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El i zabe th  Hooks  Ke11y

In terv iewed by  Dav id  Sa lazar

K : I  was  born  here  in  E l  Paso on  June 
. l0 ,  

lB9B;  I 'm no t  a  newcomer  here .  I

went  to  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l ,  and be fore  tha t ,  in  g rade schoo l  ,  I  went  to

Lore t to  Academy.  I ' ve  done ex t ra  work  a t  the  Texas  Co l lege o f  Mines

(Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  E l  Paso)  and Co lumbia  Un ivers i ty  in  New York .

Cou ' ld  you te l l  me what  type  o f  work  you d id  a t  the  un ivers i t jes?

In  New York ,  i t  was  s to ry te l l i ng ,  and  a t  the  un ive rs j t y  up  here ,  i t  was

Botany .  Jus t  genera l  th ' ings ;  no  l ib ra ry  work  /waV invo lved there .  But

the  s to ry te l l ing  / ;V  Co lunrb ja ,  o f  course ,  was  l ib ra ry  work .  Then I  went

to  P la t t  Ins t i tu te  o f  L ib rary  Sc ience.  I  went  there  when you go t  in  by

a  compet i t j ve  examinat ion ,  and you had to  have two fo re ign  languages.  I  had

French and Span ish .  The Span ish  was easy ,  because I  had to  t rans la te  Ch ' i cken

Li t t le. .  Remember that  stor.v?

Yes .

And the  on ly  th ing  tha t  s t ruck  me was,  I  cou ldn ' t  remember  the  Span ish  word

for  tu rkey .  I  remember  the  word  we use here ,  bu t  I  can ' t  remember  the  Span ish

word .  I ' ve  never  been qu i te  sure  what  the  French l i to ry l  was  about ,  bu t  ev i -

dent ly  i t  was  c lose  enough to  ge t  over .  Then you a lso  had to  show your  typ ing .

I  g radua ted  in '21 .  A t  tha t  t ime ,  i t  was  s t i l l  under  the  in f luence  o f

o ld  Mr .  P la t t ,  who founded i t .  He be ' l jeved in  anybody learn ing  a  t rade;  he

coun ted  l i b ra r iansh jp  as  a  t rade .  And  they  d idn ' t  g i ve  a  degree .  Now,  JoU

have tohave  four  years  o f  co l lege  to  ge t  your  mas te r ' s  in  l i b ra ry  sc ience ,

bu t  I  s t i l l  don ' t  th ink  tha t  they  teach any  more  than they  used to .  I  went

to  l ib ra ry  schoo l  because I  had typho id  fever .  I  was  go ing  to  ln le l les ' ley

with my s ' is ter  Mary / tb become/ a teacher,  but  by the t ime I  got  back, I

cou ldn ' t  do  any th ing  fo r  the  year .  So,  I  went  down and apprent iced  w i th  the

q .
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S :

K :

l i b ra ry  /_ ins tead / .  
' I hen ,  

I  wen t  on  to  l i b ra ry  schoo l .  I ' ve  been  t ru l y

thank fu l ,  / b -ecauseT  I  don ' t  t h ink  tha t  I  wou ld  have  been  a  good  teacher .

The  on l y  teach ing  I ' ve  eve r  done  was  when  I  LTaugh f l  t he  cou rse  j n  Ch i l d ren ' s

L i terature at  Texas Western.  When the c lass formed,  the woman that  was go-

i ng  t o  t each  j t  j o i ned  t he  WAVE 's  and  l e f t .  She  l e f t  i t  w j t h  a  l o t  o f  s t u -

den ts  and  nobody  to  teach  i t .  So  they  came down  and  ta l ked  to  N l r s .  Su l l i van ,

and  Mrs .  Su l l i van  t a l ked  me  i n to  do ing  i t .  I t  was  l o t s  o f  f un .

When  d id  you  s ta r t  i n  l j b ra r y  adm jn i s t r a t i on?

The  f i r s t  o f  Sep tember ,1921 .  I  s t a r t ed  j n  as  a  gene ra l  ass i s t an t  i n  t he

Re fe rence  Depa r tmen t .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  I 'm  t he  wo rs t  r e fe rence  l i b ra r i an ,

bu t  I 'm  m jgh ty  c lose  to  i t l  ( Laugh te r )  And  the  on l y  pe rson  tha t  was  more

re l ' i e ved  t han  I ,  when  I  was  made  Ch i l d ren ' s  L ' i b ra r i an ,  was  Mrs .  McWr igh t ,

who ry65 the rhead of  the Reference Depar tment .  She was g ' lad to  get  r id  of  me,

and  I  was  g lad  to  go .

How d id  you  happen  to  be  h i red?

I  app ren t i ced  down  the re ,  and  I  knew tha t  a  j ob  wou ld  be  wa i t i ng  fo r  me  when

I  came back / I "ere/ .  So,  I  came back,  instead of  go ing to  Seat t l  e  or  /Tol

t he  B rownsv i l l e  Ch i l d ren ' s  L i b ra r y  i n  B rook l yn .  I n  t hose  days ,  l j b ra r i ans

were so scarce that  you had a choice between three or  four  of fers .  The head

of  the 
' l  

ibrary  school  was most  annoyed because I  /accepted a iobT for  $90 a

mon th .  She  sa id  tha t  I g ,  P la t t  g radua te  shou ld  go  fo r  l ess  than  $ " l00  a  mon th .

(When  I  was  l ' i b ra r i an  he re ,  I  t r i ed  to  ge t  a  P la t t  g radua te  ,  l p i r /  I  cou ldn ' t

ge t  he r  f o r  any th ing  tha t  u le  cou ld  beg in  to  a f fo rd . )

When I  came back,  as I  say,  I  was in  the Reference Depar tment  unt i l  I

go t  t he  Ch i l d ren ' s  Room.  The  f i r s t  t h ing  I  d id  was  to  change  i t  f r om the

Ch i l d ren ' s  Room to  t he  Boys ' and  G i r l s '  Depa r tmen t ;  because ,  you  know ,  i f

you ' r e  i n  t he  s i x t h  g rade ,  Vou ' r e  no  ch i l d .  The  ch ' i l d ren  d i dn ' t  m ind  me

K:
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S:

K :

be ing  the  Ch i ld ren 's  L ib ra r ian ,  bu t  they  d idnr t  wan t  to  be  ca l led  ch i ' l d ren .

So ,  j t ' s  the  Boys '  and  G i r l s '  Depar tment .

A t  f i r s t  appearance ,  wha t  d id  the  l i b ra ry  look  l j ke?

I t  was  smal l ,  o f  course .  And they  had jus t  en la rged i t - - the  two w ings

and the  second s to ry  were  added.  Whi le  they  were  do ing  tha t ,  par t  o f  the

f ib ra ry  was  housed  in  L jber ty  Ha l l  and ' in  the  b ig  co r r ido r  beh jnd  i t .  I

m jssed tha t ;  I  wasn ' t  here  then.  They  sa id  i t  was  very  n ice  when they  had

the  concer ts ,  bu t  when they  had box ing ,  basketba l l ,  and  ch icken shows,  j t  was

no isy .  (Laughter )  But  the  I ib ra ry  had jus t  been f in jshed be ing  en ' la rged

when I  s ta r ted .  I t  was  loca ted  beh jnd  the  new l ib ra ry .  I t ' s  been to rn  down

in  the  las t  two  years .

