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You were  born  in  C larksburg ,  West  V i rg in ia .  When were  you born  there?

F j f teenth  o f  November ,  
. l92 ' | .

And your  fa ther  had a  bus iness  o f  some sor t?

Yes,  my fa ther  was in  the  res taurant  bus jness  be fore  the  Crash.  That  took

care  o f  h im,  a long  w i th  a  lo t  o f  o ther  peop le .

In 1929?
, |930.  

See,  I  was  the  o ldes t .  There  were  f j ve  ch i ld ren  in  my fami ly ,  and I

was  the  o ldes t  one .  0 f  course ,  I  was  born  jn '21 ,  and  jn  January  o f  1930

my mother  had her  f i f th  ch i ld  and d ied  two weeks ' la te r "  And w i th ' in  a  month

af te r  tha t ,  my fa ther  los t  every th jng  he  had in  the  wor ld .  H is  bus jness ,  o f

course ,  went  under ,  and the  banks  c losed,  and what  he  had in  the  bank  he

cou ldn ' t  touch ;  so  j t  i us t  w iped  h im ou t .  He  was  on ly  30  a t  the  t ime.

How d id  you  a l l  l i ve ,  then?

We cou ldn ' t  have i f  i t  hadn ' t  been fo r  h is  mother ,  my grandmother .  She took

a l l  f i ve  o f  us .  She cons idered my mother  to  be  her  daughter ,  rea ' l ] y .  Mother

asked her,  on her death bed, to take the baby, who was only two weeks oJd.

Grandmother  to ld  her  she wou ld  take  the  baby  and a l l  o f  us ,  because we weren ' t

go ' ing  to  be  separa ted .  So my grandmother  and her  daughter ,  my fa ther 's  s ' i s te r ,

Aunt  Inez ,  l j ved  together  in  the  o ld  famj ly  home and they  took  a l l  f i ve  o f  us

and  ra ised  us .

And they had some kind of  a bus' iness?

No,  they  d idn ' t .  They  had  very  l i t t l e ' i n  those  days .  My  g rand fa ther  had  d ied

years  be fore- -he  d ied  when I  was  s ix  months  o ld - -bu t  my Aunt  Inez  was an  em-

p loyee o f  the  Ba l t ' imore  and Oh io  Ra i l road jn  the  f re ' igh t  o f f i ce .  She was a l l

her  l i fe .  She was a  long ways  f rom wea l thy ,  bu t  she  had a  s teady ,  re l iab le
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j ncome fo r "  those days .  l i ' l e  go t  a long,  and tha t ' s  about  a l l .

You went  to  the  schoo ls  there  in  C larksburg?

I  went  to  lo ts  o f  schoo ls  in  lo ts  o f  p laces"  The year  my nro ther  d ied '  i

l os t  t rack .  I  rea l l y  can ' t  remember  how many  schoo ls  I  was ' in  in  the  th i rd

grade.  h le  wou ld  be  jn  one p lace  and mother  wou ld  become i l l  and  have to  be

hosp i ta l i zed ,  and  then  they  wou ld  take  us  ch i ld ren  somep lace  e lse  and  so  on .

But ,  yes ,  I  went  to  the  pub l ic  schoo ls  in  C larksburg  and graduated  f rom

Wash ing ton  I rv ing  H igh  Schoo l  there ,  a  year  la te r  than I  shou ld  have.  I

pa in ted  so  much  I  fe l j  back  a  year .  I  g radua ted ' in  
. I940  

and  i t  shou ld  have

been  '39 .  (Laugh te r )

In  your  ear ly  l i fe ,  your  paren ts  must  have moved around.

They d id ,  because o f  my mother 's  hea l th .  I  s ta r ted  the  f i rs t  g rade in  C larks-

burg ,  bu t  my mother  became i l l  and  my fa ther 's  unc le ,  f iY  g rea t  unc le '  was  a

wi ldca t  o i l  man in  Ok lahoma.  He was aware  o f  my mother 's  cond j t ion  and they

thought  tha t  the  c l imate  wou ld  be  be t te r  fo r  her  in  the  West  than i t  was  in

t r les t  V j rg in ia .  So we went  ou t  there  and l i ved  there  fo r  a  wh i le .  But  i t

d1dn ' t  work - - i t  worked exac t ly  the  oppos ' i te .  My mother  go t  worse ,  so  we went

back  to  West  V i rg in ia  and s tayed there  un t i l  her  death .

How d id  you happen to  ge t  in te res ted  jn  a r t?

Ac tua l l y ,  Johnn  what  we  jus t  ta l ked  abou t  i s  jn  a  way  how I  go t  in to  a r t .

You  see ,  my  n io ther  d ied  when I  was . . .we11 ,  I  was  n jne  in  November  and  she  d ied

in  January .  The fo l low ing  summer  dur ing  the  schoo l  ho l idays ,  the  summer  vaca-

t ion- - I  a lways  loved to  d raw- - I  was  up  on  the  corner  o f  a  s t ree t  in  our  ne igh-

borhood  wh ich  j s  a  beau t i fu l  s t ree t ,  a l l  f i ned  w i th  b ig  beau t ' i f u1  shade  t rees

on bo th  s ' ides ,  and i t ' s  paved w j th  red  br ick .  One o f  these eas tern  o ld - t ime

s t ree ts ,  a  lo t  o f  o ld  houses ,  i t ' s  fu11  o f  charac te r  and  beau t i fu l .  I  was  up
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there  s r ' t t ing  on  the  corner  a t  the  curb  and the  mai lman was coming down the

s t ree t  de l j ve r ing  ma ' i l ,  w i th  a  b ig  lea ther  bag  on  h js  shou lder .  He  wore  a

b lue  un ' i fo rm,  as  you may reca11.  I  was  k jnd  o f  s t ruck  by  th is  and I  had a

box  o f  co lo red  cha lk .  I  had  typewr j te r  paper  and  a  lead  penc i l ,  and  w j th

the  paper  and penc i l  and co lo red  cha lks  I  was  ske tch ing  the  s t ree t  w i th  the

ma ' i lman  coming  up ,  mak ing  the  de l i ve r ies  o f  ma i l  i n  h js  b lue  un i fo rmandthe

sun l igh t  fa l l i ng  th rough  the  t rees  and  the  shadows and  a l l  th i s  so r t  o f  th ing - -

in ,  o f  course ,  a  very  uneducated  way.  But  wh j le  I  was  do ' ing  th js  a  man tha t

I  d jdn ' t  know a t  a l l  was  lean ' ing  on  the  ma i lbox  and  watch ing  me.  When I  go t

th rough- - I  had  a  c iga r  box  w i th  a l l  thse  c rayons  in  i t - -he  sa id ,  "You  want

to  se l l  tha t?"  I  was  f ' l abbergas tedo you know.  I  cou ldn ' t  be l ' ieve  tha t .

He  sa id ,  "No ,  I 'm  ser jous .  Wou ld  you  I i ke  to  se l l  i t ? "  And  he  reached  in  h is

pocke t  and  took  ou t  a  s i l ve r  do l la r .  I  d idn ' t  see  very  many  do l la rs ,  s i l ve r

o r  o therw jse ,  and  to  me i t  was  a  m i rac le  tha t  he  sa jdn  " I ' l J  g i ve  you  th is . "

So  o f  course  I  l e t  h ' im  have  i t .  I t  was  jus t  ano ther  l i t t l e  dood le  to  me,  and

he gave me a  do l la r  fo r  tha t .  Then la te r ,  a  very  shor t  t ime la te r ,  he  made

h imse l f  apparent  to  my grandmother  and he  took  an  jn te res t  jn  me and the  fac t

tha t  I  en joyed draw ' ing .  My famj ly  had known h is  fami ly ,  bu t  I  d jdn ' t  rea l i ze

j t .  Th ' i s  was  Pro fessor  Dav js ,  who was a  pro fessor  a t  Pr jnce ton .  He ius t  k ind

of  gu ided me;  when he  wou ld  be  in  town,  Vou know,  he  main ta ined a  s tud io

there .  t {hen he  wasn ' t  in  Pr ince ton ,  he  was home in  h is  s tud io ;  and when he

was  home in  h is  s tud io ,  I  was  there ,  f rom then  on  un t i l  I  was  e igh teen .

H is  name was  Dav is?

James Dav is .  He is  a  magn ' i f i cen t  human be ing  and a  wonder fu l  a r t i s t '  he

rea l ' l y  was .  Now the  las t  20  some-odd  years ,  I 'm  sure '  j n  h is  l i f e  he  has

done  l j t t l e  o r  no  pa in t jngs  tha t  I  know o f .  He  has  spen t  tha t  t jme  work ing
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wj th  co lo r  mo t i on  p ' i c t u res .  Fo r  a  l ong  t ime ,  he  was  an  ass ' i s t an t  o r  adv j se r

o f  some so r t  w i th  the  mo t ion  p i c tu re  s tud ios  i n  Ho l l ywood ,  and  wou ld  go  ou t

the re  f requen t l y  t o  he ' l p  w ' i t h  t he j r  co lo r  work .  Bu t  he ' s  a l so  p roduced  g rea t

numbers  o f  wha t  he  ca l l s  a r t  f i lms .  And  he  has  won  awards  a t ,  I  t h ink ,  Ven ice

and  o the r  p ' l aces  where  they  have  b ig  na t i ona l  f j lm  fes t i va l s  f o r  t hese  th ings .

They ' r e  ve ry  beau t i f u l .  Bu t  t hey ' r e  t o ta l l y  abs t rac t .

He ' s  s t i l l  a l j ve ,  t hough .

So  fa r  as  I  know.  The  l as t  I  hea rd  f rom h jm was  abou t  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f  ago .

He 's  a  ve ry  o ld  man  now and  he  has  few  re la t i ves  who  ca re  whe the r  he  l i ves  o r

d i es .  He ' s  an  o l d  man ,  he  neve r  ma r r i ed ,  and  he  was  t h i nk ' i ng  o f  com ing  ou t

he re .  He  though t  pe rhaps  the  c l ima te  wou ld  be  be t te r  f o r  h i s  hea l th .  Bu t  I

v vas  a f ra i d .  He  has  been  used  t o  a  ve ry  me t ropo l i t an  s i t ua t i on  a l l  h j s  l j f e  and

I  was  a f ra jd  tha t  j f  he  came ou t  he re  to  ou r  more  p rov inc ia l  commun i t y ,  he

migh t  be  ve ry  m ise rab le  and  m jss  a  l o t  and  rea l l y  be  worse  o f f  i n  t he  l ong  run .

