cke l

remember the Taf t -Diaz meet ing.

was  1909 ,  t he  yea r  I  was  work ing  a t  t he  YMCA. I  had  a  b i g
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bunch of  boys and we were down at  the plaza across f rom the St.  Regis

Hote l .  A l l  the  schoo lk ids  were  down there  and the  bu i ld ings  were  decora ted

everywhere .  I  guess  none be fore  and none s ince  deserved decora t ions ,

' cause every th ing  was covered w i th  red ,  wh j te ,  and b lue ,  and s ta r red  bunt ing

and f1ags .  But  lhad  a  herd  o f  k ' ids ,  and we s tood across  f rom the  St .  Reg is

Hote l  when  Ta f t ' s  t ra in  pu l led  in .  They  go t  ou t  and  went  in  the  S t .  Reg is

Hotel  and had th ' is  breakfast  there,  and then went to the br idge, where

they met Diaz at  the center of  the br idge. And Diaz had come up here in

an  e labora te . . .D iaz  was  a  d ic ta to r ,  you  know.  And  I  th ink  the  peop le  go t

a long be t te r  under  h im than they  have s ince l  (Chuck les)  But  anyway,  he

brought the f t {aximi I  ian s i l  verware wi th h ' im. Then i  n the evening they had

a  banque t  jn  the  cus toms house  in  Judrez ,  j n  wh jch  they  used  th is  Ma.x im i l j an

s i l ve r  and  ch inaware  and  a l l  tha t .

That  was the  f r ' r s t  t jme a  pres jdent  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  wh j le  he  was

in  o f f i ce ,  l e f t  the  boundar ies  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  I  was  in  New York

once and went  to  a  qu iz  show,  and one o f  the  ques t jons  he  asked the  contes tan t

6u i l ,  "Who was the  f i rs t  p res ident  who le f t  the  cont inenta l  Un i ted  Sta tes

whi le  in  o f f i ce?"  They  sa id  Rooseve l t ,  I  th ink ,  bu t  anyway they  accepted

i t .  I  shou ld  have taken issue r igh t  there ,  bu t  when I  go t  back  here  I

ta lked  to  one o f  the  newspaper  ed j to rs .  I  sa id ,  "They  made a  mis take  back

there .  Ta f t  was  the  f i rs t  p res ident  tha t  le f t  the  count ry . "  And he  had

to  ge t  permiss ' ion  f rom Congress  to  do  i t .  He d idn ' t  go  fa r ,  bu t  he  le f t

the cont inental  Un' i ted States.  And you know they corrected that on that

program. He wrote to  them /and to ld  them/.

We ' |1 ,  t ha t  was  a  ga la  occas jon .  0 f  cou rse ,  t he  soc ia l  even ts - - the

e labo ra te  b reak fas t ,  t he  banque ts ,  t he  mee t jngs ,  and  a l l  t ha t  so r t  o f
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th ing - - I  don ' t  know much  abou t  i t .  Bu t  tha t  was  the  day  tha t  l i t t l e  boy

got  s tabbed.  He go t  in to  an  argument  w j th  another  boy ,  and the  boy  took

out  a  kn j fe  and severed the  b ig  a r te ry ,  and he  b led  to  death  r igh t  there

in  the  s t ree t .  I t  was  in  tha t  c rowd down thene o f  schoo l  ch i ld ren .  A

sad  a f fa i r .

I  remember  see ing  Taf t  very  we l l - - I  d idn t t  see  D iaz .  / - I f7  was in  the

middle of  the br idge where they met,  and then Diaz went back, and /Ther l

Ta f t  went  over  there .  That ' s  a l l  I  can  remember  o f  i t .

What  was the  course  o f  s tud ies  l i ke  a t  Syracuse a t  the  t ime you were  there?

l{hat did you study?

L ' ibera l  a r ts ,  p re-med,  was about  the  same as  i t ' i s  now.  And the  course  o f

s tudy  in  the  med ica l  schoo l  was  approx jmate ly  the  same as  i t ' i s  now,  on ly

not  so  sc ien t i f  i c  as  i t  i s  now;  ' i t  was  more  prac t ica l  .  h le  had phys io logy ,

anatomy,  surgery ,  med ic ine ,  pa tho logy ,  bac ter io logy- -a l l  o f  them,  the  same

as they  do  now.  Except  as  I  say ,  they ' re  more  sc ien t i f  j c  now and longer ,

bu t  then  we spen t  long  hours .  0 f  course , ' l ' n  Sy racuse ,  New York  jn  the  m ' id -

w in te r  i t  ge ts  dark  a t  3 :00  jn  the  a f te rnoon .  I  wen t  to  c lasses  a t  B :00

jn  the  morn ing  in  the  dark  and  le f t  c lasses  a f te r  3 :00  in  the  a f te rnoon  in

the  dark  aga in .  That  was in  m ' id -w ' in te r .

For  the  s ta te  board ,  we were  hav ' ing  exams a l l  the  t ime.  I f  a  p ro fessor

cou ldn ' t  ge t  there  /Fecaus f ,  he  was a  prac t ic ing  phys jc ian ,  he 'd  send a  l ' i s t

o f  ques t ions  to  the  schoo l  and /we wou ' l {  have an  exam,  jus t  ou t  o f  the

c lear  sky .  Then  a t  the  end  o f  the  f i r s t  semes te r ,  w€ 'd  have  a l l  ou r  exams

over  the  who le  course ;  and / i i l  tne  end o f  the  second,  the  same th ing .

At  the  end o f  the  four  years  o f  med jca l  schoo l ,  we had exams on the  who le

shebang.  Nq had to  go  back  and p ick  up fouryears  o f  work .  And when you
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took  the  s ta te  boards ,  i t  was  the  same th ing .

I  took  the  s ta te  board  in  New York ;  a t  tha t  t ime they  rec ip roca ted  w i th

Texas .  So I  went  on  an  in te rnsh jp  a t  the  hosp i ta l ,  and when I  go t  th rough

wi th  tha t ,  I  made app f i ca t ion  fo r  a  rec ip roc i t y  l i cense  w i th  Texas .  In  the

meant ime,  they  had broken o f f .  So ,  there  was a  major  in  the  med jca l  depar t -

ment  o f  the  army- -med ica l  corps  they  ca l led  r ' t - -who was go ing  around med i -

ca l  schoo ls .  Th is  was  jn  . |9 . |6 .  
He  was  t ry ing  to  en l i s t  med ica l  s tuden ts

in  the  med ica l  / .o .pV as  f j r s t  l j eu tenan ts .  We l l ,  the re  were  f i ve  o f  us - -

there  were  probab ly  a  dozen in te rns  there- -and Nq sa id ,  "Yeah,  we ' l I

s ign  up . "  He  examined  us ,  and  my hear t  was  go ing  a  l j t t l e  rap id ly  because

