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M:

Florence Cathcart  Melby
by Robert  H. Novak

March  26 ,  1974

Mrs .  Me lby ,  why  don ' t  we s ta r t  w i th  some b iograph ica l  background about

yourse' l f - -when and where you were born,  informat jon along that l jne.

I  was  born  in  Ch icago ,  I l l i no is  in  1902 .  My  paren ts  were  Dr .  John  W.  Ca th -

cart  and Ethel  Hicks Cathcart .  My fathen was taken out of  Northwestern

Medica l  Schoo l  to  serve ' in  the  med ica ' l  corps  in  the  Span ish-Amer ican War .

l^ lhen the war was over,  he returned, marr ied my mother,  and took her to

Ch icago where  he  re tu rned to  comple te  h is  educat ion .  I  was  born  the  end

of  h is  sen io r  year .  Not  long  a f te r  tha t ,  he  le f t  fo r  E l  Paso to  become

ass is tan t  to  Dr .  /_F .  tdJ  ga l lagher ,  Sr .  A t  the  same t ' ime,  he  took  h ' i s  jn te rn-

sh ip  a t  Ho te l  D ieu . I  unders tand /That7  he  was the  f i rs t  Hote l  D ieu  in te rn .

He found an  apar tment  a t  the  new Spr inger  Apar tments  on  Mesa and Bou levard ,

what ' i s  now ca l led  Yande l l ,  and  w i red  fo r  my  mother  and  me to  io in  h im.  I

was  the  grand o ld  age o f  s ix  weeks  when I  a r r i ved  in  E l  Paso.

About  f i ve  years  la te r ,  my fa ther  deve loped a  tubercu la r  sp ine ,  and

because the sisters /at  Hotel  Dieu/ were so very fond of  my father,  they

brought  h im,  my mother ,  and me to  l j ve  in  the  hosp i ta l .  We l i ved  there  about

a  year  and a  ha l f  o r  more ,  fo r  he  was so  i l l  i t  was  doubt fu l  tha t  he  cou ld

l i ve .  Even tua l l y  he  improved ,  bu t  he  rea l j zed  tha t  he  d jd  no t  have  the

s t rength  to  cont ' inue  as  a  surgeon,  fo r  he  was le f t  a  c r ipp le .  He dec ided

then tha t  he  wou ld  en ter  tha t  new f ie ld  o f  med ic ' ine ,  wh ich  was X- ray .

Mrs .  Me lby ,  why  don ' t  we  ta lk  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  your  ear l y  educa t ion - - the

schoo ls  you a t tended,  some o f  the  memor ies  you have.

M:  I  g raduated  f rom E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l  jn  . |9 .16 ,  
and then I  went  away to  co l lege

to  Ward  Be lmont  in  Nashv ' i l l e ,  Tennessee.  La ter  I  went  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f

N:
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Ar j zona ,  and  then  I  t r ave led  a  g rea t  dea l

a t  Co lumb ia  i n  New York .

I  took a few summer courses

M:

N:

N: Your parents seemed to want you to get a very complete educat ion.  Was that

typ ica l  o f  g i r l s  in  those days?

0h ,  ve ry  de f in i te l y  w i th  my  paren ts ,  yes i  oh ,  ve ry  de f in i te l y .

How about  among o ther  fami l  ies - -what  was the  cus tom regard ing  educat ion  fo r

g i r l s?

0h,  I  th ink  i t  was  jus t  s imp ly  taken fo r  g ran ted  tha t  you  wou ld  go  to  co ' l lege .

Are there any memorjes that  you have of  El  Paso, say at  the t ime you were

go i ng to h i gh schoo'l ?

The th ings  I  remember  a  g rea t  dea l  /were  thaV a  young g i r l  wou ld  a lways  have

so many teas  a t  tha t  t ime.  Now peop le  have cock ta i1  par t ies ,  bu t  a t  tha t

t ime i t  was  a l l  teas .  (Laughs)  The young peop le  had so  many,  many teas ,  and

then o f  course  there  were  the  many n igh t  par t ies .

