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0scar  H.  McMahan
by Dav id  Sa lazar

June  2 l  ,  l g l3

S:

M:

S :

M :

S :

M :

Mr. McMahan, when were you born and where?

I  was  born  February  11 ,  
. |903  

in  the  Ind jan  Ter r i to ry  o f  Ok lahoma.  That  was

before  0k lahoma was a  s ta te .  E i l  became a  s ta te  in  1907.

So your parents were f rom Oklahoma, then?

My father was from Tennessee, my mother was from Arkansas. They met and

marr " ied  in  0k lahoma,  where  I  was  born .

When d id  you w ind  up  coming to  E l  Paso?

i  came to  E i  Paso  the  f i r s t  t jme  to  be  assoc ja ted  w i th  the  Un ive rs ' i t y ' i n  
. I943 .

Pr io r  to  tha t  t ime,  I  comple ted  my h igh  schoo l  educat ion  in  Lamar ,  Co lorado.

Then I  a t tended what 's  now Ok lahoma Sta te  Un jvers i ty  a t  S t i l lwa ter  and re -

ce jved my B.S.  degree.  A  few years  la te r  I  rece ived an  M.S.  degree in  Educa-

t ion .  (The  B .S .  degree  was  jn  Phys ics  and  Math . )  RnO j t  was  in  Ok lahoma tha t

I  s ta r ted  my teach ing  h igh  schoo l  a t  Sayre ,Ok lahoma,  and la te r  became the

h igh  schoo l  p r inc ipa l .  Fo l low ing  tha t  t - t J  became super in tendent  o f  schoo ls ,

and  I  o rgan ized  a  jun io r  co l ' l ege  a t  Sayre ,Ok lahoma,  wh jch  I  became pres jden t

o f .  Th is  was  done  jn  . |938  
and  '39 ,  and  j t ' s  s t j l l  i n  ex is tence .  A f te r  tha t ,

I  rece ' i ved  my master ' s  degree in  Phys ics  f rom the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ar izona a t

Tucson.  The ac tua l  da te  o f  award ing  the  degree was 1944.  I  came here  jn  .1943

and spent  one year  teach ing  under  the  ASTP program,  Army Spec ia l i zed  Tra ' in ing

Program,  here  on  the  campus.  The Army fe l t  some o f  the i r  peop le  were  capab le

o f  and shou ld  rece ive  add i t iona l  educat ion .  Th is  was one o f  the  schoo ls  tha t

was se lec ted  to  hand le  tha t  p rogram.  I t  s ta r ted  August  9  and they  c losed i t

down a long in  March .  tma!  was the  beg ' inn ing  o f  the  conf l  j c t  in  Germany,

in  wh ich  the  Army los t  a  lo t  o f  men and they  /needed]  a  lo t  o f  rep lacements .

And these fe l las  served as  rep lacements  fo r  the  Armed Serv ices ' in  Europe.  So
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q .

M .

the pnogram died out.

You weren' t  in the Armed Forces. How did you happen to get in th is program?

Wel l ,  the  Un ivers i ty  was  cont rac ted  to  do  teach ing  and work  fo r  the  government .

Dr .  Knapp,  who was head o f  the  Phys ics  and Math  Depar tment  a t  tha t  t ime,  con-

tac ted  me a t  the  Un ' i vers i ty  o f  Ar izona and asked i f  I ' d  l i ke  to  teach under

th is  p rogram,  wh ich  I  d id .  But  a f te r  the  Army Spec ia l i zed  Teach ing  Program

wound up in  March  o f  1944,  there  wasn ' t  bu t  about  300 s tudents  le f t  on  th is

campus, and there wasn' t  any need for /mi l  because the normal teachjng staf f - -

which was few in number--could handle i t .  So I  became employed by Tennessee

Eastman,  wh ' i ch  i s  a  subs id ia ry  o f  Eas tman Kodak o f  Rochester .  They  were  one

of  the  cont rac tors  a t  what 's  now 0ak  R idge,  Tennessee- -1 tn /  secre t  p ro iec t

o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  government  known as  the  Manhat tan  Pro jec t * ,  par t  o f

the  Manhat tan  Pro jec t .  I  went  there  and worked t i l l  August  o f  
. |945 ,  

a f te r

the  f i rs t  bomb was dropped on  Japan.

From there  I  went  to  Nor th  Georg ja  Co l lege,  taught  jn  a  mi l i ta ry  schoo l

fo r  one year .  In  the  meant ime,  the  re tu rn ing  GIs  came back  and posed a  con-

s iderab le  p rob lem o f  facu l ty  and bu i ld ings  on  th is  campus.  And Knapp contac ted

me lTo  se f l  i f  I ' d  l i ke  to  come back .  The Un jvers i ty  o f  Ar izona had contac ted

me la lsg / ,  and each o f  them o f fe red  me a  pos i t jon  in  the  Phys ics  Depar tment .

But  the  Texas  Co l lege o f  l t ' l i nes  and l4e ta l ' lu rgy  o f fe red  me a  l j t t le  b i t  more

money and I  had been here  fo r  a  wh i le ,  so  I  re tu rned in  September ,1946,  and

6uui l  been here ever s ince. We had a combined department at  that  t ' ime, and

i t  con t inued tha t  way  t i l ' l  
. l 965  

when Math  and Phys ics  separa ted .  I  remained

wi th  the  Phys ics  Depar tment .

What were your impressions of  the Universi ty when you f i rst  came here?

I t  was  a  ve ry  favorab le  impress ion .  In  the  f i r s t  p1ace ,  I  l i ked  the  sur round ings

S:

M:

*F i rs t  a tomic  bomb pro jec t  deve loped dur ing  t , . lo r ld  War  I I .
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S:

M:

S :

M :

5 :

M:

and the  smal lness  o f  the  schoo l ,  and the  smal l  facu l ty  and smal l  s tudent  body

1 jn  wh ichT you cou ld  contac t  everybody.  The se t t ing  amongst  the  mounta ins

and the  arch i tec tu re  appea led  to  me.  The Phys ics  Depar tment  wasn ' t  la rge

but  i t  was  very  capab ' le .  Under  Dr .  Knapp i t  was  a  very  f jne  ins t j tu t ion .

But  o f  course  we l j ked  the  c l imate .  Georg ia  was so  wet  and humid .  I  was  g lad

to  ge t  back  to  the  dry  c l imate .  And o f  course  then,  as  I  sa id ,  i t  was  the

Texas  Co l lege  o f  M ines  and  Meta l lu rgy .

t lhat  about some of your outstanding co-workers?

l^ Ie11,  ou ts tand ing  co-workers ,  in  those ear ly  days  there  was,  o f  course ,  Dr .

E. JJ fnapp, who turned out to spend some 34 years as head of  the l r lath and

Phys ics  Depar tment .  Dr .  T .  G.  Barnes ,  Pro fessor  Rober t  Shumaker - -we a l l  work -

ed  together  jn  those ear ly  years  w i th  those re tu rn ing  GIs .  I t  was  very  coopera-

t i ve ,  we worked hard .  t ^Je  added a  few s ta f f  members  down the  I  ine  and i t  wasn ' t

t i l l  about  
. l963 ,  

when the  graduate  program was pu t  in ,  tha t  we had new men

come in ,  such as  Dr .  Br ien t ,  Dr .  B lue ,  Dr .  Bowen,  who is  head o f  our  depar t -

ment ,  fan{  Or .  Lawson.  Fnr i l  have a ' l l  made cont r ibu t ions  to  the  depar tment .

