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Eugene 0 .  Por te r
by  Dav id  Sa lazar

May 28 ,  ]973
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Could  you s ta r t  o f f  w i th  some b iograph ica l  da ta?

l {e l l ,  I  was  born  in  Br jdgepor t ,0h io ,  F l t  the  20 th  o f  February ,1899 .  I

came to El  Paso ' in September,  
. |940.

What were the c ' i rcumstances?

i  came here to teach.

hlho hired you?

Why,  W' igg ins  was look ing  fo r  a  man to  teach La t in  Amer ican h is to ry .  What

had happened,  a  man tha t  had been in  a  jun io r  co l lege and came over  to

teach /Eere  a t  Texas  Western  Co l leg f l - -No le  I  be l ieve  was h js  name--had

d ied  in  January  o f  
. |940 .  

t ^ l igg ' ins  had been o f fe r jng  La t in  Amer ican h is to ry ,

I  th ink ,  one semester  every  o ther  year ,  and Mrs .  Qu inn  taught  tha t .  So  he

had to  ge t  a  h is to ry  man to  rep lace  No le ,  and he  dec jded to  ge t  a  La t in

Amer ican h ' i s to ry  man.  He to ld  me la te r  tha t  he  wro te  to  Ch icago and Ch i -

cago had no  one they  cou ld  o f fe r .  Then he  wro te  to  Oh io  S ta te  Un ivers i ty .

Why,  I  don ' t  know.  The cha ' i rman up  there  was Dr .  Washburn .  I  was  an  in -

s t ruc to r  there .  I  go t  my doc tor ' s  degree in '39  and then I  taught  tha t

year  as  an  ins t ruc to r ,  ' 39 - '40 .  My  pay  was  fo r  a  fu l l  l oad ,  th ree  c lasses .

We had the  quar te r  sys tem:  a  th ree-hour  c lass  wou ld  be  f i ve  days  a  week.

So you taught  f i f teen  hours ,  f i ve  days  a  week.  One day  Dr .  Washburn  ca l led

me and showed me W' igg ' ins '  le t te r .  He wanted  to  know i f  I  was  in te res ted .

The job  was go ing  to  pay  $2 ,500 and an  Ass is tan t  Pro fessorsh ip ,  wh ich  was

a lot  more than I  had there.  LT ha!/  no prospects there.  The governor

/Tn  Oh i f  was  Br jcker ,  who la te r  went  to  the  Un ' i ted  Sta tes  Senate .  A l l

he  cou ld  th ink /o t7  was  to  cu t  down,  cu t  the  taxes .  A lso ,  i n  a  b ig  un ive rs i t y
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there ,  you  cou ldn ' t  ge t  anywhere  un less  you pub l ished someth ing .  I  was  jus t

gett ing started. So that 's how I  happened to come down here.  I  came down

and s ta r ted  the  fa l l  semester  o f  
. |940 .

Can you te11 us  about  your  educat ion  in  0h io?

I at tended the Br idgeport  Publ ' ic  School  System. I  was graduated from the

Br idgepor t  H igh  Schoo l  and I  went  to  Oh io  l ^ les leyan Un ivers i ty  a t  De laware ,

0h jo .  I  was  graduated  there  w i th  an  A.B.  degree,  ma jor  in  h is to ry .  Then

I  taught  h ' igh  schoo l  fo r  f i ve  years .  I  jus t  go t  fed  up ,  I  qu i t ,  and went

on  the  road w j th  h jgh  schoo l  tex tbooks .  I  t rave l led  f rom nor thern  V i rg i -

n ' ia ,  Nor th  Lan{ /  South  Caro l ina ,  and Georg ia  on  the  schoo ls .  Then came

the Depress ion .  The schoo ls  d idn ' t  have money to  buy  and tex tbook  men were

be ing  la id  o f f .  So  I  dec ided to  go  back  to  schoo l .  I  went  back  and go t

my Master ' s  Degree and Ph.D.  bo th  in  h is to ry  a t  0h jo  S ta te  Un ivers i ty .

For  two years  on  my doc tora te  I  had a  graduate . . .what  do  they  ca l l  i t?  I

taught  as  a  g raduate  s tudent  a t  Oh ' io  Un ivers ' i t y  and then they  kept  me on

afterwards.

Armed Service? In the armed forces I  served in the Air  Force from

about  February  o f '43  un t i l  Augus t  o f ' 46  as  an  In te l f i gence  o f f i ce r .  I

s tayed in  the  reserve  and I  was  ca l led  back  to  ac t ive  du ty  as  o f  the  ls t

o f  June,  
. l95 . l .  

I  s tayed in  fo r  two years .  Dur jng  tha t  t ime,  I  had an  lB-

month  tour  o f  du ty  in  Germany,  where  I  was  in  In te l l igence.

D id  you  have  any th ing  to  do  w i th  the  in te l l i gence  serv ice  in  Russ ia?

In  Germany I  d id .  I  guess  you can ta lk  about  i t  now.  Someone deve loped

the  idea o f  jn te rv iewing  or  in te r rogat ing  German pn isoners  o f  war  who were

be ing  re leased  f rom Russ ' ia .  So  we had  se t  up . . . I  say  "we" ,  i t  had  been

set  up  be fore  I  go t  there .  We se t  up  co l lec t jng  agenc ies .  We had four teen

S :

P :
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o f  t hem ove r  Ge rmany .  We  had  one . i n  Be r l i n ,  wh i ch  we  had  t o  f l y  i n  and  ou t ,

and  then  we  had  one  j n  the  F rench  7one ,  two  up  a t  Bonn '  one  a t  Co logne ' i n

the  B r i t i sh  Zone ,  and  the  res t  were  a l l  i n  t he  Amer i can  Zone .  0h ,  we  had

one  in  Hamburg  and  a l so  a t  Hannover ,wh ich  were  i n  t he  B r i t ' i sh  Zone .  Bu t

we had four teen a l l  together  and our  headquar ters  were at  l^J jesbaden,  Germany,

wh ich  was  the  headquar te rs  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  A i r  Fo rce .  I  became the

opera t ' i ons  o f f i ce r  f o r  t he  who le  i n te l l i gence  th ing ,  s ta t i oned  a t  headquar -

te rs  i n  W iesbaden .

So ,  wha t  happened ,  t he  German  gove rnmen t ,  t hen ,  pe rm i t t ed  us  f i ve  m in -

u tes  w i th  a  re leased  p r i sone r  o f  wa r .  Tha t ' s  a l l  t he  t ime  we  had .  And

the  Russ jans  were  p re t t y  smar t .  They  d idn ' t  r e lease  two  a t  a  t ime ,  t hey

re leased  l 0 ,000a ta  t ime ,  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t .  They  knew  wha t  we  we re  do ing .

So  as  they  f i l ed  th rough ,  we  had  on l y  t jme  enough  to  ge t  t he i r  names ,  t he i r

educa t j on ,  t he i r  home address  (where  a  l e t t e r  cou ld  ge t  t o  t hem) ,  and  where

they  had  been  s ta t i oned  as  p r i sone rs  j n  Russ ia .  We made  a  ca rd  on  each

one .  So ,  you  see ,  we  had  thousands  o f  ca rds .  And  then  we  d j v ided  those

ca rds .  I f  a  man  was  l i v ' i ng  nea r  Wande rhe in  ( ? )  f o r  j ns tance ,  we  wou ld  send

6r i l  cards down there.  Then when we were ready for  h im we'd send h im a

le t t e r  and  ask  h im  to  come  down .  I f  he  wou ld ,  we 'd  send  h im  h i s  r a j l r oad

t i cke t ,  and  we  pa id  h im  so  much  a  day .  We pa id  h im  wha t  he  NuV supposed

to  be  mak ing .  I f  he  sa id  he  was  mak ing  f i ve  marcs  a  day  as  a  fa rmer ,  t ha t ' s

wha t  we  pa id  h im ,  p lus  h i s  f ood  wh i l e  he  was  the re .  One  o f  ou r  p laces  ope ra -

t ed  a  ho te l  up  j n  t he  Taunus  Moun ta ins ,  and  we  had  a  ba r .  We 'd  g i ve  h im

so  many  ch ips  so  he  cou ld  d r i nk  bee r  a t  n igh t ,  7 ' _wha teve r /  ne  wan ted ,  and

so  fo r th .  We  had  a  co lone l  who  de fec ted - -he  and  h i s  w i fe  and  a  ch ' i l d .  We

pu t  t hem up  a t  t h i s  ho te l .  They  were  / t he re /  f o r  abou t  s i x  mon ths ,  I  guess .
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I l je l l ,  then ,  we wou ld  in te r rogate .  Now,  to  ' in te r rogate ,  we had Amer i -

cans .  We had severa l  co ' l lege  pro fessors  o f  German.  I  had one very  good

f r jend .  He  had  been  jn  the  0 .S . I .  and  he  go t  back .  You  ge t  a  l i t t l e  res t -

less  i f  you 've  been in  the  Army.  Someth ing  goes  wrong and the  f i rs t  damn

th ing  you  th ink  o f  F i l ,  " I 'm  go jng  back .  I 'm  go ing  to  ask  fo r  ac t i ve

duty . "  I  don ' t  know why i t  j s .  I  fe l t  the  same way fo r  two or  th ree  years .

So  J im _ ,  I  th ink ,  go t  a  l j t t l e  res t less .  He  was  teach ing  Teu ton ic

Languages,  f i te ra tu re  and so  fo r th ,  a t  Wash ing ton  Un ivers i ty  o r  George Wash-

ing ton ,wh ichever i t  i s ,  i n  S t .  Lou is .  So ,  he  go t  a  l i t t l e  d ' i sgus ted  and  he

though t ,  "We l l ,  th i s  i s  the  bes t  oppor tun j t y  I ' 11  ever  have  to  ge t  my  w i fe

over  there . "  So he  wro te  to  us  and we h ' i red  h ' im,  na tura l l y .  And he  brought

h is  w i fe  over .  He had quar te rs  and so  fo r th - -made a  n ice  dea l  ou t  o f  i t .

So  we wou ld  b r ing  these 7p- r isoners  o f  wa iT ' in  and we wou ld  in temogate

them a l l  about  th ' i s  a rea  where  they  were .  We 'd  ask  them,  "How much do  you

make ' in  c ' i v j l ' i an  I  i fe?"  o r  "How much do  you make a t  hone now?"  They 'd  say ,

" I  make  25  marcs  a  dayr "  wh ich  in  mos t  cases  they 'd  be  1y ing .  We 'd  say ,

"F ine . "  Then  we had  these  s l ips  p repared  /we  wou ld  say / r  "Now,  w i l l  you

s ' ign  th i s?"  "0h ,  we l ' l  ,  no .  I  don ' t  make  qu i te  tha t  much . "  They ' re  a f ra id

to death of  the government over there.  But we had doctors or someone lwho

wou ld  sayTZS marcs  a  day  and  they 'd  s ign  i t .  h le  d idn ' t  do  any th ing  i f

they  s igned  i t ,  we  d idn ' t  check  on  them a t  a l l .  We ius t  d idn ' t  wan t  to

be taken too much.

So we had a steady stream of these fel lows coming in /_anfr  being jnter-

rogated .  But  I  don ' t  know,  I  look  back  on  i t .  Remember  tha t  when I

was  over  the re . . .  I  was  there  in  ' 5 . l  to  ' 53 .  l , , Je ' l l  t ake  '53 .  Some o f

these fe l lows had been ou t  o f  Russ ia  /Tor /  f i ve  years .  What 'd  they  know
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about  lw t ra t 'V  go ing  on  there?  There  was a  b ig  change in  Russ ia ;  over  here ,

too ,  in  f i ve  years .  So I  have o f ten  wondered,  I  o f ten  thought  i t ;was  a

waste of  t ime. When we were gett ing c learance to return home, we had to

s ign  a  no te  tha t  we 'd  never  revea l  the  name o f  th ' i s  ou t f i t  we were  jn ,  the

program. Hel  I  ,  I  had no more than gotten to New York 6n" i l  I  bought a Tjme

magaz ' ine  or  Newsweek,  and here  was th js  g rea t  b ig  spread on  our  ou t f i t  over

there .  I t  was  the  wr inger  p rogram,  fs  what  i s  was- -wr ing ing  s tu f f  ou t  o f

these 6" i l .  That ' s  been so  long ago.  But  tha t  was  my du ty  fo r  lB  months

over there,  and I  enjoyed ' i t .

Some o f  these fe l lows wou ld  smugg le  s tu f f  ou t ,  l j t t le  b i ts  o f  meta l

and so  fo r th ,  and t ry  and se11 i t .  Do you want  to  hear  a  l i t t le  s to ry?

Yes ,  s i r .  Abso l  u te1y .

Why,  we  had  a  p is to l .  One  day  the  po l i ce  o f  F rank fu r t  ca l led  us  and  sa id ,

" [ , . le got a man in ja i l  down here.  He's got some marcs on him and says that

you gave them to  h im.  Is  tha t  r igh t?"  So the  o ld  man and I  went  down

f iner/ .  I  say the old man, I  was a major and he was a major.  He outranked

me,  though.  And he  was a  West  Po in t  g raduate ,  too .  We went  down to  the

po ] i ce  s ta t  j on  in  F rank fu r t .  We sa ' id ,  "Yes ,  he 's  been  up  there  th ree  o r

four  days . "  /The po l  i ceman sa id7 ,  "He says  tha t  you  pa id  h im fo r ty -some

marcs . "  In le  had  our  records .  "No ,  we  pa jd  h im 350  marcs . "  I  cou ldn ' t  under -

s tand  why  the  d i f fe rence .  "0h ,  no , "  he  sa id .  "For ty  marcs  i s  a l1  you  pa id . "

What  had happened,  he  had gone down to  Frank fur t  when we re leased h im.  In

the  park  he  met  a  fe l low,  and they  dec ided to  ge t  some booze and ge t  d runk- -

go t  some schnapps .  And  when he  went  to  S leep  th is  fe l l ow s to le  a l l  o f  h i s

money.  And the  po l i ce  found h im drunk  and h is  noney  qone.  And he  was te l l ing

how much money he had. Our records showed he had siqned for 350 marcs.
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(Those  a re  re la t i ve  f i gu res .  I  don ' t  know exac t l y . )  So  we iden t i f i ed  h im,

he  had  been  the  v ic t im,  6n i l  the  po l i ce  le t  h im go .

l , l le had a l jeutenant who was Oerman, but lh 'e wa{ an Amerfcan ci t izen,

you unders tand.  He 's  the  one who kept  the  secre t  fund /wh ich ]  was  ac tua l l y

accounted  fo r  in  a  lump sum.  So we go t  back  and West ,  my C.0 . ,  sa id  to  me,

"What  do  you  th ink?"  I  sa id r  " I  th ink  someone 's  s tea l ing . "  So  we went  up

and th is  fe l low was ge t t ing  ready  to  r ro ta te  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  He had

app l ied  to  go  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Syracuse to  take  a  Russ jan  language

course. Now, at  that  t ime, the Army had thjs l ' ' lonterey Language School  that

taught  about  twenty -seven d i f fe ren t  languages jn  Monteney ,  Ca ' l j fo rn ia .  But

the  A i r  Force  had on ly  a  sma11 quota  i t  cou ld  send ou t  there .  So,  we made

con t rac ts  w i th  va r ious  un ive rs i t j es .  F i rs t ,  En i l  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Ind iana

taugh t  Turk jsh .  I t  was  a  year  course  and ' i t ' s  tough- - f i ve  o r  s ' i x  hours  in

c lass  a  day  and we s tud ies  no t  on ly  the  language 6r i l  I i te ra tu re  and so

fo r th .  And  Syracuse  o f fe red  Russ ian .  So ,  he  had  pu t ' i n  fo r  Russ ian ,  and

he was ge t t ing  ready  to  come back .  So,  we ta lked  j t  over  and I  sa ido  "We1l ,

Ie t ' s  l e t  h im go .  t ^ le  can  a lways  b r ing  h im back  i f  l he 'V  g r i l t y .  Bu t  i f

we s ta r t  now,  he  may ge t  susp ic ' ious . "  So he  ro ta ted .  We had a  young I ieu-

tenant  w i th  us  who was w ' i th  Payro11.  Whenever  there  was a  la rge  sum,  / fo r

example /  i f  the  fe l low got  ten  marcs  we d idn ' t  say  any th ing .  But  i f  he

got  a  la rge  sum we 'd  pu t  h is  name and address  down.  Then the  o ld  man and

I  go t  a  s ta f f  car  and a  dr iver ,  /and7 we s ta r ted  to  ca l l  on  these fe l lows.

