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UTEP Studies 

. Ethnic and 
WoiDen's Studies c . r-r: I Inspire ompaSSIOD, 
•o erance Achievement 
hy Marilyn Haddrill 

IN 1966, AN ALL-BLACK STARTING LINE-UP FROM TEXAS WESTERN COLLEGE 

(NOW UTEP) FACED AN ALL-WHITE TEAM FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF KEl\'TUCKY FOR 

THE NCAA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. THE N UMBER-ONE RANKED KEl\'TUCKY 

WILDCATS, COACHED BY THE LEGENDARY ADOLPH RUPP, FELL TO THE UNKNOWN 

MINERS, COACHED BY A YOUNG DON HASKINS. 

WHILE THIS VICTORY IS HAILED TODAY AS A GAME THAT BROKE THE COLOR BARRIER 

IN COLLEGE AND PROFESSIONAL SPORTS, HASKINS DOESN'T REMEMBER IT T HAT WAY. 

INSTEAD, HE WAS TAKEN ABACK BY THE FLURRY OF CONTROVERSY- AND HATE l\IAIL 

-THAT FOLLOWED. 

THE MINERS' NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP CHALLENGED NATIONAL RACIAL 

STEREOTYPES AND FUELED THE EFFORTS OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS OF THE 1960s-

WHEN A GROWING AWARENESS OF THE NEED FOR RACIAL AND GENDER EQUITY SURGED. 

IN THE LATE 60s AND EARLY 70s, UTEP AND EL PASO COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS 

PUSHED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THREE PROGRAMS ADDRESSING AFRICAN-

AMERICAN, HISPANIC AND FEMALE ROLES IN SOCIETY. IN THE 1990s, THE AFRICAN-

AMERICAN, CHICANO AND WoMEN's STUDIES PROGRAMS AT UTEP coNTINUE To 

PROVIDE AN EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION THAT INCREASES CULTURAL AWARENESS AND 

ADDRESSES GENDER ISSUES. 
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~, ALUMNEWS 
~ by Martha Saldafia-Wolf 

UTEP HONORS TOP 10 .5ENIORS 
UTEP honored its Top 10 Seniors for 

academic excellence and community 
servictl activities at the 1998 Student 
Association Awards Banquet April18. 

Each year, the Top 10 Seniors are selected 
by a committee composed ofUTEP alumni, 
faculty and staff members and students. 
The selection of these outstanding 
graduates is based on their grade point 
average and volunteer activities. 

The 1998 Top 10 Seniors, listed in 
alphabetical order, are: 

• Jennifer Lynn Barnett, 3.7 GPA, a 
graduate from Hanks High School. She 
received an honors degree in biology. At 
UTEP, Barnett has been a research assistant 
with the Minority Access for Research 
Careers program. In addition to being 
recognized academically through the 

WHAT IS THE UTEP 
ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION? 

The Alumni Association is an organization 
of former UTEP students and faculty 
members that promotes the interests and 
welfare of the university. By sponsoring and 
supporting UTEP programs, projects and 
activities, the association assists the 
university in its mission to achieve academic 
excellence. The association brings alumni 
and friends together throughout the year for 
events such as pregame parties, 
Homecoming, Season of Lights and the 
Top Ten Seniors Banquet. 

HOW CAN I JOIN 
THE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION? 

Simply send a minimum annual 
contribution of $25 per person to: 

UTEP Alumni Association 
Office of Development and Alumni Affairs 
The University of Texas at El Paso 
El Paso, TX 79968-0524 

Please include your year of graduation or 
the years you attended UTEP on your check. 
Indicate the college, department, academic 
program or scholarship for which your 
donation is intended. A membership card 
will be mailed to you. 
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Golden Key National Honor Society, she 
was a member of Chi Omega sorority and 
the Medical Professions Organization. In 
the community, she volunteered with 
Hospice ofEl Paso and the Southwest AIDS 
Committee. 

• Anika Bell, 3.66 GPA, a graduate from 
Andress High School. She received a degree 
in microbiology. Bell, who has been 
accepted as a medical student by the UT 
Medical Branch at Galveston, received the 
All-American Scholar Award. She took part 
in the Minority Medical Education 
program at Fisk and Vanderbilt Universities 
in Nashville, Tenn. At UTEP, she was a 
member of the University Honors Council 
and Alpha Chi National Honor Society. She 
also was a youth minister for the Young 
Christian Society. 

