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Dear UTEP alumac,

he beginning of each new academic year is always
I exciting. New students arrive on the campus with
their dreams, and the talent and energy to achieve
them. New faculty and staff members come from top-flight
universities across the country to join the UTEP team. They
bring new ideas, new perspectives and a commitment to help
achieve UTEP’s mission. We welcome them all.
Expectations for 2005-2006 at UTEP are unusually high.
Fueled in part by the success of the Miner football team last
year under Coach Mike Price, excitement is palpable, both
on the campus and throughout the El Paso-Judrez community.
Extensive media coverage of UTEP athletics has thrust the
university onto state and national stages and energized UTEP
alumni across the country. Wherever I travel now, folks want

to talk about UTEP and the amazing turn-around of our Miner

football team.

And Miner basketball will surely be in the national spotlight
as well, as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the NCAA
Men’s Basketball Championship and the release of the Disney
film, “Glory Road,” which tells the story of Coach Don
Haskins and Texas Western’s history-making 1966 season.
Imagine a premiere showing of the film in the.-Don Haskins
Center on the UTEP campus!

There are many other reasons for
excitement about the coming year. We
will celebrate the grand opening of
several outstanding new facilities, the
results of a $50 million construction
program — the largest in UTEP’s
history.

The first to step up to the plate will
be the Helen of Troy Softball Complex
on Sun Bowl Drive, adjacent to the
Swimming and Fitness Center and the
Soccer Field. Thanks to UTEP alumni
Jerry and Stanlee Rubin and Helen of
Troy, UTEP’s new women’s softball
team now competes in one of the most
beautiful facilities in the U.S.

The Academic Services Building, a
striking new addition to the southern face of the UTEP campus,
will follow. Easily accessible from Schuster Avenue and I-
10, this new facility brings together in a single location the
offices that are directly involved in undergraduate and graduate
enrollment transactions: Admissions and Recruitment,
Registrar, Financial Aid, Student Business Services, and
Scholarships.

Considerable progress has also been made in completing
two academic facilities, which will greatly relieve space

pressures in Engineering and Biology,
among UTEP’s fastest growing
academic and research programs.

This year will also mark the
completion of the work of UTEP’s
Centennial Commission, whose report
will be released in November.

One hundred UTEP alumni,
supporters and new friends
dedicated their talents and time
during the past year to develop
a vision of UTEP in 2014, our
100th anniversary, and a roadmap
of recommendations to help move
us toward it. Chaired by UTEP
alumni Larry Durham and Philip
Martinez, the Commission has
done a splendid job

of helping us ensure

that UTEP’s future

institutional planning

is well aligned with

the expectations of

our external

constituents.

There is indeed
going to be a lot to
cheer about at UTEP
this year, and we
hope that all UTEP
alumni, both here in El Paso-Juérez and throughout the world,
will join in the celebration.

I can’t think of a better way for alumni to strengthen ties
to UTEP than by participating in Homecoming 2005.

You can join us in honoring the accomplishments of
outstanding UTEP graduates, including two new Distinguished
Alumni and Gold Nuggets in each of the colleges. You can
participate in a week-long schedule of entertaining events.
And, you can catch up with former classmates and favorite
professors and learn firsthand about all of the many new
developments at your University.

Homecoming Week begins on Oct. 17 and wraps up on
Saturday, Oct. 22, with the Homecoming football game against
new Conference-USA opponent Marshall University. We hope
to see you there.

Go Miners!

Diana Natalicio
UTEP President
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BELIEVE

Homecoming 2005 means reunions, pep rallies
and football! But this fall, perhaps more than any
other, Homecoming means believing in our
students and teams — on and off the field.

Homecoming Calendar

Distinguished Alumni

Our two honored alumni look back on their
days at UTEP — and tell how determination
coupled with a quality education earned
them success.

Gold Nuggets
These outstanding alumni who exemplify the quality of the university
share words of wisdom with current and future UTEP grads.

Football Preview

Players to watch, season schedule and more!

Trail Blazers

The first black students to attend Texas Western College
—now UTEP - opened the doors of opportunity for
generations that followed.

