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John Schaf fe r
by Robert  H. Novak

March  13 ,  1974

N:  ] v | r .  Scha f fe r ,  tos ta r to f f ,  who  don ' t  you  jus t  g i ve  me a  l i t t l e  b ' i t  o f  b jo -

graphical  backgr"ound--when and where you were born,  informat ion along that

l i ne .

S:  I  was  born  in  E l  Paso in  1899.  My fo ' l ks - -my fa ther  and mother - -had been

here about a year or two before I  was born.  I  was born on North El  Paso

St ree t .  The house is  no  longer  there .  My fa ther  was a  ra j l road man,  an

eng ' ineer ,  and  he  was  k j l l ed  jn  a  wreck  jn  l90 l  on  the  GH&SA,  abou t  
. l 90  

m i les

eas t  o f  here .  I  g rew up,  worked,  d id  what  I  cou ld ,  and went  to  schoo l  in

E l  Paso.  My f i rs t  schoo l  was  the  Ba i ley  Schoo l  tha t  was  on  Montanta  St ree t

and later become the Mesa School  / [ow the sj te of  the YMC[/ .  In between

t imes,  UheU they 'd  ge t  c rowded,  I  a lso  a t tended the  Sunset  Schoo l .  A f te r

I  f j n i shed  schoo l ,  I  wen t  to  the  E l  Paso  H igh ,  wh jch  i s  now par t  o f  Ho te l

D jeu  /Schoo l  o f  Nurs in f l  on  the  corner  o f  Ar izona and Kansas  St ree t .  F jn ish-

jng  h igh  schoo l ,  I  wen t  to  co l lege  in  the  fa l l  o f  
. |9 . |5 .  

I  was  g radua ted

in  
. l 920 .

Why don ' t  you  te11 me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  memor jes  o f  the  Mex ican revo-

lu t ionary  per iod  here  in  E l  Paso when you were  a  boy?

We11,  dur ing  the  t ime tha t  I  was  a  boy  growing  upn I  used to  car ry  papers  and

we sold Extra papers dur ing the Revolut ion.  t^ le used to go down to the yards

of  the  TP Ra i lway ,  wh ' i ch  j s ' loca ted  south  o f  the  present  depot  and west  o f

E l  Paso St ree t .  Beh ind  boxcars  we used to  watch  par t  o f  the  f igh t ing  when

they  were  coming f rom the  nor th  to  the  south ,  a t tack ing  Judrez  a t  tha t  end.

The bu l le ts  were  qu i te  numerous  coming over  in to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Some

of  them /wou ld  gq  th rough boxcars .  But  be ' ing  ch i ld ren  lwhos{  paren ts
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N :

q .

d idn ' t  know where  we were  a t  tha t  t ime,  we watched the  ba t t les .  (Chuck les)

La ter  on ,  when Persh ing  and the  mi l i t ia  a l l  come in to  E l  Paso,  they

had a group that went f rom here to Colonia Dubldn where they were chasing

V i l l a - -Persh ing  and  numerous  o ther  peop le .  Wethough t  tha t  tha t  was  qu i te  a

th r i l l ,  too .  They  were  h i r jng  peop le  fon  FWD t rucks  to  d r ive  them down

through tha t  sand- - i t  was  a  te r r jb le  road- -so  I  vo lun teered and went  down

on one o f  those t r ips  jn  an  F I l lD  t ruck  in to  M6x ico .  Luck i l y '  no th jng  hap-

pened- -we jus t  d rove  down and drove back .  Dur ing  tha t  t ' ime,  I  never  saw

any ac t iv i t y  w i th  Persh ing ,  any  combat .  I ' ve  o f ten  wondered i f  tha t  wasn ' t

a  k ind  o f  t ra in ing  per iod  fo r  the  F i rs t  l ^ lo r ld  t ^ la r .

How do you remember  Genera l  Persh ing- -h is  appearance and persona l i t y?

He was a  very  e rec t  man,  and he  s tood s t ra igh t ;  very  d i rec t .  0 f  course ,

I  never  had any  contac t  w i th  h jm,  on ly  jus t  observed h im,  bu t  he  wou ld  snap

out  o rders  and he  was a  West  Po in te r .  There  was another  man he had w i th

h im a t  tha t  t ime;  h is  name was Funston ,  Genera ' l  Funs ton .  I t  was  qu i te  jn -

te res t ing  to  look  back  a t  those days .  0 f  course ,  we had a  number  o f  so ld ie rs

of for tune in those days. They had Sam Dreben--he was qui te noted around

here ' in El  Paso. There were several  more.

Tracy Richardson?

Tracy  R ' i chardson,  yeah.  Qu i te  a  bunch o f  them.

Did  you ever  meet  any  o f  them persona l ly?

0h,  I  knew Sam Dreben,  met  h jm severa l  t imes.

What k ind of  a man was Sam Dreben?

t^ le l l ,  he  was a  l i t t le  shor t  fe l low,  and I  be l ieve  he  was o f  Hebrew descent .

Boy ,  he  was  jus t  a  w i ld  man.  (Laughs)  The  name sa id  i t - -he  was  a  so ld ie r

o f  fon tune.  He was,  too l
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N :

N:

S :

r\l .