La te r  on ,  when  we were  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o lde r  and  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l ,  when

we a l l  had second l jeu tenant  beaus ,  we wou ld  go  to  the  pos t  fo r  par t ies  and

dances and r id ing--we al l  rode. They had beaut ' i fu l  horse shows. That was

' in  the  day  o f  the  Seventh  and E igh t  Cava l ry ,  in  i t s  heyday .  The horse  shows

were  beaut i fu l  and a l1  very ,  very  n ice .  We a l1  en joyed tha t  very  much.  (Chuck les)

ldhat  were  the  cus toms in  those days  regard ing  da t ing ,  as  fa r  as  chaperones

and  boys  and  g i r l s  go ing  ou t  on  da tes?

I  wou ld  say  tha t  the  d i f fe rence js  tha t  you  s ta r ted  much la te r .  You weren ' t

a l lowed to  go  ou t  un t i l  s ix teen or  so ,  to  have da tes- - I  was  no t  a l lowed to .

Now the  ch i ld ren  s ta r t  go ing  ou t  so  ear ' l y ,  wh ich  I  th ink  i s  a  m is take .  I

shou l  dn ' t  have  sa id  t ha t l  ( Laughs )

N :  l ^ l hen  you  wou ld  go  ou t  on  a  da te ,  f o r  i ns tance  w i th  one  o f  t he  second  I  i eu tenan ts

M:

N :

M:

N :

M .
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M:

from the fort ,  d id you go by streetcar?

No, they had cars.  They were just  out  of  / f r -est  PointT and sometimes they

had to  share  cars ,  bu t  they  had cars  and we went  in  a  g roup.  We had an

awfu l l y  n ice  group o f  young peop le  a t  tha t  t ime.  Inc luded in  tha t  g roup

were  Cather ine  K i lburn  and Anna Doan- -oh ,  so  many o f  the  d i f fe ren t  E l  Paso

g i11s .  And tha t  g roup o f  l ieu tenants ,  most  o f  them became genera ls  o r  co lone ls

dur ing  the  Second Wor ld  War .  They  were  on ly  second l ieu tenants  when they

amjved in  E l  Paso,  bu t  tha t  g roup o f  men were  caught  jus t  a t  the  r igh t  t ' ime.

For  example ,  my da te  was L jeu tenant  Leander  Doan,  and he  became Pat ton 's  a jde

and became a four star genera' l  .

Wou ld  you be  ab le  to  ie l l  me any th ing  about  the  re la t ionsh ip  among the  var ious

e thn ic  g roups  in  E1  Paso  a t  tha t  t ime ,  par t i cu la r l y  the  Mex icans?

Yes .  I  th ink  I  cou ld  te l l  you  a  l i t t l e  b i t  because  i t ' s  someth ing  I ' ve  been

very  in te res ted  in  and tha t  I ' ve  worked very  hard  fo r ,  and someth ing  I  be-

l ieve  jn  so  very  much.  I  am a  pas t  d i rec to r  o f  the  Pan Amer ican Round Tab1e,

and we have worked very hard and I  th ink we have shown better resul ts than

most  p laces .  In  fac t ,  I  know tha t  the  Sta te  Depar tment  fee ls  tha t  E l  Paso

has the  bes t  re la t ions  o f  any  o f  the  c i t ies  a long the  border .  I  th ink  the

Pan Amer ican Round Tab le  has  had a  very  de f in i te  par t  in  mak ' ing  tha t  poss ib le

because the  Pan Amer ican Round Tab le  j s  a  soc ia l  g roup o f  bo th  a rmies ,  bo th

consu la tes ,  and the  prom' inent  fami l ies  in  Judrez  and in  E l  Paso.  I t  has  a

func t ion  tha t  i s . . . you  don ' t  see  the  resu l  t s ,  bu t  the  resu l  t s  a re  the re .  l , ' Jhen

I  say  you don ' t  see  i t ,  LT  meaV i t  i s  a  fo rm o f  d ip lomacy tha t  i s  the  Good

Neighbor  Po l icy ,  the  on ly  po f icy  tha t  works .  I t  works  very  n ice ly  most  o f

the  t ime.  Somet imes I  resent  tha t  the  Ch ' i canos  don ' t  apprec ia te  tha t  much.

