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f i lape of  Press Conference with persons involved in the invest igat ion

of the death of  Richard Falcon on September 2,  1972.1

M: I  guess we're ready to start .  t^ le 've got Mrs.  Richard Falcdn to

my 
' lef t i  

Ben Rodriguez, who is accompanying her;  Rodol fo "Corky"

Gonz|1ez, f rom La Raza Unida de Colorado; and Florencio Granado

eue es- una camarada &-Sr-. Falcdn que estuvo con dl cuando Erd

es ta  cosa.  I 'm Franc isco  Mar t fnez  and I 'm an  a t to rney .  I 'm

one of  the team that has been invest igat ing the matter.  At  th is

t ime we have conducted a prel iminary examinat ion and we have seve-

ra ' l  matters that  we wou' ld l ike to relate to the publ ic at  th is

t ime. I  bel ieve everyone has focused upon this event at  0rogrande.

As  fa r  as  our  inves t iga t ion  shows,  i t ' s  a  smal l  town.  When the

' incident happened, the author i t ies fa i led to act  or  cooperate in

any manner wi th our people.  The facts as we understand them are

that a caravan of  a coup' le of  cars f rom Colorado were coming to

the convent ion.  One of  the.earswas over-heat ing so they s lowed

down to let  the other car he here on t ime for the planning session.

Now,  the  car  in  wh ich  Mr .  Fa lcdn was r id ing  was dr iven  by  Mr ; "

Granado. There were f ive other occupants in the car.  When they

arr ived at  the Chevron stat ion which belonged to Per.ry Brunsonn

they drove in to cool  the radiator of f .  They f i l led the radiator
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and they started to put water around i t  to cool  i t  down somewhat,

as i t  was very hot.  The owner,  Mr.  Brunsonr got very angry at

th is and supposedly there were words between several  of  the oc-

cupants,  or  at  least  one of  the occupants,  of  the car and Mr.

Brunson. Now, th is matter cont inued. There are no witnesses

that we can t ie down to having seen l4r .  Falcdn do anything to

Mr.  Brunson. hle have made contact  wi th several  of  the state 's

witnesses in th is matter.  h le do know that there was a strugg' le;

we do know there were four shots f rom a .38 chief  special  belong-

ing to l ' l r .  Brunson. Two shots hi t  Mr.  Fa' lcdn. There was an autop-

sy report  that  has not been released yet.  l , . le hope to get that .

Mr .  Fa lcdn was shot  more  or  less  a t  4 : '15  p .m.  on  the  30 th  o f

August .  A t  4 :17 ,  the  s ta te  po l i ce  d id  rece ive  a  repor t  tha t  there

was a shoot ing at  that  stat ion.  The of f icer that  arr ived imme-

diably was 0f f icer Cunningham who l ives in 0rogrande. At 4:17 the

sher i f f  in Alamogordo, Nuevo Mexico received a cal l  that  there was

a lso  an  inc ident .  He d id  no t  a r r i ve  un t i l  approx imat ley  f i ve

minutes  be fore  5 :00  on  the  same even ing ,  45  minu tes  la te r .  Of f i cer

Cunn ingham ar r ived  a t  4 :20 ,  There  was no  phys ic ian  who was ever

cal led;  there was no at tempt to g ' ive Mr.  Falc6n any medical  t reat-

ment whatsoever. We fee'l that there was ample time to summon a

phys ic ian  or  someone to  admin is te r  f i r s t  a id .  Apparent ly ,  there

was no one who attempted in any manner whatsoever from the autho-

r i t ies  to  admin is te r  f i r s t  a id .  One o f  our  own peop le  d id  a t tempt

to  rev ive  Mr .  Fa lc5n.  When the  po l i ce  d id  a r r i ve ,  Mr .  Fa lcdn 1ay
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there approximately another hour before he was put ' in an ambulance

and taken back to Alamogordo. Mr.  Falcdn leaves for Co' lorado to-

day .  The fac t  I  th ink  we 've  go t  to  emphas ize  in  th is  mat te r  i s