What about the computer center up here? l^ lho in j t iated that?

That  was pu t  up  there ' in  about  
. |965 

or  '66 ,  up  on  the  th ' i rd  f loor  o f  O ld  Main .

When I  came here ,  the  0 ld  Ma jn  Bu i ld ' ing  housed the  l4a th  and Phys ics  Depar tment

and also the Geology Department.  / f i l  lso had the school  doctor there and

the  schoo l  nurse .  In  one smal l  room down be low was what  we might  ca l l  the

Student  Un ion  today ,  wh ich  housed the  pos t  o f f i ce .  They  served a  few sandwiches

and bott l  ed dr i  nks .  And textbooks .

Now the  Un ion  i s  the  b igges t  bu i ld ing  on  campus .

Now the  Un jon  i s  the  b igges t  bu i ld ing ,  and  tha t  was  a  l i t t l e  ho le  in  the  wa l l

The  Un ion  Bu i ld ing  i s  the  second  add i t i on  to  the  lo r ig ina - i l  bu ' i1d ing .  I t ' s

the  b igges t  bu i ld ing  on  the  campus,  un t ' i l  nex t  February ,  when the  F ine  Ar ts
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M:

Cente r  w i l l  be  the  b ' i gges t  bu i ld ing .

You 've  been  ac t i ve  on  bu i ld ing  commi t tees .

Yes .  In  
. |959 ,  

under  Dr .  E lk ins ,  a  bu i ld ing  commi t tee  lwag /  o rgan ized ,  wh ich  I

was  on .  I ' ve  been  on  i t  ever  s jnce .  For  the  las t  s j x  o r  seven  years  I ' ve  been

cha i rman o f  the  commi t tee .  Dur ing  tha t  t ime we have bu i l t  the  Phys ica l  Sc ience

Bu i ld ing ,  the  Un ion  Bu i ld ' i ng ,  the  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing ,  the  second  add i t i on  to

the  L ib rary .  And /we/  a lso  s ta r ted  the  F ine  Ar ts  Center ,  wh ich  is  go ing  to

be  the  la rges t  bu i ld ing  fo r  a  wh i1e ,  un t i l  t he  Eng ineer ing  and  Sc ience  Complex

f i l  f ;n ished somet ' ime in  
. |975,  

wh ich  w i l l  be  the  la rges t  complex .  There  w i l l

be  severa l  bu i ld ings ,  the  same as  the  F ine  Ar ts  Cen te r  i s  severa l  bu i ld ings .

Who makes up  the  bu i ld ing  commi t tees?

I t ' s  a  p res iden t ia l  commi t tee ,  and  i t ' s  been  appo in ted  by  the  p res iden t  o f  the

ins t i tu t ion .  Up to  the  present  t ime i t ' s  been made up o f  four  facu l ty  members- -

/who f rav i l  been myse l f ,  Dr .  Meadows in  Educat jon ,  Pro fessor  Hass le r  f rom En-

g ineer ing ,  and Dr .  T immons f rom His to ry - -p1us  the  bus iness  manager ,  the  d i rec-

to r  o f  LTh i l  phys ica l  p1ant ,  p lus  a l l  the  academic  deans except  the  graduate

dean ;  a lso  the  dean  o f  s tuden ts ,  and  the  reg is t ra r .  I t ' s  been  a  b ig  commj t tee .

I t  k ind  o f  cu ts  c lear  across  the  who le  g roup.  Then we had subcommi t tees  to

hand le  cer ta in  th ings .  Fo ,  .ns tance/ ,  we wou ld  appo in t  a  subcommi t tee  fo r

the  purpose o f  naming bu i ' ld ings .  Then we had another  subcommi t tee  on  the  a l lo -

ca t ion  o f  space to  var ious  depar tments .  Then we had another  subcommi t tee  hav ing

to  do  w i th  the  s tudy  o f  fu tu re  space requ i rements ,  sor t  o f  a  p ro jec t ion ,  a  com-

m' i t tee  tha t  looks  in to  the  fu tu re  and sees  our  needs .  So tha t  a l l  s temmed out

o f  th j s  one  b ig  commi t tee .

Does i t  have any th ing  to  do  w i th  the  L ' ib ra ry?

0h,  yes .  That  ' i s ,  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  L ib rary - -any  cons t ruc t ' ion  o f  new

M:

M .
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S :

M:

space.  LTt  has /  very  l i t t le  to  do  w i th  renovat ion ,  bu t  na in ly  w j th  new space

and had someth ing  to  do  w i th  the  purchase o f  lands  and a l l  tha t .  Now,  our

commi t tee  has  been a  recommending  commi t tee .  I t  i s  a  commi t tee  jn  wh ich  we

pass  our  f ind ings  on  to  the  pres ident .  We recommend to  the  pres ident  and he

takes  the  ba l l  f rom there .  I t ' s  an  adv isory  commi t tee  to  the  pres ident .  The

cha j rman is  appo in ted  by  the  pres ident  o f  the  Un ivers i ty .  Dr .  Ray  appo in ted

me,  and Dr .  Smi ley  reappo in ted  me.  My te rm js  over  when I  re t i re  a t  the  end

of Au.qust.  And what Dr.  Templeton wi ' l l  do wj th regard to the connni t tee in the

fu tu re ,  I  don ' t  know.  I t ' s  h is  commi t tee .  I t ' s  a  p res ident ia l  commi t tee  and

i t ' s  no t  a  facu l t y  commi t tee - - tha t ' s  the  po in t  tha t  I 'm  t ry ing  to  ge t  a t .  The

facu l ty  has  sorne  th i r ty  commi t tees ,  bu t  th is  j s  no t  a  facu l ty  commi t tee .

Do you fee ' l  tha t ,  a t  the  t ime tha t  you  were  cha i rman,  tha t  the  commi t tee  had

any power,  any real  say-so?

0h,  yes ,  we rea l l y  d id .  The pres idents  have a l l  ac ted  on  our  recommendat ion .

I  can ' t  re rnember  where  the  pres ' iden t  o f  the  jns t i tu t ' ion  d idn ' t  fo l low our  re -

cornmendat ion  as  to  c los ing  o f  s t ree ts ,  recommended purchase o f  lands ,  approva l

o f  bu i ' ld ing  des ' ign ,  and the  loca t ion  o f  bu i ld ings .  For  example ,  the  present

L ib rary - - lo ts  o f  peop le  c r i t i c ize  the  apprearance o f  the  present  L ib rary ,  bu t

our  comm' i t tee  approved the  arch i tec t ' s  p1ans .  We s tud ied  i t  LTo i l  some t ime

and argued back and forth,  pro and con. We approved that and recommended to

the  pres ident  tha t  he  accept  tha t  p1an.  And he  d jd .  He was fo r  i t ,  too ,  and

I 'm persona l l y  fo r  i t .  Sorne  th ink  i t  doesn ' t  su i t  ou r  a rch i tec tu re ,  bu t  Da le

Walker "  wro te  a  le t te r  to  the  Queen o f  Bhutan  and sent  her  a  p ic tu re  o f  the  L ib -

ra ry .  She sa jd  i t  was  a  s t r i k ing  bu i ld ing  LTha i l  combjned bo th  modern  and an-

c ien t - type  arch i tec tu re  o f  Bhutan .  So,  she was p leased.  But  I  l i ke  the  bu i ld -

ing  because  i t  l ooks  l i ke  i t  comes  r igh t  up  ou t  o f  the  g round  ins tead  o f  be ' ing



q .

