
University of Texas at El Paso
DigitalCommons@UTEP

NOVA UTEP History Resources

Spring 1998

Nova Quarterly: The University of Texas at El Paso
News and Publications Office, UTEP

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/nova

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the UTEP History Resources at DigitalCommons@UTEP. It has been accepted for inclusion
in NOVA by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UTEP. For more information, please contact lweber@utep.edu.

Recommended Citation
News and Publications Office, UTEP, "Nova Quarterly: The University of Texas at El Paso" (1998). NOVA. 99.
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/nova/99

http://digitalcommons.utep.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.utep.edu%2Fnova%2F99&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/nova?utm_source=digitalcommons.utep.edu%2Fnova%2F99&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/utep_hist?utm_source=digitalcommons.utep.edu%2Fnova%2F99&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/nova?utm_source=digitalcommons.utep.edu%2Fnova%2F99&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.utep.edu/nova/99?utm_source=digitalcommons.utep.edu%2Fnova%2F99&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lweber@utep.edu




• FROM THE EDITOR • 
-· 

This issue of NOVA Quarterly focuses on UTEP's amazing decade of growth under President Diana 
Natalicio's leadership. As you'll read in a special insert, UTEP has experienced an extraordinary 
evolution during this decade. And in a profile on Dr. Natalicio, you'll learn what makes her the 
outstanding president she is: her commitment, compassion and understanding of what's important at 

UTEP- its students. 
While this issue focuses on the past ten years, I can personally reflect on 20 years of change at 

UTEP. Since 1978, I have worked at UTEP and on NOVA magazine- first as a graphic artist and now as 
editor. As I look back at old issues, the contrast between the university then and now is amazing, yet 
the quest for excellence and service to the community are themes replayed throughout the years. 
When I reread a June 1981 issue which featured an article on then Dean of Liberal Arts, Diana 
Natalicio, it reminds me that even then she had a keen understanding of what was important at UTEP. 

As dean, she focused on the diversity of programs and encouraged faculty members to work 
together as a team on matters that affected the college. She understood the importance of UTEP's 
relationship with the community and the idea of community service and outreach. Besides cultural 
and artistic programs, the college addressed special needs through the Speech, Hearing and Language 
Center and the Child Behavior Clinic. Promising new programs such as industrial psychology and 
Spanish language theater were initiated to provide relevant educational experiences for the people of 
this region. 

In 1979, the university achieved a landmark when Gary Massingill received the university's first 
doctorate in Geological Sciences. Now, UTEP proudly boasts seven doctoral programs, with an eighth 
in history in the works. 

During the late 70s the University Library went on -line and offered computerized searches that 
offered immense assistance to university researchers. Today at UTEP, the Internet and distance 
learning bring the world into the classroom with the touch of a button. 

In 1980, the university celebrated reaching a fundraising milestone - the Excellence Fund raised 
$1 million in a single year. Last year, the university unveiled the ambitious $50 million Legacy Cam­
paign aimed at ensuring UTEP's future and providing a solid foundation to allow the university to 
offer the region excellent educational opportunities and community service programs. 

The early 80s also were a time of defining the university's identity. From changing the school 
colors (orange and white to orange, blue and white) and song ("The Eyes ofTexas" to "Miners Fight") 
to calling ourselves UTEP instead of UT El Paso, a groundswell movement was afoot to redefine the 
university. Fortunately, the universitY also reclaimed its single most identifying characteristic- its 
Bhutanese architecture. After deviating from this style, the university embraced it again with the new 
Library and Business Administration Building. The Undergraduate Learning Center, opened this fall, 
utilizes this ancient architectural style to house the latest in modern technology. 

Through the years, UTEP has undergone many changes and has grown both in size and perspec­
tive. I would say, so have people, such as myself, who have been at the university, as students, faculty 
or staff members. 

When I first came to the university, just out of college, my ambitions were narrowly focused. 

Working at UTEP offered me an education that enriched me beyond my expectations and extended 
opportunities to learn and grow in ways that I had never dreamed. And, like President Natalicio says in 
her profile, I could not have done it alone. I have worked for and with extraordinary people who have 
encouraged and sometimes pushed me to take on new challenges and expand my talents. 

UTEP is a place that takes a student who sometimes does not even know what his or her talents or 
capabilities are and shapes them into leaders who will have a lasting impact on this community and 
the world. That is what UTEP's mission is all about - making it possible for an individual and a 
community to reach their highest aspirations and dreams. 

- Kathleen Rogers 









































































60ST 
Ken Flynn (B.A. '69) is a business 

reporter with the El Paso Times. 
Frank Hoy (B.B.A. '67) received the 

Leavey Award for Excellence in Private 
Enterprise Education for developing 
UTEP's Franchise Center. 

Fred Nelan (B.B.A. '65), a CPA, is 
counsel to the public accounting firm 
of Lauterbach, Borschow & Company 
P.C. 

70ST 
Juan Ayala (B.B.A. '79) assumed 

command of the U.S. Marines wing 
support squadron 271, in Cherry Point, 
N.C. 

Charles Edgren (B.A. '7 4) is an El Paso 
Times reporter. 

Ralph Klenik (B.S.M.E. '71) is 
manager of technical services for 
Hoegnaes Corporation in Riverton, N.J. 

