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Mrs. Hugh l ,rJhite
June 3,  1968
Interv' iewed by Rob"in Ful ler and Leon Metz

W: There  i s  a  man  a t  t he  co l l ege  who  has  wr i t t en  a  ve ry  good  book  abou t  t he

h is to ry  o f  E l  Paso ,  D r .  Sonn ichsen .  He  b rough t  a l l  h i s  p roo fs  fo r  me  to

read .  He ' s  done  a  ve ry  good  j ob .  Maury ,  my  b ro the r  was  he re  then  and  he

in te rv iewed  h im  a  g rea t  b i t .  I  had  a  new doc to r  he re  no t  l ong  ago  tha t

asked  me  a  g rea t  dea l  abou t  t he  ea r l y  doc to rs .  l a lhen  I  cou ld  I  d j rec ted  h jm

to  peop le  who  were  be t te r  ab le  to  te l l  h im  than  I  was .  He  i s  w i th  Dr .

B reck  and  I  can ' t  r eca l l  h i s  name  r i gh t  now .

I s  he  the  one  who  i s  w r i t i ng  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  Med jca l  Assoc ia t i on?

Yes ,  I  be l j eve  he  i s .

Mrs  .  l , . l h  i t e ,  you '  ve  been  he re  a  
' l ong  

t ime ,  haven '  t  you?

I  '  1  I  be e i  ghty-s ' ix  on December 7.

We l l ,  how  do  you  acqu i re  a l l  t h j s  good  hea l t h?

I  haven ' t  t oo  much  good  hea l t h .  Gene ra l l y  I 'm  p re t t y  we l l ,  bu t  I  had  a

bad  fa l l  abou t  a  yea r  ago  and  i t  b roke  me  up .  A1so ,  I  had  ope ra t i ons  on

my eyes and I  don ' t  wa ' lk  very wel  I  .

You  seem to  have  an  amaz ing l y  sha rp  i n te l l ec t .

We l l ,  t hank  you ,  bu t  i t  i sn ' t  as  good  as  i t  used  t o  be .

Mrs.  ldh ' i te ,  when were you born?

I  was  bo rn  i n  i 882  j n  Ca l ve r t ,  Texas .  You ' ve  neve r  hea rd  o f  i t .  I t ' s  a

t j ny  l i t t l e  t own .  My  f a the r  was  a  l awye r  and  he  l i ved ' i n  Ca l ve r t  and

Bryan  fo r  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  be fo re  he  was  mar r i ed ,  and  then  he  came he re .  He

be longed  to  the  f i rm  o f  Dav i s ,  Bea1 ,  and  Kemp.  They  were  o lde r  men  who

took  h im  in  when  he  was  a  young  man  jus t  s ta r t i ng  ou t .  Then  they  a1 l  moved

to  E l  Paso .

M :

l^l:

M :

W:



hjhi te

M:

l,rj:

M:

l,'J:

M :

W:

What year did you come to El  Paso?

I  th ; ink  tha t  i t  was  1886,  bu t  I  am not  sure  about  tha t .  I  th ink  tha t  I

can  look  th rough  some o ld  f j l es  and  f ind  ou t .

D id  Dav is ,  Bea l ,  and Kemp come to  E l  Paso w i th  your  fa ther?

They pa jd  h im a  sa la ry  fo r  a  wh i le  be fore  they  came to  E l  Paso.  Then they

took  h im in to  the  f i rm as  Dav is ,  Bea l ,  and Kemp.  t {a jo r  Dav is  was the

o ldes t  member  o f  the  f i rm and then Capt .  Bea l ,  and then my fa ther .

Why did they come to El  Paso?

To make  a  l i v ing .  I t  wasn ' t  too  lonq  a f te r  the  C iv i l  l da r  and  there  was

no money ' in  the  South ,  and they  had t r jed  these o ther  l j t t le  towns and they

jus t  d idn ' t  make  a  l j v ing  the re .  E l  Paso  was  a  new town.  The  ra i l road

had just  come through, and i t  proved to be a very good move for them. They

d , i l dn ' t  have  any  t roub le  mak ing  a  f  i v ing  here .  They  weren ' t  r i ch ,  bu t

then nobody was r j ch  in  the  South .

You ca l led  Mr .  Dav is ,  Ma jor  Dav is .  tdas  he  a  re t i red  Confedera te  so ld ie r?

He and Capt .  Bea l  were  bo th  re t i red  o f f i cers .  My fa ther  had been in  the

army but  he  was very  much younger .  He was a t  schoo l  a t  the  V i rg in ia  Mi l i ta ry

Ins t j tu te  and as  a  las t  resor t  ( l  can  hard ly  keep f rom weep inc l  when I  th ink

of i t )  s ixteen-year-o ' ld boys were cal led out by the Confederacy.  My father

vvas  one o f  them.  The pr iva t jons  were  te r r ib le  a t  the  t ' ime.  They  I j ved  on

parched corn  and any th ing  they  cou ld  ge t  to  ea t .  Every th ' ing  had been ru ' ined

by  the  Nor th  and the  so ld ie rs .  My fa ther  had grown up in  a  good home in

Gloches ter  County ,  V i rg in ia .  They  had s laves ,  bu t  he  went  th rough every

pr i va t ion  on  ear th  a f te r  the  C iv i l  War .  He  a lso  spen t  a  long  t ime jn  a

te r r ib le  Un ' ion  pr ison .  You read about  how bad the  Confedera te  p r isons  were



Whi te

M:

W:

M:

W:

but you never hear about the Union

honest men that ever I  ived and you

suf fe red .

Do you reca l l  what  p r ison  i t  was?

pr isons. My father was one of  the most

can ' t  imag ine  the  p r i va t ions  tha t  he

No.  Now,  Maury  cou ld  te l l  you  tha t .  He was c loser  to  my fa ther  because

he was a  boy  and my fa ther  to ld  h im more  th ings  than he  d id  me.  Maury

was f j ve  o r  s ix  years  o lder  than I  am.  When you th ink  o f  what  they  do  fo r

the  poor  peop le  now and th ink  o f  what  those poor  men went  th rough then w i thout

he lp  f rom any  source .  My fa ther ,  th js  p rom' is ing  young man,  s lep t  w i th  two

other young men on a mattress under the counter in a store when he f i rst

came to Texas.

Th is  was  in  Ca lve r t?

No,  th ' i s  was  in  one o f  the  o ther  smal l  towns,  and I  don ' t  know wh ' ich  one

i t  was .  He l i ved  in  many d i f fe ren t  towns and he  was o f ten  co ld  and hungry

and wet .  He surv ived every th ing  bu t  h js  hea l th  b roke .  He deve loped tuber '

cu los is .  I t  was  d iscovered a f te r  he  mar r ied  and had a  fami ly .  He had to

s top  prac t ic ing  fo r  a  wh j le  and go  away.

What  d id  Ma jo r  Dav js  and  Mr .  Bea l  l ook  l i ke?

I remember them very wel1.  They were both very impressive look' ing men. Maior

Dav is  d ied  ra ther  ear1y .  He was a  magn i f i c ien t  look ing  man as  I  remember

h im.  He  was  very  e legan t  in  h is  manners  and  h is  bear ing .  Cap t .  Bea l  ou t -

l i ved  my fa ther .  He was a  very  s t r i k ing  look ing  southern  man.  He was

ca l led  "The S ' i l ver  Tounged 0ra tor  o f  Texas" .  You don ' t  hear  much rea l

oratory now, but Capt.  Beal  was a real  orator.  My father was the younger man

and he  bore  the  brun t  o f  every th ing .  They  were  very  good to  h jm,  though.



t l lhi te

M:

W:

Tel  I  u 's  what  your  fa ther  I  oo ked I  i  ke.

l , . Je l l ,  he  was  no t  a  l a rge  man  and  he  had  a  mous tache .  He  was  ra the r  s tou t  and ,

I  wou ld  say ,  a  l i t t l e  unde r  f i ve  f ee t  e i gh t .  H j s  ha ' i r  was  t h j n .  He  had  a

ho r ro r  o f  go ing  ba1d .  H ' i s  ha i r  go t  t h inne r  and  th inne r .  I  r emember  tha t

my  s tepmothe r  had  a  l i t t l e  bo t t l e  o f  wh j te  ha i r  o in tmen t  and  eve ry  day  when

he  came  home  fo r  d i nne r  a t  two  o ' c l ock  she  wou ld  pou r  some  o f  t h i s  on  h i s

sca lp  and  rub  i t  i n  w i th  a  so f t  t oo thb rush  tha t  she  kep t  f o r  t ha t  pu rpose .

She  kep t  do ing  tha t  eve ry  day  and  he  neve r  wen t  ba ld .  I  don ' t  know wha t  i t

was ,  bu t  my  husband ,  D r .Wh i t e ,  t hough t  t ha t  j t  was  t he  massage  t ha t  d i d  i t .