the fai lure of  the author i t ies to cooperate or at  least  to c ieal

wi th them. We have already gone into the matter that  they had

no medical  at tent ion given to Mr.  Fa]cdn. I  th ink that  yesterday

we exper ienced what Mr.  Falcdn was f ight ing:  the racism that ex-

ists in th is country.  b ' le went down to Alamogordo, spent most of

the day there,  t ry ' ing to obtain informat ion.  When we f i rst  got

there, I think we caught them off-guard, and we were getting a b'it

of  informat ion.  By the end of  the day, no one was avai lable to

talk wi th us;  no one knew anything; the doors were s larnmed jn our

faces .  The d is t r i c t  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  has  f i led  a  genera l  man-

s laughter  charge.  He f i led  th is  genera l  mans laughter  charge

about  an  hour  and a  ha l f  a f te r  he  learned about  the  inc ident .  He

mere ly  f i1ed  i t  on  h is  own w i thout  inves t iga t ing  i t .  Thatn  we

contend, is very poor procedure for a distr ict  at torney to fo l low.

At 6:30, Mr.  Brunson appeared in f rom of the judge. Judge Nadern

who l i ves  in  0 rogrande,  o f  course  d isqua l i f ied  h ' imse l f .  Rober t

Bradley was the magistrate who permit ted Mr.  Brunson to be released

on a personal  recognizance bond. As we understand i t ,  when Mr.  Brunson

was brouqrr t  in io- ihe coui t ioom, nei ther Mr.  Brunson nor ahyone e1se,

no on€r advocated why Mr.  Brunson should be released on personal

recognizance with the except ion of  one person. The person who ad-

vocated that Mr.  Brunson be re ' leased on a personal  recognizance
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bond was the judge, ,Judge Robert  Bradley.  We feel  i t 's  improper

fo r  a  man in  a  jud ic ia l  pos i t ion  to  ge t  up  there  and say '  "Th is

man is a good person, he, 's a businessman, l t  etc. ,  and be per-

mit ted a PRB when he ki l led a person. We at tempted to ta lk wi th

Dr.  Lavar who is the county coroner for  Otero County in Alamogordo.

Dr.  Lavar s lanuned the door in our faces, to ld us to get out of  h is

of f ice.  He gave us about a minute of  h is t ime, for  which he wanted

us to apologi  ze to him for.  Dr.  0 'Br ien,  who conducted the autopsy,

was unavai lab]e to be interviewed, al though we do know he was

around. Another matter that  I  th ink should be brought to the at-

tent ion of  in terms:of  poor procedure is the fact  that  an autopsy

was performed after there fnd been arterial embalming, after the

t issues had been preserved. With th is type of  procedure i t  is

v i r tua l l y  imposs ib le  fo r  us  to  ab ta in  an  independentn  pa tho log ica l

report .  l , r le cannot f ind anyone who would take i t .  The resul ts that

you wi1 ' l  get  are very poor.  t , . le th ink that  again i t  is  improper

procedure.  I  th ink that  the key issue that we should center on,

that has been brought to our at tent ion,  is  the fact  that  the

Amer ican Independent  Par ty  i s  invo ' l ved .  A t  the  f i l l i ng  s ta t ion ,

there is a petit ion that the American Independent Party be placed

on the  o f f i c ia l  ba l lo t  w i th  fu l l  r igh ts  fo r  the  peop le  tha t  advocate

the American Independent Party. We know that the presidential

candidate for  the American Independent Party is a wel l -known racist ,

a r ight-wind extremist ,  who has close contacts wi th people through-

out th is country,  and we know in southern Nuevo Mexico.  Another
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fact  that  shou' ld be emphasized ts that  when this pet i t ion was

read, there were names on that petit ' ion. Several of the names

include a Char lot te Cunningham, reportedly the wi fe of  the inves-

t iga t ing  o f f i cer  (Cunn inghan) .  Mr .  and Mrs .  Brunson,  who op-

era te  the  f i l ' l i ng  s ta t ion  a t  wh ich  Mr .  Fa lcdn was k i l ' l ed ,  was

murdered,were also people who signed that pet i t ion.  I  feel

that  that  is  a very important matter.  I t 's  interest ing to note

and I  th ink we shou' ld also encourage people to fo l low the example

set by severa' l  people who have chl led us,  who personal ly contact-

ed us because they have something for us. They know about the

reputat ionr they know about the character of  Mr.  Brunson. This

type of person we encourage to come forward. I believe Mrs. Falcdn

is  ser ious ly  g r ieved in  th is  mat te r  and she wou ld  l i ke  to  p resent

a br ief  statement.