I  w ro te  and  exp la ' i ned  tha t ,  bu t  I  t o ld  h im  he  was  we lcome to  come a t  any  t ime

and  s tay  as  l ong  as  he  wan ted  be fo re  he  made  h j s  dec i s ion .  I  haven ' t  hea rd

a  word  s ince .  I  don ' t  know i f  I  o f f ended  h im ;  I  hope  I  d idn r t .  Bu t  I  j us t

don ' t  know .

D id  he  have  s tuden ts ' i n  h i s  a r t  s t ud io  t he re  a t  C la r ksbu rg?

0h ,  yes - -you  say  s tuden ts?  Wha t  he  rea l l y  had  the re  was  a  g roup  o f  t he  l oca l

people who were very in terested and loved ar t  and wanted to  become more pro-

f i c i en t  i n  i t .  Hones t l y ,  i t  was  more  a  th ing  o f  t he  g rea t  man  comes  home

and  we  a l l  ga the r  a round  h im .  ( Laugh te r )  Rea11y ,  I  t h i nk  t ha t  desc r i bes  t he

a t t i t ude  and  the  s i t ua t i on .  I t  was  neve r  on  a  bas j s  o f ,  " l ' Je ' l l ,  PaY  so  much

money ,  ge t  so  much  t ime . "  Neve r .  He  sa id  as  much  t ime  as  he  had  ava ' i l ab l e

and  you  wan ted  to  spend  on  i t ,  and  i t  was  a l l  on  a  ve ry  wonder fu l  bas i s  o f

M .

C:
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communica t ' ing  w i th  one another  and g iv ing  and tak ing  f rom each o ther .  I t  was

a fabu lous  exper ience,  rea l l y  i t  was .  I  was  fo r tunate ,  very  fo r tunate ,  to  be

taken  in to  th j s  g r0up ,  espec ia l l y  when  I  r ^ las . . .we l l ,  wha t  was  I?  t t l o th ing  bu t

a  ne ighborhood urch ' in ,  rea l1y .  A l l  o f  the  res t  o f  the  peop le  were  in  the i r

30 's ,  40 's ,  and  50 's  a t  tha t  t ime .

They d ' idn ' t  teach ar t  jn  the  h igh  schoo l  ,  d id  they?

No,  there  was no  ar t  a t  tha t  t ime in  the  h igh  schoo l .  They  d id  have what

they  ca l led  Ar t - - ' i t  was  k ind  o f  a  joke ' in  my memory- - in  e lementary  schoo l  up

through the  e igh th  g rade and jun io r  h igh  schoo l ,  bu t  tha t  was  the  end o f  i t .

And  i t  wasn ' t  rea l l y  a r t .  I t  was  the  usua l  s tu f f  w i th  c rayo las  and  l i t t l e

ha l f - can  wate r  co lo rs  and  a l l  th i s  bus iness .

So you th ink  what  you rea l l y  go t  in j t ia l l y  in  a r t  was  f rom Pro fessor  Dav is?

I  know i t  was- -he  and  h is  assoc ia tes .  When he  was  in  Pr ince ton  and  wasn ' t

in  h is  s tud io  a t  home,  he  wou ld  tu rn  me over  to  some o f  these o ther  peop le

tha t  worked  w i th  h im there  in  h is  s tud io ,  and  I  wou ld  work  w i th  them.

D ' id  he  have fame par t i cu la r ly  as  an  ar t i s t  h imse l f?

Yes ,  he  d jd ,  he  ce r ta in ly  d id .  Bu t  when  he  began  the  pho tography  th ing  and

so on ,  o f  course  tha t  k ind  o f  waned.  I  sa t  and watched i t  wane fo r  years ,

because he  jus t

What  he  d id  was  teach  you  l andscapes?

No ,  he  d i d  eve ry th i ng .  He  wo rked  i n  a  manne r . . . I  f i nd  i t  a  l i t t l e  ha rd  t o

desc r ibe .  I t  had  a  ve ry  de f i n j t e  cub ' i s t i c  i n f l uence .  He  was  a  ve ry  capab le

pa in te r  and  a  ve ry  capab le  d ra f t sman .  He  cou ld  d raw o r  pa in t  you  o r  any th ing

e lse  exac t l y  as  you  a re ,  bu t  he  d jd  no t  o f ten  do  ' i t  t ha t  way .  He  i ns t i l l ed

so  much  o f  t he  way  he  fe l t  abou t  h i s  sub iec t  j n to  h i s  work  Enu i l  a t  t imes

i t  became ,  you  m jgh t  say  sem iabs t rac t .  And  a  l o t  o f  t h i s  I  d i dn ' t  unde rs tand

M:
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at  f i r s t ,  bu t  I  d id ,  o f  course ,  la te r .  F4y  f i r s t  work  was ,  o f  course '  much

an im i ta t ion  o f  tha t  because I  was  s tudy ing  and t ry ing  to  become as  much l i ke

h im as  I  cou ld .  I  found  th is  i s  a  na tu ra l  re la t ionsh ip  be tween ins t ruc to r  and

s tudent .  But  a lso  la te r  I  g rew awayo I  g rew much away,  f rom tha t  ear ly  t ra in -

ing ,  bu t  every th ing  I ' ve  done  s ince  i s  based  upon  i t .

When you  f in i shed  h igh  schoo l ,  wha t  d id  you  do  then?

0h ,  when  I  f i n i shed  h ' igh  schoo l ,  I  l e f t  home l  Mos t  a l l  o f  the  fami l y  were  op-

posed to  the  idea o f  my becoming a  pa in te r .  Th is  s imp ly  means you ' re  go ' ing

to  s ta rve  to  death .  Now had I  been w i ' l1 ing  to  go  and become an a t to rney  or

an  eng ineer  o r  a  phys ic ian  or  any th ing  o f  tha t  sor t ,  they  wou ld  a l l  have been

r igh t  beh jnd  me.  Bu t  I  wasn ' t .  So  I  l e f t  when  I  was  
. l8 ,  

and  I  never  d id  go

back except maybe two or three days, maybe a week at  a t ime at  most for  a

v js j t .  I  wen t  to  Lang ley  F ie ld ,  V i rg ' i n ia ,  w i th  wha t  in  those  days  was  the  Na-

t ional  Advisory Commit tee for Aeronaut ics;  nowadays they cal l  i t  NASA. I  went

down there as a model maker to construct  wind tunnel  models of  a ' i rcraf t  for

tes t  pu rposes .  I  had  done  a  lo t  o f  mode l ing  as  we l ' l  as  pa in t ing .  I  was  a l -

ways  fasc jna ted  by  a i rp lanes  and f l y ing- -a lways  have been and s t i l l  am.  So

I  went  down there  on  tha t  job .  I  s tayed there  th ree  or  four  years .  But  jn

the  meant ime I  kep t  a  s tud io  go ' ing  down there  and I  had lo ts  o f  por t ra i t  com-

miss ions  jn  V i rg in ia ,  I  d t ' d  a  lo t  o f  pa in t ing .  I  d idn ' t  do  any  teach ing ,  bu t

I  d id  an  awfu l  l o t  o f  pa in t ing .

What  i s  th i s  Lang ley  F ie ld  c lose  to?

Hampton,  V i rg ' in ia ;  Newpor t  News.  Hampton now has  prac t ica l l y  become par t  o f

Newpor t  News;  they 've  ius t  g rown together .

We1 1  ,  i  t ' s  c l  ose  to  Nor fo l  k .

Jus t  across  the  bay  f rom Nor fo lk  and Por tsmouth .

M:
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M: You worked,  then,  mak ing  these npde ls  bu t

s tud io .

0h ,  yes  .

t^ las that  when you had the exper ience you

general  ?

Yes .

Maybe  you 'd  ra ther  no t . . .

you  were  a lso  pa ' in t ing- -had your  own

to ld  me abou t  once ,  pa in t ing  the

I  wou ld  ra ther  no t l  (Laugh te r )  I  d idn r t  have  a  b i t  o f  t roub le  pa in t ing  the

genera l ;  i t  was  h is  w ' i fe  tha t  t ' i ed  me up in  knots .

That  must  be  ge t t ing  c ' lose  to  the  Second Wor ld  l {a r .

I t  wasn ' t  on ly  ve ry  c lose  to  j t ,  j t  was  in  j t .  I  was  rea l l y  to rn  apar t  psycho-

1og ica11y ,  because th is  job  tha t  I  had a t  Lang ley  F ie ' ld - -and why in  the  wor ld

I  go t  i t  I ' l l  never  know;  sure ly  there  were  many more  peop le  be t te r  qua l i f ied

than myse l f  fo r  th js - -bu t  I  d id  and I  go t  p romot ions  regu la r ly  and i t  was  a

f ine  job .  And  tha t  hur t  me,  i t  rea l l y  d id ,  because  here  I  was ,  I  was  the  o ld -

es t  jn  my fami ly ,  and my younger  b ro thers  we in  t - tn f l  Serv ice  and Ihad no  say

in  i t  a t  a l l .  The government  fave  me an indef in ' i te  de ferment  because they  con-

s idered  the  work  I  was  do ing- - I  go t  t i red  o f  hear jng  i t - -what  they  ca l led  " in -

d ispensab le  to  the  na t jona l  de fense. "  But  I  knew tha t  they  had a  barn  fu l l

o f  fe l lows tha t  cou ld  do  th js  work ,  and they  d id .  But  every  one o f  tha t  barn

fu l l  was  on  the  same de fe rment .  I  had  t roub le  s leep ing  a t  n igh t ;  I  d id ,  rea l l y ,

because I  fe l t  so  gu i l t y .  I  ran  away f rom Lang ley  F ' ie1d ,  ac tua ' l1y  ran  away on

two d i f fe ren t  occas jons  and went  to  R ' i chmond and en l j s ted  in  the  army.  But

bo th  t imes i t  happened th is  way:  I  was  on ly  there  a  coup ' le  o f  days  and went

th rough the  rou t ine  phys ica ls  and a l l  tha t ,  and they  pu t  me on a  bus  and sent

me back  to  Lang ley  F ie ld .  (Laughter )  But  I  had a l ready  en l i s ted  be fore  they
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were  aware  o f  what  a l l  th is  was,  and so  they  pu t  me ' in  what  they  ca l l  the  en-

l i s ted  reserves .  So  I  was  in  the  en l i s ted  reserves  on  inac t i ve  s ta tus '  ass igned

to  do  th is  work  a t  Lang ley  F ie ld  on  the  same c jv i l  se rv jce  g rade  tha t  I ' d

a lways  had and the  same n ice  pay  I 'd  a lways  had.  But  f jna l l y  I  so lved the

prob ' lem-- I  go t  roar ing  drunk  and jus t  f la t  commj t ted  a l l  k inds  o f  mayhem,  and

le f t .  I  go t  no  arguments .  I  jus t  d r i f ted  r igh t  on  o f f  and I  was  a  buck  pr iva te

' i  n the i  nfa ntry.  (La ughter )

D id  you l ' i ve  on  the  mi l  i ta ry  reserva t ion?

