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Mr.  Dav idson ,  le t rs  s ta r t  ou t  w ' i th  some b iograph ica l  i n fo rmat ion ,  l i ke

when and where were you born "

We11,  I  was  born  here  in  C l in t  on  December  16 ,  1908.  My mother  and fa ther '

when they were marr ied,  come to th is country in 1907. I  was born less than

a mi le  f rom where  I  l i ve  now.

Where were your parents f rom?

My fa ther 's  peop le  o r ig ina ' l l y  came f rom Arkansas .  My mothen 's  peop le  came

f rom Scot land.  My mother 's  peop le  l i ved  in  the  l i t t le  town o f  G lenrose,

which js some 70 to B0 mj les south of  Fort  Worth.  My father went to school

a t  the  o ld  T r in i t y  Un ive rs i t y  wh ich  used  to  be  jn  Waxahatch ie .  I t ' s  now

in  San Anton io .  When he and my mother  were  maru ied ,  he  s tud i :ed  c iv i l

eng ineer ing .  So  he  came to  th i s  coun t ry . . . th j s  was  v j rg in  coun t ry  in  those

days .  Near ly  a l l  o f  the  va11ey was in  mesqu i te  b rush .  The E l  Paso paper

pr ints a column every day, Fi f ty Yeg_fs- 4X9 Today, and so forth.  A few

years back they pr inted a column where my father had shot a coyote in f ront

o f  Edgar  D .  Brown 's  s to re ,  wh ich  was  r igh t  he re  in  C l in t .  So ,  the  an ima ls

came r jgh t  in to  town.  You cou ld  go  w ' i th in  a  quar te r  o f  a  mi le  o f  the  I  i t t le

town o f  C l in t  and ge t  a  mess  o f  qua i l  a lmost  any  day .

You can ' t  do  tha t  anymore .

No,  you can ' t .  When they  brought  the  au tomobi le  in ,  why ,  peop ' le  ou t  o f  E l

Paso f locked down to the val ley in such numbers that  they soon wiped out

the  qua i l  popu la t ion  as  fa r  as  there  be ing  enough to  ge t  a l l  you  wanted  any

t ime. Dur ing the f j rst  few years my father was here,  he worked in a grocery

s to re  and  a lso  ran  a  ho te l .  In  those  days ,  so  I 'm  to ld ,  the  ho te l  was  a

pret ty important place because everything was based on the rai l road. The

roads that we had here were gravel  roads. There were no phones in those
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days  and  the  ra i l road  was  the  ma in  th ing .  The  resu l t  i s ,  ho te ls  d id  we l l

because peopl  e fu-ou\{  come in by rai l  a i rd there was no place for them to

s tay .  They  cou ldn ' t  ge t  in  a  car  and go  50  or  60  mi ' les  to  f ind  a  p lace

jn  E l  Paso.  So every  l i t t le  town had i t l  own ho te l  o r  inn  where  peop le

could stay.  He run those. They turned tne over to a Mexican lady and as

a resu l t  I  spoke Span ish  be fore  I  d id  En!1 ish .  I 'm very  p roud o f  tha t

because I  spend a  good par t  o f  my l ' i fe  w j th  the  Mex jcan peop le .  A t  one

t ime,  when  I  was  so  c lose  to  them,  I  d id l  a l l  o f  my  th ink ing  in  Span ish .

As  I  go t  fu r ther  away f rom them I  rever tbd  back  to  th ink ing  in  Eng l ish .

That  shows how c lose  you can ge t  to  peop le .

Q:  That ' s  t rue .  Espec ia l l y  a round here  where  you need i t .

D: That 's r ight .  Af ter  my father had been here several  years he started

leve l ing  1and .  H js  co l lege  educa t jon . . . I  don ' t  th ink  he  ever  f j n ' i shed

co11ege.  He probab ly  went  two or  th ree  years .  He s tud ied  c iv i l  eng ineer

so  he  go t  in to  the  land  leve l jng  bus jness ,  and  he  he lped  pu t ' i n  a  number

o f  the  fa rms around C l in t .  He gradua l ly  acqu i red  fa rms o f  h is  own.  We

used to  l i ve  on  a  fa rm.  I  guess  when I  was  f i ve  o r  s ix  years  o ld ,  we mov

to  a  fa rm tha t  was  a  mi le  and a  ha l f  to  two mi les  f rom Cl in t .  t , r le  had a

road that we used to get f rom Cl ' int  to our home. I t  would go ' in and out

among the  mesqu i te  c lumps.  There  was very  l i t t le  land  be tween here  and

San E l " i zar io ,  and be tween here  and Ys le ta ,  here  and Fabens,  tha t  was

c leared.  I t  was  jus t  spo ts  here  and there .  Peop le  wou ld  buy  some land

and  c lear  away  the  mesqu i te  bushes ,  leve l  i t  a  l j t t l e  b i t ,  and  run  wate r

on ' i  t .

Par t  o f  the  reason was there  wasn ' t  more  in  there  was,  in  those days

there  was no  E lephant  But te  Dam.  The E lephant  But te  Dam,  i f  I  reca l l
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cor rec t l y r  wdS s ta r ted  a round  1915  o r '16 .  Un t j l  t ha t  t ime ,  the  on ly  t ime

peop le  had water  in  th is  va l ley  was when there  were  ra . ins  up  in  the  B lack

Range jn  New Mex ' i co  o r  up  jn  the  upper  va l ley  and a  f ' l ood  o f  water  wou ld

come down the Rio Grande. That 's al l  the water they had. I f  they had a

dry  summer ,  why ,  nobody cou ld  ra ise  any th ing .  Every th ing  dr ied  up .  Jus t

pr io r  to  1918 and Wor ld  l r la r  I ,  they  pu t ' in  the  E lephant  But te  Dam.  That

gave them a  supp ly  o f  water  tha t  was  dependab ' le .  As  a  resu l t ,  peop le  s ta r ted

buy ' ing  up  land and leve ' l  ing  the  who le  va11ey.  I t  was  soon pu t  in to  cu l t i va t ion .

What  k ind  o f  c rops  d id  they  have here  a t  f i r s t?  t , r las  i t  co t ton  l i ke  they

have now?

No.  Co t ton . . . l  can ' t  te l l  you  exac t l y  wh ich  year r  bu t  the  f i r s t  co t ton

was grown in  th is  va l ley  on  what  they  ca l led  the  o ld  Wel ' l ' s  fa rm,  wh jch  was

jus t  about  a  mi le  f rom Cl jn t  where  you tu rn  o f f  to  what  j s  now the  Sur ra t

Feed  Mi l l .  I  th ink  tha t  was  p lan ted  in  1917  o r '18 .  They  te ' l l  t he  s to ry

that the way they got on to cot ton here was that some fami ly moved from

around l , . laco, Texas, where cotton was wel l  establ ished. They come out in

a  wagon and the  wagon had the  usua l  sea t  on  i t ,  made ou t  o f  lumber .  I t  was

pre t ty  hard  so  the  fe l low tha t  was  br ing ing  h is  fami ly  ou t  here  went  ou t

and f i l l ed  ' i t  w i th  co t ton  seeds  to  make i t  a  so f t  p ' lace  to  s i t .  When he

got to Cl int  he wondered how cotton would do here.  He p' lanted some cotton

and ' i t  d jd  so  much  be t te r  than  i t  d id  in  Waco  tha t  o ther  peop le  no t i ced  i t .

