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September 4, 2012

By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

A�er losing �ve wide receivers to 
graduation in 2011, �e UTEP Miners 
have only two returning wide receivers 
for the 2012 season, including leading 
receiver senior Mike Edwards.

With plenty of young personnel, 
both Edwards and sophomore Jordan 
Leslie, will be the leaders and back-
bone of the passing game.

Wide receivers coach Guy Holliday 
is pleased to see that his two experi-
enced players are taking a leading role 
in the team.

“Our expectations follow what 
we’ve always done,” Holliday said. 

“We are the bomb squad of UTEP, so 
we expect to perform, we have a high 
level of expectation, and they buy into 
it, and we’re going to do what we al-
ways do, make plays.”

Holliday said newcomers perform 
better than expected and added that 
players such as sophomores Malcolm 
Trails and Jim Jones had an outstand-
ing camp during the summer. He also 
said that Ian Hamilton has shown 
good signs of being a great player, just 
needs to be more consistent.

During the 2011 regular season Ed-
wards and Leslie produced 40 percent 
of the total o�ensive yards.

Edwards recorded 50 receptions 
for 657 yards, averaged 54.8 yards per 

game and scored three touchdowns. He 
had at least two receptions every game 
and had �ve in �ve di�erent games. 
Meanwhile, Leslie had a total of 30 re-
ceptions for 430 yards.

Both players also have had to adapt to 
a new role in the team, which is to help 
the incoming receivers for the Miners.

“We got a lot of young receivers 
so we’ve being coaching them up 
and helping them to come in and 
make big plays,” Leslie said. ”We 
have young receivers like (freshman) 
Jaquan White coming in and a few 
more, they are very quick learners, 
they picked up the plays well and it’s 
fun to teach them.”

�e scrimmages that the team has 
held at the Sun Bowl, prior to the sea-
son, helped them to improve in vari-
ous aspects.

“All you can do is show them how to 
work,” Edwards said. “You have to get 
in their ear, talk to them, and teach 
them what to do and how to do it, 
so that they are ready for the games, 
because this season, every game is a 
big game.”

One of the strengths of the group of 
wide receivers is the depth. Holliday 
has variety of players from which to 
choose, and despite being very young 
Holliday said he admires the work 
ethic of his players.

“We feel we should be okay, we 
need to get through the �rst games 
and give our guys experience on the 
�eld.” Holliday said.

�e passing game did very little 
during the 24-7 loss to Oklahoma 
Sept. 1. Leslie was the only of the 
two with a reception in the game that 
went for negative yardage.

Edwards, who also serves as the 
starting punt returner, su�ered a con-
cussion in the �nal minutes against 
the Sooners. According to head coach 
Mike Price, he will likely miss the up-
coming contest against Ole Miss Sept. 
8 in Oxford, Miss.

Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Football

Volleyball

Mexican national brings wealth of experience to the court

jusTin sTene / The Prospector
Junior middle blocker Xitlali Herrera was named to the preseason All-Conference 
team after only one season with the Miners. now she’s hoping to propel her team 
onto its first 20-win season in program history. 

By HErMAn DElGADO
The Prospector

UTEP volleyball junior Xitlali 
Herrera was named to the pre-sea-
son All-Conference USA team, and 
at six feet tall the Miners’ middle 
blocker stands out.

Mention volleyball and Herrera’s 
smile brightens up the entire gym. 
She loves the game, which keeps her 
busy all year around by competing in 
beach volleyball in Mexico, during 
the o�season.

She’s been playing beach volley-
ball since she was 14 years old, and it 

doesn’t look like the 20-year old will 
be taking any time o� soon.

“It’s a much more di�erent game...
everything is di�erent, you have to 
play against the elements, and it’s just 
you and another player,” Herrera said. 
“In college volleyball you have to de-
pend on six other players, and you 
have to work as a team in order for 
everything to come together.”

Herrera arrived at UTEP in 2011 af-
ter making her name known at the in-
ternational level, playing for the Mex-
ican national team. �ere she helped 
Mexico reach seven top 10 �nishes in 
the World Tour.

Herrera led the Miners in kills, 
hitting percentage, kills per set and 
blocks in her �rst season at UTEP.

Volleyball head coach Ken Murphy 
said he enjoys working with Herrera 
and enjoys having her on the team.

“She comes in and she’s got a lot of 
experience, and so you can coach her 
a little di�erent, because she’s a little 
bit more sophisticated,” Murphy said. 
“A great all-around player, and I’m 
happy to have her on my team. �is is 
the best team I’ve had since I’ve been 
here, and so the expectations I have is 

to get them accustomed to competing 
with the best teams in the country.”

�e big test and challenge comes on 
Oct. 12, when Murphy and his Min-
ers face the Tulsa Golden Hurricane, 
which are the 2012 Conference USA 
preseason favorites.

“Tulsa is standard top-25 team by 
the time we play them, they are all se-
niors, and if we can beat them or com-
pete with them we have made a lot of 
progress towards our goal of having a 
successful season,” Murphy said.

Junior outside hitter Jeané Horton, 
has been on the squad since 2009 and 
has high expectations for her team. 
She’s looking forward to the Confer-
ence USA Tournament and believes 
they have a good chance of doing 
great things this season.

“Our goal is to have 20-plus wins 
this season, we had 19 last year, but 
no UTEP volleyball team has ever 
won more than 20 games,” Horton 
said. “Don’t sleep on us, we’re coming 
for the Conference USA title.”

On playing with Herrera, Horton 
complimented her teammate for what 
she adds to the squad.

“It’s amazing. It’s awesome to play 

with her, she’s a great athlete, she 

competes really well and she knows 

the game of volleyball,” Horton said. 

“She has so much experience from 

playing in Mexico and bringing it 

over here to the States, like she’s 

showing us a whole another broad 

idea and mindset of volleyball and so 

I enjoy it every time I come out here 

and I learn from her.”

One thing that motivates these 

young players is the crowd attendance 

they receive from the local communi-

ty and the student body. �ey enjoy 

looking up into the bleachers and see-

ing a sea of orange and blue.

“We have great crowds for our 

home games, and the crowds are al-

ways very intense...it gets loud in 

here,” Murphy said.

Herman Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Pair of wideouts looking to solidify passing game

jusinT sTene And brAndy PosAdA / The Prospector
Duo of wide receivers sophomore jordan Leslie (top) and senior Mike edwards combined for 1,087 yards and five touchdowns 
in 2011. They are looking to improve on that in 2012.

C-usA
recognition: soPHoMore running bACk nATHAn jeffery wAs nAMed THe ConferenCe usA offensive 
PLAyer of THe week AfTer His 21 CArry 177 yArd PerforMAnCe AgAinsT okLAHoMA.
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