• Oscar Gonzalez, 3.7 GPA, a graduate 
from Bel Air High School. He received an 
honors degree in history. Gonzalez has 
twice been honored with Houston 
Endowment and Council Excellence 
awards. In addition to serving as director 
of the UTEP Honors Alliance, he has been 
president of the University Honors Council 
and the Mortar Board. Throughout his 
undergraduate studies, he has volunteered 
with the Democratic party in El Paso. 

• Kay Lester Mooy, 3.97 GPA, a graduate 
from Arsenal Technical High School in 
Indiana. Mooy received an honors degree 
in English. She was honored as one of 
UTEP's Women of Mines and Who's Who 
in American Colleges and Universities. In 
addition to working as a teaching assistant, 
Mooywas active in campus organizations, 
including the Cardinal and Golden Key 
national honor societies and the Advanced 
Leaders program. She also volunteered for 
the American Cancer Society, the 
American Red Cross and Habitat for 
Humanity. 

• Melissa Najera, 3.97 GPA, a graduate 
from Eastwood High School. She will 
receive a bachelor's and a master's degree 

-· 

in accounting. Najera, who received a 
Houston Endowment scholarship, was 
honored as a National Women's History 
Month Unsung Heroine and as an 
Outstanding Undergraduate Accounting 
Student. She volunteered at the Women's 
Resource Center and with the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance Program. She 
served on the boards of the Women's 
Leadership Institute and the Advanced 
Leaders Program. 

• Scott Olson, 3.83 GPA, a graduate from 
Coronado High School. He received a 
degree in mechanical engineering in 
December and now lives in Houston. At 
UTEP, he was president of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers and vice president 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. Olson received the 1997 
Outstanding Engineering Student Award 
from the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
Engineering. He also was part of the teams 
that took third place at the Propane Vehicle 
Challenge in both 1996 and 1997. He 
served as team captain in 1997. 

• Denika Nichole Rose, 3.2 GPA, a 
graduate from Eastwood High School. She 
received a degree in political science and 
will enter law school this fall. Rose was 
vice president of the Black Student 
Coalition and Delta Sigma Theta sorority. 
She was a member of the Cardinal Key and 
Mortar Board honor societies. Rose was 
Miss Black El Paso 1996 and a UTEP 
Homecoming Princess in 1997. In addition 
to serving as a coordinator at the McCall 
Neighborhood Center, she volunteers with 

the American Red Cross and the El Paso 
Shelter for Battered Women. 

• Richard Rubio II, 3.74 GPA, a graduate 
from Hanks High School. He received his 
degree in kinesiology. This summer, he 
enrolled at Stanford University. Last 
summer, he participated in a research 
project on malnutrition in Nigeria, Africa. 

Continued on page 13 





50ST 
Howard McCord.(B.A. '57), professor 

emeritus at Bowling Green State 
University, is the author of more than 
30 books, including The Man Who 
Walked to the Moon. 

60ST 
Triana Olivas (B.A. '67) was inducted 

into the El Paso Business Hall of Fame 
by Junior Achievement of Desert 
Southwest Inc. 

Bea Svambera (B.A. '64), who 
teaches Texas and American history 
to seventh- and eighth-graders at La 
Porte Junior High in La Porte, Texas, 
was selected 1998-99 Educator of the 
Year by the Sons of the Republic of 
Texas. Svambera was also 1997-98 
Region IV Secondary Teacher of the 
Year. 

Steve Vickers (B. B.A. '68) is a group 
manager for the Internal Revenue 
Service. He supervises criminal 
investigations related to possible 
income tax and money laundering 
violations and other federal statutes. 

70ST 
Michael Brochu (B.B.A. '74) has been 

named president and chief executive 
officer of Primus, a provider of 
enterprise software for problem 
resolution and knowledge 
management. 

Cynthia Chesak (M.A. '75) received 
the 1997 Milken Family Foundation 
National Educator Award. 

John Cowan (B.A. '71) was elected 
vice chairman of the board of managers 
for the El Paso County Hospital District. 

