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Students

Low
retention
rate leads
to study

BY ROBERT BROWN AND
LORAIN WATTERS

The Prospector

Twenty-year-old Martin Sandoval
spends his days working as a sous-
chef at El Cometa Restaurant, al-
though he wishes he could be attend-
ing college.

Sandoval was studying music and
education before he dropped out of
school last year because of his family’s
financial struggles.

“I dropped out simply because
of the turning economy,” Sandoval
said. “As the child of a single par-
ent, I had to help my mom out with
expenses and such. It was all just
a series of unfortunate events that
took place that had me take on this
new responsibility”

Sandoval is one of the 27 percent
of freshman students at UTEP that
do no continue their education after
their first year.

In the past five years, only 73 per-
cent of freshmen at UTEP continue
their education after their first year,
while 62 percent of sophomores con-
tinued on to their junior year. Ac-
cording to Josefina Tinajero, dean of
the College of Education, these low
retention rates spurred the dean, fac-
ulty and students from the College of
Education to initiate a two-year proj-
ect that will look at the factors that
cause freshmen and sophomores to
leave UTEP.

“I was really shocked to see the
retention or attrition rates of fresh-
men and sophomore students,’
Tinajero said.

During their research, several
key factors were identified that
have impeded first-time, full-time
freshmen and sophomore students.
These factors included low grades,
low rankings in high school and
the fact that many of the students
were also full-time workers. An-
other factor involved problems with
transportation.

“I think students drop out for many
reasons, obviously, Sandoval said.
“Whether it be financial issues, family
issues or maybe a simple not knowing
what they want”

Using data from 2006-2011, Tinaje-
ro and her team applied for and re-
ceived a grant to initiate Project
SUCCESS (Striving for Undergradu-
ate Coordinated and Comprehensive
Enhanced Student Support). The
project received $182,000 from the
Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Pub-
lic Grant Program.

The COE team also found that the
retention figures for the college were
even lower than those for UTEP. The
numbers showed that approximately
69 percent of freshmen, who declared
education as their principle major,
continued on to their sophomore

see RETENTION on page 3
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Campus life
Student

organization
Crosses
international
boundaries

BY REBECCA GUERRERO

The Prospector

After noticing the issues international
students face after graduation, pre-busi-
ness majors Maria Fernandez Fiscal, ju-
nior, David Garcia, junior, and Rodolfo
Vazquez, senior, created Vision México,
anew campus organization.

“The idea came up because we as
founders believe that there are many
other students like us who want to go
back to Mexico and succeed in the
workforce,” Fernandez said. “Howev-
er, as the time passes, we sometimes
lose connections back in our coun-
try while being here. So we thought,
why not implement something new
to the university that did not only en-
courage us to find the ideal job in the
United States, but in Mexico too?”

Visién México is meant to address
the issue of international students no
longer having permission to reside in
the U.S. once their student visa expires.

“Each year it seems as if there are
fewer opportunities for international
graduate students to obtain a work
visa,” said Paloma Pelayo, sophomore
communication major and member
of the organization. “Visién México
supports, encourages and motivates
Mexican students in their search for a
job in Mexico”

The organization aims to become
the liaison between UTEP interna-
tional students and various compa-
nies, both local and international,
operating in Mexico by implementing
an internal job bank. The organiza-
tion also hopes to provide informa-
tion about programs that enable in-
ternational students to legally work
in the US. through post graduation
programs such as Occupational Prac-
tical Training and Curricular Practi-
cal Training, which are specifically for
international students.

“We can share the knowledge we
are receiving with others who did not
have the chance to study in the Unit-
ed States,” Fernandez said. “There are
many offices and workshops focus-
ing primarily on helping the current
UTEP students apply for an intern-
ship in the States, but there aren’t any
caring about those successful Mexi-
can students who want to go back to
their country, so we want to change
that”

As the founders of Vision Méxi-
co have discovered, creating a new
campus organization requires a fair
amount of work.

“We didn't have a name to start
with,” Fernandez said. “We had the
idea but it was missing structure and
setting the main objectives wasn't
easy.

Fernandez said plans for the organi-
zation began in early summer.

see ORGANIZATION on page 4



PAGE 2

@ September 13, 2012

you think?