He  sa id  tha t  i f  women  had  sho r t  ha ' i r  l j ke  men  tha t  t hey  wou ld  go  ba ld  because

tha t  i t  was  t he  pu l l i ng  and  b rush ing  t ha t  you  d i d  t o ' l ong  ha i r  t ha t  kep t

women  f rom go ing  ba1d .  Anyway ,  I  adv i se  a l l  t he  gen t l emen  tha t  I  know who

a re  go ing  ba ld  t o  ge t  some th ing  t ha t  wou ld  be  n i ce  t o  r ub  i n  t he i r  ha j r .

The  f i rm  o f  Dav i s ,  Bea1 ,  and  Kemp  was  one  o f  t he  mos t  s i gn i f j can t  l aw  f i rms

in  E l  Paso .

0h ,  yes ,  t hey  were  the  o ldes t  i n  Texas .

D id  they  no t  de fend  John  Se lman  fo r  murde r ing  John  Wes ley  l - l a rd in?

I  don ' t  t h i nk  so .

Do you recal ' l  any of  the j r  more famous cases?

l , r l e l l ,  t hey  had  a  l a rge  p rac t i ce  bu t  t hey  were  no t  c r im ina l  l awyers .  They

d id  wha t  my  son  does  now,  co rpo ra t i on  work .  They  were  the  a t to rneys  fo r  t he

Sou the rn  Pac i f i c .  They  d id  do  some c r im ina l  wo rk ,  I  know.

Do  you  reca l l  Mr .  T .T .  Toad?  I  have  seen  h i s  name assoc ' i a ted  w i th  the  f i rm .

I f  he  was  a  pa r tne r ,  he  came and  wen t  ra the r  qu i ck l y .

No .  i  don ' t  r emember  h im  and  I  don ' t  t h ink  the re  was  ano the r  pa r tne r .



Whi te

M:

Major  Dav ' i s  d ied  here  in  E l  Paso.  He l j ved  jn  a  beaut i fuJ  home near

ours .  I t  las t  be longed to  the  A.B.  Poes .  I t  has  been to rn  down.  My fa ther

was very devoted to Davis.  He had been very k ind to my father when he was

a young man. I  know that when my father became i l l  before he went into the

f i rm,  Ma jor  Dav is  ins ' i s ted  tha t  h is  sa la ry  be  pa id  s t ra igh t  th rough the

i l lness .  My fa ther  had been very  va ' luab le .  He went  to  a  l i t t le  town in

eas t  Texas  where  i t  was  coo l  and n ice .  He so ld  land there  because in  those

days  you weren ' t  supposed to  res t  when you had tubercu los is ,  you  s tayed busy .

He so ld  ranches  and t rave led  by  buckboard .  I t  must  have been a  rough l i fe

bu t  he  had to  work  because he  had a  fami ly .  Before  Major  Dav is  d ied ,  my

fa ther  went  to  h is  house and s tayed there  a t  n jgh t  and took  care  o f  h im ius t

l ' i ke  a  son.  N igh t  a f te r  n igh t  he  took  care  o f  h is  o ld  par tner  who had been

k ind  to  h im"

I  ga ther  tha t  Ma jor  Dav is  d id  no t  have a  fami ly .

Yes ,  he  d id .  He had a  daughter  and a  son.  The son was wor th less  and the

daughter  was se l f i sh  and f r i vo lous .  Before  dy ' ing ,  the  son s t ra igh tened up

and became a Texas Ranger.  He had several  chj ldren but I  don' t  know where

they  a re  now.  The  daugh te r  mar r ied  and  l j ved  jn  Ca l j fo rn ia .

Capta jn  Bea l  had a  very  n ice  fami ly .  He d ied  here  jn  E l  Paso w i th  h is

fami ly  a round h im.  He had th ree  o f  four  daughters  and some o f  h is  famj ly

i s  s t i l l  he re .

What  a re  some o f  your  ear l ies t  memor ies  about  E l  Paso? Do you reca l l  your

f i rs t  day  in  E1 Paso?

I  can ' t  remember  any th ing  abou t  tha t .  I  was  too  l j t t l e .  We l ' i ved  jn  a

f i t t le  th ree  room f rame house.  I t  was  a  ra ther  n jce  look ing  I ' i t t le  house,



Wh' i te

M:

l,.J:

M :

l,rj:

grass  jn  f ron t  o f  i t .  I t  was  on  San Anton ' io  and F lo rence s t ree t ,  where

the  E l  Paso Seed Company is .  My mother  d ied  when I  was  qu i te  smal l  a t  the

b i r th  o f  a  th i rd  baby ,  a  boy  who a lso  d jed .  She  had  los t  two  o ther  ch ' i l d ren

before  they  ever  came to  E l  Paso.  Then,  we moved to  a  l j t t le  adobe house

in  f ron t  o f  the  o ld  ja i l  wh ich  was down on Campbe l l  S t ree t .  Th js  was a  very

exc i t i ng  p lace  to  l i ve .

Is th is the one that was torn down two or three years ago?

Yes ,  j t  was  the  o ld  coun ty  ja i l  and  we l i ved  ac ross  the  s t ree t  f rom i t .

Your  fa ther  mus t  have  been  ab le  to  ge t  a  lo t  o f  bus jness ' l i v ing  the re .

I  don ' t  know tha t  he  took  tha t  k ind  o f  bus iness .  I  had an  unc le  who was

a deputy  sher i f f .  H is  name was Wi l l y  Maury ,  he  was my mother 's  b ro ther .

My mother 's name was Mary Lewis Maury.

Who was sher i f f  a t  tha t  t ime?

I  don ' t  remember  h is  name.  I  know jus t  how he looked;  he  had a  brown

beard .  I  th jnk  tha t  Windham has  a  p ic tu re  o f  h ' im.  He has  many p ic tu res

hang ing  in  h is  o f f j ce .  I  can ' t  th jnk  o f  fwhatJ  h is  name was b- r i t  l ^J i l l y  was  a

deputy  sher i f f  and  he  used to  ge t  jn to  a  lo t  o f  t roub le .  He was very  good

at  dn ink ing .  My mother  had four  o r  f i ve  very  f ine  bro thers  and Unc le

Wi l l y  was  the  gay  one.  My mother  was an  ange l  and she brought  h im out

here  to  re fo rm h im but  nobody ever  re fo rmed Unc le  Wi11y .  He was a t t rac t i ve

and w inn ing  bu t  he  wou ld  ge t  o f f  on  these too ts .  He never  had a  fami ly .

He was engaged be fore  he  came here  to  a  love ly  g i r l .  Her  mother  f ina l l y

to ld  her  tha t  she  cou ld  no t  mar ry  Wi l l y .

Do you remember anything that happened to your Uncle I ,J j l ly?

Yes ,  I  do ,  bu t  maybe  I  shou ldn ' t  te l l  j t .  l , . l e l l ,  anyway ,  the re  was  ano ther

M:

W:



l,lh i te

M:

W:

fami ' l y  tha t  l ' i ved  nex t  to  the  ja i l ,  the  Mar r  fami ' l y .  They  were  o ld

peop le- - I  mean,  a  p joneer  fami ly .  And W' i l1y  Mar r  was  my age.  hJe  used to

p lay  together  a  lo t .  One day  W' i l1y  came runn ing  in  and ye1 ' l ing  tha t  the

dev i l  was  coming and we had be t te r  h ide .  I ^ le l l ,  we ran  somewhere  and h id

and we cou ld  hear  p is to ls  go ing  o f f  in  the  a j r .  That  was  very  embar rass ing

to  my  fa ther ,  o f  course ,  because  i t  was  Unc le  l r l i l l y  f i r i ng  h is  p is to ls ' i n to

the  a i r .  He  d jdn ' t  do  any  harm,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  he  kep t  h is  job

very  long.  There  was a lways  lo ts  o f  exc i tement  bu t  you  can ' t  imag ine  what

1ove1y  peop le  l i ved  in  th i s  town.  They  l i ved  on  one  s jde  o f  town and  a l l

the  o thers  I  i ved  on  the  o ther .

Was there ,  in  essence,  a  r igh t  and wrong s ide  o f  the  t racks? Where  d id

these good peop le  l i ve  and where  d id  the  bad peop ' le  l i ve?

Wel l ,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  you  abou t  tha t  bu t  I  th ink  tha t  the  bad  peop le  l j ved

more ' in  the  south  end o f  town.  But  there  were  lo ts  o f  good peop le  who l i ved

in  the  south  end o f  town because they  had to  l i ve  somewhere ,  l i ke  we l i ved

in  the  l i t t l e  adobe  house  by  the  ja i l .  The  acequ ja  ran  r jgh t  th rough  town.