"How much d id  we pay  you?"  /we wou ld  ask  theml /  What  was happen ing  /was

thatT this l ieutenant who had charge of  the money lwould change the amount

on the records] .  Ef l  a fe l low EoU paid 40 lmarcs, / ,  he made i t  400 !* t .J.

He had bought  a  new Chevy  over  there  jus t  be fore  he  came back .  And in  those
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days- - I ' ' 11  d ig ress- -you cou ld  o rder  a  car  f rom the  Un i ted  Sta tes  fo r  de l i very

in  New York .  You couJd p ick  i t  up  there ,  bu t  you  a  go t  a  German pr ice  on  i t ,

wh ich  was much cheaper  than over  here .  So he  saved severa l  hundred do l la rs

buy ing ' i t  over  there .  He Eu i l  pa id  cash fo r  j t  to  /6e  ab le  to7  p jck  j t

up  there .  So tha t ' s  what  happened.  So t ime was coming fo r  me to  ro ta te ,

and  the  o ld  man sa id ,  "Do  you  want  to  s tay  any longerover  here?"  I  sa id ,

"No .  I ' ve  go t  to  ge t  back .  I  go t  a  iob  to  go  to . "  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I  be t -

te r  take  you o f f  because they  may ca l l  you  as  a  w i tness ,  and you '1 . |  have to

s tay  here . "  So to  th is  day  I  have no t  been ab le  to  f jnd  ou t  what  ever  hap-

pened to  tha t  l ieu tenant .  He was ca l led  back  and cour t -mar t ja led .  But  I

have wr i t ten  and they  don ' t  know.  That ' s  how secre t  l i t  
"u f l .  

We d idn ' t

wan t  to  ge t  ' i t  ou t  because . . . you  cou ldn ' t  have  i t  open .

But  I  found the  bes t  jn te l l igence over  there  was the  Br i t i sh .  One day

a Br i t i sh  o f f i cer  came to  our  headquar te rs  and he  had a  lo t  o f  no tes  tha t

were  ours .  Now what  had happened,  I  in temogate  you and I  make no tes .  Then

I  wr j te ' i t  up  and we have a  typ is t  to  type  i t .  Those no tes  were  to  be  burn-

ed .  But  th is  guy . took  the  no tes  home and sent  them th rough the  channe ls  to

go  to  Russ ia .  l , . Ie l1 ,  the  Br i s th  o f f i ce r  had  worked  h is  way ' in to  th i s  cha in '

I ' l l  ca l l  i t ,  and  he  was  ge t t ing  these  no tes  wh jch  he  shou ld  have  passed  on .

He knew wh ich  ou t f j t  they  were  f rom,  they  were  f rom ours .  So th is  fe l low

was a German. We hired Germans who had been given clearance. bJe thought

they  were  good Germans who wou ld  ha te  the  Russ ians .  In  th is  case, though,

th is  fe l low th rea tened to  go  in to  open cour t .  Wel1 ,  F i l  i t  went  in to  open

court  we would reveal  the whole program we were on. And so we iust  f i red

h im,  tha t  was  a l l .  So  you  had  a l l  k ' i nds  o f  exper iences .

I  was  in  the  In te l l i gence  Serv ice  over  here ,  too .  I  was  th ink ing  abou t
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j t  the  o ther  n igh t ,  ta l k jng  abou t  how over -c lass i f i ed  th ings  a re .  My  God l

I  was  s ta t ioned ' in  Ch icago where  they  had Army in te l l igence,  A i r  Force  jn -

te l l i gence ,  even  0 .N .1 .  was  up  there .  There  l vas  one  room fo r  coded  messages ,

where you fed i t  in and i t  /was decoded7. lO-ne daf i  ny outf i t  got  a coded

message ,  and  I  bea t  i t  over  the re .  What  i t  was ,  E l l i o t  Rooseve l t ,  one  o f

the  Rooseve l t  sons ,  was  f l y ing  in to  Ch ' i cago a t  a  cer ta jn  t ' ime w i th  h is  dog

aboard .  That  was top  secre t ,  j t  was  coded.  I  cou ldn ' t  even make i t  ou t .

I  go t  over  there ,  I  was  c leared  fo r  top  secre t .  [ t f  go t  i t  decoded and

here  i t  was ,  I  found ou t  tha t  h is  son was coming in  wf th  a  dog l  What  the

he l l  1  That  shou ld  have been res t r i c ted  or  someth ing .  l rJho  cares? Who gave

a damn what  he  was coming in  w i th l  E t  ng /  b rought  a  cow in ,  I  wou ldn ' t

ca re l  Bu t  tha t ' s  wha t  you  wou ld  f i nd .  I t  used  to  be  th is - - "overc lass ' i f j -

ca t ion  i s  a lways  be t te r . "  They  can ' t  g i ve  you  much  he l l  fo r  over -c lass i f y ing

but  they  can fo r  under -c lass ' i f y ing .  So tha t ' s  the  reason fo r  a l l  th is  damn

c lass i f i ca t ion .

S:  Get t ' ing  back  to  the  Un jvers i ty ,  you  taught  c lasses .  One had to  do  w i th

Russ ia .

P :  I  d idn ' t  teach any  Russ ian  un t " i l  I  came back  f rom the  serv ice .  There  was

no Russ ian  here  when I  came.  I  taught  La t jn  Amer ican h is to ry  when I  was

here .  They  pu t  in  a  th ree-semester  course  o f  La t jn  Amer ican h js to ry .  They

had one semester  w i th  the  Co lon ia l  Per iod ,  one semester  w i th  the  ABC powers ,

and one semester  w i th  Mex ico .  We gave the  Co lon ia l  Per jod  every  year ,  and

we a l te rna ted  w i th  the  ABC and w i th  Mex ico .  One year  we 'd  g ive  Mex ico ,  one

year  the  o ther .  That  was  g iven when I  f i r s t  came here .  Then,  wh ' i le  I  was

gone ,  Wigg ins  pu t ' i n  a  course  jn  Russ ian  h ' i s to ry ,  and  I  be l ieve  S t r i ck land

taught  tha t .  So ,  then when I  came back  l ^Ja l le r  sa id ,  "You ' re  go ing  to  teach
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Russ ian . "  I  came back  in  the  fa l l  o f ' 46  and  I  s ta r ted .  I  taugh t  Russ ian

history f rom then on. Gradual ly,  I  was weaned away from the Lat in American

h is to ry  and T immons took  over ,  and then McNee ly  took  over .  McNee ly  more  or

less  took  my p1ace.  I  was  to  come back  fo r  the  spr ing  semester  o f  
. l946 ,

/ lu i l  they  wou ldn ' t  le t  me out .  What  had happened,  they  pu t  ou t  a  p rogram

to  s tudy  fac i l j t i es .  I t  was  be l ieved  tha t  i t  wou ld  take  a  fac i l i t y  e igh teen

months  to  conver t  fnom fu l l  peacet ime produc t ion  to  fu l l  war t ' ime produc t ' ion .

Tha t ' s  a  bunch  o f  ba loney .  Today  w i th  th i s  nuc lear  war  you ' re  no t  go ing  to

las t  e igh teen months ,  so  why bo ther?  But  anyway,  they  pu t  Harvard  Un iver -

s i t y  in  charge  o f  j t .  A  lo t  o f  these  fe l lows  d ' idn ' t  wan t  ou t ,  /because /

they  d idn ' t  have  any  jobs  to  go  to .  A  lo t  o f  them jus t  wen t  to  O.C.S .  ' cause

they  knew the  a lphabet  up  to  "K"  and go t  a  commiss jon .  He l1 ,  they  never  went

to  co l lege.  They  were  h igh  schoo l  k jds  and so  fo r th .  t l l e l l ,  I  know enough.

I f  you 've  never  wr i t ten ,  yOu can ' t  wr j te ;  you  can ' t  p lay  the  p iano  i f  you

haven ' t  p rac t fced .  I  had been promised to  ge t  ou t  and I  had to ld  l , . Ia l le r ,  who

was head o f  the  depar tment ,  tha t  I  wou ld  ge t  ou t  in  t jme.  So I  tu rned in  the

las t  p ro jec t  I  worked  on ,  and  the  o ld  boy  sa id ,  " I ' ve  go t  a  I j t t l e  d jsappo in t -

ment  fo r  you ,  because a l l  th is  s tu f f  tha t ' s  been wr i t ten  has  been tu rned down

up a t  Harvard . "  (Laugh te r )  l de l l ,  I  cou ld  have  guessed  tha t .  They  cou ldn ' t

wr i te .  He sa id ,  " I  am go ing  to  ask  you to  rewr i te  i t . "  I  went  over  to  my

desk ,  go t  in  the  phone,  and ca l led  Co lone l  t ' J ' i l l i ams over  in  the  Pentagon.  I

to ld  h im what  was happen ing .  He was head o f  my pro iec t  fo r  the  en t j re  A i r

Force .  He was a  h is to ry  man,  taught  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  A labama.  He was

a pret ty good American h' istory man.

I  m igh t  d ig ress  aga in .  He had a  rad io  p rogram,  news ' in te rpre ta t ion ,

down a t  the  Un ' i vers j ty  o f  A labama.  A  genera l  s ta t ' ioned there  had heard  h im
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LunU thought he was pret ty good. Whenthey set up a program in the Air  Force,

he  recommended Wi l l iams.  l ^ l ' i l l l ams came in  as  a  l fgh t  co lone l  and go t  one

promot i  on .

So anyway,  I  ca l led  h im and to ld  h im what  was happen ing ,  and he  sa id ,

" I ' l l  ca l l  you  tomor row. "  He  ca l led  me the  nex t  day  and  he  sa id ,  "How wou ld

you l i ke  to  go  to  Or lando,  F lo r ida? F i l  was  an  a i r  p rov ing  ground headquar -

te rs .  I  sa id ,  "F ine . "  "When do you want  to  go ,  be fore  or  a f te r  Chr is tmas?"

I  sa id ,  "A f te r  Chr is tmas. "  A11 my f r iends  were  up  here .  So I  went  a f te r

Chr is tmas.  The o ld  man came over  and he  sa ' id ,  "Do you know you go t  a  t rans-

fe r? "  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  He  sa id ,  "How d id  you  ge t  i t? "  And  I  sa id ,  " I  asked

fo r  i t . "  0h ,  he  was  mad l

Anyway,  then,  when I  cou ldn ' t  come back  and ve terans  were  coming back ,

McNee ly  had go t  a  master ' s  degree and they  asked the  pub l ic  schoo l  sys tem

who they  cou ld  recommend / fo r  the  pos i t ion / .  McNee ly  came over  tha t  spr ing ,

and I  came back the next September.  McNeely stayed on because we needed him.

But ,  as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  be fore  I  went  in to  the  serv ' i ce  Wigg ins  had pu t  in

a  course  on  tThg Far  Eas t .  Fq  ca l led  me in  one day  and wanted  to  know ' i f

I  cou ld  teach  i t .  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  I  had  had  work ' i n  the  Far  Eas t .  So  then

when I  came back ,  Wal le r  gave me Russ ' ian  h ' i s to ry .  So tha t ' s  how I  taught

Russ jan  and Far  Eas t ,  too .  Gradua l ly ,  they  took  me away f rom Lat in  Amer ican.

I  don ' t  know i f  th i s  i s  d j rec t l y  re la ted  to  the  Un ive rs i t y ,  bu t  wha t  abou t

your  research  on  San E l ' i za r io?

I t '  s  a l  I  been pub l  j  shed i  n  Password  as  ar t j  c l  es  .  I

bu t  I  go t  a  I  i  t t l  e  t i  red .  I t '  s  a l  ways  the  "mi  ss ion"

never  a  miss ion  ' in  San E l  i zar io .  There  were  two San

was asked to do the book,

down there.  There was

E l i za r ios .  I  don ' t  know

Paso7. fshows book towhether  you saw th ' i s  o r  no t ,  fo r  / the  Anr 'versar jo  de l
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PAUSE

SalazarJ  Conrey  Bryson wro te  i t .  He 's  taken up  some o f  the  h is to ry  peop le

here- -Sonn jchsen,  myse l f ,  and /o thers  who/  have wr i t ten  on  th js  a rea .  He

uncovered a  l i t t le -known s to ry .  He 's  d iscovered tha t  San E l jzar io  i s  no t  now

on j ts  o r ig ina l  s j te ,  bu t  i t  was  founded some 20,  25  mj les  fa r ther  to  the

southeas t  on  the  Rfo  Grande near  the  present  Mex ican v i l lage  o f  E l  Porven i r .

The fo r t  was  moved.  I  went  in to  these records .  They  had mic ro f j lms o f  Lhe

records over in Judrez and /now/ we have them here.  I  found an order dated

the  l4 th  o f  February ,  
. |780 ,  

o rder ing  tha t  the  Pres jd ' io  o f  San E l ' i za r io  be

moved f rom i ts  p resent  s j te  up  to  the  ranch o f  the  T jburc ' ios ,  and i t  was  moved

f rom up there .  A lso ,  B ishop Tabar r6n  came th rough jn  . |760,6n i l  
there  was

no  San  E l ' i za r io .  The  on ' l y  San  E l i za r io  was  a  fo r t  i n  
. l 760 .  

He  po in ted  ou t

how many peop le  composed the  par ish  o f  Socor ro  p lus  the  number  o f  peop le  who

l ived  a t  the  ranch o f  the  T iburc ios ,  and pu t  those two together .  There 's  no

ment ion  o f  th i s  a t  a l l .  And  the  La  F lo res  nap  o f  1772  d jd  no t  show San E l j -

zar io  where  i t  j s  today .  I t  showed Socor ro  and Ys le ta  and so  fo r th ,  and San

El izar io  way down the  r i ver .  Wel l ,  when they  moved th is  over  there  jn  1780,

they  bu i l t  a  chape l  there .  They  are  admi t t ing  now tha t  i t  was  a  chape l  there .