Freshmen Fears

Several UTEP programs help do away with stomach
butterflies and ease the nerves of the nearly 2,300 incoming
freshmen who walk onto the UTEP campus each fall.

DEPARTMENTS

2 Innovations
By excavating a prehistoric village in their search
for pottery shards, stone tools and bones, UTEP
students have found the key to their futures.

16 Highlights

From new degrees to famous guest speakers, UTEP
offers its students a lot to talk about.

18 Profiles in Giving
UTERP professor Anthony Z. Kruszewski’s mother’s
tragic death gave him the strength to follow his
dreams. He now pays tribute to her by helping others
further their studies.
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by David Peregrino
Photos by J.R. Hernandez

Field school students use a screen to sift through buckets of dirt for
artifacts. At the Three Rivers site, it was common for the students to
find pottery shards, animal bones, tools and projectile points.

e INNOVALIONS »

The relentless summer sun and a monsoon season gone MIA have turned the
cactus-studded Tularosa Basin into a dry, dusty oven.

But the students in UTEP’s Summer 2005 Archeological Field School
have found ways to keep working through the blazing desert afternoons.
Canopies shade work sites, bandanas keep grit out of mouths and sunscreen is
plentiful.

“And we have music, lots of water and good company,” says Erin “Dallas”
Shanks as she worked with her team to excavate a pit house at Three Rivers,
N.M., a blip on the map between Carrizozo and Alamogordo.

Eleven students, led by Associate Professor of
Anthropology David Carmichael, spent six weeks this
summer excavating and mapping parts of the Three Rivers
site, a complex prehistoric village spread over an area the
size of the UTEP campus.

Hidden by the desert soil, many of the site’s structures
are dated to around A.D. 1000-1350 and are attributed to a
desert-dwelling culture that anthropologists call the Jornada
Mogollon.

“This is an extraordinary site ... a major, major site,”
says Carmichael. Three Rivers is so rich in archeological
features, students “don’t have to worry about whether or not
they are going to find things.”

Because gathering an archeological team for a long period of time is
no inexpensive proposition, the Three Rivers site has not been significantly
excavated since the 1970s.

The opportunity to excavate this summer came courtesy of the U.S.
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management, which is helping
to fund the field school. The BLM administers the land and the nearby Three
Rivers Petroglyph Site park, home to thousands of examples of Jornada
Mogollon rock art.



Carmichael is thankful for the win-win partnership.

“We are helping (the BLM) recover information about the site ...
and they are providing a public service by offering an education for
the students,” he says.

Some of the best clues about the ancient culture come from trash
“middens,” or mounds of refuse excavated in the village. Often found
in the middens are pottery shards, stone tools and bones of butchered
animals.

Carmichael also hopes to find seeds and other evidence of food
plants.

“That way we can talk about the (Mogollon culture’s)
subsistence,” he says. And if there is evidence of plants not native to
the area, “we can answer questions like ‘how much did they move
around?’”

The students learn field techniques, such as mapping out a grid of
one-meter squares over a site, identifying the different features of a pit
house, sifting buckets of dirt, and carefully identifying and recording
every artifact found.

The students received assistance from UTEP’s Geology
Department, which provided remote sensing and ground-penetrating
radar services to locate archeological features. Carmichael also says
Terra Arc, a company run by two former students, provided digital
modeling and digital mapping services.

For Jacqueline Barragan, a junior anthropology major, Three
Rivers was her first experience in field excavation. She learned quickly
that there is no-“Raiders of the Lost Ark™ glory. Instead, excavation is
painstaking hard work. It is hour after hour with archeological pick in
hand, slowly scraping away thin layers of soil.

A long afternoon yielded Barragan some pottery shards and an
occasional small mammal bone. Then, at last, came an energizing
discovery.

“I was getting real tired ... then I came across a projectile point,”
Barragan says. “I got very excited and wanted to go around and show
it to everybody.”

Ana Lujan, a UTEP anthropology graduate now enrolled in
graduate school at NMSU, also enjoys the thrill of discovery.

“It’s kind of cool to be able to touch something that you know
people had touched many centuries ago,” she says.