I  fee l  tha t  jn  so  many ways  they  are  r igh t ,  bu t  I  th ink  somet imes they  overdo

N:

M:
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the i r  ang le  /Tn  the  sense tha t  they  are  too  mi f  i tan t ] .  Shou ld  I  have an

op in ion  o r  no t?  (Laughs)

N:  Mrs .  Me lby ,  why  don ' t  you  te l l  me a  l i t t le  about  how the  Pan Amer jcan Round

Table was formed?

Mrs .  Schus ter  s ta r ted  i t ,  and  I  th ink  i t  was  s ta r ted  about  32  or  33  years

ago.  I t  has  grown to  be  a  most ,  I  fee l ,  impor tan t  g roup fo r  i t s  in f luence

on bo th  s ides  o f  the  r i ver .  I t  has  made much smoother  re la t ' ions  w i th  many,

many peop le .  I  th ink  i t  i s  one o f  the  very  f ine  groups  tha t  he lps  to  make

bet te r  re la t ions  and he lps  the  Good Ne ighbor  Po l icy .

Is  i s  jus t  an  in fo rmal  o rgan iza t ion ,  o r  does  i t  have o f f i cers  and a  cons t i tu -

t ' ion?

Yes,  i t  has  a  d i rec to r  and i t  has  o f f j cers .  Some years  they  do  s tudy ing  o f

d i f fe ren t  La t in  Amer jcan count r ies .  They  en ter ta jn  p rominent  d ign i ta r ies  who

come f rom both  count r ies  o r  the  La t in  Amer ican count r ies .  You see,  there

are 22 or 23 Lat jn American countr ies and every one of  these countr ies belongs

to  the  Pan  Amer ican  Un ion .  I t  i s  an  in te rna t iona l  o rgan iza t jon - - tha t ' i s  j us t

one smal l  par t  o f  i t .  In  Texas ,  there  are  tab les  in  Da l las ,  For t  t r lo r th ,

Hous ton ,  and  I  be l ieve  there 's  one  now in  Brownsv i l l e  in  the  lower  va11ey .

in  New Mex ico  there 's  one jn  A lbuquerque,  lone  in  Las  Cruces ,  one in  Deming,

one in  A lanogord l l ,  and  I  th ink  there 's  a  new chapter  jn  Santa  Fe.  Rather

an  in te res t ing  th ing :  one  o f  the  b ig  meet ings - - I  don ' t  know i f  they ' re

ca l led  convent ions  or  conferences- -o f  a l l  the  count r ies  w i l l  meet  th is  year

in  A lbuquerque.  They  are  prepar ing  fo r  many,  many v ' i s i to rs  f rom these many

count r ies - -Cent ra l  Amer ica ,  M6x ' i co ,  South  Amer ica ,  and Canada.

I^ lho  were  some o f  the  o ther  peop le  who were  invo lved ' in  found" ing  the  E1 Paso

cha p ter?

N :

M:

N:
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M: Mrs .  M.  P .  Schus ter  was  the  founder .  /T f ra t  was  jn  1921J  Some o f  the  f i rs t

members  w i th  her  in  found ing  th is  were  Mrs .  A .  P .  Co les ,  Mrs .  R.  W.  McAfee,

Mrs .  C.  C.  Chase,  Mrs .  l , r l .  R .  Brown,  Mrs .  K .  D.  Lynch,  Mrs .  W.  L .  Brown,  Mrs .

R.  L .  Ha l l  iday ,  Mrs .  Maun ' i ce  Schwar tz ,  Dr .  Luc inda Templ ' in ,  Mrs .  Joseph ine

Clardy  Fox ,  Mrs .  Rober t  01 iver ,  and thene were  a  few more- - i  do  no t  know a l l

o f  the i r  names .  I  don ' t  have  the  l i s t  o f  the  o r ig ' i na l  l i t t l e  t i ny  g roup ,

bu t  /Those I ' ve  named/  were  the  ear ly  members  in  the  beg inn ' ing  o f  the  organ i -

za t ion .

Was E l  Paso 's  chapter  one o f  the  f i rs t  chapters  founded?