I t  was  no t  a  miss ion ,  i t  was  a  chapef  ins ide  the  fo r t  fo r  the  t roops  who had

da i ly  worsh ' ip .  The Span ish  ar rny  went  to  mass  da i1y .  They  are  ca l l  jng  i t  now

the  Pres id ' i o  l4 i ss jon .  Bu t  even  jn  your  pub l i ca t ions ' in  Texas ,  the  Texas

Yearbook, they date that  for t  f rom 1772.

You  were  say ing  i t  was  moved .

Yeah ,  i t  was  moved  up  the  r j ve r  he re .  The  o rde r  was  s igned  by  the  L t .  Governo r
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D .

of  New Mex ico .  Now,  le t  me exp la in  tha t .  The  L t .  Governor  in  the  Span ish

co lony  o r  the  Span ish  po l i t i ca l  subd iv i s ion  i s  no t  the  same as  ours .  The

governor of  New Mexico was in Santa Fe. There was a Lt .  Governor here in

Judrez ,  and he  was admin js t ra to r  o f  th is  a rea ,  jus t  as  i f  he  was the  governor .

I  have the order here in Spanish. I t  says to move /Tne tor i l  and the order

is  da ted  the  l4 th  o f  February ,  
.1780.  So they  moved i t  up  the  r j ver ,  then

they  bu i l t  the  chapef  ins ide .  When P jke  was here  jn  1867,  he  a t tended ser -

v i ces  jns ide  jn  tha t  l i t t l e  chape l .  The  peop ' le  d jd  no t  a t tend  serv ices  / the reT

any more  than the  peop ' le  a t tend serv ices  ou t  a t  F t .  B l i ss  in  the  chape l .  So ,

anyway,  they  speak  o f  i t  as  a  Pres id io  l4 iss ion .  There  was never  a  miss ' ion  a t

a l l .

Did you uncover any other important facts?

Wel l ,  someth ing  e lse  o ldP jkement jons  in  h ' i s  i ou rna l .  He  ment ions  San  E l j za -

r io ,  then  spec i f j ca l l y  s ta tes ,  "Th is ' i s  no t  the  San  E l i za r io  where  I  a t tended

chape l .  Th is  i s  the  San  E l i za r jo  down the  r i ve r . "  So  i t  kep t  i t s  o ld  name.

I  po ' in ted  ou t ' in  what  I  wro te  tha t  when they  moved th is  fo r t  f rom the  o ld  San

El izar io  up  here  to  the  ranch o f  the  T jburc ' ios ,  j t  car r ied  i t s  name w ' i th  i t .

F t .  B l i ss  j s  the  same th ing .  F t .  B l i ss  was  a t  Magof f insv i l l e ,  and  then  a ld len /

they  nnved  j t  ou t  he re  to  Har t ' s  M i l l ,  j t  was  F t .  B l ' i ss .  0h ,  7 -wnef  i t  was

up a t  Concord ia ,  j t  was  F t .  B l i ss  there .  They  moved i t  ou t  /To7 Lenor ja  (? )  and

i t  was  F t .  B l i ss .  S tand ing  where  i t  i s  now a f te r  they  t raded w i th  the  co l lege

i t  was  F t .  B l i ss .  / -T i l  a lways  car r ied  /That  name/ .

This other I  not iced f t rere/ ,  Vou have Lord" Delaval  and Lady las the t ' i -

t1e  o f  my  boo( .  The  exac t  t i t l e ' i s  Lo rd  Beres fo rd  and-Lady  F lo .  Now,  tha t ' s

no t  co r rec t ,  and  le t  me exp la in .  You  address  a  lo rd  by  h is  f i r s t  name,  d l -

ways .  Th is  man 's  name is  De lava ' l  ,  so  you have i t  r igh t  here- -Lord  De lava l  .
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Tha t ' s  wha t  he  wou ld  be  ca l l ed .  I  wou ld  neve r  add ress  h im  as  Lo rd  Beres fo rd .

Bu t  a lways ,  he re  i n  E l  Paso ,  he  was  add ressed  as  Lo rd  Beres fo rd - -a lways .

In  the  newspaper ,  I  have  neve r  ye t  seen  h i s  name De lava l  i n  a  newspaper  j n

E l  Paso .  I ' ve  run  i n to  /The  name/  Lo rd  Beres fo rd .  The re  was  a  m in ing  i ou r^ -

na l - - t hey  have  a  p re t t y  good  co l l ec t i on  o f  i t  i n  t he  Sou thwes t  Room- -and  the re

i t ' s  Lo rd  Beres fo rd .  So ,  I  de l i be ra te l y  ca l l ed  the  book  Lo rd  Beres fo rd .

0h ,  I  asked  o ld  t imers  who  remembered  h ' im  when  he  s t i l l  l i ved .  He  l j ved  un -

t i l  
. | 906  

when  he  was  k i l l ed  i n  t ha t  t ra in  wreck  up  i n  Dako ta .  "D id  you  eve r

hea r  o f  a  Lo rd  De lava l? "  "No ,  I  neve r  d i d .  0h ,  yeah .  He ' s  t he  one  t ha t

l i ved  w ' i t h  t ha t  Negro . "  You  see  wha t  I  mean?  So  I  de l j be ra te l y  ca l l ed  j t

Be res fo rd ' i n  v i o l a t ' i on  o f  t he  ru l es  o f  nob i l i t y ,  I  suppose ,  so  t he  peop ' l e

town wou ld  know who I  was  ta lk ing  about .  The cor rec t  t i t le  o f  i t ,  then ,  i s

Lord Beresford and Lady Flo.

The Fa lac ies  o f  Kar l  Marx ,  i t was  I  th ink  about  the  second book  tha t  was

Lord

tn

pub l ' i shed on  the  Texas  Western  Press .

Mi l l s '  For ty  Years  came out .  Tom Lea

land ed i ted  hV.  We came out  about

graph ing  par ty  be fore  he  had h is .

I t  came out  ius t  about  the  t ime tha t

made the drawings for /Tt /  and Str ick-

the  same t ime,  a l though I  had an  au to-

D' id  you  have  any  mean ing  beh ind  wr i t i ng

any  under l y ing  mean ing?

D id  I  have  any th ing  beh ind  j t ?

R igh t .  Any  s to ry?

the Fal lac ' ies of  Kar l  l4arx? l , ' las there

For  Marx?  We11 ,  na tu ra l l y ,  I  t h j nk  you ' r e  a lways  l ook ing  f o r  some th ing  t o

wr i t e  abou t .  When  I  f i r s t  can re  he re ,  i  hadn ' t  been  he re  ve ry  l ong '  and  Le -

land  Sonn ichsen  sa id ,  "Gene ,  Vou  go t  a  wea l th  o f  ma te r i a l  he re  j n  t he  Sou th -

wes t . "  I  sa i d ,  " Le land ,  I 'm  no t  a  Sou thwes t  h i s t o r i an .  Tha t ' s  S t r i c k l and ' s
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f  i e ld . "  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  I 'm  jus t  te l ' l i ng  you  you ' re  m iss ing  a  10 t . "  I  rea l i ze

now how much  I  was  miss ing .  We11,  I  taugh t  Russ ian  h is lo ry ,  I  ta l ked  abou t

Marx 's  theor ies  and so  fo r th .  I  thought ,  "Wel l ,  there 's  no  book  on  Nur f  deve l -

oped  the  way  I ' d  l i ke  to  see  i t  deve loped . "  Tha t ' s  where  i  go t  the  idea .  Too ,

I  can  wr i te  on  Marx  w j thout  hav ing  to  go  to  Wash jng ton  to  do  research .

I  po in ted  i t  ou t  j n  t he  p re face  o f  Mar rx  tha t  t he re  a re  ac tua l l y  t h ree

par ts  to  h ' i s  doc t r ine .  I t ' s  a  ph i losophy  o f  h j s to ry ,  i t ' s  econom' i cs ,  and  ' i t ' s

a  sys tem o f  1og ic .  What  makes l ' l a rx  d i f f i cu l t  i s ,  he  pu t  these together  in

h is  Das  Cap i ta l ,  wh ich  i s  ve ry  d ' i f f i cu l t  to  read  in  t rans la t jon ,  sen tences  tha t

1ong.  He doesn ' t  d is t ingu jsh  be tween the  two.  So what  I  d id ,  I  wro te  a  p re face

and gave the background--why Marx came' in when he did.  l , t le had these movements

of social jsm al l  over Europe and over here.  The Reform l* lovement came about

the  t ime o f  Andrew Jackson.  I t ' s  par t  o f  th is  rnovement  tha t  p roduced Kar l

l t la rx .  So I  po in ted  tha t  ou t  and then went  in to  h is  ph i losophy o f  h ' i s to ry .  I

ment ioned severa l  ph i losoph ies  o f  h is to ry ,  o r  theor jes  o f  h is to ry ,  in te rpre ta-

t ions  o f  h is to ry .  A f te r  I  thought  you knew what  I  was  ta lk ing  about ,  I  went

in to  Marx is t  theory .  I  d iscussed Toynbee 's  theory  o f  h is to ry  and so  fo t " th .

Then I  took  up  econom: ics ,where  we took  up  the  theory  o f  va lues- - tha t ' s  the

core  o f  h i s  who le  economics  sys tem.  And  I  took  up  h is ' l og ic .  D ia lec t i cs  mere-

1y  means  log ic - - tha t ' s  a l l  i t  i s .  So  I  d i scussed  deduc t ' i ve  reason ing ,  induc t i ve

reason ing ,  and  a l l  tha t  t i 1 ' l  you  unders tood  i t .  Then  I  came in  w i th  h is  d ia lec -

t i c  mater ia l i sm.  I t  was  someth ing  new-- I  th ' ink  i t ' s  a  damned good book .  I  know

that  Moscow Un jvers j ty  bought  a  copy  o f  i t  f rom us .  I  don ' t  know how many hard-

covers  they  pu t  ou t ,  bu t  the  press  has  one hardcover .  And i 'm go jng  to  lgo /

down and give them a hardcover for  another copy of  Lady Flo.  I t  sold pret ty

we l l .
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S:

P :

Are  those  the  on ly  two  books  you 've  pub l i shed?

Those are  the  on ly  two.  I ' ve  go t  th is  Southwest  S tudy  coming ou t  in  Septem-

ber ,  the  nex t  i ssue .  I t ' s  no t  m ine .  I  wro te  the  in t roduc t ion  and  a lso  the

foo tno tes  and  ed i ted ' i t .  I t ' s  l e t te rs  o f  E rns t  Ko lberg .  I t ' s  gonna  be  a

good book .  H is  g randdaughter ,  who owns these le t te rs ,  came to  see me and

wanted me to publish them jn !g-:_:Uqq. I read them and they were too good

to  go  in to  Password .  I  don ' t  mean i t  tha t  way .  Password  is  damn good.  But

I 'd  / f i ' ' ave7 had to  pub l i sh  them in  four  ser ies ,  and i t  shou ld  have been jn  a

book  fo rm.  So I  took  lThef l  to  the  Press ,  Dr .  Antone,  and I  sa id ,  "Read

th" i s .  Then  g ive  i t  to  the  ed j to r ja l  commi t tee  i f  you  want  to  pub l i sh  i t . "

We l1 ,  f i r s t  th ing ,  Leon  Metz  ca l led  me.  He  had  been  asked  to  read  i t  and  he

sa id ,  "My 1ord .  I  recommend th js . "  They  accepted  th is  in  two weeks  and I

know of one manuscr ipt  they had for two years before they djd anything about

i t .  So  i t ' l l  be  the  nex t  one .

Erns t  Ko lburg 's  w i fe - - they ' re  bo th  dead /no@--was honored las t  November .

She was e lec ted  to  the  Ha l l  o f  Honor  o f  the  h is to ry  soc ie ty .  So,  they  were

wor thwh i le  peop le .  He  was  k j l l ed ,  he  was  sho t  in  
. |9 . l0 .  

Bu t  he  came here

in  
.1875  

a t  the  age  o f  e igh teen  as  an  inden tu red  servan t ,  o r  appren t i ce , ' i f

you  w ish .  He became very  success fu l .  He wro te  le t te rs  back  to  Germany in

1875,  '76 ,  and two or  th ree  jn  '77 .  He te l ts  1Tha17 the  man he came here

w i th  was  So lomon Schu tz ,  who  was  a  po l i t i c ian .  I  be l ieve  he  was  mayor  a t

one t jme,  too .  And he  was a lso  a  German Jew and he  had two s to res- -one in

Judrez and one here.  So he brought th is boy over under contract .  The boy

was to pay his own way over here and he was to get his room, board,  and laundry

f ree .  He was no t  to  be  pa id  fo r  as  much as  twe lve  months ,  bu t  he  f ina ' l1y  be-

gan to  g ive  h im $250 a  year  sa la ry  a t  the  end o f  e igh t  months .  So,  these
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l e t te rs  a re  exce l len t .  They  were  t rans la ted  by  h is  son,  t r la l te r .  l ' Ja l te r  i s

the  fa ther  o f  Mrs .  Leonard  Goodman,  J r . ,  who owns them now.  He had th ree

sons ,  one daughter .  The daughter  j s  the  mother  o f  Dr .  Branch Cra ig .  So i t ' s

an  exce l len t  th ing .  Bu t  descr ib ing  s i x  years  be fo re  the  ra i l roads  came '

there  weren ' t  a  thousand  peop le  here .  He  te l l s  a l l  abou t  th i s .  I t ' s  ve ry ,

very  good.  He 's  go ing  to  pu t  some hardcovers  ou t - -Southwest  S tudy ,  bu t  i t

w i l l  be  a  hardcover .  So I  wro te  the  in t roduc t ion  fo r  tha t ,  and then I  a lso

made foo tno tes .  For  ins tance,  he  happened to  ment ' ion  Max imi l l ian  be ing

shot  in  1862.  Wel l ,  he  was shot  in  
.1867,  

and I  made an  exp lanatory  foo t -

mark  r igh t  there .

About  the  facu l ty  members ,  I 'm sure  you 've  met  a  lo t  o f  p ro fessors  there .

I  don ' t  know any  over  there  now.

What  about  Dr .  T immons?

The less  we say  about  h im the  be t te r .  Sonn ichsen is  one o f  the  grea ts ,  one

of  the  rea l l y  g rea ts .  He and I  have been f r iends  ever  s ' ince  we came here .

I  don ' t  owe h im any th ing  in  wr i t ing ;  I  mean I  never  went  to  h im fo r  he lp ,

a l though he  wou ld  have g iven i t  to  me j f  I  l f i ac  /  asked.  But  I  d r 'dn ' t  con-

s ider  th i s  my  f ie ld  and  i t  wasn ' t  un t i l  I  began  to  ed j t  Password . . .  Here 's

how many Passwords  we 've  ed i ted ,  a l l  o f  these.  These are  annua ls .

Bud Newman has  a  comple te  co l lec t ion  a lso .

I  wonder  where  he  go t  a '11  h is  Passwords .  He never  to ld  me he had them.

