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Football

Pirates raid the Miners
UTEP loses 28-18 to East Carolina in C-USA opener, fall to 1-4
By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector
Lack of execution, a sloppy second
half and turnovers doomed the Miners in their Conference USA debut
against East Carolina, as the Pirates
edged UTEP 28-18 in a game that
was delayed for over an hour due to
weather on Sept. 29 in Greenville
N.C.
“I’m really proud of all of our guys.
We talked about playing on all three
sides of the ball,” ECU head coach
Ruffin McNeill said. “There were
some positive things, there were some
negative things, but it was a win. And
it was a big win—a conference win.
All wins are hard and that was a test
of the team. UTEP played tough competition and we know we took our
best shot.”
On their second drive of the game,
UTEP started from their own 2-yard
line, but the Miners still managed to
drive the ball 98 yards on 12 plays
capping it off with a touchdown pass
from senior quarterback Nick Lamaison to junior wide receiver Jordan
Leslie for the 7-0 first-quarter lead.
The Pirates had a quick response.
Sophomore
quarterback
Shane
Carden called his own number and
ran six yards for the touchdown to tie
the game at seven with 1:26 left in the
first quarter.
After a UTEP field goal, the Pirates responded by driving the ball to
UTEP’s 6-yard line, but the game had
to be delayed due to a thunderstorm

with the score at 10-7. That put a stop
to ECU’s potential scoring drive.
After the 80-minute delay, Carden’s
pass attempt on the first play back,
was intercepted in the end zone by
freshman safety Shan Huhn.
Huhn was starting in place of the
injured senior Richard Spencer.
“That’s tough, you get psyched and
mentally prepared and then we have
to come back out for just about 10
minutes,” McNeill said. “That’s why
I’m so proud of my guys. We started
off really sluggish, but we ended up
putting together some things and I
was really proud of the way it turned
out.”
The Miners failed to convert the
turnover into points, going threeand-out following the interception.
With 12 seconds left in the half,
Carden found sophomore wide receiver Justin Hardy in the edge of the
end zone for a 3-yard touchdown pass
to give the Pirates a 14-10 halftime
lead.
The Pirates then scored 14 unanswered points to begin the second
half. The last touchdown, coming off
a Lamaison interception, placed ECU
in good field position and allowed junior running back Vintavious Cooper
to score on a 24-yard run for a 28-10
fourth-quarter lead.
“We certainly are not in our rhythm
and I don’t know why that is, but we
are certainty going to evaluate it. It
has to do with whom we are playing,” UTEP head coach Mike Price
said. “They are pretty good and I
mean they rank in the top three in

rushing defense and they played better in the secondary. We let a couple
balls go high and they made plays on
them but they could have batted them
down or even recovered them too or
intercepted so give them credit.”
Freshman running back Autrey
Golden returned the ensuing kickoff
96 yards for the touchdown and Lamaison connected with Leslie for the
2-point conversion to put the game
28-18 with 4:39 left in the game.
The Miners recovered the onside
kick in an attempt for a comeback,
but Lamaison was intercepted for a
third time in the quarter, enabling
East Carolina to seal the 28-18 win.
Lamaison, who had played 19 full
quarters without throwing an interception, accounted for four turnovers
against ECU.
With the win, East Carolina is now
4-2 (2-0 in C-USA), and the Miners
dropped to 1-4 (0-1 in C-USA). The
UTEP Miners will be back in El Paso
to face SMU in their last meeting as
conference rivals Oct. 6 at the Sun
Bowl.
“I feel good about this whole team,”
Price said. “Character wise, desire,
commitment, toughness, they played
hard the whole way and both teams
showed the warrior spirit there is no
question about that. I will say the
same thing about their team.”
Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Head coach Mike Price is in his ninth season at UTEP and currently holds a 46-56
record with the Miners. Price’s team is still looking for its first conference win after
falling to East Carolina 28-18 on Sept. 29 in Greenville, N.C.

Home-grown talent coaches physical group
By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector
Robert Rodriguez, former Miner
linebacker and El Paso native, is entering his third season as the linebackers coach, tutoring players at the
position he once played and for which
he earned Western Athletic Conference defensive player of the year honors in 2004.
“He takes a lot of pride in coming
from UTEP,” senior linebacker Josh
Fely said. “That’s why he takes this job
so seriously and that makes us better
not as individuals but as linebackers
too.”
Fely transferred to UTEP from San
Diego Mesa College after two seasons. He led his team in tackles on
both years and earned All-State honors in 2009.
“The coaches, the players, the whole
atmosphere welcomed me with open
arms,” Fely said. “The facilities and all
that was a plus, (head) coach (Mike)
Price and (defensive coordinator)
Patterson sold it to me and my family, in the end it was an easy decision.”
Junior linebacker A.J. Ropati who
was redshirted for the 2011 season,
started his college career at Los Ange-

les Harbor College, and led them to a
Central West Conference championship in 2010, just before transferring
to UTEP.
“The coaches brought me in, they
want to make it a winning tradition
out here, I also came because the
players are like brothers. I am a family
man and I wanted to come and establish a new family and I think I have,”
Ropati said. “It has been an extreme
honor and pleasure to work with
coach Rodriguez, he made me into
a better player, better person. It has
been fun working with him.”
For senior middle linebacker Jamie
Irving, El Paso felt like home, the atmosphere is similar to the one in his
hometown in Riverside, Calif. After
having a stellar 2010 campaign, he
was redshirted in 2011 due to a shoulder injury, but said he’s determined to
make the best of his fifth year with the
Miners. He said he feels honored to
work with his team and coaches.
“He (Rodriguez) wants the best out
of you,” Irving said. “He doesn’t care
whether you can do it or not, he wants
your full effort every play, every time
you do anything.”

see COACHES on page 12
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Linebackers coach Robert Rodriguez tutors one of his players during preseason drills at Camp Socorro.