M:

McMahan

p lan ted .  And  j t ' s  so r t  o f  t he  hub  o f  t he  ca rnpus ,  and  i t ' s  d i f f e ren t .  Su re

j t ' s  d i f f e ren t - - eve ry  bu i l d i ng  i s  d i f f e ren t .

One  th ing  abou t  t he  L ib ra ry  bu i l d ing ,  I  t h ink  th j s  i s  t he  / i econ f l  t ime  they ' ve

added  to  i t .  I t  used  to  be  the  comb ined  Admjn j s t ra t i on  and  L ib ra ry .

/Yes_ -7  Hhen  I  came he re ,  t he  p res iden t ' s  o f f i ce  was  the re ,  and  the  bus iness

manager ,  p lus  the  L ib ra ry .  Then  they  added  an  add i t ' i on  to  i t ,  and  then  th ' i s

i s  t he  second  add i t i on .

S :  I 'm  su re  a  common comp la in t  f r om eve ryone  he re  on  campus  j s  t ha t  t hey  don ' t  have

enough  room.  Wha t  abou t  t he  a l l oca t i on  o f  f unds?  Le t ' s  say  the  L ib ra ry ;  i t

was  a l l oca ted ,  I  t h j nk ,  $ l  m i l l j on  do l l a r s  and  t hen  you  had  t o  pu t  i n  ano ihe r

$500 ,000  fo r  t he  new add i t i on .

M : Yes.  We were  a l loca ted  a  rn i l l j on  do l la rs  o f  PUF money .  The  un ive rs i t y  sys tem

did  tha t  fo r  us .  P lus  the  federa l  government  matched a  th i rd  o f  /The cosV,

wh ich  b rough t  in  ano ther  $500 ,000 .  So  i t ' s  a  $1 .5  m i l l i on  do l la r  bu i ld ing .

I  rea l l y  th ink ,  l ook ing  back  on  i t ,  ' i f  we  cou ld  have  had  the  money  and  bu i l t

a  b rand  new bu i ld ing  f rom sc ra tch ,  ins tead  o f  hav ing  to  remode l . . .  I t ' s

p re t ty  hard  to  ge t  every th ing  in  a  bu j ld ing  tha t  you  migh t  want ,  such as  a

L ib ra ry .  I  pe rsona l l y  wou ld  have  l i ked  to  /have /  seen  a  b rand  new bu i ld ing

bu i l t  a t  the  t ime,  ins tead  o f  bu j ld ' i ng  on  to  tha t  bu ' i1d ing .

l , lhat  was holding you back? The funds more than anyth ' ing else?

Yes,  tha t  was  r ' t  .

A  lo t  o f  peop le ,  even Dr .  Sonn ichsen and Baxter  Po lk ,  have fe l t  tha t  the  Regents

in  Aus t in  th ink  o f  UTEP as  be ing  way ou t  in  the  boondocks ,  and so  we ius t  ge t

the  scraps .

l , . le l l ,  i  know some people feel  that  way, I  don' t  qui te feel  that  way about i t .

I t  seems tha t  way  somet imes,  tha t  we ' re  k ind  o f  ge t t ing  the  shor t  end o f  the

S:

M:

S :

M :



lvlcMahan

th ing .  But  a  few years  ago I  remember  s i t t ing  over  there  w i th  the  pres ident

and some o ther  mernbers  o f  the  comrn i t tee  in  wh ich  V ice-Chance l lo r  Walker  sa id ,

" I 'm  fo r  the  g rowth  o f  th i s  campus ,6 r i l  we  can ' t  g i ve  you  any th ing  un less

you  ask  fo r  j t .  You 've  go t  to  ask . "  Now th is  was  be fo re  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f

the  L ib rary .  He came a long s ince  then,  and so  we 've  done pre t ty  good s ince

then .  The  Eng ineer ing  and  Sc ience  Comp ' lex  i s  go ing  to  / cosV over  $ . |0  m i l l i on

do l la rs ,  and the  F ine  Ar ts  Center  i s  go ing  to  amount  to  more  than $7  mi l l ' i on .

I f  you  ge t  to  compar ing  w" i th  what 's  go ing  on  a t  the  campus in  Aus t in ,  you  migh t

have  ius t i f j ca t ion ,  don ' t  you  see .  I t ' s  p re t t y  hard  to  compare .  Bu t  I  don ' t

be l ieve  they  t rea t  us  as  a  s tepch i ld  because many o f  the  Regents  and a lso  the

p lann inggroup in  Aus t in  a re  very  fond o f  th is  campus- - l i ke  to  come out  here

and they ' re  anx jous  to  see i t  p rogress .  I ' ve  never  fe l t  tha t  we were  a  s tep-

ch j ld ,  so  to  speak .

q .

M:

Did  you  rece ive  any ' la rge  compla jn ts?

mencement address.  He wrote about the

unhappy  w i th  i t .

I 'm  re fe r r ing  to  Dr .  Sonn ichsen 's  com-

Educa t jon  Bu j ld ing  and  how he  was

Yes ,  i  read  tha t .  He  had  a  l i t t l e  comp la in t  abou t  the  e leva to r ,  and  i t ' s  i us t

a  comp la in t .  I  d idn ' t  f  i ke  ' i t  e ' i t he r .  A l l  du r ing  the  p lann ing  o f  tha t ,  they

assured me tha t  those two e leva tors . . .one wou ld  be  a  ke led  e leva tor  and i t

wou ld  be  fas t  / to /  nana le  a l l  tha t  tower .  But  r igh t  in  the  midd le  o f  the  con-

struct ion,  the archi tectural  f i rm from Houston changed archi tects.  So the

new man d idn ' t  know about  a  lo t  o f  /Tn :ng_t .  But  one th ing  tha t  we go t  s l ip -

ped  up  on  was  tha t  e1eva to r ,  and  I 'm  very  d isappo in ted .  Otherw ise ,  I  th ink

i t ' s  a  ve ry  f i ne  bu i ld ing .  Tha t  e leva to r  i s  a  d isgus t ing  th ing - -as  s low as

j t  i s ,  and  i t ' s  no t  keyed  on  those  top  f loo rs .

Were  you par t ' i cu1ar1y  happy w i th  the  ou tcome o f  the  Phys ica l  Sc ience Bu i ' ld ing?S:
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M: Very  much so ,  fo r  the  money we had.  lnJe  had jus t  $Z mi l l  jon  do l la rs .  And

there  were  a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  we had to  leave ou t ,  there  wasn ' t  qu i te  enough

money.  Aga jn  we had a  match ing  fund dea ' l  on  th is .  The Un ivers ' i t y  fu rn ished

$ . | .3  m ' i l l i on  and  the  government  abou t  $670 ,000 .  I  was  look ing  a t  th j s  bu i ld -

ing  the  o ther  day .  The appearance o f  i t  and  the  qua l i t y  o f  i t  i s  qu i te  good.