F :  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  wou ' ld  l i ke  to  say  tha t  my husband wanted  th is  Raza

Unida convent ion to be a success. He l ived and he died for La Raza

Unida. He worked for La Raza Unida in northern Colorado and we had

our of f ice in Ft .  Lupton, Co' lorado. Two years ago'  he ran under

La Raza Unida for sherr i f f  of  l^ le l ' l  County.  This year he was running

for state representat ive of  Colorado. I  know that he would want us

to go on and run somebody from Ft.  Lupton for that  of f jce.  I 'm sure

that we wi ' l l  get  somebody to run from Ft.  Lupton for the posi t ion

tha t  he  was runn ing  fo r .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  say  tha t  s ince  I ' ve  been here  on

Wednesday, and from what I 've been able to see, I  know in my heart  and

in my soul that my husband was murdered. The town of 0rogrande and
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A' lamogordo helped Mr.  Brunson in every way they could wi th the

murder, because no attempt of any sort of help was given to ny

husband. No at tempt was made to save his 
' l i fe.  

Patrolman Cun-

n inghamn who was f i rs t  ca l led  to  the  scene,  o f fe red  no  he lp i  no

doc tor  was  ca ] led ;  no  ambulance uras  ca l led .  So I  th ink  tha t  he ,

too ,  a ' long  w i th  Mr .  Brunson,  i s  jus t  as  respons ib le  fo r  the  death

of my husband. The of f ic ia ls of  Alamogordo were very discourteous.

They were very insensi t ive and unfeel  ing.  When I  amived hlednesday

afternoon, I  went direct ly to Alamogordo. Up to th is day, I  have

received no of f ic ia l  word f rom the county coroner or the state

patrol  of  New Mexico on the exact incident,  or  anything that 1ed

up to my husband's death.  0n Wednesday, I  went to ta lk to the state

patrol .  They were very discourteous. They did not want to ta lk

to me at  a l l .  I  f inal ]y had to go up to the deputy sher i f f ,  Ear l

Brunson, and te ' l ' l  h im who I  was and what I  was there for .  He st i l l

tu rned h is  back  on  me and wou ld  no t ' look  a t  me;  he  wou ld  no t  ta lk

to me. I  f inal ly had to ta lk to another of f icer there at  Alamo-

gordo at  the state pol ice of f ice.  Yesterday, as you heard,  we went

to Alamogordo and we talked to the distr ict  at torney and we ta]ked

to the county coroner,  who is l r . l i l l iam Lavar.  The distr ict  at torney,

I  th ink ,  i s  a  very  rac is t  man.  He imp l ied  tha t  I  shou ld  no t  ask  h im

any quest ions about the incident because I  d id not know the law of

the state of  New Mexico. I  d id not have any r ight  to quest ion him

about  my husband because I  d id ,no t  know the  
' law!  

That ' s  what  he  to ld

me yesterday. Mr. Lavar, who is the county coroner, ' is nothing but
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a racist  o ld man. I  went to h ' is  of f ice yesterday and he slanmed

the door in my face. He did not ta lk to me, he wou' ld not answer

any quest ions that we had. I  th ink one of  the reasons the distr ict

a t to rney  d idn ' t  want  me 'ask ing  any  ques t ions  about  the  inc ident

was because he knew Mr.  Brunson. He of ten v is i ted Mr.  Brunson's

stat ion when he was coming to El  Paso or when he was leaving Alamo-

gordo. He knew who Mr.  EruhSoh was. He told us that  yesterday"

I  wou ld  l j ke  to  a lso  say  tha t  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ask  Mr .  Brunson and

the community of Orogrande and the corrununity of Alamogordo, "How

do I te'|1 my two-year-old son that my husband was murdered?" He

was murdered in Alamogordo over water,  and no help was given to

him. I  would l ike to ask them, " ln lhy was he murdered by th is racist

man, Mr.  Brunson, who belongs to the American Independent Party?"