After we moved out,  i t  was taken over by the Ci ty-County Heal th Depart-

ment .  (Chuck le )  Now,  th ' i s  i s  nas ty .  A  Mrs .  Far r ing ton ,  who was the  L ib -

ra r ian  a t  tha t  t ime,  kept  on  say ing  tha t  the  bu i ld ing  was no t  sa fe .  Every -

body  sa id ,  "She jus t  wants  a  new bu j ' ld jng . "  The C i ty -County  Hea l th  Depar t -

ment  moved in ,  and the  roo f  fe l  l  F i l  on  the  denta l  bu i ld ' ing .  (Laughter )

There was nobody in i t ,  but  we fel t  real ly and truly Llha/ the Lord was

sure ly  on  the  l i b ra ry ' s  s ide  tha t  t ime .  Then ,  o f  course ,  in '54  we  had  the

new bu i ld ing ,  We h i red  a  van l ine  to  move us .  [ ^ le  had very  care fu l l y  worked

out  exac t ly  where  each group o f  books  was to  go ,  and we moved ' in  very  eas i l y .

Now,  a f te r  I  /6eca*g7 t ib ra r jan ,  we sh j f ted  some o f  the  co l lec t ions .  A  l ib -

ra ry  i s  l j ke  a  house:  You pu t  th ings  where  you th ink  you want  them fo r  ever

and ever ,  and then you f jnd  a  be t te r  p lace  somewhere  e lse .  So,  we d id  i t  on

Sunday and Labor Day. Everybody came down and worked l ike dogs. Mr.  Ralph

Se ' i t s inger  was l r4ayor ,  so  we inv i ted  /h im and h is  w i fe /  to  come by  fo r  lunch.

They went to church f i rst ,  and al l  the Mayor got was some turkey stuf f ing;

Mrs .  Se j ts inger  go t  a  few scraps  o f  tu rkey  w i th  i t .  The res t  o f  /The fooO/
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s .

we had ea ten  up .

T'hey showed up I ate?

They went  to  church  f i r "s t ,  and we d idn ' t  count  on  them rea l l y  coming.  So

we d idn ' t  wa i t  fo r  them,  and we a te  every th ing .  you  know,  ' ; f  you  have a

crowd o f  peop le  work ing  hard  j t ' s  amaz ing  how much they  can ea t .

How many peop le  d id  you have work ing  fo r  you  a t  tha t  t ime?

when I  s ta r ted ,  there  were  f i f teen  on  the  s ta f f .  when I  s topped,  I  had 93 ,

I  th ink ,  work ing  fo r  me.

Were these al  I  f  u l  I  - t ' ime?

We had some hal f - t ime students.  We would have one iob N:t i l  two / i tudentt .

As  a  ru le ,  /They  wereT UTEP s tudents .  One wou ld  come in  in  the  morn ing ,  and

one wou ld  come in  the  a f te rnoon.  I t  worked ou t  very  n ice ' l y .  b le  had awfu l ' l y

n ice  peop le  work ing  fo r  us ,  and most  o f  thenr  have been very  success fu l  a f te r -

wards .  Then,o f  course ,  we had some crumbs.  You a lways  do  i f  you  have tha t

many peop le .  (Laughter )  The prob lems ' in  fac i l i t i es . . .  /Ee fore /  they  re -

mode led  the  o ld  bu i ld ing ,  the re  was  a  f i rep ' lace  jn  the  Ch j ld ren 's  Room.  When

they  remode led  i t ,  they  pu t  the  f loor  over  the  f i rep lace  and the  ch imney end-

ed  up  under  the  Re fe rence  L ib ra r ian 's  desk .  So ,  o f  course ,  we  cou ldn ' t  use

i t .  Even tua l l y ,  we  go t  a  l i t t l e  money ,  she lved  the  f i rep lace ,  and  pu t  the

easy books there.

You had no  b ig  p rob lems l i ke  the  Un ivers i ty  does  now? They don ' t  have enough

room to  pu t  up  the  books .

Yes ,  because when they  remode led  the  bu i ld ' ing ,  they  f igured  tha t  i t  wou ld  las t

fo r  50  years .  And  j t  d idn ' t ,  you  see .

Do you happen to know how much the remodel ing cost?

Andrew Carneg ie  gave the  money fo r  the  new bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  is  the  o ld  l ib ra ry

lT f ra t ' s7  been to rn  down.  A f te r i t  was  s ta r ted ,  they  d idn ' t  have qu ' i te  enough
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money,  lF i l  he  gave another  ten  thousand do l la rs .  But  he  gave the  money fo r

the  bu i ld ing ,  he  d ' i dn ' t  endow i t .  You  see ,  Carneg ie  d id  th ' i ngs  two  ways :

He gave money fo r  the  bu i ld ing ,  and he  gave money fo r  the  endownent .  S ince

we have  had  a  pub l i c ' l i b ra ry ,  i t  has  been  suppor ted  by  c i t y  taxes .  A t  one

t ime i t  was  $450 a  month ,  wh ich  wasn ' t  qu i te  enough fund ing .  The C i ty  gave

us  a  char te r . . .  You  see ,  the  l i b ra ry  i s  no t  1ega1 ly  par t  o f  the  C i t y ,  i t  i s

run  by  a  l ib ra ry  board  w i th  a  char te r  reg is te red  in  the  s ta te  o f  Texas .  Ac-

cord ing  to  tha t ,  the  Cr ' t y  i s  ob l iged to  pay  the  l ib ra r ian  a  cer ta in  sum fo r

each  ha l f  a  m i1 ' l i on ,  I  th ink  i t  i s ,  o f  the  c ' i t y  taxes .  I f  tha t  was  a l l  we

got ,  we 'd  be  sunk ,  because the  C i ty  rea ' l1y  has  been very  generous .  The l ib -

ra ry  has  never  had to  pay  fo r  the  land tha t  the  bu ' i ld ing ' i s  on .  You see,

the  o ld  bu i ' ld ing  and the  new bu i ' ld ing  are  bo th  on  a  c i ty  park ;  the  Memor ia l

Branch is in Memoria ' l  Park;  the Burges Branch was given to us by the people

t f ra t  / s 'e t  uy  tne  d ' i s t r i c t ,  tha t  shopp ing  center ;  Joseph jne  C l  a rdy  Fox

gave us l lung]./ for the Clardy Fox /Branch]; and the City cave us the p'lace

for  the  Lower  Va11ey Branch a lso .  l4 r .  Schwar tz ,  who js  Pres ident  o f  the

Board ,  and I  went  down to  see what  land was ava i lab le  f rom the  c i ty .  Mr .

Schwar tz  looks  a t  the  man and says ,  "That  wou ld  be  f ine . "  Mr .  Cunn ' ingham

sa id ,  " I 'm  sor ry ,  tha t ' s  a l ready  ded ' i ca ted .  "  I t  was  ded ica ted  fo r  a  garbage

storage p1ace.  The t rucks  wou ld  be  taken down there  and c leaned.  The mayor ,

the  C i ty  Counc i l ,  and  the  Hea l th  Depar tment  a l l  assured the  peop le  down there

tha t  lThe c lean ing /  wou ld  be  done by  s team,  tha t  there  wou ld  be  no  f i res ,  no

odor .  Two days  be fore  e lec t ion ,  i t  was  g iven to  us .

Who made up the Library Board?