I  was  a  l i t t l e  tense  abou t  the  /who lg_7  tn ing ,  and  he  wou ldn ' t  take  me.  He

took  the  o ther  fou r ,  and  he  sa id ,  " In  a  coup le  o f  weeks  you '11  ge t  your

commjss ion  in  the  med ica l  reserve . "  They  d id ,  bu t  we  d idn ' t  have  a  so ld ' i e r

in  Europe .  He  says ,  "You  w i l I  no t  be  ca l led  to  du ty  un t ' i l  we ' re  opera t ing

/ in  a  war /  over  the re . "  Bu t  a t  tha t  t ime  the  Eng l i sh  fo rces ,  inc lud ing

the  Cnad jans ,  were  send ing  doc tors  up  to  the  f ron t  l ines  w i th  the  a t tack ing

in fan t ry ,  and they  los t  a  lo t  o f  doc tors .  There  was a  b ig  shor tage.  So

not  over  ten  days  la te r ,  these four  go t  a  no t ice  they  were  ass igned to  ac t ' i ve

duty  and loaned to  the  Canad jan  army.  lThey  werq  sent  overseas  jmmedia te ly ,

and  a l l  fou r  o f  them were  k i l l ed .  So  I  m issed  tha t .

Anyway,  I  came back  here  /_un i l  I  cou ldn ' t  s i t  a round do ing  no th ing ,

so  I  had to  go  to  Da l las  to  take  the  Texas  board .  Then when I  s ta r ted

prac t i c ing  E  dec ' ided  I ' d /  t r y  i t  aqa ' in .  I  wen t  ou t  to  For t  B l ' i ss ,  and  a

young f j rs t  l ' i eu tenant  examined me.  l4y  hear t  was  a  l i t t le  fas t ,  and he

says ,  "Do you rea l1y  want  to  ge t  in  the  med ica l  corps?"  I  says ,  "Yes '  sure

I  do i "  And  he  sa id ,  " l , r Je l l ,  - yoU ' re  in . "  So  tha t  was  tha t ,  and  I  had  to
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i n te r rup t  the  e ' igh t  o r  ten  month  prac t ice  I  had /and/  qo ' in  the  army fo r

a  I  i t t l e  wh i le .

Where were you sent when you went into the army?

I was sent to Camp McArthur in ldaco, f rom there to fa l  camp in Hatt ies-

burg ,  M iss iss ipp i ,  then  to  New 0r leans ,  then  to  Char les ton ,  Sou th  Caro l jna .

I  never  go t  ou t  o f  th is  count ry .

And af ter  the war was over,  Vou came back to El  Paso.

0h ,  yes- - i t  was  s t j l l  my home,  Vou know.  In  fac t ,  I  never  gave up  my home.

As a  med ica l  s tudent ,  th ' i s  was  my home.

Did  you ever  cons ider  s tay ing  in  New York  to  l ' i ve ,  o r  were  you

wanted to come back to El  Paso to pract ice?

0h ,  I  though t  abou t  j t - - I  cou ld ' ve  had  a  good  s ta r t  up  the re ,

v i i th  some o f  those prominent  doc tors ,  p robab ly  he ' lp ing  in  the

schoo l .  By  tha t  t ime,  my cous in  had graduated ,  and he  was jn

the  b jg  in te rna l  med ic ' ine  doc tors  up  there .  Then I  mar r ied  a

Un ivers i t y  s tuden t ,  and  she  d idn ' t  ob jec t  to  coming  down here .

I  l j ked  New York .  I t  was  pre t ty  darn  co ld  in  the  w in te r ,  and

in  the  summer  somet imes,  bu t  I  I  j ked  ' i t .  Bu t  I  thought  I  ov led

to  come back  here .

sure you

get t ing  in

med' ica I

w ' i th  one o f

Syracu se

But  rea l ' l y ,

pretty hot

i t  to myse' l f

Cou ld  we  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  t he  s ta te  o f  know ledge  i n  t he  med i ca l  f j e l d

a t  t ha t  t ime?  Fo r  j ns tance ,  how  d id  you  t r ea t ' i n f ec t ' i ons  back  i n  t hose  days ,

i n  t he  p re -an t i b io t i c  days?

l , r le  t reated them symptomat ' ica11y,  maybe said a prayer  or  two,  and hoped for

the  bes t .  Pneumon ia  was  a  te r r i b le  th ing .  These  fe l l ows  wou ld  have  a

ch i l l ,  pa in  i n  t he  ches t ,  s t a r t  cough ing  up  b l oody  s tu f f .  0n  t he  f ou r t h

to  the  s ' i x th  day - -h igh  feve r - - they  wou ld  have  wha t  t hey  ca l l ed  a  c r i s i s .
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N:

R :

The tempurature dropped to normal  ,  the pu1 se to  normal  /o i l  be low norma' l  ,

t he  tempera tu re  be low  no rma l ,  and  they 'd  be  ve ry  weak .  I f  t hey  su rv i ved

tha t . . .  Some  o f  t hem d ied  i n  t ha t ,  because  i t  was  qu ' i t e  a  shock .  The

pneumon ia  was  s t j l l  t he re ,  bu t  t he  symptoms  le f t .  I f  t hey  su rv i ved  the

c r i s i s  one  day ,  t hen  t hey  we re  a l l  r i gh t ,  We  used  asp i r i n ,  o f  cou rse ;  we

used  mus ta rd  pou l t i ces  on  the  ches t ;  and  kep t  t hem in  bed ,  kep t  t hem warm.

Tha t  was  the  bes t  we  cou ld  do .  The re  were  no  su l fa  d rugs ,  i t  was  a  l ong

t ime  be fo re  we  go t  an t i b io t i cs .  Now we  don ' t  pay  too  much  a t ten t ' i on - -we

don ' t  see  tha t  t ype  o f  pneumon ia  much  anymore .  You  see  th j s  i n f l uenza

type.  /Eefor{  the ant ib io t ics  l .umg/  the su l fa  drugs.  They were pret ty

ha rd  on  peop le .  They  rea11y  go t  s i ck ,  bu t  t he  ru l e  was  t o  keep  on  g i v i ng

i t  t o  t hem,  even  i f  t hey  vomj ted  i t  up  r i gh t  away .

When  d jd  the  su l fa  d rugs  come in to  popu la r  use?

0h ,  I  wou ld  say  abou t  1922  o r ' 23  o r  ' 24 - - somewhere  a l ong  i n  t he re .

