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GIFTS

Gifts for the holidays!
Beautiful 

hand-crafted soap.  
Bars start at $5 and are 

wrapped 
in printed cellophane 

with a pretty bow.
Gorgeous soap gift baskets 

start at $26.50. 
 Baskets contain a variety 
of individually-wrapped
 soaps and a mini bath 

sponge. Baskets
are very cute, colorful,

and eye-catching. 
Contact Jessica 
(915) 204-6572

www.littlesoapstore.com

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking talent
 for liquor,wine, and beer 

promotions. 
21+ only. $20/hour.

  TABC certified. Email
erica@bottomsupromotions.com 

Resume and recent 
head and body shot.

Visit
 bottomsupromotions.com

BRAIN ZONE BRAIN ZONE

Answers to 11-08-12

Local ads...............................40¢ 
Local business.......................45¢
Out of town business.............60¢
Bold or caps..........................15¢
UTEP students, faculty
staff and alumini members....30¢

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Dancing for Kids’ Sake at The Plaza

MIchelle Franco / The Prospector
The Plaza Theatre hosted the annual Dance for Kids’ Sake, where many high profile el Pasoan’s danced to gather funds for the Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program. The event took place nov. 10, celebrity 
Mario lopez co-hosted the event with local news anchor, estela casas.



sports editor
Daniel Ornelas, 747-7445

November 13, 2012

PAGE 11

By EDwiN DElGADO
The Prospector

Despite a 2-8 record and without a 
chance to play in the post season, the 
Miners are looking to close their 2012 
season on a winning note when they 
face Southern Miss and Rice Nov. 17 
and 24.

Defensive coordinator Andre Pat-
terson, said he’s told his players what 
is expected of them every single game, 
even if there isn’t a bowl to play for.

“I tell them that the reason you play 
this game is to win,” Patterson said. 
“So there shouldn’t be a need for ex-
tra motivation, you are a competitor, 
you are a football player, that’s what I 
expect from my players.”

Both players and coaches said 
the main objective for their last two 
games is to play for pride and help the 
players that are on their �nal season 
with the team leave with at least two 
more wins under their belt.

“We are just trying to play for the 
seniors, trying to help them make 
some memories in the last couple of 
games,” freshman safety Shane Huhn 

said. “We want to end this season 
with a positive note.”

Huhn got the starting safety position 
a�er Richard Spencer su�ered a knee 
injury when playing Wisconsin. He 
and other young players on the team 
said they have an opportunity to show 

Football

Motivated despite losing record
Miners playing for pride as season winds down

jusTin sTene / The Prospector
Senior wide receiver Michael edwards and the rest of  the team walking off  the field after the 31-24 loss to Central Florida 
nov. 10 at the sun Bowl.

“If I’m a boxer, it 
doesn’t matter what 
my record is. When I 
go in the freaking ring, 
I better go to compete 
because the other guy 
is going to knock my 
head off. It’s the same 
thing in football, you 
play to win the game.”

- Andre Patterson, 
defensive coordinator

women’s Basketball

walk-on finds a new family on the court

jusTin sTene / The Prospector
Sophomore guard Marissa Rodriguez, a native el Pasoan, participated in uTeP’s 
Mini Miners’ Camp as a child before relocating to san Antonio with her family.

By SABriNA NuñEz
The Prospector

It isn’t very common for athletes to 
have a developed relationship with 
their collegiate head coaches before 
the end of their high school careers. 
But sophomore guard Marissa Rodri-
guez was able to acquire a relation-
ship with head coach Keitha Adams 
at the age of 8 through the �rst UTEP 
Mini Miners’ Camp. �e camp was 
held 12 years ago during Adams’ �rst 
year with the Miners. 

A�er two summers at the camp, 
Rodriguez and her family relocated to 
San Antonio, but Rodriguez returned 
to the teen camp as a sophomore and 
junior. As an El Paso native, Rodri-
guez also has ties to the city that most 
of her teammates did not have before 
joining the team.

“I grew up around UTEP, had sea-
son tickets to the football games, 
season tickets to the basketball 
games so (UTEP)’s always been a 
dream school for me to attend. My 
father graduated from here and got 
his master’s from here,” Rodriguez 
said. “I like the community, I like 
the city. (Adams) was kind of like a 
second mom to me. She looked a�er 
me, helped me with little things in 
basketball that helped me be a better 
player, so that’s why I came back.” 

When she moved to San Antonio, 
Rodriguez said she continued prac-

ticing the tips, drills and skills Ad-
ams taught her, and the two kept in 
contact. 

“Her family is from El Paso and 
a dream of hers was always to go to 
UTEP,” Adams said. “So it’s pretty 
neat that she was at my camp my �rst 
year here and that she’s with us.”

Rodriguez di�ers from her fellow 
teammates in that she was a walk-on 
to the team, not a scholarship athlete. 
Because of that, she braced herself 
for what she might encounter as a 
walk-on.

“My coach from high school, (who) 
played at Kansas and was a scholar-
ship athlete there, told me, ‘being a 
walk-on, you’re going to be the bot-
tom of the food chain. You’re going to 
always be trying to work harder than 
everybody else.’ I thought I was going 
to be hazed, but I wasn’t, which was 
so great,” Rodriguez said. “�e (team) 
took me in as one of them.” 

�e walk-on status also means Ro-
driguez’ participation at practice is 
not mandatory, but she attends all of 
the team’s practices because she en-
joys the experience.

“What makes me come every day is 
having sisters. We call each other sis-
ters but we really are a family, they’re 
a part of me. If I weren’t to come to 
practice, I’d probably sit in my room 

and twitch and not know what to do 
with myself,” Rodriguez said. “�ese 
girls on my team, every teammate 
that I’m going to have, is going to 
be a lifelong friend, and the coaches 
are going to be lifelong mentors, and 
that’s why I come.” 

Junior forward Kayla �ornton said 
she appreciates Rodriguez’ e�orts and 
contributions.

“Marissa’s a hard working girl,” 
�ornton said. “Even though she 
doesn’t have a scholarship, she still 
works like she does, and that’s one thing 
I like about her. She comes in (and) 
does what coach wants her to do.” 

Support also comes from Rodri-
guez’ parents who make the 10-
hour drive to see most home games 
as well as games closer to the San 
Antonio region.

“(My) parents try to come for every 
game and I give them so much credit 
because a 10-hour drive is not easy,” 
Rodriguez said. “Not only do they get 
to watch me with my games, but they 
get to be with my grandparents, so it’s 
(like) coming home. It’s pretty cool 
that we can come and watch a game, 
but then we can go to my grandpar-
ents’ house and have dinner. It’s kind 
of like a family reunion.”

see FAMily on page 12

see MOTiVATED on page 12
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