I t  ran  a long under  where  the  s idewalk  i s  now on San Anton io  S t ree t r  across

town and down in to  0 l i ve  s t ree t .  My fa ther  used to  i r r iga te  f rom i t .  We

d idn ' t  g row any  c rops  because  we had  such  a  sma l l  p lace ,  bu t  he  d jd  i r r i ga te

our  f ron t  yard .  The peop le  across  the  s t ree t ,  a  Jewish  fam' i ' l y ,  owned ha l f

a  b lock  and they  had a  b ig  o rchard  and some vegetab les .  The acequ ia  f lowed

past the Magoff in orchard which came almost to our house on the other s ' ide

o f  the  s t ree t .  They  had a  b ig  o rchard  and a lso  grew some vegetab les ,  bu t

i t  was  ren ted  ou t  to  the  Ch inamen.  The Ch inese ra ised the j r  c rops  there

and so ld  them a l l  a round town.  They  had grapes ,  app les ,  peaches,  and a l l



t , t jh' i te

M :

W:

k inds  o f  th ings .  I  rea l l y  don ' t  ever  remember  the  acequ ia  go ing  d ry  bu t  I

suppose  tha t  j t  d id  in  be tween,  l i ke  the  i r r i ga t ion  d i t ches  do  now.  When

I  was  a  ch i ld ,  I  wa lked  ac ross  i t  every  day  to  a  p r i va te  schoo l .

Where  d id  peop ' le  ge t  the i r  d r ink ing  water?

The dr ink ing  water  was te r r ib le .  They  go t  j t  f rom the  r j ver  and you can ' t

imag ine  any th ing  harder .  I  remember  look ing  a t  i t  under  a  g lass  one t ime

and see jng  a1 l  k ind  o f  w jgg ly  th ' i ngs .  My  fa ther  had  a  Mex jcan  f j l t e r .  I t

was  in  a  f rame and i t  was  made o f  vo lcan ic  s tone .  I t  was  t r iang le  shaped .

You poured tha t  awfu l  wate l in to  j t  and  i t  f i l te red  th rough.  Th is  we used

fo r  our  d r ink jng  wate r  then .

D id  the  peop le  take  the  water  f rom the  r i ver  in  buckets  o r  d id  they  d ig  we11s?

We go t  ours  f rom a  we l l .  A  man d r i l l ed  j t  and  took  care  o f  i t ,  bu t

the water vvas so hard.  I t  must have been impure but I  don' t  remember anyone

ge t t ing  s i c l l .  Peop le  hau led  wate r  in  tanks  f rom Deming .  Mos t  fo l ks  used

th is  fo r  the j r  d r ink ing  water  and the  o ther  water  was used fo r  wash ing

c lo thes  and  so  on .  Those  were  rea l  p r jm i t i ve  days .

You ment joned some o f  the  very  n ice  fami l ies  here .  Do you reca l l  the ' i r

names ?

Yes,  i  knew them a l l .  The Magof f in  fami ly ;  severa l  Paynes,  the  F loyd  Paynes;

h is  w i fe  d ied  jus t  a  shor t  t ime  ago .  H is  n iece  s t i l l  l i ves  here ,  Mrs .

0sborn ;  she  is  0wen l , r lh i te 's  s ' i s te r .  Her  fa ther  was Dr .  Whi te .  The Knee lands ;

the  McAfees- -he  was w i th  the  bank .  Mrs .  McAfee 's  famj ly  were  p ioneers  bu t

they  d idn ' t  l i ve  here  long  and  npved  on  the  M6x ico .  She  d jdn ' t  ge t  mar r ied

unt i l  a f te r  she  was grown but  she  a ' lways  kept  in  very  c lose  touch w ' i th  her

parents .  There  was a lso  the  She l ton  fami ly ;  my bro ther  [ t4aury ,  mar r ied  a

M .

trj :
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Shelton. There were the Howes. They more or 
' less 

stayed together;  they

were very ref ined and they entertained more formal 1y than they do now.

Every th ing  was done ' in  the  n ices t  way .

M:  You ment ioned the  l lago f f ins .  What  was your  persona l  op in ion  o f  Joseph

Magof f in?  l , rJha t  k ind  o f  an  ind iv idua l  was  he?

l , ' l :  He had a  long beard  down to  h is  be l t .  He was a  very  c lose  f r iend  o f  my

fa ther .  He  vvas  a  good  c i t i zen ;  a  good  man.  I  knew h is  who le  fami l y ,  Jos ie

and J im.  They  had tha t  huge house.  I t  has  enormous rooms.  The wa l ls  a re

two fee t  th ick .  They  en ter ta ined a  grea t  dea l .  Mrs .  Magof f in  was a  grea t

person to  he lp  a l l  the  newcomers ,  to  inv i te  them in .  When my husband came

here ,  he  d idn ' t  know anybody bu t  he  had two le t te rs ,  one to  my fa ther  and

one to  the  Magof f ins .  Mrs .  Magof f in  go t  ho ld  o f  h im and made h ' im purchase

a dress ,  te l l ing  h jm tha t  he  had to  go  to  par t ies  i f  he  wanted  to  meet  any-

body. She was the kind of  person who made the young people do what they

ought to do and to meet the best people in town. They were a ' lways giv ing

par t ies .  They  had  a  lo t  o f  c ' i v i c  fee l  i ng .

The Judge was mayor two or three t imes. 0f  course, I  was very young

then.  /n t  t f ra t  t ime lwe used to  go  to  the  P laza  and l i s ten  to  the  band

p lay  on  Fr iday  and Sunday n igh ts .  I t  was  a  g rea t  th in !  to  have a  da te  take

you there .  One a f te rnoon I  was  s i t t ing  on  the  porch  and I  d i ,dn ' t  have a

date  and the  o ld  judge went  by  on  h is  horse  and he  ca l led  to  me,  say ing  he

was tak ' ing me to the park.  He told his wi fe af terwards that al l  the other

g i r l s  had da tes  and a  n ice  g i r l  l i ke  Ann je  Kemp was neg lec ted .  The boys

d idn ' t  have enough sense to  ask  her ;  so  he  d id  the  honors .  i  was  embar rassed

for  anyone to  see me.  A l l  the  o ther  g i r l s  had da tes  and here  I  was  w i th
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t he  Judge .  Bu t  I  t hough t  t ha t  j t  was  such  a  cu te  th ing  fo r  h im  to  do .

Mos t  o f  t he  young  peop le  i n  t own  wou ld  go  on  F r iday  n igh t  and  Sunday

a f te rnoon .  Somet imes  the re  was  a  m i f i t a ry  band ,  bu t  mos t l y  i t  was  the

McGin ty  Band .  The  pa rk  had  l o t s  o f  t r ees  and  f l owers  and  g rass  and  i t

l ooked  be t te r  t han  i t  does  now.  They  a l so  had  a  pond  bu t  I  don ' t  know

when  the  a l f  i ga to rs  came he re .

The  She ldons  were  a  ve ry  n i ce  fam i l y ,  sou the rn .  I  t h jnk  they  were

f rom M iss i ss i pp i .  M rs .  l ^1 .D .  Hano ld  i s  a  She ldon ,  and  Mrs .  Pe r reno t .  They

a re  a l 1  qu i t e  p rom inen t  soc ia11y .  Mr .  Hoo ten ' s  ch i l d ren  a re  l 4 r .  She ldon ' s

g rea t -g rea t  g randch j l d ren .  The re  were  a  l o t  o f  t hem.  They  had  f i ve

daugh te rs .  One  o f  t hem d ied  ve ry  ea r l y  and  l e f t  two  ch i l d ren .  Bu t ,  t he re

a re  a  l o t  o f  g randch j l d ren .  They  used  t o  t e l l  a  s t o r y  abou t  Mr .  She ldon ,

who  had  so  many  g randch i l d ren ,  t ha t  once  wh i l e  s i t t i ng  i n  t he  pa rk  i n  Ke rn

P lace ,  a  l j t t l e  boy  came  up  and  he  was  so  n j ce  and  po f i t e  t o  Mr .  She ldon

tha t  t he  o ld  man  was  cha rmed .  He  to ld  the  l i t t l e  boy  tha t  he  was  awfu l l y

n i ce  and  wan ted  to  know who  he  be lonqed  to .  The  ch i l d  t hen  to ld  h im  tha t

he  was  h i  s  g randson .