How do I  exp la in  th is  to  my son? That 's  a l1  I  have to  say .

I beleive that Mr. Corky Gonz{1ez has a comment.

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I ' d ' l i ke  to  say  tha t  I  don ' t  th ink  anybody  can

express more ful ' ly  than the way Mrs.  Falcdn put i t  that  Ricardo

Falcdn was murdered. The discourtesies that  she suffered as a woman

and wife,  and the insul ts that  the at torneys that went down w' i th

her suf fered at  the hands of  the people of  Orogrande and Alamogordo

are  jus t  one more  s ign  o f  those rac is t  a reas  tha t  we ' re  s t rugg l ing

aga ins t .  F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  a t  th is  t ime in  our  own s ta te ,  R icardo  Fa l -

co'n is being murdered once more in the press and by the news media.

They  are  t ry ing  to  re la te  h im to  be ing  a  mi l i tan t ,  an  ag i ta to r ,  a

La Raza Unida candidate,  a La Raza Unida organizer.  t , r le 'd l ike to put
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some of those facts straight.  When Ricardo Falcdn f i rst  got  to

Co]orado Universi ty,  there were 37 Chicano students in that  univer-

s i ty.  This September there wi l ' l  be 1000 chicano students instead

of 37, This is through the ef for ts of  such young men as himsel f ,

who of fered leadership there.  In Ft .  Lupton, another racist  com-

munity where the Chicano populat ion in 22%, Ricardo Falcdn was

def in i te ly  a  leader  therer  ho t  on ly  in  the  s ta te  o f  co lo rado bu t

in  tha t  a rea .  The b igges t  charges  o f  rac ism in  the  educat iona l

system have been f i led through the civ i l  Rights commission because

of his efforts of stimulat' ing the community to take part in re-

organ iz ing  the  inequ i t ies  in  the  schoo l  sys tem,  and among o ther  th ings ,

such a t  a t tack ing  the  po ' l i ce  b ru ta l i t y  in  tha t  c i t y .  I t ' s  k ind  o f

i ronic that  Ricardo would end at  the end of  the same kind of  bru-

ta l i t y ,  s ince  he  was s t rugg l ing  aga ins t  tha t ,  to  p ro tec t  the  young

kids,  the young people,  the young men and women of  that  cornmunity,

and the  o lder  peop le ,  espec ia l l y  those who cou ld  on ly  speak  in

Spanis l l  the migrant laborer who came in there.  He was taking part

in  the  hous ing  s t rugg le  fo r  migran ts ,  d long w i th  h is  co-worker ,

Jose Calderdn. He was invo' lved in the same area i f  you know that

par t  o f  the  s ta te .  I  th ink  some o f  these th ings  shou ld  be  pr in ted

and some of these things should be known. In my est imat ion,  he was

someone who has tr ied to deve' lop and tr ied to create and inspire young

people to go back to the community and to give that leadership i f

necessary to help our people.  Ricardo Falcdn (not because he's gone;

because i f  he was here today I  would make the same statement)  is  one

of the leaders in the chicano movement because he gave of  h imsel f  at
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a l l  t imes.  He 's  been ja i led .  He 's  been beaten .  He 's  been f i red

f rom Jobs .  But  he  never  gave up  the  s t rugg le .  He 's  been ja i led ,

no t  fo r  c r im ina l  ac t i v i t ies ,  bu t  fo r  ac t i v i t ies  based on  the  human

r igh ts  o f  peop le .  So every  ja i l ing  tha t  he  has  gone th rough has

been one of  honor,  not  one of  d ishonor;  and not based on cr ime, but

based on iust ice.  we fee' l  that  when a distr ict  at torney takes the

pos i t ion  tha t  he  w i ] l  ask  a  g rand ju ry  no t  to  p ress  charges  in  A lamo-