We d idn ' t  have enough money to  fu rn ish  i t .  That ' s  been our  t roub le .  They

have an  equ ' ipment  account  to  buy  desks  and cha i rs  and f i l i ng  cab ine ts .  But

they  don ' t  have money to  equ ip  i t  w i th ,  say ,  TV,  j ce  mach ' ines ,  re f r igera tors ,

and whatever departments need. They don' t  have that k ind of  money in /Ehere7.

You have to  ge t  tha t  ou t  o f  the  main tenance and opera t ion  account  tha t  comes

out  o f leg is la t i ve  appropr ia t ion .  And  tha t ' s  been  our  t roub le  in  / the  Phys ica l

Sc iencd  Bu j ld ing ,  and  i t ' s  been  the  t roub le  L l f l  t he  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing .

And j t  cou ld  be  a  p rob lem in  the  F ine  Ar ts  Center .  But  I  unders tand tha t

Dr .  Temple ton  has  maybe taken care  o f  tha t .

But  there 's  another  th ing .  f f fnn lou- /  speakof  a  bu i ld ing ,  i t  has  to  do  w i th

jus t  the  fu rn jsh ings ,  no t  w i th  the  se rv ices  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  per fo rm in

there .  In  the  Educat ion  Bu i ld ing ,  they  had rooms tha t  were  equ ipped ( the

condu i t  end)  fo r  TV and  fo r  pub l i c  address ,  bu t  no  pub l i c  address  un i t s  per

se ,  no  cab les  pu l1ed th rough fo r  TV- - jus t  the  condu j t .  And they  had no

screens /Tor project ioV. The department had to buy those. But they did

fu rn ish  the  o f f i ces  and c lassrooms 6 i t i l  desks  and cha i rs  and a l l  tha t ,  ash

urns ,  carpe t  where  carpe t  needed to  be .  But  tha t ' s  been our  p rob lem here

on th is  campus- -no t  hav ing  a  tu rnkey  job  where  the  depar tment  can move ' in  and

do every th ing  tha t  they  want  to  do  in  the  t ime tha t  the  bu i ld ing  is  be ing

bu i l t  and cons t ruc ted .  I f  you  need a  cer ta in  p iece  o f  equ ipment  to  opera te

in  th i s  par t i cu la r  room,  i t  doesn ' t  come ou t  o f  the  bu i ld ing  f fun i l ,  you 've
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got  to  rus t le  tha t  money somewhere  e lse .  Say ,  an  e lec t ron  mic roscope.  One

musjc reci ta l  ha11 /Tn/ the Fine Arts Center 6ui l  a place for a beaut ' i fu l

o rgan ,  bu t  the re  j s  no th ing  in  the  bu i ld ing  con t rac t  fo r  an  o rgan .  Tha t ' s

a  c lass ic  example .  That  o rgan,  whatever  j t  cos ts  ($4O,OOO to  $ . |00 ,000)  6u !

go t  to  come out  o f  some o ther  pocket .  I t ' s  no t  in  the  bu i ld ing  money or  in

the  fu rn ish ings  money.  That ' s  been the  shor tcoming.

Accord ing  to  some o f  the  in te rv iews tha t  I ' ve  done,  the  Admin js t ra t ion  seems

to be sort  of  ant i - f ine arts.  t^ lhat  can you tel l  me about that?

I  don ' t  know whether  they ' re  an t i - f jne  ar ts  o r  no t .  There  were  peop le  on  the

campus  tha t  fe l t  tha t  f i ne  a r ts  wasn ' t  deserv ing  o f  a  bu i ld ing  l j ke  th i s ,  tha t

there  were  some o ther  d isc ip l ines  tha t  shou ld  have i t  be fore .  But  those o f

us  on  the  commi t tee ,  and I  persona l ly ,  had seen Mus ic  pushed a l l  a round on

th is  campus f rom one p lace  to  another .  I ' ve  been th rough the  basement  f loors

o f  Magof f in  where  they  6ur i l  the i r  p rac t ice  rooms- -s tudents  s j t t ing  on  the

f loor ,  wa i t ing  fo r  c lasses  to  change.  And Nn" i l  you  wa lk  down th rough there ,

you have to  s tep  over  them,  ' cause there  wasn ' t  anyp lace  e lse .  Mus ' i c  has

askedformore  space here  and more  space there ,  and each t ime they 'd  be  shunted

of f .  The commi t tee  and myse l f ,  as  cha i rman,  fe l t  tha t  F ine  Ar ts  needed th is

bu i ld ing ,  and the  comm' i t tee  (cont ra ry  to  what  they  may say ,  I  have the  minu tes

here)  vo ted  unan imous ' l y  fo r  th is  F jne  Ar ts  Center .  La ter  when they  go t  the

pre l im inary  d rawings  and i t  was  a  l i t t le  b igger  than they  thought ,  two or

th ree  members  thought  the  s ize  shou ld  be  reduced.  But  the  major i t y  o f  the  com-

mi t tee  sa id  no .  So  we have  th is  ra ther  la rge  bu i ld ing  be ing  comple ted  a t  the

t jme when we have had a  reduc t ion  jn  s tudent  enro l lment ,  wh ich  is  un for tunate .

From the  t ' ime you s ta r t  ta lk jng  about  a  bu i ld ing  un t i l  you  la rQ ready

to  /mbve in to7  thebu i ld ing ,  i t  takes  four  years - -a  long t ime.  t rJhen we bu i l t
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the  dormi to r ies  we were  tu rn ing  away 500 s tudent  per  year - -no  p ' lace  on  the

campus for students / to I  jve7. ln le started ta ' lk ing about new dorms. And by

the  t ime we go t  the  dorms bu i l t ,  the  s tuden ts 'mode o f  l j v ' i ng ,  the i r  new

type  o f  th ink jng  regard ing  hous ing  and  so  fo r th ,  the  ne t^ t .  mora l i t y ' i f  you

so  p lease ,  was  upon  us .  There fo re ,  we  cou ldn ' t  f i l l  t hem.  Up  to  tha t  t ime ,

we s ta r ted  ta lk ing  about r these new dorms,  we had about  5000 s tudents  and 500

' in  the  dorms.  By  the  t ime the  dorms were  f in ished,  we cou ld  house 1100.  l , . le

had  a  s tuden t  popu la t jon  o f  abou t  
. |1 . ,000 .  

Bu t ,  we  cou ldn ' t  f i l l  t hem.  Can ' t

f i l l  them ye t ,  even a f te r  tak ing  the  o ther  dorms out  o f  the  dorm sys tem,  be-

cause  o f  the  pa t te rn  o f ' l i v ing .  And  i t  no t  on ly  happened  here ,  bu t  i t ' s  hap-

pen ing  a l l  over  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

Do you th ink  tha t  the  t rend w i l l  go  back  to  l i v ing  in  the  dorms?