0h, ro,  1ye had a pass and they were very stpict .  We had to pass in every

morn ' ing  and ou t  every  even ing .  But  I  l j ved  in  Hampton,  I  l i ved  in  the  town

of Hampton.

You ren ted  there .

I  ren ted ,  y€S.

You ren ted  a  house?

No,  no ,  I  d ' i dn ' t  ren t  a  house .  I  l i ved  ' i n  severa l  d i f fe ren t  p laces  there '

because  I  needed  space  fo r  the  pa in t ing  th ihg '  d  s tud io .  And  I  l j ved  severa l

d j f fe ren t  p laces .  Some p laces  I  boarded w i th  a  fami ly  and ius t  ren ted  a  par t

o f  the . i r  ups ta i rs  and so  on .  0 ther  p laces  I  ius t  a te ' in  the  loca l  res taurants

and ren ted  a  good por t ion  o f  the  second f loor .  That ,  most  o f  the  t ime,  i s

what  I  d id .  The p lace  I  was  a t  the  longes t  was  Newpor t  News Avenue in  Hampton '

V i rg in ia - -a  g rand o lder  coup le  whose fami ly  had a l1  g rown up and le f t  and they

had  th is  g rea t ,  b ig ,  huge  house .  The  top  f loo r  was  never  in  use  a t  a l l ,  so

they  jus t  ren ted  me most  o f  tha t - -we l l ,  to  myse ' l f  and  a  pa in te r  f r iend  o f

m1ne who a lso  was in  the  same cond ' i t ion .  He pa in ted  and he  worked a t  Lang ley .

So we took  th is  as  a  s tud io -apar tment ;  he  had h is  bedroom,  I  had my bedroom,

and we each had this area that we shared for - -
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When you ran  o f f  and en l i s ted ,  where  d id  you go  to  en l i s t?

Th is  migh t  sound s i l l y  to  you- - I  don ' t  remember .  I  had been th rough tha t

m' i l l  so  many t jmes i t  i s  very  vague ' in  my memory  now ius t  exac t ly  wh ich  p ' lace

i t  was  tha t  I  f i na l l y  d jd  go  in .  Bu t  I ' l l  never  fo rge t  th i s :  I  was  sen t  to

Fort  Meade, Mary' land--Fort  George Meade. The f i rst  few days there I  was

very  sure  I  had made a  bad mjs take .  I  wound up  on  permanent  K .P.  and I  have

never enjoyed k ' i tchen work,  and I  was up to my elbows jn hot soap suds from

reve i l l e  un t i l  l ong  a f te r  re t rea t  every  so l id  day .  (Chuck les )

Maybe they were t ry ing to break your spir i t .

No,  they  d ' id  th js  to  everybody,  some men ja l  job  or  another .  l , r le  were  ac tua l l y

' in the Serv ' ice but they hadn' t  issued us un' i forms yet or anything. And they

s imp ly  kept  us  there  un t i l  they  had cu t  o rders  and ass igned us  to  a  de f jn i te

mi1  i ta ry  pos t  fo r  bas ic  t ra in ing .  So we were  on ly  there  jus t  a  very  shor t

t jme.  Then I  was  /sen t , /  to  For t  McCle l lan ,  A labama,  fo r  in fan t ry  bas ic  t ra in -

ing .  And the  res t  i s  no t  wor th  rea l l y  hard ly  ta ik ing  about ;  I  went  th rough

the  same doggone rou t jne  every  o ther  dogface went  th rough.  But  I  loved j t - -

I  rea l l y  loved every  minu te  o f  j t .  I  loved march ing  and wa l  k ' ing  fo r  30  m' i les

on fo rced marches ,  I  loved every  minu te .  Noth ing  bu t  beaut i fu l  b lue  sky  and

green h ' i l l s  and t rees  and c reeks  and r i vers  and lakes  and ponds.  I  was  jn

hog heaven in  the  in fan t ry ,  un t i l  I  found ou t  there  was an  a ' i rborne  in fan t ry ;

t hen  tha t  was  fo r  me .  I  was  i n  Enq land  a t  t ha t  t ime .  Then  I  t ook  a i rbo rne

t ra in jng  and t rans fer red  ' in  f rom s t ra igh t  in fan t ry  to  a i rborne  in fan t ry .  And

tha t ' s  the  way I  went  th rough the  war  myse l f ,  jn  combat .

You went to Engl  and?

Yes,  we went  to  Eng land,  bu t  we weren ' t  there  too  long,  about  s ix  months ,  I

guess .  Maybe  no t  even  tha t  1ong ,  j t ' s  a  l i t t l e  vague .  Bu t  I  know j t  was

M:
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lovel .y and warrn incl  !unny wf ien f  qot  there.

You don ' t  remember  where  in  Eng land?

0h,  in  severa l  p laces .  But  the  p lace  we s tayed the  longes t  was  a t  a  p lace

ca l l ed  Ch i s l edon  Ba r racks ,  nea r  t he  t own  o f  Sw indon ,  Eng land .  F rom the re ,

though,  about  Chr is tmast ime,  i t  was  when the  "Bu lge"  deve loped,  when Von

came crash ' ing  th rough our  l ines  and then we were  immedia te ly  f lo t^ tn  across .

I  had one expqr ience there  0hat  was t remendous,  and I '1 . l  never  fo rge t  i t .

We went  in  a j rborne  and we were  the  f i rs t  A l l ied  t roops  to  p ie rce  in to  Germany

proper .  And i f  anybody doesn ' t  th ink  tha t  was  an  exper ience,  they  have never

l j ved  th rough  a  th ' i ng  l i ke  tha t .  I t  was  a  comb jna t ion  in  my  mind  o f  the  mos t

exp los ive  and the  most  hor r ib le - -bu t  a t  the  same t ime I  cannot  deny  my adren-

a l ine  was go ing  r igh t  th rough the  top  o f  my head and i t  was  the  most  d ramat ic

and  exc i t i ng  exper ience  o f  my  en t i re  l r ' f e .  And  odd ly  enough ,  in  sp i te  o f  the

death  and des t ruc t ion  and the  very  c lose  ca l l s  I  had myse ' l f ,  I  ha te  to  admi t

to  i t ,  bu t  in  re t rospec t  I  know I  en joyed i t .  And I  d id - - I  a lways  en ioyed

phys ica l  combat .

Now these a i rborne  t roops ,  they  were  taken in  in  p lanes?

In  g f ide rs ,  and  in  parachu tes ;  bo th  ways .  An  a i rborne  invas ion  i s  a  comb ina-

t jon ,  o r  a t  leas t i t  was  in  those days- -a  g rea t  number  o f  the  t roops  went  in

by  parachute  and a  lesser  number  went  in  those o ld  Waco g l iders .  And th is

was ou t  o f  necess i ty  because we had a  cer ta ' in  amount  o f  reasonab ly  heavy

equ ipment - -an t i - tank  mines  and jeeps- - tha t  were  too  heavy  to  parachute  in

w ' i th  the  equ ipment  we had jn  those days .  So they  took  those and enough t roops

to  pu t  them jn to  opera t ion  in  g ' l i de rs .  And  I  wen t  in  then  on  a  g l ide r .  I ' l l

t e l l  you ,  I  wou ld  have  a  lo t  ra ther  jumped in ;  a  man on  a  parachu te ' i s  a  ve ry

t iny  ta rge t .  Tha t  g rea t ,  b jg ,  s1ow,  cumbersome,  lumber ing  g l ide r  loaded  w i th
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exp ' los i  ves  j  s  one he l  I  o f  a  s  j  t t i  ng  duck  I

ou t  o f  the  sky  and I ' l l  never  know how we

man on  tha t  g l jde r  was  jn ju red  and  I  don ' t

fab r i c  on  there  tha t  wasn ' t  punc tu red .

0urs  was b lown to  p ieces  and fe l l

weren ' t  w jped  ou t .  Bu t  no t  a  s ing le

th ink  there  was a  square  foo t  o f

The  91  ide r  d id  land ,  though .

You  cou ld  ca l l  j t  t ha t .  I t  came wh j r l i ng  and  tw is t ing  down ou t  o f  the  sky ,

h i t  the  s ide  o f  a  dyke ,  and  s l id  down ac ross  the  g reen  g rass  w j th  ha l f  o f  one

wing  gone .

You  mus t  have  been  in  the  m ids t  o f  hos t i1e  t roops .

0h ,  I  hope  they  te l l  you  we were ' in  the  m ids t  o f  h i s t i l e  t roops- -yes ,  s i r l

They never knew exact ly where to expect j t  but  they knew j t  was coming some-

p1ace ,  somet ime.  And  they  had  a l l  k inds  o f  t raps  fo r  these  g l ide rs .  For

j  ns tance,  they  had po l  es  s imi  I  a r  to  te ' legraph po l  es  o r  te l  ephone po ' les  s tuck

a l l  over  the  landscape  tha t  was  f la t - -anyp lace  tha t  a  g l ide r  cou ld  land .  And

between these po les  were  s t rung s tee ' l  cab les ,  and f rom these cab les  hung an t i -

tank  h igh  exp ' los jve  m ines .  Can  you  imag ine  what  happens  to  a  g l ide r  when  i t

runs  ' in to  one o f  those? And the  91  ider i t se l f  was  a lways  loaded w j th  hundreds

o f  pounds  o f  h igh  exp los ives .  I t  was  qu i te  a  show!  I t  was  rea l1y  qu i te  a

6nofl:
A ' l o t  o f  you r  f r j ends  we re  p robab ' l y  k i l l ed .

Yes ,  t he re  were  many .  The re  was  a  boy  f rom Whee l i ng ,  Wes t  V ' i r g in ia ,  wh ich  i s

a  town  jus t  50  m i les  f rom my  hometown .  0 f  cou rse ,  because  we  were  c lose

ne jghbors  a t  home,  we  had  k ind  o f  made  f r i ends ' i n  t he  Serv i ce  where ,  you

know,  you  had  budd ies .  l , . l e  were  runn ing  toge the r - -he  d idn ' t  l and  i n  the  same

g l i de r  I  d id ,  bu t  we  made  con tac t  on  the  g round ,  and  we  were  runn jng  c rouched

over  w j th  ou r  r i f l es .  The re  was  a  nes t  (we  knew th i s ,  we  had  spo t ted  th i s
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mach ine  gun nes t )  and we were  runn ing  c rouched low and de f t l y  so  tha t  bu l le ts

went  over  our  heads  to  t ry  to  take  care  o f  th js  mach ine  gun nes t .  H is  body

jus t  came in  two p ieces  r igh t  bes ide  me.  A  German mach ine  p is to l  f i res  much

more  rap id ly  than a  mach ine  gun.  l , lhen  one o f  those is  Jeve led  on  a  man and

the  t r jgger  i s  pu11ed ,  j t  f i res  so  rap id ly  tha t  i t  i us t  has  abou t  the  same

ef fec t  as  a  huge saw.  Th is  I  w i l l  never  fo rge t .  0 f  course ,  th is  was a  homor ,

bu t  the  bo t tom par t  o f  h im- - I  know we wene runn ing- - the  bo t tom par t  o f  h im

took  s jx  o r  e igh t  s teps  be fore  i t  fe l l  over  and the  top  par t  was  lay ing  beh jnd

where  he  was h i t .  Many peop le  wou ldn ' t  be l ' ieve  tha t ,  bu t  i t ' s  t rue .