gordo, we're not going back to 1920 or the Deep South or what the

Texas Rangers did in Texas to our peop' le (such as castrat ion and hang-

ing  and ' l ynch ing  in  th i s  s ta te ) ;  we  s t i l ' l  l i ve  w i th  i t .  I f  i t  hap-

pened to one person, i t  happened to al l  of  us.  This is the problem

in educat ing not only the masses of  our people,  but  the masses of  whi te

America.  When we went to the U.S. Attorney Genera' | ,  he said i t  was

a dark day in the pages of  the history of  whi te America.  That 's not

as t rue as i t  should be. I t  is  a dark day in the pages of  the history

o f  the  Ch icano movement .  We ' los t  a  man.  Brunson wa lked ou t  on  h is

own personal  recognizance. No Chicano in th is state,  or  any state

in the Southwest,  or  any barr io in th is countryt  would have walked

out on personal  regrgnizance without a bond between 9. l00,000 and

$500,000 on charges of  f i rst  degree murder.  No Chicano, no B' lack,

no member of  a minor i ty group in th is country would have been given

the grace that Perry Brunson was given. Pemy Brunson reminds us once

more of  the racist  society that  we have to deal  wi th.  This is why

La Raza Unida exists,  because we can no longer depend on any other

party or any other people to take care of  our problems. This is why
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we have to organize ourselves:  to protect  ourselves,  to defend

ourse lves ,  to  educate  ourse lves ,  to  take  care  o f  ourse lves .  I t ' s

a much di f ferent aspect,  the phi losophy of  La Raza unida, than that

of  the American Independent Party,  who go of f  shoot ing ghosts in the

dark and go looking for communists under the covers.  Anybody of  a di f -

ferent shade, a di f ferent name, or di f ferent cul ture is immediat ' ley

branded an agi tator.  I  just  want to say that we're carry ing the

struggle on, because Ricardo Falcdn developed to that  level  of  top

leadersh fp ,  th rough a  1o t  o f  s t rugg les  w i th in  h imse l f ,  w i th in  the

community,  going to the same route that  a l l  of  us have gone to.  We

understand the insensi t iv i ty of  man for man. ln le see i t  in the bombs

of Vietnam and we see i t  in the bul lets of  0rogrande. Chicanos won' t

forget.  I  feel  that  he's only given us Iofe strength to cont inue.

there wi ' l l  be more young men fol lowing in his footsteps, who wi l l

be looking towards developing their  own people wi th their  own defenses,

because i t  won' t  be for thcoming from this society.  l , . le have no peers

on the jury and we don' t  control  the system. I  can only say that

today my speech wi l l  be dedicated to Ricardo Falcdn, the many Ricardo

Falcdns, that  were never ment ioned or named, who died in barr jo streets"

or  su f fe red  and d ied  in  p r ison .  For  a l l  o f  those R icardo  Fa lc6nsn

thank  you.

?:  Wel l ,  at  th is t ime Lt .  Governor Modregdn from New Mexico and the

invest igat ion of  the murder,  a lso a battery of  at torneysrare

today and wi l l5assist ing Mr.  Mart{nez, who wi l l  be the coordinator

federal

meeti ng

a t  th i s t ime. Tony Mart{nez, distr ict  at torney of  Las Vegas, has of fered
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h is assistance. Daniel  Sosa from Las Cruces has of fered his

ass is tance.  There  w i l ' l  be  many such men in  lega ' l  capac i t ies

who w i l l  be  he lp ing .  We in tend to  have the  U.S.  C iv i l  R igh ts

Commiss ion  inves t iga te  i t ,  fo r  what  tha t ' s  wor th ,  fo r  the  fu tu re .

