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Mr.  Erno Torok
In terv ' iewed by
September 22,

Leon C.  Metz
1969

LM:  Wha t  does  To rok  mean  in  Hunqar ian?

ET :  Tu rk .

LM: Are your  ancestors f rom Turkey?

ET:  Tu rkey  occup ied  Hungary  fo r  abou t  one  hundred - f j f t y  yea rs

peop le ' s  names  go t  m ixed  w i th  the  Hungar ian  names .  The re

named  To rok  Szen tm ik los  and  To rok  Ba l  i n t .

and

are

the  Turk i  sh

v i  1  1  ages

LM:

ET :

LM:

F T .

LM:

ET:

LM:

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET :

LM:

F t '

Where were  you born ,  Erno?

In  a  border  town up near  the  Rumanian  border  in  Hungary .

How" is  i t  spe l led?

M-a- r -m-a- r -o -s -s -z - ' i -g -e - t .  I t  i s  near  the  Carpa th jan  Mounta ins .

And when were you born?

In  1908 ,  January  B th .

Did you I  ive on a farm as a youngster or was this a b ' ig town?

was the town?

I t  was  a  border town o f  about  th ree  or  four  thousand.  I  l ' i ved

not on a farm. My father was a lawyer.

Was he  in  p r iva te  p rac t ice  or  was  he  a  government  o f f i c ' ia l?

He worked wjth the government.

What  about  your  mother ,  was  she jus t  a  housewi fe?

Yes ,  she  was  a  housewi fe .

D id  you have any  bro thers  o r  s is te rs?

Two s is te rs .

Are  they  s t i l l  l i v ing?

No.  E lv i ra  and  Lenke .  Thev  were  o lder  than  me.

How b ig

i n  a  town,



Toro k

LM:  Wi th  your  fa ther  be ing  a  lawyer  in  th is  town,  I  imag ine  tha t  you  were

among the  e l i te  o r  be t te r  c lass .

ET:  In  the  be t te r  c lass .

LM:  How long d id  you go  to  schoo l  there?

ET: I  was only four years when we lef t .  t^ le moved to Budapest,  my mother

and  the  ch i  I  d ren .

LM:  Your  fa ther  d idn ' t  qo  then?

ET:  No .

LM:  What  d id  your  mother  do? What  suppor ted  you in  Budapest?

ET:  ln le l l ,  she  had money and fo r  awh i le  she worked in  an  o f f i ce .

LM:  What  a re  your  ear ly  memor ies  o f  Budapest?

ET: 0h, we moved there when I  was four.  When I  was f ive,  I  went to elementary

school  r  Vou know. Then I  went to high school  and then to the dental

school  .  At  the same t jme, you ' learn 
a t rade. Then I  had to go to the army.

Coming back  to  Budapest ,  what  k ind  o f  schoo l ing  d id  you have?

There  were  s ix  e lementary  schoo ls .  You cou ld  d rop  ou t  there  or  go  on  to

h igh  schoo l ;  mos t  wen t  on  to  h igh  schoo l .  They  had  an  op t ion .  You  cou ld

go in to  t rade or  go  to  the  un ivers i ty .  I  went  jn to  t rade.  The on ly  th ing

was,  I  had to  go  to  schoo l  ,  the  denta l  schoo l  ,  fo r  th ree  years .

LM:  Why d idn ' t  you  become a  
' lawyer  ' l i ke  your  fa ther?

ET:  i  d jdn r t  I  i ke  i t ;  I  don ' t  know why .  I 'm  a  s t ra  jgh t  man.

MDT:  Bes ides ,  I  th ink  h is  in te res ts  were  spor ts .

ET:  Yes ,  I  was  most ly  in te res ted  in  spor ts .

l -M:  We l l ,  d id  you  go  r igh t  i n to  den t ' i s t  schoo l  o r  d id  you  par t i c ipa te  in

sports ?

I  d id  bo th  a t  the  same t ime.

LM:

t r T .
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LM:

ET :

LM:  Was i t  tha t  compl ica ted? I  mean,  I  don ' t  know any th ing  about

ET:  I t  was  jus t  s t ra igh t  den t i s t  work .

LM:  D id  you work  on  peop le  o r  ius t  make p la tes?

ET:  No,  i t  was  a l l - -anatomy o f  the  head,  func t ' ions  o f  the  tee th- -

MDT:  As  fa r  as  I  can  seeo  i t  was  jus t  l j ke  a  course  fo r  den t i s ts .

LM:  And ye t ,  you  were  no t  a  dent is t?

Le t ' s  ge t  t he  den ta l  t h ing  f i r s t .  Wha t  made  you  dec ide  to  be  a  den t i s t?

I  had a good f r iend who had an of f ice and he asked me i f  I  wanted to  learn

tha t  t r ade .  I  wa t ched  h im  and  I  l i ked  i t .

LM:  How o ld  were  you then?

ET:  Abou t  n ine teen .

LM:  For  a  man who l i kes  spor ts ,  i t  seems l i ke  a  ra ther  s low occupa t ion .

ET: No, in Europe you want to be a good tradesman and a good sportsman at

the same t ' ime.

I t ' lDT:  And pro fess iona l  spor ts  a re  no t  rea l l y ' l i ke  they  are  over  here .  I t  wasn ' t

rea11y  se l f -duppor t ing .  You had to  go  in to  some k ind  o f  t rade.  Every

boy  was expec ted  to  go  in to  a  t rade.  And h is  spor ts  was jus t  someth ' ing

ex t ra .  That  i s  how i t  worked.  So he  had to  go  in to  a  t rade;  and as  he ,

sa id ,  he  was k ind  o f  in te res ted  jn  work ' ing  w i th  h is  hands  because he

has  good  ab j l i t y  w i th  h is  hands .

LM:  What  e lse  wou ld  you have done i f  you  hadn ' t  gone in to  dent ' i s t ry?

ET:  I  p robab ly  wou ld  have s tayed w j th  coach ing .

LM: How many years d ' id you study in the dent ist  t rade?

ET:  Three years .

l i ke  a  den t i s t .