The students wound down their digging around 3 p.m. each day.
After packing up, they headed to their campsite six miles away, in the
much-cooler clime of the Lincoln National Forest.

After cleaning up in a shower enclosed by a teepee, the students
scattered throughout camp. Some napped in the shade, others sat
on picnic tables beneath a large pavilion shelter, working on their
archeological journals.

“We do chores, fill the shower bags, clear off the tables to get
ready to eat,” says Erin Brown, a senior biology/anthropology major,
describing camp life. At night, the students sometimes gather for board
games. “We played ‘Battle of the Sexes’ the other night,” Brown says.

Weekends often meant a break from digging. Over the July
4th weekend, the students visited the nearby Mescalero Apache
reservation to view a girls’ coming-of-age ceremony.

“It sure beats being in the classroom,” says Toni McNair, a senior
history/anthropology major.

Carmichael says if he can continue to find sources of funding, he
is eager to offer future field school experiences at Three Rivers.

“It’s a destination that is in El Paso’s backyard,” Carmichael says.
“It’s a real gem. There’s enough here to last me my whole career.” N

See an online photo gallery of the Three Rivers dig by clicking on the
www.utep.edu/horizons
The Three Rivers gallery is listed under the Summer 2005 photos.

Photos link at Horizons Online News,

UTEP junior anthropology major Jacqueline Barragan examines a projectile point.

!

Canopies offered some relief from the relentless desert sun. Wide-brimmed hats,
sunglasses and bandanas were de rigueur at Three Rivers.
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HOMECOMING 2005

/ This fall, UTEP’s athletic teams are

/ asking just one thing of their fans:

It’s a concept that is intangible,
abstract. But we see it when our
football team marches on the field. We
feel it when we join friends and family
for the first home game of the season.

But : - transcends playing fields.

As we weilcome alumni, friends and family
to Homecoming 2005, we are reminded that
UTEP continues to believe in its mission of
providing a quality higher education to a diverse
student population. After all, the true measure
of a university is the success of its students, on

and off the field.

Believe in our students, our teams.

HIGHLIGHT EVENTS

Ron Harvey Memorial

Golf Tournament

12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19
Fort Bliss Underwood Golf
Course

Registration begins at 11 a.m.

Homecoming Pageant
6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19
Magoffin Auditorium

Reunion Dinner and Dance
Honoring the Classes of 1980
and 199

7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20

El Paso Natural Gas Conference

4 « UTEP NOVA

www.homecoming.utep.edu

Golden Grads Luncheon
Honoring the Class of
1955

11:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Tomas Rivera Conference
Center, Union Building East,
Third Floor

Alumni Association
Pre-Game Party

Honoring the Classes of 1955,
1980 and 1995

4-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
de Wetter Center

Homecoming Football

A

%

Information: Shari Schwartz
915/747-7728 or
sschwartz@utep.edu

4-6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Lobby, Business Administration
Building, First Floor

Information: Julie Cooper
915/747-5572 or
jcooper@utep.edu

8:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Templeton Suite, Union Building
East, Third Floor

Information: Gabby Gandara
915/747-6945 or
gabby@utep.edu

11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 21

Engineering Breezeway
Information: Ninfa Huerta and
Ana Arzola, 915/747-5464
nhuerta@utep.edu or
anarzola@utep.edu

8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 22

El Paso Natural Gas Conference
Center

$10 per person; business casual

Information: Merced Sierra
915/747-7268 or
msierra@utep.edu

10:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Fountain Room, College of
Health Sciences

Information: Estella Estrada
915/747-7016 or
eestrada@utep.edu

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 11
Fox Fine Arts Recital Hall

$5 general admission; $3 seniors
and students

Information: William McMillan
915/747-6630 or
wmcmilla@utep.edu

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 12
Fox Fine Arts Recital Hall

$5 general admission; $3 seniors
and students

Information: Ronald Hufstader
915/747-7796 or
fhufstad@utep.edu

5-7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Wise Family Theatre, Fox Fine
Arts Center, Second Floor