@) 'his week's poll question:
& i1l you be attending the NM

State vs. UTEP football game?

vote at WWW.UTEPPROSPECTOR.COM

pe rspechve Y —

Column

Failuretoimpress

BY ALEJANDRO ALBA

The Prospector

0

Its just longer
and thinner—that’s
what she said...just

; kidding.
—:—/' The new iPhone
\ ) does not have

much to impress
the millions of fans
Apple has. Sure, the
phone has a 4” retina display and a
faster wireless connection, but aside
from that there are not any big origi-
nal advancements.

I think they might have even copied
Samsung with the photo sharing func-
tion the Galaxy SIII has. That left me
thinking, who's copying who now? I'm
sure Samsung won't hire a lawyer and
sue them for that. Or maybe they will.

The slogan is a bit unoriginal as
well, “The biggest thing to happen to
iPhone since iPhone” It really doesn’t
say much. I was expecting something
that was truly big and innovative.
Maybe a phone that had a see through
screen that created holograms just
like the one in the fake video that was

going around the web. Well, maybe
that’s a little extreme, but I did want
to see some sort of huge leap in tech-
nology, not just a few upgrades.

All the things mentioned above
can be debatable, but the one thing
that will be a real pain for everyone
is the new connector they are calling
“Lightning” A new phone just means
a new case, but a new dock connector
means new equipment, from chargers
to stationary stereos.

The pricing for the highly anticipat-
ed device actually wasn't bad. I thought
it would be an outrageous amount of
money since it came from Apple. Sur-
prisingly, with a contract renewal the
most you will spend is $399—cheap,
right?—if you get the 64GB. Without a
contract, well, you might as well chop-
off your hand and sell it, because the
price will be over $600.

With that in mind, I honestly think
it’s better to just buy the 4S that is now
$99 or even free. You wont only save
money, but you will also save yourself
the trouble of buying an adapter in
order to connect the phone to every
Apple product you own.

Alejandro Alba may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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year and only 57 percent of sopho-
mores returned for their junior year.

Within the COE, the team identi-
fied the fact that while many of the
students interacted with faculty dur-
ing new student orientations, those
students had no further interaction
until their junior year. Education stu-
dents are routinely advised by coun-
selors at the Academic Advising Cen-
ter and do not get advised by COE
faculty until their junior year.

Through the grant, the team is
looking at methods to support fresh-
men and sophomores and to establish
ways for COE to intervene in the lives
of the students in a more positive and
direct manner.

“We felt that our college and our
staff and our faculty needed to be
engaged in the lives of students that
were at the freshmen and sophomore
levels)” Tinajero said.

The COE is striving to provide
freshmen and sophomores with a
more fulfilling experience during
their first two years of college. The
team is following up with students
who participated in the new student
orientation this summer and, with
new intervention strategies in place,
the COE is also reaching out to soph-
omores and seeking to help more stu-
dents to stay in college.

The team plans to use mentoring
workshops in order to support and
help students as well as to acquire
research data. The workshops are
designed to teach students stress and
time management skills as well as
study skills.

Doctoral and master’s students,
whose research is centered on stu-
dent success and retention of stu-
dents, are collecting data about the
strategies used as well as getting
feedback from students who have
dropped out of college.

“We had already been working here
under another project for about a
year, so Dr. (Judith) Munter (associ-
ate dean of the College of Education)

asked us if wed like to be a part of
the project. So we started working on
the IRB Proposal this summer to see
what we were going to do with this,”
said Diana Mendez, education gradu-
ate student.

Tinajero also said the project will
feature graduate student mentors, who
will guide and advise COE underclass-
men. The major difficulty they have
faced thus far is recruiting students
and getting the word out. They have
been sending emails and calling stu-
dents to inform them about the sup-
port system that is being developed.

The COE is working with other
departments at the university such
as the UTEP Writing Center and the
Women’s Resource Center to help
provide support for these students.

“Unfortunately, a lot of students
don’t know about the resources we
have here at UTEP and we have a lot)”
Mendez said. “We want to increase
our retention rates. Unfortunately
some students don't feel the support
that they should feel and so they tend
to drop out. So we want to provide
them with support”

Sandoval said he does want to re-
turn to school soon.

“If anything, having that time off
and experiencing the world, as I have,
has given me a much clearer view of
what lies outside,” he said. “It’s been
about a year since I've been out of
school and things have gotten much
better since and I am planning on go-
ing back with a stronger mind and a
stronger attitude. I now know what I
want to do and try”

Sandoval plans on focusing on
computer and software programming
when he returns to the university. He
also wants to continue with his inter-
est in music.

Robert Brown ond Lorain Watters may be reached of
prospector@utep.edu.