MDT:  And  ye t  ove r  t he re . . .  Te l l  t hem abou t  t he  s ta tus  o f  a  den ta l  t echn ic ian



Toro k

over  there .  You cou ld  work  in  the  mouth  whereas  you can ' t  over  here .

ET:  You  takeanexamina t ion  and  ge t  a  den t i s t ' s  t i t l e .  I f  you  go  to  the  den ta l

co11ege ,  you  a re  a  doc to r .  And  i f  you  don ' t  go  to  the  co l lege  then  you

are  jus t  a  dent is t .  The on ly  d i f fe rence was,  I  went  to  t rade schoo l  fo r

th ree  years  and the  dent is t  co l lege was four  years ;  jus t  one year  tn tas

MDT:

ET:

MDT:

Ll4:

ET:

LM:

the  d i f fe rence.

So you were  ca l led  a  dent is t  over  there ,  no t  a  doc tor?

But  no t  a  doc tor .

So there 's  a  subt le  d i f fe rence.  In  o ther  words  anyone over  here  who is

a  den t i s t  i s  a l so  a  doc to r .

Bu t  you  cou ld  work in  peop le ' s  mouth ,  pu11  tee th  and  f i l l  t hem?

Every th ing  bu t  opera te .

Where  was your  job  in  economic  s tandards? D id  i t  pay  we l l  o r  was  i t

jus t  average?

ET:  I t  pa id  we l l .

ET :

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

Then af ter  you took the examinat ion,  you opened your own 1ab where you

made tee th ,  d idn ' t  you?

Yes .

D id  you have peop le  coming to  your  o f f i ce?

Not  there ,  I  d idn ' t  have t ime.  I  was  p lay ing  soccer  a t  the  same t ime and

I  had my bus ' iness .

l ,Jhat year did you graduate?

In  1927 .

When d id  you s ta r t  p lay ing  soccer?

At  four .

Apparent ly everybody pla.yed soccer.
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ET:

Toro k

LM:

ET :

MDT:

MDT:

ET:

MDT:

MDT:

ET:

MDT:

Jus t  l i ke  k i ds  p l ay  baseba l l  he re  j n  Amer i ca .  Some t imes  we  d idn ' t  have  a

ba l l ,  we  wou ld  make  i t .  l , l e  wou ld  make  i t  ou t  o f  o l d  socks ,  any th i ng  t ha t

was  round  so  t ha t  we  cou ld  k i ck  i t .

D id  t he  schoo l s  have  t eams  a l so?

Yes ,  t hey  had  teams ;  we  p layed  f r i end l y  games  w i th  each  o the r  and  then  w i th

o the r  schoo l s  l i ke  t he  h i qh  schoo l s  he re .

The Communis t  Par ty ,  in  1918,  they  took  over  the  year  a f te r  the  Russ ian

Revo ' lu t ion ,  apparent ly .  Then what  happened?

Then the  Hungar ian  peop le  fo rmed a  wh j te  a rmy and th rew them out .  Then

the Horthy government came jn.

Was the  Hor thy  government  Soc ja l j s t?

No,  j t  was  no t  Soc ia l j s t .

Was i t  monarchy?

No, i t  was between them, you know.

A democracy?

Almost  a  democracy ,  w i th  a  p res ident .

What  was h is  name?

MDT:  You have to  remember  tha t  Erno 's  g rowing  up  years  were  dur jng  the  f i rs t

wor ld  war .  He was born  in  1908 and the  waF was in  1914.  So you see,  he

was jus t  a  k id  and th ings  were  very ,  very  hard  in  Hungary  because they

were a defeated country.

LM:  Do you reca l l  any th ing  about  the  war?

ET:  I  can  remember  in  1918 when the  Communjs ts  took  over  Hungary .

MDT:  The Communis ts  took  over  Hungary  fo r  th ree  months .

LM:  l r jas  th is  Communis t  Russ ia  o r  ius t  the  Commun ' is t  Par ty?
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ET:  Hor ty  o r  Hor thy  l l i ck l  os .

MDT:  In  Hungary ,  your  name,  f i rs t  name js  las t .  L ike  Erno wou ld  be  Torok  Erno.

That 's  why  he  sa id  Honthy  Mick los .  That  was the  reg ime they  were  under .

LM:  Coming back  to  soccer ,  d id  many k ids  want  to  go  in to  p ro fess iona l  soccer ,

o r  were  you an  except ion?

ET:  In  Hungary ,  there  are  over  50 ,000 teams.  Every  town has  th ree ,  four  c lubs ,

you know.  I  imag ine  tha t  Budapest  has  about  f i ve  thousand teams.

MDT:  What  happened,  d id  you jus t  p lay  amateur  un t i l  you  were  good enough to

p1 ay profess' ional  ?

ET:  I  s ta r ted  l i ke  an  amateur  and then the  manager  came to  me,  i f  I  wanted  to

p lay  in  a  b ig  c ' lub .  I  was  ius t  a  youngster .  Every  team has  a  Jun io r ,

a  second. lun io r ,  f i r s t  Jun ' io r  and f i rs t  team,  and second team.  I f  you

were  good enough fo r  the  Jun ' io rs ,  then they  pu t  you  in  the  f i rs t  team.

0n1y th ing ,  the  p layer  cannot  p lay  in  the  Jun io rs  anymore .  I  p layed good

enough and they kept me.

How long were  you on  the  team,  how long d id  you p lay?LM:

ETJ

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

About three years.

Where  d id  you p lay?

Everywhere in Europe except England. We

Pol and .  tn le d j  dn'  t  go to Russ ia .

Then you were ' in jured?

I  was in ju red  and I  had an  opera t ion  on

What  year  was th is?

1931 .

Then you became a coach?

went  to  France,  Germany,  I ta1Y,

my knee.
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ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

Righ t  away I  went  to  coach in  Ut rech t ,  Ho l land.

How d ' id  a  Hungar ian  team get  i  n  Ho l  I  and?

I t  wasn ' t  a  l . lungar ian  team;  I  jus t  coached in  Ho l  land .

You coached one year and then what?

I came home and the army got me.

D id  you open your  o f f i ce?

My o f f i ce  was open.  I  had somebody work ing  there .