I t  seems l ' i ke  when you ge t  in  f i xes  l i ke  tha t ,  tha t  fa te  in tended fo r  you  to

I  i ve .

Tha t ' s  exac t l y  wha t  we 'd  been  taugh t  to  be l ieve ,  and  accep t  i t  we  d id .  When

you went  in to  the  a i rborne

I t  was  d r i l l ,  d r i l l ,  d r i l l ,

t jme /we were taugfrv t f rat

i t  has  your  number  on  j t ,

D id  you hes i ta te  when your

jn  those days  you were  psycho log ica l l y  sc reened.

d r i l l - -  k ' i l l ,  k i l l ,  k i l l ,  k ' i l l .  Bu t  a t  the  same

death  rea11y  is  no t  any th jng  to  fear ,  because i f

i t ' s  go ing  t o ,  and  i f  i t  doesn r t ,  i t  won ' t .  Fa ta l i sm .

f  r i end  was  k ' i 1 l  ed?

tYoi l  can'  t  hesi  tate.

You keep on  go ing?

You bet  you  keep on  go ing !  Yes ,  John,  You keep on  go ' ing .

And  then  d id  your  ou t f i t  overcome th is . . .?

Yes ,  ve ry  qu ick ly .  0h ,  no t  jus t  tha t ;  tha t  l i t t l e  mach jne  gun  nes t  was  no th ing .

Tha t  was  jus t  one  l i t t l e  th ing .  We wene comple te ly  su r rounded .  Th is  i s  the

way i t  works  when you go ' in  a j rborne- -you are  comple te ly  sur rounded by  the

enemy,  on  a l l  s jdes .  Then what  you do ,  you  keep push ing  and shov jng  and

push ing  and  shov ing  t i11  you  ge t  a  spearhead  go ing .  Then  you ' re  re l ieved ,
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usua l ly  w i th jn  two or  th ree  days ,  because you have opened up  a  cor r idor ,  then

your  re l ie f  t roops  can  come in  beh ind  you .  0 f  course ,  th i s  was  a t  Wese l ,  r i gh t

on  the  Rh ine  R iver .  And wh i le  we were  f igh t ing  and push ing  inward ,  ' i nward '

jn to  Germany proper ,  the  eng ineers  were  work ing  l i ke  mad to  d raw a  br idge

across  the  Rh jne  beh ind  us  so  suppor t  t roops  cou ld  come jn .  So,  th is  on ly

las ted  a  per iod  o f  two or  th ree  days  un t i l  we were  re l jeved.  0 f  course ,  we

went  ahead and fought ,  bu t i t  was  no th ing  so  very  heavy .

You cont inued on ,  then,  fo r  some t ime.

Yes ,  we  jus t  kep t  go ing .  Tha t  was ' in  March  and  we were  pu l led  ou t ,  as  I  re -

ca l l ,  i n  May .

And went back to England?

No,  we d idn ' t .  We s tayed in  Germany fo r  qu j te  some t ' ime.  They  d idn ' t  have

mi1 i ta ry  government  a t  tha t  t ime,  o f  course ,  so  they  took  our  ou t f i t  and  broke

i t  up - -wha t  we  ca l led  bus ted  i t  up .  Cer ta in  o f  the  men, ' i nc lud ing  myse l f ,

were  g iven cer ta in  sec tors  o f  Germany proper  wh ich  we majn ta in ted .  l ^Je11 ,  i t ' s

a  one-man g roup ,  because  the  p lace  was  c raw l ing  w i th  hos t i l es  and  w i th  d is -

p laced persons ,  many o f  whom were  s ta rv ing .  You see,  they  had camps fu ' |1

o f  peop le  f rom a l l  over  Germany who l ' i ved  in  p r isons .  They  were  a l l  ius t

tu rned loose and d idn ' t  know where  to  go ,  where  to  ge t  food- - j t  was  rea11y a

ter r ib le  s i tua t ion .  So they  sp l i t  us  up  and we were  sca t te red  across  the

count rys ide  w j th  our  own sec tors ,  FL l  con tac t  w i th  our  headquar te rs ,  t ry jng

to  ma jn ta jn  some k ind  o f  o rder  un t i l  t hey  cou ld  ge t  in  the re  and  ge t  a  m i l i -

ta ry  government  go ing .

I  know wh i le  you  were  in  Europe  i t  wasn ' t  a  favorab le  t ime  fo r  tou r i s ts ,  bu t

d id  you ever  ge t  to  see any  o f  the  museums or  g rea t  works  o f  a r t?

0h ,  you  be t  I  d id .  John ,  I  don ' t  know,  I  guess  I 'm  a  po l i t i c ian .  Bu t  I  a lways
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t r ied  and I  a lways  succeeded to  meet  loca l  peop le  and to  ge t  mys le f  in  the i r

good graces ,  and then to  use  them to  my advantage,  to  b lun t  about  j t ;  I  d id .

Yes ,  I  go t  i n to  p laces  tha t  were  c losed  up  dur ing  the  war .  I  d idn ' t  see

anyth ' ing  l  i ke  a l ' l  they  had because they  were  in  vau l ts  and bur ied  underground,

bu t  I  d id  ge t  to  see many th ings  tha t  hard ly  anybody ever  d id  ge t  to  see.

Th is  was t rue  jn  France,  i t  was  t rue  jn  Germany.  I  can ' t  even reca l l  a l l  the

M:

p1 aces  .

Manue l  Acos ta  was in  the  Serv ice  a t  tha t  same per iod ,  and over

were .  He  to ld  me o f  go ing  to  va r ious  p laces  l i ke  the  Louvre .

bu t  they  had most  o f  the  pa in t ings  pu t  away.

l ^ lhen I  was  there ,  the  Louvre  wasn ' t  even open- -bu t  I  go t ' in .

Is  ' i t  t rue  tha t  most  th inqs  were  taken down?

there when you

I t  was  open

C:
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(  Laughter  )

Yes ,  the  wa l l s  were  p re t t ywe l l  s t r jpped .  Bu t  I  d id  ge t  to  see . . .o f  course ,

no th ing  l i ke  what  they  have permanent ly  in  the  Louvre ,  bu t  I  d id  ge t  to  see

more  than I  had t ime to  absorb  and j t  was  a  t remendous ly  educat jona l  exper ience

for  me.

I t  exc j ted  your  jn te res t  in  a r t .

I t  d id ,  yeS.  But  even be t te r  than tha t  were  some o f  the  peop le  I  met  there .

Dur ing  th is  t ime  in  Europe  I  was ,  I  th ink ,  p robab ly  the  luck ies t  G . I .  tha t

was in  Europe because I  met ,  pure ly  by  acc ident ,  in  Germany,  a  very  wonder fu l

pa in te r  whose name I  do  no t  w ish  to  ment ion  because h is  son is  an  Amer ican

c i t i zen  now l i v ing  in  th j s  coun t ry  and  I  don ' t  wan t  to  embar rass  h im.  H is

fa ther  was  on  the  A l l j ed  b lack l i s t  th rough  no  fau l t  o f  h i s  own.  Th is  i s  a  man

whom I  admj redandwho taugh t  me a  lo t  wh i le  I  was  l i v ing  in  Germany .  The  on ly

reason  tha t  h is  name was  on  the  A l l i ed  b lack l i s t - -and  he  was  impr isoned  la te r - -

the  on ly  reason  was  tha t  H j t l e r  p re fe r red  h is  pa in t ing ,  and  he  d id  a  lo t  o f

M:
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work  fo r  o ld  Ado l f  Sh icke lg ruber  and  th is  go t  h im on  the  wrong  l i s t .  Bu t

I  knew the  man,  and I  d id  know h jm qu ' i te  in t imate ly  fo r  a  per iod  o f  a  few

months .  He  was  in  fea r  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  because  he  knew th is .  Bu t  jn  a l l  hones ty ,

h is  sympath ies  never  were  Naz i .  He was what  he  had to  be  a t  a  t jme jn  h" is to ry

when there  was no  cho ice  ' i f  you  w ished to  surv ' i ve .

H i t l e r ,  I  guess ,  p re fe r red  very  rea l i s t i c  pa ' in t ing .

Ex t remely .  And H i t le r ' s  tas te  was very  poor .  But  th is  man was a  magn i f i cen t

pa ' in te r  - -  t ra jned ' in  I ' l un ' i ch ,  o f  the  so-ca l led  Mun ich  schoo l  .  He was a  very

wonder fu l  pa ' in te r  bu t  he  cou ld  do  these th ings  tha t  Der  Fuehrer  admi red ,  and

so  o f  course  he  d id .

Did you go to l ' lunich?

No,  I  d idn ' t  bo ther .  Th is  wasn ' t  anywhere  near  l t l un ich .  I t  was  a  l j t t l e  b i t -

t y  v ' i 11age  tha t  I  found  h im.  I t  was  an  o ld  p lace  tha t  had  been  a  b lacksmj th ' s

fo rge .  He  was  k jnd  o f  ho led  up ' in  the re - - i t  was  in  the  w ' in te r t jme.  He  was

k ind  o f  ho led  up  in  there ,  ac tua l l y  hop ing  nobody wou ld  f ind  h jm or  know who

he was i f  they  d id l  Bu t  I  was  thene and I  poked around these th ings ,  and I

needed some charcoal  br iquets.  I  had a place I 'd taken over for  /mi l  quarters.

For tunate ly ,  j t  had  a  s tove  bu t  I  d idn ' t  have any th ing  to  burn  jn  j t .