Paving New Roads,

Achieming Ouistanding S'TEM teaclhing

Local Education Agencies
Partnership Grant

Are you currently teaching or want to teach in areas of
Science, Technology, Engineering or Math(STEM)?

UTEP has been awarded a grant to
collaborate with school districts and
El Paso Community College in
producing and better preparing STEM

K-12 teachers.

We can assist you with tuition fees for the following
« Bachelor in Multidisciplinary Studies (STEM field)
« Bachelor of Science Engineering Leadership emphasis

Teacher Engineers
The College of Engineering and Education
have created 5 pathways by offering new
degree programs in Engineering with
Teacher Certification.
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Attention all

Advertising &
Marketing

Jumpstart
your career
by gaining sales

experience

For more information, contact:

Joseph Ramos,
College of Engineering
josepra@utep.edu » (915)747-7999

& Education in progress
« M. Ed_Instructional Specialist Interdisciplinary
Studies
- M.Ed. Instructional Specialist Science Education
+ M.Ed. Instructional Specialist Math Education
- M.Ed. Instructional Specialist in Technology
« Master of Science Engineering with Teacher
Certification in progress
+ Master of Science Engineering- Assessment &
Evaluation in progress
« UTEP's Alternative Teaching Certification Program
The LEAP Grant will award $3,000*
per person for tuition towards our
Alternative Teacher Certification
Program, and/ or an undergraduate
or graduate degree in a STEM field of
study. Each teacher program will be
tailored to individual and district’s
needs. A three-year teaching
commitment and successful
completion of all coursework will be
required.*

*Note: This grant may be combined with other
grants to maximize financial assistance,

LEAP Grant participants
will be assigned a new iPad3 to
facilitate program participation.

Work with business owners

For more information, contact:
Michele C. Williams M. Ed,,
College of Education, Rm.210
mcwilliams2@utep.edu « (915)747-5497

Pick up your application at 105 Union Bldg. East.
Submit your application with an unofficial copy of your transcript and resume.
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JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector
David Garcia, president of Vision México, spoke at a launch event held Sept. 12 at the Templetion suite in Union Building East.
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ow your Miner pride on Friday, September 14

tind you could win a pair of tickets to the game!l

Be one of the first four UTEP students to show
up at the Office of Student Publications
wearing your orange UTEP t-shirt to win

T Must be a current UTEP student to parficipate

T Only the first four UTEP students to show up will win

T Must be wearing an orange UTEP tshirt

T Students need to present their valid Miner Gold Card

105 Union East.

utepprospector.com

Business Hours

' (915) 747.7434 8:00am - 5:00pm

T Each of the first four students will be given a pair of fickets

ORGANIZATION from page 1

The group met with political sci-
ence professor Irasema Coronado who
helped them organize their thoughts
and put them in contact with people
who might be interested in participat-
ing. The group has steadily increased
from three to 14 active members and
they are currently recruiting more
members during Saturday meetings.
Their goal now is promoting the orga-
nization and getting their message out.

According to Pelayo, the organi-
zation has already held a successful
fundraiser. A launch event was also
held on Sept. 12.

“We count on the support of UTEP
President Diana Natalicio, the Uni-
versity Career Center, the Office of
International Programs, and profes-
sors Dr. Contreras from the Col-
lege of Engineering and Dr. Irasema
Coronado from the Department of
Political Science;” Pelayo said.

According to the founders, they are
excited about Visién México not only
because they have been receiving so
much positive feedback from stu-
dents, who share the desire of going
back to Mexico after graduation, but
because they view it as their contribu-
tion to UTEP’s centennial celebration.

THE PROSPECTOR
September 13, 2012

“In this short period that Visién
Meéxico was created we found a lot
of altruistic, exceptional, entrepre-
neurial and passionate people,” said
Garcia, president of the organization.
“I've always thought that the engine
that keeps the world spinning is any-
thing that makes people passionate
about something, and thats when
amazing things happen. Vision Méxi-
co is integrated by very passionate
people. That is why I strongly believe
that we can make a difference with
this organization”

Fiscal also believes that Visién
Meéxico is their opportunity to make
a change within Mexico.

“Going back is not a failure, on the
contrary it means being brave enough
to confront the situation that Mexico is
living in now, and being brave enough
to do a little for our country and not
complain about the negative things
but try to change them,” Fernandez
said.

Students interested in joining
can go to minetrackerutep.edu/
organization/VisionMexico.