D id  you s ta r t  work ing  aga in?

I  came back  to  my t rade and then the  army go t  me aga in  in  in  1935.

D id  you do  dent is t ry  in  the  army?

No,  I  was  in  the  regu la r  a rmy.  And then a f te r  two yearsn  I  go t  o f f  th ree

months .  Then I  was  ca l led  back  fo r  occupat ion .  h le  go t  back  the  te r r i to ry

that before belonged to Hungary-- the northern part  and the southern part .

What  i s  th is ,  you  sa ' id  someth ing  about  rega in ing  some captured  te r r j to ry?

Wor ld  ln la r  I I  hadn ' t  s ta r ted  ye t ,  had ' i t?

I t  started r ight  there.  Af ter World l , r lar  i ,  Rumania got a part  f rom Hungary,

the  Czechs  go t  a  par t  o f  Hungary ,  and the  Yugos lavs  go t  par t  o f  Hungary .

In 1938, we got the northern part  back f rom the Czechs.

D id  you take  i t  back  by  f igh t ing?

No,  no ,  we ius t  go t  i t  back  th rough negot ia t ' ions  w i th  H j t le r .  Then we go t

j t  back  f rom Ruman ia  and  f ina l l y  we  go t j t  back  f rom the  Yugos lavs ,  the

southern  par t ,  o1d Hungary ,  you l .know.  And when th js  was over  (about  1941

in  the  spr ing)  tha t  fa l l  o f  I94 I ,  I  go t  d ra f ted  aga in  and sent  to  Russ ia .

You go t  ou t  o f  the  army in  1941?

Yes,  fo r  a  few months ,  then I  was  ca l led  in to  the  army and went  to  Russ ia ,

They draf ted you again ' into the army?

LM:

LM:

LM:



ET:

Torok

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET :

LM:

ET :

Not  rea l l y  d ra f ted ,  they  cou ld  ca l l  you  back  in to  the  army any  t ime they

wanted to .  I t  was  l i ke  the  reserves .

At  th is  t ime had Germany a l ready  dec la red  war  0n  Russ ia?

Yes.  I  go t  in  the  army in  the  fa l l  194 I .

D id  they  send you to  a  camp fo r  more  t ra jn ing  or  what?

In  Hungary ,  the  group be longs  to  a  un i t  and they  know what  they  have to

do.  A f te r  we were  ca l led  up  we had two months  to  ge t  the  who le  company

together  and they  sent  us  to  Russ ia .

Where  in  Russ ia  d id  they  send you?

To K iev .  Tha t  i s  c lose  to  the  Po l i sh  border .

Were you part  of  a German outf j t?

No,  tha t  tn tas  separa te ;  th is  was a  comple te ly  Hungar ian  ou t f i t .  l , r Je  were  sent

to  Bres t  and P insk  and Minsk .  They  are  a l ' l  Russ ian  names.

D id  you  do  any  f igh t ing  here  o r  was  the  f igh t ing  tha t  c lose?

No,  we were  fo l low ing  the  Russ ' ians  and mov ing  back ,  and they  were  mov ing

so  fas t  we  cou ldn ' t  ca tch  them.

MDT:  Mov ing  back  to  S ta l  ingrad?

ET:  No,  to  K iev .  The f igh t ' ing  s ta r ted  above K iev ,  a t  Gomel ,  Kharkaov ,  and

f in i shed  up  to  S ta l ing rad .

MDT:  Was  i t  j us t  the  Hungar ians  tha t  were  push ing  the  Russ jans  back?

ET.  No ,  no t  jus t  Hungar ians ,  Germans ,  too .

MDT:  Push ing  them back  to  S ta l ingrad?

ET: No, to Kiev,  Gomel and Kharkov and the Rostov and then Stal ' ingrad.

MDT:  You were  tak ing  care  o f  the  par t i sans  about  tha t  t ime, too ,  weren ' t  you?

ET:  No .  They  o rgan ized  a f te r  the  occupa t ion ,  the  par t i sans .

Lttl:

t rT .
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LM:  Where  was your  f i rs t  combat?

ET:  Above  K iev .

LM: What happened there?

ET:  There  was about  twe lve  hours  f igh t ing  and then the  Russ ians  d jsappeared.

LM:  What  d id  you do  in  the  ba t t le?

ET:  I  was  w i th  the  a rmored  tank  d iv i s ion .  Panzar .

LM:  ldas  th is  w ' i th  the  German d iv is ' ion?

ET:  No ,  Hungar ian"

LM:  Swi tch ing  around a  m ' inu te ,  d id  you have any  fee l ings  about  the  war ,  the

r igh t  o r  wrong o f  i t ,  o r  the  Germans? 0r  the  Russ ians?

ET:  No.  When you are  up  there ,  a  so ld ie r  i s  a  so ld ie r  and you do  bes t  what  you

can fo r  your  count ry .  There  js  no th ing  po l i t i ca l l y .  In  the  army you are

no t  a  c i v i l j an .  I t ' s  two  d i f fe ren t  wor lds  when  you ' re  in  the  a rmy,  you ' re

an  a rmy man.  The  c jv i l i ans  canno t  touch  you .

MDT:  So  you  d idn ' t  th ink  as  a  c i v j l i an?

ET:  No.  When you are ' in  the  army,  you are  in  the  army.

LM:  So what  happened a t  th js  ba t t le  above K iev?

ET:  The Russ ians  nrcved back ,  d isappeared.

LM:  Were  you  f i r i ng  a  r i f l e  o r  a  cannon?

ET:  Each group has  a  commandant  w i th  four  tanks .  I  d i rec ted  the  four  tanks .

MDT: l l lhat  were you, sergeant?

ET:  No ,  I  was  a  l i eu tenan t  w i th  an  in te l l i gence  s t r ipe .

LM:  A f te r  the  ba t t le  o f  K iev ,  d jd  i t  ge t  tougher ,  the  advance?

ET:  No .

LM: Where did you go from there?

ET:  To  Sta l  ' i ngrad .
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LM:

ET :

LM:

LM:

ET :

10

I  don ' t  r eca l l  when  t ha t  ba t t l e  a t  S ta l i nq rad  was .

