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September 13, 2012

By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

�e Sun Bowl will be hosting the 
90th edition of the Battle of I-10 be-
tween the UTEP Miners and the New 
Mexico State Aggies on Sept. 15.

“It’s a big game, no question, it’s im-
portant for pride between these two 
schools, alumni, fans and communi-
ties. Whether you’re an alumni or fan, 
you want to beat the Aggies,” head 
coach Mike Price said. “It’s important 
for our players to know so they un-
derstand the history of the spade and 
the spittoon. Is that going to help us 
block (defensive end) Donte Savage 
or catch up to their receiver Austin 
Franklin, who is blazing fast? I don’t 
know. But we de�nitely know the im-
portance of this game.”

NM State is looking to sophomore 
quarterback Andrew Manley to keep 
�nding success in the passing game. 

Against the Ohio Bobcats, Manley 
completed 12 of 24 attempts, for a to-
tal of 132 yards, one touchdown and 
one interception Sept. 8 in Athens, 
Ohio. Junior running back Germi 
Morrison obtained 39 yards in only 
seven carries.

“We did what we had to do to pre-
pare ourselves for the game against 
UTEP,” Aggies head coach DeWayne 
Walker said. “Mike Price has a great 
team this year, they are very competi-
tive, it’s going to be a very challenging 
game, and we are going to have our 
hands full.”

�e rivalry dates back to 1914. 
UTEP is trying to avoid its �rst 0-3 
start since 2008, also the last time 
they fell to the Aggies.

�e Aggies (1-1) are seeking their 
�rst win against another FBS pro-
gram. �ey defeated FCS Sacramento 
State 49-19 in Las Cruces and were 
defeated by the Bobcats 51-24.

UTEP’s o�ense has struggled in the 
�rst two weeks of the season, only 
scoring 10 points in each game.

�e Miners opened the season 
against then fourth ranked Oklahoma 
and lost 24-7, before collecting their 

Rivals meet for 90th time
Brass Spittoon, Silver Spade trophies await Battle of I-10 winner

jusTin sTene and aaron monTes / The Prospector
NM State sophomore quarterback andrew manley (top left) will attempt to lead 
the aggies to their first victory over the miners since 2008. uTeP head coach mike 
Price (above) leads the miners out of  the tunnel with his customary pick axe.

Football

Dealing with the invisible crippler
By AuDREy wEStcOtt
The Prospector

Every football season, players gam-
ble with their health and increase 
their chances of injury every time 
they step out onto the �eld. Among 
the most serious injuries they can 
encounter are concussions, which at 
�rst may only produce short-term 
symptoms such as headaches and a 
few minutes of amnesia and later pro-
duce excessive brain trauma.

A concussion is the result of an 
impact that rapidly accelerates one’s 
head, causing the brain to strike 
the inner skull multiple times.  
�e severity of concussions are rated 
on a three-level grading scale, with 
e�ects ranging from post traumatic 
amnesia with no loss of conscious to 
loss of consciousness for more than 
�ve minutes, and amnesia for more 
than 24 hours.

Identifying the underestimated 
severity of concussions, the Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Association 
passed a set of guidelines in April of 
2010.

�e guidelines presented college 
sports team with a concussion man-
agement plan, which included that all 
athletes must be informed of concus-
sion symptoms at the start of each 
season, sign a statement agreeing 
to report concussion-related symp-
toms to the medical sta� and that 
athletes cannot return to play until a 
team of doctors clears them to par-
ticipate once the symptoms have been 
resolved.

With the new guidelines in place, 
42 league concussions were reported 
during the 2010-2011 season com-
pared to the 23 concussions reported 
in the previous season. 

“�ankfully, I have never experi-
enced a concussion, but I have seen 
a couple of players, who have,” senior 
center Eloy Atkinson said. “�eir re-
actions are usually dizziness and awk-
ward movements. You can just tell 
they are not all there.”

According to the Center for Disease 
Control, all football players have a 75 
percent chance to obtain a concus-
sion because of an estimated 900 to 
1,500 blows to the head they will re-
ceive during a season.

Junior defensive lineman Germard 
Reed said he’s had to sit out two 
games due to a concussion.

“At the time of each concussion I 
could not really remember a lot and 
had many headaches,” Reed said. “I 
was scared because it is really alarm-
ing how you can bang your head, and 
lose memory like that. Concussions 
can really hurt someone mentally and 
physically but I love the game so I take 
my chances and continue to play.”

Understanding the seriousness of 
concussions, UTEP gives all players a 
test before the start of every season.

“I think it is everyone’s job to look 
out for concussions, the players, the 
coaches and the doctors,”head coach 
Mike Price said. A concussion is such 
a serious problem, there are so many 
symptoms that they have and you 
can usually tell, so we have to go that 
extra step to ensure the safety of our 
players.”

At UTEP, when players are diag-
nosed with a concussion they must 
complete a week long screening, con-
structed with memory tests. �e im

aaron monTes / The Prospector
Senior safety DeShawn Grayson (2) upends an oklahoma ball carrier during the 
season opener sept. 1 at the sun Bowl. Treating concussions have become a focal 
point for the sport of  football at every level, amateur or professional.

see RiVAlS on page 8

see cRiPPlER on page 8

“Whether you’re an 
alumni or fan, you want 

to beat the Aggies,”

- Mike Price, UTEP head coach.

BaTTle of i-10
Soccer: uTeP defeaTs nm sTaTe 2-1 To wraP uP Preseason schedule sePT. 12 in las cruces. 
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