Rebecca Guerrero may be reached of prospector@uiep.edu.

of the 14th.

Date for announcement of 2012
Distinguished Alumni set

UTEP and the Alumni Association have chosen
individuals who have strived to better their community
through hard work and inspired fellow colleagues and
students with their achievements. The naming of the
Distinguished Alumni and Gold Nuggets will be officially
announced during Homecoming Week 2012, the week
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BY MARIO SIMENTAL

The Prospector

With the collaboration between
the El Paso Community Foundation
and Arenas Entertainment of Los
Angeles, the premiere of “Bless Me,
Ultima” will take place Sept. 17 in El
Paso’s Plaza Theatre.

“Bless Me, Ultima” is an adapta-
tion of the Chicano novel written by
New Mexico native Rudolfo Anaya.
The story is set in World War II and
follows a boy and a curandera (medi-
cine woman) as they attempt to make
sense of the battle between good and
evil in their village.

According to Julie Talwater, EPCF
program officer, El Paso was selected
as the premiere city based on its mar-
ket size, the Plaza Theatre as a venue
and the cities affinity for the novel.

“I enjoyed Anayas ability to de-
scribe place, people and culture in a
vivid manner. It is a lovely story of
growing up, faith and family,” Talwa-
ter said. “(Premiering the film here)
brings attention to the fact that El
Paso is recognized for its support of
arts and culture and that our histor-

ment-
V,.

A CELEBRATION OF COMIC

BOOK CULTURE

ANDREA ACOSTA
The Prospector

Coming back for its third year,
EpCon 2012 will be held at the El
Paso Convention Center on Sept.
14-16, bringing the El Paso and
Ciudad Juérez region a high level
of entertainment with superheroes
and famous comic icons.

Julian Lawler, one of the own-
ers of EpCon and a UTEP gradu-
ate, said that he and his team have
been working very hard to make
this year’s EpCon bigger and better.
He said they have made new imple-
mentations that will attract a broad-
er audience and surpass last year’s
attendance of 6,000 people.

“EpCon has radically improved
over the years,” Lawler said. “We
had an attendance of 1,200 people
in 2010 at the Wyndham Hotel, but
this year we are expecting a lot more
people to come””

Lawler said that this year, Ep-
Con has teamed up with Qello
Network in order to televise the
event and share it with people
who can’t make it.

“We are very excited about this
new implementation to EpCon,
Lawler said. “Qello will make a two
hour video and sell it for only $1.99
on iTunes, for anyone that is inter-
ested in purchasing it”

Another addition to EpCon 2012
is the recent collaboration with
FEA Merchandising.

“We were able to sign a deal with
FEA Merchandising, who handles
some of the best known artist such

as Nirvana and Foo Fighters)

Lawler said. “They will be distribut-
ing all our brand shirts to markets
such as Wal-Mart and Hot Topic”

Denisse Nunez, co-owner of Ep-
Con, said that they have been orga-
nizing the event since last year.

“It is a very tiring but exhila-
rating process,” Nunez said. “We
literally started working on this
year’s EpCon from the moment
EpCon 2011 ended, we have been
very busy”

About 30 volunteers will be
helping with EpCon. One of the
groups will be in charge of filming
the event, from the moment of
set-up at 9 a.m. Sept.14 at Basset
Place to the last bit of activity on
Sept. 16.

Anilu freshman
graphic design major will help vid-

Dominguez,

eotape the event.

“This will be my first year attend-
ing EpCon, so I'm really excited,
Dominguez said. “Although I won't
have time to fully interact during
the con, mostly because I will help
cover the event, I'm really looking
forward to the concerts”

Luis Muiiz, junior creative writ-
ing major will also be filming over
100 hours of footage. He said that
although his job takes a lot of re-
sponsibility, he likes that he is in

charge of it.

see EPCON on page 6

“l think the novel
retains elements
that are very
realistic and
capable of being
enacted.”

- Sergio Ramos,
senior music education major

ic Plaza Theatre is a source of great
things for the region?”

The Plaza Theatre’s recent rank of
31 on Pollstar’s list of performing arts
facilities, along with the success of
the Plaza Classic Film Festival, had
an impact in encouraging the film’s
producer’s to premiere the film in El
Paso, according to Talwater.

Jacqueline Aleman, senior art edu-
cation major, was captivated by the

see ULTIMA on page 6

BRANDY POSADA / The Prospector
(Left) The still from the film shows Ultima, a curandera, and Antonio, a young kid trying to contend with the battle

between good and evil in his village.