1943-44.

t^ lhat  happened at  Stal ingrad?

I  don ' t  know too  much.  I  was  on ly  there  th ree  days .

In  the  town?

LM:

Two or  th ree  mj les  ou ts ide .  I  go t  another  ass ignment  because I  knew pre t ty

fa i r  German and I  became a  cour ie r .  I f  the  Germans had a  p1an,  i t  had  to

be co-ord ina ted  w i th  the  Hungar ian  army and tha t  was  what  I  was  do ing .

What  t ranspor ta t ion  d id  you have?

Anyth ing  tha t  was  mov ' ing .  I  went  w ' i th  the  t ra ' in .  I f  you  have an  open

order  paper ,  you  can use any  army veh ic le .  I  went  on  any th" ing  go ' ing .

MDT:  Te l l  them about  your  exper jences  on  the  t ra in .

ET:  Th js  was  the  f i r s t  t ime  go ing  on  a  t ra in .  The  t ra in  was  go ing  I  don ' t  know

where ,  K jev . . .  We were  go ing  f i ve  o r  s i x  hours  and  the  t ra in  go t  b las ted ,

dynami ted ,  I  was  jn  the  th r ' rd  car  f rom the  eng ine .  A f te r  tha t ,  when I  had

to  t rave l  by  t ra in ,  I  never  sa t  c lose  to  the  eng ine .  I  wou ld  s i t  a t  the

end  o f  the  t ra in  and  mos t  o f  the  t ime i t  was  a  f re iqh t  ca r .  I  wou ld  r ide

w ' i th  the  t roops  and I  wou ld  say ,  "0kay ,  boys ,  open the  door . "  You know,  they

have b ig  s ide  doors .  They  ask  me why.  I  sa ' id ,  "You know when a  tna in  ge ts

b las ted ,  the  ca rs  s ta r t  p i l i ng  up .  Mos t  ra ' i l road  t racks  were  up ,  w i th

wate r  o r  a  swamp on  the  s ide .  Then  you  watch  wh ich  s ide  i s  tu rn ing .  I f

i t  t u rns  to  the  1e f t ,  you  iumped to  the  r igh t  s ide . "

These  were  jus t  I ' i ke  ca t t l e  ca rs ,  open .  And  ins tead  o f  r i d ing  f i r s t  c lass

w i th  the  o f f i ce rs ,  wh ich  was  a  su re  way  to  ge t  k j l l ed  w i th  the  par t i sans

bombjng,  Erno  wou ld  go  in  the  back  o f  the  f re igh t  t ra in  and te l l  the  boys  to

open  the  doors  and  they  wou ld  s i t  r i gh t  i n  the  doors .  And  tha t ' s  why  he 's
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f  i v i ng  t o  t e l I  t he  t a l e  now ,  you  see .

LM: So you were a cour ier  between the Germans and the Hungar ians and you rode

a  t ra in  back  and  fo r th  be tween  the  two  f ron ts?  So ,  you  were  no t  i n  S ta l i n -

grad then to  wi tness any of  the f ina l  bat t l  e?

ET :  No .

LM:  h lha t  d ' i d  you  th ink  o f  t he  ba t t l e?

ET :  We11 ,  wha t  happened  the re ,mos t  o f  t he  t ime  the re  was  no  ammun i t i on ,  no

fue l  and  i t  was  b i t t e r  co ld ;  t he re  was  s ' i ckness ,  you  know.  A l l  t hese  th ' i ngs

defeated the German Army.

LM:  What  s ickness  was tha t?

ET:  Typhus .  And  the  co ld  and . . .wha t  i s  i t  i n

1 1

LM:

ET:

LM:

was very  s low in  coming there .  Every th ' ing

How about  yourse l f  jn  te rms o f  c lo th ing?

I  had enough warm c lo thes ,  yes .

Eng l  i sh?  The  mun i t jons  and  fue l

was short  in com' ing there.

D id  you have enough warm c lo thes?

ET:

Did  you fee l  tha t  you  wou ld  surv ive  Sta l ingrad? What  happened when the

Russ ians  won i t?  What  d jd  you th ink?  Up un t ' i l  then  you had been w inn ing .

When you  a re  in  a  s i tua t ' i on  l i ke  tha t ,  Vou  a re  no t  th ink jng ,  you ' re  ius t

t ry ing  to  save your  own l i fe  and do  the  bes t  you  can.  I t ' s  funny  tha t  way '

when you are in the Army. I  was brought up that way, you are alr ' ,nst  not

th ink ing .  You go  w j th  the  o ther  peop le  and do  what  you are  ordered to  do .

I  wou ld  th jnk  tha t  the  loss  o f  S ta l ingrad  wou ld  have been very  demora l i z ing

to  the  men,  they  wou ld  have been desp i r i ted  and co ld  and a  shat te r ing  in

mora l  e .

ET:  They  were  a l ready  ta lk ' ing  about  the  wonder  weapon jn  1943-44,  the  a tomic

bomb;  they  say  we have someth ing ,  don ' t  wor ry  about  i t .

LM:
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LM:  They  were  ta lk ing  about  an  a tomic  bomb o f  the i r  own and they  f igured  i f

they 
' lost  

Stal  ingrad that they had nothing to worry about?

ET:  They  d idn ' t  wor ry  about  i t .

LM:  Are  you sure  they  were  ta lk ing  about  the  a tomic  bomb or  were  they  ta lk ing

about  the i r  V-2  weapon?

Not  the  V-2 ,  they  a ] feady  had the  V-2 ,  they  were  th ink inq  about  the

atom bomb.

T2

MDT:

LM:

I 'm surp r j sed  tha t  the  so ld ie rs  knew abou t  ' i t ;  we  d idn ' t  even

We d idn ' t  know unt i l  Nagasak ' i  b lew up.  0 f  course ,  I  was  ius t

bu t  I  reca l f  i t  qu i te  we l l  when the  b ig  bomb went  o f f .  Wel l ,

then,  to  you,  persona l ly .  D id  you re t rea t  w i th  your  ou t f i t?

s t i l l  a  cour ie r?

know

a  k i d  t hen ,

what  happened

Were you

ET:  I  was  s t i l l  a  cour ie r ,  on ly  th ing  happened I  los t  my company.  I  was

MDT:

ET:

MDT:

ET:

supposed to camy the message, I  was looking three weeks for my company.