Pat Duran (B.S.N. '79) is the 
administrative director for medical­
surgical and maternal child care at 
Columbia Medical Center-East. 

Linda Gonzalez-Hensgen (B.B.A. '71) 
was elected vice president of the Family 
Service of El Paso. 

Juan Job (B.A. '73; M.Ed. '78) has 
published a guide for Latinos in the 
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CLASS NOTES 
By Judy Jimenez 

corporate workplace, Just Because I'm 
Latino Doesn't Mean I Mambo: A Success 
Guide for Hispanic Americans, 
published by Ballentine Publishing 
Group. 

Ramon Lara (B.S.C.E. '71) has been 
named Engineer of the Year by the 
El Paso Chapter of the Texas Society of 
Professional Engineers. 

Ric Markowitz (B.B.A. '76) has been 
named vice president of sales for 
IMC/Teddy Food Service Equipment in 
New York. 

Laurie Miller (B.A. '75) is the director 
of account services and strategic 
planning for Mithoff Advertising Inc. 

Robert Munoz (B.S. '77) was honored 
for his leadership and community 
"contributions at the Hispanic 
Leadership Reception sponsored by the 
Mexican American Network of the 
Odessa Chamber of Commerce. 

Shelby O'Neal (B.A. '72; M.Ed. '76) 
was the master of ceremonies for the 
continuing medical function of the 
Department of Mental Health at 
William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center. 

Beverly Rodriguez (M.Ed. '75) has 
been elected to the 1998 board of 
directors for the El Paso Zoological 
Society. 

Robert Seltzer (B.A. '76) received the 
Sign of the Times Award for Writer of 
the Year from the El Paso Times. 

Pat Shelton (M.B.A. '79) has been 
elected secretary of the board for the 
El Paso Zoological Society. 

CindyValles (B.S.Ed. '77; M.Ed. '86) 
is a bilingual kindergarten teacher at 
Putnam Elementary School in El Paso. 

Garry Warren (B.S.Met. '70; M.S. '73) 
received the 1998 Distinguished Service 
Award from the Minerals, Metals and 
Materials Society. 

80ST 
Erica Castillo (B.A. '88) is a reporter 

and fill-in anchor for KDFW-TV in 
Dallas. 

Julieta Castaneda (B.S.N. '83; M.S.N. 

-· 

'90) has been selected as one of seven 
leadership externs for Sigma Theta Tau, 
the international honor' society for 
nursing. 

Gloria Basden-Choneska (B.S. '85) 
received the 1997 Milken Family 
Foundation National Educator Award. 

John Cordova (B.S.I.E. '88) is vice 
president at Viva Entertainment. 

Pauline Goolsby (B.S.I.E. '88) received 
her master's degree in secondary 
education from the University of New 
Mexico. 

Tommy Goolsby (B.S.M.E. '84; 
M.S.M.E. '87) has been promoted to a 
principal member position with the 
technical staff at Sandia National Labs 
in New Mexico. 

Francisco Hernandez (B.A. '89) is 
gaming commissioner at Y sleta Del Sur 
Pueblo (Tigua Indian Reservation). 

.Mark Lawson (B.S. '86) passed the 
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine 
Certification examination administered 
by the American Board of Pediatrics. 

Benita Munoz (B.B.A. '88) joined the 
Human Element of Business Inc. as a 
human resources project manager. 

Gary Norton (B.S. '87) is a 
shareholder in the law firm of Scott, 
Hulse, Marshall, Feuille, Finger and 
Thurmond, P.C. 

Carlos Sierra (B.B.A. '87) is operations 
manager of Millicare Environmental 
Services for El Paso, Dallas and Juarez. 

Craig Thompson (B.S. '80), president 
of the Texas Cooperative Education 
Association, was recognized by the 
organization as a statewide leader in 
developing co-op programs. 

90ST 
Jon Briggs (B.A. '91) received the Sign 

of the Times Award for Copy Editor of 
the Year from TheEl Paso Times. 

Carla Cardoza (B.A. '96) is the 
coordinator of the Multimedia Teaching 
and Learning Center at UTEP. 

Gilberta Gomez (B.B.A. '96) opened 
the Take One Cinemas in El Paso with 
family and friends. 
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