(Right) The Plaza Theater will be hosting the premiere of “Bless Me, Ultima"“ on Sept. 17.
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ULTIMA from page 5

novel’s spirituality and culture.
She said she grew up reading Ana-
ya’s novel.

“I believe that the Hispanic culture
is keen in spirituality and folklore,
Aleman said. “This region has a his-
torical and beautiful past which re-
lates to the setting of the book”

According to Aleman, “Bless Me,
Ultima” is for people who love a
story that’s rich with symbolism
and mysticism.

Bridgette Montgomery, senior
English and American literature ma-
jor, said it’s a great idea to make the
film since it would bring to life a lot
of the imagery from the book.

“I think that it (‘Bless Me, Ultima)
premiering here in El Paso is a good
way to bring this story to more peo-
ple because not everyone has time
to sit and read,” Montgomery said.
“This is something that is familiar
to us and seeing it in a film makes
us realize things we don't see about a
culture that is familiar to us”

The film was written and directed
by Carl Franklin, his credits include
the Denzel Washington thriller
“Out of Time” (2009) and episodes
from the HBO series “Rome” and
“The Pacific”

Many students such as Sergio Ra-
mos, senior music education major,
relate to the story and are looking

forward to the film. According to
Ramos, El Paso is a good location for
this movie to be premiered because a
great percentage of the population is
Hispanic and are able, more or less, to
connect with the material of the text.

“I think the novel retains elements
that are very realistic and capable
of being enacted, Ramos said. “If
the novel is recreated adequately it
should make a fine film”

The red carpet premiere on Sept.
17 will be a private event, but the film
will open in theaters around El Paso
Sept. 21.

Mario Simentol may be reached of prospecior@uiep.edu.

El Paso’s BIGGEST Job Fair!
September 25, 2012 9am-6pm

Judson F. Williams Convention Center

887-2600

An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program.
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“It can be a very tiring process, es-
pecially having to edit it;” Muiiz said.
“But what makes it worthwhile is see-
ing the final product”

Celebrities slotted to make appear-
ances include Tyler Mane (X-Men,
Halloween), Dave Prowse (Star Wars),
and Walter Jones and Eric Roberts.

The bands performing include Hit
the Lights, Forever Came Calling,
Gentlemen, When Odds Get Even
and Terror Eyes, among others.

“This will be my third time attend-
ing EpCon,” said Roberto Carbajal,
junior financial analyst major. “All T
can say is that it has been improving
(throughout) the years, getting bigger
and with a lot more variety”

Carbajal has also attended San Di-
egos Comic Con, which took place
July 12-15. Carbajal said he mainly
attends these conventions because he
likes collecting any type of comic art,
autographs and pictures.

EpCon 2012 will have a masquer-
ade on Sept. 13 at Tricky Falls. They
will also have the annual CosPlay
(costume play) Contest, with McKen-
zie Westmore as the judge.

Ruben Rascon, senior electronic
media major, has not only participat-
ed in the CosPlay the past two years,
but has also contributed in the cre-
ation and design of a new character
called Sonic Man.
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“After three previous drafts, the
product was finalized on January 25,
2007 Rascon said. “T designed the
costume using a lot of myself in the
creation of the character”

Rascon said that coming up with an
original idea and watch it come to life
was a very exciting process.

Other events at the convention
include two game rooms, one spon-
sored by Best Buy and the other by
Daxie Bay Toys, and a large number
of exhibitors, authors, film and televi-
sion stars as well as vendors.

“We are thrilled to have the sup-
port of downtown, promoting us
through their Facebook page,” Lawl-
er said. “As a result, the event was
shared 17 times with four people re-
lated to the EpCon group?”

Attendees are invited to the launch
party that will take place at 6 p.m. Sept.
14 at The Garden and the after party
at 9 p.m Sept. 15 at The Hoppy Monk.

Tickets may be purchased at Tick-
etmaster or at the door the day of the
event. Tickets are $35 for a three-day
pass, which includes “Preview Night”
Individual tickets are $40 for Saturday
and $25 for Sunday.

For more information, visit ep-con.
blogspot.com.

Andrea Acosta may be reached ot prospector@utep.edu.

EPCON 2012 EVENT SCHEDULE

EpCon Preview
Sept. 14
6 p.m.to 9 p.m.

Official Launch Party at The Garden

EpCon Launches
Sept. 15
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sept. 14
9 pm.toZ2am.