Because you don ' t  have anyone,  you jus t  have a  number ,  no t  a  name.  You

look  fo r  th is  number  330.  And you have to  f ind  j t .  And every th ' ing  was

mov ing  backward  a t  th is  t ime and i t  was  very  hard  to  f ind .  i  f ind  them

almost  a  month  la te r  in  Po land.

Your  ou t f i t?

Yes "

You had already del ivered your message to the German Army?

Most of  the t ime, we got the messages from the German Army to the Hungar ians

to  know the  pos i t ion .

So ,  you  ac tua l l y  le f t  Russ ia  look ing  fo r  you  ou t f i t?

Yes,  I  was  go ing  f rom Russ ia  to  Po land.  The t ra jn  was dynami ted .  S ix

so ld ' ie rs  and I  escaped in to  the  o ther  t ra in  and go t  away.
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LM:  What  wou ld  the  Russ ians  have done i f  they  had captured  you?

ET:  Probab ly  shot  me;  they  shot  a t  the  ra i l road car .  I t  looked l i ke  a  screen

door .  But  they  shoot  jn  the  bo t tom,  no t  the  top .

MDT:  I f  they  had caught  you,  wou ld  they  have t rea ted  you as  a  p r isoner  o f  war?

ET:  i  don ' t  know.  Somet imes  i t  depended  on  the  s j tua t ion .

MDT:  I 'm  g lad  tha t  I  can  hear  the  who le  s to ry  because  I  th ink i t ' s  fasc ina t ing .

Dur ing  h is  a rmy career ,  he  fought  aga ins t  the  Russ ' ians  and never  aga ins t

the  Amer icans  and I  th jnk  tha t  i s  p robab ly  why he  was a l lowed to  come over

to  th js  count ry .

LM:  Okay,  a f te r  you  escaped f rom the  Russ ians  where  d id  you go?

ET:  From Lodz we went  to  Gat tenhaf fen .  I  was  look ing  fo r  the  Hungar ian  Army.

But  they  say ,  "Why don ' t  you  go  w i th  us?"

MDT:  The Germans sa id  th js?

ET:  Yes ,  a  German 0 f f j cer  says ,  "Come wi th  us . "  So I  went  w i th  them to
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MDT:

ET:

MDT:

t r T .

MDT:

LM:

Gat tenhaf fen .

What  was tha t ,  Gat tenhaf fen?

A harbor .

Was  i t  a  res t ing  p lace?

No,  you have a  p lace  to  go  where  you s tay .  L ike  USO,  no t  p r iva te  ho te l

And they  b i l le t  you  fo r  f ree .

D id  you f ind  the  Germans were  f r iend ly  to  you,  d id  they  t rea t  you  l i ke

f ins t -c l  ass  c i t i  zens?

They were  f r iend ly .  The on ly  th ing ,  the  Nor thern  Germans are  Germans.

They th ink  they  are  be t te r  than anyone e lse .

Where  d id  you learn  to  speak  German?
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ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

MDT:

ET:

Lll:

MDT:

In  schoo l .

So,  then you were  in  Germany.  Were  the  Russ ians  c los jng  in  on  you?

No,  no ,  the  Russ jans  were  in  Bavar ia  and  Po land  a t  th i s  t ime .

What were you doing so far back f rom the front?

Try ing  to  f ind  my un i t .

Wel l ,  what  was your  un i t  do jng  so  fa r  f rom the  f ron t?  I 'm surpr ised  tha t

they  weren ' t  r jgh t  up  there .

You cou ld  no t  f ind  "c lose  up  to  the  f ron t l ' ,  every th ing  was mov ' ing ,  you  know.

Where  d id  you  f ina l l y  f i nd  your  un j t?

I  found them in  Po land.

Then the un' i t  went back from Poland to Germany?

No.

0 f  course ,  they  are  no t  c lass i f ied  anymore ,  bu t  were  your  movements  sor t  o f

c lass j f ied?  I  mean,  were  they  secre t?

ET: Everythi  ng mi ' l  i  tary was secret .

MDT:  I  meann be ing  a  cour ie r ,  was  i t  super -secre t?  What  wou ld  have happened i f

somebody had caught you with these papers on you? 0r did you have to mem-

or ize  them?

ET:  I  never  knew what  was in  i t .

MDT: Did you have i t  strapped to your arm or someth' ing?

ET:  No ,  no  .

LM:  Were  you in  un i fo rm?

ET:  Yes ,  I  was  in  un i fo rm.

LM: 0kay, you were in Germany, what did you do then?

ET: I  went to Poland and found my company.
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LM: And af ter  you found your compahy, what d" id you do?

ET:  They  gave me a  fu r lough,  a  month .

MDT:  D id  you go  back  to  Budapest?

ET:  No,  by  th ' i s  t ' ime they  were  a l ready  f igh t ing .

MDT:  When was the  las t  t ime you were  ' in  Budapest?

ET:  In  1943 .

MDT: l , r las that  on a fur lough too?

ET:  Yes .

MDT:  So he  has  no t  been back  to  Budapest  s ' ince  1943.

LM:  So  the  Russ ians  were  f igh t ing  jn  Po land ,  then?  Were  you  on  the  l i ne  then

or  were  you f igh t ing  par t i sans  or  what?

No,  I  was  t rave l ing .

You were  s t j l l  a  cour ie r  be tween Hungary  and Germany?

Yes .

LM:  Were  you s t ' i l l  r id ing  t ra ins  o r  were  you on  motorcyc les  by  then?

ET:  No ,  s t i l l  t he  same,  any th ing  I  cou ld  ge t .

LM:  Can you re la te  some o f  the  exper iences  you had as  a  cour ie r?  I  meanr  You

must  have had some exc j t jng  exper iences  when you were  maybe shot  a t  o r
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ET:

LM:

ET:

almost  capturec l .