0 f  course ,  co t ton  go t  to  be  fa i r l y  h igh  pr iced  fo l low ing  the  f j rs t  wor ld

war .  So,  a l l  o f  a  sudden the  va l ' ley  jus t  a l ,most  tu rned to  co t ton  because

there was a demand for the seed and there was a demand for the f ibre and i t

was more prof i table than any other crop that ever had grown before.  In fact ,

I  guess  you cou ld  say  the  ac tua l  deve lopment  and the  f i rs t  p rosper i ty  o f  the
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va11ey was a  resu l t  o f  co t ton .  I t ' s  been tha t  way  a lmost  ever  s ince .

0 f  course ,  a l fa l fa  was a ' lways  an  impor tan t  c rop ,  too .  In  the  ear ly

days  there  wasn ' t  a  da i ry  indus t ry  as  we know i t ,  and most  fami l ies  depended

on the  fami ly  mi l l (  cow in  o rder  to  have mi1k ,  bu t te r  and so  fo r th .  They

even made cheese. They needed hay to feed their  cows. And of  course that

was the horse and buggy days. Cars had not become commonplace down here

then, there were just  a few of  them. I  can remember when I  was a l i t t le

b i t t y  fe l low,  tha t  we wou ld  ge t  our  buggy  and go  dr iv ing  on  Sunday and ha l f

o f  the  ca rs  we ld  see  were  a l l  s ta l led .  They 'd  have  the  hoods ' l i f t ed  up

and peop le  wou ld  be  t inker ing  w ' i th  them,  t ry ing  to  ge t  them s tar ted  aga ' in .

There were bad roads, too,  I  guess.

0h ,  yes .  They  were  grave l  roads ,  woodchuck  ho les  jn  them.  0 f  course ,  cars

weren' t  dependable in those days. They were new and very few people knew

how to  take  care  o f  them.  The eng ines  wou ld  d ie  o r  maybe d i r t  wou ld  ge t  in

the  fue l .  A l l  they 'd  know to  do  was s j t  down and. . .  Lo ts  o f  them wou ld

have a  team o f  horses  or  mu les  to  pu l l  them in  someplace because they  cou ldn ' t

ge t  them s tar ted .  Inc ident ly ,  ta lk ing  about  the  co t ton  indus t ry  here ,  i  to ld

you tha t  my fa ther 's  peop le  were  p lan ta t ion  owners ' in  Hope,  Arkansas .  They

had over 100 slaves because that was the only k ' ind of  labor they had. They

were  very  p roud o f  the  fac t  tha t  they  had loca ted  the i r  p lan ta t ion  g in  a ' long-

s ide  o f  a  r j ver  so  tha t  the  seed wou ld  fa l l  in  the  r i ver  and wash away i t

ou t  and they  wou ' ldn ' t  have to  hau l  i f  o f f  and th row i t  away.  Then,  ' in  con-

t ras t  to  tha t ,  by  7943 , '44 ,  ' 45 ,  we  had  the  h ighes t  pn ice  tha t  I  reca l l  fo r

co t ton  seed jn  th js  count ry ,  $120 a  ton .

Here  in  the  va11ey?

In  the  va1 ley .  Which  is  s ix  cents  a  pound.  Yet  70  to  80  years  be fore  tha t
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they  dumped i t  in to  the  r i ver  to  ge t  r id  o f  i t .  Now,  over  a  per iod  o f  years

they  learned to  ge t  the  o i l  ou t  o f  i t  and  use the  mea l  fo r  l i ves tock .  In

fact ,  that  has become so important in the product ion of  beef and dairy products

and the soybean meaf in the product jon of  poul t ry and sw' ine that r ight  now

there is a wor ld shontage of  prote ' in.  Cottonseed meal that  was worth $70 a

ton  las t  year  in  Memphis  go t  as  h igh  as  $260 or  $270 a  ton- -over  four  t imes

as much. Now, you asked something about what crops were before we got cot ton.

Did they have a lot  of  grapes down here?

They d idn ' t  have too  many grapes .  0 f  course ,  when the  Span iards  come jn to

th ' i s  count ry ,  they  were  grea t  peop le  fo r  w jne .  They  wou ld  p lan t  v ineyards

wherever  they  wou ld  se t  up  a  church  or  a  miss ion .  I  unders tand tha t  they

p lan ted  enough grapes  to  p roduce the  w ine  tha t  the  peop le  wanted .  But  i t

was  never  an  indus t ry  l i ke  i t  j s  i n  Ca l i fo rn ja ,  l i ke  i t  i s ' i n  par ts  o f  l t a ' l y

and France.  In  o ther  words ,  they  wou ld  p roduce i t  fo r  the i r  own use.  0 f

course ,  I  p resume tha t ' s  the  way a1 l  th ings  wene,  back  severa l  hundred years

ago .

I  can remember that  we produced most ly wheat and very l j t t le corn.

Corn  doesn ' t  do  very  we l l  in  th js  count ry ,  bu t  we a lways  produced some to

have cornmeal .  t , . le  a lso  produced a l fa l fa .  l , |e  a lso  produced,  a t  t jmes,  p ' in to

beans.  in  those days ,  when you went  to  the  s to re ,  Vou on ly  bought  s tap les .

There wasn' t  any such thing as a TV /d=inne!*.  And i f  you bought prunes or

dr ied  vegetab les ,  they 'd  e i ther  come in  bar re ls  o r  b ig  boxes .  They  were  no t

packaged.  tvbs t  peop le  bought  on ly  what  we ca l  l  s tap les .  They  wou ld  buy

cof fee ,  sugar ,  maybe dr jed  peas  or  beans ,  and dr ied  sa l ted  f i sh .  0 f  course ,

at  that  t ime, they began to get a certain amount of  canned goods. But we

didn' t  buy too many canned goods because the women in those days grew gardens
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and had orchards .  They  wou ld  pu t  up  la rge  quant i t jes  o f  d i f fe ren t  k inds  o f

f ru i ts  and vegetab les .  We 'd  make sauerkrau t .  t ^ le  made our  own soap.  We 'd

k i l l  t he  hogs ,  take  the  la rd ,  add  1ye  to  i t ,  and  I  don ' t  know what  e lse ,  bu t

we 'd  tu rn ' i t ' i n to  soap .  Peop le  were  p re t t y  se l f - su f f i c jen t  i n  those  days .

But  they  wou ld  buy ,  fo r  ins tance,  f i sh .  We d idn ' t  have f i sh  here  so  we

wou ld  buy  sa l t  mackere l  and dr jed  sa l t  cod f ish ,  lo ts  o f  foods  l i ke  tha t .

But  genera l l y  speak ing ,  we p lanned on  produc ing  a1 l  o f  the  food we wanted

r igh t  a t  home.

I  can  remember  the re  used  to  be  a  m i l l  i n  San  E l ' i za r io ,  a  f l ou r  m i l l .