The L ib rary  Board  changes,  bu t l rv ing  Schwar tz  was the  Pres ident  a t  tha t

t ime.  I t ' s  a  se l f -pe rpe tua t jng  board .  The  o r ig ina l  board ,  I  th jnk ,  i s  j n -

te res t ing .  (Now,  th i s  l i t t l e  book  g ives  the  o r ig ina l  board . )  l n  
. l 900  

Mary
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Stanton  was pres jdent ,  Grace Townsend was the  v ice-pres ident ,  Mar ie  A l len

was the  secre tary ,  Fanny C lark  was the  t r ,easurer ,  Margare t  Be l1 ,  A lba  Ko l -

berg ,  I la ry  Ramsey,  Agnes Stewar t ,  Dr .Pau l  Ga1 lagher ,  Mr . l4oorhead,  R ichard

Burqes ,  Fe l i x  Mar t fnez ,  and  Mr .  Courchesne  made up  the  Board .  I  can ' t  te l l

you  o f f -hand who the  new board  is ,  because i t  had some recent  add i t jons  to

i t .  The who le  t ' ime tha t  I  was  L ib rar jan ,  I rv ingSchwar tz  was the  pres ident .

Jane Burges  Per renot  had been pres ident ,  I  don ' t  know who the  new pres ident

o f  the  board ' i s .  I 'm  sor ry ;  bu t  when  I  re t i redo  I . . .  No  po in t  i n  runn ing

sonre th jng  fo r  somebody e lse .

S :  Who usua l l y  se lec ts  the  Board?

K:  The Board  is  se lec ted  f rom the  membersh jp  o f  the  E1 Paso L ' ib ra ry  Assoc ia t jon .

Anybody who wants to jo in pays two dol lars a year,  but  you have to belong

ttro i i l  two years before you can vote.  t t layor Burges put that  jn the charter--

he  was a  snar t  man.  He wanted  the  l ib ra ry  ou t  o f  po l i t i cs .  / f - .  fe l t  tha f l

anybody tha t  was  in te res ted  enough to  be long fo r  two years  was ' in te res ted

/enough to vote7. That way you cou' ldn' t  iust  br ing in a crowd of  people

who wanted  to  take  over  the  l ib ra ry .

Now,  censorsh ip . . .  The  l i b ra ry  has  fough t  shy  o f  censorsh ip  ever  s ince

i t  was  f i rs t  o rgan ized,  because you are  no t  supposed to  te l l  peop le  what  they

have to read or what they should read. Now, I  know a man came in once when

I  was a t  the  desk ,  and he  was sure  we d jdn ' t  have 6py th ing  by  Kar l  Marx- -and

we d id .  I t  took  the  w ind  ou t  o f  h i s  sa i1s ,  wh ich  I  en ioyed .  Then ,  The

Amer ican_ ' i za t ion  o f lm i ly  was  one o f  the  books  tha t  we go t  and were  c i rcu la -

t ing .  We found j t  was  banned ou t  a t  the  Pos t  L ib rary ,  bu t  they  wou ld  come

down here  and ge t  i t .  Bu t ,  censorsh ip  doesn ' t  mean tha t  you  have to  have a

ter r ib ly  d i r ty  book .  Now,  what  was i t  tha t  they  were  ask ing  about  once?

It  was The Trguig_gJ_lg_lgef .  We didn' i  have j  t .  We hadn' t  any requests
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for  j t .  A f te r  i t  was  a l l  in  the  paper  and so  on  and so  fo r th ,  we had two

reques ts .  Bu t  we  d idn ' t  buy  i t ,  ' cause  you  don ' t  buy  a  book  fo r  jus t  two

peop le ;  bu t  you  don ' t  t r y  to  censor  i t .  You  t ry  to  have  as  w jde  a  co l lec t ion

of  books  as  you can poss in ty  4 'avg7.  For  ins tance,  when the  re f iner jes  came

in  we go t  more  books  on  /Fe f in ingT;  be fore  tha t ,  we had a  wonder fu l  co l lec -

t ion  o f  m ' in ' ing  books  and geo logy  /6ooky  because th is  a rea  was ' in te res ted  in

tha t .  A f te r  the  Garden C lub  s ta r ted  good,  we go t  more  books  on  f lower  a r -

rangement.  When they put in the racetrack up here,  we got some books on

horses .  You t ry  to  ge t  your  co l lec t jon  to  re f lec t  what  the  town wants  to

read .  0 f  course ,  Vou  have  a  lo t  o f  f i c t j on  and  a  lo t  o f  b iog raphy- -1 igh t

th ings .  Bu t  you  t ry  to  ba lance  j t  so  tha t  you  don ' t  have  a l l .  the  f  i gh t

th ings .  Then we have as  many bus jness  books  as  /wt  can ge t .  A l l  o f  them

cos t  l ' i ke  s in ,  and  you  can ' t  a f fo rd  every th ing  you  want .

The  l ' i b ra ry  has  a lways  had ,  s ta r t ing  w i th  Mrs .  Su l l i van ,  a  wonder fu l

co l lec t ion  o f  books  in  Span ish  and about  M6x ico  and the  Southwest .  When

Mrs .  Su l l i van 's  month ly  budget  was /on ly7  $450,  she bought  the  K ' ingsbury ,

wh jch  i s  a  co l lec t ion  o f  the  Az tec  Codex .  And  I  th ink  the re  a re  s t i l l  on ly

two o ther  cop ies  jn  Texas .  She spent  $600 fo r  them.  But  she was a  smar t

woman, / i f re could seeT that i t  was more important for  the' l ibrary to have

/ tha t  ra the i /  than a  lo t  o f  f  i c t ion  or  
' l  

i gh t  read ing .  Then the  Mex ican

government gave us books ,  lu l  rg- / .  Di  f ferent peopl  e have gi  ven us col  I  ect ' ions

of  books  on  Span ish ,  on  the  Southwest .  In le  were  so  th r i11ed,  because a  man

came in once /*qZ found what he wanted, 6 'n{ l  he hadn' t  been able to f ind

l7 t  u t  the  L ib rary  o f  Congress .  That ' s  one th ing  to  remember .  I  imag ine

that the L ' ibrary of  Congress t r ied to buy i t  immediately.

Out  o f  the  peop le  tha t  donated  th ings ,  d id  you have anyone who donated  a

great deal  ?
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K:  Yes .  You know Sugar  Goodman los t  a  b ro ther  when he  was qu i te  young;  the

Goodmans have g ' i ven  severa l  thousand do l  Ia rs .  Then I rv ingschwar tz  had a  ch i ' ld

who died when he was about seven and they gave. The Popular Dry Goods Com-

pany employees  gave. . . I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  exac t ly  how much money.  But  jns tead

of  send ing  f lowers  o r  someth ing  l j ke  tha t ,  they  gave the  money to  the  l ib ra ry

and  we es tab l i shed  the  g i f t  fo r  tha t  ch i ld - -qe t t ing  books  su i tab le  fo r  tha t

age group.  Georg ia  Kraukauer  has  been g iv ing  money on  Chr is tmas and on  the

boy 's  b ' i r thday ,  t f  jngs  l  j ke  tha t .  Then,  the  Carneg ie  Corpora t ion  have a

very  love ly  co l lec t ion  o f  p i c tu res ,  pho tographs  o f  a rch ' i tec tu re ,  pa in t ings ,

and so  fo r th  and so  on ,  and books  to  go  w i th  i t .  Dr .  Vandenbeer 's  mother -

in - law gave  us  the  Sh ipman Co l lec t ion .  Now,  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Sh ipman had  co l lec ted

a  g rea t  many  very  in te res t ing  th ings .  I t  i nc ludes ,  fo r  j ns tance ,  th i s  one

le t te r  wr i t ten  by  one o f  the  Rangers .  Somebody had wr j t ten  in  compla in ing

about  the  money he  had asked fo r  a  funera l .  He exp la ins  very  g raph ica l l y

tha t  th is  Ranger  had been k i l led ,  was ' l y ing  jn  the  deser t ,  /and tha tT  be tween

the  an ima ls  and  the  an ts ,  i t  was  a  p rob lem to  f i x  h ' im  up  su i tab ly .  Then ,

they  a lso  have  a  l j s t  o f  th i s  t roop  o f  Rangers .  i t  g i ves  the  names,  ages ,

he igh ts ,  and co lo r  o f  the j r  eyes .  /Ana i t  says  tha tT  one o f  them had bought

an  ex t ra  pa i r  o f  boo ts .  Bu t  j t ' s  tha t  t ype  o f  th ing .