S:

N :

S :

N :

S :

Did  you ever  have an  oppor tun i ty  to  meet  any  o f  the  Mex ican revo lu t ionar ies '

V i l l a  o r  0 rozco  o r  any  o f  those  peop le?

0n ly  see ing  them,  tha t ' s  a l l .  I ' ve  seen  0 rozco  w j th  h js  a rm o f f .  I ' ve

watched h im,  and I ' ve  watched V i l la  and Car ranza.  But  I  never  met  any  o f

them,  no .

How d id  peop le  in  E l  Paso a t  tha t  t jme v iew the  Mex jcan Revo lu t jon? Where

d id  the  peop ' le ' s  sympath ies  I  i e?

There  wasn ' t  much sympathy- - they  jus t took  i t  in  s t r ide .  0 f  course ,  when

they  k i l led  a l l  these Amer icans  down a t  Cumbre  Tunne l ,  there  was qu ' i te  a  lo t

o f  ha t red  a t  tha t  t ime,  they  d ' idn ' t  l i ke  what  they  d id  there .  But  we were

so ou tnumbered here  in  E l  Paso,  so  smal l  a  communi ty ,  nobody sa id  a  who le

I  o t .  (  Laughs  )

I  unders tand tha t  V i l la  and Orozco and some o f  the  o ther  peop le  used to  come

over  to  E l  Paso to  buy  supp l ies ,  go  to  the  E l i te  Confec t ionery .

That ' s  r jgh t - - the  o ld  E l ' i te  on  the  Corner  o f  Mesa and Texas  s t ree ts  /s i te

o f  the  present  W.T.  Grant  S tore / .  That  v las  qu i te  a  ga ther ing  p lace .

That  was the  b ig  soc ia l  cen ter  fo r  the  young peop le?

Yes ,  i t  was .  Tha t ' s  where  they  wou ld  a l l  w ind  up .  I t  was  a  ve ry !  ve ry  n ice

l i t t l e  p lace .  And  la te r  on  the  o ld  Modern  Lea f f l  j n  the  basement  o f  the  M i l l s

Bu j ld ing  used to  be  the  o ther  /p -1ace to  gq  jn  E l  Paso.

When you f in jshed your  h igh  schoo l  educat ion ,  you  dec ided to  go  on  to  the

Col lege o f  Mines .  What  made you dec ' ide  to  go  to  Mines?

Wel l ,  i t  was  here .  Money ,  tu i t i on ,  l i v ing  a t  home - - the re  were  severa l  th ings

tha t  en tered  jn to  tha t .  Be ing  in  th js  communi ty  down here  N: t i l  a  min ing

co11ege ,  I  wan ted  to  be  a  m in ing  eng jneer .  Tha t  was  par t  o f  i t .

When you  f i r s t  s ta r ted  a t  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines ,  i t  was  s t i l l  over  on  the  o ldN:
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N

S

s i te .  How do you remember  the  o ld  Schoo l  o f  M ines- -what  d id  i t  look  l i ke?

There  was  th ree  bu i ld ings :  the  dormi tony ,O ld  Ma in ,  and  one  o ther  l j t t l e

bu i ld jng  the re .  I t  sa t  ou t  in  the  w i ldenness ,  i t  was  p lumb in  the  w i lde rness .

I  l j ved  on  the  corner  o f  Kansas  and Wyoming St ree t - -my mother  had bu i l t  a

home there ,  o r  ra ther  a  board ing  house  there ,  i n  1905 .  I t r s  loca ted  r igh t

across f rom Travelodge now. I  used to walk up to Boulevard fnow Yandel i l

and  take  a  s t ree tcar  to  For t  B l i ss ,  go  th rough par t  o f  For t  B l j ss . - the

s tab les  and pnesent  quar te rs - -and wa lk  over  to  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines .  LThe i l

were  ve ry  n ice  look ing  bu i ld ings ,  n j ce  a rch i tec tu re  in  those  ear l y  days .

And I  th ink we had some very capable professors.  God knows, they were dedi-

ca ted ,  o r  they  never  cou ld  have made j t  in  those days l

Who were some of the professors that  you remember?

h je l l ,  there  was,  o f  course ,  Dean Worre l l ,  Cap K jdd .  The pro fessor  o f  Geo logy

was a  man by  the  name o f  Pa l l j s te r .  We had Barbareno,  who taught  Span ish ,

and Tonuny Dwyer, who taught Math and Surveying. A man by the name of Seamon

was professor of  Chemistry and Assaying. Most of  these men had been out and

proven themse lves  in  work  ra ther  than coming r igh t  f rom another  schoo l  to

teach.  That  was the  f i rs t  o f  them.

You were tel l ' ing me the story of  how Cap Kidd ended up here in El  Paso. Could

you te l l  me tha t  aga in?