How abou t  su rg i ca l  t echn iques  i n  those  days?  Wha t  d id  you  use  fo r  anes the t i cs ,

fo r  i ns tance?

t , l j e l l ,  t he  anes the t i c  was  e the r .  Some t jmes  a  l i t t l e  ch lo ro fo rm ,  bu t  ch lo ro -

fo rm was  a  hyd roca rbon  and  i t  a f f ec ted  the  l i ve r ,  j us t  as  i t  does  now.  So

they  d i dn ' t  use  much  ch lo ro fo rm .  E the r  was  t he  anes the t i c  o f  cho i ce .  The

marg in  be tween  se r iousness  and  no  danger  a t  a l l  was  b ig  and  w ide .  Now

w i th  t he  anes the t i c s  t he  marg in  o f  sa fe t y  i s  abou t  l i ke  t ha t  ( sp reads  f i nge rs

apar t  ve ry  s l i gh t l y ) .  Bu t  genera l  p rac t i ce  was  abou t  t he  same.

Thypho id  feve r - - the re  was  a  l o t  o f  t ha t .  The  t rea tmen t  I  had  was

s ta rva t i on .  They  gave  us  wa te r .  When  I  had  t ypho id ,  as  I  t o ld  you ,  t he

t rea tmen t  was  f a r  wo rse  t han  t he  d i sease .  I  was  do ing  a  l o t  o f  a th l e t j c s '

gymnas t i c  s tu f f ,  and  I  was  qu i te  husky - - I  we ighed  a round  
. | 50  

to  
. | 55  pounds ,
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i t  was  musc le .  When I  cou ld  ge t  to  a  sca le  a f te r  two or  th ree  weeks

l i t t le  more  o f  / tna{ /  s ta rva t ion  d ie t  t rea tment ,  I  was  les$  than a

red  pounds .  I  was  sk in  and  bones- - I  cou ldn ' t  s i t  down.  Bu f  then

l1y  they  saw tha t  was  a  nonsens ica l  sor t  o f  a  th ing ,  so  the$ s ta r ted

ing  them.  They  d idn ' t  g ' i ve  them lobs te r  sa lad ,  o f  courSe ,  hu t

a ls ,  m i1k ,  eggs ;  and pre t ty  soon scraped beef  and th ings  o f  tha t

.  There  was no  need o f  anybody ' los ing  we igh t  un less  i t  was  a  very

re  case .

Smal lpox  was  ano ther  th ing  when I  go t  back  here ;  had  qu j te  a  lo t  o f

.  Those were  the  th ree  th ' ings  tha t  we dreaded most :  t ypho id ,  pneumonja ,

smal1pox .  0 f  course ,  smal lpox  was be ing  conquered by  vacc ina t ion ;  i t

dy ing  ou t  then.  Never the less ,  we cont inued see ing  cases .  They  took

the appendix in the same way they do now. They did a gastro-enterostomy

same way they do now.

but

o ra

hund

f ina

feed

cere

so rt

seve

tha t

and

WAS

out

they

How abou t  de l i ve r ing  bab ies?

We11,  they  were  born  the  same way they  are  nowl  (Laughter )  Most ly  in  homes;

I  de l i ve red  a  lo t  o f  bab ies  here  in  homes.  Inc iden ta l l y ,  we  wou ld  take

care  o f  the  mother ,  p re-na ta1 ,  and s tay  in  the  home.  We had to  s tay  there

several  hours probab' ly,  because /we7 fraa no way of  determin' ing when the

baby was coming.  Lo ts  o f  t jmes there  was no  one there .  When a  baby  is

born ,  i t ' s  covered  w i th  a  lo t  o f  mecon jum.  Lo tso f t imes  I  ba thed  the  baby '

c leaned  i t  an  a l l .  For  tha t ,  ou r  b ig  fee  was  $25- - i f  you  go t  i t .

D id  most  o f  the  doc tors  in  those days  have jus t  genera l  p rac t ice?

0h,  yes .  0 f  course ,  these TB men were  genera l  p rac t ic joners - - they  d idn ' t

know surgery .  Then  there  was  a  u ro log is t  he re ,  and  tha t ' s  a l l  he  d id ;  i n

fac t ,  / there  were /  a  coup le  o f  them.  They  were  spec ia l i s ts .  But  the
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surgeons d id  med ica l  work ,  the  genera l  p rac t ic joner  d id  surgery .  You had

to  do  every th ing- -se t  bones .  The techn ique was the  same;  you had to

s te r i l i ze  the ' ins t rumentsn  sc rub  your  hands ,  pu t  on  masks- - ius t  the  same

as they  do  now.  Except  now j t  j s  advanced- - they ' re  do ing  th ings  tha t  we

never  thought  o f  back  @n" i l .  An  o1d pa t ien t  wou ld  fa l l  back  in  those

days, break a hip,  and the treatment was /To/ put them in bed with an

ex tens ' ion  on  the  leg  to  t ry  to  pu11 the  bones apar t ,  and these o ld  fo lks

wou ld  ge t  pneumonia  and d ie .  Now they  pu t  a  p ros thes ' i s  in  o r  na i l  the

bone and ge t  them up in  two or  th ree  days ,  and they  a1 ' l  surv ive .

There  was very  l i t t le  b ra in  surgery  then,  a l though we wou ld  make a

ho le  in  the  sku l l ,  to  a  t reph ine ,  le t  a  c ' l o t  ou t - -yes ,  we  d id  tha t .  Bu t

these bra in  opera t ions ,  no- - l i ke  remov ' ing  bra in  tumors  and a l l  tha t  sor t

o f  th ing .  Hear t  surgery ,  o f  course ,  was  unknown.  Pu lmonary  surgery  was- -

we11,  they 'd  take  f lu id  ou t  o f  a  ches t .  La te r ,  fo r  TB,  they  s ta r ted  opera t ing ,

do ing  a  pneumothorax ,  pu t t jng  a i r  in  to  compress  the  lung,  then went  to

tak ing  ou t  par t  o f  the  1ung .  Now i t ' s  qu i te  common.

So one o f  your  b igges t  p rob lems was acc ' iden t  v ic t ims deve lop ing  pnuemonia

la te r  on .

Wel l ,  the re  wasn ' t  too  much  o f  tha t .  The  pneumon ia  tha t  these  o ld  fo l ks

deve loped was hypos ta t i c  pneurmnia .  By  tha t  I  mean the  b lood wou ld  go  to

the  lower  par t  o f  the  1ungs .  I t  was  a  conges t ' i ve  pneumon ia ,  i t  wasn ' t

in fec t ious  pneumon ' ia ;  bu t  o f  course  you cou ld  ge t  an  in fec t ion  in  i t .  Most

o f  them cou ldn ' t  su rv ive  i t .

PAUSE
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N:

R:

Le t ' s  t a l k  abou t  some  o f  you r  co l l eagues  j n  t he  med i ca l  p ro fess ion  du r i ng

the '20s.  How about  Dr .  S.H.  Newman? How do you remember Dr .  Newman?