The  mos t  exc i t i ng  was  the  escape  f rom Russ ja .  (Re la ted

You  were  hun t i ng  pa r t i sans  a t  one  t ime .  When  was  tha t?

A f te r  t he  t ra ' i n  was  dynami ted ,  t he re  was  a  pa t ro l ,  a  f ew

wen t  t o  the  v i l l age  and  checked  eve rybody  to  see  who  had

f i nd  a  young  man  and  we  take  h im .

Wha t  d i d  you  do  w i t h  h im?

on  page  i 2 . )

so l  d ie rs .  t ^Je

muddy  boo ts . We
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ET:  Noth  i  ng  .

MDT:  Come on now,  te l l  us .

L tv ' l :  I  wou ld  th ink  tha t  they  wou ld  shoot  par t i sans .

ET:  I  th ink  so ,  we  g jve  h im to  the  Germans .  0n  the  ra i l road  l i ne ,  they  have

a pos t  every  two mi les .  We g ive  these peop le  to  the  Germans"  I  don ' t

know what they do.

MDT:  That ' s  no t  what  you to ld  me.

ET:  That  was another  s to ry .

LM:  D id  you ever  shoot  any  par i tsans?

ET:  No ,  no t  me.

MDT:  He 's  sudden ly  go t ten  very  shy .

LM :  t^Jhy would you be afraid to say you shot part isans now?

ET:  I 'm  no t  a f ra id .  i  d idn ' t shoc t  anybody .

LM:  You d jdn ' t  want  to  shoot  them or  weren ' t  you  there?  I  th jnk  I  p robab ' l y

wou ld  want  to  shoot  them i f  I  had  been there .

i  want  to  shoot  them but  i t  was  no t  my bus iness .

t^Jho dr 'd  shoot  them,  the  Hungar ian  t roops?

The Hungar ians  and the  Germans.

How did they shoot them? l,. lhat happened?

They jus t  shoot  them.

Did  they  s tand them up aga ins t  a  wa l l?  How d jd  they  capture  them?

Af te r  the  t ra in  was b las ted ,  dynami ted ,  they  cou ld  no t  go  fa r .  They  go t

caught ;  and s ince  they  were  no t  so ld ' ie rs ,  they  were  shot .

How many were there?

Sometjmes twenty,  somet imes ten.
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ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:
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MDT:

LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

MDT:
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LM:

ET :

ET:

LM:

ET:

MDT:

ET:

LM:

ET:

MDT:

ET:

I f  they  had muddy boots ,  they 'd  shoot  them.

Now,  these were  Po l ish  par t ' i sans ,  i s  tha t  cor rec t?

No,  these  were  Russ ians .

D id  you ever  shoot  a  man?

I  don ' t  know;  I  j us t  shoo t .  I  saw men d ie  bes ide  me.

He has  a  n jce  wound on  h is  1eg  tha t  he  go t  on  the  ba t t le f ie ld .  He  ius t

lapped i t  over  and wa i ted  fo r  the  med ic  to  p ick  h im up.  That  was in

Yugos l  av ia ,  wasn '  t  j  t ?

Yes .

How were you wounded?

A bomb,  shrapne l .  I t  was  8  inches  long and about  L /2  inch  deep.  They  pu t

a  bandage  on  i t .

Were  you ever  nea l l y  scared?

Sure ,  I  was  scared.  Somet imes you cou ld  hear  a  f1y  f ' l y ing ,  i t  wou ld  be

so qu ie t .  Nobody wou ld  say  any th ing .

Was tha t  ' i n  Russ ia?

Yes ,  in  Russ ia  and  in  Po land ,  too .

How about  the  Russ ians ,  p r isoners  tha t  you  a l l  cap tured?

What  we d id  was jus t  send them back  o f  the  f ron t  l jnes .

I f  they  weren ' t  caught  sabotag ing ,  they  were  ius t  sen t  back .

No,  no ,  the  so ld ie rs  were  never  t rea ted  l i ke  par t i sans .  So ld ie rs  a re

so ld ie rs .  They  unders tand.

D id  you hunt  par i t sans  a  lo t  o f  t imes or  jus t  when they  b lew up the  t ra in

you were on?

Jus t  when they  b lew up the  t ra in .
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LM:

ET:

LM:

ET:

l M .

ET:

LM:

ET:

MDT:

ET:

LM:

ET:

LM:

MDT:

LM:

t r T .
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You d idn ' t  spend  any  t jme,  o rd inar i l y ,  l ook ing  fo r  them?

No.  They  had spec ia l  t roops  fo r  tha t .

h lha t  d id  they  do  w i th  the  par t i sans  a f te r  they  shot  them? Jus t  le t  them

lay where they fel l  or  d id they bury them?

They bury them; but most of  the t ime, the townspeople come and bury them.

Then d id  you encounter  any  t roub le  f rom the  v j l lagers?

No.

They  d idn ' t  seem to  ca re  o r ,  I  guess ,  they  accep ted  i t ,  ac tua ' I1y .

They were afraid,  you know.

What  about  food? D id  you have a  hard  t ime ge t t ' i ng  food.

I  te l l  you  I  had a  hard  t ime ge t t ing  food.

D id  the  c iv i l ians  ever  shoot  a t  you  to  your  knowledge,  o ther  than the  par t i sans .

No.

How about  the  Russ ians ,  the  towns as  you ro l led  th rough? D jd  ?hey  we lcome

you?

Not  we lcome you,  they  don ' t  care .  Dur ing  the  war ,  t i ,ey  don ' t  care .

l , ' j ha t ' s  your  op ' in ion  o f  the  Russ ian  f  igh t ' ing  man?

Noth ing ,  they  a ren ' t  good  so ld ie rs .  Any t ime ' i t  was  10  to  1 , ' i t  was  a l r igh t

w i th  us .

Are they better now than they were?

I  don ' t  th ink  so .

lllhy not?

I  j us t  don ' t  th ink  so .  You  know who a re  good  so ld ie rs?  The  Yugos lavs .

And the  Germans.  The S lav ic  peop le ,  they  de fend the j r  land .

Wel l ,  weren ' t  the  Hungar ians  tha t  way?