Joe  Ray  i s  a  son  o f  a  b i t ch .  Now tha t ' s  a l l

I ' ve  neve r  i n  my  l i f e  seen  a  man . . .  The  man  i s

the  mos t  ab le  men  we  have  had  as  P res iden t .  Bu t

some  quee r  qu i r k .  I  suppose  i t ' s  due  t o  t he  f ac t

h im- - I  unders tand  tha t  bo th  he  and  h i s  w i fe  spen t

r i gh t  t o  pu t  on  the re .

ve ry  ab le ,  I  t h i nk  one  o f

he  was  imposs ib l e .  He  had

tha t  he - - t h i s  i s  no t  aga ins t

the i r  you th  i n  an  o rphanage .
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He cou ld  have deve loped h is  qu i rk  then.  But  he  d ' idn ' t  want  anyone to  ho ld

any  pos j t i on  un less  he  appo in ted  h im to  tha t  pos i t i on .  Now,  I  th ink  th i s

is  la  t rue  s to ry / .  I  was  to ld  tha t  T ' immons was over  in  h is  o f f i ce .  He used

to  park  over  there  jus t  to  make conversa t ' ion ,  I rm sure  tha t ' s  what  i t  was .

Because tha t  man,  when he  thought  he  wasn ' t  go ing  to  be  cha i rman o f  our

depar tment ,  had a  nervous .  b reakdown.  H js  w i fe  feared  fo r  h im.  So he  hap-

pened to  make the  remark ,  "You know,  there 's  more  work  to  th is  be ing  cha i r -

man than  you  th ink .  They ' re  so  many  de ta i l s . "  He  wasn ' t  comp la in ing ,  he  was

jus t  ta l  k ing .  And Ray sa id ,  " l .4aybe j t ' s  too  much fo r  you .  Yes ,  we w i l l  ro -

ta te  tha t ,  re l jeve  you peop1e. "  He grabbed the  phone and ca l led  the  secre-

ta ry  and he  sa id ,  "F ind  Dr .  Shover .  Have h im come over immedia te ly . "  Fq

took  Dr .  Shover  over  and sa id ,  "Beg inn ing  nex t  September  you ' l l  be  the  new

cha i rman o f  the  depar tment . "  And here 's  a  guy  tha t  l j ved  fo r  i t ,  damn near

had a nervous breakdown or did have a nervous breakdown when he thought

he  wasn ' t  go ing  to  ge t  i t .  Then i t  was  announced tha t  /T immonV wanted to

do research. How much research has he done? Carl  /Hnrhog/ put out a second

ed ' i t j on  o f  h i s  book  w i th  ve ry  few changes .  He  hasn ' t  pub f i shed  even  an  a r -

t ic le.  /The boof i  was /Tjmmons'7 doctoral  d issertat jon which had been com-

p le ted  be fore  he  came here .  So he  hasn ' t  done much wr i t ing .

So then Shover ,  who was on ly  an  assoc ia te  p ro fessor ,  becomes our  boss .

71 tp  was rea l l y  a  c le rk  fo r  th ree  years .  And then Ba i ley ,  Ba i ley  served th ree

years .  Ba i ley  i s  a  gen t leman,  a  n ice  fe l l ow.  Wayne  Fu l le r i s  now cha i rman

and I  unders tand . . . I 'm  sure  he 's  a  good  cha i rman.  Wayne  j s  a l1  r jgh t .  Wayne ' , s

a  good  scho la r .  So  tha t ' s  how th is  who le  th ing  s ta r ted .

I  th ink  the  bes t  Pres ' iden t  we 've  ever  had over  there  was l , l i gg ins ,  to  be

honest  w i th  you.  You came out  o f  Wigg ins '  o f f i ce ,  you  knew exac t ly  how you
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s tood.  But  ld iqg ins  was Dean o f  Women or  someth ing  over  a t  Hard in -S i rnmons,

and  the  Depress ion  was  on .  He  came here  in  abou t  1936 ,  I  th ink  i t  was .  He

came out  here ,  he  heard  there  was a  vacancy  in  the  pr inc ipa lsh ip  o f  one o f

the  h ' igh  schoo ls - - I  th ink  i t  was  E l  Paso H igh .  Someone to ld  h jm to  go  see

Bob Ho l l i day ,  who  was  a ' lawyer .  (Ho t l j day  Ha l l  /Ts  named a f te r  h id . )  He

went  to  see h im and Ho l l  iday  sa id ,  " [ , le  need a  Pres ident  here . "  So tha t ' s

how t rJ igg ins  go t  to  be  pres ident .  He ran  j t  as  i f  he  were  the  pr inc ipa l  o f

a  h igh  schoo l .  And there  were  no  jobs  jn  those days .  I t1y  God,  Ph.D. 's  were

ou t  on  re l ie f ,  Jou  know.  They  d idn ' t  ge t  a  job ;  theycame back ,  go t  a  mas te r ' s .

They  cou ldnr t  ge t  a  job ,  they  s tayed jn  fo r  a  doc tora te ,  and they  s t i11

cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  job l  Nobody  was  leav ing ,  j t  was  d i f f i cu l t  to  ge t  jobs .  There

was  no  tenure  here  jn  Texas ,  e i the r .  Bu t  I  l i ked  Wigg ins .

A  s t range  th ing- - I  j us t  never  go t  a long  very  we l l  w i th  Wa l le r ,  who  was

cha j rman o f  the  depar tment .  And I  d idnr t  know why.  I  never  a rgued w i th

h' im, but he never threw anyth" ing my way. Long af ter  he had ret i red,  McNeely

came in to  my o f f i ce  one day  and we were  ta lk ing .  He sa id ,  "Do you know why

Wal le r  d idn ' t  l i ke  you?"  I  sa jd ,  " I  d idn ' t  know he  d idn ' t  l i ke  me.  I  i us t

knew I  d idn ' t  ge t  anywhere  w j th  h jm. "  He  sa id ,  "No ,  he  d ' i dn ' t  l i ke  you . "

" l , lhy?"  "Wel l ,  you  were  I^J igg in 's  fa i r -ha i red  boy ,  and he  ha ted  hJ igg ins ,  ius t

ha ted  h im.  He ha ted  everybody assoc ' ia ted  /w ' i th  h im7. "  And me,  I  never  p lay-

ed  up  to  Wigg ins ,  I  d idn ' t  go  over  to  see  h im a t  a l l .  Bu t  Wigg ins  heard  good

repor ts  on  my teach ing  downtown.  And when I  came back  f rom the  serv ice  jn '46 ,

he told me, " I  hope you want to stay here.  I  have never had so many good

repor ts ,  no t  on ' l y  f rom s tudents ,  bu t  f rom the  peop le  downtown about  you. "

We l l ,  I 'm  no t  boas t ing ,  I 'm  te l l i ng  you  ac tua l . . .  l ^ la l l e r  had  no th ing  to  do

wi th  h j r ing  me or  se t t ' i ng  my pay ,  o r  any th ing  e1se.  But ,  boy ,  he  d id  a f te r
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Wigg ins  le f t .  E lk jns  came in  and  sa id ,  "Now we ' l l  make  the  heads  o f  the

depar tment  heads .  They  se t  the  sa la ry . "

I ' l l  t e11  you  a  s to ry  abou t  l l | i gg ins .  (C f ruck les )  Tom Barnes ,  he 's  s t i l l

on  campus,  was in  charge o f  the  schedu l ing  o f  c lasses .  I t  was  about  the  same

th ing  every  semester ,  once he  worked i t  ou t .  i ' l e l l ,  the  War  came on and Tom

le f t  here  and went  over  to  Duke Un ivers ' i t y  fo r  the  Navy  as  a  c iv i l ian  ernp loyee.

He was a  phys ic is t ,  and he  was do ing  someth ing  in  submar ine  de tec t ion  work .

We l l ,  we  had  a  math  teacher  here  named Nate  Schwjd .  Na te 'savery  n ice  guy ,

I  l i ke  Na te .  So ,  Wigg ins  ca l led  Na te  and  asked  h jm i f  he 'd  take  over  Tom's

job .  We l l ,  nobody  was  ge t t ing  ra jses  here  dur ing  the  war - - they  d ' i dn ' t  have

any money.  Nate 's  w ' i fe  was s ick ly  and f iu i l  been in  the  hosp i ta l  ,  and h is

two daughters - - iw ins- -were  s ick ly .  He was t ry ing  to  ge t  up  enough nerve  to

go ask  Wigg ' ins  fo r  a  ra jse .  So one day  h l igg ' ins  ca l led  h im.  And l , l ' i gg ins  wou ld

do  th is .  No t  ano ther  p res ' iden t  tha t  I  know o f  ever  d id  i t .  He 'd  ca l l  you

and say ,  "Say ,  you ' re  do ' ing  a  good iob .  Jus t  wan i  you  to  know i t . "  So  he

ca l led  Na te  and  sa ' id ,  "Doc to r ,  you ' re  do ing  a  good  iob .  I  i us t  wan t  you  to

know I  apprec ' ia te ' i t . "  So  Nate  though t ,  "Th is  i s  the  bes t  t jme  in  the  wor ld

to  ask  h im fo r  a  ra jse . "  (Nate  to ld  me th is  h jmse l f  when I  came back  f rom

the serv ice .  )  So  lN-a t f l  says ,  "Doctor ,  I ' ve  been p lann ing  to  come over  to

see  you .  You  know,  o f  course ,  tha t  the  cos t  o f  l i v ing  has  gone  up '  and  I ' ve

had some s ickness .  I 'm hav ing  a  p re t ty  tough t jme. "  l , ^J igg ins  sa id ,  "Doc tor ,

there 's  no t  a  man on th ' i s  campus tha t  I  wou ld  ra ther  g ive  a  ra ise  to  than

you .  Bu t  I  s t j l l  have  to  take  care  o f  the  o lder  peop le .  A f te r  a l l ,  they

have sen io r i t y . "  The o ldes t  man on the  campus in  sen jo r i t y  was  Speedy Ne lson

of  Geo logy .  So Nate  ran  ' in to  Speedy a  day  or  two la te r  and he  sa id ,  " ln le11,

I  guesS you ' re  ge t t ing  a  n ice  ra jSe . "  Speedy  Sa id ,  " ln lha t  do  yoU mean?"  " t ^ le l l ,
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Wigg ins  to ld  me the  ra i ,ses  are  tak ing  care  o f  those w i th  sen io r i t y . "  Speedy

sa id ,  "Tha t  son  o f  a  gun :  I  j us t  wen t  over  and  asked  h im fo r  a  ra ise ,  and

rem' inded h im o f  how lond I 'd  been here '  And he  sa id ,  'Doc tor ,  sen io r i t y

doesnr t  mean a  damn to  me l " '  (Laugh te r )  Tha t ' s  t rue ,  tha t ' s  the  way  i t  was .

Now th is  i s  typ ica l  o f  h im.  A t  a  facu l ty  meet ing  /V l igg in t  sa id ,  "  I

h i re  teachers  the  way I  buy  mules- - fo r  what  I  canget 'em fo r . "  Anobher  t ime

he sa id  he 'd  looked over  the  grades- - the  semester  had ius t  beenoven-not iced

tha t  the  curve  o f  fa ' i lu re  was cons tan t ly  r i s ing .  "That  can be  a t t r jbu ted  to

one  th ing  on ly - -poor  teach ing . "  P rac t j ca l l y  ha l f  o f  the  facu l t y  ran  over

to  change the ' i r  g rades .  (Laughter )  But  I  l i ked  h jm,  he  was qood.  He was a

s t rong man.  You came out  o f  h is  o f f i ce ,  l ' i ke  I  jus t  to ld  you,  You knew wheth-

er you had a raise or not,  or  you tnew /Thi l  answer to /anyd,herT quest ion.

/C leo fa i  Ca l le ros  was  one  o f  the  b igges t  phon ies  we  ever  had ' in  th i s

town.  Now I  mean tha t  s incere ly - -he  was a  phony.  When I  found ou t  about

San E l jzar io  they  had a lmost  a  revo lu t ion  down there .  The pr inc ipa l  T tnerQ,

who was  la te r  f i red ,  h i s  o f f i ce  was  f j l l ed  and  bhey  ca ' l l ed  the  loca l  paper .

Marsha l l  Ha i l  ca l led  me and  he  sa id ,  "Geneo I 'm  ao ing  to  have  to  g ive  you  some

unfavorab le  pub l i c i t y .  I ' ve  go t  to  g ive  them space . "  He  had  taken  my a r t i c le

and made a  b ig  b lu rb  on  the  f ron t  page o f  the  second / iec t ion  o f  the  paperT.

So someone down there  sa id ,  "someone answer  tha t  man, "  mean ing  my arguments .

And I  wasn ' t  t ry ing  to  s t i r  /up  any th ing / ,  I  wro te  what  I  found ou t .  So

lda l le roV came out  and wro te  the  damnedest  le t te r ,  tha t  I  had depended a lmost

en t i re ly  upon Twi tche l ,  and Twi tche l  has  been proved to  be  er roneous f rom be-

g inn ing  to  end.  I  had no t  depended upon Twj tche l .  I  th ink  I  had on ' l y  s ix

o r  seven  c i ta t jons  o f  Tw j tche l  i n  a  books ize ,  h i s  H js to ry  o f  New Mex ico .  A lso '

I  asked  Le land  a f te r  tha t ,  "How do  joU COhSider  Tw i tche l? "  He  sa id ,  "He 's



PORTER

S:

P :

s .

P :

21

S:

P :

very  good. "  So tha t ' s  the  type  he  was.  La ter  I  / su t  where  he  had admi t ted

there  was a  Pres id io  down there .  But  i t  was  a  Pres ' id io  f rom ]780 on '  and

tha t  church  down there  wasn ' t  bu i l t  t j l l  1845 .  And  someth ' ing  e1se . . .  They

don ' t  know the i r  h is to ry .  By  the  end o f  the  lS th  century ,  the  per iod  o f

m iss ions  was  over  in  Mex ico .  The  g rea t  Tper io r i /  o f  m iss ions  was ' in  the  lT th

century ,  and by  the  end o f  the  lS th  century  no  miss ions  were  be ing  founded

at  a l l .  And tha t ' s  when tha t  was  founded,  even i f  you  accept  the i r  da tes ,

you see.

What  about  some o f  the  s ta f f ,  l j ke  Bax ter  Po lk?

We11,  I  l i ke  Bax te r  ve ry  much .  Very  a r t i s te ,  and  I  th ink  he  had  a  lo t  o f

ab i l i t y .  I  was  sor ry  tha t  they  d idnr t  keep h ' im one more  year .  He los t  a

good  b i t  o f  h i s  re t i rement  r igh ts .  Bu t  Bax te r  was  a l1  r igh t .  (Chuck les )

You know,  Bax ter  cou ldn ' t  s tand a  phony,  and he  was no  phony h imse l f .  I ' d

be  in  h is  o f f i ce  and some woman wou ld  ca l ' l ,  he 'd  say ,  "0h ,  yes ,  Mrs .  Johnson,

th is  and  tha t ,  a  n ice  boy . "  You  wou ld  th jnk  tha t  he  was  ius t  abou t  the  bes t

th ing  tha t  ever  happened to  women.  Then he  wou ld  pu t  h is  hand over  the  re -

ce ' i ver  and say ,  "Th js  o ld  b i tch  be t te r  le t  me go pre t ty  soon. "  But  he  was

a lways  a  gen t leman,  a lways  po l i te .  As  I  say ,  he  had  a  lo t  o f  ab i l i t y .  I

th ink  he  was ted  h js  ta len t .  I  th ink  he  cou ld  have  done  some wr i t i ng .  Bu t

then who am I  to  say  a  man wasted  h is  ta len t .  I  don ' t  know.  But  as  a  man,

I  I  i ked  h ' im .