I  remember  when I  was  a  l i t t le  b i t t y  fe l low we wou ld  load a  sack  or  two o f

corn  and wheat  and take  i t  over  to  the  mi l l .  They  wou ld  g ' i ve  us  ' in  re tu rn

so much f lour  and so  much corn  mea l .  Then we 'd  take  care  o f  tha t  and t ry

to  keep the  weev i l s  ou t  and i t ' d  las t  un t i l  nex t  year .  So tha t ' s  the  way

we l i ved .  I t  wasn ' t  too  bad a  way to  l i ve  e i ther .  The k ids  in  those days ,

k ids  d idn ' t  ge t  in to  t roub le  because they  were  too  busy .  The ch j ld ren  were

expected  to  he lp  mi lk  the  cows,  take  care  o f  the  garden,  ga ther  the  eggs ,

feed the ch' ickens and the turkeys, and we produced al l  of  our own eggs and

pou' l t ry.  l^ le had our own gardens. We ate those vegetables f resh and then

we canned them, and we dr ied them. l r le would dry peaches and apples and can

them,  too .  We wou ld  g row cabbage,  wh jch  we made in to  sauerkrau t .  We bought

very ' l i t t le  except  maybe sa1t ,  sugar  and the  th ' ings  tha t  we cou l l ldn ' t  g row.

To do  tha t  we cou ld  keep enough mi lk  cows tha t  we cou ld  make enough bu t te r .

I  was pret ty young at  th is t ime, about s ix or seven years old.  One of  my

jobs  was no t  on ly  to  mi lk  the  cows bu t  to  sk im the  c ream o f f ,  churn  i t '

and  make i t  jn to  more  or  less  pound-s jze  cubes  o f  bu t te r .  We wou ld  take

that to the store and they would pay us so much for i t  and g' ive us credi t  on
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the  books  and tha t  wou ld  pay  fo r  the  sugar  and every th ing .  I t  d jdn ' t  take

too  much money to  I i ve  on  then.  When money go t  scarce ,  i t  wasn ' t  any  prob lem.

Did  Wor ld  t la r  I  a f fec t  the  va l1ey  in  any  way,  as  fa r  as  p roduc ing  more  food?

0h ,  yes ,  I  th ink  i t  d id .  0 f  course ,  the  ma in  th " ing  tha t  a f fec ted  the  va11ey

was the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  E lephant  But te  Dam.  But ,  you  see,  Judrez  had a

gar r ison  and For t  B l i ss  was a  Cava l ry  pos t ,  so  they  used a  grea t  dea ' l  o f

a l fa l fa .  0 f  course ,  once we go t  th is  water  ou t  o f  the  dam,  we cou ld  ra ise

lo ts  o f  every th ing .  Before ,  we jus t  hoped tha t  there  wou ld  be  some f loods .

I f  i t  d idn ' t  ra in  someplace there  wasn ' t  any  watbr  here .  There  wasn ' t  any-

p lace  to  s to re  i t  and  ge t ' i t  when you wanted  i t .  Bu t  once you go t  tha t

water  where  you cou ' ld  ge t  i t  when you wanted  i t ,  then  the  va11ey rea l1y  go t

go ing  and ' i t  wasn ' t  too  many years  be fore  every  b i t  o f  i t  was  in  p roduc t jon .

0f  course, the cotton made so much money because they could produce bjg crops

of  co t ton  here ,  b ' igger  c rops  than they  cou ld  near ly  anywhere .  La ter ,  o f

course ,  i t  went  on  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  They  found ou t  tha t  under  j f r jga t ion ,

cot ton was produced much better.  And /Trr igated cottonZ was of  a much better

f ib re  than i t  was  when j t  was  produced under  ra in fa l l .  Where  they  had s t resses

and  d idn ' t  have  the  wate r ,  the  co t ton  d idn ' t  do  as  we l l .  0 f  course ,  ' i n

s t j l l  l a te r  years ,  a  lo t  o f  peop le  c la ' imed  they  l i ked  the  ra in fa l l  co t ton

bet te r .  Bu t  I  th ink  tha t  was  a  buy ing  g immick .  I  never  knew o f  any  spec i f i c

reason why rainfal l  cot ton was better than i r r igated cotton. But once /The

darn l  go t  deve loped,  spec ia l i za t ion  s ta r ted .

lTs  th js  spec ' ia l j za t ion  in  g rowing  se lec ted  c rops  by  each fa rmer f

Yes .  0 f  course ,  the  ra i l roads ,  h ighways ,  and  the  t ruck ' indus t ry . . .  You

see,  the  t ruck  indus t ry  s ta r ted  in  l , lo r ld  War  I .  Near ly  a l  I  deve lopment  i s

brought on by war.  t^ lhen you want to win a war and the people go al l  out ,

they '11  deve lop  new th ings ,  no  mat te r  how much they  cos t .  Then when the

Q:

D :
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war is over they wi l l  f jnd new ways to apply them to consumer and bus' iness

needs.  But  the  deve lopment  o f  the  va l ley  and co t ton ,  you  see,  we cou ld  p ro-

duce a  lo t  be t te r  co t ton  than o ther  a reas .  And w i th  t ranspor ta t ion  i t  go t

to  where  we cou ld  spec ia l j ze .  In  o ther  words ,  fo r  example ,  some areas  cou ld

grow wheat better than we could.  Since they had a way to ship the wheat jn

rea l  qu ' i ck  to  us ,  we wou ld  g row co t ton  and sh ip  i t  to  them.  I t  was  an

exchange. As I  say,  when I  was a k id,  everybody kind of  took care of  them-

se lves .  They  d idn ' t  need any  rnoney .  You know,  in  M6x ico  today ,  there 's

s t i l l  l o ts  o f  tha t .  I f  you  go  down to  More l ia ,  the  Pascuado area  and th rough

there,  they have Indian markets and not too much money trades hands. They

trade for food and they get a ' long pret ty good. They don' t  have any heart

a t tacks ,  they  don ' t  wor ry  over  th ' ings  or  have any  b i l l s  to  pay .  I t ' s  no t

bad .

How d id  the  Depress ion  o f  the  th i r t ies  bo ther  us  here? l l Jas  i t  rea l1y  severe

down here jn El  Paso and El  Paso County?

I t  was  severe ,  Iguess ,  everywhere .  I  was  in  Houston  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  had

jus t  f in ished the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  and go t  a  job  w j th  Texaco in  Houston .

I t  was  a  p re t ty  good job .  I  go t  $ tZS a  month  and I  f igured  tha t  I  wou ld

get  a  coup le  o f  ra ises  a  year  and do  rea l  good by  1935.  What  ac tua l l y

happened was in  L932 the  company los t  40  mj l l ' i on  do l la rs  and they  cu t

/sa la r ies / .  I  hadn ' t  had a  s ing le  ra ise  by  then.  I  went  to  work  in  January

1930 ,  and jn 1933 they cut everybody from the iani tor  to the president by

10 percent .  So,  a f te r  work ing  fo r  th ree  years ,  I  was  mak ing  $112.50  ins tead

of  $ tZS.  I t ' s  hard  fo r  young peop le  these days  to  rea l i ze  how tough tha t

Depression was. Everything slowed down. Everybody thought that  i f  they

cou ld  ius t  go  to  some o ther  p lace  they 'd  sure  f ind  a  iob .  But  everybody
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l os t  ou t - -m iners ,  a rch j tec ts ,  eng ineers .  In  fac t ,  i n  Hous ton  I  fe l t  awfu l l y

' lucky  
to  have th is  job  because there  wou ldn ' t  be  a  week 9o  by  tha t  we d i rdn ' t

have severa l  su ic ides .  Peop le  wou ld  Jeave a  no te  say ing ,  "L 've  go t  a  w i fe

and two bab ies .  We donr t  have any  money bu t  I ' ve  go t  $2 ,000 o f  l i fe  insurance.

