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BY JASMINE AGUILERA, ALEJANDRO ALBA &
AMBER WATTS / DESIGN BY DIEGO BURCIAGA

PROTESTORS EXPERIMENT
WITH BLACK BLOC TACTICS

Early in the morning in late April, a young protestor walks
up to the windows of the Bank of America building on Mesa
Street, in Downtown El Paso, across from San Jacinto Plaza.
The young protestor is completely covered from head to toe
to protect his identity. From under his jacket, he pulls out a
can of black spray paint and draws a symbol on the windows
along with the word “die.”

The symbol this protestor has painted on the window of the
bank is a large letter “A” with a circle around it—a symbol
that has become widely known throughout the world as a
representation of a social movement called anarchism.

Anarchist groups have sprung up throughout the country as
an offshoot of the Occupy Wall Street movement. What sets
these anarchist groups apart from the Occupy movement are
the tactics of protest they use to get their message across. Their
method is known as “black bloc,” which involves vandalism,
marches and riots while members dress in black to promote
solidarity. Their form of protest is considered violent by the

police.

The largest, most active anarchist groups can be found in San
Francisco, Oakland, Seattle and New York City. Surprisingly,
El Paso also has its own group known as 915 Anarchy.

“(Occupy El Paso protestors) were out there for months
camping at San Jacinto Plaza and they were doing a good
job, but at a certain point more has to be done to change a

situation,” says a 19-year-old 915 anarchist known as “Maus,”

who wishes to remain anonymous to protect himself from the
police. “Sitting in tents can only accomplish so much.”

The 915 Anarchists are a fairly new group, Maus says. They came
together in late January and began plans to make their group
more widely known. As of now, the group has 20 members.

Maus said that there are different perceptions of anarchism
among the group, but argues that freedom is all they want.
“We all just want to be free,” he says. “So aren’t we all
anarchists?”

Vegan, 21, is another anonymous member of 915 Anarchy,
who also believes that freedom is what they stand for. He
believes that the government’s attempts to control are
overbearing, such as not letting same-sex partners marry and
trying to watch everything one does on the Internet.

“We don’t want to be someone’s property,” says Vegan. “We
don’t want to have people who think that just because

they make more money than us, they should control every
aspect of our life. You don’t have to be an anarchist to see
the inevitable conclusion of complete government. We want
everyone else to realize that they are not free.”

Seeing that Occupy EP’s Facebook page had more
than 4,000 likes and their twitter feeds had over 3,000
followers, the anarchists devised a plan to hack into
Occupy El Paso’s Facebook and Twitter accounts to
promote awareness for their group.

At around midnight on May 2, the anarchists carried out
their plan. They changed Occupy EP’s Twitter page so that
it read: “We are no longer Occupy El Paso. We have nothing
against them and nothing personal. This is just business.”

According to Sergeant Chris Mears, public affairs officer for
the El Paso Police Department, an act of vandalism, depending
on the amount of damage, may at the minimum result in a
class B misdemeanor, which could lead to six months in jail
along with a fine. However, there has been no formal report
filed for the vandalism that occurred at Bank of America.

The EPPD also says the anarchists’ stunts could also
potentially be considered organized crime and criminal

activity, and that by acting together in a group, they could
actually incur additional charges and stiffer penalties.

“WERALLJUST
WANT T0 BE

30 ARENT
WEALL

Maus says he is willing to take the risks involved with being

?”

part of an anarchist group. “When you're truly dedicated to,
well your country in a way, you're okay with it,” he says. “Jail
time is nothing, most of us (protesters outside of El Paso)
have already been to jail for other things involving activism.”

Before Maus got involved with 915 Anarchy he was involved
with Occupy EP. A fellow Occupy EP protestor, David
Fernandez, does not think anarchists” tactics are necessary in
El Paso. “I do believe that at times black bloc tactics might
be necessary, but in this case, in our case now, I don’t think
they have a place,” Fernandez says. “I mean, if they are going
to bulldoze your home or neighborhood for example, and
peaceful protest isn’t working, then by all means defend
yourself and use black bloc.”

Minero Magazine / Fall 2012 19









IC

&)/INERO

MAGAZINE

Mas Noticias
!“"“':33& or Informacion
WWW.KINT.CcOM
Y e (U

/A STALK{RADIO)
¥ EfPASO




	University of Texas at El Paso
	DigitalCommons@UTEP
	10-1-2012

	Minero Magazine, volume XV, Fall 2012
	UTEP Student Publications
	Recommended Citation