Wel l ,  I  r emember  h im  ve ry  we l l  because  he  was  a  c lass  ahead  o f  me  a t  h igh

schoo l .  He  was  i n te res ted  i n  med j c j ne  t he re .  Th i s  Ba rney  B rooks  t ha t  I

spoke  abou t  ea r l i e r  i n  t he  game ,  we  wou ld  d j ssec t  ca t s ,  f r ogs ,  and  t h i ngs

o f  t ha t  so r t .  Ha r ry  Newman- - I  don ' t  know where  he  go t  t hese  ca ts ,  bu t

he  was  a  b i g  supp l i e r  o f  ca t s ,  f o r  t hese  d i ssec t i ons .  Th i s  f e l l ow  B rooks

wou ld  d i ssec t  t hem,  and  we  go t  t o  know abou t  ca ts  p re t t y  we l l .  Then  he

wen t  o f f  t o  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas - -as  I  say ,  he  was  a  yea r  ahead  o f  me ;

I  t h ink  a  yea r ,  maybe  two- -and  then  I  d id  a  l o t  o f  wo rk  w i th  h im  when  I  go t

back  he re .  I ' d  g i ve  a  l o t  o f  anes the t j c s  f o r  h im ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  on  home

de l i ve r i es .  I  f o rgo t  wha t  caused  h j s  dea th - -he  d j dn ' t  l i ve  t oo  1ong .  I

remember h is  fa ther  very wel l ;  he was a real  estate man /who7 l ived way down

in  the  Second  Ward ,  and  he  rode  a round  on  a  b i cyc le .  He  was  a  newspaperman .

Dr .  Newman had  some s i s te rs .  One  s i s te r ,  I  r emember ,  d ied  and  he r  g rave

was  i n  the i r  ya rd  down  the re .  Tha t ' s  abou t  a l l  I  know abou t  h im .  I  wo rked

a  l o t  w i t h  h im .

How about  Dr .  Cathcar t? How do you remember h im?

The  f i r s t  pa t i en t  I  had  any th ing  to  do  w i th  was  w j th  Dr .  Ca thca r t .  He

came  he re  w i t h  TB ,  and  he  was  g i v ' i ng  anes the t j c s ,  a  l o t  o f  t hem.  The

fa the r  o f  t he  p resen t  D r .  Wayne  Lo ren tzen ,  Mr .  Lo ren tzen ,  needed  a  body

cas t .  I  wen t  w i th  Dr .  Ca thca r t  ou t  t o  t he  Lo ren tzen  home,  and  i n  the  home

pu t  t h i s  body  cas t  on  t he  f a the r .  Then  I  d i d  a  l o t  o f  wo rk  w i t h  h jm .  I n

f ,ac t ,  a l l  t he  X - ray  work  I  had  done  in  E l  Paso  was  done  by  tha t  f i rm- -

Ca tcha r t ,  and  then  Ca thca r t  and  Mason .  I  knew h im ve ry  we11 ,  was  w i th  h ' im

when he passed away.  In  those days,  X-ray exposure was someth ing to  be
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avo ided,  as  i t  i s  now.  They  used rubber  g loves  w i th  lead,  and they  were

te r r i f i ca l l y  heavy .  They  had ' lead  aprons  on  and  a l l  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing .

They  go t  a  l j t t le  care less ,  par t i cu la r ly  Dr .  Mason.  They  6" r i l  do ing  a

f luoroscope,  and i t  was  pre t ty  awkward  w i th  those heavy  g loves ,  so  they

threw them on the  s ide ,  wh ich  was bad.  Now I  don ' t  know /T f l  Dr .  Cath-

car t . . .as  I  say ,  he  came here  w i th  TB and he  d ied  ou t  there  in  h is  home

on Hardaway of  aplast ' ic  anemia. I  don' t  know /TfJ tne exposure to X-ray

had any th ing  to  do  w i th  i t ,  bu t  he  had pu lmonary  TB,  and he  had i t  in  the

k idney .  Yet  he  looked pre t ty  we l l ,  and he  worked hard .  He had one daugh-

N:

D .

te r ,  F lo rence,  who is  l4 rs .  Me lby  now.  I

Dr .  Har ry  Newman.  But  I  d id  do  a  lo t  o f

ca r t .

D id  you know Dr .  Hugh t^ lh j te?

I  cer ta in ly  d ' id .  Dr .  Whr ' te  was another

was qu' i te an outdoor man; he spent much

wish  I  cou ld  te11 you more  about

work  w i th  h im and  w i th  Dr .  Ca th -

one that  came

t ime  camp ing .

Wyndham t , r jh i te ,  the at torney,  would go to  Tularosa,  to

rese rva t i on ,  and  camp ou t .

here wi  th  TB.  He

l [ .  un{  h js  son,

Ruidoso,  the Ind ian

Dr .  Hugh  Wh i te  s ta r ted  the  Pas teu r  t rea tmen t  he re ,  and  he  made  h i s

own  Pas teu r  t rea tmen t .  You  have  to  i n jec t  a  rabb i t  and  then  i n  2 l  days ,

I  t h ink ,  remove  the  rabb ' i t ' s  co rd  because  tha t ' s  t he  pa r t  t ha t  was

a f f ec ted ;  and  make  an  emu ls i on  o f  i t  and  t ' i t r a t e ' i t  j n t o  t he  p rope r

dosage  and  i n jec t ' i n  i n to  these  peop ' l e  who  had  been  b i t t en  by  rab id  dogs .

He  had  the  Pas teu r  I ns t i t u te  he re  fo r  a ' l ong  t ' ime .  I f  you  wan t  t o  know

more  abou t  h jm ,  ca l l  h i s  son ,  Wyndham l , . Jh i t e .

I  unde rs tand  t ha t  D r .  Wh i t e  was  a l so ' i nvo l ved  j n  do ing  some  sma l l pox  wo rk

he re  i n  E l  Paso .
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R : /You probab ' l y  mean Dr .  t ^ l i l l  i s  Wai te_J  He had a  labora tory .  Inc identa l l y ,

Dr .  Wai te  was the  c i ty  bac ter io log is t  in  Syracuse,  be fore  he  came down

here ,  jn  the  Syracuse hea l th  depar tment .  But  he  had a  labora tory ;  i ' f  he

d id  any  work  w i th  sma l lpox ,  I  don ' t  know any th inq  abou t  i t .  He  was  here

when I  came back  t ron  /nyJ  in te rnsh ip  and s ta r ted  prac t ic ing .  In  fac t ,  I

ta l ked  to  h im abou t  s ta r t ing .  I  had  in tended  go ing  up ' in to  New Mex ico - -

Las  Cruces- -and  somet imes  I  s t i l l  w ish  I  had ,  because  I ' ve  a lways  l i ked

Las Cruces .  I  go t  a  New Mex ico  l i cense and never  used i t ,  because when I

took  my w i fe  up  to  look  around up  there ,  she  sa ' id ,  we 'd  be t te r  go  back  to

E l  Paso.  l ^Ja i te  was here  and he  had the  labora tory - - tha t ' s  a l l  I  know about

h im.  I f  he  d id  any  work  w i th  sma l ' l pox ,  I  don ' t  know what  i t  was .