He had to ld  me tha t  he  had had th roa t  t roub le .  I  don ' t  know jus t  what  i t  was ;

he  ta lked  jn  k jnd  o f  a  hoarse  lwa[ / .  I t  m igh t  have been TB,  bu t  I  lwon ' !

say  because I  don ' t  know.  Anyhow,  he  come in to  th js  count ry  and he  had a

chance to  go  to  work  fo r  the  Rec lamat jon  Serv ice .  In  those days  they  were

bu i ld ing  the  E lephan t  Bu t te  Dam and  he  was  ass is tan t  eng ineer  o f  the  cons t ruc -

t ion of  the Elephant Butte Dam. That was the way he got out in th is country.
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N :

S :

N :

S :

He had been a professor at  Texas A & Iv l .

Dwyer come from there,  too--he'd been a

chi ef engi neer" for Gul f 0' i I Company .

How do you rgmember Dean Worrel I ?

That 's  how he go t  a  ho ld  o f  Dwyer .

student down there.  Later Dwyer was

Very  e rec t ,  wonder fu l  man.  He had the  a t t r ibu tes  o f  a  gent leman a l l  the

way th rough,  and he  was an  awfu l  n ice  fe l low.  I  never  had h im in  any  courses ,

but they say he was very,  very good.

When you f i rs t  went  ou t  to  Mines ,  what  was the  course  o f  s tudy  l i ke?  Was

there  jus t  one  course  o f  s tud jes  in  M in ing?

0f  course ,  we had Engf ish  and Span ish  and Chemis t ry  and Geo logy  and Math  and

Survey ing ,  and what  have you.  I t  wasn ' t  near  as  many sub jec ts  as  there  is

nowt  bu t  i t  was  jus t  a  genera l  educat ion .  In  fac t ,  I  th ink  tha t  courses  tha t

we took  in  those years ,  Vou cou ld  f i t  in to  most  any  k ind  o f  an  eng ineer ing

job  when you go t  ou t .

I  guess  there  was a  lo t  o f  oppor tun i ty  to  ge t  p rac t ica l  exper ience a t  tha t

t ime because  o f  the  loca t ion  o f  the  schoo l .

Tha t ' s  r igh t ;  tha t  i s  r igh t .  Dur jng  the  summers ,  the  m in ing  compan ies  and

smel te rs  were  very  n ice  and they  wou ld  take  a l l  the  s tudents  in  and they

wou ld  work  dur ing  the  summer  in  the  m ines ,  wh ich  mos t  o f  them d id .  In  fac t '

there was another boy by the name of Pr imroy. He went to the School  of  Mines

out  here ,  and he  was qu i te  a  chemis t  back  in  New York .  I  fo rge t  what  ou t f i t

he  was w i th ,  Fu i l  j t  was  a  b ig  ou t f i t - -he 'd  become ch ie f  chemis t  there .  Sev-

eral  of  them made their  names 7.@ tnat way--whether i t  was the t jmes, I  don' t

know.  But  he  was a  very  n ice  man.

Were  you a t  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines  a t  the  t ime o f  the  f i re  tha t  des t royed the  Main

Bu i ' l d i  ng?

N :

s .

N:



N:

5 :

Schaf fer

S:  Yes ,  s i r ,  we was there .  I t  was  
. |9 . |6 .  

/Tn l  tne  bu i ld jng  tha t  burned down,

the  basement  o f  tha t  used to  be  where  we 'd  pu t  a l l  ou t  foo tba l l  un i fo rms,  and

/we ha{  shower  ba ths  and lockers ,  and then we had c lasses  above.  When i t

burned down,  a l l  our  equ ipment  went  up ,  and every th ing  we had,  and o f  course

there  was no  insurance on  i t .  Ide  a l l  p ' i t ched ' in  and had to  buy  i t  ourse lves ,

rep lace  ou t  foo tba l l  un j fo rms.  (Laughter )  But  everybody took  i t  in  s t r jde- -

we met f f l  tne dormitor ies for  a short  t ' ime and then they bui l t  some t in

bu i ld ings  fo r  labora tor ies .  I t  worked ou t  a l1  r igh t - - they  go t  th ings  go ' ing

r igh t  qu ' i ck .

Jus t  a f te r  the  f i re ,  was  there  a  lo t  o f  fear  tha t  the  schoo l  wou ld  be  c losed?

There  migh t  have been,  bu t  we never  was wor r ied  about  i t ,  because K idd  and

Worre l l  took  charge and they  go t  th ings  go ing .  We never  had any  an t ic ipa-

t ion  o f  them cJos ing  up .

I  guess  the  f i re  was rea l l y  the  mov ing  fo rce  in  ge t t ing  the  un ivers i ty  ou t

to  the  new s i te ,  then.

That  was par t  o f  i t ,  yes .  The loca t ion  a t  tha t  t ime was in  the  ex t remi t ies

o f  E l  Paso- -way  ou t ,  we 'd  ca l l  i t .  And  now i t ' s  way  in l

And I  guess  tha t  the  arch i tec tu re  a t  the  new un ivers i ty ,  the  Bhutanese arch i -

tec tu re ,  was  rea l l y  Mrs .  lnJor re l l ' s  jdea .

Tha t ' s  exac t l y  r igh t .  She  sugges ted  i t  and  they  went  fo r i t .  I  th ink  i t ' s

s t i l l  ex t remely  p re t ty .