Then the Rusk Edwards papers were given to us by Mrs.  Peyton Edwards

and her  daughters .  That  jnc ludes  or ig ina l  le t te rs  and the  on ly  ex is t ' ing

s igned copy  o f  the  Trea ty  o f  Ve]dsquez,  wh ich  was the  on ly  t rea ty  be tween

the  Repub l ic  o f  Texas  and the  Repub l ic  o f  M6x ico .  I t  was  no t  ra t i f ied  by

e1 ther  government .  Bu t  i t s  wr i t ten  pages  a re  d iv ided- - i t ' s  wr i t ten  on  paper

be long ing  to  the  Mex ican  Army- -one  s ide  i s  in  Eng l  i sh  and  one  s ide  i s  in

Span ish .  Genera l  Santa  Ana s igned the  Span ish  s ide  and the  Pres ident  o f

Texas  s igned  the  Eng l  i sh  s ide .
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S:

L \ .

Houston?

No,  i t  was  Jones ,  I  th jnk .  Bu t  now,  YOU' re  go ing  to  have  to ' l ook  tha t  up

because my m' ind  somet imes has  gaps  in ' i t ,  and  I 'd  ha te  to  pu t  someth ing

down and say  th is  ' i s  abso lu te l  y  f igh ! ] .  The peop le  tha t  bought  the  Mi l l s

Bu i ld ing  gave us  a  very  wonder fu l  co l lec t ' ion  o f  maps o f  ear ly  E l  Paso.  I t

i nc ludes  a  map w i th  i l l us t ra t ions  o f  Over land  S t ree t  w i th  the  0ver land  S tage

go ing  down i t  and  th ings  l j ke  tha t .  Those  a re  inva ]uab le .

These  types  o f  co l lec t ions ,  then ,  a re  more  l i ke  a rch ives .

Yes .  Now those are  s t r i c l t y  a rch jves ,  you  can look  a t  them.  And I  don ' t

th ink  they  make you wash your  hands  be fore  you do ,  bu t  they  cer ta in ly  don ' t

turn you loose with them; lFu!/  they are avai lable.

Then,  when Mr .  Wi lmark  d jed ,  there  was a  g ' i f t  fo r  h im.  And when Mrs .

Su l l i van  d ied ,  there  v las  a  good many The las t  one o f  those tha t

we have is  when Pat  Bryson,  Conrey  Bryson 's  w j fe  who was the  l ib ra r ian  ou t

at  l ' lemorial  ,  d ied.  The gi f ts for  her are just  being bought.  Conrey wanted

ch i l  d ren 's  books  fo r  her .  They  a ' l ' l  go  to  the  Memor ia l  Branch,  ' cause tha t ' s

where  she was"  Then,  the  Mex ican government ,  as  I  sa id ,  has  g iven uS some.

And the  French government .  Now,  why?- - I  don ' t  know. /But/  they sent us

250 books in French. Th' is was iust  af ter  l , .Jor ld War I .  Then, of  course'

there  have been ' innumerab le  smal l  g i f t s .  And the  smal l  g i f t s  somet ' imes

amounted to several  hundred dol lars.  But these iust  about cover the b ' ig

ones .  S ta f f  assoc ia tes ,  mos t  o f  those . . .  NoW,  I  th ink  I  ment ioned  Mrs .

Mcf , l r igh t .  I 'm s t i l l  scared  to  death  o f  her .  E t  she 'd  come in  th is  room

now,  I  wou ld  s tand up  and sh iver  in  my boots .  She tn tas  one o f  the  most  com-

peten t  peop le  I  have ever  known.  She cou ld  look  a t  you ,  and you wou ld  s ink

straight through the f loor.  b lhen I  worked in the Reference Department wi th

her ,  I  went  th rough the  f loor  most  o f  the  t ime.

S:

V .
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ln l rs .  Su l l  i van  was L ib rar ian  there  fo r  most  o f  the  t ime I was work ing

0ne yearthere .  She was a  peach.  She

there was an art  teacher f rom

was

/on{  o f  the  eas te rn  co l ' l eges .  Mrs .  Su l l i van

a gent ' lewoman and a scholar"

had the staff  come /f i ' "ear hef, .  See, there were just f j f teen of us. The

woman gave us  a  l j t t le  a r t  ta lk  be fore  we opened.  Mrs .  Su l l i van  worked

awfu l ] y  hard ,  as  i  say ,  on  the  Span ish  co l lec t ion .  Mos t  o f  us  on  the  s ta f f

cou ldn ' t  read  Span ish  ve ry  we ' l1n  so  she  typed  l i t t l e  b lu rbs  abou t  each  book

and pasted / then/  
' in  the book. So i f  somebody asked,  "What  i s  th is  /a*bouf7?" - -

we cou ld  te l l  them.  She was rea l l y  very  wonder fu l .  She s ta r ted  ca ta logu ing

the government documents /h-ersel fT because she djdn' t  have any money / !o pay

someone to do i t7 and we used the government documents as reference. She

ta lked on  her  sys tem o f  ca ta logu ing  to  the  Amer ican L ib rary  Assoc ia t ion .  She

was sent  to  the  In te rna t iona l  L ib rary  Meet ing  in  Madr id .  She cou ld  speak

Span ish ;  she  worked  a t  i t .  Her  Span ish  was  no t  l i b ra ry  Span ish ,  bu t  i t  was

rea11y  and  t ru ly  Span ish .  Shor t l y  the rea f te r ,  one  o f  the  Carneg ie  assoc ia t ions

sent  her  to  Cuba to  see what  they  were  do jng  in  the j r  l ib ra r ies .  She spent

two months  in  M6x ico  C i ty .  Mrs .  Muf reca  de  Lara  was one o f  the  l ib ra r jans

down in M6x' ico Ci ty and between them they translated the l ibrary tools that

were  no t  ava j lab le  in  Span jsh  so  tha t  the  Mex ican  l i b ra r ies  cou ld  use  them.

When I  was  made Ch i ld ren 's  L ib rar jan ,  I  had th ree  good s to ry te ' l1ers ;

they  mar r ied ,  one,  two,  th ree .  So I  dec ided,  we l l ,  I  be t te r  take  advantage

o f  tha t  myse ' l f .  I  to ld  s to r ies  fo r  a  m i l ) i on  years ,  and  i t  d idn ' t  work i

(Laughter )  But ,  I  th ink  one o f  the  most  en ter ta jn ing  th ' ings  was the  s to ry

hour  and  be ing  ch j ld ren 's  l i b ra r ian .  I  l i ked  tha t  lo ts  be t te r  than  be ing

head o f  the  l ib ra ry .  Dur ing  the  war  when Russ ia  was our  a l l y ,  we had a  s to ry

hour ,  and tha t ' s  one o f  the  t imes we charged admiss ion .  To  come,  you had to

br ing  a  g i f t  o f  c lo thes  fo r  the  Russ ian  re fugees.  Then,  one year  we ce1ebra ted
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b i r thdays .  l , i l e  ce lebra ted  l4 ickey 's  b i r thday ,  we ce lebra ted  Peter  Rabb i t ' s

b i r thday ,  we  ce lebra ted  Hans  Chr is t ian rs  b i r thday ,  we  ce lebra ted  V i rg i ' l ' s

b i r thday .  l ^ le  had proper  cakes  fo r  everybody,  except  V i rg i l .  And fo r  V i rg i l ,

Dean,  who taught  danc ing  here  fo r  a  g rea t  many years ,  gave us  a

program o f  Grec ian  dances  on  the  l ib ra ry  lawn.  See,  when you ' re  a  smal l  l i b -

ra ry ,  you  can  do  lo ts  o f  th ings  l i ke  tha t .