What  was h is  ro le  in  found ing  the  county  hosp i ta l?  Do you know any th ing

about  tha t?

I  know the  county  hosp i ta l  was  here  then.  He may have founded the ' labora tory

' in  the  county  hosp ' i ta1  .  The f  i r s t  county  hosp i ta l  was  ' tha t  two-s to ry  house

out  there  L ieay_/  o ld  For t  B l j ss ,  and Char l ie  Gau l  was  the  super in tendent .

He was a lso  a  pa t ien t  o f  m ' ine  la te r .  Then they  bu i l t  the  one down the

va11ey ,  wh jch  was  obso le te  a lmos t  f rom the  beg inn ing ,  bu t  i t  had  to  do .  I

d id  a  lo t  o f  hear t  work  w i th  Dr .  ldor ley  down there ;  we had tha t  depar tment .

Now,  Dr .  Wai te  may have founded the  labora tory  there .  He may have had

someth ing  to  do  w i th  thone tha t  p receded the  present  Thomason Genera l .

I f  he  d ' id ,  j t  was  be fore  I  go t  here .  He was the  pa tho ' log is t  a t  the  lab

down there then.

When were some of  the other

remember,  for  example,  the

Ho te l  D ieu  was  f i r s t  bu i l t

hosp i ta l s  he re  i n  E l  Paso  founded?  Do  you

Ho te l  D ieu?

N :

about  
. |893 

or The  o ld  bu i l d i ng - - ' i t  was  abou t
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ha l f  o f  tha t .  Then they  expanded and occup ied  the  who le  ha l f  b lock .  I

th jnk  17 t  wa2/  1894.  Now,  the  Prov jdence Hosp i ta l  be longed to  Dr .  and

Mrs .  M.  P .  Schus ter ,  the  fa ther  and mother  o f  Dr .  F rank  Schuster  and Dr .

S teve Schuster ,  who passed away.  The j r  fa ther  and mother  had thc ,o ld

Prov idence  Hosp i ta l  ,  wh ich  was  on  San ta  Fe  and  Upson ,  I  guess ' i t  was .  The

present Prov' idence Hospi ta ' l  is  the outgrowth of  that .  The Sun Towers is

recent ;  i t  was  bu i l t  to  take  care  o f  over f low f rom Prov idence,  /par t j cu la r ly ]

peop le  who  d idnr t  rea l l y  need  hosp i ta l i za t jon ,  i us t  needed  some care  a f te r

an  opera t ion  or  someth ing  
' l i ke  

tha t .  Bu t  j t  fa i led  as  tha t ,  so  they

expanded j t  i n to  a  genera l  hosp i ta l .

Now,  there  was a  hosp i ta l  on  P iedras  where  Sears  i s ,  ca l led  the

Rols ton  Hosp i ta l .  That  was  there  when I  go t  back .  I t  was  way ou t  in  the

s t i cks ,  even  then .  I t  was  bu i l t  by  a  nurse- - I  can ' t  th ink  o f  he r  name.

I t  was  a  n jce  l i t t l e  hosp j ta l .  She  d ied  and  the  Masons  took  i t  over ;  the

Masonic order operated i t  for  a year or two or three. But they found i t

was  too  much fo r  them.  And the  Southwestern  Genera l  Hosp j ta1  was or ig ina l l y

a  tubercu la r  hosp j ta l .  The tubercu la rs  qu ' i t  coming here  because they  found

they  cou ld  be  t rea ted  a t  home ius t  as  we l l  as  anyp lace ,  so  the  TB sans*

were empty.  They then turned the Southwestern General  jnto a medical

hosp j ta l ,  and the  Mason ics  tu rned over  a l l  ther  records  to  the  Southwestern .

So the  Hote l  D ' ieu ,  the  o ld  Prov idence,  and the  Ro ls ton  were  here  then.

The Newark  was here ,  bu t  tha t  was  a  matern i ty  hosp i ta l ,  ius t  a  smal l  Fn i l .

And the  Southwestern  was,  as  I  say ,  a  TB san.  And now the  o ld  Hote l  D ieu

is  gone and they 've  the  new s t ruc t re  and a  new add i t ion  now.

*sanator i  um
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l\l .

R:

Your  son- in - law to ld  me tha t  dur inq  the  
. |920s  you were  jnvo lved jn  some

sor t  o f  a  san i ta r ium.  He  sa id  up  on  the  mounta in ,  and  he  d idn ' t  know too

much about  i t .  What  was the  s to ry  beh ind  tha t?

Wel l ,  the re 's  an  o ld  t i n  m ine  up  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  Mount  F rank l in .

There 's  no th ing  there  now;  I  th ink  maybe  some o f  the  wa l l s  a re  s t i l l  t he re .

But back /d'uring-1 1920, in those years, the mortal ity Llatg/ among the

Mex ican bab ies  was h igh .  There  was a  baby  san jn  C loudcro f t ,  opera ted  by

Dr .  Branch Cra ig ,  Sr .  The peop le  tha t  had money took  the i r  bab jes  up

there  i f  they  go t  these  in tes t ina l  d j seases ,  /6uch  aV en te r i t i s .  So

sornebody go t  the ' idea  tha t  i f  they  cou ld  money enough to  rehab j l i ta te  the

bu i ld ings  o f  the  o ld  t i n  m ine ,  they  cou ld  take  the  Mex ican  bab ' ies  up  there

for  f ree  and t rea t  them.  They  f ina l l y  d ' id - - they  pu t  a  roo f  over  the  bu i ld -

ings ,  go t  some nurses  to  s tay  up  there ,  and Dr .  Varner  and I  took  care  o f

t f rem.  As  I  reca l l ,  w€ d id  no t  have a  death .

I t  was  n ice  and coo l  up  there ,  even /dur ing/ the hot days /ofJ summer.

I t  was  about  ha l fway  up  the  s1ope,  about  20  m' i ' l es  up  there .  I t  was  a

te r r jb le  t ime to  ge t  there- - there  were  no  paved roads ,  o f  course .  The

road ius t  wound around and f ina l l y  ended up  a t  the  o ld  t in  mine .  1Tt  wa!

rough  and  rocky ;  we  went  up  in  our  t i n  l i zz ies .  We went  every  day- - l ' d

go  one day  and Dr .  Varner  the  nex t .  I  th ink  on  Saturday  bo th  o f  us  went .

The on ly  mi lk  the  bab ies  qo t  down here  in  South  E l  Paso- - they  had no

re f r ige ra t jon  and  i t  wou ld  spo j l ,  and  they  d idn ' t  have  the  p roper  food .