We also have the Just ice Department looking into the usage of

just ice in 0rogrande and Alamogordo. There wi l l  be noth ' ing covered

up in  th is  town as  i t ' s  been covered up  in  the  pas t  years .  We 've

received many cal ls f rom peop' le who have been abused. 0rogrande is

known as a non-Chicano area; i t 's  tabu for Chicanos. Being from

Co' lo rado,  R icardo  and F lo renc io  d idn ' t  know: f fa t .  Bu t  I  th ink  the i r

po l i t i ca l  s ta tus  shows the i r  t ype  o f  menta l i t y .  There  is  no th ing

that we wi l l  not  t ry to expose on this,  to br ing real  just ice,  a l -

though R icardo  Fa lcdn 's  l i fe  can never  be  brought  back .  One o f  the

other  a reas  is  tha t  there  w i ' l l  be  c iv i ' l  su i ts  f i l ed  aga ins t  Chevron

0i1 Company and Perry Brunson. We hope that possibly one of  the

act ions of  our newly-forr ind Congreso at  the end of  th is conference

wi l l  be to endorse a tota ' l  boycott  of  Chevron unt i l  th is matter is

sett led.  I  feel  that  possibly we can take a very hard ef fect  on

them. We've done i t  in other areas; the boycott  has been ef fect ive.

Other  than los ing  the i r  b ' lood ,  the  cap i ta l i s t  soc ie ty  o f  th is  count ry

fears  more  to  lose  the i r  money than even the i r  l i fe .  Wi th  tha t ,  I ' d

say  tha t  we are  work ing  in  a l l  a reas .  l , , le ' re  no t  ho ld ing  up  any th ing .

There are memorial  funds that are being staf ted in Colorado. There

are people gett ' ing together;  there are peop' le f rom across th is nat ion
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who have o f fe red  the i r  he1p.  Wi th  tha t ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  have Rau l  Ru iz ,

a candidate of  La Raza Unida in Cal i fornia,  read you some telegrams.

The na t iona l  convent ion  has  rece ived many, le t te rs  and ca l l s  o f 'g r ie f

and concern over the death of  Ricardo Falcon. In one of  our f i rst

posi t ions,  we declared that the death was a cold-blooded murder.  The

nat ional  convent ion has done that.  These are te legrams we have re-

ce ived.  I '11  jus t  read them to  you.

"Hermanos,

We have just  received the tragic news of  our hermano,

Ricardo. I t  is  these kinds of  events that  provoke our fur ther

determinat ion in pursuing nuestra causa. I ,J i th th is in mind,

we,  the  Traba jadores ,  p ledge,  whatever  ass is tance is  poss ib le

to you in the course you choose to rect i fy th is t ragic in-

jus t i ce .  "

Carlos Tafoya

Chaitman of  Trabajadores

Th is  comes f rom Pueb lo ,  Co lorado.

" I  have today requested'a formal invest igat ion by the New Mexico

At to rney  Genera l ' s  Of f i ce ,  and sent  a  s imi la r  te legram to  U.S.

Attorney General  Richard Kleindeinst  addjng my support  of  a

federal  invest igat ion by Lt .  Governor Robert  Mondragon of  New

Mex ico .  I  am shocked a t  the  k i l l i ng  o f  young R icardo  Fa lcon.

I  assure you of  my ef for ts to see that iust ice is done in th js

act  of  insani ty.  I  am cont act ing the U.S.. .At torney General  to
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see that immediate act ion be taken to in i t iate invest iga-

t i ve  p roceed ings . "

George McGovern

U,S.  Sena to r

" I  share  Senator  McGovern 's  shock  a t  the  shoot ing  ' las t

night of  Ricardo Falcdn and a' lso his appeal  to the Attorney

Genera l ' s  o f f i ce  fo r  an  immedia te  inves t iga t ion .  My s ta f f

has ta lked with the Attorney General 's  of f ice to express my

concern.  "

Sargent Shr iver

to naught.  This is not the f i rst  t ime that a Chicano has been mur-

dered;  i t  w i l l  no t  be  the  las t .  Hopefu l l y ,  the  press  w i l l  beg in  to

p ' lay  i t  rp ,  because th is  i s  a l ' l  we rea l l y  have.  The ca l lous  mur4er

o f  our  peopTe must  end.  Hopefu l l y  w i th  th is  coming ou t  in  the  news,

people wi l l  become aware of  what k ind of  society they l ive in.  Thank

you.

We feel  that  many of  these' let ters of  gr ief  and concern wi l ' l  come
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