Take  care  o f  them. "  Tha t ' s  a  fac t .  I ' d  have  these  f r iends  come in ,  l o ts  o f

them were  o lder  than I  was .  They  had worked in  M6x ico .  Every th ' ing ' in  M6x ico

s tar ted  c los jng  down.  They  were  exper ienced as  eng ineers .  They  wou ld  come

to  Houston  and o f fe r  to  do  any th ing .  I  don ' t  th jnk  peop le  know today  what

rea l l y  caused tha t .  They  go t  in  a  b ind  and i t  took  them a  long t ime to  ge t

ou t  o f  j t  and  ge t  th ings  go ing  un t ' i 1  they  go t  invo lved ' in  th i s  o ther  war .

D id  you go  to  schoo l  down here? D jd  you f jn ish  h igh  schoo l  here?

Yes.  We had schoo ls  here .  0 f  course  they  were  a  fa r  c ry  f rom what  we 've

got now. The school  they had here was located only a block f rom here.  I t

was  a  ye11ow bu i ld ing  w j th  two rooms.  They  had seven grades  o f  g rammar

schoo l  in  one room and they  had four  years  o f  h igh  schooJ in  the  o ther  one.

They had two teachers--usua1 1y a woman that taught the seven grades of  grammar

schoo l ,  and a  man,  who was usua l ly  the  pr inc ipa l ,  who taught  the  four  years

o f  h igh  schoo l .  There  weren ' t  too  many peop le  go ing  to  schoo l .  I  wou ld

presume maybe ,  35 ,40 ,  o r  f i f t y .  Bu t  the rewasn ' t t ime  to  do  any th ing  bu t

teach them read ing ,  wr i t ing  and ar i thmet jc  and a  l i t t le  geography  and h is to ry .

And they had to depend on gett ing al l  that  at  home. I  th ink i t  was a good

system because the parents made you get your book out every night.  We had

kerosene lamps.  There  wan ' t  any  e ' lec t r i c i t y  here ,  Vet .  t ^ le  wou ld  s tudy  and

our  parents  wou ld  he lp  us .  Then we wou ld  go  to  schoo l  and rec j te .  That  i s

a l l  we wou ld  do .  But  the  k ids  were  kept  busy  enough be tween s tud$fng  a t

n igh t  and  do ing  the i r  so -ca l led  chores  o f  he lp ing  m ' i l k  the  cows and  tak ing
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care  o f  the  ch ickens  and the  garden,  tha t  they  d idn ' t  have any  t ime fo r  dope

or  t roub ' le  because they  were  too  busy .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  what  ge ts  our  k ids

in to  t roub le  nowadays .  They ' re  no t  bas ica l l y  bad k jds ,  they  jus t  haven ' t

go t  any th ing  to  do .

I  remember that  when I  was a k id we used to have a saloon and pool  hal l

here in Cl int .  My people would always tel l  l re,  "Now, you stay away from that

saloon and you stay away from that pool  hal l .  I f  any t rouble comes, you get

away f rom there . "  Nowadays  the  parents  say ,  "You need to  ge t  jnvo lved. "

We ' |1 ,  a  lo t  o f  them do ge t  invo lved and they  ge t  in to  some pre t ty  b ig  t roub le ,

too.  We were taught to stay away from trouble and tend our own business. No

one wou ld  th ink  o f  s ta r t ing  a  1o t  o f  t roub le  in  schoo l .  La ter ,  when we

were  fo r tunate  enough to  go  to  co l lege,  we wou ldn ' t  con t rad ic t  the  au thor i t ies .

l ^ le  were  g lad  tha t  we cou ld  go  to  co11ege,  because no t  many peop le  go t  to  go .

I t  cos t  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  money in  ne la t ion  to  the  amount  o f  money tha t  peop le

had in  those days .  The resu l t  was  tha t  we fe l t  very  p r iv i leged to  ge t  to  go

to  co l  1  ege.

l , r lhen  your  dad f i rs t  s ta r ted  fa rming  here ,  was ' i t  very  hard  t imes a t  f i r s t?

0h, i t  was hard t imes. As I  say,  the f i rst  th ing you do when you buy a

p i ,ece  o f  l and . . .  Be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  l and  was  fa j r l y  h igh .  I  th ink  he

pa id  $100 an  acre  fo r  the  f i rs t  land  he  bought  in  th is  va ' l1ey .  He was in

the  land  leve l ing  bus iness ;  tha t  meant  he  bough t  horses  and  mu les .  He 'd

s tar t  ou t  by  pay ing  peop le  to  d ig  ou t  the  mesqu i te  s tumps.  He wou ld  se l l

those fo r  wood.  In  those days ,  we d idn ' t  have much na tura l  9ds ,  j f  any .

People depended on coal  and wood for their  f i replaces and wood stoves to

cook  on .  You cou ld  se l l  tha t  wood and ge t  back  par t  o f  themoneytha t  i t

cost  to c lear the land. People would come down from El Paso and buy
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mesquite wood.

l , {e were ta l  k ing about how i t  was when you were gett ing started farming.

Af te r  you  go t  a l l  the  land grubbed,  wh ' i ch  meant  ge t t ing  a l l  the  roo ts  ou t

o f  there ,  i t  wou ld  have to  be  leve led  so  tha t  the  water  wou ld  be  run  over

i t  smooth ly ,  and some d i tches  wou ld  be  brought  to  i t .  Pr io r  to  the  E lephant

But te  dea l ,  each person e i ther  had to  go  in  par tners  w i th  someone or  bu i ld

h is  own d ' i t ch ,  because there  was no  regu la t ion  o f  any  k ind .  There  was lo ts

o f  t roub le  about  tha t  in  those days .  I  used to  hear  s to r ies  when I  was  smal l

about  peop le  s i t t ing  ou t  on  a  d j tchbank w i th  a  30-30 dar ing  anybody to  ge t

the  water .  And somet imes the  fe l low was tough enough even i f  he  d idn ' t  have

the r ight  to get / - the watef .  He would get a couple of  h is f r iends and get

out there wj th a r i f le and dare anybody to stop them. ldhen the government

came in  they  took  over  the  who le  th ing .  And the  Rec lamat jon  Serv ice ,  wh ich

is  par t  o f  the  Bureau o f  the  In te r io r ,  se t  up  the  ru les  and regu la t ions .

They  had a  l i t t le  t roub le  t ry ing  to  ge t  the  peop le  to  respec t  the  ru les  bu t

they  f ina l l y  go t  i t  to  where  i t  worked.  Then the  peop le  were  ab le  to  ge t

dependab le  supp l ies  o f  water .