Yes .
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MDT:  I  don ' t  know what  makes the  Germans such good so ld ie rs .  D jsc ip f  ine ,  I  guess .

ET:  D isc ip l  i ne ,  yes .

MDT:  D id  you  ge t  a long  w i th  them a l r igh t?

ET:  I  ge t  a long  a l r igh t .

MDT:  t r le  ought  to  ge t  on  to  Erno 's  exper iences  a f te r  the  war .

LM:  I  th ink  we ' re  jus t  about  to  tha t  po in t .  h lhere  were  you when the  war  ended?

ET:  C lose  to  the  Yugos lav  and  Aus t r jan  border  a t  a  b ig  v ' i 11age  there  ca l led

Konsdor f .  The ra j l road ran  f rom Gra tz  to  K lagenfor t .  I  was  a t  Konsdor f ;

th ' i s  was ' in  1945.  I  was  there  about  th ree  or  four  days .  The par t i sans

were  on  the  south  s ide  bu t  there  wasn ' t  a  Yugos lav  army anymore .  The par t i sans

come in  the  south  s ' ide .  t l ' l es t  s ide  was the  Eng l ish  army and nor th  s ide  was

the American army.

MDT:  So . .  .

ET:  So,  I  went  to  a  fa rmer  in  Sa ' in t  Marxen.  I  ask  h jm,  "Do you have any

c iv i l i an  c lo thes?"  He  says ,  " I  have  some. "  I  say ,  "Can  I  work  w i th
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"0h,  yes . "  I  s tayed there  a  month .  Then the  Yugos lav  par t i sans  come

and I  was  lucky  because the  Yugos lav  commandant  o f  the  par t j sans  was

soccer  p layer .  He recogn ized me.

I t  was  rea l  co inc ident  in  the  war .  He wou ld  have been taken pr isoner

except  tha t  the  commandant  recogn ized Erno.

you?"

around

a

ET: And they gave me a paper.

LM:  So,  they  made a  pant isan  ou t  o f  you  then?

ET:  Yes .  A t  the  border  about  two mj les  f rom the  fa rm' is  the  br idge.  No one can

pass  except  the  par t i san  and the  Eng l ish .  So I  have a  permi t  and I  go  to

Vo lkemar t  about  L /2  mi le  f rom the  br idge.  Up there ,  I  met  an  Aus t r ian
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dent is t  and he  asked me i f  I  want  to  work  w i th  h im.  I  say  yes .  So,  I

went  there  in  1945 and worked w i th  h im unt i l  1950.

MDT:  What  d id  you  do  w i th  your  p is to l ,  un i fo rm,  e tc .?

ET:  They  are  in  fo res t ,  bur ied ' in  the  fo res t .  I  go t  a  paper  f rom the  Aus t r ians

ca l led  a  ra t ion  ca rd ,  because  every th ing  was  ra t ioned .  I f  you  don ' t  work ,

you  don ' t  ge t  the  l i t t l e  t i cke t .  So ,  I  ge t  my  ra t ion  t i cke t .

MDT:  Because you were  work ' ing  fo r  the  dent js t?

ET:  Th js  was be fore .  Then I  go t  the  t rans fer .

MDT: So, how many years were you a pr isoner of  war?

ET:  None .

LM:  Why no t?  You c rossed the  br idge in to  the  Eng l ish  sec tor ,  I  ga ther .  But

the  Eng l i sh  d idn ' t  p i ck  you  up  because  1 lou  had  papers  showing  tha t  you  were

a par t i san .  How d id  you fee l  a t  the  t jme? Were  you b j t te r?  D iscouraged

f rom hav ing  los t  the  war?  What  were  your  thoughts?

No,  a t  the  t ime you  a re  happy  tha t  you  a re  a l i ve .  You  don ' t  th ink  abou t

the  war ;  . you  jus t  l ' i ve  one day  to  the  o ther .

What  wou ld  have happened to  you i f  the  Eng l ish  had p ' i cked you up?

I  te l l  you  what  happen.  They  went  f rom house to  house.  And they  asked

me,  "You  a re  a  so ld je r? "  I  say ,  "Yes . "  "What  a rmy?"  "Hungar ian  Army. "

"Do you want  to  go  back  to  Hungary?"  I  say ,  "No,  thank  you,  s i r , "

Why d id  you admi t  tha t  you  were  a  so ld ie r?  h le ren ' t  you  a f ra id  they  wou ld

p i ck  you  up?

ET:  I  was  no t  a f ra jd ;  i  was  a l ready  work ing .

LM:  I  t hough t  t ha t  maybe  they  resen ted  i t .  I  mean ,  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  t empers  and

emo t ' i ons  we re  s t i l  r unn ing  h i gh . . .

20
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ET:  There  weren ' t  tempens,  maybe to  the  Germans bu t  no t  to  the  Hungar ians .

They  gave me a  membersh ip  to  the  0 f f i cer ' s  C lub ;  I  can  go  any  t ime.  The

Eng l i sh  t rea ted  the  Hungar ian  peop le  ve ry  we l l .

LM: l , . lhy didn' t  you want to go back to Budapest?

ET:  I  know what  wou ld  happen.

LM:  Yes ,  bu t  i t  was  your  home;  you were  ra jsed there .  You had your  home

there .  .  .

ET:  I  know what  wou ld  happen when the  Communis ts  took  i t  over ,  i f  no t  th is

year,  maybe next year.

LM:  Then you d id  th ink  they  wou ld  take  j t  over?

ET:  No t  th ink ,  I  know.

LM:  So,  you f igured  tha t  i t  was  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  t ime be fore  they  wou ld

2L

ET:

LM:

ET:

p ick  you  up?

Not  the  Hungar ian  Army,  the  Russ ian .  That ' s  the  on ' l y  reason.

So you worked as  a  dent is t .  Then what  happened?