I  be l  ieve  there  was a  smal l  one s ta r ted  /shor t l y  be foreT in  San Anton ' io .

The group in  E l  Paso is  the  la rges t  one in  Texas ,  and i t  has  been the  most

ac t ive  o f  a l l  because we l ' i ve  on  the  border .  Then we 've  had the  armies ,

bo th  consu la tes .  And there 's  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  soc ia l  ac t i v i t y  among the  two

groups  f rom the  two c i t ies .

Could you te11 me, then, about some of the exper iences your father had dur ing

the  l lex ican  Revo l  u t ion?

One o f  the  in te res t ' ing  th ings  he  d jd  occur red  dur ing  the  l4ex ican Revo lu t ion

of  
. |9 . |0 .  

The revo lu t ionary  a rmy d id  no t  have a  med ica l  corps  and Pancho

Vi l la  made a  cont rac t  w i th  a  g roup o f  E l  Paso doc tors - - ' inc lud ing  my fa ther ,

Dr .  McCammet t ,  and o thers - - to  take  care  o f  the  wounded.  When the  so ld ie rs

were  camped on  the  Mex ican  s ide  o f  the  R io  Grande- - I  th ink  tha t  was  in  l9 l l - -

they  car r ied  the  wounded across  the  r j ver  to  the  Smel te r  hosp i ta l  and took

care of  them. My father had the f i rst  portable X-ray machine that was in

th is  par t  o f  the  coun t ry ,  and  they  took  i t  to  th i s  hosp i ta l .  He  d id  the

X- ray  work  fo r  the  wounded.  I t  was  very  in te res t ing- -we wou ld  d r ive  ou t  to

see them on Sundays  where  the  so ld ie rs  wou ld  be  camped a ' long  the  o ther  s ide

N:

M:

ht .

M:
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o f  the  r i ve r .  Then  he 'd  go  jnand  see  h is  pa t ien ts ,  see  how every th ing  was .

Another  l i t t le  inc ident  tha t  was  ra ther  in te res t ' ing  was when I  went

to  the  Sunset  Schoo l  a t  th is  t ime.  I  was  in  the  th j rd  o r  four th  g rade.  A

bu l le t  h i t  one  o f  the  w indows in  the  schoo l ,  and  o f  course  j t  caused  g rea t

exc i tement .  Everybody was exc i ted ,  and the  ch i ld ren  were  s jmp ly  de l igh ted

and runn jng  to  a1 ' l  the  w indows to  see every th ing ,  hop ing  to  see someth ing .

0 f  course ,  there  ne \ le r  was  another  bu l le t .  That ' s  my impress ion  o f  the

Revo lu t ion - - runn ing  to  the  w indows,  hop ing  a  bu l le t  wou ld  come.  (Laughs)
I

Then dur ing  the  b ig  ba t t le  o f  Judrez  when the  revo lu t ionary  a rmy and

Vi l la  took  Judrez- - I  be l  ieve  the  da te  was /1 -91 f l - - j t  was  approx imate ly  a t

th is  t ime,  because I  wasn ' t  very  o ld  a t  tha t  t ime.  My fa ther  was wa i t ' i ng

fo r  the  ba t t le  to  be  over  to  take  the  X- ray  mach ine ,  the  por tab le  X- ray

mach jne ,  w i th  h im to  go  and take  care  o f  the  wounded.  He tu rned to  me and

sa id ,  "You  know,  I  th ink  I 'm  go ing  to  take  you  a long  because  I  wan t  you  to

see what  a  te r r ib le  th ' ing  war  i s . "  0 f  course ,  I  wanted  to  go .  A t  tha t  t ime

in  E l  Paso there  was jus t  no th ' ing  bu t  ta lk  o f  the  war ,  and na tura l  lV  Eo i l

a  young  ch j ld ,  why ,  tha t  was  an  in te res t ing  th ing .  So  he  d id - -he  took  me

wi th  h im.  He wa i ted  un t i l  he  thought  every th ing  was over .  l l l e11 ,  the

bat t le  was over ,  bu t  there  was s t i l l  sn ip ing  when we got  there .  There  was

not  much,  bu t  there  was a  l j t t le  b i t ,  and I  thought  tha t  was  very  exc i t ing .