0nce they  go t  dependab le  supp l jes  o f  water ,  the  peop le  weren ' t  a f ra id

to throw money into mak' ing new crops because they knew that they had the

water .  Before ,  i f  you  spent  very  much money t ry ing  to  do  th ings ,  Vou d jdn ' t

know whether  you wou ld  ge t  any  water ,  and ' i f  you  d idn ' t ,  you  wou ld  lose

everything you put into j t .  But onae you knew you had the water you weren' t

a f ra id  to  spend money leve l ing  and f i x ing  th i ,ngs  up .  That  was what  rea11y

made the  va11ey.  There  was a lso  a  rea l  good marke t  fo r  a l fa l fa .  They  wou ld

sh ip  i t  ou t  o f  here  to  d i f fe ren t  par ts  o f  the  count ry .  By  tha t  t ime the

ra ' i l roads  were  we l l  deve loped.  So what  made ' i t  was  the  water ,  the  h igher
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pr iced  co t ton ,  and the  ab j ' l i t y  to  g row lo ts  o f  a l fa l fa .  Then peop le  qu i t

ra is jng  wheat  and as  the  s to res  were  ab le  to  hand le  vegetab les  they  go t

away from rais ing vegetables.  They even got away from making butter and

tak ing  care  o f  the  cows because j t  was  be t te r  to  le t  someone e lse  do  tha t

so  they  cou ld  spend a l l  o f  the i r  t ime growing  co t ton .  In  o ther  words ,  we

gradua l ly  evo lved f rom a  fami ly  un i t  tha t  was  se l f -subs js t i ve  and produced

very  l i t t le  fo r  o ther  peop le ,  to  fami ly  un i ts  tha t  pu t  a l l  o f  the i r  e f fo r ts

in to  one or  two c rops  and then depended on  the  o ther  peop le  who spec ia l i zed

to  do  the  o ther .

I  guess  co t ton  was the  k ing  here  fo r  a  long t ime.  La te ' l y ,  I rve  no t iced  a

lo t  o f  fa rmers  ge t t ing  ou t  o f  co t ton  and in to  pecans  or  o ther  indus t r jes

such as  pou l t ry  and th ings  l j ke  tha t .  What  i s  the  reason fo r  th is?

There  are  two main  reasons .  Back  in  the  mid-30 's ,  dur ing  the  Depress ion ,

cotton got so cheap that nobody could grow i t  and break even. So the

government came in wi th loans to t ry and bolster the th ing up so the

government  go t  in to  the  bus iness .  I t  seems l j ke  any  bus iness  the  government

gets  in to  they  eventua l l y  fou l  i t  up  to  the  po in t  where  i t  doesn ' t  work

anymore .  I t  j sn ' t  because they  don ' t  t ry ,  bu t  i t ' s  because a  cer ta in  amount

o f  i t  i s  po l i t i cs  and  a  ce r ta in  amount  o f  i t  i s  fac ts  tha t  they  ius t  don ' t

know.  You are  see ' ing  tha t  r igh t  now.  They  pu t  on  a  ce i l ing  jus t  a  few

days  ago to  tny  to  ho ld  down pr ices .  You know f ind  fa rmers  k i l l i ng  baby

ch icks ,  des t roy ing  eggs ,  one th ing  or  another  under  the  ruJes  tha t  they  can ' t

break even. They don' t  want to lose a lot  of  money. So what do they do?

They say ,  " I t ' s  cheaper  fo r  me to  des t roy  th is  s tu f f  than i t  i s  to  go  ahead

and lose  more  money.  I  lose  so  many thousands i f  I  des t roy ' i t  bu t  i f  I

go  on ,  I  w i l l  l ose  tw ice  as  much . "  So  they  qu i t . r  I t ' s  awfu l  ha rd  fo r  the
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government  to  f igure  ou t  a l l  these th ings .  Our  government  i s  ge t t ing  so

b ig  tha t  they  jus t  can ' t  do  tha t .

That  i s  par t  o f  what  happened to  the  co t ton  bus iness .  For  ins tance,

jus t  to  g ive  an  example ,  in  7952 I  made a  t r jp  to  Co ' l lege  Sta t ion  to  meet

with the state commit tee that handled cotton al lotments.  We wanted to

produce a  lo t  more  co t ton .  lde  were  then opera t ing ; in  Pecos  and co t ton  was

worth a lot  of  money. We had a report  put  out by the Anderson-Clayton

Company,  wh ich  was the  la rges t  co t ton  company jn  the  wor ld ,  w i th  the  message

that there was a wor ld shortage of  cot ton. The world needed al l  the cot ton

tha t  we cou ld  p roduce.  I  th ink  tha t  was  jn  1952.  l ^ le  go t  down there  and

this commit tee had no author i ty except maybe to send our suggest ' ions to

Wash ing ton .  When they  go t  th rough they  sa id ,  "No,  you can ' t  p roduce any

more cotton."  Cotton got so scarce that fa l l  that  Congress put an embargo

on co t ton .  Th js  embargo meant  tha t  they  wou ld  no t  le t  peop le  tha t  so ld

the cotton overseas ship the cotton. 0f  course there were many people

overseas who had spent many years in the cotton business. They would always

depend on  us  to  fu rn ish  them wi th  the  co t ton  because we were  the  la rges t

co t ton  produc ing  count ry  in  the  wor ld .  And a l l  o f  a  sudden the  government

l im i ts  how much we can p ' lan t .  They  dec jded tha t  there  was no t  enough to

take care of  anybody but ourseJves so they told these people,  "No, you

can ' t  have tha t  co t ton . "  We have the  same th ing  go ing  on  r jgh t  now wi th

soybeans,  co t tonseed mea l ,  and the  pro te ' in  th ings .  I  can  show you a  repor t

I  got  today out of  Chicago where the people overseas are very angry at  us

because they depended on us for  a bunch of  stuf f  and we have cut them off .

The reason is because we are gett ing short  over here.  But when the govern-

ment  go t  in to  th js  co t ton  th ing ,  they  made a  lo t  o f  peop le  overseas  mad
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at  us-  The resu l t  was  tha t  those peop le  sa id ,  "We11,  i f  every t ime you

get  in  a  jam and cu t  back  and dec ide  to  le t  us  do  w i thout ,  we '11  go  to

Cent ra l  Amer ica ,  M6x ico ,  South  Amer ica ,  o r  A f r i ca  and se t  up  co t ton  growing

there . "  They  d id  tha t .  The resu l t  i s  tha t  we ' re  p rodUc ing  a  lo t  less

cotton than we did many years ago.

That  happened in  Egypt ,  d idn ' t  i t?

That  was a  d j f fe ren t  type  o f  co t ton .  That ' s  why  they  ca l l  j t  the  p ima,

Egypt ian ,  o r  the  long s tap le  co t ton .  That  was the  th ing  tha t  hur t  our

cotton industry worse than anything else.  There were other problerns.  One

was some d iseases  tha t  go t  here ,  such as  Vermas i l ium l l l i l t .  I t  was  a  fungus

growth  tha t  wou ld  ge t  in to  the  p lan t  and around August  the  leaves  wou ld

fa l l  o f f .  The  p lan t  wou ldn ' t  d ie  bu t  i t  wou ld  ge t  so  weak  tha t  i t  wou ld

hard ly  pu t  ou t  any  co t ton .  The y ie ld  fe l l  over  50  percent .  That  hur t ,  too .