8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Friday,

Oct. 21

Liberal Arts Building, First Floor,
Room 109

Information: Rita Arismendiz
915/747-5767 or
arismen@utep.edu

4-6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Hudspeth Hall Foyer
Information: Ceci Rhymes
915/747-6240 or
crhymes@utep.edu

4-6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Liberal Arts Building, History
Lounge, Room 321
Information: Michael Topp and
Edith Yanez, 915/747-5508 or
mtopp@utep.edu or
eyanez@utep.edu

10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Cotton Memorial Building Lawn
Information: Patricia
Witherspoon and Rosie Antillon
915/747-5129 or
roantil@utep.edu

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday
Oct. 22

Benedict Hall Front Lawn
Casual dress; families invited
Information: Mona Segura
915/747-7968 or
rsegura@utep.edu



COLLEGE OF SCIENCE

Gold Nugget Breakfast

Geology Brunch

Department of
Mathematical Sciences

Dean’s Barbecue

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Open House

Graduate Students
Tailgate Party

OT H E R EV E N TS * All events are free unless otherwise noted

HERITAGE HOUSE
Exhibits featuring the Class of
1955

10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday-
Friday, Oct. 19-21, 10 a.m.-noon
Saturday, Oct. 22

Information: 915/747-5592

RECREATIONAL
SPORTS
DEPARTMENT

Singles Racquetball
Tournament

5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Memorial Gym, Racquetball
Courts

$15 per entry; one division only
Gift certificate awards: $100,
$50 and $25

Information: Ruben Espinoza
915/747-5103 or '
espinoza@utep.edu

Doubles Racquetball
Tournament

5:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Memorial Gym, Racquetball
Courts

$20 per team; one division only
Gift certificate awards: $50, $25
and $15

Information: Ruben Espinoza
915/747-5103 or
espinoza@utep.edu

STUDENT
DEVELOPMENT

CENTER
Information: 915/747-5670 or
sdc@utep.edu

Student Group Competitions
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Oct. 17 - Oct. 20

Union Breezeway

Students will compete in various
tasks throughout the week to
become champions of
Homecoming Week.

Float Making Party
7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Don Haskins Parking Lot

Homecoming Parade
12:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
University Avenue

Pep Rally
1:15 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15
Undergraduate Learning Center

STUDENT
GOVERNMENT
ASSOCIATION

Information: Art Gloria
915/747-5584 or
agloria@utep.edu

SGA Homecoming Pageant
6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19
Magoffin Auditorium

UNIVERSITY
BOOKSTORE

Information: Patricia Wentrcek,
915/747-8934
pwentrcek@utep.edu or
www.utepbookstore.com
Sept. 26: Homecoming T-Shirts
go on sale

Oct. 17-22: Daily “Miner Blue
Light Specials” on selected
merchandise

Oct. 17 and 21: Wild balloon
hats

Oct. 18: Spirit face painting
Oct. 20: Interactive style show
in the Breezeway, Noon

Oct. 20: Alice in Minerland Hat
Contest

Oct. 21: Spirit face painting

UTEP ALUMNI BAND
Information: 915/747-5665 or
ctredway@utep.edu

Marching Band Rehearsal
3-4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Sun Bowl Stadium

Bring your instrument and wear
your UTEP colors

Alumni Band Party and
Business Meéting

4-6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Fox Fine Arts Center

All former musicians and
Golddiggers are invited

Football Game Halftime
Performance

UTEP ATHLETICS

Ticket information: UTEP
Ticket Office, 915/747-5234

Soccer: UTEP vs Tulsa
Noon Sunday, Oct. 16
University Soccer Field

Volleyball: UTEP vs University
of Central Florida

7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Memorial Gym

Homecoming Football Game
UTEP Miners vs. Marshall
Thundering Herd

7:05 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Sun Bowl Stadium

ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION/
ALUMNI RELATIONS

For information on Alumni
events and fees, call 915/747-
8600, 866/GO-MINERS,
alumni@utep.edu or
http://homecoming.utep.edu

Alumni Association Ron
Harvey Memorial Golf
Tournament

1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19
Fort Bliss Underwood Golf
Course

Registration begins at 11 a.m.