I  knew 0wen  Wh i te  ve ry  we l l .  H i s  f a the r  was  Dr .  Wh i te .  He  was  a  sma l l

man ,  ve ry  educa ted ,  and  cons ide red  a  ve ry  good  doc to r .  He  was  a  ve ry  f i ne

man ,  ve ry  much  l oved  as  a  phys i c i an .  H i s  daugh te r  s t i l l  l i ves  he re ,  bu t

0wen  d ied  a  good  many  yea rs  ago .  0y ren  go t  h j s  s ta r t  w r j t ' i ng  he re .  I

t h jnk  tha t  he  wro te  the  book ,  OUT 0F  THE DESERT,  he re .  He  improved  g rea t l y

i n  h i s  w r i t i ng  as  he  wen t  a1ong .  He  became  a  ve ry  good  w r i t e r ,  bu t  he  wasn ' t

a lways  accu ra te  as  he  m igh t  have  been .  H js  own  s i s te r  t o ld  me  tha t  w r i t e rs

wr i t e  t o  make  a  good  s to ry  and  no t  t o  t e l l  t he  t ru th .  He  made  lo t s  o f  money ,

and  he  was  a  ve ry  smar t  man .  I  imag ine  tha t  he  was  happy  when  he  l re f t  he re
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and went  back  eas t .  He was very  ambi t ious  as  a  wr i te r .  I  used to  see h im

f rom t ' ime to  t ime whenever  he  wou ld  come here  fo r  a  v is i t .  He mar r ied  a

g i r l  f rom New York  whose name was Haze l .  He d ied  up  there .

D id  you know the  Greets?  Capta in  Greet  was  qu j te  an  in te res t ing  person.

Yes ,  he  was  a  man jus t  fu l l  o f  charm.  H is  w i fe  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve .  She  was

the  s is te r  o f  one  o f  ou r  f i r s t  Ep ' i scopa l  m jn is te rs .  H is  daugh te r  i s  s t i l I

a l i ve  and  I  th ink  tha t  she  teaches  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y .  The  f i r s t  man she

marr ied  was k i l led  in  an  au tornob i le ,  I  th ink .  They  had one I  i t t le  g ' i r1  .

The second man she mar r ied  was She ldon Ha l l .

You ment ioned the  Ch inese a  wh i le  ago.  Do you reca l l  any th jng  about  them?

There  was a  b ig  co lony  o f  them and they  were  f ine  c i t i zens .  They  fought

among themselves sometimes but they never bothered anybody else.  Everybody

l i ked  the  Ch jnese.  A l l  the  laundrymen we had were  the  Ch inese.  Many o f

them worked fo r  the  Amer ican fami l jes .  My famj ly  had a  Ch inese cook  fo r  a

long  t ime,  and  as ' long  as  he  l i ved  he  was  a  f i ne  cook  and  a  good  c i t j zen .

I  read a  p iece  once where  Judge B lacker  made the  remark  tha t  down in

Wash ing ton  Park ,  when some o f  the i r  own peop le  were  ac t ing  up ,  they  wou ld

t ry  them in  the i r  own kangaroo cour t  and wou ld  hang them in  the  s t ree ts .

I  never  heard  o f  tha t ;  bu t  o f  course  there  wasn ' t  any  Wash ing ton  Park .

I  do  th ink  they  d isc ip l ined  each  o ther  p re t t y  we l l .  As  I  reca l l  they  a l l

l i ved  down in  south  E l  Paso.  That ' s  where  the  Mex icans ,  most  peop le  who

were  no t  Ang lo-Saxons,  1 jved .  They  d ' id  some in te rmar ry ing  because there

were not many Chinese women there.  The men al l  came to America to make a

l i v ing  and expec ted  to  go  back ,  bu t  many o f  them never  d id .  t , . le  had a  f r iend

who adop ted  a  l i t t l e  Ch inese  boy .  (No ,  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  she  cou ld  adop t
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h im because he  had to  be  adopted  by  a  Ch inese fami ly . )  Anyway,  h is  unc le

who brought  h im hene le t  her  keep h im because he  wanted  h im to  learn  Engf  i sh

and she had been a school  teacher.  He stayed with her for  the rest  of

his l i fe.  He and my younger brother,  Herndon Kemp, were great f r iends;

they  p layed together .  I  can ' t  ca l l  h i , s  name.  He d ied  about  two years  ago

and he  le f t  Herndon a  l j t t le  b i t  o f  money.  When Mrs .  McGowen d ied ,  she

had  taken  h im ou t  to  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and  he  s tayed  r igh t  w j th  her .  She  d ied

and she le f t  h im every th ing  tha t  she  had.  h lhenever  Herndon wou ld  go  to

Ca l i fo rn ia ,  he  wou ld  see  h im.  I  don ' t  th ink  the  Ch inese  le f t  E l  Paso ;  I

th ink  tha t  they  d ied  ou t .  Some o f  them' in  the i r  o ld  age  went  back  to  Ch ina .

My fa ther 's  par tner ,  Capta in  Bea l ,  had a  Ch inaman whom we a lways

ca l led  Juan.  He was a  wonder fu l  person.  He f i ved  w i th  them so  long as

Capta in  and Mrs .  Bea l  kep t  house.  Then he  l j ved  w j th  one o f  the  daughters

and he  prac t ica l l y  ra ised  Nann je 's  ch i ld ren .  I  rememben somebody cornp ' la in ing

once  abou t  a l l  these  young  g i r l s  go ing  to  the  mov ies  w i th  a  Ch inaman.  Nann ie

rep f  ied  tha t  he  had ra ised her  and tha t  he  was more  s t r i c t  w i th  Nancy  than

she  was  and  they ,  the  g i r1s ,  wou ld  be  we l l  taken  care  o f .  Be l ieve  me,

Nancy  had to  wa lk  s t ra igh t  when Juan was there .  Then Mr .  Joe  l l i l l i ams,

Nann ie 's  husband,  d ied  and she moved up  the  va11ey somewhere  and they

ra ised ch ickens  and a  l i t t le  garden.  Juan s tayed w i th  her  fo r  a  long t ime.

He was a  wonder fu l  gardener  and an  accompl ished cook .  He was a  rea l

charac ter .  A f te r  he  go t  o1d,  he  go t  th js  th ing  about  the  o ld  count ry  and

went  back  to  Ch ina .  A t  f i r s t  many C l l inese came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  bu t

quotas  were  soon in  e f fec t  and many o f  them cou ldn ' t  ge t  in .  So,  the

Ch inese  d ied  ou t .
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I  gather  f rom some of  the area newspapers that  they were d iscr iminated '

aga  i  ns t  .

They may have been but  I  donr t  know.  I  do know that  people were fond of

them. My father  had Chjnese f r iends and they were devoted.  They were

g rea t  peop le  to  g i ve  p resen ts .  They  used  to  g i ve  us  th ings  f rom Ch ina  a t

Chr i s tmas .  I f  t hey  go t  j n to  t roub le  they  wou ld  come to  my  fa the r  and  he

would help them. I  remember once when my brother  Maury was young,  he was

the County At torney and he had to prosecute.  And he walked in to the cour t -

room to prosecute a Chinese and my father  walked in to the room to defend

the  Ch inese .  Maury  d idn ' t  unde rs tand ,  he  asked  my  fa the r  why .  My  fa the r

sa id  tha t  t he  Ch inaman  d jdn ' t  have  any  money  and  he  fe l t  t ha t  someone  ough t

t o  de fend  h im .  Fa the r  won  h i s  case .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  Ch inese  had  t he i r

own  mayor  and  t r j ed  each  o the r  bu t ,  o f  cou rse ,  t hey  were  sub jec t  t o  t he  l aw .

I , . l e  mon t ioned  Judge  B lacke r .  Wha t  d id  he  l ook  l i ke?

He  was  a  ve ry  impos jng  l ook ing  man .  He  had  a  b ig  wh j te  nnus tache .  I  knew

a l l  t he  B lacke rs  bu t  I  neve r  knew them we l l .  As  I  remember ,  he  was  an  o ld

man  when  I  f i r s t  saw h im.  H js  name vvas  A l l an  B lacke r .  He  had  a  daugh te r

tha t  I  knew we l l .  She  taugh t  schoo l  he re .  He  had  th ree  daugh te rs  and  one

son .  A i l een  was  the  one  tha t  I  knew.  She  was  abou t  my  age .  Mamje  was  i

ano the r .  D i ck  was  a  depu ty  she r i f f  he re  fo r  a  l ong  t ime .

The  Cadwa l l ade rs  we re  an  o l d  f am i l y ' i n  t he  va11ey .  They  had  a

daugh te r ,  Grace ,  who  mar r i ed .  I  t h ink  tha t  Mark  Cadwa l l ade r  j s  a  fa rmer

down there.  He is  a very good farmer.  He would be an o ld man now. A

f r i end  o f  m ine ,  Mrs .  Eas te r ,  m igh t  be  ab le  t o  t e l l  you  j f  he  i s  s t i l l  a l i ve .

She  was  a  Po rche r .  He r  f i r s t  name i s  L ' i l a .  Mark  wan tdd  to  mar ry  my  f r i end
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Li la ,  bu t  she  mar r ied  someone e lse .  Tommy,  h is  nephew,  wou ld  be  ab le  to

te1l  you anything that you want to know. Hjs fami ly came here very ear1y.