Now,  Ray?  0h ,  tha t ' s  Dr .  Ray .  I  was  th jnk jng  o f  Ray  Sma1 l ,  tha t  p inhead .

We've  go t  to  comment  on  h jm,  too ,  then.

Wel l ,  tha t ' s ' i t l

You 've  been  invo lved  in  some ac t j v i t i es ,  one  be ing  the  Rota r ian  C lub  downtown.

I  be long to  Downtown Rotary ,yeah.  l ^ le l l ,  there 's  no th ing  to  say .  My ob f  iga t ion
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' i s  to  a t tend  meet ings ,  and  I  a t tend  meet ings .  I  l j ke  i t ,  though .  i  have

fe l lowsh ip  down there ,  and we have good programs and so  fo r th .  I  l i ke  i t .

What  about  the  Counc i l  o f  Ar ts  and Humani t ies?

I  expec t  tha t  i s  a  misnomer .  I  don ' t  be long to  any  Counc i l  o f  Ar ts  and Hurna-

n i t i es .  I  do  be long  to  the  Soc ie ty  o f  A r ts  and  Le t te rs .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  wha t

tha t  shou ld  be .  I  th ink  the  o f f j c ia l  name is  Nat iona l  Soc ie ty  o f  Ar ts  /a -nd

Let te rV.  I t ' s  a  soc ie ty  made up  o f  men and women.  They  have two ca tegor ies .

One ca tegory  i s  a r t i s ts ,  wh ich  i s  a l l - j nc lus ' i ve ,  and  the  o ther  i s  pa t rons .

And i f  you  aren ' t  an  ar t ' i s t ,  you  pay  mone to  be  a  pa t ron ,  then,  o f  the  ar ts .

t ^Je  have mus ' i c  teachers ,  wr i te rs ,  and I  i te ra tu re  as  a  c lass i f i ca t ion  fo r

/a r t ' i s t t .  My w ' i fe  wr j tes  book  rev iews,  has  wr i t ten  ar t i c les  fo r  Password ,

1so] we both belong. You have dancers.  Mayor Hervey, the woman he's about

to  mar ry ,  S te l la  Lee Bowman,  I  had her  as  a  s tudent .  She 's  a  dancer .  She 's

very  good;  I  th ' ink  one o f  the  most  beaut i fu l  women in  town,  too .  He jus t

gave her  an  engagement  r ing .

END of  tape # l
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Eugene 0 .  Por te r
by  Dav id  Sa lazar

June  4 ,  " |973

Would  you p lease go  in to  depth  on  your

H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty?

invo lvement  ' in  Password  and the

P:  Why ,  to  g ive  the  dev i l  h i s  dues ,  Ca l le ros  had  the  idea  o f  a  h is to r j ca l  soc ie ty .

He gave a  ta lk  to  the  Jun io r  Chamber  o f  Commerce,  wanted  them to  sponsor  i t ;

and he gave a ta lk to the woman's department of  the Chamber of  Commerce, and

wanted them to sponsor i t .  The head of  the woman's department at  that  t jme

was  Dr .  Schus le r ' s  w i fe ,  Lou ise  Schus le r .  I  th jnk  the  head  o f  the  woman 's

depar tment  i s  know as  Cha i rman/D j rec tor .  A t  leas t  one each year  p icks  a  p ro-

gram and they try to put i t  through. I  remember when I  f i rst  came here,  we

were gett ing ready for the War,  and some woman wanted to re-do the Union

Sta t ion  I

So Lou ise  Schus le r ,  then,  adopted  th is  p rogram fo r  her  year ,  the  organ i -

za t ion  o f  the  H ' i s to r ica l  Soc ie ty .  She appo in ted  a  commi t tee .  Gre tchen Gabr ie l ,

who  used  to  teach  Span ish  a t  the  co l lege ,  was  on  i t .  I  be l ieve  Gre tchen

ca l led  us  and we became char te r  members ,  we were  the  f i rs t .  Then I  was  appo in t -

ed  to  the  commi t tee  to  d ra f t  a  cons t i tu t ion .  A f te r  we had the  cons t i tu t jon ,

we e lec ted  o f f i cers .  Pau l  He is jqJ  was the  f i rs t  p res ident  o f  the  h is to ry  so-

c ie ty ,  whereas  I  l j ke  to  th ink  o f  Lou ise  Schus le r  as  the  o rgan iza t iona l  p res i -

den t .

Pau l  thought  up  a  number  o f  commi t tees  fo r  the  soc ie ty ,  then he  l i s ted

a l l  these commi t tees  and sent  them out  to  each member ,  and wanted  us  to  des ig -

na te  our  f i rs t ,  second and th i rd  cho jce .  So Mary  E l len  sa id ,  "What  comm' i t tee

do  you  want?"  I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  wan t  any . "  She  sa id ,  "You  have  to  be  on  one . "

I  sa jd ,  " I  don t  have  to  be  on  any .  I  don ' t  know any th ing  abou t  th i s  h is to ry

down.here ,  my  f ie ld  ' i s  Russ ' ian  and  Far  Eas t .  And  I  j us t  don ' t  have  t ime. "
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She sa id ,  " I 'm  go ing  to  pu t  you  down fo r  one . "  I  sa id ,  "We ' |1 ,  I 'm  no t  go ing

to  be  do ing  any  research ,  so  pu t  me down fo r  the  ed j to r ia l  commi t tee . "  About

two weeks  la te r  we go t  no t ices  o f  the  commi t tee  appo in tments  f rom Pau l  He is ' ig ,

and I  had been appo in ted  Cha i rman o f  the  ed i to r ia l  commj t tee .  0n  tha t  commi t -

tee  was Frank  Feu i l le  I I I ,  Ann je  Joe Sharp  (who soon go t  mad a t  me and qu i t ,

I  had  taken  her  persona l i t y  ou t  o f  an  a r t i c le  o r  someth ing) ,  and  Mrs .  Phy l l i s

M ' ines  (who 's  in  the  adver t f s ing  bus iness) .  We had  a  meet ing  o f  the  Soc ie ty

down at  the Ljbrary two or three days af ter  we recejved /our appointment! ,

and  so  I  sa id ,  "Pau1 ,  wha t  a re  the  du t jes  o f  the  cha i rman o f  the  ed i to r ia l

comm' i t tee?"  He  sa ' id ,  "Pu t  ou t  a  magaz ine . "  I  sa ' id ,  "Pau l  ,  l i s ten .  I  have

never  ed i ted  any th ' ing  in  my f  i fe .  Th ' i s  ' i s  no t  my f ie1d .  I  ius t  am not  your

man. "  Pau l  sa id  someth ' ing ,  and I  thought  a t  tha t  t ime f tha t  ' t i l  was  unusua l  .

He sa ' id ,  "We inves t jga ted  you thorough ly  and we f ind  tha t  you  are  w i thout

p re jud ices . "  I  sa id ,  "We l ln  tha t ' s  a  he l l  o f  a  way  to  choose  an  ed i to r . "  I

rea l j ze  now i t ' s  a  good  way .  I  th ink  th i s  Soc ie ty  cou ld  have  been  des t royed ,

because i f  you  des t roy  Password ,  your  Soc ie ty  i s  gone.  / -T 'm not  say ing  th i t

because  I 'm  the  ed i to r .  There  a re  so  many  e thn ic ,  rac ia l ,  re l i g ious  g roups

and so  fo r th ,  I  cou ld  be  hung up  on  the  Mormons,  on  the  Catho l i cs ,  on  the

Bapt i s ts ,  on  Span ish -speak ing  peop le ,  and  i t  wou ld  show.  And  so  fa r  as  I

know,  I  have never  rece jved any  c r i t i c ' i sm o f  what  I  wro te ,  how I  wro te ,  and

so fo r th .  So I  th jnk  maybe Pau l  had more  common sense.

0n  the  o ther  hand,  Ca l le ros . . .  i  m igh t  say  tha t  be fore  Pau l  was  e lec ted

pres ident ,  Ca l le ros  showed up a t  a  meet jng  and sa id ,  " I  have organ ized a  maga-

z ' ine  we ' re  go ing  to  pu t  ou t  now.  We ' re  about  ready  to  go  to  p ress .  I  have

wr i t ten  an  ar t i c le  and Dr .  Sonn ichsen has  wr i t ten  an  ar t ' i c le . "  /Then7 ne

in t roduced a  Span iard  f rom Madr id  who had wr i t ten  an  ar t j c le  on  /Oueed Isabe11a,
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and Ca l le ros  was  go ing  to  t rans la te  i t .  Now,  th i s  i s  E l  Paso ,  and  he 's  go ing

to  pub l i sh  an  a r t f c le  on  Madr id ,  Spa in .  A lso  he  had  chosen  h is  own ed i to r ia l

s ta f f .  He had twenty - two lpuop l f ,  on  i t ,  inc lud ing  B i l l  Hooten  o f  the  T imes,

Cooley of  the lg lg lg Post,  6ni l  Hartman /ofJ tne publ ic schools,  who didn' t

be long to  the  Soc ie ty .  A f te r  the  meet ing ,  I  ca l led  Lou ' i se  Schus le r  and I

sa id ,  "Lou ise ,  j f  th i s  i s  a  h is to ry  soc ie ty  to  g lo r i f y  Ca l le ros ,  I  don ' t  wan t

any  o f  i t .  I  don ' t  want  to  g lo r i f y  anybody. "  t , . le l l ,  i t  so  happened some o f

the  /o ther  members  hadT ca l led  her  and she sa ' id ,  " I  was  as  much surpr ised

as  you  a re . "  So  tha t  caused . . . i t  was  an  inner  f i gh t  the re  fo r  a  wh i le .  No

one took  h is  par t .  I  th ink  he  s t i l l  be longed /To  the  Soc ie ty  a f te r  tha ! ,

bu t  he  never  was ac t ive .

Anyway,  Lour  commi t teeT he ld  a l l  o f  our "  meet ings  a t  noon in  the  co f fee

shop a t  the  De l  Nor te  Hote l .  I  had  a  c lassmate- - tha t  i s ,  he  and I  go t  our

doc tor ' s  degrees  about  the  same t ime- -Dr .  James Rhodaba l .  He 's  now a  pro fes-

sor  o f  h i s to ry  up  a t  Bowl ing  Green  S ta te  Un ive rs j t y  in  0h io .  He  had  pub l i shed

two books  be fore  he  go t  h js  doc tor ' s  degree,  he 's  a  p re t ty  smar t  boy .  A t

that t ime Ji inmy was edi tor  of  the 0! :p State Histor ical  Q .  I  wrote

to  h im and /asked h im fo r  some adv ic4 ,  and I  to ld  h im the  s to ry .  So he  to ld

me to  wr i te  to  Lord  up  a t  l ^ l i scons in ,  who was ed i to r  o f  the  W' iscons in  Journa l  .

He also to ld me to wr i te to a woman who was head of  a state journal  up at

M inneso ta .  He  sa id ,  "They '11  he lp  you . "  Lo rd  la te r  le f t  l , l i scons ' in  and  took

a  pos i t j on ,  I  th ink  a  fu l l  p ro fessorsh ip ,  a t  Co lumb ja  Un ive rs i t y ,  so  he  was

a pret ty good man. I  had to laugh when I  got  a let ter  back f rom Lord.  He

sa id ,  "Nour /  le t te r  surpr ised  the  he l l  ou t  o f  me.  I  never  d reamed tha t  a

Texan wou ld  go  ou t  o f  h is  s ta te  to  ask  fo r  adv ice . "  But  he  gave me some n ice

adv i  ce .

So we  had  ou r  mee t ings  and  I  wou ld  ge t  more  ma te r ia l ,  we 'd  have  ano the r



PORTER 26

meet ing .  So  one  day  I  sa jd ,  " I  w ish  we  wou ld  beg in  to  th ink  o f  a  name fo r  i t .

I  don ' t  l i ke  ca l l i ng  i t  the  E l  Paso  H is lo r i ca l  Quar te r l y .  Even  the  s ta te  maga-

z ine ' i s  ca l led  the  Sou thwes te rn  H js to r i ca l  Quar te r l y .  I ' d  l ' i ke  to  have  a  name '

descr ip t i ve . "  Be fo re  I  had  f jn i shed ,  Dr .  Joe  Leach  sa id ,  "Gene,

name.  Leu i l  I  sugges t  i t?  "  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  He  sa jd r  "Password ,

Pass . "  I  sa id ,  "My  lo rd ,  I  l i ke  i t .  Tha t ' s  i t .  Wa i t  a  m inu te '

to  vo te  on  these th ings . "  That  was the  on ly  t i t le  suggested  and

unan imous ly .  I  t ry  to  g ive  Joe Leach c red i t  whenever  I  wr i te  up

I ' ve  go t  a

word of  the

we ' re  supposed

i t  was  chosen

the  h is to ry

o f  i t .

Then I  wanted  a  f ron tace  p iece  tha t  wou ld  be  charac ter is t i c ,  wh ich  we f jna l -

1y  go t .  I  had conce jved someth ing  d i f fe ren t ly ,  to  make the  center  o f  a  c ' i r c le

in  E l  Paso,  and then draw a  c i rc le ,  and then to  f r -u r i l  as  much o f  the  s ta tes

o f  New Mex ico ,  Ar izona,  West  Texas ,  and Ch ' ihuahua fa l l  in to  tha t .  And tha t

wou ld  be  our  a rea  o f  in te res t ,  you  see? Then w i th in  these subd iv is ions ,  fo r

jns tance,  Ch ihuahua,  we cou ld  have a  vaquero  or  maybe a  fancy  horse  r ider ,

we c iou ld  have  an  Ind jan  j n  New l l ex ' i co ,  and  a  cowboy  i n  Texas .  Bu t  make  i t

soml th ing  d i f fe ren t .  And I  asked the  head o f  the  Ar t  Depar tment  a t  the  co l lege

j f  dhe  wou ld  d raw tha t  f o r  me .  She  wen t  on  and  on - -we  d idn ' t  need  i t ,  bu t  i

wanled  to  ge t ' i f  o f f  my mind.  Every  t ' ime I  went  over  there  fo r  co f fee  she 'd

say l  " I 'm  go ing  to  do  tha t . "  So  I  b rough t  i t  up  a t  the  meet ing .  I  sa id '

"Here 's  my ' idea ,  bu t  I  can ' t  ge t  anyone  to  d raw i t . "  And  Joe  Leach  aga ' in  sa id '

"LJhy  don ' t  you  ask  Jos6  C ' i sneros?"  I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know h im. "  I  knew who

he Was,  bu t  I  had  never  met  h im.  I  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  wan t  to  go  to  h im as  a

s t rdnger . "  Joe  sa ' id ,  " I  know h im p re t t y  we l l .  Le t  me go . "  And  Jos6 ,  I  don ' t

ever l r  know whether he saw my idea or not,  but  he drew this.  /Shows drawingJ

I  th ink  i t ' s  one  o f  the  bes t  th ings  I  have  ever  seen  on  a  nngaz ine  in  h is to ry .
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And l t re 's  go t  my peop le  in  there !  you  see,  bu t  he  centered  i t  be t te r  than I  d id '
l

he c4ntered ' i t  here  a t  the  Pass  o f  the  Nor th .  And every th ing  we pu t  ou t  has

tha t lon  i t .  He  d idn ' t charge  us  fo r  tha t .  La te r  he  was  g iven  a  l i f e  member -

sh ip j in  the  soc ie ty .  So s ' ince  then,  Jos6 and I  have become very  good f r iends ,

and  lhe 's  i l l us t ra ted  a  book  fo r  me.
:
]wel l ,  we f inal ly got a bid on i fgssrerg,  and we gave ' i t  to Guynes.
i

They lgave us  the  bes t  p r ice .  Pau l  He ' i s ig  and I  went  down to  see the  f i rs t

p r in f ing .  Guynes had pr in ted  i t  l ' i ke  th is - - /Password / - - the  way we wanted  ' i t .
l
I

But  r l vhen  Pau l  saw i t  he  sa id ,  "Gene ,  t ha t  won ' t  do . "  I  sa jd ,  "Wha t  do  you

I
mean l i t  won ' t  do?"  He  sa jd ,  "Tha t  mus t  be  hyphena ted ,  two  words . "  I  d idn ' t

I

I
a rgu f  w i th  h im.  And so  the  f i r "s t  two years  i t  came out  hyphenated .  So when

i
fau l lO ieO,  I  changed i t ,  we took  the  hyphen ou t .  (Laughter )

lSo  anyway,  I  jus t  s ta r ted  to  ed i t .  I  found th js  ou t - - I  am not  a  d ' i c ta to r ,

bu t  I  d iscovered tha t ' i f  you  want  someth ing  done you have to  do  ' i t  yourse l f .