I  was readfng  a  magaz ine  th is  morn ' ing .  They 've  asked s tudent  [ i i l  some schoo ls

what  they  wanted  most ,  and they  wanted  qu ie t  and so l i tude.  They 'd  s tay  in  the

dorms i f  they  cou ld  have qu ' ie t  so  they  cou ld  s tudy  in  so l i tude ,  no t  a l l  the

hubbub.  And they  asked s tudents ,  " I f  you  can have tha t ,  w i '11  you move in to

the  dorm?"  ' lYes  ,  /we 'd7  npve in  r igh t  tomor row.  "

Can  you  te l l  me a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  the  Eng ineer ing  comp lex  tha t  you ' re  abou t

to  bu i ld?

Yes.  LTt '1 . l  be  the /  Eng ineer ing  and Sc jence Cornp lex ,  and j t  w ' i l l  house B io logy

/as  we l l  as  Eng ineer ing / .

PAUSE

M:  The  eng inee r i ng  pa r t  o f  t he  comp lex  w i l l  house  t he  schoo l s  o f  Eng inee r i ng :

e lec t r i ca l  ,  c ' i v i l ,  mechan ica l  ,  and  me ta l l u rg ' i ca1  .  I n  add i t i on  to  those  two

l 0

S:

M:

S :

M :
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( they ' re  fou r  s to ry  bu i ld ings  on  the  average)  the re  i s  a  th i rd  bu i ld ing  jn  the

complex  wh ich  js  a  f i ve-s to ry  c lassroom tower .  The top  f loor  o f  i t  i s  the

l ib ra ry  fo r  tha t  complex ,  and the  o ther  four  a re  c lassrooms and semjnar  rooms.

There  a re  go ing  to  be  f j ve  e leva to rs  in  the  who le  comp lex .  I 'm  sure  they '11

move fas te r  than they  do  in  the  Educat ion  /Bu i l  d in i l .  The p lans  are  95  per

cent  f jn ished.  l l l e  expec t  to  ge t  a  cont rac t  about  the  f i rs t  o f  0c tober  to

s ta r t  cons t ruc t jon  o f  tha t  bu i ld ing .  lThe  cos t  jV  in  excess  o f  $ . |0  m j l l i on .

Are they going to get any matching funds?

No.  Match ing  funds  are  a  th ing  o f  the  pas t .  We got  some / io r7  the  F ine  Ar ts

Center .  We s tood in  number  one and number  th ree  pr io r i t y  in  the  who le  s ta te

o f  Texas  fo r  match ing  funds .  But  there  wasn ' t  enough federa l  funds ,  so  i t

d jm in ished  qu i te  a  b i t .  Bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  the re  w i l l  be  lany  match jng  funds

for  the  Eng ineer ing  and Sc ' ience Comple i - / .  Th ings  migh t  change,  you know.

What  i s  the  cos t  go ing  to  be  fo r  the  F ine  Ar ts  Center?

In  excess  o f  $Z  In - i l l i on  do l lu " ! .  Abou t  $7  mi l l  i on ,  maybe  more ,  coun t ing  fu r -

n ' i sh ' ings  and so  fo r th .  Th js  / r rew Eng ineer ing  and Sc ience complexT w ' i l l  pu t  a1 l  the

Col lege o f  Sc ience together ,  w j th  the  except ' ion  o f  Geo logy ,  jn  the  same par t

o f  the  campus.

What  do  they  p lan  to  do  w i th  the  B io logy  Bu i ld ing?

I  don ' t  know.  Tha t  w i l l  be  up  to  the  p res iden t  and  to  h is  adv ise rs ,  as  to

who can bes t  use  tha t  bu i ld ing ,  because i t  was  remode led  fo r  B io logy ,  i t  had

a  lab  s i tua t ion .  When l t l us ic  moves  ou t  o f  0 ld  Ma in ,  the  same ques t ion  w i l l  be

asked.  There 's  some good c lassroom space Fh" r i l .  And what 's  go ing  to  happen

to  Cot ton  Memor ia l?  That  w j l l  p robab ly  be  g iven to  the  L ib rary .

Yes ,  I  unders tand they  w i l l  t ry  and house the  arch jves  jn  there .

That '  s  r i  gh t .
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l , l ' i th  the  present  t rend o f  fund ing ,  what  about  the  r i se  o f  the  bu i ld ing  use

fee?

l , r le l l ,  I  guess  i t  was  a  necessary  th ing .  I t  makes  i t  be t te r  on  the  par t - t ime

student  bu t  / rougher /  on  the  fu l l - t ime s tudent .  I t  was  a  p re t ty  good ra ise

cons ider ing  what  i t  had  been.  I t  i s  to  pay  o f f  the  bonded indebtedness .

That 's  about  as  much as  I  th jnk  I  can  say  about  i t ,  except  LTha i l  i t  seems

l i ke  i t ' s  the  on ly  way  you  can  bu i ld  these  bu i ld ings .  The  Un ivers i t y  has

some permanent fund money but they are using the interest  accrual  on the in-

ves tments  to  he lp  ou t  on  these bu i ld ings  and a lso  fu rn ' i sh ings  and so  fo r th .

0 f  course ,  the  dormi to ry  i s  a  l i t t le  d i f fe ren t  type  o f  fund ing .  The s tudent

lb -u i ld ' in f ,  use  fee  doesn ' t  go  in to  he lp  de f ray  the  cos t  o f  these dorms.

They ' re  on  a  d i f fe ren t  bas is ,  they  ge t  i t  ou t  o f  the ' i r  ren ta ls  o f  the  dormi to r ies .

But  these o ther  new bu i ld ings  come out  o f  the  s tudent  use  fee .  I  th jnk  i f  you

add  the  bu i ld ing  use  fee ,  the  tu i t i on  fee ,  and  a lso  the  s tuden t  se rv ices  fee

a l l  toge ther ,  I  s t i l l  t h ink  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  f i nd  tha t  tha t ' s  s t i l l  l ess

than o ther  s ta te  ins t i tu t jons .  One t ime I  l ' i s tened to  a  repor t  about  four  o r

f i ve  years  ago /concern ing  New YorO in  wh ich  the i rs  was about  $800 do l la rs

a  semeste r - - tu i t i on ,  bu i ld ing ,  and  a l l  tha t  s tu f f .  Bu t  when  a  person  doesn ' t

have  the  money ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  p re t t y  h igh ,  i f  you  haven ' t  been  used  to  i t .

Do you th jnk  tha t  there  w i l l  be  a  fu r ther  d rop  in  enro l lment?

I  wonder ,  I  wonder .

I^ l i l l  that  pose a probiem? Because I  understand that the Un' ivers ' i ty  gets money

accord ing  to  the  number  o f  s tudents  i t  has .