Then,  we had our  s to ry  hour in  Span ish .  My Span ish  doesn ' t  cover  a

s to ry  hour ,  so  we go t  two peop le  to  te l l  s to r ies  in  Span ish .  One o f  them

was a  grandmother ,  and the  s to r ies  she to ld  were  d is t jnc t l y  w j th  a  mora l

a t tached .  The  o ther  q i r l  d idn ' t  te l l  s to r ies  w i th  a  mora l ,  and  the  ch i ld ren

l i ked  her  be t te r .  I  a lways  th jnk  o f  the  t ime I  was  watch ing  them.  She / *u :7

tal  k ' ing about the ol  d wi tch,  and she said,  " iY.  sus t r ip_as se- caen_ a_si . l  "  The

ch j ld ren  jus t  l oved  i t l  They 've  had  s to ry  hours  in  Span ish  every  once  in  a

wh i le  s ince  then ,  bu t  i t ' s  ha rd  to  ge t  a  s to ry  te l l e r  i n  Span ish .  I t ' s  ha rd

for a volunteer to come every t ime. But the story hour was [v lary l rJheel  Tack' ings'

baby ;  tha t  must  have been ' in  l9 l8  o r  '17 .  Anyway,  they  were  a f ra id  tha t  the

mov ies  wou ld  k i l l  t he  s to ry  hour ,  bu t  i t  d jdn ' t .  Ch j ld ren  l i ke  s to ry  hours .

Can you ou t l ine  br ie f l y  what  your  pos j t jons  were  in  the  l ib ra ry?

t le11 ,  i t  was  re fe rence  l i b ra ry  ass is tan t ;  then  I  was  Ch i ld ren 's  L ib ra r ian  fo r

a  g rea t  many years ;  and then I  was  L ib rar ian .

What  years  were  these When were  you L ib rar ian?

I  was  L ib rar ian  fo r  about  ten  years .  I  d idn ' t  have the  nerve  to  tu rn  the  iob

down,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  ha l f  as  much  fun  as  be ing  the  Ch i ld ren 's  L ib ra r ian .  lAs

Head L ib rar ianT you ge t  a l l  the  compla in ts .  Among the  o f f i ces  tha t  I  have

he1d ,  I  was  t reasure r  o f  the  Ch i ld ren 's  and  Young  Peop ' le ' s  sec t ion  o f  the

Amer ican L ib rary  Assoc ia t ion  and a lso  fo r  the  Texas  L ' ib ra ry  Assoc ia t ion .  And

i f  you  know how my math  i s ,  you 'd  rea l i ze  tha t  was  a  ioke .
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q -

V .

Did  you have any  o ther  ou ts tand ing  persona l j t ies  tha t  you 've  met?

Yes,  there  were  lo ts  o f  them.  Because,  as  a  ru1e,  anybody who works  in  a

l  ibrary has something, they have to.  l^ le had two who had nervous breakdowns.

I l le  had a  bookmob ' i le  l ' i b ra r ian . . . they  were  ou t  near  Bur leson Schoo l  ,  she

tu rned  to  the  d r i ve r  and  sa id ,  " I 'm  go ing  to  leave . "  She  le f t ,  and  we had  a

ter r ib le  t jme f ind ing  her .  Then we had th is  very ,  very  good re fe rence l jb ra -

r ian ,  the  one who knew the  Southwestern  th ings  hand over  f i s t .  One day  she

came up scared to  death- -a  man had drawn a  p is to l  on  her .  He had an  o ld  p is -

to l  and  he  wanted  to  f i nd  ou t  abou t  i t .  She  d idn ' t  wa i t  to  f i nd  ou t  wha t  he

wanted- -he  ius t  took  the  p is to l  ou t  and  she  le f t .  She  a lso  go t  caugh t ' i n  an

e leva tor .  You know,  any t ime anybody is  a  l i t t le  b i t  nervous ,  every th ing

happens to  them.  But ,  she  cou ld  te l l  you  the  page and chapter  fo r  any th ing

you wanted to know about the Southwest.  She was good.

Then,  Margare t  Ac lo ' id  was the  Ass js tan t  L jb rar ian  wh i le  Mrs .  Far r jng ton

was the  L ib rar jan ,  ans  she was awfu l l y  good.  She was a lso  head o f  the  Cata-

logue Department.  And Er in Humphrey was head of  the Reference Department,

so  was Doro thy  Ormsby.  Then,  she le f t  us  to  go  to  the  co1 ' lege l  ib ra ry .  Mrs .

Humphrey  le f t  and went  to  Ca l j fo rn ia .
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As  s jde  two  beg ins ,  t he  conve rsa t i on  has  a l ready  s ta r ted .

. . . 'Cause he  to ld  me about  someone who went  down there

h im and  to ld  h im,  " t Je l l ,  th i s  shou ldn ' t  be  here .  I t ' s

So,  Bax ter  fo l f l  ius t  looked h im jn  the  eye  and to ld

the  book  tha t  cor rup ted  your  son?"  (Laughter )

t3

S: and took the book to

corrupted ny son. "

h jm,  "You  sure  i t  was

V . I ' d  be t  on  Bax ten .  I  have the  grea tes t  admj ra t ion  fo r  h im,  because be fore

he came over  as  L ib rar ian . . .  You see,  my bro ther - in - law /H 'oward  Qu inn /  was

teach ing  f feo log l /  ou t  there .  He was showing an  Eng l ish  pro fessor  th rough

the  l i b ra ry ,  and  the  L ib ra r ian  was  s i t t i ng  on  the  1ap  o f  one  o f  the  s tuden ts .

After they were gone she asked Howard, "Do you think the man got the wrong

impress i  on? "  Bax ter  had tha t  to  bu i l  d  on .

Can I  te ' |1 you about the branches?

0h ,  yes .q .

I  th ik  the  branches are  fun .

ra r ian ,  Bet ty  Mary  Smi th  (she

a card  tab le .  They  wou ld  go

They s ta r ted  ou t  w ' i th  a  bund le  o f  books ,  a  
' l i b -

i s  now P l rs .  Char les  Goet t ' ing) ,  and a  tax i  w i th

to  the  grocery  s to res  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .

Betty Mary always said that  at  one grocery store l theyl  were a ' lways very

coopera t ive  and every th ing  e lse ,  bu t  she  ha ted  to

ways  pu t  the  tab le  over  the  box  o f  on ions .

' cause  they  a l -

Then  when  I  became Ch i l d ren ' s  L ib ra r i an ,  we  had  fou r  b ig  boxes  1o f  book ; r J .