How d id  tha t  come about?  How d id  she ge t  the  idea fo r  th is  Bhutanese arch i -

tec tu re?

By  v i r tue  o f  he r  be ' ing ' in  the  F i j i  I s lands .  She  was  a  wr i te r  and  she 'd  go

over  there  and spend severa l  months .  I ' imag ine  tha t  dur ing  tha t  /T ime/  she

l j ked  i t .  Wor re l l  wou ld  p robab ly  v i s j t  he r  and  / -he7  l j ked  i t ,  and  they

N :

S:

N :

S :

N :

S :
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i  n f l  uenced the  arch i tec ts .

N:  D id  most  o f  the  s tudents  l i ke  the  new arch i tec tu re ,  do  you th ink?  How was

i t  rece ived?

S:  Everybody l i ked  i t  in  those days- - i t  was  very  n ice .  l , {e  had the  Old  Majn

Bu i ld ing ,  one dormi to ry - - I  don ' t  know what  they  ca ' l ' l  i t  now--and then we

had the  sc ience  bu i ld ing  and  a  power  p lan t  and  mj l l .  Tha t  was  the  o r ig ina l

bu i ld ings  in  the  co11ege .

Do you remember ,  was  there  a  lo t  o f  con fus ion  mov ing  ou t  to  the  new s ' i te ,  o r

d id  peop le  move pnet ty  smooth ' l y  jn to  the  new un ivers ' i t y?

0h ,  yes ,  they  were  t i ck led  to  dea th  to  ge t  in  the re i  (Chuck les )  I t  was ' in

the  w j lderness  too ,  now.  I t  was  6 f f l  Mesa Avenue,  and there  wasn ' t  a  darm

th ing  up  theren  no  roads  or  any th ing .  hJe  used to  have to  wa lk  f rom the  pave-

ment  on  Mesa by  t ra i l s  to  go  in to  the  present  co l lege.

I f  students wanted to get ' into downtown, how djd you get to downtown? Was

there a streetcar that  ran out that  way at  a l  I  ?

The  bes t  way  was  to  wa lk .  (Laugh te r )  Mos t  peop le  d id l  No ,  the re  wasn ' t

any streetcar.

I  guess  no t  too  many peop le  had au tomobj les  in  those days .

No,  good grac ious ,  no l  And those tha t  d jd  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  run  them.  Cap,

in  the  o ld  schoo l ,  used to  have a  Hupmobj le - - I  never  w ' i l l  fo rge t  tha t  Hup-

mob i le .  I t  was  qu i te  a  gadget - - i t  was  a  n ' i ce  o ld  car .  He used to  take  i t

ou t  the re  and  the  boys  used  to  h ' i de ' i t  on  h im once  in  a  wh i len  have  a  l i t t l e

fun .  But  he  was a  good-natured  fe l low w i th  a l l  the  boys- -never  had any  t roub le

a t  a l l .

N:  D id  t he  i so l a t i on  bo the r  t he  s tuden ts ,  t he  f ac t  o f  be ing  ou t  t he re  j n  t he

w i l de rness  l j ke  t ha t?  0 r  d i d  i t  he lp  c rea te  a  so r t  o f  sp i r i t  among  t he  s tuden ts?

N :

S:

N :

S :

N :

S :
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S : I  th ink ' i t  he lped-  I  don ' t  th ink  anybody was wor r ied .  0 f  course ,  i t  /meant /

ge t t ing  ou t  there  and ge t t ing  up  ear ly  in  the  morn ' ings ,  ge t t ing  home la te  a t

n igh t ,  those  tha t  l i ved  in  town.  Those  tha t  l i ved  in  the  dormi to r ies ,  i t

d jdn ' t  bo ther  them.  0 f  course ,1 " .  had /  our  foo tba l l  games .  Wi th  our  p rox im-

i t y  to  For t  B l i ss ,  we  used  to  p lay  the  so ld je rs .  I t  was  jus t  ve ry  n ice  ou t

t  here .

D id  most  o f  the  s tudents  come f rom o ther  par ts  o f  the  count ry  and l i ve  jn  the

dorms, or would you say that most were f rom here in El  Paso?

l t los t  were  f rom out  o f  town and l i ved  in  the  dormi to r ies .  Those tha t  l i ved

near El  Paso stayed in El  Paso and commuted out by streetcar and walked across.

How d id  Wor ld  War  I  a f fec t  the  schoo l?  I  unders tand tha t  a  lo t  o f  s tudents

went  o f f  and en l i s ted .

0h ,  yes ,  very  many o f  them went  and en l i s ted .  Some o f  them took  o f f  r igh t

away- -some o f  them went  ear l ie r  and some la te r .  Now there  was Buster  B iggs ,

he  went  ou t  there  in  those days .  B iggs  F ie ld  i s  named a f te r  h im.  There  was

Bi l l y  Race,  Lwh i l  used to  p ' lay  quar te rback  fo r  us ;  there  was Ronan.  0h ,  ius t

a  bunch o f  them took  o f f  r igh t  qu ick - -Russe l l  Wor th ing ton  and severa l  o f  them.