The Cadwal laders  were  good peop le .  The o ld  man was qu i te  a  sc ien t j f i c

fa rmer ;  he  used to  exper iment  w j th  th ings .

Do you reca l l  the  v i ' l l age  tha t  used to  be  where  Kern  P lace  is  now? I ' ve

heard  tha t  i t  was  an  Ind ian  v i11age,  bu t  some say  tha t  i t  was  a  Mex ican

sett l  ement.

I t  was  never  an  Ind ian  v i1 ' lage ;  i t  was  jus t  the  poor  l lex icans .  A  man

named S to rm owned a l l  tha t  l and .  He  wou ldn ' t  se l l  i t  and  I  j us t  cou ldn ' t

imag ine  why.  Somebody sa id  tha t  he  was k ind  and tha t  he  jus t  d idn ' t  want

to  bo ther  those peop le .  I  th ink  tha t  he  co l lec ted  ren t  f rom them.  I  don ' t

know how they got water.  For many years before Stormsvi l le became a sett le-

ment ,  the  on ly  th ing  up  there  vvas  a  l i t t le  s tone house where  some peop le

named F' lcKel l igon l ived. The boys used to have a horse and buggy and they

drove to  schoo l  every  day .  Maury  cou ld  have to ld  you a l l  about  them.  They

were very good people as far  as I  know. I  never heard anything about them.

I  don ' t  know how they  go t  water .  I  guess  they  hau led  j t .  You know,  i t

was  a  g rea t  th ing  to  hau l  water .

How d id  tha t  se t t lement  o f  poor  Mex icans  ge t  s ta r ted  then?

We1 ' | ,  S torm d jed  and I  suppose he  le f t  h is  money to  somebody and they  so ld

the  land.  Then Kern  came a long bu t  he  se t t led  in  Kern  P lace  and there  was

no th ing  on  the  r im fo r  a  long  t ime.  I  th ink  tha t  S to rmsv ' i l l e  was  s t i l l

there  when Kern  came a1ong.  I  don ' t  remember  hear ing  about  any  t roub les

when the  Mex ' i cans  were  moved ou t  o f  there .  You cou ld  see a l l  these l i t t le

hu ts  f ronr  E l  Paso.  I  v ' rou ldn ' t  be  surpr ised  i f  they  d idn ' t  come down in to

town and do  some s tea l inq .
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Switching from some of the good people to some of the bad peop' le,  do you

recal I l lom Powers?

Yes ,  he  was  a  b ig ,  handsome,  f i ne - look ing  man w i th  one  o f  those  b ig  mous taches .

He was qu i te  heavy  se t .  He was compact ;  he  d idn ' t  look  fa t .  He was med ium

in  he igh t .  Everyone l i ked  Tom Powers .  He was a  good fe l low even though

he was a  sa loon keeper  and a  gambler .  Somethey l i ked  and some they  d idn ' t

l i ke ;  bu t  he  was a  very  ou t -go ing  person.  I  remember  Mann ing  C lements

was  k i l l ed  in  h is  sa loon .  Bu t ,  I  don ' t  remember  tha t  i t  was  Tom Power ' s

sa loon;  I  th ink  i t  was  jn  Joe Brown 's  sa loon.  He was the  bar tender  there .

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  anybody ever  knew fo r  sure  who k i l led  h im but  i t  was

thought  tha t  i t  was  Joe Brown.  I  a lso  th ink  tha t  everybody wanted  Mann ing

Clements  k i l led .  I t  seems tha t  he  was a  very  undes i reab le  person.  i  ius t

remember hear ing about him. The remarks that I  heard made were most ly made

by my brother,  Maury.

Do you recal  1 seeing Pat Garret t?

0h yes ,  he  l i ved  no t  fa r  away f rom our  house on  0 l i ve  S t ree t ,  ius t  one

b lock .  He was a  man.  I  remember  how impressed I  was  w i th  h im.  He was

Col lec to r  o f  Cus toms and I  th jnk  he  was pre t ty  popu lar .  l4aude Aust in  and

I  go t  in to  t roub le  a t  the  br idge one t ime.  We d idn ' t  t ry  to  smugg le  any-

th ing  bu t  we t r jed  to  b r ing  some th ings  home,  th ink ing  tha t  we were  so

' important that  they wouldn' t  charge us any duty.  l r le were young gir ls

then.  They  t r ied  to  charge us  and we had spent  a l l  our  money in  Judrez .

They  had beaut j fu l  th ings  over  there  tha t  you  cou ldnr t  buy  here ,  g loves  and

beaut i fu l  s i l ks .  There  were  lo ts  o f  respec tab le  women here  who smugg led

things back but my father was very f i rm about the law and we were al l  to ld
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tha t  we were  never  to  do  j t .  Maude and i  d idn ' t  t ry  to  smugg le  bu t  we

d idn ' t  have any  money le f t  and they  took  our  th ings  f rom us .

I  don ' t  know i f  you  have ever  heard  o f  Unc le  Joe Po l la rd .  He was a

drugg is t  here ,  a  very  we l l  respec ted  peFson.  He was sor t  o f  unc le - in - law

to  a l l  o f  us .  We went  to  Unc le  Joe and to ld  h im what  happened and we

wanted to  know what  we cou ld  do  about  i t .  He to ld  us  to  go  see Pat  Gar re t t .

l , t je went to see him in the customs house which was where Kress' is now on

0regon St ree t .  He was so  po l i te  and such a  gent leman.  He go t  our  th ings

back  fo r  us .  I  was  very  much impressed w i th  h im because I  had heard  lo ts

o f  s to r ies  about  h ' im.  He was mar r jed  to  a  Mex jcan.  He was very  we l , l  l i ked .

He wasn ' t  a  k j l l e r ;  he  was  a  law o f f  i ce r .  He  d idn ' t  k i l l  B i l ] y  the  K id

because he wanted to.  He was a desperado and eventual ' ly  somebody had to

k i l l  h l1m.  Peop ' le  have  t r ied  to  g lo r i f y  B i l l y  bu t  the re  wasn ' t  any  g lo ry

abou t  h im.

At  tha t  t jme,  was ' i t  cus tomary  fo r  the  men to  f requent  the  pros t i tu tes?  I ' ve

heard that Garret t  consorted with a very wel l  known prost i tute and I  wonder

i f  you  know who tha t  cou ld  be?

No,  I  don ' t  know tha t ,  bu t  I ' l l  t e11  you  what  two  bad  l i t t l e  g i r l s  d id

once.  I  never  had any  push to  me but  I  was  cur jous  and I  wanted  to  know

th ings .  Ros je  hJ indsor  was  a  f r i end  o f  m ine ;  her  fami l y  was  Eng l i sh .  Ros je

was quj te a horsewoman and she always could get a horse and bugoy from

somewhere .  They  were  poor ,  bu t  they  had the  bes t  t imes.  Ros je  and I  went

fo r  a  r ide  one day .  Pat  Gar re t t  appeared a long the  road w i th  a  h igh-s tepp ino

horse  and  a  h igh-s tepp ing  lady  in  w j th  h im.  I f  you  te11  tha t  donr t  a t tach

my name to  i t .  I  know lo ts  o f  th ings  tha t  I  wou ldn ' t  want  my name l inked
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w i th .  Ros ie  wanted  to  fo l low them because she ident i f ied  the  par t ies  as

Pat  Gar re t t  and Mrs .  Hunt .  So,  I  thought  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  fun .  They  went

th is  way and then tha t  way  and there  we were ,  r igh t  beh ind  them.  They

had a  te r r ib le  t ime shak ing  us .  He wasn ' t  supposed to  be  ou t  w i th  l t { rs .

Hunt .  I  guess  tha t  she  had a  husband,  bu t  I  don ' t  know.  h le  fo l lowed them

a 1ong ,1ong  way .  When they  found  tha t  they  cou ldnr t  shake  us ,  we  los t

in te res t ' in  the  game.  My fa ther  wou ld  have g iven me a  beat jng  i f  he  had

known tha t  I  had done tha t .  I  don ' t  reca l l  Mrs .  Hunt 's  f i r s t  name but

she was a  good- look ing  woman.  Pat  wou ldn ' t  have bo thered w i th  her  i f  she

hadn ' t  been.  I  on ly  remember  see ing  her  tha t  one t ime;  I  never  saw her

aga in .  I  don ' t  th ink  she  l ' i ved  in  the  Tender lo in  d is t r i c t .  Th js  took

p lace  down in  the  Wash ing ton  Park  a rea .  We d idn ' t  ge t  c lose  enough to  them

for  h lm to  say  any th ing  to  us .  I  wou ld  never  have had enough courage to  do

tha t  on  my own;  bu t  Ros je  wou ld  have done any th ing .