Golden-Grads Dinner and
Dance

7-10 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing

Reunion Dinner and Dance
Honoring the Anniversary Classes
of 1980 and 1995

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
El Paso Natural Gas Conference
Center

Open House
8:30 a.m.-noon Friday Oct. 21
de Wetter Center

Reunion Luncheon Honoring
the Class of 1955

1 p.m. (after Homecoming
Parade) Friday, Oct. 21
Geology Reading Room,
Geological Sciences Building,
Third Floor

Alumni Association
Distinguished Alumni Event
6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21
Don Haskins Center

Golden Grads Luncheon
Honoring the Class of 1955
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
Tomas Rivera Conference
Center, Union Building East,
Third Floor

Alumni Association Pre-Game
Party

Honoring the Classes of 1955,
1980 and 1995

4-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22
de Wetter Center

FALL 2005 * 5



2005 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS

Life Lessons

Palko retires from
corporate America,
heads back to school

by Laura Cruz

Steffen Palko understands the
importance of education.

“The success I have achieved in life is
in large measure due to the education I

received in the El Paso public schools and

at the University of Texas at El Paso,” he
says. “I am extremely grateful to the
dedicated educators who molded my life
and gave me the tools to compete.”

For his success in life, his dedication to
education and his loyalty to UTEP, Palko,
co-founder of XTO Energy, is a 2005
Distinguished Alumni.

But finding success wasn’t easy for the
1971 alumnus, who sold shoes for the
now defunct Anthony’s clothing store and
bused tables at the El Paso Truck Terminal
near Interstate 10 and Airway Boulevard
while studying at UTEP.

“It’s hard to get much of a job if you
are unskilled and uneducated,” Palko says.
“T also worked part time at the Schellenger
Research Laboratory which was located
on the campus. I fabricated circuits for
them.”

The 1968 Andress High School graduate
says that like many current UTEP students,
he, too, had to juggle work, college and
family.

“I got married in 1969 and had a child
in 1970,” Palko says. “Making money
was absolutely necessary.”

Following his graduation from UTEP,
the electrical engineer began his career in
the oil industry with Exxon Corporation
as a petroleum engineer. After five years
at Exxon, Palko worked for several
independent oil companies, gaining more
responsibility in management.

The ambitious Palko then co-founded
XTO Energy Inc. (formerly Cross Timbers

6« UTEP NOVA

Oil Company) in Fort Worth and helped
turn it into a top-flight public company.
Today, it is one of the nation’s fastest
growing natural gas and oil producers.

“My ambition (while at UTEP) was to
be in corporate America,” Palko recalls.
“I never imagined starting my own
company and I never imagined having an
S&P 500 company.”

XTO Energy Inc. is now a successful
independent oil and gas exploration/
production company with $2 billion total
capitalization and revenues of more than
$500 million per year.

Although the El Paso native found great
success with XTO Energy, he says he felt
he needed to do more than conquer the
business world. At the age of 55, Palko
retired this spring to pursue another degree
within the education field.

Palko was recently accepted into Texas
Christian University’s doctorate program,
where he plans to evaluate how to enhance
success and effectiveness among students
by using and combining various fields of
study.

“One of the things that I hope to do is
take a look at master teachers and look at
why they are successful and why others
aren’t,” he says.

The success of future generations
depends on quality education, Palko says.
For that reason, he has dedicated countless
hours to various education-oriented
projects and organizations.

He served eight years as a school board
trustee for the Fort Worth Independent
School District and as education chairman
of the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce.

Under Palko’s leadership, the school
board originated and developed Fort
Worth: Project C3, one of the nation’s

Photo by Laura Trejo

first formal school-to-work linkages. C3
received national recognition from the U.S.
Department of Education and the National
Alliance of Business.

The UTEP alumnus, who served as the
university’s May 2005 commencement
speaker, continues to use his success as a
platform to improve education and inspire
youth.

Although 34 years have come and gone
since he graduated from UTEP, Palko says
it’s important to hold onto his UTEP and
El Paso connections because “it’s part of
my roots.”

“UTEP provides an opportunity for
people who might otherwise not have had
the chance for a bright future,” he says.
“It’s important to support the university
and its goals. Thanks to my educational
experience, I have never taken a back seat
to a graduate of any other university.”