EpCon After Party at the Hoppy Monk

Event Closure
Sept. 16
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sept. 15
9 p.m.to 2 am.

EMPLOYMENT

To advertise call (915) 747-5161 or email prospectorclass@utep.edu

FOR RENT

BRAIN ZONE

The Prospector is now
hiring for the following
student position:
Advertising Representative
Pick up your application
today at:

105 Union East or call
(915) 747-7434

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Local ads: i 40¢
Local business...........c..ccco..... 45¢
Out of town business............. 60¢
Bold or caps.......occoveevvuneeenee 15¢

UTERP students, faculty
staff and alumini members....30¢

Studio apartment
for rent.
Private entrance,
kitchen, bathroom,
office space.
$475/monthly &
$175 deposit
includes:
water+ electricity
7 minute drive to UTEP,
6 month contract,
(915) 474-3844

ADVERTISE HERE

CALL:
(915) 747-5161

BRAIN ZONE

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 25 mins.
ARIM[SISTPTA[ TN 1M
LIOJA|IMBEO|R|G|Y UIM|A
A|P(R|I'|L|F|O|O]|L N{T|L
S|E|X|T|E|T E[VIE[N|T
e BREEE
G|A|IM|YBEO|A[R LIU|R[K
| |D|A PIT|L G|A|P
J0NE BBE BBEE
AREEER BE
O|B|E|S|E A|S|T|R|AlY
Flo[RIMM|A[R[CIH[H[AR[E
FIA|R PILIUMBRU|T|!I|L
3N BO0OE BE0n
Answers to 09-11-12

3 Weekly SUDOKU k
by Linda Thistle
4 7 1
7 2 4
3 1 9 1
1 7|9 4
S 4| 8
8 5 2
2|8 5 ‘»
Q | = 5| |7
4 3 6
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
4 DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: * % %
* Moderate * * Challenging 5
* * * HOO BOY!
1 2012 King Features Synd., Inc




BATTLE OF I-10
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SOCCER: UTEP DEFEATS NM STATE 2-1 TO WRAP UP PRESEASON SCHEDULE SEPT. 12 IN LAS CRUCES.
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editor
Daniel Ornelas, 747-7445

ny

i —

BY EDWIN DELGADO

The Prospector

The Sun Bowl will be hosting the
90th edition of the Battle of I-10 be-
tween the UTEP Miners and the New
Mexico State Aggies on Sept. 15.

“It’s a big game, no question, it’s im-
portant for pride between these two
schools, alumni, fans and communi-
ties. Whether you’re an alumni or fan,
you want to beat the Aggies,” head
coach Mike Price said. “It’s important
for our players to know so they un-
derstand the history of the spade and
the spittoon. Is that going to help us
block (defensive end) Donte Savage
or catch up to their receiver Austin
Franklin, who is blazing fast? I don’t
know. But we definitely know the im-
portance of this game”

L, " S

NM State is looklng to sophomore
quarterback Andrew Manley to keep
finding success in the passing game.

Against the Ohio Bobcats, Manley
completed 12 of 24 attempts, for a to-
tal of 132 yards, one touchdown and
one interception Sept. 8 in Athens,
Ohio. Junior running back Germi
Morrison obtained 39 yards in only
seven carries.

“We did what we had to do to pre-
pare ourselves for the game against
UTEP” Aggies head coach DeWayne
Walker said. “Mike Price has a great
team this year, they are very competi-
tive, it's going to be a very challenging
game, and we are going to have our
hands full”

The rivalry dates back to 1914.
UTEP is trying to avoid its first 0-3
start since 2008, also the last time
they fell to the Aggies.

“Whether you're an
alumni or fan, you want
to beat the Aggies,”

- Mike Price, UTEP head coach.

The Aggies (1-1) are seeking their
first win against another FBS pro-
gram. They defeated FCS Sacramento
State 49-19 in Las Cruces and were
defeated by the Bobcats 51-24.

UTEP’s offense has struggled in the
first two weeks of the season, only
scoring 10 points in each game.

The Miners opened the season
against then fourth ranked Oklahoma
and lost 24-7, before collecting their

see RIVALS on page 8

e

JUSTIN STENE AND AARON MONTES / The Prospector
NM State sophomore quarterback Andrew Manley (top left) will attempt to lead
the Aggies to their first victory over the Miners since 2008. UTEP head coach Mike
Price (above) leads the Miners out of the tunnel with his customary pick axe.