That 's  r igh t .  They  ge t  money accord ing  to  the  s tudents  they  have and the

cred i t  hours  earned.  And wh ' i le  you he lp  the  one person tak ing  one course- -

i t ' l l  he lp  them- -bu t  ye t  i t ' s  go ing  to  take  f i ve  o f  those  peop le  to  make  up

fo r  one  fu l l - t ' ime  s tuden t .  I f  you  lose  one  fu l l - t ime  s tuden t  you  go t  to  ga in

M:
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f i ve  par t - t ime s tudents .  Fu l l - t ime s tudents  can ' t  go  anywhere  jn  the  s ta te

o f  Texas  and do  much be t te r .  The $50 tu i t ion  is  the  same jn  a l l  s ta te  schoo ' l s ,

and / there  ' i s  a /  bu i ld ing  use  fee  jn  most  o f  the  un ivers ' i t y  sys tem.  Ar1  ing-

ton  has  maybe a  do l la r  less  than we do ,  and I  donr t  know about  the  Un ivers i ty

a t  Aus t in .  Nor th  Texas  /S ta te  Un ivers i t i l - - I  don ' t  know i f  they  have any  or

no t .  Sorne o f  them get  the i r  mon ies  ou t  o f  /Thq ad  va lo rem tax .  So we cou ld

s tand  to  lose ,  I  guess .

Cou ld  you en l igh ten  me on the  fund ing  ar rangements  fo r  the  bu i ld ings  and how

the bu i  l  d ing  use  fee  i  s  go i  ng  to  he ' lp?

We1 ' l  ,  the  Un ' i vers i ty  se l l s  bonds  to  inves tors ,  banks  in  New York  C i ty  and so

forth,  /_Tof/  which they charge an jnterest  rate.  And there has to be some

assurance  tha t  th i s  jn te res t  w i l l  be  pa id .  So  w i th  th i s  s tuden t  use  fee  money

pa id  each semester ,  they  have some assurance tha t  the  Un ivers i ty  can meet  i t s

ob l iga t ions .  There 's  a  ce r ta in  l jm j t  to  wh ich  they  can  bond ,  don ' t  you  see .

I tdepends upon the i r  resources .  And we 've  about  reached the  end o f  our  bond-

ing  power  to  bu i ld  new s t ruc tu res  un less  we ra ise  the  fee .  In  o ther  words

i t ' l I  s top  r igh t  the re  un less  you  ra ise  the  fee .

Now in  dormi to r jes ,  they  usua l ly  requ i re  about  90  per  cent  occupancy

/ in  o rder  to  ge t  t f ren r /  bonded ,  and  a l l  l as t  year  we  d idn ' t  have ' i t .  (Th is

has  no th ing  to  do  w ' i th  s tuden t  use  fee ,  I 'm  jus t  us ing  tha t  as  an  ' i l  I  us t ra -

t ion . )  they  had to  d ig ' in to  some o ther  resources  to  pu l l  tha t  up  and pay

the  b ' i  I  I  .  Yes ,  s i  r ,  you 've  ob l  i ga ted  yourse l  f .  Tha t ' s  the  reason  you  can ' t

sdy ,  "We l l ,  we 've  go t  the  space  over  the re ,  empty  rooms,  we '1 l  i us t  pu t

c l  asses  i  n  there .  "  You can '  t .  lTou '  ve  go t  to /  use  them fo r  the i  r in ten t .

They get al l  the accrual  f rom the rent /Trom/ t f rat  up to a certain f igure.

And tha t  90  per  cent  i s  very  impor tan t .  I f  you  can ' t  make i t ,  You go t  to  d ig



l4cl'|ahan 14

M:

down in some pocket and pay i t  up.

Tha t ' s  why  they  passed  tha t  ru l ing  abou t  s tuden ts  who  a ren ' t  l i v ing  w i th

the i  r  paren ts .

They  tp ied  to  fo rce  the  par ie ta l  ru le ,  wh ich  is  on  the  books  ye t - -s t ' i11  js ,

bu t  i t ' s  L ;U unp leasant  th ing .  And tha t ' s  Lwhf l  the  Board  o f  Regents  very

wise ly  pa id  o f f  the  jndebtedness  on  these o ld  dorms and bought  them out r igh t ,

and made them no longer a part  of  the dormitory system. Fn" iust  lef t

the  two towers  over  there ,  p lus  Burges  Ha l l ,  wh ich  is  the  a th le t i c  dorm' i to ry .

So those th ree  are  under  the  dorm' i to ry  /sys ted .  But  Hudspeth ,  Be l l ,  Wor r0 l l ,

and Benedict  /F-ave-7 been taken out.  They've been taken out so they can be

used fo r  any th ing- -c lassrooms,  gymnas iums,  sw imming poo1s,  o r  whatever  you

want .

q . Maybe I can get some comments from

graduated  w i th  a  degree in  Phys ics

is  the  t rend  now ' in  Phys ics?  h l i l l

you  about  Phys ics .  I  have a  f r iend  who

and he 's  had  t roub le  f i nd ing  a  job .  What

i t  be better?

Wel l ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  l j ke  a l1  d isc ' i p1 ines ,  a  l j t t l e  b ' i t - - ' i t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  to  f i nd

a  job .  Tha t  i s ,  Ph .D.s ' i n  Phys jcs  a re  hav ing  a  d j f f i cu l t  t ime  f jnd ing  jobs ,

the  same way  as  Ph .D.s  in  some o ther  d ' i sc jp l ines .  Now,  the re  a re  ce r ta jn

areas  /where  there /  i s  no t  much t roub le .  Some o f  our  undergraduates ,

bache lo r ' s  and  mas te r ' s  degrees ,  i f  they ' re ' i n  the  f i e ld  o f  geophys ' i cs ,  due

to  th ' i s  energy  c r j s ' i s ,  they  eas i ' l y  f i nd  iobs .  Tha t ' s  in  p rospec t ing  and

go ing  ou t  in  search  o f  na tu ra l  resources- - foss i l  fue ls ,  wha t  I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t ,

ma ' in ' l y  gas  and o i1 .  We have a  geophys ics  depar tment  here ,  and some o f  those

fe l lows  have  go t ten  jobs  and  have  no  par t i cu la r  t roub le .  Bu t  i t ' s  k ind  o f

t i  gh t .

tdhat  i  s  your  op i  n ion  on  th i  s  energy  c r i  s  i  s?
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M: I  th ink  i t ' s  been  over -emphas ized ,  to  some ex ten t ,  bu t  i t ' s  ve ry  rea l .  We ' re

runn ing  shor t  o f  foss i l  fue ls - -o i l  and  gas .  Our  popu la t ion  growth  /accounts

fo r  the  fac t  thaV we ' re  us jng  more .  In  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  we have s ix  per

cent  o f  the  wor ld 's  popu la t ion  6u i l  we use 35  per  cent  o f  the  wor ld 's  energy .

E lec t r i c i t y  here  and  e lec t r i c i t y  the re .  And  our  foss i l  fue ls  w i th in  the  con-

t inen ta l  U .S .  have  been  dep le ted .  Our  gas  we l l s  a re  runn ing  w ide  open .  They

are  look ing  fo r  gas  a t  20 ,000 fee t  depth  in  Western  Ok lahoma,  because they

can ' t  f i nd  i t  a t  sha l lower  dep ths .