They took  o f f  rea l  qu ick .  Now,  I  was  a  l i t t le  young a t  tha t  t ime fo r  tha t '

bu t  I  la te r  went  / in to  theT SATC* tha t  fo rmed up here  a t  the  co l lege,  and I

went  th rough tha t  dea l .

D id  you s tay  a t  the  Co l lege o f  Mjnes  a l l  the  way th rough un t i l  you  graduated?

No,  I  was  one year  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ar izona- -p layed foo tba l l  ou t  a t  Ar i -

zona. (Laughs )

l , r lhy did you decide to go out there?

Wel I , a boy by the name of Porter, Carter Porter, wanted me to go over there

and p1ay .  I  went  over  one year ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  care  fo r  j t  too  much.  Ar izona

N:

N :

q .
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S :
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was f inen but  i t  was away f rom home and I  fe l t  bet ter  /when I  came/  back.

I  came back  and  to ld  Cap  tha t  I  wan ted  to  f i n i sh  up  he re .

N :  l r , Jha t  was  the  soc ja l  l i f e  l j ke  a t  t he  Schoo ]  o f  M jnes?  In lha t  d ' i d  t he  s tuden ts

do for fun?

Wel l ,  there  wasn ' t  too  much fun .  N jgh t t imes they  p layed p i tch ,  penny-ante

poker - -a ' l l  t he  fe l l ows .  I ' l l  t e ' |1  you ,  i t  was  more  s tudy ing .  We d jdn ' t

have t ime to  do  too  much.  Everybody was work jng- - they 'd  have l i t t le  odd

jobs .  I t  was  no th ing  l i ke  i t  i s  now- - jus t  abso lu te ly  no th ing .  D idn ' t  have

t ime fo r  i t .  I so la t ion  was  one  o f  the  th ing5 , too .  I t  was  so  damn fa r  in

f rom a l l  these p laces ,  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  l ther { l  (Chuck les)  They  d idn ' t

have cars or means of  conveyance.

You  had  a  coup ' le  o f  g i r l s  ou t  the re ,  too ,  a f te r  a  wh i le .

As I  remember,  we had a gir l  by the name of Ruth Brown. 0h, we had a lot  of

them a f te r  tha t ,  a t  the  new schoo l .  Are  you ta lk ing  about  the  o ld  schoo l

eas t  o f  E l  Paso?

Yes .  Accord ing  to  my  no tes" i t  was  l916  tha t  the  f i r s t  g i r l s  en te red ,  so

tha t  wou ld  have  s t i l l  been  over  a t  the  o ld  schoo l .

I  th ink  i t  was  Ruth  Brown and maybe one or  two o thers i  I  can ' t  remember  the i r

names.  But  when they  opened up  oven here ,  wes t  o f  Mesa,  the  present  schoo l ,

there were several  of  them Nhi l  went out there.

Did they f i t  in pret ty wel  I  ?

0h,  yes ,  they  l i ked  i t .  Some o f  them were  soc ja ' l i tes ,  bu t  they  ius t  d r j f ted

r igh t  i n .

Guess you guys were glad to have them.

Yes,  they  were  g lad  to  have them.  And they  were  ser ious  s tudents - -Sarah

Br idgeso Cami l le  K ib le r ,  /E t f re t  CrawfordT- -oh ,  severa l  o f  them.  I  fo rge t  a l l

N:
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their  names. But they just  f i t  in very good and l they were] wonderful  stu-

dents .  In  
. |9 . |5 ,  

there  wasn ' t  any  g i r l s - - tha t  a l l  come L i i l  1916.

What happened to most of  the graduates jn the ear ly days? Did most of  them

get  jobs  in  the  m' in ' ing  indus t ry  in  M6x ico ,  o r  d id  they  tend to  s tay  here  in

th is  count ry  and ge t  jobs  in  the  Southwest?

Most of  them went to M6xjco.  There was more future U-: t i l  the var ious mines

in  M6x ico .  Myse l f ,  I  had  asp i ra t ions  o f  go ing  to  M6x ico .  I  went  to  work

for the AS & R in the control  department,  assaying, and I  was going down to

Aguasca l ien tes .  Bu t  jn  the  meant ime,  I  d idn ' t  ca re  fo r  tha t  rou t ine  work  o f

assay ' ing ,  so  I  go t  a  chance a t  another  job  and I  took  i t .  That  was  the  way

i t  worked ou t .  And the  resu l t  i s ,  I  had very  fgood- /  fo r tune ' in  f ind ' ing  jobs

tha t  appea led  to  me more  than the  mine .

I ' d  had  my f i l l  o f  i t  du r ing  schoo l ,  work ing  in  the  m ines  in  Ar i zona ,

New Mex ico ,  and  a l l  over .  I  was  up  sampl ing  and  assay ing  in  one  o f  the  m ines

when I  was  go ing  to  co ' l1ege,  a t  the  I ron  Cap Mines  nor th  o f  G lobe.  That  was

about  the  t ime o f  the  b ig  miners '  s t r j ke ,  and they  were  dumping  road p lows

of f  on  ls t r i kers '7  cars ,  and a  few more  th ings .  And I  dec ided tha t  I  d idn ' t

g ive a damn about that ,  so I  got  out l -otJ tnat .  (Laughs)

Before we move on to something e1se, are there any other memories you have

of  the  Schoo l  o f  M ines  tha t  we shou ld  ta lk  about - -peop le  o r  ac t i v i t ies  you

were  invo lved in?