As  I  remember  h ' im,  Pat  Gar re t t  a lways  looked very  n ice .  He was a  dark

man and i f  he  had a  moustache i t  was  very  smal ' l  .  He was very  n ice  look ing

bu t  he  looked  l i ke  a  p jc tu re -book  man.  We d idn ' t  ge t  c lose  enough  to  see

whether  o r  no t  he  wore  a  gun.  He had severa l  ch i ld ren ;  one o f  them was a

b l ind  daugh te r ,  bu t  I  don ' t  know whether  he  had  t roub le  w i th  h is  w i fe  o r

no t .  She  was  a  ve ry  n ice  g i r1 .  She  a lways  reminded  me o f  He len  Ke l le r .

She  used  to  s jng i  she  had  a  beau t i fu l  vo ice .  I  th jnk  tha t  she  was  a  g i r l

o f  some b ra ins .  The  o ther  ch i ld ren  I  d ' i dn r t  know.

What  was the  genera l  fee l ing  about  the  g i r l s  tha t  l i ved  down in  the  Tender -

lo in  D is t r i c t?

t , r l :  0h,  horr ib le.  They did have beaut i fu l  homes, so they say. Magoff in was the

bes t  s t ree t  in  town.  I t  wasn ' t  paved br i t  i t  was  what  was ca l led  'macadamized '

L I

M:
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The lad jes  used to  r ide  by  our  house.  I  never  wou ' ld  have known who they

were but there was always some l i t t le gir l  who knows and I  went to school

w j th  Eva Knee land.  Eva had a  love ly  mother  bu t  Eva knew every th ing  and she

used to  po in t  them out  to  me.  They  had the  most  s ty l i sh  r jgs  in  town and

they  used to  d r ive  by .  That ' s  where  I  learned who some o f  them'were .

D id  you  ever  see  T i l l i e  Howard?

No,  I  donr t  th ink  tha t  I  ever  d id .  I  do  know tha t  the re  was  a  T j l l i e

Howard .  I  a lso  remember  tha t  there  was an  Et ta  C lark .  Now,  one o f  those

two women mar r jed  a  man named George 0gden and bu i l t  a  b ig  house on  San

Anton jo  S t ree t .  There  was a lways  a  bad l i t t1e  g i r l  who wants  to  dare  any-

th ing .  0 f  course ,  we  were  never  a l lowed down ' in  tha t  d i s t r i c t .  I  remember

tha t  one  t ime,  we  went  to  a  b ig  par ty  a t  Mrs .  Campbe l l ' s ;  they  had  a  b ig

p lace  and were  among the  bes t  to  do .  A f te r  the  recept jon ,  we had h j red  a

horse  and buggy f rom the  l i very  s tab les  fo r  the  recept ion ,  and a f te r  j t

was  over  one o f  the  g i r l s  suggested  tha t  we r ide  down Utah St ree t .  I  d jdn ' t

want  to  do  i t  a  b i t  because I  had four  b ro thers  and they  migh t  hear  about

i t .  I t  was  the  mos t  dar ing  th ing  I  ever  d id .  I  cou ld  see  tha t  the re  were

some handsome houses  on  i t  bu t  no th inq  e lse .  I  don ' t  remember  when i t  was

that they ran the gir ls out of  there.  Someone asked my grandmother where

the  g i r l s  had sca t te red  and she to ld  them tha t  she  thought  ius t  a round the

corner .  Some o f  them rea l l y  go t  ou t .

D id  E l  Paso go  a l l  the  way to  the  r i ver?

Yes,  p re t ty  much to  the  r i ver .  Many Mex jcans  l i ved  down there .  A l l  o f  tha t

was  ca l led  Ch ihuahu i ta .  I  don ' t  know i f  they  s t i l l  ca l l  i t  t ha t .  To  ge t

to  Judrez ,  we had to  use  tha t  l i t t le  s t ree tcar  o r  we wa lked across  the  br idge.
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M .

I  th ink  tha t  the  one in  the  park  now was used on  Magof f in  S t ree t .  They  had

another  s t ree tcar  tha t  took  peop le  to  Ju6rez  bu t  I  be l ieve  tha t  one was a

l j t t l e  b ' i gger  than  the  one  in  the  park .  Ju6rez  was  rea l  sma l l ,  bu t  i t  came

pre t ty  much  to  the  r i ve r ,  too .  For  a  long  t ime i t  was  much  sma l le r  than

El  Paso.  There  were  beggars  a l l  over  the  s t ree ts .  There  was a  lo t  o f

pover ty  the re ,  bu t  the re  shou ldn ' t  be  because  j t  i s  a  b ig  f l ou r j sh ing  c i t y .

l ^ le  used to  ge t  beaut i fu l  s i l ks  by  the  yard ,  f ine  per fumes,  and n ice

g loves  fo r  about  ha l f  o f  what  you wou ld  pay  here .  Women wore  bus t les .  My

fa ther  wou ld  have been fu r ious  i f  he  had known tha t  a  lady  who l i ved  here

and taught school  once took me to Judrez wi th her.  The women used to

smugg le  a  lo t .  Anyway,  I  don ' t  know why she took  me w j th  her ,  i  was  jus t

a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  g i r1 .  She  bough t  a l l  these  yards  o f  s i l k  and  then  she

p inned  them' in  under  her  sk i r t  to  look  l i ke  a  bus t le .  She  b rough t  a l l

these things home that way. Every now and then, they wou' ld search women

and they  wou ld  ge t  in to  t roub le  and there  wou ld  be  a  b ig  hu l laba loo ,bu t

she made i t  th is  t ime.  My fa ther 's  s t r i c t  ins t ruc t ions  were  fo r  us  no t  to

get  any th ing  over  there  tha t  we d idn ' t  pay  fo r .  I  know tha t  women d ' id  tha t

a  lo t .

The men d id  some,  too .  Windham l j kes  to  te l l  about  the  gent leman who

was the  Sen ior  Warden in  the  church .  He went  over  to  Judrez  and f i l l ed  h is

ta l l  ha t  w i th  c igars  and brought  i t  back  and they  searched h im and found

the  c igars .  Nobody seemed to  th ink  tha t  i t  was  very  bad to  smugg le .  The

laws weren ' t  very  s t r i c t ,  bu t  we weren ' t  a l lowed to  smugg ' le  any th ing .

I  read somewhere that at  one t ime, they t r ied to make the Mexicans take a

bath before they came over here.
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W: I  can  te1 l  you  about  tha t .  That ' s  when they  had a  te r r ib le  scare  about

typhus  fever .  I t  was  supposed to  come f rom the  b i te  o f  a  louse and th is

o ld  doc tor  had been b i t ten  and deve loped the  fever  and had d ied .  Then my

husband became the  hea l th  o f f i cer ,  Dr .  Hugh Whi te .  He was a  grea t  man to

get  r id  o f  d iseases .  He c leaned ou t  a l l  the  smal lpox  so  tha t  they  never

had any  more  smal lpox  here .  They  had a lways  had smal lpox  and they  kept  what

they  ca l led  the  pes t  house to  keep the  pa t ien ts  in .  l ^ lha t  my husbar id  d id

was to  ga ther  up  the  Mex icans  by  the  bus load and ba thed thdm in  d is in fec tan t

a t  the  br idge and he  wou ldn ' t  le t  anybody come over  un less  they  go t  a  ba th .

He a lso  go t  a1 ' l  the  Mex icans  he  cou ld  tha t  l j ved  here  in  E l  Paso.  Because

of  tha t  nobody go t  typhus .  I  remember  h im coming home and say ing ,  "You

know,  ln lex icans  are  the  gent les t  peop le  jn  the  wor ld . "  He had l i ved  in

V i rg in ja  where  the  Negroes  were .  " I f  I  had  t r ied  to  take  bus loads  o f

Negroes ,  I  wou ldn ' t  be  here  now."  The Mex ' i cans  saw the  sense in  th is

and they went.

I  reca l l  a lso  tha t  every  now and then,  there  wou ld  be  a  b ig  campaign  to

stop the Plex' ican women from bathing nude in the r iver.

[ ]  don ' t  remember  tha t ,  bu t  maybe they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  the  men to  work  when

the women were bathing.

You ment ioned tha t  your  husband had w iped ou t  smal lpox  in  E1 Paso?