Then,  on  the  o ther  hand,  we can br ing  i t  in  f rom some p laces .  A laska

f ru t  p len ty .  Bu t  on  the  one  s ide  a re  the  env i ronmenta l i s ts  who  th ink  i t ' l l

d is tu rb  the  env i ronment ,  vvh ich  F i l  m igh t ,  I  don ' t  know.  But  in  o ther  words ,

the  dec is ion  has  to  be  made whether  we want  to  change our  s tandard  o f ' l i v ing

or  i f  we  can  do  i t  wr ' thou t  d is tu rb jng  the  env j ronment .  We ' re  go ing  to  have

to  go  ou ts ' i de  and  ge t  someofour  foss i l  fue ls .  E l  Paso  Natu ra l  Gas  i s  go ing

to buy from Russia.  /They plaf  to f reeze the gas and ship i t  over,  / reconvert /

i t  and  pu t  i t  i n  the  l i nes .  Bu t  w i th  the  inc rease  o f  popu ' la t jon  and  our  s tan-

dard  o f  I  i v ing ,  werve  run  shor t .  Our  foss i l  fue ls  a re  no t  rep laceab le .  I rJe

may have to go to geothermal /energy,  o i l  take a lot  of  rather cheap coal  and

change i t  in to  na tura l  gas .

What about solar energy? l , . lould that  be the next t rend?

Yeah,  tha t  cou ld  be .

The prob ' lem when we run  ou t  o f  foss i l  fue ls  wou ld  be  the  convers ion  to  some

other  fue l .  Wou ldn ' t  tha t  be  hard?

Yes ,  the re 's  some o f  tha t .  LFor  ins tance / ,  coa l - -you 'd  have  to  conver t  i t ,

don ' t  you  see.  Then there 's  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  con tam' ina t ion  w i th  tha t .  Nuc lear

energy ,  I  don ' t  know.  There 's  los t  o f  con tamjnat ion  invo lved /w i th7  nuc lear

q .

M:

S :

M:
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energy ,  more  than peop le  rea l i ze .

Bu t  / th i s  energy  c r i s i s /  i s  a

the  ac t  and  ta lk ing  abou t  i t .  Bu t

ex ten t ,  bu t  no t  too  much.

What about pol  l  ut ' ion?

Yeah,  the re '  s  po l  I  u t ion  on  one  end .

po l lu t ion  dev ices  on  your  au tomob ' i l e

I  j us t  have  my  doub ts  abou t  t ha t .

very rea l  th fng.  Evcrybody i i  get tJng rn  0n

I  th jnk  i t ' s  be ing  over -exagqera ted ,  to  so ! ! ! l

16

M: L j  ke on an autornob i  1  e ,

but  that  a l  so cuts  down

S :

mi leage.  /Shou l  d - /  you  buy  more  gas  to  have less  po l lu t ion?

may go up. t r le may have to go ' into mass transportat ion.

One compla in t  abou t  po l lu t ion ,  espec ia l l y  here  in  E l  Paso ,

a l  I  those po l  1  u t ion  cont ro l  sys tems on your i  au tomob ' i1e ,  and

r ight  across TTfre border/ .  They have no t lpe of  control .

a re  a l l  our  laws here?

Our  loca t ion ' i s  un ique,  in  so ine  respec ts ,  compared to  some in land c i t ies .  I ' l e

have a  b ig  c i ty  across  the  n iver  f rom us  tha t  we have no  cont ro l  over .  I

th ink  we ' re  go ing  to  have to  buck le  our  be l ts ,  maybe change our  s tandard  o f

l i v ing  a  b j t ,  d r i ve  fewer  cars .  Eng ineers  made a  s tudy  a  few years  ago here

on th is  campus tha t  / ihowed tha tT  each car  coming on  th is  campus car r ied  l . l

s tudents .  I f  you  cou ld  ge t  them to  car ry  four  o r  f j ve  s tudents ,  you  cou ld

cu t  down on  the  cars ,  we  wou ldn ' t  have  a  park ' i ng  p rob lem,  as  some c la jm.

(Which  I  don ' t  th jnk  we have here  on  carnpus .  You don ' t  wa lk  very  fa r  here  to

ge t  to  c lass . )  We l l ,  we 've  go t  mass  t ranspor ta t jon .  Bu t  a  s tuden t  l i v ing  in

Nor theas t  E l  Paso te l l s  me tha t i t  takes  about  th ree  hours  to  ge t  to  th js  cam-

pus  by  bus ,  and they  have to  change buses  severa l  t imes and wa j t  fo r  the  buses .

I f  they 've  go t  an  8 :00  c lass ,  they ' re  go ing  to  have to  leave shor t l y  a f te r

5 :00  in  the  morn ing ,  and  i t ' s  p re t t y  dark  and  co ld .  (Laugh te r )  En  c i t i es

they want you to put

on  your  gaso l ine

The pr ice  o f  gas

is  tha t  they  requ i re

yet you have Judrez

So to what ava' i l
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M:

such as/  Chicago and New York they have mass transportat ion that has helped

so lve  some o f  the  prob lems.

What about some comments on the future of  th is Universi ty? t^ lould you say that

i t ' s  on  i t s  way  up  o r  a t  a  s tands t i l l ?

I t ' s  so r t  o f  a t  a  s tands t i l l  now,  number -w ise .  And  s ince  i t ' s  number -w ise ,

i t  a l so  a f fec ts  our  money .  Tha t ' s  work ing  a  hardsh ip  on  the  admin js t ra t ion

present ly - -money,  to  pay  facu l ty ,  and no t  equ ipment  o r  power  and l igh t - -un-

less  you go  to  ex t remely  
' la rge  

c lasses ,  /_ in i l  I  doubt  the  e f fec t j veness  o f

t remendous ly  la rge  c lasses  compared to  smal le r  c lasses .

So the  fu tu re  i s  a  very  qood fu tu re .  E l  Paso is  g rowing .  We have our

backs  to  the  wa l l ,  j n  one  sense  o f  the  word .  We ' re  aga ins t  Mex ico  on  one  s ide

and New Mex ico  r igh t  up  the  o ther  s ' ide .  We ra ised our  ou t -o f -s ta te  tu i t ion

and tha t  cu ts  /d 'own on ou t -o f -s ta te rsT.  But  we have a  un ique pos i t ion  here

in  our  re la t jonsh ' ip  to  Cent ra l  and South  Amer ica .  I  th ink  1w ' i t t r - /  t f re  mix ing

of  two cu l tu res  we have a  po ten t ia l  here  fo r  /work ing  w i th  and s tudy ing  the

two cu l tu reV.  I  th ink  we  ough t  to  pursue  tha tmore .  So  i t  j s  uh ique  in

tha t .

Fur thermore ,  ge t t ing  back  to  the  F ine  Ar ts  Center  aga in ,  I  fee l  tha t  E l

Paso is  sor t  o f  a  f ine  ar ts  c i ty  when you ge t  down to  look ing  a t  j t .  They

l j ke  mus ic ,  good  mus ic  o f  a l l  k inds .  There  a re  a r t i s ts .  And  when we ge t  the

F ine  Ar ts  Center ,  wer re  go ing  to  see a  b ig  g rowth  in  those depar tments .  Be-

cause up  t i11  now,  the  parents  have been send ing  the i r  youngsters ,  say ,  in

Music,  to North Texas. I  th ink they're go' ing to stay here / thet  they see

th js  n ice  fac i l i t y .  A r t ,  the  same way .  I  th ink  tha t  the re ' l l  be  some a r t

pa t rons  here  in  town tha t  w j l l  rea l l y  ass is t  th is  Un ivers i ty  when they  see

a  fac i l i t y  l i ke  we 've  go t  up  here .  Toge ther  w i th  our  C iv i c  Cen te r ,  I  can ' t



McMa han

he lp  bu t  see  qu i te  a  g rowth  on  th ' i s  campus  in  f i ne  a r ts ,  a l though  I 'm  no t  a

f ine  a r ts  person  as  such .