For Palko, being named a Distinguished
Alumnus is a tribute he greatly values.

“I really, sincerely appreciate the honor
and I’'m humbled by the recognition,” he
says. “I’ve used learning to create success
and opportunities in my life. This award
is from a learning institute. For that reason,
this award means a little more. Education
and learning are the most valuable things
in life.” N



2005 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS

Global Success

Education takes Vickers to CEO

by Laura S. Ruelas

As a young man working at Kmart,
Danny Vickers admired his managers who
had earned business degrees.

“I worked my way through college. All
that I could see at the time was to finish
school so that I could to go to work,”
Vickers says.

He soon realized that running his own
business would be the best thing he could
ever do to establish himself as a business
owner and family man.

“My father always worried about having
enough money to pay the bills, so my
main priority was to earn a degree that
would enable me to provide for my
family,” he says.

The Irvin High School graduate earned
his B.B.A:-from UTEP in 1977,
followed by a master’s in
economics in 1990.

Vickers is the founder and
former president and of
Electronic Data Management
International, a data services
company with more than
2,000 employees in Judrez
and Monterrey, Mexico.
He was honored as a
UTEP Gold Nugget
in 2003 and will be

Danny Vickers and his
wife Mary, and family
Daniel (left), Janey and
Robert (top right)

honored as a 2005 Distinguished Alumnus
during Homecoming Week this October.

“I expected to be a financial success.
But, I did not expect to accomplish enough
to be distinguished by my school and
community,” he says. “I am deeply
honored and surprised to receive these
awards.”

Growing up in a military family helped
him build discipline and determination,
Vickers says. At the age of 27, he was
already president of the Holguin
Corporation, an El Paso-based software
company. His boss, Hector Holguin, was
an inspiration.

“I attribute a lot of my success to UTEP
and to Hector... he helped me become a
leader that cared about

the community,” he says.

After a few years of working with an
international trading company, Vickers’
passion for entrepreneurship changed his
life.

He started EDM International in 1988.
The data processing company works on
information processing, data capture and
software development.

“There is no doubt in my mind that
UTEP prepares business graduates to
compete in the glebal economy. I have
been fortunate enough to work around the
world and I have seen first hand that UTEP
prepared me well,” he says.

Some of his work in the community
includes being commissioner for Colleges
and Universities for the 2 kst Century of
the State of Texas, director of the Science
and Technology Council for the State of
Texas, director of the Texas-Mexico Border
Task Force for the State of Texas and

chairman of the Educational Summit for
El Paso.
“Besides striving to be a good
parent, I want to help solve the
achievement gap in public
education,” he says. “I believe
that the key to our future is
education and I firmly believe
that education is a responsibility
of all citizens.” N
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2005 GOLD NUGGETS

Miner’s Gold

Alumni honored for success

Each year, UTEP recognizes exceptional graduates from its six colleges.
These Gold Nuggets exemplify the quality of the university.

NANCY BOMBACH

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Bombach (B.A. 1990) is secretary and

treasurer of Saratoga Homes in El Paso and

Chicago.

Education: Bachelor’s

in elementary

education

Experience: 20 years

in current position;

served as social worker,

State of Texas;

homemaker with four

. children

Community Service: catechism teacher,
choir member, St. Mathews Catholic
Church; member, Illinois Pro-Life
movement

To students: “You have to hang in there
and finish. Your degree is the most
valuable asset you will need.”

To alumni: “We should give back to the
university because it was so important in
our lives. We also should give back so
that others might benefit the way we did.”

ARTURO BRAVO

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Bravo (B.S. 1979) is a dentist in Columbia
Valley, California.

Education: Bachelor
of Science in biology;
D.D.S, University of
Southern California
Experience: dentist,
Columbia Valley
Clinic, Health
Resource Services
Administration;
commissioned officer in the U.S. Public
Health Service for 23 years
Community Service: dentist and public
health officer implementing oral health
programs and critically needed dental
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services to the underserved and special
needs populations; National Health Service
Corps Ready Responder

To students: “Choose a career wisely and
follow your heart. At the end of the day,
the true measure of success is the legacy
you leave, not the amount of money you
earn. Look beyond your circle, as
opportunities exist in places one least
expects.”