I  had given a paper to one of  the members of  the comm'i t tee to rewri te i t  and

make i t  p r in tab le .  The n jgh t  be fore  I  had to  go  to  p ress  w i th  the  f i rs t

i ssue ,  he  had  done  on ly  ha l f  o f  i t ,  and  i t  was  on ly  a  seven  o r  e igh t -page  paper .

So I  found ou t  1 t  naa to  do  jV .  Frank  Feu i l le  I I I  was  work jng  fo r  Food Mar t

then, he was on t f re road a lot .  So he wouiO tafe t  bool i  or  a paper and review

i t  wh i le  he  v /as  on  the  road .

And then the  second issue o f  Password  f * ! t  the  " ra j l road issue" ,  because

we ce lebra ted  the  coming o f  the  ra i l roads .  E t l  was  the  75 th  ann iversary  o f

the  coming o f  the  ra i l road,  188. | .  And Ann ie  Joe Sharp  wanted  to  wr i te  on  the

Unjon  Sta t ion ,  and she had /_ ien tencesT l i ke ,  "Through the  doors  pass  the  pas-

sengers . "  I  wro te  be t te r  in  the  e igh th  g rade,  and I  comple te ly  rewro te  i t .

i  l earned a  lesson,  though,  a t  the  t ime.  When i t  came out  and she go t  her



PORTER 28

copy,  why  she ca l led  me and she qu i t .  By  chang ing  i t ,  i t  no  longer  re f lec ted

her  persona l i t y .  I ' . l 1  g ive  you a  good example ,  Car l  Her tzog gave i t  to  me.

Fugate  is  /a . t i l  exce l len t  wr j te r  and ed i to r .  Bu t  when he  ed i ts  a  book  or  any-

th ing ,  i t ' s  h i s  book .  The  persona l i t y  o f  the  o ther  fe1 low has  d isappeared .

He is  super imposed.  Sam Meyers ,  on  the  o ther  hand,  i s  a  good ed i to r .  When

you ge t  th rough,  Vou hard ly  know tha t  he 's  ed i ted  i t .  So  I  learned tha t ,

and l lea rneda lo t .

[ ^ le l l ,  we went  on  and on  and no  one ever  appo in ted  me.  I  thought  each

year  they 'd  reappo in t  me,  Fu t  no  one  ever  sa id  any th ing .  F ina l l y  i t  wasn ' t

t i l l  F red  Mor ton  was pres ident ,  I  happened to  say  a t  a  board  meet ing ,  "Do you

peop le  know tha t  I  have never  been appo in ted  ed i to r  o f  th is  rnagaz ine ,  except

the  f j rs t  t ime?"  Fred  Mor ton  says ,  " I  appo in t  you . "  So we 've  never  ment ' ioned

i t  s ince ,  and  tha t  i s  the  way  i t ' s  been .  I t ' s  a  he l l  o f  a  lo t  o f  work .  And

I  on ly  hope  tha t  the  person  who takes  over . . .because  a f te r  a l l ,  I  can ' t  con-

t jnue  much  longer .  Dea th  i s  go ing  to  ge t  me be fo re  much  longer .  (Chuck les )

t , . le l l ,  anyway,  /T  f rope tha t  perso !  i s  w i l l i ng  to  work  hard .  There 's  a  he l l

o f  a  lo t  o f  work  to  do  on ' i t .  So  / they  need/  one man who w i l l  work  hard

/To/ Set Tthe magazineJ out on t ime. For instance, our next issue of  !g$-

word  i s  due  ou t  the  l s t  o f  Ju lyn  tha t ' s  the  summel i ssue .  0n  the  lT ih  o f

May i  rece ived th js  i ssue in  page proo f .  I  had go t ten  i t  in  on  the  ls t  o r

2nd o f  May.  So you ge t  i t  in  on  t ' ime,  they  ge t  j t  ou t  on  t ime.  I  gave them

six ty  days  to  ge t  i t  ou t .

There 's  someth ing  e1se.  In  the  beg inn ing ,  I  t r ied  to  save on  money.  I

was  a f ra id  to  spend money,  I  guess .  So I  wou ld  have these covers  p r in ted

for  the  who le  year ,  about  2 ,200 fo r  a  who le  year .  We get  .1200 
fo r  one issue

now.  $ lso ,  the  magaz ine /  sa id  Passwond,  bu t  i t  d id  no t  say  the  vo lume or
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the  issue or  the  da te .  I  saved a  I  r ' t t le  rnoney  tha t  way .  Wel l ,  then  I  saw

how some of them threw their  money around ,  6ni l  we started to put i t  on here,

wh ich  i s  where ' i t  be longs ,  anyway .  I  a l so  d idn ' t  have  too  many  p ic tu res

or  photographs ,  and then peop le  began say ing ,  "Gene,  PUt  more  p ic tu res  jn .

I t ' s ' i n te res t ' i ng . "  So  now we have  maybe  seven  o r  e igh t  p ic tu res  f i n  each

' i ssue/ .  Th is  one coming ou t  has  more  than tha t .  l Je 've  go t  about  twe lve  p ic -

tu res  in  f t  th i s  t i n re .  I t  does  make  i t  l ook  be t te r .

The  Soc ie ty  has  g rown. . .

S :  You say  you are  hop ing  somebody e lse  w i l l  take  over  eventua l l y .  Do you have

someo ne i n m'i nd ?

29

P:  I  have  two  in  m ind- - I  won ' t  te l l  you- -who  cou ld  do  i t

very ab1e. Yes, I  don' t  want to see /Plssuorg aie.

fo r  i t ,  e ' igh teen vo lumes there ,  and I  jus t  want  to  see

many  peop le  have  sa id  to  me,  and  I  be l ' i eve  i t , ' i f  t he

very we1'l . Very wel l ,

Th is  i s  the  lS th  year

i t  go .  Because too

magaz ine  s tops ,  wha t ' s

to hold them together? l , l le don' t  get  a very b ' ig crowd out the night we have

a speaker .  And who 's  go ing  to  pay  seven do l la rs  and a  ha l f  a  year  to  come

out  four  t imes and hear  a  speaker ,  you  see.

Concern ing  the  H is to r ica l  Soc je ty ,  you  have rece ived some awards .

The f i rs t  year  we rece ived an  award  fo r  the  bes t  h is to r ica l  pub l i ca t jon  o f  a

loca l  h is to ry  soc ie ty  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and Canada.  I  d idn ' t  even know

we were 76eing consideredT. And i t  was Dr.  Rhodabal who submit ted ' i t  for

us .  Here  i t  j s :  Amer ican Assoc ia t ion  fo r  S ta te  and Loca l  H is to ry ,  Award

of  Mer i t  to  the  E l  Paso H ' i s to r jca l  Soc ' ie ty .  I t  was  g iven a t  i t s  annua l

meet ing  in  Co lumbus ,  0h io  on  0c tober  5 ,  1957 ,

Th is  comes ou t  in  wh ich  vo lume o f  Password?

This comes jn volume three, so i t  was for volume two that we got / - the awart iT.



PORTER ? n

I  had  a l l  k inds  o f  p ra ise  f rom peop ' le  I  wro te  to .  h le  used to  pub ' l i sh  a  l i t t le

p ic tu re  o f  the  au thor ,  and  we s t j l l  have  a  l j t t l e  s to ry  abou t  the  con t r ibu to r .

I  sen t  cop ies  o f  /vo lume/  one to  everyone who he lped me.  Dr .  James H.

o f  the  Oh io  H is to r j ja l  Quar te r ly  wr j tes ,  "Congra tu la t ions  on  Vo lume I , No.  I

n i ceof  Password .  I  th ink  you  d jd  a  f i ne  iob  in  a l1  respec ts .  I t ' savery

look ing  magaz ' ine .  I  hope  you '1 ' |  be  ab le  to  send  me some o ther  cop ies . "  A l -

len  M.  Wu jnn ,  sa les  manager  o f  the  Un jve rs i t y  o f  New Mex ico  Press ,  wr i tes ,

"Thank you so much for th ' is  very stunning !g_sJwo_$_. I t  is  a magnif icent

job - -so  much  so  tha t  I  am wonder ing  i f  I  cou ld  have  ano ther :copy  o f  i t .  I

wou ld  l i ke  to  c j r cu la te  j t  a round  the  campus . "  F l rs .  June  Ho lmqu is t ,  Ass is t -

an t  Ed i to r  o f  M innesota  H js to ry ,  wr i tes ,  "The f i rs t  i ssue o f  your  new E ' l  Paso

h is to r jca l  quar te r ly  reached me a  few days  ago,  and I  have read j t  w i th  in te res t .

Le t  me congra tu la te  you on  the  qua l i t y  fo r  your  f i rs t  e f fo r t .  The issue

looks  very  /good/ .  The cover  i s  handsome and you need no t  apo log ize  fo r i t

a t  a l l .  I  was  as tounded  a t  the  f i gu res  you  gave  me concern ing  your  pub l i sh ing

cos ts .  In  compar ison  w ' i th  the  bes t  we can do  in  th is  a rea ,  they  are  exceed-

ing ly  reasonab le . "  ( ' l e  go t  low cos ts  because Mr .  Guynes owned i t  a t  tha t  t ime,

he  gave us  a  spec ia l  ra te .  I  don ' t  th ink  we ge t  a  spec ia l  ra te  now because

he so ld  ou t  to  the  employees . )  The d i rec to r  o f  the  Sta te  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty

o f  l , r l i scons ' in ,  C l i f fo rd  L .  Lord ,  wr i tes ,  "Le t  me o f fe r  you  my congra tu la t jons

on an  in te res t ing  pub l jca t ion  produced a t  a  very  reasonab le  cos t .  (And i  sa id

aga in ,  "We thank  you ,  l4 r .  Guynes . " )  Th is  shou ld  be  a  use fu l  example  to  o ther

county  and loca l  h ' i s to r ica l  soc ie t ' ies  th roughout  the  count ry ,  and I  apprec ia te

your br i  ngi  ng i  t  to my at tent ' ion.  "

t ' /e  had a l l  k inds  o f  p ra ise .  We 've  never  en tered  the  contes t  s ince  th is

f j rs t  one.  But  I  fee l  sure  tha t  /Password /  i s  s t i l l  /a  good pub l ica t ' io r i l .
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We had an  exper ience.  The Ant iquar ian  Soc ie ty  o f  l ' l assachuset ts  wro te- -and

they  hadn ' t  seen a  copy ;  bu t  Dr .  Rhodaba l  had g iven us  a  b ig  wr i te -up  in

the monthl ,y publ  icat ion of  the Society for  State and Local  History that  gave

us the award. So /_a naf l  musl  have read i t  there and he wrote and asked j f

we gave cop ies  to  o rgan iza t ions .  He sa id ,  "h le  t ry  to  keep cop ies  o f  every

h ' i s to r ica l  magaz ine  pub l ished in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  You can see tha t  no  bud-

get  wou ld  s tand fo r  tha t ,  so  na tura l l y  we beg as  many as  we can ge t . "  t rJe l l ,

here  i t  i s  up  around Harvard  and so  fo r th ,  so  I  ta lked  i t  over  w i th  Pau l  and

he  sa ido  "We l l ,  l e t ' s  pu t  the r " , r  on  the  I  j s t . "  A f te r  two  o r  th ree  / i ssues ,  th i s

mat  wro te  me and sa id  tha t  i t  was  the  bes t  he 'd  ever  seen,  and i f  we d id  no t

have Annie 0akleys to give away, he would be veny happy to be a subscr iber.

So I  read i t  a t  the  meet ing  one n igh t ,  and Pau l  dec jded he  was so  n ice ,  we 'd

make  h im a  so r t  o f  pe rmanent .  I  th ink  he 's  s t j l l  on  our  ma j l i ng  l i s t .  So  i t

has  rece ived  a  lo t  o f  recogn i t i on .

A boy  who was down a t  South  Caro l ina  Un ivers i ty  sent  me a  magaz ine  fo r

pub l i ca t jon ,  I  pub l i shed  i t .  So  i t ' s  no t  jus t  l oca l .  I  pub f i shed  an  a r t i c le

by  a  boy  who was an  jns t ruc to r  a t  Ya le .  He wro te  on  survey ing ,  an  exped i t ion

that came up the Rio Grande--very good. Later i t  was publ  ished ' in a book of

h is - -wh jch  js  very  good- -on  westward  expans ' ion .  So /Ehe recogn i t ionT makes

you fee'l pretty good.

S:  You had o ther  awards ,  persona l  awards ,  tha t  the  H ' i s to r ica l  Soc ie ty  has  g iven,

the  Ha l l  o f  Honor .

P :  Wel l ,  tha t  began severa l  years  ago.  Now,  Congressman Whi te  i s  the  fa ther  o f

that .  t , ' lhen he was president of  the history society,  he conceived the idea of

hav ing  a  Ha l l  o f  Honor - -o r  Ha l l  o f  Fame,  he  ca l led  i t .  I  was  on  the  board ,

I ' ve  been on  the  board  f rom the  very  beg ' inn ing ,  as  ex-o f ic io  member  because

3 l
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of  !g$wql{ .  I  was surpr iseO /Thai l  a  number on the board were opposed to i t .