Wel l ,  i t  was  hard  to  ge t  m i l k  up  there ,  so  we  used  powedered  mi l k .  There

was a  young k jd  who car r ied  supp l ies  up  there .  I  don ' t  remember  about

the  water ,  whether  j t  had  to  be  taken up  there .  I  th ink  there  was a  we l l

s t i l l  opera t ing  there .  You know,  there  are  qu i te  a  few spr ings  in  the
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t\l .

R:

npunta jns .  I  th ink  the re  was  a  we l l  the re - - I 'm  no t  su re .  Our  du ty  was

to  take  care  o f  the  bab ' ies ,  and we d id .

How long  d id  tha t  ins t i tu t ion  las t?

We11,  i t  wasn ' t  the re  the  second  year .  I  quess  maybe  they  d idn ' t  have

enough money or  someth ' ing .  I  used to  te l l  doc tors  about  tha t ,  tuna they 'd

say_ / ,  "0h ,  you  don ' t  know what  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t . "  Then  Ann  Car ro l l

took j t  up in her column in the /EeEld-P$E/.  She took i t  up about a

year  ago and had two or  th ree  ar t j c les  about  i t .  Then in  the  "F i f t y  Years

Ago"  /co lumt  ' in  the  paper  there  was a  I  i t t le  a r t j c le .  I  was  t ry ' ing  to

research  i t  by  read ing  the  mic ro f i ln rs .  I  cou ldn ' t  remember  the  year ,

bu t  on  a  f i f t y  year  o ' ld  da te  there  was a  l i t t le  a r t i c le  jn  there  about  the

peop le  ga ther ing  money to  opera ted  tha t  th ing ,  and i t  was  June 
. l920 .  

We

car r ied  j t  up  in to  the  fa l1 ,  / th rouq l iT  June ,  Ju ly ,  Augus t ,  Sep tember .  I

th ink  the  wa l l s  o f  tha t  o ld  t i n  m ine  a re  s t i l l  t he re .  0 f  course ,  they

abandoned the  bu i ' l d ings .

I t  was  a l l  done  th rough  jus t  con t r ibu t ions?

Yes ,  dona t ions  to  pu t  the  roo f  on  so ' i t  wou ldn ' t  ra in  /on  ug7 .  Bu t  rea11y ,

j t  was  rea l  p leasant  up  there .  There 's  some shrubbery  jn  the  mounta ins

up  there - -sc rub  oak ,  and  th jnqs  o f  tha t  so r t .  Bu t  tha t ' s  wha t  he  was

ta lk jng  abou t ,  the  t i n  m ine  baby  san .

How do you remember  the  Proh ib i t ion  per iod  here  in  E l  Paso?

l , . le11 ,  I ' l l  te11  you about  my own prac t ice  annng rum runners .  There  was a

f i rm o f  lawyers  here  in  E l  Paso tha t  had been in  schoo l  w i th  me tha t  were

f r iends  o f  mine .  One o f  them ca l led  me one Sunday morn ing- - I  quess  i t  was

3 :00- - /and /  h .  sa id ,  "A  c l ien t  o f  ou rs  who  i s  a  rum runner  was  s tabbed  th is

morn ing .  One gang t r jed  to  beat  down the  o ther  qanq and take  the i r  s tu f f
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away f rom them."  He sa id ,  " td i l l  you  go  down and sew h im up?"  I  sa ' id ,  "Gosh,

I  don ' t  know.  How w i l l  I  qe t  the re?"  He  sa jd ,  "You  take  your  ca r  and  you

go down Santa  Fe St ree t ,  and jus t  beyond the  cana l  there ' l l  be  a  car  there . "

A l l  th i s  mys te r ious  s tu f f .  "A  fe l low w i l l  se t  ou t  o f  the  ca r  and  he ' l l

s i t  in  your  car  and watch  i t .  Th is  o ther  fe l low w i l l  take  you down where

the  rum runner  F t  .  "  So  I  sa id ,  "A l  I  r i gh t ,  I ' l  I  go .  "

Sure  enough,  the  car  was there .  He wound around,  I 'm sure  unnecessar i l y ;

and to  th is  day  I  don ' t  know where  tha t  house was.  I  know i t  was  o f f  down

towards  ther i ve r  somewhere .  We l l ,  th i s  fe l l ow had  a  few lacera t ions .  I

pu t  h im on the  k i tchen tab le  and su tured  h im up.  A f te r  I  go t  th roughn the

ch ie f  o f  the  gang brought  ou t  two bo t t les  o f  tequ i la  and gave them to  me.

I  was  hes i tan t  about ' i t  because these proh ib i t ' i on  agents  were  prowl ing

around  down there  a l l  the  t j rne .  I  though t ,  "Gosh ,  j f  I  take  those  th ings

and  ge t  caugh t ,  I 'm  ou t  o f  l uck .  /eu t  ' i f  I  don ' t  take  them I 'm go ing  to

o f fend these peop ' |e .  "  So  I  took  them,  pu t  them ' in  the  t runk ,  and no th ing

happened. I  went back to the car,  got  my caro and went home. That

happened,  I ' l l  be t  you ,  f i f t een  o r  e igh teen  t imes .  Th is  ch ie f ,  he 'd  ask

me how much .  I ' d  say ,  "0h ,  f i f t een  do l la rs . "  And  he 'd  pu1 ' l  ou t  a  ro l l  o f

b i l l s  b ig  enough  to  choke  an  ox ,  and  pay  me.  I  won ' t  te l l  you  what  e lse

he o f fe red  me,  because you can guess .  (Novak  lauqhs)  la lh jch  I  p rompt ' l y

refused I

F ina l l y ,  gosh ,  I  go t  one  fe l low down there ,  he  was  hor r ib l y  cu t  up .

H j jackers  were  the  ones- - the  r i va l  gangs  wou ld  h i jack  /The s tu f f / ,  and

then  they 'd  ge t  in  a  f i qh t  and  ge t  cu t  up .  Th is  fe l l ow was  hor r jb l y  cu t .