As  I  sa jd ,  I  needed  the  cha rcoa l  b r i que ts  and  the re  were  ve ry  few  p ' l aces  tha t

had  any  fue l .  Down  by  the  edge  o f  t he  v i1 lage ,  i n  a  l ow  p lace  no t  f a r  f rom

the  r i ve r ,  t he re  was  on  o1d  fo rge .  I t  had  been  a  b lacksm ' i t h ' s  f o rge  somet ime

past  when LThei l  used a lo t  o f  horses.  And there was smoke coming up f rom

So I  f igured  tha t  where  there 's  smoke there  has  to  be  someth ing  burn ing .
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So I  wandered through the snow down thene and there was an old whi te-haired

man.  He was awfu l  square- - typ ica l  Teuton ic ,  what  you th ink  o f  as  an  o ld

German.  He spoke a  broken Engf ish  and I  spoke a  fa i r  German,  so  we cou ld  con-

verse  very  we11 .  I  asked  h im j f  he  had  charcoa l  b r ique ts ,  and  he  d id  have .

I  don ' t  know where  he  go t  them a l l ,  bu t  he  had charcoa l  b r iquets ;  and I  t raded

some ra t ions- - food- - to  h im ' in  re tu rn  fo r  some o f  these br iquets .  Then I  used

those up and I  needed some more so I  went back. And he needed food desperate-

ly ,  so  we worked ou t  a  l i t t le  amangement .  I  kep t  h im supp l ied  as  bes t  I

cou ld  w i th  foods tu f fs  and in  re tu rn  he  kept  me suppf ied  w i th  someth ing  to

keep me f rom f reez ing  to  death  in  the  room I  was  s tay ing  in .

I  d jscovered pure ly  by  acc ' iden t  and by  nos ing  around. . .  One t ime I  went

down there  and he  wasn ' t  in  s igh t ,  bu t  the  f ron t  o f  the  p lace  was open.  The

b ' ig ,  heavy  wooden door  was ius t  hang ing  on  j t s  h inges .  I  ius t  swung i t  open

and  I  wen t  in ,  he  wasn ' t  the re ;  I  d jdn ' t  see  h im anyp lace  a round .  I  ca l led

and go t  no  answer .  So I  s ta r ted  look ing  around in  some o f  the  o ther  rooms.

There  were  o ther  l i t t le  rooms tha t  had been k jnd  o f  f i v ' ing  quar te rs .  They

were  s tacked w ' i th  pa in t ings- -gorgeous,  beaut j fu l ,  power fu l  pa in t ings- -and

pa in t ing  equ ipment ,  a l l  o f  the  th ings  tha t  an  a r t i s t  wou ld  use .  In  one  o f

the back rooms he had torn out part  of  the roof and gotten some old mater ia l

o f  some k ind- - I  don ' t  know what  j t  was ,  p las t i c  o r  g lass  o r  wha t - -and  la id

i t  over  the  top  o f  i t  and  then pu t  some heavy  t imbers  so  the  w ind  wou ldn ' t

b low i t  o f f .  Bu t  i t  a l l owed l i gh t  to  come th rough  the  ce ' i1 ing  and  he  was

pa in t ing  back  there .  And  j t  was  fabu lous  pa in t ing .

In  jus t  a  shor t  t ' ime he  re tu rned.  A t  f i r s t  he  was fu r ious  tha t  I  had

in t ruded,  so  I  kep t  reassur ing  and reassur ing .  I  went  back  up  to  my room and

go t  some th ings .  0 f  course ,  I  had  ske tched  and  d rew and  d id  a  l j t t l e  th ing
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everywhere I  went.  I  went up and I  got  some of these things and took them

back  and showed h im some to  conv jnce  h im tha t  we had a  mutua l  in te res t .  Wel l ,

I  managed to  ge t  myse l f  in  h is  good graces  aga in  and I  spent  every  minu te  I

cou ld  poss ib ' l y  spare  day  or  n igh t  down there  in  tha t  p lace  w ' i th  th im.  I

l ea rned  a  lo t  more  abou t  pa in t ing  f rom h im,  and  o f  course  a  lo t  o f  i nsp i ra t ion .

He was a  wonder fu l  man to  me,  jus t  had no th ing  bu t  wonder fu l  th ings  to  g ive .

What sort  of  su bj  ects did he pa i  nt?

He pa in ted  every th ing ;  he  pa jn ted  me.  He pa in ted  me th ree  or  four  d i f fe ren t

t imes.  And he  pa in ted  the  landscape around there  and he  pa in ted  some o f  the

hor r ib le  s j tua t ions .  Th is  was shor t l y  a f te r  the  wors t  o f  j t .  Jus t  whatever

impressed h im,  he  pa in ted .  But  he  pa in ted  very  bo ' ld ly  w i th  a  b jg  b rush,

loaded w i th  pa in t - -very  s t r i k ing ,  power fu l  work ;  very ,  very  power fu l ,  fu l l  o f

charac ter .  I ' d  never  seen any th ing  done qu i te  tha t  way ,  and i t  rea l l y  made

an impress ion .

How was  he  l i v ing?

A bare  ex is tence,  jus t  a  bare  ex js tence.  He had no  food,  rea l l y ,  except  l ' i ke

everybody e lse ,  he  go t  what  he  cou ld  s tea l .  That ' s  the  way i t  was  there ,  then.

I f  you  cou ldnr t  sc rounge  i t  and  s tea l  i t ,  you  d ied- -un less  you  cou ld  make

f r jends  w i th  some Amer ican G. l .  Now you ge t  the  p ' i c tu re?  (Laughter )

Then you Welq s l ipp' ing him some food?

0 f  cou rse l  I  gave  h im  a l l  t he  f ood  I  cou ld  poss ib l y  g j ve  h jm l  I  had  more

food  than  I  needed  to  rea l l y  ma jn ta in  no rma l  hea l th - -a l l  Amer i cans  do ,  whe the r

they  know ' i t  o r  no t .  Even  i n  a  comba t  s i t ua t i on ,  we  had  more ,  f a r  more ,  t han

those  poo r  peop le  had .  Yes ,  I  cou ld  sha re  wha t  I  had  w i t h  h jmo  and  I  d i d .

And  I  was  more  than  repa id .

A l l  du r i ng  you r  expe r iences  ove r  t he re ,  you r  hea l th  was  v igo rous?
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0h ,  yes ,  I ' l l  say  so ,  excep t  fo r  one  l j t t l e  case .  I  go t  amoeb ic  dysen te ry ,

and  i t  s t i l l  f l a res  up  once  in  a  wh i le .  Bu t  I  go t  tha t  because  I  d ' i d  some-

th ing  tha t  I  knew bet te r ,  bu t  I  d id .  I  was  so  th i r .s ty .  I t  was  someth ing

l j ke  30 'o r  40o be low zero  and every th ing  was f rozen,  there  was no  water ,  and

we had run  ou t  o f  a  supp ly  o f  d r ink ing  water .  The on ly  th ing  we cou ld  do  was

mel t  snow or  bneak  ice  or  someth ing .  So I  found a  s tone t rough bes ide  a

bu i ld ing  tha t  had f rozen,  bu t  I  cou ld  see tha t  there  was s t i l l  water  in  the

lower  par t .  So  I  took  my bayonet  and an  axe and hacked a  ho le in the  ice  and

got  myse l f  a  d r ink .  And boy ,  d id  I  pay  fo r  tha t  d r ink i  I  con tac ted  amoeb ' ic

dysentery  r igh t  now,  and I  thought  and w ished tha t  I 'd  d ie .

You 'd  th ink  the  co ld  wou ld  have  k r ' l l ed  them.

You 'd  th ink  so ,  bu t  i t  d jdn ' t .  Tha t  was  very  common.  0 f  course '  we  were

to ld  i t  wou ld  happen ' i f  we  d id  th ings  l i ke  th i s .  Bu t  you  know,  you  d id  i t

a  few t imes and no th ing  happened,  you go t  away w j th  j t .  And then you d id  i t

the  one  t ime and  you  d idn ' t  ge t  away  w i th  i t .

I  guess  the  th ing  you 'd  have to  do  wou ld  be  to  bo i l  the  water ,  wou ldn ' t  you?

Yes  ,  bu t .  .  .  I  d ' i dn '  t .  (Chuck l  es  )

D id  tha t  knock  you ou t  fo r  long?

Not  too ]ong .  I t  knocked  me ou t  fo r  a  wh i le ,  bu t  no t  too  1ong .

They  d idn ' t  have  an t jb io t i cs  ye t ,  d id  they?

They had su l fa  d rugs .  t , . le  were  a lways  f i l l ed  w j th  su l fa  d rugs- -g iven grea t '

b ig ,  huge  p i11s  as  b ig  as  s i l ve r  do l la rs ,  I  can  remember .

They  make you s jck ,  too .

A lmos t .  Bu t  j t  doesn ' t  mat te r  wha t  we  d id .  We a l l  v ' i o la ted  the  ru les ,  and

you  do  pay  the  p r i ce ,  i nc lud ing  myse l f .

You stayed there in Germany some t ime.

M:

C:
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C: Yes ,  I  s tayed  the re  fo r  qu j te  a  l ong  t ime .  I  can ' t  r eca l l  exac t l y '  bu t  I

know i t  was summert jme because f rom there I  went  to  Le Havre,  to  Camp Twenty

Grand .  They  had  Camp Lucky  S t r i ke ,  Camp Twen ty  Grand ,  and  so  on - - ten t  c j t -

ies for  the Amer ican t roops where they were quar tered and wai t ing to  board

sh ip .  We were  sen t  t he re ,  and  i t  was  ho t te r  t han  Hades .  I n  t he  mean t ' ime '

I  spen t  qu i t e  a  b j t  o f  t ime  back  i n  F rance .

You  go t  t o  go  to  Pa r i s?

0h ,  yes ,  I  spen t  a  f a j r  amoun t  o f  t ime ' i n  Pa r j s .  Bu t  t ha t  wasn ' t  whe re  I

r ea11y  go t  i t .  I  l o ved  Pa r i s - -oh ,  boy ,  d i d  I  l o ve  Pa r i s l  Beau t ' i f u l ,  beau -

t i f u l  Pa r i s ,  beau t i f u l ,  beau t i f u l  g i 11s ,  and  eve ry  one  o f  t hem anx jous  and

eager  to  do  any th ing  she  cou ld  fo r  t he  Amer i can  G . I .  j n  re tu rn  fo r  a  few

choco la te  ba rs  o r  c ' i ga re t tes  o r  maybe  a  d inne r  o f  some k ind .  Back  home

they  ca l l ed  j t  be ing  i n  hog  heaven .  ( Laugh te r )  Bu t  t he  bes t  o f  F rance

wasn ' t  i n  Pa r i s .  I t  was  i n  t he  a rea  a round  Nancy  fo r  me .  Nancy  and  Lun6-

v i l l e  we re  l ' i t t l e  t owns - -we11 ,  t hey ' r e  c i t j es - - I  t h j nk  t hey ' r e  p robab l y

20  m j ies  apa r t .  Bu t  j t  was  i n  t ha t  a rea  tha t  I  s tumb led  on to  a  F rench  pa in te r '

F rench ' imp ress jon i s t ,  t ha t  had  ano the r  t r emendous ' i n f l uence  on  my  who le  l i f e .