Foothall

Dealing with

BY AUDREY WESTCOTT

The Prospector

Every football season, players gam-
ble with their health and increase
their chances of injury every time
they step out onto the field. Among
the most serious injuries they can
encounter are concussions, which at
first may only produce short-term
symptoms such as headaches and a
few minutes of amnesia and later pro-
duce excessive brain trauma.

A concussion is the result of an
impact that rapidly accelerates one’s
head, causing the brain to strike
the inner skull multiple times.
The severity of concussions are rated
on a three-level grading scale, with
effects ranging from post traumatic
amnesia with no loss of conscious to
loss of consciousness for more than
five minutes, and amnesia for more
than 24 hours.

Identifying the underestimated
severity of concussions, the Nation-
al Collegiate Athletic Association
passed a set of guidelines in April of
2010.

The guidelines presented college
sports team with a concussion man-
agement plan, which included that all
athletes must be informed of concus-
sion symptoms at the start of each
season, sign a statement agreeing
to report concussion-related symp-
toms to the medical staff and that
athletes cannot return to play until a
team of doctors clears them to par-
ticipate once the symptoms have been
resolved.

With the new guidelines in place,
42 league concussions were reported
during the 2010-2011 season com-
pared to the 23 concussions reported
in the previous season.

“Thankfully, I have never experi-
enced a concussion, but I have seen
a couple of players, who have,” senior
center Eloy Atkinson said. “Their re-
actions are usually dizziness and awk-
ward movements. You can just tell
they are not all there”

According to the Center for Disease
Control, all football players have a 75
percent chance to obtain a concus-
sion because of an estimated 900 to
1,500 blows to the head they will re-
ceive during a season.

the invisible crlppler

Junior defensive lineman Germard
Reed said he’s had to sit out two
games due to a concussion.

“At the time of each concussion I
could not really remember a lot and
had many headaches,” Reed said. “I
was scared because it is really alarm-
ing how you can bang your head, and
lose memory like that. Concussions
can really hurt someone mentally and
physically but I love the game so I take
my chances and continue to play”

Understanding the seriousness of
concussions, UTEP gives all players a
test before the start of every season.

“I think it is everyone’s job to look
out for concussions, the players, the
coaches and the doctors,”head coach
Mike Price said. A concussion is such
a serious problem, there are so many
symptoms that they have and you
can usually tell, so we have to go that
extra step to ensure the safety of our
players.”

At UTEP, when players are diag-
nosed with a concussion they must
complete a week long screening, con-
structed with memory tests. The im

see CRIPPLER on page 8
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AARON MONTES / The Prospector
Senior safety DeShawn Grayson (2) upends an Oklahoma ball carrier during the
season opener Sept. 1 at the Sun Bowl. Treating concussions have become a focal
point for the sport of football at every level, amateur or professional.
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A new game day experience

BY FRANKIE RODRIGUEZ

The Prospector

In hopes of creating a better game
day experience and in an attempt to
restore the decreased fan attendance
since the tailgating changes made af-
ter 2010, UTEP modified their rules
for the highly anticipated matchup
against ranked opponent Oklahoma
Sept. 1 and beyond.

“The experience tailgating this year
was a lot of fun. My friends and I were
just hanging out by the Magoffin Au-
ditorium, drinking and then we went
to the game,” said Ivy Herrera, junior
health promotion major. “This tail-
gate was kind of a big deal because we
were playing Oklahoma and of course
it was the first game of the season.
You could tell everyone was pumped
and excited for it. After I went to the
Cincinnati block party, but there were
alot of Oklahoma fans”

With an addition of the Game Day
Zone located at the center of campus,
fans have something to look forward
to that was not a part of the tailgating
experience from last year.

The set up includes games for chil-
dren, live music and other forms of
entertainment for students, alumni
and the casual fan.

With some of the leniency restored
for tailgaters, most fans agreed that
tailgating seems to be headed in the
direction of what it once used to be.

For seniors Jerry Rodriguez and
Bryan Mata, both lower division me-

chanical engineering majors, the new
rules add excitement to the game day
experience.

“I agree that they needed to do
something to bring back tailgating
on campus. Especially since tailgat-
ing is part of the game to us football
fans,” Rodriguez said. “I remember
the game against the Longhorns a few
years back. Now that was the best tail-
gating inside the campus anyone has
ever seen. That was tailgating”

The tailgate seemed to be a success
with all the fans in attendance on the
inside of campus. Some of these tail-
gaters were even generous enough to
offer some chicken.