Harriet May (B.S. '71) received the 
1997 YWCA Reach award. 

Ronald Miller (B.A. '72) specializes 
in employee benefits and personal 
finance at Compass Benefits Inc. 

Lorraine O'Donnell (B.S. Ed. '75; 
M.Ed. '85) received a doctorate in 
educational administration and 
development from New Mexico State 
University. She is the first female 
principal at Clint High School. 

Santiago Rodriguez (B.A. '70; M.Ed. 
'73) is dean ofEI Paso Community 
College's Mission del Paso, an 
education center in the Lower Valley 
scheduled to open this spring. 

Sharon Warwick (B.A. '71) was 
named National Middle School Art 
Educator of the Year by the National Art 
Education Association. 

80ST 
Deborah Alvarez (B.B.A. '89) is a 

controller at John D. Williams Company 
Insurance. 

Victor Ayala (B.A. '84) is team leader 
with American Express Travel Related 
Services in Albuquerque, N.M. He also 
volunteers with the city's Catholic 
Social Services that offers citizenship 
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programs and assists Cuban refugees. 
Laura Balentine (B.A. '87; M.P.A. '91) 

is executive director of the Children's 
Miracle Network in El Paso and 
Southern New Mexico. 

GuadalupedelaVega (B.B.A. '81) was 
inducted into the Philanthropy in Texas 
Hall of Fame for her work as the 
founder of the Mexican Federation of 
Private Health and Community 
Development Association. 

Jennifer Dudley (B.A. '83) received 
the 1997 YWCA Reach Award. 

Andres Franco (B.S. '86) is a United 
Airlines pilot instructor for Boeing 767' s. 

James Hobbs (B.S.N. '81) is vice 
president of nursing at Columbia 
Medical Center-West. 

Lea Nesbit (B.A. '89) is director of 
marketing for Auto Tester Inc. in Dallas. 

90ST 
Robert Boyd (B.S.C.E. '91; M.S.C.E 

'95) was named 1997 Young Engineer 
of the Year by the El Paso Chapter of the 
Texas Society of Professional Engineers. 

Laurie Gallardo (B.A. '94) is the public 
relations/marketing director for 
Planned Parenthood of El Paso. 

Paul Goldean (B.B.A. '94) specializes 
in business litigation with Strasburger 
& Price, L.L.P. 

Alberto Gonzalez (B.S.M.E. '94) is 
deployed to the Arabian Sea and Persian 
Gulf aboard the destroyer U.S.S. John 
Young. 

Greg Haan (B.S.C.E. '95; M.S.Env.E. 
'97) is an environmental engineer with 
the Texas Water Development Board in 
Houston. 

Sally Hurt (B.S.N. '90; M.S.N. '94) is 
vice president of nursing at Columbia 
Medical Center-East. 

Juan Lozano (B.A. '95) is a reporter 
with the Albuquerque Journal. 

Adair Margo (NG) was inducted into 
the Philanthropy in Texas Hall of Fame 
for her work with the Mexican 
Federation of Private Health and 
Community Development Association. 

Deborah Martin (B.A. '91) is an 
entertainment writer for the Corpus 
Christi Caller-Times. 

Laurie Muller (B.A. '75) is the news 
editor for the El Paso Times. 

Salvador Nares (B.S. '92; M.S. '96) is 
the second Baylor College of Dentistry 
graduate student to earn one offour 
coveted Mentored Clinical Scientist 
Development Awards from the National 
Institute of Dental Research. 

Ruben Ortiz (B.B.A. '92) earned his 
M.B.A. and J.D. degrees from Washburn 
University. He is a legal clerk at the 
Malcolm McGregor law office. 

Leta Powell (B. B.A. '92) is an associate 
of the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith & Rowley 
law firm. 

Cezar Quiarnbao (B.S.N. '91) is 
director of respiratory care for 
Providence Memorial Hospital. 

JerryVenable (B.A. '90; M.A. '92) is 
director of human resources for Rio 
Vista Physical Rehabilitation Hospital. 

Liliana Woo (B.S. '95), a graduate 
student at Harvard Medical School, 
received the Southwest Association of 
Hispanic American Physicians 
scholarship. 

OBITUARIES 
Dru John (B.B.A. '76) July 16, 1996. 

John, a resident of Kansas, was a retired 
administrator at Eastwood Medical 
Center. At UTEP, he was a starter on the 
football team and an assistant line 
coach. He is survived by his wife, Lisa; 
one son; and parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Milton John. 

Allan Fine (B.S.E.E. '51) Feb. 1, 1997. 
Fine, a resident of Pittsburgh, retired 
from Westinghouse Corporation after 
38 years of service. He is survived by 
three children; four grandchildren; and 
one sister. 

Ned Moore (B.B.A. '57) July 26, 1997. 
Moore, a resident of Houston who 
retired from the U.S. Army, worked for 
Shell Oil Co. for almost 40 years. At 
UTEP, he was a member of the 
basketball team. He is survived by his 
wife, Carolyn; daughter, Terri; son, 
Steve; brother, Dee; and six 
grandchildren. 

Claude Hames II (M.B.A. '80) Oct. 2, 
1997. Hames, a resident of Coppell, 
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