Tha t  was  a  man  named  Georges  Lanneux .  And  I  f ound  h im  acc ' i den t l y .  He  d idn ' t

l ' i ve toomany  yea rs  a f t e r  t ha t .  He  was  a  marve lous  a r t i s t ,  bu t  he  was  a  hea l t h

food  nu t - - f i r s t  one  I  eve r  me t - -and  he  d ied  because  o f  i t .  He  was  as  th in

as  a  ra i l .  I 'm  su re  he  mus t  have  been  s j x  f ee t  t a l l  and  I  be t  he  we ighed

eve ry  b1 t  o f  80  pounds .  He  wou ld  t ake  no th i ng  i n  h i s  body ,  e i t he r  so l i d  o r

l . i qu r ' d ,  excep t  a  cheese  made  f rom the  n j l  k  o f  a  goa t ,  and  the  m i l  k  o f  a  goa t '

and  F rench  f ambrouge  (? ) ,  v j n  ond jna i r e .  Tha t  i s  a l l .

I^ l i  ne and cheese.

t { i ne  and  cheese - -and  goa t ' s  m i l k .  No  b reads  o r  g ra ' i ns  o f  any  k ind ,  no th ing .

I  don ' t  know where  he  go t  on to  th j s .  Bu t  he  d ied  i us t  a  ve ry  few  yea rs  l a te r

M :

C :

M:

c .
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f rom mal  nu t r i  t ion .

I  th ink  the  m i l k  wou ld  have  g iven  h im the  nu t r i t i on .

[ , Ie l l ,  i f  you  th ink  abou t  tha t  d ie t  o f  h i s ,  you '11  f ind  i t  was  very  lops ' ided .

How long can a  grown man cont inue to  ma in ta in  good hea l th  on  tha t  k ind  o f

d je t?  By  the  way ,  j t  i nc luded  more  o f  the  v in  o rd ina i re  than  j t  d jd  o f  the

goa t ' s  m i l k  o r  the  cheese .  (Chuck ' les )  He  cou ld  d r ink  w ine  ius t  l j ke  i t  was

water .

You s tud ied  ar t  w i th  h im?

Yes ,  I  d jd .  As  I  say ,  he  was  an  impress jon is t .  He  as  a  young  man had  s tud ied

w' i th  P issar ro ,  who was the  dean,  o f  course ,  o f  the  French impress ion ' i s t

schoo l - -as  a  very  young man.  And he  was an  o ld  man when I  knew h jm.

When you f in ished w i th  h im,  you were  back  jn  Le  Harve .

Yeah,  a f te r  tha t  I  went  back  to  Le  Havre .  I  thought  i t ' d  never  come,  bu t

f ina l ' l y  the  sh ip  a r r i ved .  Tha t  was  qu j te  an  exper ience .  They  loaded  us  on

th is  LST.  0 f  course ,  they 'd  move very  s1ow1y anyway- - the  Queen E l izabeth

passed us  about  four  t jmes coming and go ing  on  round t r ips  and we ' re  jus t

s t i l l  p lugg ing  a1ong1  Bu t  abou t  m ' id -A t lan t i c ,  a ' lmos t  exac t l y  m idpo in t  i n  the

At lan t ic . . .  As  you may know,  someplace on  board  sh ip  they  have a  map and

they  p lo t  the  sh ip 's  course  so  tha t  the  peop le  on  board  can ge t  some idea o f

where  they  are  and you can fo l low the  sh ip 's  course  every  day .  I ^ le l l ,  ius t

abou t  m id -A t lan t i c  i t  s topped .  Then  i t  s ta r ted  s low ly ,  s l i gh t l y  backwards .

A  p rope l le r  fe l l  o f f  the  th ing ,  r igh t  a lmos t  exac t l y  m jd -A t lan t i c .

I t  had on ly  one prope l ' le r?

I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  bu t  I 'm  no t  su re .  Bu t  th j s  i s  wha t  they  to ld  us  had  hap-

pened.  Whether i t ' s  a  fac t ,  I  donr t  know.  But  I  know tha t  we sa t  there  fo r

a  so l id  week ,  jus t  bobb ing  l i ke  a  co rk .  And  t ransa t lan t i c  t ra f f i c ,  bo th  sh ip
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and a i r  go ing  bo th  d i rec t ions ,  pass ing  us  l i ke  we  were- -we l1 ,  we  were- -s i t t i ng

s t j l l .  And  we 'd  lay  the re  in  the  ho t  sun- -oh ,  and  i t  was  b l i s te r ing  ho t  on

tha t  s tee l  deck- -and watch  those o ther  sh ips  go  by ,  ho11er  a t  the  men i f  j t

was  c lose  enough ,  and  they 'd  ho l le r  back .  0h ,  we  fe l t  l i ke  we 'd  been  deser ted

and abandoned l  But  a f te r  about  a  week,  some k jnd  o f  a  boat  came out  f rom. . .

i  don ' t  know where  i t  came f rom--someplace in  Br i ta in ,  I  guess- -w i th  a  re -

pa i r  c rew and d jvers .  They  foo led  around there  fo r  the  be t te r  par t  o f  two

days .  Then a l l  o f  a  sudden we took  o f f  and came on back .  When we got  on  tha t

boat we were not coming home. That was af ter  VE Day, but i t  was pr ior  to VJ

Day. And what we were scheduled to do was to go to the Paci f ic  and help wind

up th ings  over  there .  But  because we were  de layed,  VJ  Day happened wh i le  we

were  s t i l l  i n  the  At lan t ic  0cean,  so  they  changed course  and brought  us  in to

New York .  I  th ink  we must  have been about  the  happ ies t  boat load o f  guys

that ever disembarked. l l le d ' idn' t  know vve were com' inq home.

From New York where did you go?

0h,  I  came on back  to  West  V i rg in ' ia .  You know,  everybody ge ts  a  leave as  soon

as  you  ge t  back .  I  don ' t  remember ,  I  th ink  j t  was  a  30  day  leave .  Dur ing

tha t  30  days  I  came back  and mar r jed  the  g i r l  I ' d  been wr i t ing  to .

Your  w i fe  i s  a  na t ive  o f  C ' la rksburg?

No,  she ' i s  no t .  She  was  born  in  Pennsy lvan ia - -P i t t sburgh- -bu t  she  was  ra jsed

in  Sa lem,  Oh io ,  a  l j t t l e  town abou t  20  mi les  f rom Youngs town.  She  was  in

the  Army Nurse  Corps ,  you  see.  A t  any  ra te ,  we were  mar r ied  r igh t  as  soon as

I  came back  f rom overseas .  And then I  dec ided tha t  I  wou ld  remain  in  the

Serv jce  in  the  regu la r  a rmy.  I  d id  un t i l  1952,  U-n" i l  I  res igned f rom the

Serv i  ce .

Was your rank always the same?M:
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C:  0h ,  no .  You know how i t  i s - -you bounce around l i ke  a  cork ,  rank-w ise .  I

never bounced down too hard;  I  skipped some ranks on the way up, but I  never

got  too  fa r .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  d jdn ' t  want  to l  I  was  hav ing  too  good

a t ime,  and I  was  do ing  what  I  wanted  to  do  and I  was  ab le  to  l j ve  the  way

I  wanted  to ,  see  the  p laces  I  wanted  to  see.  I f  I  had  had too  much more ,

tha t  wou ldn ' t  have  been  the  case- - I  wou ld  have  had  respons ib i l j t i es  and

ass ignments  tha t  wou ld  have inh jb i ted  /n i l .  Rea l ly ,  tha t ' s  why  I  s tayed in ,

so  I  cou ld  do  these  th ings .

But  anyway,  I  had some bad exper iences ,  and I  don ' t  rea l l y  want  to  go

in to  them too  much.  But  I  became unhappy jn  the  Serv ice  and s ' imp1y res ' igned.

I  wanted  to  be  a  pa in te r ,  no th ing  bu t .  I ' d  a lways  been a  pa in te r - -no  mat te r

what  i  d id ,  j t  was  pa in t jng  f i r s t .  And  i t  was  ge t t ing  to  the  po in t  where

th is  wasn ' t  go ing  to  be  poss ib le .  And  o ther  reasons  a lso .  I  wasn ' t  i n  any

t roub le  jn  the  Serv ice  a t  a l l  o r  any th ing  o f  tha t  so r t ,  bu t  i t  i us t  wasn ' t

my bag anymore  and I  res igned.  I  was  regu la r  a rmy so  I  had the  pr iv i lege

o f  res ign ing .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  d jd - - res igned  a t  For t  B l i ss .  And  the  res t  o f

the  s to ry  I  th ink  i s  fa i r l y  we l l  known.  I ' ve  been  l i v ing  and  pa in t ing  and

teach ing  in  E l  Paso  and  th js  a rea  ever  s ' i nce .  Tha t ' s  s ince  l94B tha t  I

f  i r s t  a r r i ved .  I  came ou t  to  For t  B l  i ss  in  the  Serv ' i ce  in  
. l 948 .  

I  d ' i dn ' t

res ign  f rom the  Serv ice  un t i l  ' 52 .  Bu l  I  was  teach ' ing  a t  the  t ' ime ,  wh i le  I

22
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was  i n  t he  Se rv i ce .

Teach ing  a r t?

Yes .  I  had  a  few  s tuden ts  the re .

A t  Fo r t  B l  i ss?

No ,  no - - I  had  a  s tud jo  j n  my  home on  Gran t  Avenue ,  r i gh t  ac ross  the  s t ree t

f rom l4anha t tan  P resby te r i an  Church ,  a t  2829  Gran t .  I  had  a  s tud io in  the
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basement  and I  had l5  o r  20  s tudents ,  I  guess ,  about  two even jngs  a  week.

I ' d  take  ha l f  o f  them a t  a  t jme- - I  usua l ' l y  had  l0  o r  l2  a t  a  t ime .  Tha t ' s

as  many as  I  cou ld  hand le  in  tha t  space.

That  was wh i le  you were  s t i l l  i n  the  Serv ice?

I  was  s t i l l  i n  the  Serv ice .  I  l augh  now in  remember ing  back .  A  lo t  o f  my

f r iends- -some o f  them are  s t i l l  heren  some have passed on ,  bu t  they  wene

f r iends  a t  the  t ime- - they  used to  re fe r  to  me as  tha t  ups tar t  f rom For t

B l i ss .  (Laughter )  Because I  was  a ' lways  t ry ing  to  shake them up,  you know.