The peop ' le  were  ly ' ing  a l l  a round on  the  s t ree ts  in  Judrez .

We went  to  a  square- - I  don ' t  know wh ich  square  tha t  was  because I  guess

I  was  too  young or  too  exc i ted  to  know.  There  were  fa i r l y  ta l l  bu i ' ld ings

around- -no t  LToQ ta l l ,  bu t  two-s to ry  bu i ld ings ,  where  they  were  shoot ing

f rom the  w indows a  l i t t le  b ' i t .  They  se t  up  the  X- ray  mach ine  and they  were

tak ing  p ic tu res  r igh t  ou t  there ,  and then they  came wi th  s t re tchers  to  take
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l\l .
l r  .

M:

the  wounded.  One th ing  tha t  I  remember  so  d is t inc t l y  was  tha t  I  looked over

on to  the  g round  and  I  saw an  a rm tha t  had  been  b lown o f f ,  and ' i t ' s  j us t  made

an impress ion  upon  me a l l  my  1 i fe .  I  j us t  th ink  war  i s  a  te r r ib le  th ing  in

every way. But that  is  my memory of  the war.
-

..\\

l<t
f  the crowd--was there a

Mrs .  Me lby ,  do

Yes ,  I  do ,  bec i

ou t  o f  schoo l  i

rernember we stc

to watch the p i

Ta f t  was  a  b ig

to  see  a  P res i c

Do you happen t

huge  c rowd?

he re  i n  E l  Paso  i n  
. | 909?

We were al lowed to stay

rnd  fa the r  t ook  me .  I

l l .  I t  was  ve ry  i n t e res t i ng

I  t he  men  ' i n  t he  ca r r i ages .

r xc i t i ng  f o r  a  I i t t l e  g i r l

l r  .

M:

N:

M:

0h ,  yes ,  t he re  was  a  ve ry  l a rge  c rowd .  0 f  cou rse ,  E l  Paso  wasn ' t  as  l a rge

them as  i t  i s  now,  bu t  I  t h jnk  many  peop le  had  come f rom Jud rez ,  and  the

schoo l  ch ' i l d ren  were  ou t - - I  t h ink  eve ryone  was  the re l  (Laughs )

Do you remember the Terrazas fami ly  coming out  o f  M6xico and coming to  l ' ive

i n  E l  Paso?

Yes ,  I  do  remember  one ,  a  ve ry  n i ce  f r i end  o f  m ine .  H js  mo the r  was  the

s ' i s te r  o f  Lu i s  Te r razas ,  and  h j s  name was  Car los  C isn jegos .  l , r l e  were  f resh -

men  i n  E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo ' | .  Because  I  cou ld  speak  a  l i t t l e  b j t  o f  Span i sh - -

o f  cou rse ,  he  cou ld  speak  Eng l i sh ,  a l so ,  and  I  t h j nk  F rench - -he  was  a  l i t t l e

b i t  l one l y  and  we  became ve ry  n i ce  f r i ends  and  the  f r i endsh ip  con t ' i nued  fo r

many,  many years.  t^ then they came to El  Paso,  they f  ived in  the A.  B.  Fal l

house  on  A r i zona  S t ree t ,  and  I  d id  no t  l i ve  too  fa r  / zuay / .  I  l i ved  on  the

o the r  s ' i de  o f  t he  h i l l  on  Nevada  S t ree t .  He  wou ld  wa lk  home w i th  me  somet imes .
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N :

M:

hle were just  very nice,  very good fr iends. Many years later he marr ied one

of  the  daughters  o f  the  very  p rominent -  Muf ioz  fami ly  in  Ch ihuahua.  They

l ived in Chihuahua El t  tne Terrazas fami ly home, lwhicf i  was r ight  across

the  s t ree t  f rom the  o ld  V ic to r ia  Hote l .

Mrs .  Me lby ,  cou ld  you  te l l  me a  l i t t l e  more  abou t  your  fa ther ' s  work ,  abou t

hi  s career?