I t  took me two hours to suture that  guy. And I  never saw any more of  them--

they  a l l  go t  we l l i  I  go t  these two bo t t les  o f  tequ i la  every  t ime,  and I
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neve r  d rank  t he  s tu f f ;  and ' i t  accunu la ted  t he re .  I  neve r  me t  a  p roh ib i t i on

agen t .  Then  I  go t  t h j s  f e l l ow  sewed  up ,  and  he  says ,  "How much?"  I  sa id ,

"Tha t  was  a  b i g  i ob - -$25 . "  " 0kay . "  He  pu l l ed  ou t  t h i s  money ,  gave  me  the

two  bo t t l es .  F ina l l y  one  morn inq - - th j s  l awyer  wou ld  a lways  ca l l  me  /6e -

cause /  t hey ' d  ca l l  h jm- -he  ca l l ed  me  one  morn ing  and  he  sa ' i d ,  "Fe rnando

(who  was  the  head  o f  t he  gang)  i s  i n  j a i l  ,  and  he ' s  been  sho t .  l n l ou ld  you

go  down  and  l ook  a t  h im?"  I  d id - -he  was  down  ' i n  t he  coun ty  i a j l .  He  had

been  sho t  t h rough  the  shou lde r ,  and  j t  was  a  ho r r j b le  p ress - -LTney 'Q

seve red  the  ne rves  and  the  a r te r i es ;  t he  a rm was  b lue .  I  wen t  ou t  and  to ld

the  j a ' i l e r ,  "Gosh ,  t ha t  man 'S  ' i n  se r i ous  cond i t i on .  I  don ' t  ca re  wha ' t  he

d id ,  whe the r  he  murde red  so l rebody ,  he ' s  a  human  be ' i ng  and  he ' s  en i i t l ed

to  some t rea tmen t .  Now,  you  ca l l  t he  she r i f f  and  l e t  me  ta l k  t o  h im . "

Wh jch  he  d  j d ,  and  t hey  ca l l ed  t he  Un j t ed  S ta tes  Marsha l  l .  F ' i na l ] y  t hey

sen t  h im  to  the  coun ty  hosp ' i i a l  and  he  d ied .  Tha t  was  the  end  o f  my  rum

runn ' i ng  p rac t i ce .

Bu t ' i t  was  p reva len t .  As  I  t o l d  you  be fo re ,  t h i s  C6 rdova  I s l and  was

le f t  down  the re .  A l l  t he  Mex icans  had  to  do  was  c ross  the  r i ve r  and  they

were  s t i l l  i n  t he ' i r  own  te r r j t o ry .  They 'd  come up  and  the re  was  no 'Lh ing

to  s top  them excep t  p roh ib i t i on  agen tso  and  they  cou ld  i us t  wa lk  ac ross

f rom the  Cdrdova  I s land  on to  Un i ted  S ta tes  te r r j t o ry .  The re  were  a  l o t

o f  ba t t l es  down  the re ,  pa r t ' i cu1a r1y  a t  t he  foo t  o f  Euca lyp tus  S t ree t .

14hy  they  p i cked  tha t  ou t ,  I  don ' t  know.  Tha t  wen t  on  du r inq  the  en t j re

Proh ' i b i t ' i on  e ra .  Bu t  t he re  was  no  t roub le - - i f  you  wan ted  l  i quo r ,  t he re  was

no  t r oub le  ge t t i nq  i t .  Peop le  e i t he r  made  ' i t  t hemse l ves - -ba ih tub  q i n  o r

they rnade home brew--or  they iust  had a rum runner .  /They ' { /  saV,  " I  want

f ou r  bo t t l es  o f  some th jng , "  and  t hey ' d  de l i ve r  j t  t o  h i s  house .
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R :

Jus t  p l ace  an  o rde r  and  have  i t  de l i ve red . .

0h ,  su re .  The re  was  no  t roub le  abou t  i t .  The  p roh ib j t i on  agen is ,  Ehey

knew i t  was  oo inq  on ,  Out  t f rey  cou lc in ' t  ca tch  . iher r r .  r 'he ' i r  ma jn  concen ' l ra ' l ion

was  /on7  b r i ng inq  i t  ove r .  Du r ing  tha t  e ra  I  t ook  ca re  o f  f ede ra l  p r i sone rs

in  the  coun ty  j a i l .  The  Un i ted  S ta tes  Pub l i c  Hea l th  Se rv i ce  took  ca re  o f

the,  but  the doctor  who was in  charge wanted to  go on a t r jp  to  Europe

fo r  a  l ong  t ime- -he  was  go ing  to  be  gone  a  yea r .  He  asked  me  i f  I ' d  r ; o

down  the re  and  take  ca re  o f  t hese  p r i sone rs .  So  I  saw a l l  t ypes  o f  t hem

down the re - -hopheads ,  goodness  knows .  Some o f  t he rn  wou ld  p lead  gu i l t y  and

get  a year  and a day in  Leavenworth or  / iomeplaceT.

They brought  up two men one day and I  knew the c i rcumstances of  th is

' cause  t hey  had  t he  ev jdence  down  j n  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  Marsha l l ' s  o f f i ce .

These  two  fe l l ows  b rough t  ove r  two  f i ve -ga l l on  cans  o f  pu re  a l coho l .  They

h id  them a long  the  r i ve r  bank  t i l l  /T t  wasT  a  good  t ime  to  b r i ng  i t  ove r .

Some o f  t hese  h i , j acke rs  came a long  and  subs t i t u ted  two  cans  o f  r i ve r  wa te r .

So these two guys brought  over  two cans of  r iver  water ,  and they were in-

d ' i c ted  fo r  impor t i ng  a l coho l .  They  d  j dn ' t  know f t  *u_ i  r i ve r  wa te r  because

j t  was  con f j sca ted .  I  saw them pour  the  muddy  wa te r  ou t  o f  t he  can .

(Chuck les )  I f  t hey 'd  on l y  known ,  the re  wou ld  have  been  no  case ,  because

they  d idn ' t  b r i ng  any th ing  bu t  d i r t y  wa te r .  They  go t  a  yea r  and  a  day  fo r

br ing ing muddy water  over l

0h,  there were a lo t  o f  them. There was one [urgg/  room in the o ld

federa l  bu i ld ing where Kress 's  /Ts now-/  that  was was usual ly  /Enee7 deep

in  con f j s ca ted  bo t t l es  o f  l i quo r ,  a l l  k i nds .  I  sa i d  t o  t he  Un j t ed  S ta tes

Marsha l l - -he  was  qu i te  a  booze r - - " ! ' l ou ld  you  d r i nk  any  o f  t h i s  s tu f f? "  He

sa id ,  " I  wou ld  no t l "  I ' t  was  doc to red  up  s tu f f ,  made  w i th  wood  a l coho l  o r
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Jama ica  g inge r  o r  someth ingo  and  i t  was  tox i c .  I  saw them;  they 'd  take

bo t t l es  and  smash  them on  the  s ink ,  and  the  bo t t l es  o f  l i quo r  wou ld  go  down

the  d ra i n .