Wel l ,  they  had severa l  boys  f rom For t  B l i ss ,  / sons  o !7  the  o f f i cers  /who/  went

ou t  there .  I  know one boy  by  the  name o f  Sample ,  Co lone l  Sample 's  son.

There was just  any number of  them that went there,  and they were very,  very

n ice  fe l lows.  In  foo tba l l ,  o f  course ,  we had a  l im i ted  team.  Our  s tudent

body  wasn ' t  too  b ig ,  Ao/  p rac t ica l l y  everybody p layed foo tba l l  and baseba l l .
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No,  I  can ' t  rea l l y  remember  any  rea l  ac t i v j t ies  tha t  went  on  ou t  there .

I  saw the  horsep lay ,  though,  tha t  the  k jds  pu t  on .

N:  I  unders tand tha t  a f te r  you  graduated ,  you  were  invo lved in  fo rming  an  a lumni

c ' l ub .  Cou ld  you  te l l  us  a  I  i t t l e  b i t  abou t  tha t?

S:  Now,  I  don ' t  remember  tha to  t ru th fu l l y - - I  don ' t  remember  fo rming  an  a lumni

cl  ub,  but I  know that we had an al  umn' i  c l  ub here.  And we had what they cal  1 ed

the  M Club ,  too .  That  was LTo i l  M ines .

What  was the  purpose o f  the  M Club?

Wel l ,  tha t  was  the  le t te rman 's  c lub .  Tha t  was  fo rmed la te r  on .  I  don ' t  remem-

ber  too  much on  the  a lumni  c lub .  Lo ts  o f  water  under  the  br idge s ince  then l

(Chuck les )

1t

N:

S :

N :

S :

Shal I  we tal  k about some of the

My f j rs t  job ,  as  I  sa jd  be fore ,

depar tment .  I  le f t  there  and I

County .  I  was  ass is tan t  county

days Mesa Road from Cincjnnat i

Four Corners /The jntersect ion

th ing  in  there  in  those days .

ou t  to  Newman,  Texas ,  and par t

what  have you,  in  those days .

jobs  you 've  had s ince  you graduated?

I went to work for  the AS & R in the control

had a chance to go LTo worQ for El  Paso

eng ineer  in  l92 l  and  '22 .  I  l oca ted  jn  those

St ree t ,  wh ich  is  Kern  p ' lace ,  p lumb up to  the

of  Mesa and Don iphanT.  There  wasn ' t  a  darn

lT also locate<i7 t f re Newman Road, which goes

o f  t he  Car l sbad  Road . I  was  on  b r j dges  /and /

Fn"i l  I  went to work for  the Boundany Commission in 1924 /aV assistant

eng ineer  to  R.E.  F ishburn .  George Cur ry  was then Commiss ioner ;  George Cur ry

used to  be  governor  o f  the  Ph i l ipp ines .  I  worked fo r  them t i l l  1927.  hJe

d id  the  survey ing  o f  a l l  the  r i ver  and the  bancos ,  the  e l im ina t ' ion  o f  ban-

cos  and  i s l ands  f rom E l  Paso  to  the  Gu l f .  Then  we  d id  the  ove r land  boundary

f rom El  Paso to  San Diego.  l , le  repa ' i red and replaced a l l  the monuments in
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those days .  So I  had a  var ied  exper ience w i th  the  Boundary  Commjss ion .

Was tha t  an ' in te rna t iona l  commiss ion?

Yes,  the  In te rna t iona l  Boundary  Commjss ion .  R"E.  F ishburn  was ch ie f  eng ineer ,

I  was  under  h jm.  I  had /charge o f7  a l l  the  f ie ld  work .

From there I  went down to San Luis Potosi  wi th the AS & R as a plant

eng ineer ,  bu i ld ing  the  p lan t ,  sme l te r ,  and  par t  o f  the  houses .  I  d idn ' t

s tay  down there  too  long.  They  were  hav ing  tha t  re l ig ' ious  war  down in  there ,

and I  d idn ' t  care  much about  M6x ico  in  those days ,  so  I  pu l led  ou t  o f  M6x ico

and  come back  up  here .  Then ,  in  the  F i rs t  Na t iona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing ,  i  wen t  up

to see a boy by the name of Steve Lat imer,  who was a lawyer at  that  t ime, an

old boy that I  knew very wel l .  And l tJ passed by and saw the El  Paso Natural

Gas Company lon the same f loof , . lT dec ided t i l  j us t  go  jn  and ta lk  to  them.

I  went ' in ,  and Mr .  Kayser  and Mr .  Fros t ,  who 6" r i l  then  a t  the  p lace- - I

asked them for a job.  Miss March, by the way, fhad gon-t  to work the day

before .  When I  went  jn  to  ask  fo r  a  job ,  Mr .  F ros t  ta lked  to  me and took  me

' in  to  Mr .  Kayser ,  the  pres ident .  /He h j red  me7;  I  pu l led  o f  my coat  and went

to work.