1, '1e packed them up the n ight  before we went ,  and the del ivery people p icked

them up and took them to the branch.  l lJe got  out  there the next  morn ing,

unpacked them, and c ' i rcu lated them. t^ le  had a. . .  You know those tenement

bu i l d i ngs  w ' i t h  two  rooms?  l , r l e l l ,  M rs .  Su l l i van  l e t  us  t ake  ou t  t he  pa r t i t i on

between the two rooms.  I t  was r ight  across f rom Beal l  School .  We were there

un t i l  t he  Depress ion  made  us  move .  We neve r  gave  ou t  
. | 000  

books ,  bu t  I  t h ink
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j f  we wou ld  have been there  two nron ths  longer ,  we wou ld  have done j t ,  because

we had /a ' l ready broken LT\E 900 /nrar0.  One of  the Beal l  School  teachers

made her  ch i ld ren  wash the i r  hands  be fore  they  came over  to  the  l ib ra ry .

[ , Je  wou ld  s tand them in  l ine  and pu t  the i r  number  on  the j r  hand.  They ' le f t

the j r  books  w i th  us  be fore  schoo l  s ta r ted  so  tha t  we cou ld  ge t  them ready .

We wou ld  g ive  them the i r  cards ,  and then they  wou ld  come in .  The woman who

l j ved ' in  the  apar tment  nex t  door  was  a  dar l i ng ,  and  made the  bes t  ench i ladas .

She used to  b r ing  us  our  lunch every  once in  a  wh i le .  Then,  we had a  corner

grocery  s to re- - the  bu i ld ing  was vacant ,  o f  course- -down on Pera  St ree t .  I t

was heated by a wood-/Eurniny'  stove, and we bought the wood from a man who

brought  i t  by  horse  and wagon.  Then one day  the  ch ie f  o f  po l i ce  h imse l f

came to  see  Mrs .  Su l l i van .  He  was  mos t  apo loge t i c ,  bu t  wou ld  she  p lease

s top  ren t ing  the  p lace  fo r  dances  Saturday  n igh ts .  "There  have been too  many

f igh ts  up  here . "  /T t  tu rned ou t  tha f /  the  jan i to r  who came in  and c leaned

ffn. f ,  a week was rent ing i t  Lout of l  Saturday nights.  (Laughter)

Then we had a place across f rom the cemetery.  We never could be sure

whose p lace  we were  go ing  to ,  because i t  was  a  motor  / t ra i le r /  cour t .  The

man would put us in the /Tpace] that  was empty.  Then, for  a long t ime we had

one jn  Dr .  Brage 's  o f f i ce .  We wou ld  go  down a  nar row passageway.  That  was

jdea l ,  because  the  ch i ld ren  had  to  come in  one  a t  a  t ime .  When the  bu i ld " ing

got  too  fu l l ,  we had to  s top  them.  One day  a  car  came by  dragg ing  a  huge,

dead,  b lack  snake a t  the  end o f  a  cord .  The cord  broke,  l9n ! / ,  we l1 ,  you

know smal l  boys .  When we heard  the  screams outs ide ,  I  went  ou t ,  go t  the

snake ,  and  b rough t  i t  i n .  Mrs .  Marcos  was  w i th  me and  she  wou ldn ' t  l e t  me

put  i t  on  her  s ide  o f  the  tab le .  And every  k id  tha t  came jn  cou ld  no t  on ' l y

look  a t  i t ,  bu t ' i f  t hey  wanted  to  they  cou ld  touch  i t .

There  are  a l l  k inds  o f  th ings  in  b ranch work .  But  now,  you seen we have
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the  Memor ia l  Branch,  wh jch  was bu ' i l t  when Mrs .  Far r ing ton  was the  L ib rar ian .

When the  A lameda hous ing  p ro jec t  was  bu i l t ,  they  o f fe red  Mrs .  Su l l i van  a  l i t t l e

room. She didnrt  have any money for books, so we washed the books we took

down there  in  v inegar  and water - - the  l ib ra ry  smel led  l i ke  a  p ick le  fac to ry .

But  she d idn ' t  want  to  lose  the  oppor tun i ty .  Then when Te l les  / I 'ous ingy '  was

opened,  we go t  a  p lace  in  Te l les .  There  a lso  we were  g iven a  smal l  room.

Then,  when the  c l in ic  down there  fo lded up ,  we moved in to  the  c l in ic  room.

I t ' s  the  on ly  l ib ra ry  I ' ve  ever  known w ' i th  s jx  ba throoms.  They  had / lhe f l

fo r  the  c l i n i c ,  the  examina t ion  rooms.

When I  was  L ib rar ian ,  we bur ' l  t  the  Fox ,  Lower  Va l leyn  and Burges .

Now they  have  two  bookmob j l es ,  and  the  Span ish  speak jng  bookmob i l e ,  and  the

p lace  in  Ys le ta ,  wh ich  j s  so r t  o f  a  house  t ra ' i l e r  a f fa i r .  I t ' s  fas tened

down;  i t  doesn ' t  t rave l .  You t ry  to  ge t  your  b ranches  as  c lose  to  the  peoo le

as  yqu can.  Branch work  ' i s  fun .

I ' ve  heard  rumors  tha t  the  land beh ' ind  the  f  ib ra ry  on  Or regon,  o r  the  land

tha t  i t  i s  on  now,  used to  be  a  cemetery .

Yes .  And when they  bu i l t  the  o ld  bu i ld ' ing ,  ' i t  was  be fore  they  had a l l  these

b ig  ear th -npv ' ing  mach jnes ,  and they  go t  a  lo t  o f  bones  ou t  o f  there .  I t  was

a cemetery  and every th ing  was supposed to  have been moved.  I t  was  an  o ldn

o1d,  government  cemetery .  When they  bu i l t  the  l ib ra ry  and the  Y across  the

s t ree t ,  they  found a  good many rema ' ins .  But ,  j t ' s  no t  haunted .

S: I  heard some stor ies that  i t  was.

K :  No ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  i t  i s ,  t hough  we  had  a  Neg ro  i an i t o r  once  upon  a  t ime  who

was  a  l i t t l e  b j t  / uheas f  abou t  i t .  I  guess  the i r  peop le  weren ' t  r eaders

because  they  d jdn ' t  come to  us .

Mr .  Schwar t z  was  p res ' i den t  o f  t he  boa rd  when  we  bu i l t  t he  l as t  o f  t he

b ranches .  The  Ro ta ry  C lub  i n  a  l i t t l e  t own  jn  New Eng land  pa id  fo r  a  s to ry -

t5
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K:  I t ' s  ve ry  popu la r ,  because  tha t  was  a

good,  bu t  they  wou ldn ' t  have made good

be very s imple--yours was probably too

The other day a young man phoned.

o f  s to r ies  abou t  the  A lhambra  in  Spa in .

back /Trom there/  and was very enthused

16
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book wa l l  fo r  the  l ib ra ry  there ,  and i t  was  wr i t ten in  the  Rotary  Magaz ine .

I t  was  made up o f  t i l es  pa ' in ted  by  schoo l  ch i ld ren  about  d i f fe ren t  s to r ies .

So, the Rotary Club here qave us one for the Lower Va11ey /Eranchl .  We

falsg:7 have one at  Burges and one at  Fox. And we had no trouble wi th any

of  them except  the  one a t  Fox .  You see,  the  ch i ld ren  sent  in  paper  th ings

and Tom Lea and Car l  Her tzog he lped p ick  ou t  ones  tha t  made good t i les ;

because sometjmes they were lovely,  but  they wouldn' t  have made very good

t i les .  And the  las t  one we f i xed ,  we went  and took  down the  ones  we wanted ,

and pu t  them on the  f ' l oor .  That  room hadn ' t  been c leaned up  s ince  the  
' l i b ra ry

had been bu i l t .  0k ,  when we got  there  /The nex t  da / ,  a l l  o f  them were  in

the  garbace.  h le  went  th rough the  garbage,  and I  th ink  we qo t  them a l l .