So you wou ld  say  the  t rend here  in  E l  Paso is  to  go  toward  f ine  ar ts .  Wou ld

you say  tha t  tha t ' s  the  way i t  i s  in  the  na t ion ,  more  or  less ,  o r  a re  they

s t i l l  s t i ck ing  to  the  techn ica l  th ings?

M:  We11,  I  don ' t  know.  I  th ink  the re 's  been  a  l i t t l e  coming  up  o f  f i ne  a r ts  jn

the nat ' ion.  Our scient i f ic  endeavor has turned pret ty much to technology--

gadgets  and th jngs  tha t  /can  be  pu t  to  p rac t ica l  us t .  In  pure  sc ience,  I

th ink  th ings  have sor t  o f  leve led  o f f .  However ,  the  b io log ica l  sc jences  /a rg /

chang ing .  I  have seen qu i te  a  g rowth  jn  hea l th  and med ' ic ine  and b io logy .  A f te r

ldor ld  War  I ,  chemis t ry  took  a  g rea t  b ig  boom.  Af te r  Wor ld  War  I I ,  phys jcs  took

a t remendous boom.  l ^Je  had in  our  Phys ics  Depar tment ,  as  smal l  as ' i t  i s ,  fo r ty

7p .S .  degree  g radua teV jn  one  year ,  seven  o r  e igh t  years  ago .  Bu t  now ' i t ' s

b io logy  tha t ' s  coming up  and you see i t  here  in  the  enro l lment .  t i l i th  hea l th ,

med ic ine ,  eco logy ,  and  a l l  tha t  so r t  o f  th ' i ng ,  tha t  pa r t  i s  go ing  to  boom a l l

over  the  na t jon .  I t ' s  a l ready  s ta r ted  here .  And th ' i s  un jvers i ty ,  fo r tunate ly ,

i s  do ing  someth ing  abou t  i t ,  as  fa r  as  b io logy  i s  concerned .

Back  to  f i ne  a r ts , i t ' s  do ing  someth inq  abou t  the  f i ne  a r ts .  Some th ' i nk

i t  won ' t  pay  o f f ,  bu t  you  asked me what  I  thought .  (Chuck les)  I ' . |1  be  C ' i sap-

po in ted  i f  f ine  ar ts  doesn ' t  show a  n ice  growth  up  here  fand a t t rac t  some new]

s tuden ts .  And  I  th ink  th i s  energy  shor tage  i s  go ing  to  he lp  us ,  because  in

some o f  the  seaboard  s ta tes ,  the  Nor theas t ,  re t i red  peop ' le ,  they  don ' t  l i ke

the ' idea o f  ge t t ing  ho t  in  the  summer  and co ld  in  the  w in te r .  N ' t t i l  the  energy

shor tage,  they ' re  go ing  to  seek  more  sunny  c l ' imates  such as  ours .  They ' re  go-

ing  to  re t i re  ou t  here  and take  in  some o f  those th ings .

S :  You ' . |1  be  leav ing  us  soon .

IB



McMa ha n l 9

M : Yes,  the  end o f  August .  When I  f i r s t  came there  were  jus t  a  very  few bu i ld -

ings  on  the  campus .  Where  the  p resen t  B io logy  Bu i ld ing ' i s  /There  wer t  tenn is

cour ts ,  a i id  Magof f  in  Aud i to r ium wasn ' t  here .  The Admjn is t ra t ' ion ,  Un jon ,  and

L .A .  /Fu i ld ings  weren ' t7  here .  I ' ve  seen  th js  a l l  g row and  I ' ve  seen  s tuden ts

come and go. The cr i t ' ics used to make snjde remarks /aboq! TWC /6ei  ng/  a i :eeny

weeny co11ege.  But  the  schoo l  has  tu rned ou t  a  lo t  o f  very  f ine  peop le  and I

get let ters f rom them. One of  the rewards that I  have had--and every teacher

has  tha t - -  i s  the  le t te rs  and v is i t s  they  ge t  f rom the i r  ex-s tudents ,  and

/ -see jng  thernT in  the i r  jobs .  I  go t  a  le t te r  las t  week f rom one o f  our  phys ics

s tudents  who has  a  Ph.D.  now.  In  fac t ,  th is  depar tment  p roduced a t  leas t  l5

s tudents  who had gone on  and Tgot te i l  the i r  Ph.D.s .  lT f r i s  le t te rT  was f rom

one o f  those s tudents ,  /express ingJ  h is  apprec ' ia t ion  to  the  Un ivers i ty  and the

depar tment .  I  guess  f t  war /  one o f  the  f ines t  le t te rs  I  ever  rece ived.  And

a l l  o f  those were  cJra t i f y ing  th ings .  And i t ' s  been a  p leasant  t ime fo r  rne .

Th js  Un ivers i ty  has  been good to  me.  I  came here  as  an  ass is ian t  p ro fessor ,

rose  to  fu l l  p ro fessor  w j thout  benef i t  o f  a  Ph.D.  I  was  o ]d  enough and LTu i l

reached a  p lace  a f te r  Wor ld  l {a r  I i  where  f l f  cou ldn ' t  take  t jme to  go  fo r  a

Ph.D.  I ' ve  had  ra ises .  I ' ve  never  asked  fo r  a  s ing le  p romot ion  o r  a  s ing le

ra ise ,  and  I ' ve  go t ten  them w i thou t  tw is t ing  anybody 's  a rm.

I  l i ke  the  s tuden t  body  and  I  l ook  fo r  g rea t  th ings .  I  th ink  j t ' s  bound  to  in -

c rease jn  numbers .  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  we shou ld  t ry  fo r  i t  to  be  a  t remendous-

1y  la rge  schoo l ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  shou ld  serve  the  needs o f  the  communi ty  and

peop le  who want  to  go  to  schoo l  here ,  and become good in  what  they ' re  do ing .

I  doub t  whe ther  j t  shou ld  ever  be  a  Ph .D. -g ran t ing  ins t i tu t ion ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t

shou ld  be  one o f  the  s t ronges t  l ibera l  a r ts ,  f ine  ar ts ,  and eng ' ineer ing  /Fchoo lsT

in  the  na t jon ,  on  a  B .S .  and  M.S.  leve l .  tT t t  shou ld  no t  t r y  to  become s t r i c t l y
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S:

a Ph .D.  ins t i tu t ion ,  because  in  mos t  Ph .D.  ins t ' i t u t ions  the  lower  d iv i s ion

courses  have  su f fe red .  I  th ink  tha t  s i x  schoo ls  jn  the  na t ion  now are  tu rn ing

out  enough Phys ics  Ph.D.s  fo r  the  needs o f  the  na t ion .  So I  th ink  /That  UIEP/

shou ld  become even be t te r  in  what  / i t ' y  do ing .

l , ' le1l ,  thank you very much, Mr.  ln lcMahan.
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