A l so ,  11 ln i t f ,  wan ted  to  t i e  i t  i n  w j th  the  Sun  Carn i va l  and  a l l  t ha t .  l l l e l l '

some of  us pointed out  that  there was too much act ' iv j ty  a t  that  t ime and we

were  A -us f l  s ta r t i ng ,  i t  wou ld  be  p re t t y  ha rd  to  deve lop .  So  D ick  was  reason-

ab le ,  he ' s  no t  dogma t i c ,  he  sa id ,  " I  don ' t  ca re  wha t  you  ca l l  j t  o r  when  you

have  i t .  I  t h " i nk  we  ough t  t o  have  i t  t o  hono r  peop1e . "  So  we  w ro te i t  i n  t o

have  i t ,  and  to  ca l l  j t  no t  t he  Ha l l  o f  Fame,  wh ' i ch  i s  ra the r  common and  has

become t r i t e ,  bu t  t o  ca l l  i t  t he  Ha l l  o f  Honor .  A  commi t tee  was  appo in ted

tha t  d rew up  the  ru les  o r  qua l i f i ca t i ons  fo r  a  member  to  be  e lec ted .  hJe  dec id -

ed  to  have  i t  i n  November .  The  ru les  a re  th i s :  anybody  can  nomina te ,  whe the r

you be ' long to  the Society  or  not ,  but  you have to  wr i te  a b ' iographica l  sketch

6 f  t nQ pe rson ,  wha t  / t he  penson  has  done / .

The fnomjnee/  has  to  have been a  res jdent  o f  E l  Paso fo r  th i r ty  years .  The

number we have honored has changed once or twice.  At one t jme, we had two

/Tiv ing/  and two fdeceased/,  wh' ich we thought was too many. Now f t 's  one

deceased and one l i v ing .  The commi t tee  wh ich  chooses  them,  the  cha i rman is

a lways  known,  he 's  appo in ted  by  the  pres ident ;  then he  appo in ts  the  commi t tee

to  se lec t .  For  ins tance,  when Conrey  Bryson was pres ident ,  he  appo in ted  me

as cha i rman o f  the  commi t tee ,  then I  appo in ted  four  persons  to  serve  w j lh  me.

The i r  names  were  never  known.  And  I  vo ted  on ly jn  case  o f  a  t j e .  (Chuck les )

To i l lus t ra te  tha t ,  when I  was  e lec ted  in  1970,  Fred  Mor ton  was cha ' i rman o f

the  commi t tee .  And he  sa id ,  " I  jus t  wanted  to  te l l  you  tha t  I  d ' idn ' t  vo te

fq r  you . "  We11,  wha t  had  happened,  i t  was  unan ' imous  and  he  d ' idn ' t  have  to
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vote .  (  Laughter )

The person e lec ted  ge ts  someone to  g ive  a  ta lk  fo r  h ' in r .  I  asked Rabb i

F ie rman to  ta lk  fo r  me.  I  th ' ink  he  d id  the  bes t  tha t ' s  ever  been g iVe l l : -

no t  because i t  was  mine .  About  a  page and a  ha l f ,  a  p r in ted  page,  and tha t

was enough.  One gave e igh t  p r in ted  pages- - the  peop le  ge t  t i red .  Now,  the

/deceased honoree 'V  fami ly  i s  no t i f ied  and asked i f  they  want  to  accept ,  then

they select  who they want.  For instance, when I  asked Rabb' i  Fierman i f  he

wou ld  g ive  the  ta l  k ,  B j rd ie  Hewet 's  fa ther  was the  deceased /6 'onoree7.  B j rd ie

was Jewish  bu t  mar r ied  a  Chr is t ian .  She asked Chr is  Fox  l to  g ive  the  ta lk

for her fathef, .  5o we had Jews there to honor Bernard Krupp, and Chris Fox

gave tha t ,  and the  Rabb i  gave i t  fo r  me l  (Laughter )  But  we were  a l l  very

good f r iends .

I  th ink  we made some pre t ty  good cho ices .  ( I 'm no t  say ing  tha t  about  me

at  a l l ,  bu t  we have. )  Some o f  them were  a f ra id  tha t  they  wou ld  p ick  ou t  too

many men who had made money and cal l  that  success. Maybe they made money at

the  expense o f  E l  Paso and cont r ibu ted  no th ing .  The s t range th ing  is  tha t

th ree  campus peop le  were  p icked ' in  a  row.  Car l  Her tzog was ' in  
. |969,  

I  was

in  
. l970 ,  

and Sonn ' i chsen was jn  . l97 ] .  
I  had jus t  comple ted  my th i r ty  years

here when I  was elected. I  feel  that  I  was elected because of  my work w' i th

Password .  That  i s  a  cont r ibu t ion ,  I  th ink .  Conrey  gave me a  n ' i ce  wr i te -up

in  / f - ' is  bookT The Land Where We L ive,  wh' ich was put  out  7Uy the Univers i ty , / .

He  ends  i t  w i th  a  chap te r ,  Fu r the r  I n fo rma t ion  he  ca l l s  i t ,  and  th i s  i s  va r i ous

books  and  so  fo r th .  He re  a re  the  men  he ' s  g ' i v j ng  c red i t  LT IJ :  Sonn ichsen ,

myse l f  ,  Tom Lea ,  Qwen  Wh ' i t e  (who  was  the  f i r s t  h ' i s to r i an ) ,  Ca r l  He r t zog ,  and

Rex  S t i ck land  (who  wro te  S i x  Came to  E l  Paso  and  ed j ted  M ' i l l s '  book  Fo r t y  Years ) .

Do  you  have  a  f i s t  pub l ' i shed  i n  Password  o f  a l l  t he  peop le  who ' ve  made  i t  i n t o
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P:

the  Ha l  I  o f  Honor?

Yes.  lHoweverJ ,  I  don ' t  do  i t  every  year .  I  used to  t ry  to  keep up  w i th  i t '

bu t  i t  go t  too  1ong.  Here  are  the  Ha l l  o f  Honor  honorees- - the  Ha l l  o f  Honor

honorees  and the  t r ibu tes .  There  wou ld  be  one in  each vo lume;  /T i l  each vo l -

ume we pub l ish  i t .  We have honored twenty - two.

0 f  the  pres ' iden ts ,  wh ich  do  you th ink  was the  most  ou ts tand ing?

0h ,  I  don ' t  know.  They 've  a l l  con t r ibu ted .  Pau l  He is ig  was  ge t t ing  i t  go ing ,

and  he  cou l  dn ' t .  He spent  money,  though.  We had a  fe l low come

down f rom S i l ve r  C i t y ,  and  he  was  do ing  what  you ' re  do ' ing ,  oh rh is  own- -go ing

out  and in te rv jewing  these o ld - t imers .  He came down and a lmost  c r ied  about

what  i t  was  cos t ing  h jm in  gas  and  mate r ja l .  So  Pau l  j us t  gave  h im $300  o f

the  Soc ' ie ty 's  money.  We were  to  ge t  a1 l  o f  h js  ro l1s ,  we never  go t  any  because

he  d idn ' t  fo l l ow j t  th rough .  I  gave  a  ta l  k  to  the  S i l ve r  C i t y  un ' i ve rs j t y ,

l , , Jes te rn  New Mex ico  I  be l ieve ' i t ' s  ca l led .  So  I  wen t  over  to  the  l i b ra ry  where

they  had these 1_ tap .J .  LT was to ld / ,  " I ' l l  g ive  them to  you i f  we can ge t

a  ho ld  o f  /Th is ]  man. "  We11,  he  was ou t  o f  town.  So I  came down and to ld

the  pres ident  a t  a  meet ing ,  " I f  you  ius t  d r jve  up  there  you can ge t  them,  be-

cause  he  i s  Eo ing  to  check . "  He  never  d id ,  and  now i t ' s  been  17  years  ago .

So I  doubt  i f  they ' re  up  there .  0 r  i f  they  are ,  they  won ' t  g ive  them to  us .

I  know the  man is  dead.

I , ' l e ' ve  had some pre t ty  good pres idents ,  I  th ink ,  who 've  t r ied  to  do  th ings .

What  about  Leon Metz?

Leon was a  pre t ty  good pres ident .  One o f  the  persons  who doesn ' t  ho ld  an  o f -

f i ce  ca l led  me and  sa id ,  "How do  you  l i ke  Leon?"  I  sa id ,  " I  l i ke  h jm. "  He

sa id ,  "What  do  you  th ink  abou t  g iv ing  h im a  second  te rm?"  There 's  no th ing  in

our const j tut ion that /Tayy frow many terms you may or may not serve. I  said,

S :

p .

S:

P :
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s .

P:

" I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  a  good jdea. "  He appo ' in ted  peop le  who went  to  work ,  and

we increased our  enro l lment  / -under  h i r l r /  and so  fo r th .  Th is  person l ^ r -ho  ca l led

me/  was a f ra id  tha t  J jm Crook ,  who was in  l ine  fo r  the  pres idency ,  migh t  ge t

mad.  I  sa id ,  "We l1 ,  te l l  h im.  He  has  to  be  e lec ted .  He  doesn ' t  have  any

ho ld  on  th js  o f f j ce . "  So we ar ranged to  have Leon e lec ted  a  second te rm.

Soneone wh' ispered to J im to keep /-cal f l ,  that  he would succeed. 6^i l  he has.

But  Leon r^ las  a  good pres ident .  He had jdeas  tha t  I  had- - i f  you  want  someth ing

done,  you 've  go t  to  do  j t  yourse l f .  / l f J  you  want  someone e lec ted ,  you 've  go t

to  have i t  a l1  a r ranged be fore  anyone e lse  comes in .  You may ca l l  tha t  0h io

po ' l i t i cs  i f  you  want ,  bu t  tha t ' s  t rue .  Tha t ' s  wha t  he  d id ,  and  some o f  /The

membersT d jdn ' t  l i ke  h jm fo r  j t .  La ter ,  when he  found ou t  tha t  he  was go ' ing

to  be  cha l lenged,  he  sor t  o f  tamed i t  down.  But  i t  was  no th ing  to  des t roy

the  Soc ie ty .  For  ins tancen he  asked B j l l  Hooten  to  becorne a  d ' i rec to r .  B i l l

sa id ,  "Okay . "  So B i l l  came to  the  meet ing  and there  he  sa t .  "Hovv  are  you

go ing  to  vo te?"  You  see?  And  tha t ' s  the  on ly  th ing  Leon  ever . . .  Every th ing

e l  se  was pos i t ' i ve ,  fo r  the  good.  He was a  good pres ident .

Get t ing  away f rom the  H js to r jca l  Soc ie ty ,  someth ing  e lse  you were  invo lved in ,

you were  pres ident  o f  the  Communi ty  Co11ege.

Yes.  That  was the  o ld  Bapt ' i s t  Schoo l .  The man who was head o f  the  Bapt is t

Schoo l  wasn ' t  a  co l lege graduate .  0h ,  he  was a  d jc ta to r ,  I  /heardT f rom some

of  the  teachers .  They  weren ' t  mak ing  good f fnanc ia l l y ,  and he  owed teachers

money. He caught one of  the teachers / iho/  was a graduate student over at

UTEP smok ing .  He wasn ' t  go ing  to  pay  h im.  So a  group o f  men,  most  o f  them

were  Army men,  go t  together  and pu t  up  a ' l i t t le  money and bought  the  Bapt is t

Co11ege,  and  rechar te red  j t ,  and  ca l led  i t  The  E l  Paso  Jun io r  Co l lege .  I t

has  no  re la t ' ionsh ip  to  th is  Communi ty  Co11ege.  They  made one mjs take  tha t  I
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t r ied  to  cor rec t  bu t  qu ick .  The o1d pres ident  o f  the  iun io r  co l ' lege- -he  owed

someofh is  facu l ty - -had bought  a  Cad j l lac  and was pay ing  fo r  i t  ou t  o f  the

schoo l  funds .  So when our  g roup took  over  the  co l lege,  they  took  over  the

payments  on  i t .  A  coup le  o f  the  d ' i rec to rs  went  to  Aus t in  to  see about  ge t t ing

/The co l legq cer t i f ied .  None o f  them were  admin is t ra to rs .  So the  man they

ta lked w i th  sa id ,  "We ' I1  g ive  you th ' i s  adv ice :  You don ' t  have anybody w ' i th  a

h jgher  degree .  Go back  and  f ind  yourse l f  a  Ph .D. ,  i t  w ' i l l  g i ve  some c lass  to

your  co11ege . "  So  they  inqu i red  a round ,  and  I  had  ius t  re t i red .  En"y  ca l led

me7 and asked me i f  I  was  in te res ted  in  be ing  pnes ident  o f  the  co l lege.  I

sa ' id ,  "We l l ,  I ' d  have  to  ta l k  i t  over . "  lW-hen  I  wasT in te rv ' i ewed j t  wasn ' t

a  ques t ' ion  o f  app ly ing  fo r  a  job ,  they  wanted  me.  They  wanted  my Ph.D.  ' i s

what  they  wanted .  So,  I  was  so ld  on  a  jun io r  co l1ege.  I t  was  pr iva te ly  owned,

i t  wou ld  never  comein  fo r  tax  money,  and so  fo r th .

So,  I  took  the  job ,  and I  was  pres ident  fo r  one year .  And the  nex t  year

i t  fo lded because o f  the  Communi ty  Co ' l1ege.  We were  charg ing  about  $17 an

hour ,  so  a  th ree-hour  course  was  $5 . | .  We l l ,  th i s  Commun i ty  Co l lege  /was  on ly

chargi  n i l  $q or $5 an hour,  and they were of fer ing /coursei /  that  k ids out of

h ' i gh  schoo l ,  tha t  fa i l ed  jn  h igh  schoo l ,  wan ted  to  take .  We were  g iv ing  regu-

la r  academic  work ,  no th ing  e lse - -a l l  academic  work .  F ina l l y  a t  the  end  o f

the  year  we d idn ' t  see  any  hope a f te r  th js  co l lege came in ,  so  we ius t  vo ted

ourse lves  ou t  o f  ex js tence.  The men who had the  money inves ted  los t  i t .  We

took over f tn i l  debts of  most of  the teachers who had been wjth the Bapt ist

Co ' l lege ,  land  pa id  thernT.  We had a  p lace  on  P iedras  St ree t  r igh t  across  f rom

But  we d idn ' t  a t t rac t  /s tudentV be-

rseil . Now th j s Communi ty Co'l 1 ege

the  Empi re  C lub  /where  we he ld  c lasseV.

cause /we of fered regular/  academ' ic / -cou

has a  course  in  Cash Reg is te r  Management .  That ' s  mere ly  to  teach /  a  person
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how/  to  be  a  checker  jn  a  supermarke t .  I  don ' t  want  to  be  taxed to  t ra in

cash ie rs  fo r  Fed Mar t  o f  P igg ly  Wigg ly ,  and tha t rs  what  they ' re  do ing ,  you  see.

Anyway,  I  was  pres ident  o f  the  co l lege one year .  I  used to  have facu l ty

meet ings  and t r ied  to  b r ing  some reason ou t  o f  chaos .  But  I  rea l l y  th ' ink  tha t

we cou ld  have made a  go  o f  i t  j f  th js  Communi ty  Co l lege d jdn ' t  come jn .  l , . lho 'd

going to pay us $51 for a course when they can qet one for $B or $9?

But  I  d id  end my academic  year  as  Pro fessor  Emer i tus  o f  H is to ry  and

pres iden t  o f  a  co l lege .  (Laugh te r )

What about some comments of  the future of  UTEP?