0 f  cou rse ,  d  l o t  o f  peop le  ob jec ted  t o  P roh ib i t i on .  The i r  ma jn  ob -

ject ion was that  the law could not  be enforced.  / - t^ t f ra t  thef  caught  was

probably  one- f  i f t ' ie th  of  what  went  by.  Peop' le  ob jected / - to  i t  becauseT

i t  was  an  j n te r fe rence  w i th  pe rsona l  l i be r t y .  And  morph ine  p roh ib i t i on

was  an  i n te r fe rence  w i th  pe rsona l  l i be r t y ,  and  they  neve r  sa id  a  word

abou t  t ha t ' cause  they  cou ld  see  the  bad  e f fec ts .  I  r emember  one  day  down

in  tha t  j a i l  t he re  was  a  co r r i do r ,  and  then  ba rs ,  he re ,  and  then  a  co r r i do r

where  the  p r i sone rs  were .  I  j us t  no t i ced  one  day - - I  had  to  go  down  the re

two  o r  t h ree  t imes  a  week - - the re  was  a  fe l l ow  back  the re ,  and  I  cou ld  see

he  was  su f fe r j ng  f rom w j thd rawa l  symptoms .  They ' re  te r r i b le - - c ramps  and

61 t .  Abou t  t he  th i rd  o r  f ou r th  day  he  came up - - I  d idn ' t  go  i n  un less

there  was /someoneT very  s ick .  I 'd  ca l l  the  ia j le r  and / l r -e ' jL /  pu t  a l l  the

p r i sone rs  i n  L -aJ  ce l l ,  and  / h re ' d /  open  t he  one  whe re  t h ' i s  s i ck  p r i sone r

was.  There was no danger  of  be ' ing mobbed.

So  the  th i rd  o r  f ou r th  day  th i s  f e l l ow  came ou t  and  asked  me  i f  I

had  some ch lo ro l  hyd ra te  o r  someth ' i nq .  He  sa id ,  " I  t h ' i nk  I  can  wh ' i p  t h i s . "

I  had  some and  I  gave  i t  t o  h im  to  he lp  h im  ge t  ove r  t he  c ramp ing  and  to

he lp  h ' im  s leep .  I  was  susp ic ious  o f  t he  guy .  Th ree  o r  f ou r  days  l a te r ,

I  sa i d ,  "You ' r e  a  doc to r ,  a ren ' t  you? "  He  sa id ,  "No ,  I 'm  no t .  Wha t  makes

you  t h i nk  so? "  I  sa i d ,  "Don ' t  t e l l  r ne ,  I  can  t e l l  by  t he  way  you  t a l k . "

He  f i na l l y  con fessed- -he  was  a  p rominen t  su rgeon  up  j n  Iowa  somewhere .  I

sa id ,  "How d id  you  geL  m ixed  up  w i th  dope?"  He  sa id ,  " l , . I e l l ,  I  wo rked  ha rd

and  I  was  u t t e r l y  exhaus ted  a t  n i gh t ,  bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  s1eep .  I  t hough t  t ha t
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maybe  a  l i t t l e  code ine  t ab le t  wou ldn ' t  do  any  ha rm ,  and  I  s t a r t ed  t ak i ng

them.  F ina l l y  t hey  d i dn ' t  wo rk ,  and  I  go t  wo rse  and  s ta r t ed  t ak i nq

morph ine  and  go t  add i c ted  t o  i t . "  I  sa i d ,  "G i ve  me  you r  r i gh t  name- - l 'm

go ing  to  ca l  I  t he  na rco t i cs  o f f  i ce r .  "  h lh i ch  he  d ' i d - -and  he  to l  d  me  th i  s

s to ry .  He  had  d i sappeared  up  the re ,  came down  he re  because  he  cou ldn ' t

ge t  h i  s  morph i  ne  up  th ,3Fe ,  and  he  go t  caugh t  on  h i s  f  i  r s t  t r i  p  t o  Jud rez  .

So  I  ca l l ed  the  na rco t i cs  o f f j ce r  and  he  came down  and  ta l ked  to  the  quy .

They  te leg raphed  o r  ca l l ed  th i s  f e l l ow 's  home town  in  Iowa  and  imned ia te l y

te ' l eg rams  f rom the  E lks  Lodge ,  f rom the  mayor ,  f r om counc j lmen ,  one  f rom

the  gove rno r  o f  I owa  / came ' i [ .  Th i s  was  a  p rominen t  doc to r  up  the re ,  and

he  had  d i sappeared .  They  d idn ' t  know where  he  was .

0 f  cou rse ,  impor ta t i on  o f  rno rph ine ,  o f  a  na rco t i c ,  was  a  se r ious  o f fense ,

un less  they  b rough t  i t  ove r  f o r  t he j r  own  use .  t , l ha t  t hey  wou ld  do  was  go

over  to  Judrez and ,qet  maybe two or  three qra ins of  morphine,  and come

over  he re  and  se l l  ha l f  o f  j t  f o r  wha t  t hey  had  had  to  pay  fo r  t he  who le

th ing  i n  Jud rez ,  and  tha t  wou ld  be  the i r  money  fo r  t he  nex t  day .  They  had

a l l  k i nds  o f  ways  o f  ge t t i ng  i t  ove r .  Bu t  anyway ,  t he  impor ta t i on  o f

morph ine  and  possess ion  were  two  separa te  o f fenses .  Th i s  fe l l ow  wen t  be -

fo re  the  Un i ted  S ta ted  fede ra l  j udge ,  and  he  pa ro led  tha t  man  to  the  E lks .

I t ' s  t he  on l y  t ime  I  eve r  saw  o r  hea rd  o f  such  a  t h i ng .  They  a l l  go t  a t

l eas t  a  yea r  and  a  day .  Then  the  doc to r  wen t  back  to  l owa ,  and  I  don ' t

know what  hap,rened to h im.  Maybe he stayed cured,  but  very few of  them

d id .

Bu t  t hey  /wou ' l d  su f fe f l .  And  the  p r i son  i nspec to r  wou ld  come down

he re  and  I ' d  say ,  " Look  a t  t hese  f e l l ows .  i , l ha t ' l l  I  do  w i t h  t hem?"  "Co ld

tu rkey . "  No th ing .  He  came down  he re  once  and  they  had  a  young  lady - - i
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guess  she  was  e igh teen ,  n ine teen ,  o r  twen ty .  She  was  a  p ros t ' i t u te ,  t hey

had  p i cked  he r  up  fo r  na rco t i c  possess ion .  She  was  su f fe r i ng ,  and  tha t

p r i son  i nspec to r  was  t he re .  I  sa i d ,  " l  w i sh  you 'd  come  i n  and  l ook  a t

t h i s  g i r l . "  "Co ld  t u r key " - -and  she  d j ed .  I  f e l t  so  so r r y  abou t  t ha t

dea l  because  he r  case  was  hope ' l ess ,  t rue - -she  was  an  i ncu rab le  add ic t ,

I  know- -bu t ' i t  seemed  so  hea r t l ess  t o  l e t  he r  d i e  t he re .  We l1 ,  we  go t

he r  t o  the  coun ty  hosp i ta l  be fo re  she  d ied .  I  saw she  was  go inq  to ,  so  I

got  thern to  take her  down there.
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