Then in  1951 we s ta r ted  runn ing  shor t  o f  water  and tha t  hur t .  The main

thing was when we qui t  supply ing our old customel is due to the embargo. They

got  to  where  they  d idn ' t  t rus t  us .  So they  s ta r ted  look jng  in  o ther  p laces

for  the  co t tonT.  A lso  our  labor  cos ts  go t  h igher  and h igher .  They  cou ld

go to  o ther  p laces  jn  the  wor ld  and h i re  peop le  much cheaper .  Once they

got  our  techno logyn wh ich  fs  the  know-how to  do  these th ings ,  they  cou ld

use tha t  cheap labor  and underse l l  us .  Today we canr t  g row co t ton  anywhere

near  as  cheap as  o ther  count r ies .

A  lo t  o f  peop le  compla in  about  the  subs jd ies  tha t  the  fa rmers  are  ge t t ing .

There  i s  qu i te  a  s to ry  abou t  fa rmers  ge t t ing  subs id ies  and  d r j v jng ' in

Cad i l lacs .  Th is  has  been bad pub l ic i t y .  The government  pays  the  fa rmer

a subsidy because they know that under present condi t ions the farmer cannot

produce tha t  co t ton  i f  the  government  doesn ' t  pay  h im tha t  subs ' idy .  Cot ton
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is  one o f  our  few fa rm produc ts  tha t  i s  a  do l la r  earner  abroad.  Most  o f

our  indus t r ia l  peop le  have pr iced  themse lves  ou t  o f  the  marke t  w i th  the i r

h ' igh  wages.  0 f  courser  no  one can b lame the  indus t r ia ' l  peop le  fo r  ge t t ing

a l l  the  wages they  can.  Yet ,  when they  pr ice  themse lves  ou t  o f  the  marke t

to  where  they  can ' t  sh ip  overseas ,  then,  un less  you are  go ing  to  have a

cont inu ing  un favorab le  ba lance o f  t rade,  someone in  the  count ry  has  to

be ab le  to  p roduce someth ing  tha t  w i l l  se l l  overseas .  R igh t  now the  fa rm

economy counts  fo r  the  b ig  par t  o f  our  overseas  sa les  and co t ton  is  one o f

the  la rger  ones .  In  o ther  words ,  we can s t i l l  se l l  co t ton .  But  to  se l l

i t  at  wor ld pr ices,  someone has to come jn and g' ive the farmer some money

so he  can break  even or  make someth ing .  I f  they  were  to  s top  the  subs id ies

tha t  they  a re  pu t t ing  ou t  now,youvou ld  f i nd  tha tco t tonproduc t ion  wou ld

fa l l  o f f  over  50  percent  in  the  nex t  year .  I t  may fa l l  lower  than tha t

because you can ' t  p roduce i t  fo r  what  you have to  se l l  i t  fo r .  That ' s

no t  unusua l  .

i  do  a  lo t  o f  t rave l ing  and in  1957 I  went  to  Russ ia .  I t  took  months  to

get v isas and permission from the Russian government to go. When we went

over  there ,  we were  very  surpr ised  to  f jnd  ou t  tha t  hogs  jn  Czechos lovak ia

and Po land were  se l l ing  fo r  a  lo t  more  money than they  were  se l l ing  fo r

' in the Uni ted States.  Yet they were sh' ipping canned ham over here.  How

' in the wor ld do you pay more for hogs and st j l l  ship ham over here and

se l l  i t  cheap? The reason was tha t  the  government  took  care  o f  the  loss .

That rs  what  our  government  i s  do jng  w j th  co t ton .  Czechos lovak ia  and Po land

needed do l la r  exchange and the i r  governments  were  w i l l i ng  to  pay  the ' i r

farmers a subsidy to produce pork so that they could sel l  ham over here.

l^ le are dojng the same thing with cot ton. Nobody pays the subsidies because
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they' love the farmer.  They pay them because they want to get the product ion.

When any th ing  ge ts  to  where  peop le  can ' t  make any  money,  they  jus t  qu i t

g rowjng ' i t .  That ' s  exac t ly  what  we are  ge t t ing  in to  in  beef ,  e99s ,  and

certain other products.  So i f  j t  gets to where they can' t  make money you

e i ther  have to  change i t  o r  pay  a  subs idy .

That 's  how i t  i s  here  now,  i sn ' t  i t?  They  are  ge t t ing  ou t  o f  co t ton  and

in to  o ther  indus t r ies .

They are gett ing out of  cot ton because they have been able to do better jn

o ther  th ' i ngs .  In  o ther  words ,  w i th  th ' i s  g ra in  p r i ce  as  h igh  as  i t  i s '  You

wj l l  see  more  bar ley  p lan ted  here .  A  lo t  o f  peop le  up  and down the  va11ey

used to come and hand gather the cotton. They don' t  do that now and the

farmer  had to  ge t  mach ' ines .  The mach jnes  cause a  lo t  o f  co t ton  to  be  wasted .

The mach ines  don ' t  do  as  good a  job  as  hdnd p ick jng  there fore  the  co t ton

is  wor th  less .  Yet  j t  cos ts  a  lo t  o f  money to  keep up  these mach ines .  And

i t ' s  go t  i t  to  where  peop le  a ren ' t  as  in te res ted  in  co t ton  as  they  used to

be.  I f  th ings  go  jus t  r igh t  peop le  can s t i l l  make money ou t  o f  co t ton  w i th

the  subs id jes  tha t  they  ge t .  Bu t  a  lo t  o f  them are  f jnd ' ing  ou t  tha t  they

are  be t te r  o f f  w i thout  the  co t ton .  I f  the  pr ice  o f  a l fa l fa  and gra ' in  s tay

up we w j l l  f ind  a  lo t  more  o f  tha t  than we d id  in  the  pas t .

Le t ' s  ta lk  about  the  re la t ions  tha t  some o f  the  fa rmers  have had w i th  the

ci ty and the county.  How has the urban expansion ef fected you and the

farmers ?

I  th ink i t  only ef fects them when they get into the c i ty I  imi ts.  l r lhen they

went  in to  the  Ys le ta  a rea  there  was a  grea t  dea l  o f  d issa t is fac t ion  because

the ci ty raised the taxes. They were not able to immediately supply sewage

and a  lo t  o f  the  serv jces  tha t  went  w i th  i t .  That ' s  jus t  the  normal  pa ' ins

n .

D:
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of  expans ion  in  a  c i ty .  A  lo t  o f  us  a re  d isappo in ted  to  see a  lo t  o f  the

va11ey  a reas  go ing  in to  subd fv is ions .  Farmers  l i ke  to  g row th ings ,  tha t ' s

par t  o f  the ' i r  l i ves .  They  ha te  to  see a l l  o f  th is  va ' l ' l ey  go ,  bu t  i f  some-

body comes down and says ,  " I ' l l  pay  you $2 ,000 an  acre  fo r  th is  land  because

peop le  want  to  buy  an  acrer "  you  can ' t  b lame them fo r  se11 ing .