Yes.  He had a  most  in te res t ing  and va luab le  career ,  i t  seems to  me,  in  many

ways.  One o f  the  th ings  tha t  I  th ink  i s  very  ' in te res t ing  tha t  he  d id - -he  was

most  in te res ted  in  the  X- ray  tubes .  And the  V ic to r  E lec t r i c  Company,  wh ich

' i s  a  subs id ia ry  o f  Genera l  E lec t r i c ,  sen t  a  Mr .  Har t  here  many t imes w i th

the tubes. He and my father became close fr iends. The year must have been

around 1928 /To /  
. l930  

when the  V ic to r  E lec t r j c  Company was br ing ing  ou t  a  new,

re f jned type  o f  X- ray  tube.  X- ray  tubes  are  very  de l i ca te  and d i f f j cu l t

th ings to produce. They had on the drawing table a new tube that they were

going to manufacture.  They sent th is sketch and al l  /_The informat iorr /  about

the tube to my father and asked him what he thought.  My father wrote back

and  he  sa ' id ,  " I 'm  sor ry ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th jnk  tha t  tube  w i l l  work ,  I  don ' t

th ink  i t  w i l l  be  sa t is fac to ry . "  They  sent  Mr .  Har t  back  two or  th ree  t imes

to  ta lk  w i th  h im,  bu t  V ic to r  E lec t r i c  dec ided to  go  ahead and manufac ture

the  tube,  wh jch  they  d id .  And the  tube d id  no t  work l  So they  were  very ,

very  upsetn  because ' i t  cos t  over  a  mi l l  ion  do l la rs  to  manufac ture  th ' i s  tube.

So,  they  dec ided to  send the i r  f ine  eng ineer ,  the  famous Ste inmetz ,  down

to ta lk to my father.  Al l  the plans were made for h ' im to come, and then he

became very  i11 .  He was a  c r ipp led  man and he  was no t  a  we l l  man a t  a l l ,  so

they  had  to  send  h ' i s  ass is tan t .  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  the  ass is tan t ' s  name,  bu t  he

was the  gues t ' in  our  home.  That  was when we l i ved  on  Hardaway St ree t .  I
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remember  the  d iscuss ions ,  hours  upon hours  in  the  even ing  about  th is  tube

and why j t  d idnr t  work .  My fa ther  had f jgured  ou t  tha t  the  reason i t  d idn ' t

work  /was  tha tT  the  a l t i tude  was one e lement  tha t  kep t  i t  f rom work ing .  I t

worked beaut i fu l l y  on  paper - - the  mathemat ica l  par t  tha t  I  don ' t  unders tand

worked comple te ly  on  paper ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  work  in  rea l i t y .  So  they  cor rec ted

some th ings  i  n  tha t - - th ' i s  mathemat ica l  par t  o f  the  ca lcu la t ' ions- -and went

ahead and manufac tured  another  tube,  and tha t  was  f ine .  They  were  very

grateful  to my father.

I  was  very ,  very  in te res ted  in  an  ar t i c le  I  read la te r ,  dur ing  the

las t  Wor ld  War ,  L thaV when they  were  work ing  on  the  a tomic  bomb,  th is  p r in -

c ' ip1e  o f  the  X- ray  tube en tered  in to  some o f  those ca lcu la t jons .  I  thought

we cou ld  sa lu te  my fa ther  a  l i t t ' l e  b i t  fo r  tha t .  I  do  no t  know a l l  about  i t

o r  what  went  on ,  bu t  I  do  know a l l  those th ings  happened a t  tha t  t ime.  I t

was  ' i n tense ly  in te res t ing - - l  l i s tened  every  chance  I  cou ld  l i s ten .  The  con-

versa t ' ion  was way above my head,  bu t  tha t  d jdn ' t  mat te r - - I  l ' i s tened anyway.

(  Laughs )

Cou ld  you te l l  me about  the  X- ray  c l in ic  tha t  your  fa ther  s ta r ted  here  jn

E l  Paso?