Yes ,  he  d id .  He  jus t  se t  up  a  campa ign  
' l i ke  

he  d id  w i th  the  t yphus .  There

had a lways  been smal lpox  and he  had the  pes thouse.  I f  you  had smal lpox ,

you had to  take  the  fami ly  member  ou t  there  fo r  spec ia l  nurs jng  and hang

out  a  ye11ow f lag  and keep the ' ,peop1e in  your  house and no t  1e t  anyone come

near .  He sa id  there  was no  reason fo r  sna l lpox .  He loaded h is  o f f i ce  w i th
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ivo ry  po in ts  abou t  an  inch  long  wh ' i ch  had  the  vacc ine  on  i t .

was scratch the person's arm. He got everybody in town to do

he went  down among the  Mex icans .  They  were  supers t i t ious  a t  t

Ail

i t .

he

they  d id

Then,

t ime,  many

o f  them,  and  they  wou ldn ' t  be  vacc ina ted ;  they  wou ld  h ide  ou t .  An  o ld

Catho l i c  p r ies t  came to  my husband and to ld  h im tha t  they  t rus ted  h im and

i f  he  wou ld  g ive  h im po in ts  tha t  he  wou ld  do  i t .  He  d id  j t  and  tha t  go t

r id  o f  smal lpox  fo r  the  nex t  four teen years .

The pes thouse was jus t  a  l i t t le  f rame house run  by  John Conner .  He

had been a  nurse  and when the  pa t ien ts  went  ou t  there  i t  was  h is  job  to  look

af te r  them.  The pes thouse was on ly  fo r  sma11pox.  They  ca l led  j t  the

pes thouse because tha t  was  jus t  how peop le  regarded i t ,  jus t  hor r ib le .  I t

i s  the  most  hor r ib le  death l  I  don ' t  know where  /The pes thouseZwas loca ted .

Probably not very far  out,  but  j t  seemed far to us in the horse and buggy

days .

What  k jnd  o f  hosp i ta ls  d id  they  have then?

In  the  beg ' inn ing ,  be fore  I  can  remember ,  they  had what  was ca l led  the  Lad ies

Hosp ' i ta l .  I  have on ly  heard  o f  i t .  The lad ies  o f  the  town went  down to

the  hosp i ta l  jn  south  E l  Paso and nursed peop le .  They  took  tu rns  do ing  i t ,

so  j t  cou ldn ' t  have  been  much  o f  a  hosp i ta l .  Then ,  they  te l l  me there  was

a house that had been torn down on North Santa Fe Street that  was the hospi ta l

But ,  as  I  remember  i t ,  the  f i rs t  hosp i ta l  was  the  S is te r ' s  Hosp ' i ta1  on

Nor th  E l  Paso St ree t .  I t  was  a  b ig  two-s to ry  house tha t  the  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty

opened.  La ter ,  there  was Hote l  D ieu .  My husband rece ived h is  med ica l  t ra in -

' ing  a t  the  Med ica l  Co l lege o f  V i rg in ia .  He came here  about  1905,  I  th ' ink .

When he came to th is part  of  the country most of  the men who came had

tubercu la r  t roub les ,  as  he  d id ,  bu t  he  go t  we l l  r i gh t  away .
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Mrs .  Wh j te ,  we  have  en joyed  ta l k ing  to  you  and  we  wou ld  l i ke  to  come back

and  t a l k  t o  you  more .  We  wou ld  l i ke  t o  t a l k  t o  you  abou t  t he  m i l i t a r y  and

the  po l i t i c s  and  many  o the r  t h i ngs .

I  remember  when  Fo r t  B l i ss  had  on ' l y  one  o f f i ce r .  I t  had  been  a  good  s i zed

post  but  became a company of  Negroes and one of f icer .  There was great

exc i temen t  when  a  new handsome o f f i ce r  a r r i ved .  The  pos t  was  where  i t  i s

now.  When  I  used  to  go  s tay ,  I  wen t  because  Maureen  Loughborough ' s  fa the r

was  the re  and  she  was  j n  my  g rade  a t  schoo l .  Be fo re  tha t  t hey  had  a  good

many  young  o f f i ce rs  and  i t  was  qu i te  gay .  We used  to  go  to  pa r t i es  ou t  t he re

and  the  young  men  came to  the  pa r t i es  i n  t own .  Cap ta in  Bea l ' s  daugh te r ,

Nann ie ,  t o ld  abou t  t he i r  wan t ing  to  go  to  a  dance ,  bu t  t hey  had  no  way  to

get  out  there.  They had no money and the hacks to  rent  were too expensive.

So  M jke  Ne f f ,  who  mar r j ed  Cap ta in  Bea l ' s  daugh te r ,  t o l d  t hem tha t  s i nce  h i s

fa the r  owned  the  j ce  house  tha t  he  cou ld  ge t  a  ho rse  i f  t hey  cou ld  ge t  a

buggy  somewhere .  Mrs .  B r i t t on  Dav js  was  one  o f  t he  few  r i ch  peop le  i n

town .  She  had  a  ca r r i age ,  and  they  b roke ' i n to  he r  ba rn  and  took  the  ca r r i age

and  h i t ched  i t  up  to  the  i ce  wagon  ho rse  and  wen t  t o  the  pa r t y .  They  had

to  pass  the  i ce  house  and  when  they  go t  t he re ,  t he  ho rse  d ' i dn ' t  wan t  t o

pass ' i t ,  bu t  t hey  f j na l l y  f o r ced  h jm  on  and  t hey  a l l  had  a  f i ne  t ime .  Mrs .

Dav is  neve r  d id  know tha t  t hey  had  he r  ho rse .  I  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  t he  young

people now know how to have a good t ime.  Everyth ing is  so easy for  them.

They  d idn ' t  do  any  ha rm,  they  d idn ' t  hu r t  t he  ca r r i age ;  t hey  i us t  bo r rowed

j t .  I  w ' i sh  t ha t  you  cou ld  have  hea rd  one  o f  t he  g ' i r 1s  t ha t  wen t  t e l l  i t .

Tha t  was  one  o f  t he  funn ies t  t h ings  tha t  I  eve r  hea rd .

Lo t s  o f  t he  bu i l d i ngs  a t  Fo r t  B l j s s  a re  s t i l l  s t and jng  t ha t  we re  s tand ing

then .  The re  were  a l so  l o t s  o f  t en ts  the re .  The  new l i eu tenan t  t ha t  caused
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a l l  the  f lu r ry  was Ju l ian  Dodge.  Capta in  Loughborough was in  cornmand o f

the post.  We had no means of  conveyance but they had a buckboard there and

what  they  ca l led  an  ambulance,  a  seated  a f fa j r  tha t  had seats  a long the

s ides .  Mrs .  Loughborough loved to  be  w i th  the  young peop le  and she wou ld

get  th is  ambu lance and come to  town and ge t  a1 l  the  young peop ' le  jn  i t  and

we wou ld  go  a ' l l  over  town.  They  had lo ts  o f  t roub le  w i th  those Negroes ,

bu t  they  qu ie ted  down a f te r  a  wh j le .  The co lone l  was  a  p re t ty  good d isc i -

p l ina r ian .  I t  was  on ly  w i th  the  so ld ie rs  tha t  we  had  t roub le ;  we  had  a  good

c lass  o f  Negroes  in  town.  They  worked as  jan j to rs  and around.  The reason

that we never had many Negroes was that there were too many Mexicans to do

the  jobs .  0 ld  Tom Gr igsby  was the  jan i to r  in  the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank  and

they  have  h is  p ic tu re  hang ing  up  a long  s ide  o f  a l l  the  o f f i c ia l s .  H is  w i fe

was sor t  o f  a  midwi fe .  She took  care  o f  a l l  the  women who were  hav t ' rng

bab ies .Theywerea l1goodcooks ,andsomeof themworkedaround jn the

homes,  bu t  there  wasn ' t  a  good many o f  them.

I  wro te  a  s to ry  once about  Eva Knee land fo r  the  Co lon ia l  Dames,  wh jch

is  an  organ iza t ' ion  to  wh jch  I  be long.  A l l  I  knew was what  Eva to ld  me and

she sa ' id  a  very  beaut ' i fu l  woman l j ved  jn  one o f  those houses  on  Utah  St ree t

named Gypsy  Davenpor t ,  and as  Eva expressed i t ,  "who ley  and u t te r ly  beaut i -

fu l . "  Eva 's  mother  was a  very  cu l t ' i va ted  woman and Eva knew a l l  the  b ig  words .

So,  she to ld  me about  Gypsy  and I  thought  tha t  I  wou ld  g ive  any th ing  i f  I

cou ld  see her , ,  Wel l ,  there  were  some beaut i fu l  women here  bu t  I  had never

seen anybody who was that beaut i fu l .  When the women were ordered to c lear

ou t ,  Gypsy  went  to  some o ther  s ta te ,  I  th ink  tha t  i t  was  Ind ' iana,  and

nobody heard anything about her.  Then one day my brother Maury was s ' i t t ' ing
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i n  h . i s  o f f i ce  and  a  n i ce  gen t l e ,  l i t t l e  o l d  l ady  came  i n  and  wan ted  t o  t a l k

to my father ,  who had been dead for  some years then.  She to ld  Maury that

he  had  hand led  some bus iness  fo r  he r  when  she  l ' i ved  he re .  She  sa id  tha t

he re  name was  Mrs .  F i t zge ra ld  and  she  wan ted  h jm  to  he lp  he r  because  she

had some proper ty  here.  Maury sent  for  my brother  Page and Colber t  Coldwel l ,

who  had  j us t  gone  i n to  the  rea l  es ta te  bus iness .  They  esco r ted  th i s  l i t t l e

o ld  l ady  a round .  By  tha t  t ' ime  Maury  had  found  ou t  who  she  was .  The  o the r

two  were  such  gen t l emen  tha t  he  d ' i dn ' t  t e l l  t hem.  Then  she  pa ' i d  Maury  and

went  on back to  where she had come f rom and he d idn ' t  hear  f rom her  anymore.