To alumni: “Always remember your roots
and the people that helped you along the

2

way.

IRMA ESTRADA

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Estrada (B.S.N. 1989; M.S.N. 1998) is

the Critical Care Unit nurse manager at

Thomason General Hospital in El Paso

County.

Education: Bachelor

of Science in nursing;

master of science in
nursing

Experience: 35 years

in current position;

part-time nurse faculty

member; served as

staff nurse, Thomason
surgical unit; freelance piano accompanist

Community Service: board member, Life
Savers Transplant support group;
transplant coordinator, Southwest
Transplant Alliance; volunteer, Thomason
breast cancer support group

To students: “I tell students to become
involved. You need to care about nursing.
If more of us would really care we
wouldn’t have a nursing shortage or a
nursing faculty shortage.”

To alumni: “You also need to be involved.
Don’t just check out. Be part of all the
solutions. It’s amazing how our university
evolves when alumni are involved.”

NANCY MILLER
HAMILTON

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Hamilton (M.A. 1954) is an author and

retired lecturer, reporter and historian.

Education: Bachelor's

in journalism; master’s

in English

Experience: Over 50

years in the field of

writing; reporter for the

El Paso Times, El Paso

Herald-Post; media

relations for the El Paso
School District; associate director of Texas
Western Press; part-time lecturer in public
relations at UTEP and historian; currently
an author

Community Service: member, UTEP
Heritage Commission; member, UTEP
Athletic Hall of Fame Committee;
American Mensa, Ltd.; former president,
Public Relations Society of America, Rio
Grande Chapter

To students: “Be attentive to every
opportunity to learn from your teachers.
Throughout my career, I have found
myself relying on information or advice
that dates back to my days at the College
of Mines/Texas Western.”

To alumni: “We all need to be aware of
the rapid changes in our university in
recent years and its increasing role of
importance to this region. Nova Quarterly
is an excellent resource for keeping up.
Attending Homecoming events is a good
way to see how the campus is growing
and to reunite with old friends.”
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CHARLIE HART

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Hart (B.A. 1966; M.Ed. 1968) is
superintendent of the Canutillo Independent
School District in west El Paso County.
Education: Bachelor’s in speech and

education; master’s in education

administration
Experience: principal,
Raymond Telles
Academy; director, El
Paso Independent
School District’s Pupil
Services; student
activities manager,
Bowie High School;
teacher, Andress High

School

Community Service: member, El Paso
Junior Chamber of Commerce;
administrative council board member,
Trinity United Method Church; Regional
Advisory Council president, Region 19;
member, El Paso Teachers Federal Credit
Union Board of Directors

To students: “Realize you are attending
one of the finest universities in the country.
Be proud to graduate from such a
prestigious university.”

To alumni: “Alumni have to support the
university any way they can, whether it
be through finance or time. We have to
help young people achieve their life goals.”

PAUL JOHNSON

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Johnson (B.A. 1980) is president of DPT

Laboratories, Ltd.

Education: Bachelor

of arts in Spanish;

M.B.A., Cox School of

Business at Southern

Methodist University

in Dallas

Experience: president,

DPT Laboratories,

: Ltd.; senior vice
president and general manager, DPT Labs;
project management, sales and marketing,
Johnson & Johnson Medical, Inc.

To students: “Attend class, learn, do your
best. Life is a journey. Relish this time
and have fun. Most importantly, stay the
course and finish! Obtaining a college
education can open doors you never
thought possible.” ;

To alummi: “Be’proud of what we have.
UTEP has had a major impact'on many
lives.-I know;-I’m one of them.”

R. NOEL
LONGUEMARE

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Longuemare (B.S.EE. 1952) is president

of Longuemare Consultants, Inc.

