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September 6, 2012

By AuDrEy WEStcOtt
The Prospector

Coming home from the UC Riv-
erside Invitational, the Miners were 
handed their second loss of the sea-
son in an overtime game against the 
Riverside Highlanders, with a �nal 
score of 3-2 on Sept. 2.

“We made a few mistakes this 
weekend, but we know what we have 
to improve on, and we know we can 
do it,” sophomore mid�elder Mack-
enzie German said. “We are just going 
to come into our next games with a 
positive attitude and do what we have 
to win. We are going to �x the little 
details that we need to �x and play 
with determination.”

Shaking o� the loss, the Miners are 
ready to get back in the game and 
back on the �eld.

Teaming up with UTEP’s rival, New 
Mexico State, the Miners will be co-
hosting the �ird-Annual Border 
Bash with the Aggies Sept. 7 and 9.

�is particular tournament was cre-
ated by the teaming of UTEP’s head 
coach, Kevin Cross and former NM 
State head coach, Michael Needham 
back in 2009, when the Aggies initi-
ated their women’s soccer program.

�e Border Bash is a weekend of 
two games, where the Miners and 

the Aggies face o� against two other 
teams. �is year both teams will play 
Weber State who is 0-4 and Sam 
Houston State who is 2-4.

�e Miners are coming into the 
Border Bash with a 4-2 record, while 
NM State sits at a 1-2 record.

Having been successful in the pre-
vious years of this tournament, the 
Miners have what it takes to capture 
�rst place, but they understand that 
they must always be ready for any-
thing and never underestimate the 
competition.

“For this tournament, we are train-
ing extremely hard, eliminating the 
mistakes and playing better as a 
team,” Cross said. “We are looking for 
a win but everything has to go your 
way for that to happen. You have to 
be healthy, and play your very best 
soccer. �ere is potential to win but 
everything has to align perfectly and 
we have to play our very best.”

With a competitive line up, the 
Miners are supporting their �eld 
skills with strategy, quick adjustments 
against their opponents and most im-
portantly focus.

“We want to be playing our very 
best soccer this weekend, because this 
three game stretch are the last games 

before conference,” Cross said. “Our 

strategy is to put it all together, get all 

the details covered and play the best 

soccer we have played all preseason 

long. We need to stay focused for 90 

minutes because we know if one play-

er loses concentration, the ball can be 

in the back of the net. So as a team, all 

coaches, all players, as a team need to 
have a 90-minute focus.”

�e �ird-Annual Border Bash be-
ing their last games of the preseason, 
the Miners plan to take full advantage 
of the opportunity to make any cor-
rections and prepare them for confer-
ence play.

“Any game helps,” junior forward 
Jade Babcok said. “Basically, we are 

going to look at all these preseason 

games like a practice for conference. 

�ese games show a lot so we are just 

working on the things we need to 

work on and trying to learn from the 

mistakes we are making now so they 

don’t happen during conference.”

Audrey Westcott may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Football

In search of first victory across the Mississippi

JOSHUA MCCOY/OLE MISS ATHLETICS 
Ole Miss sophomore quarterback Bo Wallace produced 346 total yards of  of-
fense, including three touchdowns in his debut for the Rebels Sept. 1.

By EDWIn DElGADO
The Prospector

�e Miners will �y across the Mis-
sissippi river in search of their �rst win 
of the season a�er losing their home 
opener to Oklahoma. �eir next op-
ponent, the Ole Miss Rebels Sept. 8.

�e team is con�dent about its abil-
ity to defeat the Rebels.

“�ey are going to be good, they’re 
really athletic,” senior center Eloy At-
kinson said. “�ey have a lot of speed, 
SEC (South Eastern Conference) 
speed. But we’re ready for them and 
looking forward to the challenge.”

Ole Miss is coming o� a 49-24 win at 
home against Football Championship 
Subdivision team Central Arkansas.

In their home opener against Cen-
tral Arkansas, sophomore quarter-
back Bo Wallace, who transferred 
from East Mississippi Community 
College, completed 20 of his 24 passes 
for 247 yards and two touchdowns.

Wallace also ran for 82 yards 
and a touchdown in his debut with 
the Rebels.

“�ey’re no-huddle, they’re upbeat 
and up-tempo, they’re faster up-
tempo than Oklahoma, so we’re go-
ing to have to work on that,” UTEP 
head coach Mike Price said. “�ey 
run around with great enthusiasm on 

defense.  �ey have outstanding ath-
letes.   �eir defensive line isn’t huge, 
but they’re tough and aggressive.”

Rebels sophomore Donte Moncrief 
led the team with eight receptions for 
104 yards and one touchdown.

In the home opener, running back 
Nathan Je�ery shined against Okla-
homa, rushing for 177 yards on 21 
attempts and returned a blocked punt 
22 yards for the Miners’ only score.

In contrast, the UTEP passing game 
struggled against Oklahoma gaining 
only 48 total yards.

“I don’t know if playing 
them will help us out throw-
ing the ball better,” Price said.  

see MISSISSIPPI on page 8

AARON MONTES / The Prospector
Sophomore running back Nathan Jeffery rushed for 177 yards on 21 carries in the 24-7 home-opening loss to Oklahoma.

Women’s Soccer

Miners to co-host third-Annual Border Bash with nM State

Miners hoping to bounce back from home-opening loss to Oklahoma as they take on Ole Miss

JUSTIN STENE / The Prospector
Sophomore midfielder Mackenzie German is one of  nine returning starters for the Miners hoping to lead the team to a 
conference championship.

NFL
DallaS cOwbOyS 24, New yOrk giaNtS 17: GIANTS BECOME FIRST dEFENdING SUPER BOWL CHAMPION 
SINCE THE ‘99 dENvER BRONCOS TO LOSE THEIR SEASON OPENER.
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