I  knew that some things needed to be done jn El  Paso. i  knew we needed a

museum and I  knew there  was a  lo t  rnore  to  th is  than jus t  hav ing  a  show down

at  San Jac in to  P laza  once a  year .  Rea11y,  tha t ' s  how the  E l  Paso Ar t  Assoc ' ia -

t ion  s ta r ted .  We s ta r ted  w i th  four  peop le  jn  . |948.

Who were  these four  peop le?

That was LaVora Norman, urho has lef t  El  Paso many years ago; and Mrs.  Enid

A lden;  and my dear  f iend  D jck  L ' i ch t ,  the  arch i tec t ,  who d ' ied  a  few years  ago;

and myse l f .  Now,  tha t  was  the  very  nuc leus ,  and tha t  was  in  
. |948.  

I , Je  had

the  f i r s t  Sun  Carn iva l  Show up  a t  the  o ld  E l  Paso  Tech  bu i ld ing .  Tha t ' s

where  I  met  those peop le .  And then we go t  to  ta lk ing ,  you  know,  wou ldn ' t  j t

be  n ice  j f  we  cou ld  do  th is  on  an  o rgan ized  bas is .  Then ,  r igh t  away ,  w j th jn

a  week,  we had peop le  l i ke  Eugene Thurs ton  and Lewis  Tee l  and so  on ,  and they

were  eager  to  go .  And so  we d id - -we fo rmed the  E l  Paso Ar t  Assoc ia t ion  in

Mrs .  A lden 's  l i v ing  room.  And  as  you  know,  they  s t i l l  have  an  E l  Paso  Ar t

Assoc ia t ion ,  except  I  th ink  i t  has  th ree  or  four  hundred members .  And I

th jnk  you know a lso  tha t  we do  have a  very  f ine  museum.  A l l  o f  those th ings

came to  pass ,  and I  can  remember  par t i c ipa t ing  in  and watch ' ing  the  who le

th ing .  I t ' s  a  happy  th ing- - ' i t ' s  a  very  happy th ing  to  watch  and to  remember .
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You th ink  the  Ar t  Assoc ia t ion  he l  ped ge t  the  Museum?

I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  I  know damn we l l  tha t  i t  d jd :  I  was  persona l l y  invo lved  in

j t .  And aga jn ,  I  wou ld  ra ther  no t  go  in to  tha t  because there  are  peop le ' in

the area who are unaware--and I  want them to remain unaware--of  some of the

rami f i ca t ions  and  some o f  the  th ings  tha t  took  p ' l ace  tha t . . .we11 ,  I ' l l  pu t

i t  th ' i s  way ,  shou ldn ' t  have bu t  d id .  But  the  th ing  succeeded anyway,  as

p lanned ,  so  le t ' s  l eave  we l l  enough  a lone .

Anyway,  I  have l i ved  here  a l l  th is  t ime s ince ,  I  have reared my fami ly

here ,  and  I  haven ' t  the  s l i gh tes t  des j re  to  ever  leave .  Th is  a rea  has  every -

th ing  I  want .  I t  has  been good fo r  me and i t  has  been good to  me.  Every

day  o f  my l i fe  here  I  have contac t  w i th  peop le  tha t  he lp  me in  my own deve l -

opment .  And  there  i sn ' t  a  day ,  I  donr t  be l i ,eV€e  tha t  I  don ' t  rece jve  insp i -

ra t ions  f rom the  count rys ide ,  f rom the  who le  wor ld  here ,  tha t  j s  what  I  need

to keep my furnace go' ing.  Everybody has a furnace, you know, to keep you

go ing ,  espec ' ia11y  i f  you ' re  invo lved ' in  a  th ing  we th ink  o f  as  c rea t i ve .

I t ' s  anaz ing  how much  fue l  i t  t akes  to  keep  tha t  th ing  go ing .

You mean the  mot iva t ion?

I  mean the  mot iva t jon ,  y€s .

Bes ides  th is  German ar t i s t  and the  French ar t i s t  you  d iscovered,  were  you

ab le  to  do  any  fo rmal  a r t  t ra jn ing  a t  a r t  schoo ls?

Not  one minute ,  and I ' ve  very  g ra te fu l  fo r i t .  Th is  f r iend  Dav is  tha t  taught

a t  Pr jnce ton  to ld  me very  ear ly  indeed tha t  I  must  make up  my mind whether  I

wanted  to  be  whatheca l led  a  c rea t ive  f ine  ar t i s t  o r  whether  I  wanted  to  be

an ' ins t ruc to r in  a  schoo l  sys tem.  That ' s  what  he  cons idered h imse l f  to  be .

He sa id  they  are  no t  the  same th ing ,  tha t  t ra in ing  you rece ive  in  a  un iver -

s i ty  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  c rea t jve  f ine  ar t  whatsoever .  As  a  mat te r  o f
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fac t , ' i t  can  be  the  death  o f  i t .  He exp ' la ined the  reasons  why and he  res ' igned

f rom Pr ince ton  because o f  th is  very  th ing ,  many years  ago.

You  see ,  in  any  teach jng  r 'ns t i tu t ion  the re  i s  such  a  th ing  as  o rgan jza -

t ion  and  there  j s  such  a  th ing  as  d jsc ip l ine ,  and  submjss ion  to  au thor i t y .

0 f  course ,  there  is  in  any ,  bu t  no t  to  the  degree.  .  .  Wel  I  ,  I  ' l  I

pu t  i t  th is  way.  He to ld  me- -and I  found he  was r igh t - - i f  you  want  to  rea11y

learn  and  you  want  to  deve lop  s t r i c t l y  as  a  c rea t i ve  f i ne  a r t i s t ,  you  mus t

spend  a l l  o f  your  l i f e  i f  you  poss ib ly  can  on  tha t ,  no t  on  unre la ted  th ings ;

and you cannot  d ' i ss ipa te  your  energy .  You 've  go t  to  know yourse l f  and

know the  wor ld  a round you and be  respons jbe .  Pa in t jng  is  communica t ion ,  Vou

see .  I f  you  do  tha t ,  you  w j l l  never  be  an  jns t ruc to r  in  a  pub l i c  jns t i tu t ion

because  you  won ' t  be  qua l i f i ed .  Bu t  i f  you  ded ide  tha t  you  w ish  th js  fo r

secur i ty  o r  fo r  whatever  reasons ,  then go  the  o ther  way- -go  to  co l lege,  go

to  the  un ivers j ty  o r  the  ar t  schoo l ,  and graduate ,  ge t  a  Master  o f  F ine

Ar ts  degree.  Then you can do  tha t .  Bu t  you  w j l l  f ind  tha t  you  w i l l  have

ne j ther  the  t ime nor  the  energy  to  do  the  th jng  you rea l l y  want  to  do .  And

' i f  you  want  to  rea l l y  be  a  c rea t ive  f ine  ar t i s t ,  your  who le  l i fe  must  go

in to  tha t .  And tha t ' s  the  way I  went .  A l i  I  know in  the  way o f  techn iques

and  ph i losopy ,  too ,  I  d id  no t  ge t  f rom so-ca l led  fo rma l  ins t ruc t ion ' in  any

ins t i tu t ion .  I  go t  i t  the  way J ' immy adv ised me to  ge t  i t ,  f rom h im and

f rom o thers  as  we l l .  You s jmp ly  ge t  w i th  somebody who is  g rand and good and

great  and knows the i r  bus iness ,  and you s tay  w i th  them as  long as  you can.

You  soak  i t  up ,  you  ask  ques t ions ,  you  watch ,  Vou  look ,  you  l i s ten ,  you  be-

come one  w j th ,  and  you ' l l  l ea rn i t .  And  tha t ' s  the  on ly  way  I ' ve  ever  lea rn -

ed  any th ing .  But  I  have no t  go t  a  s ing le  c redent ia l ,  lnor  do /  I  have the

leas t  des i re  fo r  i t .
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I  know they  have  a r t  schoo ls  jn  the  b ig  un ive rs i t i es ,  bu t  I  was  th ink ing

more  o f  p laces  l i ke  the  Nat iona l  Academy o f  Des ign .

I  wou ldn ' t  was te  my  t ime.  I  wou ld  no t .  I  have  been  to  and  v is i ted ,  I  have

even been of fered some teaching posi t ' ions in some of these so-cal ' led art

ins t i tu tes .  Some o f  them are  b ig ,  mu] t i -m j l l i on  do l la r  a f fa i r s  w i th  b ig

budge ts  and  a l l  tha t .  Bu t  I  do  no t  agree  w i th  any th ing  in  the i r  who le  ph i lo -

sophy  or  the i r  methods  o f  opera t ion .  And I  w i l l  no t  submi t  myse l f  to  tha t .

I 'm  cons t i tu t iona l l y  unab le  to .

0 f  course ,  some ar t i s ts  cou ld  go  and s tudy- -no t  seek  a  degree,  jus t  s tudy

wi th  one  o f  the i r  teachers  in  a  par t i cu la r  a rea .

We11,  tha t ' s  r igh t ,  thene 's  no th ing  wrong  w i th  tha t ,  bu t  I  never  d id ' i t  f o r

one  s imp le  reason .  I t ' s  a  te r r ib le  th ing  to  say ,  bu t  I  have  ye t  to  meet  an

ins t ruc to r  o f  pa in t ing  in  any  un ive rs i t y  o r  a r t  schoo l  tha t  I ' ve  ever  seen

who had what  i t  took  and I  wanted  to  learn  f rom.  I t ' s  tha t  way .  That  sounds

l i ke  a  te r r ib le  conce j t ;  and  i t  i sn ' t  rea l l y  tha t ,  and  I  don ' t  mean ' i t  tha t

way .  Bu t  the  bes t  a r t i s ts  I  have  never  found ' in  an  ins t j tu t ion .  And  the

ones i  wanted  were  the  bes t  I  cou ld  ge t .

You fee l  tha t  you  learn  more  f rom a  prac t ic ing  ar t i s t .

Abso lu te ly .  And  tha t ' s  the  on ly  way  I ' ve  ever  lea rned .

Sor t  o f  appren t i cesh ip .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .

You spoke o f  an  ar t  museum a t  C la rksburg .

0h ,  no ,  no t  a  museum.  Tha t ' s  a  ga11ery .  What  i t  an roun ts  to ' i s  they  have  an

ar t  g roup there  much l j ke  the  E l  Paso Ar t  Assoc ia t ion  bu t  smal le r ,  because

' i t ' s  no t  a  very  la rge  town- - i t ' s  on ly  about  maybe 30 ,000 peop ' le .  But  they

have some very ded' icated peop' le that  have been for years and years and years.