Then  one  day ,  a  n ' i ce  young  coup le  came in  and  sa id  tha t  t hey  had  been

lef t  some proper ty  by the ' i r  aunt  and wanted to  see i t .  Maury to ld  them that

he  wou ld  be  ve ry  happy  to  he lp  them.  They  d idn r t  know who  the j r  aun t  had

been.  They sa jd that  she had been very prominent .  Maury at tended to a l l

t he  bus iness  and  then  l ea rned  tha t  t hey  had  b rough t  t he i r  aun t ' s  body  back

to bur ied in  El  Paso and they wanted a n ice funera l  wj th  some prominent  men

to  be  pa l l bea re rs .  Maury  d jdn ' t  know wha t  t o  do  bu t  he  dec ' i ded  tha t  he  was

go ing  t o  f i x  a l l  t hose  o l d  f e l l ows .  So ,  he  ca l l ed  up  l t l r .  Manny  Tu rne r ,  a

bus iness  man  who  worked  a t  t he  S ta te  Na t jona l  Bank ,  and  Dr .  J im  Braddy ,  and

Mr .  Henry  Ke11y ,  who  had  a  f j ne  fam i l y i  he  mar r i ed  E l i zabe th  Ke l l y  who  was

the  l i b ra r i an .  He  d i dn ' t  t e l l  t hem who  she  was  bu t  he  t o l d  t hem tha t  t hey

remembered  Mrs .  F i t zge ra ld .  0 f  cou rse  they  cou ldn ' t  r emember  he r  bu t  he

to ld  them to  d ress  i n  b lack  su ' i t s  and  wear  wh j te  g loves  and  tha t  he  wan ted

i t  to  be a n ice funera l .  They agreed to come and pretend to  know who she

was .  The  Ep iscopa l  m ' i n i s te r  spoke  and  eve ry th ing  wen t  o f f  we l l .  I t 'was  a

long  t ime  be fo re  Maury  to ld  them who  Mrs .  F i t zge ra ld  was .  He  go t  more  fun
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ou t  o f  t ha t .  I  t h j nk  t ha t  t hey  bu r i ed  he r  ou t  a t  Conco rd ja  because  I  don ' t

t h ink  tha t  t he re  was  an  Eve rg reen  then .

I  t h ink  tha t  T i l l i e  Howard  mar r i ed  George  0gden .  He  was  the  son  o f  an

o ld  r espec ted  Ge rman  f am i l y  he re  who  d id  ve ry  we ' | 1 ,  bu t  he  wasn ' t  I j ke  t hem

or  he  wou ldn ' t  have  mar r i ed  tha t  women .  He  t ^ l as  a  b ig ,  f l o r i d  l ook ' i ng

man  who  looked  l i ke  he  m igh t  j us t  be  tha t  t ype  o f  pe rson .  Mos t  o f  my  con -

tempora r i es  neve r  hea rd  abou t  t h i ngs  l i ke  t h i s .  The  reason  t ha t  I  d i d  i s

because  I  d idn ' t  have  a  mo the r .  My  mo the r  d jed  when  I  was  two  yea rs  o1d .

I  d id  have  a  wonder fu l  f a the r  who  wa tched  ove r  me  the  bes t  he  cou ld .  I  had

a  s tepmothe r  bu t  t ha t ' s  no t  t he  same as  a  mo the r .  I  used  to  run  a round

the  ne ighbo rhood  and  j us t  l i s t en  t o  peop le  t a l k ,  and  t hese  o the r  g ' i r ' l  ' s

mo the rs  wou ldn ' t  l e t  t hem run  a round .  I  d j dn ' t  go  anywhe re  t ha t  wasn ' t

n ' i ce  bu t  I  hea rd  these  o the r  peop le  ta l k  and  I  l ea rned  a  l o t  o f  t h ings

tha t  way .  One  t h ' i ng  I  f ound  ou t  was  t ha t  peop le  d i dn ' t  l i ke  ch i l d ren  who

asked  ques t i ons ;  I  d i dn ' t  ask  ques t i ons ,  I  j u s t  l j s t ened .  I  suppose  t ha t

I  appea red  ve ry  dumb  and  t hey  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  I  wou ld  t ake  t h i ngs  i n ,

so  t hey  t a l ked ;  bu t  I  t ook  i t  a l l  j n .

I  r emember  tha t  t he  l j t t l e  Ch inaman 's  name was  Chung  Magown.  He  was

pas t  s i x t y  when  he  d j ed .

There  was  F lesa  S t ree t  and  S tan ton  S t ree t ,  bu t  I  guess  tha t  Mago f f i n

S t ree t  was  the  ma in  res iden t i a l  s t ree t  i n  t own .  The  K rause  house  on  S ' tan ton

i s  one  o f  t he  o l des t  he re .  Ou r  o l d  house  on  Mago f f i n ' i s  s t i l l  t he re  bu t  i t

l ooks  awfu l  now.  The  t t ' l ago f f i n ' s  house  i s  s t i l l  t he re  bu t  t he  g rounds  have

a l l  gone  down .  M iss  Jos ie  i s  pas t  90 .  The re  i s  nobody  the re  now bu t  he r

and  he r  daugh te r ,  0c tav j a ,  and  you  don ' t  ge t  se rvan t s  l i ke  you  used  t o .
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They  had  a  re t i nue  o f  se rvan ts .  As  a  young  1ady ,  Jos ie  was  a  ve ry  p re t t y

g i r l .  J jmmy was  a  ve ry  handsome young  man .

Those  were  g rea t  days .  I  neve r  t hough t  o f  t hem as  p i c tu resque  because

people made fun of  Texas.  l , r le  were supposed to be crude peop' le .  ln lhen I

wou ld  go  eas t ,  I  used  to  ha te 'bo  say  I  was  f rom Texas  because  I  knew tha t

they  wou ld  say  rude  th ings  and  make  c rude  remarks .  The  n i ce  peop l re  he re

weren ' t  c rude .  You  cou ldn ' t  f i nd  more  re f j nemen t  anywhe re .  The re  wasn ' t

much  o f  i t ,  bu t  t hose  peop le  c l ung  t oge the r .  Men  rd i dn ' t  wan t  t he ' i r  w j ves

to  run  a round  and  assoc ja te  w i th  a l l  k i nds  o f  peop ' l e .  I  r emember  tha t  we

had  a  ne ighbor  on  Mago f f i n ;  t hey  were  ve ry  good  peop le  bu t  ve ry  o rd ina ry ,

no t  much  re f j nemen t .  The  s i s te r  was  go ' i ng  to  be  mar r j ed  and  we  were  a l l

i nv i t ed  to  the  wedd ' i ng .  My  s tepmothe r  sa id  tha t  she  ough t  t o  ge t  ready

bu t  my  fa the r  sa id  tha t  he  was  c ro ing  and  tak ing  me  bu t  he  d idn ' t  wan t  he r

to  go .  They  were  no t  bad  peop le  bu t  t hey  j us t  we ren ' t  t he  k ind  o f  peop le

tha t  he  wan ted  h ' i s  w i fe  to  assoc ia te  w ' i t h .  l ^ Jhen  she  d id  go  ou t ,  she  wen t

w i t h  he r  own  k i nd .

Our  houses  were  ve ry  coo l  i n  t he  summer .  Our  o ld  house  on  Mago f f i n

had  ce i l i ngs  t ha t  we re  12  f ee t  and  5  i nches  h i gh  w i t h  a  t a l l  sh i ng led  roo f .

We  a l so  had  shade  t r ees .  I n  t he  w jn te r ,  we  bu rned  mos t l y  coa l .  The  b i g

rooms  w i th  the  ta l l  ce i l i ngs  were  co ld  i n  t he  w in te r .  Our  coa l  came by

t ra jn  f rom somewhere  a round  Ga11up ,  New Mex ico .  Some o f  i t  came f rom the

eas t  and  i t  was  awfu l l y  expens j ve ,  bu t  i t  was  n j ce  to  come in  and  the  f i r e -

p ' l aces  were  go ing .  I  r emember  how cheer fu l  j t  was ,  bu t  t he re  was  l o t s  o f

work  i nvo l  ved .
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