I  rernember that .  t rJhen I  was a I  i t t le boy, I  remember sending one in,  but

m ine  d idn ' t  make ' i t .

long t ime ago. Some of them were very

t i l es .  'Cause  you  see ,  a  t i l e  has  to

good.

I t  seems tha t  one sunmer  I  to ld  a  lo t

He had a  f r iend  who had jus t  come

and he wanted to  know

who wrote / the books/ .  l , r je l l ,  i t  was l , * lash ' inqtonIrving's Tales of Al_bgrn.!1q-.

I  remembered;  when I  to ld  h im,  he remembered.

Then ,  one  o f  t he  n i ces i  s to r i es  tha t  I  know has  no th ing  to  do  rea l l y  w i th

the  l i b ra ry  excep t  as  a  by -p roduc t .  /Ohe  t imV th i s  l i t t l e  k id  came jn - -h i s

teacher  had  read  h jm  a  s to ry - -and  h i s  eyes  were  s t i ck ing  ou t  a  m i l e .  A l l  he

cou ld  remember  abou t  i t  was  the  pa r t  when  i t  sa id  tha t  "he r  b lood  was  so  bad

tha t  when  he  cu t  he r  head  o f f ,  i t  me l ted  the  sword . "  How long  has ' i t  been

since you read BepW-qLf?
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S:  Qu i t e  a  wh j l e .

K :  Tha t  l i t t l e  k id  read  Leowu l f  and  a l l  t he  Norse  and  Greek  and  Roman  n ry ths ,

and  a l l  o f  t he  K ' i nq  A r thu r  s to r i es .  Tha t  one  teacher  opened  a l l  t hose  doo rs

to  h im .

You rece ived some awards ,  d idn ' t  you?

Yes .  I  th ink  one  o f  those  tha t  I  va lue  mos t  i s  the  "E"  tha t  E l  Paso  H igh

Schoo l  gave me in  1957.  That  was rea l l y  the  f i rs t  th ing  tha t  gave rne  a  rea l

th r j l l .  Then ,  Mr .  Green f ie ld  was  runn jng  an  a r t  shop ,  and  he  had  a  g rea t

many exh ib ' i t s  a t  the  f ib ra ry .  They  qave me a  cer t j f i ca te  o f  apprec ia t ion .

Then,  when I  re t i red  in  1963 the  C i ty  gave me a  /F laqut .  And in  1966 they

made me L ib rar " ian  Emer i tus ,  wh ich  is  an  empty  honor ,  bu t ' i t  was  n ice  o f  thern .

Then,  I  was  L ib rar ian  o f  the  Year .  And the  Gi r l  Scouts  gave rne  an  award .

D ' id  you have any  o ther  ou ts ide  ac t iv i t ies  bes ides  the  l ib ra ry?

Yes,  I  gardened,  and I  be longed to  garden c lubs  and o ther  d ' i f fe ren t  c lubs .

But  I  d idn ' t  have nuch t ime because,  you see,  when I  s ta r ted  we worked a

48-hour  week.  Wel l ,  nobody thought  any th ing  about  i t ,  tha t ' s  what  you worked.

Then i t  went down to 44 and 40, and that gave us nore t ime. As I  sa' id '  I

be longed to  ihe  Texas  L ib rary  Assoc ja t ion ,  and I  be longed to  the  Amer ican

L ibrary  Assoc ia t ion .  A t  the  Amer ican L ib rary  Assoc ia t ion ,  the  prob lem came

up o f  co l lec t ions  o f  books  fo r  young  peop ' le .  (You  see ,  a l l  l i b ra r ies  have

them now) I  came back from the meet ing and Mrs.  Logan and I  went into a

hudd le .  I  had  abou t  $300a  mon ih  to  spend  fo r  ch i ld ren 's  books .  She  sneaked

$50 ou t  o f  the  adu l t  depar tment  and $50 ou t  o f  the  ch i ld ren 's  depar tment ,

and we s ta r ted  the  Young Peop le 's  Co l lec t ion .  And you Ldu i l  see  where  i t  i s

now, but that 's t ,he way i t  started.

A lso ,  the  vaca t ion  read ing  c lub  was  someth ing  tha t  I  p i cked  up  a t  a

l ib ra ry  meet ing .  That  was a  long t ime ago.  But  the  f i rs t  t ime tha t  we gave
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these awards, we gave them

had i t  i n  the  park  in  back

the  s teps  o f  the  o ld  l ib ra ry .  One t ime we

us where  the  bandstand is ,  i t ' s  where  the

Golden Age Home is now, and at  that  t jme the postmen were having a meet ing

there  w i th  a  band.  Mrs .  Su l l i van  go t  the  pos tmen 's  band to  come and p lay

for us.  The bandleader began to have f i ts because he said they had to go and

meet the mayor.  l^ le l l ,  the mayor was there,  because the mayor had always

g iven the  awards ,  so  he  fe l t  be t te r  about  i t - - ' cause he  knew tha t  when the

mayor  le f t ,  they  cou ld  leave.

Then once we had i t  in  the  Scot t i sh  R ' i te 's  aud i to r ium.  Now we have i t

in the new bui ld ing.  But you see, the town has grown so /Thn! the Tel les,

the  Lower  Va ' l1ey ,  and the  Burges ,  those ch i ld ren  can ' t  come in ,  so  they  have

lTfrelr  awardsT out there.  But when we f i rst  started, i t  was the nnin I  ibrary

and A lameda.  The A lameda ch i ld ren  cou ldn  ' t  come up,  so  we had a  theat re

park  fo r  them.  I t  took  a  l i t t le  a rgu ing  to  ge t  the  man to  le t  us  come to  the

movie theatre down there,  but we assured him they'd behave themselves and

they  wou ldn ' t  tear  the  p lace  up- -and they  d idn ' t .  Two o f  the  g i r l s  le f t  ear ly

w' i thout te l l ing us,  and we had agreed with everybody's paren' ts that  we'd see

tha t  they  go t  home a l l  r igh t .  So  two o f  the  l ib ra r ians  tha t  were  he lp ing  me

went  to  the  fami ly .  They  go t  there  be fore  the  g i r l s  d id .  And the  g i r l s  came

home and told them we'd to ld them to qo on home by themselves. /The parenty

knew better.

Mrs .  Esca jeda and I  took  some ch i ld ren  ou t  near  Concord ia  Cemetery .  i t

was  a  b r igh t  rnoon l i t  n igh t  and we go t  s tuck  in  the  sand.  The on ly  f tn :n {

tha t  came by  to  he lp  us  was a  cow.  (Laughter )  But  we dug ourse lves  ou t .

Bu t  you  see ,  the ' l i b ra ry ' s  too  b ig  now,  i t  canr t  do  tha t  anymore . . .  0h ,  yes ,

I  to ld  you  tha t ,  d idn ' t  I?