0n  the  o ther  hand i f  tha t  cou ld  be  p lanned and those peop le  cou ld  go

ou t  on  the  mesas , . !ou  cou ld  s t j l l  p reserve  these  th ings .  0 f  course ,  i f  they

get enough of  that  someday we may f ind j t  a l l  go' ing back to farming. Things

change and these c i t ies  a re  no t  permanent .  I t  doesn ' t  make any  sense bu t

they  are  even ta lk ing  about  b r ing ing  water  ou t  here  f rom the  M' iss iss ipp i .

That  sounds l i ke  a  very  foo l  i sh  th ing .  ' ,Bu t  now you go  to  a  lo t  o f  expense

to plant.  i  to ld you that they used to throw cotton seed away, then i t  got

to  where  i t  was  wor th  $120 a  ton .  I  donr t  know what  i t  w i l l  be  wor th  th is

fa l l ,  bu t  w i th  p ro te ' in  p r ices  tha t  way  they  are  now,  co t ton  seed w i l l  be

very  expens ive .  I f  peop lhe  ever  need the  food tha t ' s  g rown here ,  j t  won ' t

made any  d i f fe rence what  i t  cos ts .  Peop le  w i l l  pay  any th ing  be fore  they

starve. l^ le vvon' t  have anyth ' ing l ike that  for  another hundred years or some-

th ing  l i ke  tha t  because I  th ink  Pres ident  N ixon jus t  go t  th rough say ing  in

h is  speech the  o ther  day  tha t  they  were  pu t t jng  another  40  mi l l ion  acres

in to  c rops .  They  haven ' t  been pay ing  land owners  no t  to  p lan t  th ' ings .  The

reason fo r  tha t  i s  because everybody f i kes  to  ea t .  They  l i ke  c lo thes ,  au to-

mob i les ,  and o ther  n ice  th ings .  They  can do  w i thout  those bu t  they  can ' t  do

wi thout  someth ing  to  ea t .  So  the  government  i s  very  anx jous  to  see tha t

fa rm peop le  don ' t  go  ou t  o f  bus iness .

That  i s  the  reason fo r  these subs jd ies .  I f  you  le t  the  th r ing  go  unregu-

lated, they produce so much stuf f  that  they don' t  make any money. The
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f i r s t  th ing  you know,  banks  won ' t  f inance these th ings .  So the  peop le

w i l l  qu i t  do ing  j t .  You  cou ld  run  jn to  a  s j tua t ion  where  you  run  qu i te

shor t  o f  food.  I  don ' t  th ink  j t  w i l l  happen in  th is  count ry  any t ime in

the  near  fu tu re  because we have the  wor ld 's  g rea tes t  techno log ica l  mach ine

when i t  comes to agr icul tural  $- loduct ionl .  That was brought about by the

crea t ion  o f  the  land gran t  co l leges  about  a  hundred years  ago.  Someone

was fa rs igh ted  enough to  see tha t  j f  you  se t  up  co l leges  in  every  s ta te

they could learn to produce more and better food with less ef for t .  The

resu ' l t  i s  tha t  there  is  no  p lace  jn  the  wor ld  tha t  p roduces  as  much food

for  as  l i t t le  e f fo r t  as  th is  count ry .  We are  the  bes t  fed  peop le  jn  the

wor ld .  A lso  i t  takes  a  smal le r  percentage o f  each person 's  income to

buy h' is food than any other place in the wor ld.

Even when there  is  in f la t jon  and h jgh  pr ices?

Yes .  Tha t rs  an  jn te res t jng  th ing  abou t  th j s  jn f la t ion .  D id  you  know tha t

in  most  a reas  o f  the  wor ld  meat  cos ts  more  than i t  does  here? l ^Je l l ,  in

New Zea land meat  i s  cheaper  than i t  i s  here .  When you ge t  to  Argent ina

or Uruguay the meat js cheaper there.  But when you get into l r lestern

Europe- - I ta ly ,  Germahy,  France,  Swi tzer land- -and par t i cu la r ly  in  Japan,

i t ' s  much more  expens ive .  That  changes th ings  t remendous ly .

h le  have an  unusua l  th ing  tha t ' s  been happen ing  in  the  wor ld  in  the  las t

20  years  bu t  i t ' s  come in to  rea l  focus  in  the  las t  two or  th ree  years .

I  used to wonder why I  saw so many people t ravel ing overseas, most ly

Amer icans .  I  hard ly  saw any  peop le  coming in to  th is  count ry .  I  a lways

f igured we were always too high pr iced but that  wasn' t  the reason. The reason

was tha t  the  o ther  peop le  d jdn ' t  have the  money.  That  has  changed.  In

the  las t  two years  the  do l la r  has  go t ten  to  where  j t  j sn ' t  wor th  much.  We
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have spent too much money overseas. l , t |e used to have what they cal led the

Gold  Standard .  That  meant  j f  you  had a  $20 b i l l  you  cou ld  go  to  a  bank

and say ,  " l  want  a  $20 go ld  p iece . "  La ter  they  sa id ,  "We ' re  no t  go ing  to

do tha t . "  F rank l in  D.  Rooseve l t  d id  tha t  in  1932.  He took  us  o f f  o f  the

Gold  Standard .  He sa id ,  "We wi l l  g ' i ve  you s j l ver .  "  Then ' i t  go t  to  where

they  d idn ' t  even  g ive  you  s j l ve r .  F ina l l y  they  wou ld  g ive  you  go ld  ou t  o f

the  cent ra l  bank  and be tween count r fes .  In  o ther  words ,  a t  the  end o f  the

year ,  say  w i th  M6x ico ,  we so ld  many mi l l ions  o f  do l la rs  wor th  o f  s tu f f  to

M6x ico  and they  so ld  many mi l l ions  o f  do l la rs  wor th  o f  s tu f f  to  us .  I f

they  owed us  they 'd  g ive  us  go ld  and i f  we owed them,  we 'd  g ' i ve  them go1d.