We was t ry ing  to  ge t  a  f ranch ise  in  E l  Paso.  I  s ta r ted  lay ing  ou t  gas

l ines  in  E l  Paso be fore  they  go t  the  f ranch ise .  La ter  on  they  go t  the  f ran-

chise.  Then they wanted me to start  survey' ing one day. They told me to start

a t  Ja l ,  New Mex ico ,  in  the  eas tern  par t ,  and to  run  a  survey  in to  E l  Paso fo r

th is  gas  I  i ne .  They  asked  i f  I  cou ld  do  i t  and  I  sa f  d ,  "Yeah ,  I  can  do  ' i t .  "

So, that  day I  got  the f j rst  Model A Ford that hi t  El  Paso from Bob Falk,

who was runn ing  the  Ford  agency  here .  I  s ta r ted  ou t  in  tha t  car  ou t  o f  Ja l ,

New Mex ico ,  and the  sand was so  bad I  f ina l l y  go t  a  mu le  team and hooked

them onto  the  f ron t  o f  the  Ford .  We f ina ' l l y  go t  the  survey  to  the  Pecos  R iver ,
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and then from the Pecos River we worked into El  Paso. By that t ime they

ca l led  me in  the  o f f i ce  and I  pu t  four  more  par t ies  on .  l ^Je  f ina l l y  worked

the survey into E' l  Paso.

M LThq t ime I  f in ished /The survey ,  Smi th  Bro thers  were  bu i ld ing  the

l ine  and they  wanted  me to  go  in  w i th  Sm' i th  Bro thers .  I  went  to  work  w i th  them;

LThei l  loaned me to Smith Brothers and I  went to work for  Sm' i th Brothers.  One

of  /The men there ]  was  P.B.  Ke l le r ,  b ro ther  to  the  b l r 'nd  g i r l  . *  He was the

super in tendent .  I  was  Ldo in_  eng ineer ing ,  cons t ruc t ion ,  and what  have you.

That  was,  by  the  way,  some o f  the  f i rs t  e lec t r j c  we ld ing  tha t  had been done

on p ipe l jnes .  l , r le  go t  in to  E l  Paso and then I  went  back  jn to  the  Gas company,

and la te r  on  we went  west .  I  was  w i th  them / fo r  a  long t ime,  do ing ]  numerous

th ings- -eng ineer ing ,  cons t ruc t jon ,  and  p ipe l  i nes .

How do you remember Mr.  Kayser and Mr.  Frost  of  the Gas Company?

0h, they were wonderful  men. Mr.  Kayser was dynamic.  I  used to r ide wi th

h r 'm in  the  coun t rys ide ,  go ing  over  to  Ar i zona .  We was  look jng  fo r  gas  " loads"

7.saleg7. He was just  real ly a pronnter.  Mr.  Frost  was very much of  a manager.

I  don ' t  know jus t  what  par t  he  p layed,  bu t  he  was the  genera l  manager .  They

were  jus t  wonder fu l  peop le .  They  were  dynamos,  though,  I ' l l  te11  you tha t .

You worked i  There  wasn ' t  any  e igh t  hours  a  day l

How d' id the people of  the c i ty of  E1 Paso respond to the Gas Company? tr las

there  a  lo t  o f  susp ic jon  or  was  i t  we l l  rece ived?

No,  they  a l l  wanted  j t .  We had been burn ing  ar t i f i c ia l  gas  here  jn  E l  Paso

for a long t ime--El  Paso Gas Company--and when they voted i t  in,  they iust

wanted  the  gas  in  here .  I t  was  the  godsend a t  tha t  t ime,  In  those days  I

know Mr .  Kayser  to ld  them our  o f f i ce  wou ld  be  here  and we 'd  work  f rom here

on- -and  We ' re  s t ' i l ]  he re  in  E l  Paso .  He 's  never  moved  i t .  They 've  a l l

N:

S :
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th rea tened lo ts  o f  t imes

th ink  they '11  ever  move

N: Do you remember anyth ' ing

to  ta l  k  about?

to go to Houston, but

i t .

as  
' l ong  

as  he  I  i ves  I  don ' t

14

q .

about  E l  Faso  po l i t i cs  a t  tha t  t ime  tha t  you 'd  l ' i ke

Not  a t  tha t  t ime.  But  when I  was  work ing  fo r  the  countJ ,  i t  was  qu i te  some

po l i t i cs .  They  wanted  who they  wanted- - they  used to  load the i r  vo ters ' in

the  back  o f  t rucks  and p i le  them jn  and vo te  who they  wanted  in .

Were voters brought over f rom M6xico at  that  t jme?