My fa ther  s ta r ted  the  X- ray  and pa tho log ica l  labora tory  and c l in ic .  My

mother was his ass' istant for  many years because he was cr ippled and he had

to  have ass ' i s tance.  A f te r  about  e igh t  o r  ten  years ,  Dr .  C .  H.  Mason came to

El Paso af ter  the First  World War and he wanted very much to become a partner

o f  my fa ther 's ,  wh ich  came about .  My mother  then re t i red .  The c l ' i n ic  was

growing  so  la rge  tha t  they  needed another  doc tor ,  L t i l  they  took  as  a  par tner

Dr .  Maynard  Har t .  The f i rm now is  a  very  la rge  f i rm.  My fa ther  d ied  and

about  f i ve  years  la te r  Dr .  Mason d ied ,  and Dr .  Har t  i s  now the  sen io r  member
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of  the  f i rm.  Th is  j s  the  grea tes t  co l lec t ion  o f  young doc tors  you 've  ever

heard  o f .  Dr -  Har t ,  o f  course ,  i s  the  sen io r  doc to r ;  Dr .  Har t ,  Dr .  Bover ie ,

Dr .  B lack ,  Dr .  C lay ton ,  Dr .  Wh i te ,  Dr .  McGee,  Dr .Beh lke ,  Dr .  Seaman,  Dr .

Ber ry ,  Dr .  Reed,  Dr .  B lock ,  Dr .  l ^ l i l son ,  and Dr .  Johnson.

Cou ld  you te l l  me a  l j t t le  b i t  about  your  fa ther 's  work  w i th  rad ' ium?

Yes.  My fa ther 's  work  w i th  h is  c l ' i n jc  was  w i th  the  X- ray  and rad ium fo r  the

cancer  work .  That  was h is  spec ' ia l t y  and what  he  d id  en t i re ly .  They  bought

some radium needles-- those came from Denver,  by the way--and of  course they

were very,  very expensive.  They are now, I  understand, at  l l ' l i l l  iam Beaumont,

they were bought by 7_Wil l  iam BeaumonV. I  presume they are being used now,

a ' l though they  use  the  coba l t  now,  wh ich  is  even a  l i t t le  s t ronger .  X- rays

have the  same rays  as  rad jum,  bu t  the  rad jum is  s t ronger ,  and now the  coba l t

i s  even s t ronger  than tha t .  That ' s  why  they ' re  us ing  tha t  in  the  t rea tment

o f  cancer .

One day  the  nurse ,  a f te r  a l l  the  pa t ' ien ts  were  qone and she was s te r i l i z ing

th ings  and  c lean ing ,  m isp laced  o r  los t  one  o f  the  rad ium need les .  They  a re

kept  in1 i t t le  lead  capsu ' les  so  tha t  the  rays  do  no t  go  ou t .  The nex t  morn ing

she went  to  ge t  the  capsu le  and there  was no  need le  jn  the  capsu le .  She was

af ra id  to  say  tha t  she  had los t  i t ,  so  she kept  look ing  and look ing  and look-

ing  and  look ing  fo r  i t .  F ina l l y  she  to ld  them- - I  don ' t  know ius t  how long  i t

was ,  whether  i t  was  a  day  or  the  second day .  They ,  o f  course '  were  te r r ib ly

d js tu rbed and they  s ta r ted  jus t  tear ing  the  o f f i ce  to  p ieces .  They  ca11ed

p lumbers ,  they  to re  up  the  f loors ,  they  to re  up  the  p lumbing ,  they  to re  up

every th ing ;  there  was abso lu te ly  no t  one t race  o f  tha t  need le .  0 f  counse,

i t  wou ld  have been dangerous  i f  i t  had  gone in to  the  p lumbing ,  i t  wou ld  have

been te r r ib ' l y  dangerous  fo r  o ther  peop le ,  so  they  were  very '  very  f r igh tened.



Me'lby 1t

N :

M :

I  th ink  i t  was  about  the  second or  th i rd  day  tha t  they  found j t .  I t

had  fa l len  in to  a  c rack  in  my  fa ther ' s  desk  wh j le  she  was  tak ing  care  o f  and

c lean jng  the  th ings .  0 f  course ,  when they  saw i t  they  were  very ,  very ,  very

fr ightened. I t  meant that  my father had been exposed these many, many, many

hours ,  bo th  by  t ime and d is tance- - j t  was  r igh t  bes jde  h jm.  I t  was  very  t rag ic

and i t  caused h js  death ;  he  d ied  o f  leukemia .  
-L tss  

t l tn  tyea i  aJ te r  tha t  t ime,

i rre nuisrlm rt oiea oF leu[emia

Do you have any  hobb jes  tha t  you 'd  l i ke  to  te l l  us  about?