The Un ' i ted  Sta tes  go t  to  where  i t  d idn ' t  have enough go ld  because i t  spent

too much money. Fina1ly,  everybody got to where they had a lot  of  American

do l la rs .  They  cou ldn ' t  ge t  go ld  o r  s i l ve r  / fo r  the j r  do l1ars1 ,  so  wha t

a re  they  go ing  to  ge t?  I t ' s  j us t  l i ke  you  go ing  to  M6x ico  and  b r ing ing  back

a bunch o f  pesos .  They  w i l l  take  them here  because they  can go  to  a  bank

and exchange them. But i f  you go to Chicago or someplace else and try to

spend those pesos ,  Vou won ' t  be  ab le  to  spend one o f  them.  Nobody w i l l

t ake  them.  They '11  SdV,  "No ,  I  can ' t  use  those  pesos . "

Tha t ' s  the  pos i t i on  those  peop le  a re ' in  overseas .  They  have  a l l  those

do l la rs  and  they  can ' t  ge t  go ld  o r  s j l ve r  fo r  them.  There  i s  on ly  one

th ing  tha t  they  can do- - they  can e i ther  se l l  them to  somebody a t  a  d iscount

or come over here and buy something. Today, not only do they make a lot

of  money but they have a lot  of  money in the' i r  pockets where they didn' t

have i t  a few years ago. Dol lars are cheap compared to their  money. So

now they  can vacat ion  over  here  and spend money on  our  s tu f f .  That ' s  caus ing

par t  o f  our  shor tage.  They  are  ac tua l l y  in  be t te r  shape,  f inanc ia l l y ,  than
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they  ever  have been in  the  h is to ry  o f  those count r ies .  That  j s  par t ' i cu1ar1y

t rue  about  Japan and France.  I  th ink  tha t  i s  the  main  t roub le .  0 f  course ,

they  want  to  ea t  good,  too .  That  showsup in  beef ,  as  fa r  as  fa rm commodi i tes

are  concerned.  Another  jn te res t jng  th ing  tha t  peop le  a ren ' t  famj l ia r  w i th

is the fact  that  the wor ld depended on, for  many years,  the f jsh meal out

o f  Peru  fo r  p ro te in ,  fo r  pou l t ry .  A l l  o f  a ,sudden the  f i sh  o f f  the  coas t

o f  Peru  d isappeared.  Some peop le  th ink  tha t  they  went  fu r ther  ou t  to  sea.

But  some peop le  a re  a f ra i rd  tha t  they  f i shed ou t  a  lo t  o f  the i r  f  i sh .  So

they  qu i t  f i sh jng  down there .  The peop le  who produced eggs  and pou l t ry '

when they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  any  f i sh  mea l  fo r  p ro te in ,  came to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes

for soybean meal

I s  tha t  what  you are  us ' ing  in  your  opera t jon?

You have to use soybean meal for  poul t ry and hogs. Cottonseed meal has

gossypo" l  jn  i t .  Gossypo l ,  as  fa r  as  hogs  are  concerned,  w i l l  k i l l  them.

As  fa r  as  pod l t r y  i s  concerned ,  j t  won ' t  k i l l  t hem bu t  i t  w i l l  cause  the

eggs to  be  mot t led  and dark .  So you can ' t  use  much co t tonseed mea l  i f  you

are producing eggs because i t  makes an unsat isfactory product.  There is

no th ing  wrong w i th  i t  except  tha t  i t  doesn ' t  look  good.  And i f  i t  doesn ' t

l ook  good ,  peop le  won ' t  ea t  i t .  Tha t  i s  an  in te res t ing  th ing  abou t  peop le .

t , .Je can send wheat to areas of  Asia where they eat r ice /a" l l  of  the t ime/-

and peop le  w i l l  ac tua l ' l y  s ta rve  be fore  they  w i l l  ea t  any  o f  the  wheat .

They wi1 ' l  suf fer  malnutr i t ion before they change over to a di f ferent food.

The same th ing  w i th  eggs .  I f  you  ge t  the  co lo r  wrong on  an  egg and the

peop le  won ' t  ea t  j t .  I  remember  t rave l ing  in  par ts  o f  the  wor ld  where  the

only eggs they ate wene gathered on the farm instead of  regular product ion.

Somet imes the  eggs  wou ld  be  a lnps t  red .  I  cou ldn ' t  ea t  them.  One wo l r ld



Davi dson 27

Q:

n .

be pa ' le  ye l low and  the  nex t  one  wou ld  be  red .  And  he ' |1 ,  I  i us t  wou ldn ' t

eat  themj (Laughter)

I t ' s  the  same as  a  wh i te  egg .

Tha t ' s  r igh t ,  bu t  i t  l ooks  d i f fe ren t .  Tha t ' s  a  pecu f  ia r i t y  abou t  peop le .

That  has  to  do  w i th  the i r  ea t jng  hab i ts  and food hab i ts .

What  about  the  fu tu re  ro le  o f  the  fa rmers ' in  the  va11ey? Is  fa rming  go ' ing

to  expand fu r ther  o r  w i l l  j t  be  cu t  down w i th  the  growth  o f  the  c i ty?

I t  has  to  cu t  down fo r  the  s imp le  reason tha t  they  haven ' t  go t  the  land.

A lot  of  i t  is  determined by water.  I f  the c i ty keeps expand' ing apparent ly

a  lo t  o f  peop ' le  w j l l  be  l i v ' i ng  jn  the  va l ' l ey  ins tead  o f  the  foo th i l l s .

They '11  jus t  keep buy ing  th is  land up .  The h is to ry  has  been tha t  any t ime

a p iece  o f  l and  i s  taken ' in to  the  c i t y  they  ra jse  the  taxes .  F i rs t  th ing

you know, the taxes wi l l  get  so h ' igh that they can' t  farm. Then you have no

a l te rna t jve  except  to  se l l  l the  landZ.

For  ins tance,  I ' ve  go t  some good f r iends  in  the  town o f  Auburn ,  Wash ing ton ,

near Seatt le.  They had a dairy farm which they had inher i ted f rom their

father and mother.  The mother and father djed dur ing the past few years

and the  c ' i t y  took  in  the  da i ry  fa rm.  They  assessed the  land a t  $5 ,000 an

acre .  For  da i ry  fa rming  or  pas tur ing  ca t t le  i t rs  on ly  wor th  a  few hundred

do l la rs .  They  to ld  me tha t  they  cons jdered go ' ing  to  cour t  to  f igh t  th is .

No one wi l l  pay /Ehe large pr icd because Seatt le has been hurt  real  bad

by  the  cu t t ing  ou t  o f  the  superson, ic  t ranspor t  p lane.  That ' s  Seat t le 's

main  indus t ry .  When they  cu t  tha t  back ,  unemployment  go t  to  be  as  h igh ias

anyp lace  in  the  Un j ted  Sta tes .  There 's  ius t  no  demand fo r  p roper ty .  So

they  jacked these taxes  up .  The i r  tax  i s  $ tS ,000 a  year  on  the  140 acres .

I s  i t  l i ke  tha t  he re  o r  j s  i t  h igher?

Q:

D:

Q:
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0h,  i t ' s  much lower  here .  But  i t  shows what  happened to  th is  fa rm.  They

cons jdered go ing  to  cour t  to  change the  h igh  tax  va iua t ion  on  the  land.

They  can ' t  make any  money and they  can ' t  se l l  i t .

I  guess  i t ' s  hard  fo r  E l  Paso to  expand down in to  the  va l1ey  fo r  the  same

reason.  Peop le  don ' t  want  to  pay  the  h igher  taxes ,  espec ' ia11y  the  peop le

that do farm' ing.

We l l ,  wha t  you  run  in to . . . fo r  i ns tance ,  the re 's  a  fe l l ow,  a  ne ighbor  we

have down here.  D' id you ever hear of  George 0rr? We11, you see, George

0rr  used to have a farm r ight  up there by El  Paso and his son Sam run

tha t  fa rm a f te r  h is  fa ther  d ied .  Wel l ,  when the  c i ty  took  in  tha t  a rea ,

they had to qui t  farming because they come out and zoned i t  for  resident ia l

and commerc' ia l  property and the taxes went up.
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