Do you have any th ing  e lse  you 'd  l i ke  to  comment  on?

on
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K:  0h ,  w i thdrawing  books .  You know,  books  have a lways  been expens ive  even

when they were 75t ' ,  apiece. And when our books wore out the schools came

and got them. They were ci ty property,  we couldnrt  g ive thern away, so we

gave them to /The schools for  an jndef in i te per iod of  t imf l .  l , . le also gave

them to the Indian School  in New Mexico. I  found out very recent ly that  a

Negro sett ler  took some withdrawn adul t  books to Truth or Consequences,

and that 's what started the I  ibrary l therg.  The f  ibrary of  Columbus got

a  lo t  o f  our  w i thdrawn books .  That  was the  on ' l y  l ib ra ry  tha t  I ' ve  ever

heard of  that  was open 24 hours a day. I f  you wanted to get a book, you went

to  the  ra i l road s ta t ion ,  go t  the  key ,  un locked the  door ,  Qot  your  book ,  and

turned in the key. Marfa got a lot  of  our wi thdrawn books. Sometjmes they

were  g i f t  dup l i ca tes  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t  the  schoo ls  used a  grea t  many

of /our wi thdrawn booksJ because at  one t ime they had no money for books for

the  schoo l  l ib ra ry .  l -hen,  they  go t  50 /  a  ch i ld ,wh ich  was a  b ig  he lp .  0 f

course ,  now they  don ' t  need them.

But  rea l l y  and  t ru ly ,  the ' l i b ra ry  t i es  in  w i th  the  town more  than

peop le  rea l i ze .  fhe  fh lng  tha t  used to  p lease Mrs .  Su l l i van  more  than any-

thing else was /_whei l  she would get a let ter  lask' ing7, "How many Negro or

co lo red  bor rowers  do  you have?"  (You see,  ' i t  was  a  long t ime ago.  )  She 'd

wri te back, " I  have no idea. I  can' t  te l l  you how rnany colored borrowers I

have.  I  can ' t  te l l  you  how many bor rowers  I  have w i th  b lue  eyes .  I  can ' t

te1 ' l  you  any th ing  about  i t . "  Because,  Vou see,  th js  l ib ra ry  was never  Tsegre-

gate!-/. Anybody who wanted to

used to  love  to  wr i te  back  to

come,  ca rne  and  go t  the i r  books .  Mrs .  Su l l i van

them,  because i t ' s  ra ther  n ice  to  be  nas ty  when

people are lT i te  tnar / .

Yes,  exact ' ly .  That 's  what  Baxter  Pol  k  to ld  us,  too.

around on them.

I t  tu rns  the  tab les

l 9
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K:  I t  tu rns  the  tab les  around on  them.  And we have on ly  had one un for tunate

th ' ing .  The Negro  o f f i cer  f rom Ft .  B l i ss  came in  and go t  the  regu la r  k ind

of servjce.  Then a week /Tatef l  f re bnought in h ' is  w' i fe and this man jumped

h im.  I t  was  awfu l l y  bad,as  fa r  as  we ' re  concerned.  But ,  we fe l t  be t te r  be-

cause the next day the man was arrested for jurnping some peopl  e on a street-

car  and caus ing  a  r io t .  He jus t  happened to  be  one o f  these peop le  tha t . . .

trou bl ema ker .

S:  In c losing, how about some comments on the l ibrary? l r lhat  do you think of  the

future of  the 1 i  brary?

20

I  th ink  tha t ' i n  sp ' iLe  o f  TV and  a l l  the  educa t iona l  a ids  tha t  don ' t  i nvo lve

books ,  tha t  books  are  here  to  s tay .  One reason is  tha t  the  l ib ra ry  i s  an  edu-

ca t ion  tha t  cos ts  no th ' ing .  I t ' s  a  source  o f  amusement  tha t  cos ts  no th ing .  I t

i s  an  enr i chment  o f  l i f e  tha t  peop le  don ' t  rea l i ze ,  because  k ids ,  i n  par t i cu -

la r ,  read  someth ing ,  and  j t  s t j cks  in  the i r  m jnds .  Then ,25  o r  30  o r  40  years

f lu t " f l ,  j t  h i t s  them aga in .  L ib ra r jes  a re  sp read ing  ou t .  They  have  f j lms ,

they  have records ,  they  have mov ' ies - -every th ing  in  add j t ion  to  books .  They

are  t ry ing  awfu l l y  hard  to  keep up  w i th  modern  t imes,  and I  th ink  they  w i l l .

I  t h ink  tha t  books  w i l l  a lways  be  an  impor tan t  th ing  in  our  cu l tu re .

So overa l l  you  th ink  the  l ' i b ra r ies  w i l l  qo  on  fo rever  and ever?

I  hope so .

What  about  pu t t ing  books  on  rn ic ro f i lm?

That  rneans  tha t  peop le  have to  use  them in  the  l ib ra ry .  But . . .  For  ins tance,

take newspapers.  They take up too much room, / io/  you put them on microf i lm.

You can have more and keep more. Lots of  books are on m' icrof i lm and are on

in te r - l ib ra ry  loan.  Now,  fo r  ins tance,  i f  you  wanted  to  bor row a  book  tha t

we d idn ' t  have,  /There  wou ldT be  a  good chance tha t  you 'd  ge t  i t  on  mic ro f i lm.

Because, Vou know, you can borrow from any l ibrary in the Uni ted States.  I

V .
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know we had to borrow a book that th ' is  man wanled, f rom the League of  Nat ions

L ' ib rary ,  the  L i  b rary  o f  Conqress  d idn ' t  have i  t .

The  Un ivers i t y  here  has  qu j te  an  ex tens ive  in te r - l i b ra ry ' l oan  sys tem a lso .

The in te r - l ib ra ry ' loan  sys tems are  /6ecominy  more  w idespread,  andr  o f  courser

they  are  used by  peop le  who are  s tudy ing .  But ,  I  th ink  i f  you  s ta r t  w i th  the

ch i ld ren . . .  0 f  course ,  some peop le  a re  never  go ing  to  read- - jus t  l ' i ke  some

peop le  don ' t  l i ke  rnus ic ,  and  some peop le  don ' t  l i ke  pa in t ing ,  donr t  l i ke  danc-

ing .  Bu t ,  you  have  to  be  ab le  to  read  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n  our  c j v i l j za t ion ,  and

you have got to know your alphabet to use the phone book. Amaz' ing how nnny

peop le  don ' t  know the  a lphabe t .  Bu t  I  th ink  l ' i b ra r ies  a re  a  par t  o f  ou r  cu l -

tu re  now.  You  see  l i b ra r jes  have  been  go ing  on  a  long  t jme;  they  s t i11  g r ieve

over  Caesar ' s  so ld je rs  burn ing  the  l i b ra ry  o f  A lexandr ia ,  because  th inqs

/wou ld  havgT gone be t te r .  0 f  course ,  H i t le r  d idn ' t  do  so  much damage because

most of  the th inqs that he had burned were paper books that were in ol"her

p laces ,  too .  For  jns tance,  i f  th is  l ib ra ry  was burned,  there  wou ld  be  some

th ings  tha t  cou ld  no t  be  rep laced .

Espec ' ia11y  the  a rch j  ves .

Espec ia l l y  the  arch ives .  The same is  t rue  about  the  UTEP l ib ra ry .  And the

archeo log ica l  l ib ra ry  and the  qeneo loq ica l  l ib ra ry  in  Sa l t  Lake C i ty .

There 's  one  here  in  E l  Paso ,  too .

Yes ,  the  Mormons have done an  awfu l  lo t  o f  good work  on  tha t .  And they ' re

not  l im i t ing  i t  to  Mormons,  you know.  You can pu t  your  geneo logy  in  i f  you

want  to .  In  fac t ,  they  wou ld  we lcome i t .  Bu t  I  th jnk  l ib ra r ies  a re  here  to

s tay .  They  are  go ing  to  change,  l ' i ke  every th ing  e1se.  They  are  a lways  go ing

to be crowded, and they are never going to have enough money.

Thank you very  much,  M ' iss  Ke ' I l y .

I , le l l ,  I  enjoyed doing i t ,  and I  hope I  gave you what you wanted.

I ' rn  su re  you  d id .
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