We11,  no ,  bu t  there  were  p len ty  o f  them over  here  tha t  they  cou ld  load in to

t rucks .  (Laughter )  I t  was  a l l  r igh t .  I  don ' t  know tha t  there  was too  much

crookedness  go ' ing  on .  I t  wasn ' t  as  luc ra t i ve  as  i t  i s  now,  bu t ' i t  wasn ' t

the  bes t  po l i t i cs  in  the  wor ld .  However ,  we d id  have some wonder fu l  men a t

that t ime. Later on when Tom Lea got in and the judge--Thomason--they were

very  good men.  Can ' t  say  any th ing  aga ins t  any  o f  them.  But  the  po l i t i cs

wasn ' t  the  bes t  in  the  wor ld .

N:  Were  you here  dur jng  the  per iod  when the  KKK was invo lved in  the  schoo l

board and the elect ion for  mayor?

Yes ,  s i r ,  I  was  6u i l .  I t  was  qu  j te  a  I  i t t l e  th ing  in  those  days .  They 'd

get  ou t  Eo- /  *e  edge o f  town and l  igh t  the  c rosses ,  ra ise  ca in  and th is  and

tha t .  I t  wasn ' t  the  bes t  / th in i l  1n  the  wor ld ,  I ' l l  t e l1  you  tha t .

I t  was  mos t l y  d i rec ted ,  I  guess ,  in  th i s  par t  o f  the  coun t ry  aga ins t  Ca tho l i cs ,

who were  predominant ly  Mex ican.

I  th ink  tha t  was  i tn  and the  schoo ls .  The ma ' in  th ing  /was  thaV they  wanted

to  ho ld  the  schoo ls  down.  They  d idn ' t  wan t  to  m ix  re l ig ions  jn  the  schoo ls ,

wh ich  was  the j r  bus iness .  I  never  go t  m ixed  up  in  a l l  tha t ,  I ' l l  t e11  you i

Are there any other persona' l  exper iences that you've had that you want to te l l

N:
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me about-- job exper iences or anythjng?

When I  was  w i th  the  Gas Company,  I  go t  lo ts  o f  them,  I ' l l  te11  you tha t - -

Ind' ian reservat jons,  crossing a ' |1 /_Thi l  f ront jers of  the Southwest.  l t le covered

many,  many mi1es .  Dur ing  tha t  t ime I  was  up  in  Canada,  I  was  up  in  the

nor thern  par ts  o f  Canada and a l1  th rough the  Nor thwest .  I t ' s  v i rg in  count ry ,

6n i l  i t  was  very  in te res t ing .  I  don ' t  regre t  any  o f  i t  a t  a l l .

Were  you up  there  look jng  fo r  sources  o f  gas?

Yes.  0 f  course ,  Mr .  Kayser  was in  van ious  dea ls .  Up in  Canada they  had the

Weste rn  Na tu ra l  Gas .  They  f ina l " l y  so ld  ou t ; ' i t ' s  now Pac j f i c  Pe t ro leum.  I

know Mr .  Kayser  s ta r ted  a  l ine  f rom Ket t leman F ie lds  in  Ca l i fo rn ia  /wes t  o f

Fresno/  in to  R ichmond up in  tha t  sec t ion .  I  went  up  and run  a  survey  f rom

Ket t leman F ie lds  to  R ichmond,  Ca l  i fo rn ia  .  f rg ]  was  buy ing  r igh t -o f -way and

the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Commiss ion  wou ldn ' t  le t  h im in .  But  la te r  on  /T{ /  Aecome the

PG & E- - tha t ' s  the  PG & E  l i ne .  So  rea11y ,  Kayser  has  h is to ry  beh ind  h im jn

a l l  th i s  coun t ry - -he  s ta r ted  lo ts  o f  th ings .

I  guess  tha t  p re t ty  we l l  wraps  i t  up  fo r  now.

You ' re  we lcome.

Thank you very  much,  Mr .  Schaf fe r .

N:

S :

N :
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NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH MR. SCHAFFER, MARCH 28, 1974

Regarding the FWD trucks, Mr. Schaffer states that drivers were

recrui ted in El  Paso to camy suppl ies to Colonia Dubl{n for  d istr ibut ion

to Pershing's t roops. The dr ivers were paid almost nothing for th is

work ,  ac t ing  more  in  the  capac i ty  o f  c iv i l ian  vo lun teers .

Mr.  Schaffer also te l ls  an interest ing anecdote regarding cap

Kidd .  Jus t  a f te r  movfng  to  the  new schoo l  s i te ,  K idd  wa lked in to  a  c lass

of students await ing an exam with a surveyor 's t ransi t  in a bucket --  in

pieces. The exam consisted of  making a survey of  the campus and then

preparing a map based on that survey. 0f course, before the survey could

be done, the students had to reassemble the t ransi t  f rom the var ious pieces!

Regarding the el iminat ion of  bancos by the Internat ional  Boundary

Commission, Mr.  Schaffer says that,  according to t reaty,  a l l  such pieces

of ' land  fo rmed by  evu ls ive  ( rap id )  changes in  the  course  o f  the  r i ver  wh ich

had less than 200 inhabi tants or an area of  less than 250 hectares would

become a part  of  the country to which the land at tached i tsel f .  Pieces

of land larger in area or populat ion would remain wi th the or ig inal  country.

Thus the Cdrdova Is land remained with Mdxico despi te the fact  that  the

r iver ran to the south of  i t .
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