M:

C:
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They  bough t  an  o ld  home and  conve r ted  tha t  j n to  the j r  a r t  cen te r .  They  have

a  ga l l e ry  the re  and  conduc t  t hese  a f fa i r s  much  l j ke  i n  E l  Pason  an  o rgan ized

ar t  g roup.

They sel l  the' i r  p ' ic tures there?

Yes .

And maybe have some c lasses?

They do  tha t ,  yes .  But  I  haven ' t  been there  fo r  the  be t te r  par t  o f  th i r ty

years .

Cou ld  we ta lk  about  Urb ic i  So le r?

Yes,  I  knew Urb ic i .  I  knew h jm in  a  casua l  way  fo r  a  long t ime be fore  i

rea l l y  knew h im a t  a l l  we l l ,  bu t  I  admi red  h im t remendous ly .  I  s t i l l  do ,  I

th ink  he  was a  wonder fu l  man and I  th ' ink  he  was a  wonder fu l  cons t ruc tor  o f

scu lp tu res - -he  was  a  good  scu lp to r .  I  had  had  some scu lp t ing  and  carv ing

as  an  accessory  to  my pa in t ing  w i th  some o f  the  pa in te rs  I ' ve  worked w i th - -

some o f  them ins ' i s ted  we take  some scu lp t ing .  But  I  d idn ' t  go  too  fa r  in to

i t .  I  had  some f ree  t ime,  so  I  dec  jded  I ' d  go  ou t  to . . .we l l ,  ' i n  those  days

I  th ink  you  ca l led  i t  the  Co l lege  o f  M ines ,  and  ta lk  to  Urb ic i .  So  I  d id ,

and he  was grea t - -he  was jus t  wonder fu l .  He to ld  me tha t  I  cou ld  come jn to

a  n igh t  c lass  tha t  they  had  there - - I  guess  aud i t i ng ,  w i thou t  ac tua l l y  enro l -

l i ng  in  co l lege .  I  cou ld  comeout there  and  jus t  fo r  a  sma l l  fee  I  cou ld  io in

th is  c lass  a t  n jgh t  ( I  th jnk  they  met  once  o r  tw ' i ce  a  week)  and  he  wou ld

he l  p  me in  scu l  p tu re .  And he  d id .

I  remember  one  inc iden t  tha t  was  fabu lous .  I t ' s  k ind  o f  te l f  i ng  on  your -

se1 f ,  bu t  I  don ' t  ca re ' - I ' l l  t e l l  on  myse l f .  I ' ve  been  a  pa in te r  fo r  a  1ong ,

long  t ime and  I ' ve  done  an  awfu l  l o t  o f  po r ta i t s  in  years  pas t .  So  they

put  a  g i r l  up  there  on  the  mode l  s tand and he  sa id ,  "Now do her  head. "  And

M .

C:
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here was a garbage can ful ' l  of  damp c1ay, c lassroorn c ' lay.  " l t lake an armature

and do  her  head. "  So I  made an  armature  and d id  her  head,  and he  sa id  j t

l ooked  jus t  l i ke  her ,  i t  was  a  good  l i keness .  And  I  d jd  i t  i n  an  hour ,  and

he l l ,  the  o ther  s tuden ts  hadn ' t  even  p i led  a l l  the  c lay  on  the i r  a rmatu res

yet .  So I  was  fee l ing  pre t ty  good.

Bu t  he  sa ' id ,  "Bu t  ' i t  doesn ' t  l ook  I ' i ke  a  scu lp to r  d jd  j t '  i t  l ooks  l ' i ke

a  pa in te r  d jd  j t .  Now fo rge t  what  you know about  pa in t ing  and le t  me teach

you  someth ing  abou t  scu lp tu re . "  Boy ,  he  d id - -we  to re ' i t  up  and  s ta r ted  over .

When I  f in ished i t  the  second t ime,  he  came over  and looked a t  me and sa ' id ,

"0h ,  you  foo l ,  you  fOo l ,  YoU fOo l l "  I  sa id ,  "What ' s  the  mat te r? "  Everybody

e lse  was s tand ing  there  look jng  w i th  wonder  on  the ' i r  face ,  You know.  He

sa' id,  "Let me tel1 you sornething. One of  these days you might maybe decide

to  be  a  g rea t  scu lp to r  ins tead o f  a  pa jn te r .  And you might  ge t  comm' iss ioned

by the  government  to  do  maybe Jus t ice  up  on  the  Supreme Cour t  Bu i ld ing . "  He

sa jd ,  " I f  you  do  her  I i ke  tha t ,  the  o r jo les  wou ld  bu j ld  a  nes t ' i n  her  nose

and  be  sw ing ing  in  the  b reeze . "  How do  you  l i ke  tha t?  R igh t  the re ,  tha t  was

h is  way  o f  te l l i ng  me tha t  a  p iece  o f  scu lp tu re  shou ld  have  con t inu i t y  and

there  shou ld  no t  be  ho les  in  i t .  And  I ' ve  never  been  ab le  to  fo rge t  tha t ,  and

every  t jme  I  see  a  p iece  o f  scu lp tu re  I  l ook  to  see  j f  i t  has  a  f l ow in  con-

t inu i t y  o f  a1 ' l  pa r ts ,  o r  d id  he  leave  ho les  in  i t .  (Laugh te r )  I  nemember

tha t  about  Urb ic i  more  than I  remember  any  o ther  s ing le  inc ident .  I  d idn ' t

go  too  long- - j t  was  a  re la t i ve ly  shor t  t ' ime,  and I  don ' t  even remember  how

1ong.  He  d idn ' t  l j ve  too  long  a f te r  tha t ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t .  I  don ' t  know,

a  coup le  o f  years  o r  so .

Car l ,  how d id  you ge t  in te res ted  in  iewe l ry  mak ing?

0h,  tha t ' s  a  c razy  s to ry ,  too .  I ' ve  a ' lways  had a  hanker ing  to  t ry  th ings
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tha t  I ' ve  never  t r i ed  be fo re .  In  l94B when I  f i r s t  came to  For t  B l i ss ,  I

hadn ' t  b rought  my fami ly  ye t .  My w i fe  was back  a t  home wi th  her  fo lks ,  p reg-

nant  w i th  our  second ch i ld ,  so  I  was  there  a lone.  I  had weekends f ree ,  and

I  found an  o ld ,  o1d man way up  around 80  tha t  had pa1sy .  He had a  jewe l ry

company  and  he  had  o rders  he  cou ldn ' t  f i l l .  And  i t  was  impor tan t  to  h jm;  i t

was  a l l  he 'd  ever  done .

So I  found i t  ou t  and I  p ropos i t ioned 61 i l .  I  sa id ,  "You teach me

th is  t rade ,  I ' l l  work  fo r  you  fo r  no th ing . "  And  I  d id  fo r  abou t  a  year .  I

spent every weekend and every night and every moment I  had for a whj le.  I

1e t  pa ' in t ing  dr i f t  fo r  a  I  i t t le  b i t  and I  went  down and I  concent ra ted  on  th is .

Tha t  o ld  man taugh t  me an  awfu l  1o t ,  l i ke  s tone-cu t t ing ,  go ldsmi th jng ,  s i l ve r -

smi th lng ,  and  so  on .  He  d ' idn ' t  l ' i ve ' l ong- -he  d ied  in  a  coup le  o f  years .  And

I ' ve  done  i t  ever  s ince .

You don' t  remeniber his name?

Yes ,  h is  name was  A .  D .  Hudson .  He  had  a  l j t t l e  b i t t y  p lace  in  an  o ld  s to re

bu j ld ing  r igh  across  the  s t ree t  f rom the  Armed Forces  Y on  San Anton io  S t ree t ,

about  a  b lock  f rom the  ra i l road depot .  He l j ved  jn  the  back .  A  wonder fu l

man,  bu t  jus t  a  poor  l i t t l e  o ld  fe l l a .  He  had  th js  shon  and  he  had  a  few

t i r ing i  he  cou ld  do ,  anc l  i t  rneant  a  I  j t t le  b  j t  o f  jncome and cou ld  keep go ing .

Bu t  he  jus t  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  a lone- -he  was  too  o ld  and  shaky .

He made jewe l ry  on  order  fo r  peop le ,  was  tha t  i t?

Yes ,  and  he  cu t  s tones .  He  had  a  b ig  ou t f i t ,  a  huge  th ' i ng  the re  fo r  cu t t i ng

and  po ' l i sh ing  s tones .  I  th ink  i t  was  one  he 'd  bu i l t  fo r  h " imse l f  .

He had the  equ ipment .

Yes ,  he  had the  equ ipment  and he  had the  knowledge,  bu t  he  had shaky ,  o ld  man 's

hands tha t  cou ldn '  t  do  what  h is  rn ind  to l  d  h im.
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So  h js  m jnd  to ld  you .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  Tha t ' s  the  same way  I  l ea rned  to  pa ' in t .  (Laugh te r )

You 've  k jnd  o f  spec ia l  i zed  jn  opa ls ,  haven ' t  you?

For  a  wh i le  I  d id ,  bu t  no t  en t j re l y .  I  worked  w j th  a l l  k inds  o f  gemstones .

I ' ve  done  lo ts  o f  emera lds  and  sapph i res  and  rub jes  and  d iamonds ,  bu t  I  do

have  a  huge  co l lec t jon  o f  opa1s .

Do you make jewelry on order for  people?

I  do  on  occas ion .  I f  j t  appea ls  to  me,  I  do .  I f  i t  doesn ' t  appea l  to  me,

I  don ' t - -because  I  don ' t  have  to .  I  do  i t  because  I  en joy  do ing  i t .  I f

I  th ink  I  w j l l  en joy  i t  and  i f  they ' re  happy  w i th  wha t  i  tu rn  ou t - - f i ne .

Otherw jse ,  I  cou ld  ca re  less .  Pa jn t ing  ' i s  my  th ing ,  rea11y .  The  ma in

reason tha t  I  s tay  w ' i th  the  jewe l ry  ' i s  because I 'm se l f -emp ' loyed,  I  have no

re t i rement  income or  any  k ind  o f  insurance a t  a l1  except  what  they  ca l l

Soc ia l  Secur i ty ,  wh ich  I  do  no t  be l jeve  in .  I  a lso  know tha t  my money is

wor th  less  every  year  due  to  th i s  te r r ib le  jn f la t ion .  I t ' s  ge t t ing  worse ,

i t ' s  no t  ge t t ing  be t te r .  So  money  rea11y  i s  o f  ve ry  l i t t l e  va lue  to  me

jus t  to  save ' i t  fo r  j t s  own saken bu t  gems and jewe l ry  inc rease /Tn  va lueT.
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