“I am having a great time here)
Mata said. “All my friends are here
along with some beer and food. There
is nothing better than tailgating like
this waiting for the season opener”

Some of the tailgaters were giving
their predictions to the final score
of the game for the opening game
against the Sooners Sept. 1.

“Everyone here doesnt seem to
think we even stand a chance against
Oklahoma. I'm not sure if I do either,
but I don’t want to hear that,” Rodri-
guez said prior to the game against
Oklahoma. “T'm hoping that home
field advantage will play a big part
in this game and that we can hang in
there with a ranked Oklahoma team.”

The Miners came close, keeping
the score within three points to begin
the fourth quarter, until the Sooners
pulled away to eventually win 24-7.

JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector
UTEP students engage in the pregame festivities of tailgating in and around the university prior to the season opener against
Oklahoma Sept. 1.

Nonetheless, students enjoyed
the return of tailgating to the UTEP
campus, taking advantage of the new
rules.

“It was a lot of fun. We actually did
a tailgate before the game and after
the game so we just hung out with
family and friends. We cooked steak
and burgers and some of my family
members drank, I am not old enough
to drink;” said Vivian Mora, freshman
forensic science major. “It was very
peaceful, we were right in outside of
the Sun Bowl. Right after the game
my family was a little buzzed so we
came out and grilled some more and
we hung out there probably until one
in the morning”

Frankie Rodriguez may be reached ot prospecior@utep.edu.

“l agree that they needed
to do something to

bring back tailgating on
campus. Especially since
tailgating is part of the
game to us football fans.”

- Jerry Rodriguez, senior lower div.
mechanical engineering major

RIVALS from page 7

second loss of the season in Ox-
ford, Miss. against the Ole Miss Reb-
els 28-10 a week later.

Against Oklahoma the Miners
were able to run the football for
more than 200 yards, but only had 48
passing.

Sophomore running back Nathan
Jeffery was sidelined due to a groin
injury and his absence was felt as the
Miners only carried the ball for 37
yards on 30 attempts against Ole Miss.

The good news for UTEP is that
the passing game was much better,
the Miners completed 27 of their 40
attempts for 274 yards, one touch-
down and one interception, and are
now hoping Jeffery can recover on
time for this week’s game.

UTEP currently holds a three-
game win streak over the Aggies, but
the last time the rivals from Las Cru-

ces defeated the Miners was in 2008
in El Paso.

The home team has won 11 of the
past 15 meetings and both teams
seem eager to collect the Silver Spade
and the Brass Spittoon trophies
awarded to the winner.

“Our strategy is to just go out and
play the game. Go hard get physi-
cal and make sure it’s a good game,’
junior defensive lineman Germard
Reed said. “This rivalry means a lot.
We are really close to each other, may-
be 30 minutes apart. I want to win by
all means. Whatever it takes I want to
win and hopefully we go out play fast,
put up a good game and win.”

The Aggies will officially abandon
the Western Athletic Conference and
will play as a football independent in
2013.

Edwin Delgado may be reached of prospector@utep.edv.

CRIPPLER from page 7

pact tests focus on a player’s re-
membrance of specific sequences.

All players must successfully pass
the screening before they are cleared
to play again. Failure to pass will result
in another week exempt from play.

“Concussions are a serious injury
in collision football and everyone
has to address it as so,” Price said.
“Every concussion is severe. There is
no such thing as a slight concussion
so were constantly watching out for
symptoms. Concussions usually last
one week, but can last as long as two
weeks, so they can keep a player out of
the game for a good amount of time,
and some players might lie about
their state because they want to play

so we need be observant of everyone.”

Audrey Westcott may be reached f prospecior@utep.edu.

LEAGUES
SPORT

Volleyball
Outdoor Soccer
Dodgeball

TOURNAMENTS

Fooseball

Grass Volleyball
X-BOX Football
Water Balloon Toss
Bowling

Ultimate Frisbee
Table Tennis
Racquetball
3-on-3 Basketball
Indoor Soccer
Fastest Mile Race
Swim Meet

CO

DEADLINE START

10/03/12
1072412

103

09/19/12
09/26/12
10/03/12
101012
101712
10/22/12
10/31/12
11/28/12
11/05/12
1112112
12/05/12
12/06/12

\

10/08/12
1072912

st
Sy
UL

09/26/12
10/03/12
1011012
101712
10/25/12
10/31/12
11/28/12
11107112
111412
12/05/12
12/06/12
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