Education: Bachelor’s

in electrical

engineering; master’s
in electrical
engineering, Johns

Hopkins University;

Stanford Executive

Program, Stanford

University

Experience: Founded Longuemare
Consultants, Inc. in 1997; served as deputy
undersecretary of defense for Acquisitions
and Technology for four years; holds eight
patents and 17 patent disclosures

Community Service: Vice chairman of the
National Academy of Engineering's Air
Force Studies Board; does pro-bono work
for the Department of Defense and the
Defense Science Board

To students: “Learn how to study, because
life should be a continual learning
experience. A degree...provides the basic
tools, but it's only a start. The real learning
occurs after you begin work in the field
of your choice.”

To alumni: “Those of my generation
especially are awed by the tremendous
progress the university has made in all
areas — size, breadth of studies offered,
and the overall quality of education
provided. We also want to see this great
institution continue to succeed. Do your
part to help make this happen.”

D. EDWARD MARTIN

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Martin (B.B.A. 1968) is a partner with
Eisner L.L.P., in New York.
Education: Bachelor’s
of business; master’s of
business administration,
College of William and
Mary
Experience: Certified
Public Accountant in
New York since 1978;
serves as head of
Eisner, L.L.P.’s Not-for-Profit Industry
Group; has been published extensively on
accounting issues in the nonprofit sector

Community Service: Treasurer/chair of
the Finance Committee, Board of Trustees,
the City and County School in New York
City; chair of the Audit Subcommittee
and Special Finance Issues Committee,
Board of Trustees, the Jewish Home and
Hospital in New York City

To students: “I received an excellent
education and preparation for my career
at the university and I would encourage
current students to do the same by taking
advantage of all UTEP has to offer.”

To alumni: “My experience (at UTEP) gave
me an appreciation for learning and for
continuing the intellectual growth that I
have carried with me throughout my life.

I would hope that other alumni are able
to find that same appreciation and use the
tools they received at UTEP to continue
learning their whole lives.”

R. PAUL YETTER

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Yetter (B.A. 1980) is a founding partner

with Yetter & Warden, L.L.P.

Education: Bachelor’s

in business; Juris

Doctorate, Columbia

University

Experience: Founded

Yetter & Warden,

L.L.P. in 1997; served

as law clerk to the Hon.

John R. Brown on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

Community Service: member of Holy
Name Catholic Church; participates in the
campaign to restore a historic Houston
building into a downtown place of
worship, Holy Cross Chapel; chairman of
the Alliance for Judicial Funding, Inc.

To students: “Your college education in
El Paso is an invaluable foundation for
the rest of your life. If you work hard,
accept new challenges, and have faith,
your UTEP experience will be a
springboard to a fun and successful career.
And remember what someone once told
me: ‘Press on, regardless.””

To alumni: “Don’t forget the people,
institutions and city that paved the way
for your future. UTEP is the best bargain
in higher education. It deserves your
support — in time, effort, and
contributions. Your support will help shape
countless new lives and careers in El Paso
and around the state.” N
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The Miner football team, coming off an amazing 8-4

Conference USA coaches’ pick to win the league’s We

this year.

But Coach Mike Price is keeping his players’ focus

the preseason polls.

“It’s an honor for our players to be recognized by the
what we’ve done,” Price says. “I'm really pleased from
but I"d rather creep up on people than be the target.”

So the Miners will be looking to put opposing tea
beginning with the NMSU Aggies at the season opene;

on Sept. 3. N

Date
Sat. Sept. 3

Opponent
NMSU

Location
Las Cruces, NM.

Time ms) Media
8:30 p.m. ESPNU

Fri. Sept. 16 Houston* Sun Bowl 6 p.m. ESPNR. S |
Sat. Sept. 24  UNM Sun Bowl 7 p.m. CSTV

Sat. Oct. 1 Memphis* Memphis, Tenn. 6 p.m. .

Fri. Oct: 14  Tulane* New Orleans, La. “ 6 p.m. ESPN/ESPN2
Sat. Oct. 22 Marshall{* Sun Bowl 7 p.m, iN -
Sat. Oct: 29" ‘Rice* Houston 4 p.m. i Network

Sat. Nov. 5 Tulsa* Sun Bowl . 7:05 p.m.

Sat. Nov. 12 Texas Southern Sun Bowl 7:05 p.m

Sat. Nov<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>