0h,  I  have many hobb ies .  Trave l  i s  one o f  them,  bu t  one o f  my grea tes t  hobb jes

' i s  my  h is to ry  c lub .  Th is  l i t t l e  c lub - - i t  has  on ly  twe lve  members - -was  s ta r ted

jn  . l928 .  
The same group o f  twe lve ,  p lus  one or  two o thers  who have rep laced

members who have moved away, has met one a week for al l  these years.  Our

be loved  l ' i b ra r iano  Mrs .  Maude Su l l j van ,  made our  f i r s t  ou t l j ne  fo r  us .  Our

h is to ry  c lub  i s  rea l l y  a  human i t ies  c lub - - i t  covers  h ' i s to ry ,  a rgh i tec tu reo

mus ic ,  re l i g ion ,  a r t ,  the  po l i t i ca l  s i tua t ions  a round  the  wor ld ,  and  every th ing .

I t ' s  been a  wonder fu l  exper ience and we have en joyed j t  more  than any th ing .

I ' s  been  one  o f  the  mos t  p r i ce less  th ings  in  my  1 i fe .  I t ' s  g i ven  us  a l l  a

grea t  p1  easure .

The members  were  Mrs .  Be ld j  ng ,  / f r rsJ  Mary  /n ick l ' i f fe /  Cur t i s ,  /Mrs .

Cur t ' iV  tv lo r r i s ,  Mrs .  G i l  le t t ,  Mrs .  Goet t ing ,  Mrs .  Hewi t t ,  Mrs .  Howel  I  ,  Mrs .

Menge l ,  Mrs .  Moore ,  Mrs .  Per renot ,  and Mrs .  Walker .  One o f  our  pas t  members

was Mrs.  Carolyn Gj l let t .  Two of  our members have npved away from El Paso,

Mrs .  For res t  Smi th  and Mrs .  Peg Arno ld  Mar low.

We have en joyed i t  very  much.  Our  be loved l ib ra r ian ,  Mrs .  Maude

Su l l j van ,  made our  f j r s t  ou t l i ne  fo r  us .  We s ta r ted  w j th  Eg .yp t  and  we spen t

a year on Egypt.  Then we went to Greece and Rome and then al l  around the
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wor ld - -everywhere .  These las t  few years  we 've  taken Af r i ca ,  I ran ,  and Ch ina .

Th is  year  we ' re  s tudy ing  La t in  Amer ican h is to ry .  Our  ou t l ine  was made by

the  son  o f  one  o f  ou r  members ,  He len  G i l l e t to  Dr .  F rank  Sa f fo rd ,  who ' i s  f rom

Harvard  and teaches  a t  Nor thwestern  Un ivers i ty .  He teaches  La t in  Amer ican

h is to ry ,  and he  made our  ou t l  jnes .  l , le  have en ioyed i t  very ,  very  much.  I t

has covered every country in Lat in America.  I  became so interested in history

and books- - I ' ve  a lways  loved books ,  bu t  I  became so  in te res ted  tha t  I  s ta r ted

co l lec t ing  books ,  fo l low ing  our  ou t l ines  o f  what  we had taken on  the  d ' i f fe ren t

count r ies .  I  s ta r ted  bu i ld jng  my ' l ib ra ry .  Then I  had the  grea t  p ' leasure  o f

l i v ing  in  fo re ign  count r jes  and I  was  ab ' le  to  f ind  many ra re  books ,  and I

bough t  the  ra re  books .  I  keep  bu j ld jng  /my  l i b ra ry /  and ' i t ' s  a  ve ry  g rea t

p leasure  and  joy .  Even  though  I  can ' t  keep  i t  dus ted ,  i t  ' i s  s t i l l  a  p leasure

to  me.  (Laughs )
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