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October 9, 2012

By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

�e Miners’ o�ensive woes contin-
ued as the Southern Methodist Uni-
versity Mustangs shutout UTEP, 17-0 
on Oct. 6 at the Sun Bowl.

�e 1-5 record is the worst start un-
der head coach Mike Price. It is also 
the �rst time since 2002 that the Min-
ers start with that mark.

Senior quarterback Nick Lamaison 
threw two more interceptions in the 
�rst half that aided the Mustangs in 
the win.

“I was particularly disappointed 
with the o�ense. We just didn’t do the 
little things right in key situations,” 
Price said. “You look at the tape and 
it’s never as bad or as good as it seems, 
but we had some opportunities that 
we didn’t take advantage of.”

On a third-and-goal, near the end 
of the �rst quarter, SMU junior quar-
terback Garret Gilbert completed a 
pass to senior Darius Johnson, but 
it was caught out of bounds and the 
Mustangs had to settle for a 19-yard 
�eld goal for a 3-0 lead.

Early in the second quarter the 
Miners were threatening at the SMU 
32-yard line. Lamaison forced a pass 
that was picked o� by junior strong 
safety Daniel Roundtree.

“We weren’t getting the right reads,” 
Price said. “We need to evaluate and 
�nd out what is not working whether 
it is the executing or the play calling.”

Two drives later, Gilbert found se-
nior wide receiver Darius Johnson 
all alone and connected for a 40-yard 
touchdown pass to put the Mustangs 
up 10-0.

Near hal�ime, SMU tried to put the 
game out reach, but Gilbert threw a 
pass right into the hands of UTEP 
freshman strong safety Shane Huhn, 
who got his second interception of 
the season for the Miners.

“We love trying to get o�enses o� 
the �eld,” senior cornerback Drew 
�omas said. “We just need to im-
prove as a team.”

�e momentum was short-lived as 
two plays later, Lamaison threw his 
second interception of the game, se-
nior middle linebacker Ja’Gared Da-
vis returned it 30 yards for the touch-
down to put the game out of reach 
with 1:52 before the half at 17-0.

On the last play of the half SMU 
missed a 48-yard �eld goal and a 
chance to make the game 20-0.

In the second half the UTEP o�ense 
managed to move the ball all the way 
to the Mustangs 11-yard line.

UTEP �nally made its way into the 
red zone, but SMU forced the Miners 
to a �eld goal attempt as sophomore 
kicker Stephen Valadez tried a 28-
yard �eld goal that was blocked by se-
nior Margus Hunt, who obtained his 
17th career block and is now two shy 
of the NCAA record.

On the ensuing Miners posses-
sion, UTEP opted for a fake field 
goal to prevent Hunt from adding 
another block, but the pass from 
junior quarterback Carson Meger to 
sophomore tight end Eric Tomlin-
son was incomplete.

“I don’t think it was a given, but 
we were anticipating it earlier in the 
game,” Jones said. “�ey did what 

they tried to do, they faked a couple 
on us a few years ago, so we were 
hopefully able to defend it and we did 
on that one.”

�e Mustangs would miss two more 
�eld goals through the remainder of 
the game, making the �nal score 17-0 
for SMU.

“We saw some good things, but at 
the same time we got opportunities to 

get better and �ght through it,” Jones 
said. “Hopefully we just keep getting 
better and better.”

�is is the �rst shutout for UTEP 
since they lost 34-0 in 2003 against 
San Diego State and it marked the 
second time in 354 games that a team 
coached by Price was held shutout. 
�e �rst was in 1984, when Price’s 

Miners off to worst start under Price
Football

By AuDrEy wEstcOtt
The Prospector

Storming onto the scene back in 
2009, senior mid�elder, Tess Hall has 
become a dominant force on the soc-
cer �eld both at UTEP and in Confer-
ence USA.

A three-year letter winner, the 
California native is a dynamic player.

Since her time as a freshman, Hall 
has scored 18 goals and completed 
24 career assists, while starting in 
61 out of 64 career matches. She 
currently leads the team with seven 
scores and eight assists.

“My strengths as a player revolve 
around quick passes and how I set up 
the ball for my teammates,” Hall said. 
“Almost like a quarterback, I focus 

on getting everyone set up and read 
the plays that present themselves on 
the �eld.”

Aside from prevailing on the �eld, 
Hall has also maintained a strong 
presence in the classroom as she 
boasts a 4.0 GPA, earning her the ti-
tle of a Scholar-Athlete and a spot on 
the High Honor Roll every semester.

A decorated player, Hall has earned 
many honors such as All C-USA 
�ird Team, C-USA O�ensive Player 
of the Week, C-USA Co-O�ensive 
Player of the Week and three con-
secutive C-USA Academic Medals 
Winner.

“She is like a ‘lead by example’ type 
person,” head coach Kevin Cross said. 
“She does not say a whole lot but ev-
erything she does is �rst class. She 
came in as a starter and has developed 
into just a solid player. She is now a 
leader on this team and is de�nitely a 
di�erence maker.”

Both of her parents being athletes, 
it was only a matter of time until Hall 
found her way to a sport. However, it 
was never expected for that sport to 
be soccer.

“Between both of my parents, they 
played every major sport except soc-
cer and ice hockey, which turned out 
to be the two sports that I just love,” 
Hall said. “It was quite funny actu-
ally. My parents were so confused as 
they knew nothing about soccer. I 
think it was a �yer at my preschool 
that was advertising a soccer league 
that brought my attention to the 
sport, and I just remember being re-
ally excited and really wanting to play. 
I guess you could say it was kind of 
instinctively in me.”

Hall got her start at the early age of 
3, when she joined an all boys team. 

�e only girl out on the �eld until the 
age of 12, Hall became very technical-
ly strong as she worked on developing 
her physical ability to match that of 
her male teammates.

“�ey were so fast and would not 
slow anything down or go easy on 
me just because I was a girl,” Hall 
said. “Because of it I learned to be re-
ally tough in that manner and learned 
how to get my quick touches, and �n-
ish strong because I was not as fast or 
as strong as them so I had to make it 
up with ball skill.”

Playing competitively all her life, 
Hall has experienced many moments 
on a soccer �eld, but said that the 
most memorable involves her UTEP 
family and the team’s chance for the 
2011 C-USA title.

“�e conference tournament last 
year was de�nitely a huge moment 
for me,” Hall said. “We came in as 
the underdog and then to win those 
�rst two games, make it to �nals and 
go as far as we did against Memphis. 
No, we did not win but just to know 
that every single girl gave it their all, 
and battled, I could walk o� that �eld 
knowing we le� it all out there and I 
was very proud of all of us.”

Audrey westcott may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector
SMU’s junior quarterback Garrett Gilbert led the Mustangs to a 17-0 victory over the Miners on Oct. 6 at the Sun Bowl.

soccer

Hall leading by example

JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector
Senior midfielder Tess Hall (5) has helped the Miners to nine wins thus far in 2012 and currenlty lead the team in goals and 
assists.

see PricE on page 8
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STrEak ENdEd
Soccer: THE MINErS dEfEaTEd c-USa fOE aNd PrEvIOUSly 22Nd raNkEd MEMPHIS, 4-1 ON OcT. 7 aT UNIvErSITy 
fIEld. THE TIGErS Had wON 30-STraIGHT MaTcHES IN cONfErENcE.
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