We11,  then I  go t  a  le t te r  f rom the  Consu l  and I  had a  chance to  go  to

Amer ica .  F i rs t ,  they  ask  me a  lo t  o f  ques t ions ,  what  a rmy I  was  in  and

I  sa id  I  p robab ly  cannot  go  because I  was  a  so ld je r .  Bu t  they  sa id  I

cou ld  go .  In  the  meant jme,  I  go t  a  le t te r  f rom the  Aus t ra l ian  Consu l  and

I  had a  chance to  go  to  Aus t ra l ia .  I  ta lk  to  the  gent ' leman and he  sa id ,

"You  app l ied  to  go  to  Aus t ra l ia?"  I  sa id  no .  He  sa id ,  "You  a re  Erno

Torok?"  "Yes ,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  app ly  to  go  to  Aus t ra l ia . "  l ^ lha t  happened

was someone got my army papers and appl ied to go in my name.

Then cou ld  you have gone to  Aus t ra l ia?

0 f  course ,  I  cou ld  go  to  Aus t ra l ia .  He  sa jd ,  "You  work  l i ke  a  den t j s t ;

on ly  th ing ,  you  have  to  go  to  a  sma l l  town. "

LM:

ET :
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ET:
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LM:

ET :

Then why d id  you dec jde  to  come to  Amer ica?

Because Austral  ia was too far for  me to go back to Hungary somet ime. But

the  Un i ted  Sta tes  jsn ' t  tha t  fa r  f rom Hungary .

D id  you  th jnk  you  cou ld  l i ve  be t te r  in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes?

I  took  passpor ts ,  one fo r  the  Un j ted  Sta tes  and one fo r  Aus t ra l ia .  One

of  my f r iends  who worked fo r  the  Eng l ish  mar r jed  an  Aus t r ian  woman wj th

f i ve  k ids  and he  went  to  Aus t ra l  ja .  I  a lmost  went ;  they  say ,  "Come w ' i th

us . "  But  i  want  to  come back  to  Hungary  some t jme.

And what  year  was j t  tha t  you  go t  these le t te rs?

In  1950 .

And did you come in the same year?

Yes .

How did you come?

I came on an Army boat.

How d id  you  w jnd  up  jn  Ar i zona?

I  had a  sponsor ;  he  l i ved  there .

D idyon knowwho he was?

I  know noth ing .  I  was  s tay ing  in  New York  fo r  two or  th ree  weeks .

What  d id  you th ink  o f  New York?

0h ,  boy . . . . the  t ra f f i c ,  you  know.  I  say  I  wou ld  no t  d r i ve  a  ca r .

What  was your  impress ion  o f  the  Southwest?

Sand and sand and sand.

Were you sorry you came?

No,  I  fo rgo t  Aus t r ia  as  soon as  I  s tep  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

D i  d  you speak  any  Eng l  ' i sh?
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ET:
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No.

I  th ink  i t  wou ld  have been harder  fo r  h im i f  he  had come over  f rom

Hungary ;  tha t  was  h is  homeland,  bu t  Aus t r ja  wasn ' t .  He was a  D.P.

D.P .?

A D isp ' laced Person.  I t  was  my bro ther - in - law who sponsored h im.

D id  they  want  you  fo r  your  sk i l l ?

Yes,  they  ask  you,  "What  i s  your  t rade?"

Didn ' t  you  have a  be t te r  chance than o ther  peop le  because you had a

good trade?

No,  they  jus t  ask , i f  you  a re  ab le  to  work .  The  peop le  who  a re  no t  ab le

to work cannot come in.  tv lost  of  them who come here have to work and are

w i l l i ng  to  work .

So you landed in  Tucson,  Ar izona in  1950?

Yes .

LM:

ET :

LM:  How long were  you there?

MDT:  Unt i l  1954.

LM: i  And you 've  been in  E l  Paso ever  s ince?

ET:  Yes ,  f i f t een  years .

LM:  And you don ' t  m iss  Hungary?  You don ' t

ET:  I  want  to  go  bac  k  to  v  i  s ' i t .

LM: Where would you go i f  you went back to

ET:  To  Budapest .

LM:  What  wou ld  you do?

ET:  V ' i  s i  t  o l  d  f r i  ends  .

I t lDT: I  wonder i f  you could f ind your soccer

have any  des i re  to  go  back?

Hu ngary?

f r iend f rom the par t i sans?  I  th ink
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LM:

tha t  ' i s  the  most  in te res t ' ing  exper ience

th is  one  person .  I  don ' t  th ink  the re  i s

sent  back  to  Hungary ,  tha t  the  Russ ians

What  about  a i r - ra ids?  What  was the  most

he  had,  when he  happened to  meet

any  doubt  tha t  i f  he  had been

wou l  d  have taken h ' im.

f r iqh ten i rng  th ing  tha t  happened

ET:

LM:

ET:

t o  you  du r ing  the  war?

The  mos t  f r i gh tened  was  i n  G ra t z ,  Aus t r i a ,  i n  a  r a j l r oad  s ta t i on .

What  year?

In  1945 .  I  was  caugh t  j n  t he  m idd le  o f  a  l o t  when  the  bomb ing  s ta r ted

and  I  l anded  i n  a  d ' i t ch .

MDT:  Leon ,  th i s  i s  k ind  o f  an  in te res t ing  th ing .  The  reason  Erno  d idn ' t  wan t

to  go  to  Hungary ,  we l l ,  he  had  no  fami l y .  Tha t ' s  t rue  and  j t  m igh t  have

been very dangerous for him to go back. But he had no pidce to go back to

because his apartment and of f ice was destroyed by American bombers.

LM:  How d id  the  peop le  l i ve  a f te r  the  war?

ET:  Every th ing  was wrecked;  they  t ry  to  c lean i t  up .

LM:  D id  you see any  Russ ian  so ld ie rs  a f te r  the  war?

ET:  A l l  I  see  were  Russ ians .

LM:  How d id  Russ ian  pr isoners  compare  to  o thers?  Were  they  we l l - fed ,  scared

or  what?

They were scared. They don' t  know for two or three days what was happening

to them.

LM:  Wha t  d i d  you  t h i nk  o f  Ado lph  H i t l e r?

ET :  He  was  good  fo r  t he  German  peop le ,  because  be fo re  the  war  s ta r ted ,  18  m i l l i on

Germans were out  o f  work.  Before the war ,  they get  everybody work ing.
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