I  don ' t  know what  the  fu tu re  o f  UTEP's  go ing  to  be .  I t ' s  no t  go ing  to  be  any-

th ing  i f  i t  con t inues  to  opera te ,  as  j t  i s  now,  by  the  Board  o f  Regents .  Look

at  the  pres ' iden ts  we 've  had- - they  k ick  them out  r igh t  and le f t .  F rank

over  there  js  a  d jc ta to r .  You had the  same th ing  over  there  a t  Aus t ' in .  I

was  ta lk ing  w i th  someone who had been a t  Aus t jn - - tha t ' s  when Frank  Dobey was

'over  there .  They  go t  r id  o f  the  pres ident ,  appo in ted  a  facu l ty  member  as

ac t ing  pres ' iden t .  I  th ink  /The new pres ident ' s  name/  was Pa in te r .  He imme-

d ia te ly  no t i f i ed  the  facu l t y ,  "Th is  i s  temporary .  i  w i l I  no t  accep t  the

pres ' idency  under  any  cons idera t ion . "  But  the  Board  o f  Regents  cou ld  te l l  h jm

what to do and he would do i t .  That 's what they want /_; t  UIEi l ,  someone they

can  con t ro l .  Tha t ' s  the  reason  we 've  changed .  We 've  had  very  poor  p res iden ts .  I

/ r ^ iou ldn ' t  say  tha t  abouf l  Wigg ins  .  E t  was  the  bes t  p res  jdent  we have had,  I 'm

sure .  But  he  c l idn ' t  have the  prob lems we have novr .  He carne  here  about  
. l936 ,  

I
-  

cami in 1940. And that fa lT we had 
. I ,O53 -studEntsl  ' - - -Te had seventy: i .*n on

the  facu l tyn  wh ich  inc luded typ is ts .  Now you go t  tha t  many in  some depar tments .

So the  prob lems are  b igger  now because the  schoo l ' s  b ' igger .  E lk ' ins  was no t

too  popu lar ,  /buV probab ly  a  p re t ty  good pres ident .  I f  anyone had any  t roub le

37
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w' i th  a  p ro fessor ,  he  cou ld  run  oven  to  E lk ins ,  and  he 'd  ca l l  the  p ro fessor  in .

We had one /Tns t ruc tor /  in  Educat ion ,  I  fo rge t  h is  name,  and / -he  had V g i r t

who kept  read ' ing  the  paper  in  c lass .  He k jcked her  ou t .  She went  over  f t -o

see E lk jng / .  E lk ins  ca l led  h jm over  and gave h im a  round,  and lT f re  ins t ruc to r /

jus t  go t  up  and  sa id ,  "Go to  he l l , "  and  wa lked  ou t .  I  d idn r t  th ink  E lk ins

wou ld  las t .  He  had  come f rom a  jun io r  co11ege ,  wh ich ' i s  no t  much  h igher  than

a h igh  schoo l .  And I  suppose he  t r ied  to  run  us  here  the  way he  ran  /The

jun io r  co11eg{ .  When he went  o t  Mary land there  were  too  many b ig  men on the

campus,  and so  maybe he  became a  pres ident  and no t  a  h igh  schoo l  p r inc ipa l .

But  tha t ' s  what  he  was here .

Then he  was succeeded by  Ho lcomb,  who was miserab le ,  miserab le .  He

las ted  one year ,  I  th ink .  They  brought  h ' im down f rom Texas  Tech.  He was

head of  the Chem' istry Department up there.  Then when he 1eft ,  they brought

in  Smi ley .  I  a lways  I  i ked  Smi ley .  Bu t  I  th ' i nk  where  Smi ley  made a  m js take . . .

He was no sooner here than the stor ies came out--and I  don' t  know whether he

was  respons ' ib le  o r  no t - - tha t  he  was  too  b jg  a  man fo r  a  l i t t l e  iob  l i ke  th i s .

ln le  wou ldn ' t  keep h im long /6ecause7 he  was / rnov ing ]  up .  t ^ le l l ,  i f  you ' re  no t

go ing  to  keep  h jm long ,  o r i f  he 's  no t  go ing  to  be  here  ve ry  long ,  he 's  no t

go ing  to  have much cont ro l .  So  he  wasn ' t  here  long,  and they  f ina l l y  moved

h im over  to  Aus t ' in .  And he  wasn ' t  there  very  long t i11  he  wanted  ou t ,  because

he had no th ing ,  he  was a  messenger  boy  fo r  the  chance l lo r .  The f i rs t  te rm

he was over  there  a  very  good f r iend  o f  m ' ine  /a -nd  h iV  ca l led  me and she

sa id ,  "Gene,  how is  Smi ley  l i kedon the  campus?"  I  sa id ,  " I I j kedh im.  There

are  some tha t  d idn ' t ;  some d id . "  She  sa id ,  "Do  you  th ink  they  wou ld  accep t

h im back? I  sa id ,  " [ , r le l l ,  they  don ' t  have to  accept  h im.  I f  they  br ing  h ' im

over  here ,  he 's  here . "  She and her  husband had tTa i l  d inner  w i th  h im and he
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sa id ,  " I rd  love  to  ge t  back  there . "  We11,  these  s to r jes  had  caugh t  up  w i th

h jm- - too  b ' ig  a  man to  s tay  in  a  smal l  schoo l .  Then he  le f t  over  there  because

he  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a long  w i th  the  chance l lo r ,  and  went  to  Co lo rado .  There  he  had

a tough t ime fo r  th is  reason.  0n  the  Board  o f  Regents  o f  Co lorado there  are

s ix  members ;  the  pres ' iden t  vo tes  on ly ' in  case o f  a  t je .  [ -h "y /  had th ree

conserva t ive  members  ( the  man who makes Coors ,  na tura l l y ;  a  mi l l t ' ona i re ,  a

conserva t i ve ) ,  and  he  had  th ree  l i be ra ls .  And  the  Board  was  a lways  sp ] i t ,  and

the  resu l t  was  tha t  he  had to  make a  dec js jon .  Now when you make a  dec is ion

l i ke  tha t ,  Vou ' re  caught .  No mat te r  how you vo te ,  you  have o f fended ha l f

the  Board .  So he  was no  sooner  up  there  than he  was want ' ing  ou t  aga in .  So

then he came down here.

l , r le11 ,  Joe  Ray had come in  the  meant ime,  squeezed ' in ,  and he  ius t  about

ru ined the  co l lege.  F jna l l y  i t  was  the  downtown peop ' le  who go t  r id  o f  Joe

Ray.  A  cer ta in  fe l low in  town ca l led  me one day  and he  sa id ,  "Gene,  what  a re

you  do ing  a t  noon?"  I  sa id ,  "Go ing  home. "  He  sa ' id ,  "Come and  have  Iunch

wi th  me a t  the  In te rna t iona l  C lub . . '  /T -h ' i s  person/  was  then in  the  process

o f  ge t t ing  r id  o f  Joe  Ray .  He  sa id ,  " I ' l l  send  you  a  copy  o f  the  le t te r  I 'm

wr i t ing  to  Frank  Erw in . "  I ' ve  go t  the  le t te r  tha t  th is  fe l low wro te  to  Frank

Erwin dbout Joe Ray. So I  knew Joe Ray was on his way out.  I  feel  th is way:

maybe the  co l lege is  ge t t ing  too  b lg  now,  bu t  th ' i s  has  been E l l  Paso 's  baby .

l {hen you had only 300 or 400 up there,  and no money for footbal ' l  ,  they'd put

the  foo tba l l  p layers  in  ho te ls  downtown,  the  peop ' le  pa id  fo r  them.  You can ' t

do  /Th jngs  1 jk i l  t f ra t  over  a  per iod  o f  years  w ' i thout  say ing ,  " I t ' s  my baby . "

In  human l i fe ,  we ' re  s t i l l  our  momma's  baby  when we ' re  f i f t y  years  o ' ld1  And

tha t ' s  the  way they  thought  about  i t .  Bu t  Ray ,  he 's  go ing  to  run  the  schoo l .

He made a speech to the Rotary and of fended al l  the Rotary,  that ,  by God, he
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he was the  pres ident ,  he 'd  do  as  he  damned p leased l  And ye t  he  was a  Rotar ian .

So tha t  th rew them over  there .  And the  men in  Rotary  a re  p re t ty  in f luent ia l

' i n  th is  town,  no t  because they ' re  Rotar ians ,  bu t  because they 've  go t  money

and in  bus iness  and so  fo r th .  So I  s t i l l  th ink  tha t  the  pres ident  has  to

coopera te ;  a t  leas t  he  has  to  make a  pre tense o f  coopera t ' ing  and no t  ius t

come out  and te l l  downtown to  go  to  he l l .  " t r le ' re  too  b ig  now,  we 've  ou tgrown

your  care tak i  ng .  "  I  th i  nk  tha t  was  Joe Ray '  s  .  .  .

And of  course he of fended everyone on the campus. Not everyone, some

benef i t ted  f rom h im.  But  the  ones  he  had o f fended were  w ' i l l i ng  to  coopera te ,

as  I  was ,  lw i th  the  peop le /  downtown.  i ' l a rsha l l  Ha le ,  due to  my in f luence,

ca l led  h im and  wanted  to  know h is  sys tem o f  g ' i v ing  sa la r jes .  0h ,  he  ra ised

he l l  and  Marsha l l  i nsu l ted  h im in  the  paper  and  so  fo r th .

So f ina l ' l y ,  then,  they  began look ing .  I  knew they  were  look ing  fo r

someone,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  know tha t  Smi ley  wou ld  want  i t .  Bu t  Smi ' ley  wanted  j t ,

to get away from th ' is  spl i t  board fn CotoradoT. Down here I  don' t  know

what  happened,  bu t  Smi ley  was removed.  You don ' t  remove peop ' le  in  pub l i c ,

you  le t  them res ign .  Bu t ,  I 'm  sure  tha t  he  /das  removed / ,  the  same;as  I 'm

convinced that Pennington and George EcCaTthV were removed. I  have no feel ings

fo r  Vandenburg .  I  don ' t  l i ke  h im.  He  went  to  the  Reg is t ra r ' s  Of f j ce  once

and took  ha l f  o f  the  cards  f rom my c lass  and pu t  h is  a th le tes  in  them.  He

/ t -ad  go t ten  the  card l  the  n igh t  be fore .  h jhen I  heard  about  i t ,  then ,  I  ca l -

led  h im and  sa id ,  " I f  you  ever  do  tha t  aga in ,  I 'm  go ing  to  make  h js to r "y  /Fo

har_d7 ,  no  one  jn  th j s  c lass  i s  go ' ing  to  pass . "  He  never  d ' i d  i t  aga ' in .

And George has been here a long t ime, and I  I  ike George very much. I ,^ lhen

he was Dean o f  S tudent  Ac t iv i t ies ,  he  was a  n ' i ce  guy .  But  they  te11 me,  when

he go t  up  on  the  h i11 ,  he  sor t  o f  changed .  Bu t  the  reason  I  l ' i ke  h ' im ,  he
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gave scho larsh ips  when he  was Dean o f  S tudent  Ac t iv j t ies .  By  tha t  t ime,  I

had been here long enough that many of  my students had chi ldren /That were

at tend ing  UTEP/ .  They 'd  ca l l  me and say ,  "Say ,  can  you ge t  a  scho la rsh ip

fo r  my daughter?"  and so  fo r th .  I 'd  ca l ' l  Goerge;  George L iou ld  sa / ,  "Wel l ,

b r ing  her  over . "  We wou ld  go  over  and  George  wou ld  ta l k  w j th  her .  Then  he 'd

sdy ,  "We l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  I  can  1e t  you  have  $75  fo r  the  year ,  maybe  more .

But  I  w i l l  p romise  tha t  much. "  George wou ld  a lways  keep h is  p romise .  Then

he moved /ToJ tne Athlet ic Department,  and Kelsey (?) /6ecame the new Dean of

Student  Ac t iv i t ieV.  I  had Ke lsey  as  a  s tudent .  And le t  me ca l l  Ke l  sey  and

try to make a date for  LThi l  son or daughter of  one of  my former students,

he 'd  say ,  " ln le l1 ,  come over .  My secre tary  has  a l l  those fo rms.  Have her

f  i l l  ou t  one  and  we ' l l  cons jder  i t . "  l , r l e11 ,  f rom then  on  I  i us t  qu i t .  I

sa idn  " I  can ' t  do  any th ing . "  Bu t  o f  course  7 fe tse17 /  had  a  b lg  f i gh t  w ' i th

Joe Ray, ,  and Joe Ray bumped h jm out  o f  here .  But  tha t ' s  the  reason I  a lways

l i ked  George l l cCar thy ,  bu t  o thers  tha t  d idn ' t  have my re la t jonsh jp  w i th  George

d idn ' t  I i ke  h im.

1fi-i s

WAS

Penn ing ton  came here ,  as  I  unders tand i t ,  as  a  basketba l l  coach and worked

wa/  up .  I  unders tand he  was te l l ing  Joe Smi ley  what  to  do ,  because he

s t rong w i th  the  Board  o f

I  don ' t  know why ou t  o f

ra ted  f i f teen .  I f  there  were

las t .  And  a lways  1as t ,  j us t

ter)  /The BoardT would say,

In  H ' i s to ry  and Eng l  i sh  we had

/student iJ for  a year,  which

f " i l l ed .  I 'm  no t  b ragg ing- - I

o f fe red  Russ ian  h is to ry  in  a

Regents .

s j x teen  co11eges ,  w€ ,  in  the  sa la ry .sca le ,  a lways

e igh teen,  we were  seventeen.  We ' re  nex t  to  the

be low us ,  was  Pra i r iev ' i ew Negro  Co]1ege .  (Laugh-

' lYour  sa la ry  i s  based upon your  teach ing  load. "

the  b igges t  loads .  I  had as  many as  four  hundred

was a  t remendous load.  My c lasses  were  a lways

guess  I  was  too  easy- -bu t  they  were  f i l l ed .  I

la rge  roon once and I  had to  g rade those papers .
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I  had  a  g rader  fo r  the  f reshman c lass .  But  they  d idn ' t  count  our  / teach ingT

load in  H is to ry  6 long/ ;  tha t  went  fo r  the  who le  co l lege.  Wel l ,  tha t  year

they  pu t  in  the  Nurs jng  Schoo l ,  and the  Nurs ing  Schoo l  averaged /  a ]  two

and a  ha l f  s tudent  teach ing  1oad.  That  b rought  the  who le  co1 ' lege down.  We

didn ' t  ge t  a  ra ise  tha t  year .  So now,  I  guess ,  they 've  go t  a  lo t  o f  money

and they ' re  pay ing  pre t ty  good sa la r ies  up  there .

What  about  the  h is to ry  tnend?

I  don ' t  know.  I  do  know tha t  there  have been t remendous s t r ides  made s ince

I  came here .  We had ds  head o f  the  depar tment  Dr .  t rJa ' l le r ,  and he  d idn ' t  th ink

there was any history except Uni ted States history,  and maybe a course or two

' in  European  h is to ry .  /Bu t  Wa l le r /  d idn ' t  h i re  me.  I  was  h j red  in  Co lumbus ,

Oh io ,  by  l , r | igg ins .

END o f  In te rv iew


	Interview no. 92
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1248905935.pdf.05Ime

