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(The  tape  beg ins  w i th  a  few  m inu tes  o f  m isce l l aneous  comments  by  the  i n te rv iewees
be fo re  the  ac tua l  j n te rv iew  beg ins . )

T:  The f i rs t  ques t ion  is  about  Mayor  Ke l ly .  [ , /hen  and where  was he  born  and

when d id  he  d ie?

AK:  tn le l l ,  Papa  was  born  in  Je f fe rson  County ,  M iss iss ipp i ,  on  June  l l ,  
. | 863 .  

He

d ied  on  Ju ly  26 ,  1932 .

EK:

AK:

AK:

T :

MQ:

He was  born  near  Redwick ,  M iss iss ipp i  on  a  p lan ta t ion .  So  tha t ' s  the  reason

you g jve  the  county  ins tead o f  the  address .  There  wasn ' t  any  address .

He was born  wh j le  h is  fa ther  was jn  the  Confedera te  Army in  1863.

What years was he Mayor here in El  Paso?

ln je l l ,  now,  he  was Mayor  f rom l9 l0  to  
. |9 . l5 .

Djd he fol low l4ayor Sweeney?

No. Mayor Sweeney was elected Mayor,  and then he res' igned. Fh.f  Mayor

Rob ' inson,  l r ' l r s .  Cher ry  A l len 's  fa ther ,  was  Mayor .  And then there  was a  te r r ib le

f  i re  down where  Grant ' s  i s  now;  i t  was  Ca l ' i sher 's  Dry  Goods Store .  The f i re

s ta r ted ' in  the  n igh t ,  I  guess .  The  Bu t le r  Bu i ld ing  i s  wha t  they  ca l led  j t .

And everybody went  to  the  f i re ,  I  guess ,  except  We d idn ' t  ge t  to  go .  Mayor

Rob inson was s tand ing  across  the  s t ree t  and saw tha t  the  wa l l  was  go ing  to

co l lapse and tha t  ' i t  wou ld  ca tch  the  f  i remen,  L i i l  he  went  ' in  to  warn  them.

/One o f  thq  f i remen was k i l ledn  and t i ' l ayor  Rcb inson was k i l led .  Then,  the

counc i l  se lec ted  Papa to  succeed h im.  Papa a t  tha t  t ime was County  Treasurer .

EK: You see, he was County Treasurer long before he was Mayor.

MQ:  He 'd  been County  Treasurer  a  long t ime.  Then he  ran  fo r  re -e lec t ion .

T :  How long  d id  he  s tay  in  o f f i ceo  then?

EK:  From I  91  0  to  I  91  5 .

MQ:  So,  i t  takes  h im th rough the  days  o f  the  Mex ican Revo lu t ion .

T :  Spec ' i f i ca l l y ,  what  can you remember  o f  h ' im,  f i rs t  as  a  fa ther  and second as
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EK:

AK:

MQ:

a  po ' l ' i t i ca l  f i gu re  in  E l  Paso?  Can you  g ive  us  a  b r je f  b iog raph ica l  ske tch?

He was an  awfu l  n ice  fa ther .  You see,  he  had a  drugs tore ,  and in  those days ,

the druggist  kept the store open most of  the t ime. And on Sunday he used to

take  us  down to  the  s to re  and le t  us  r ide  on  the  Red Raven Sch l j t z  s ign .  I t

was  a  b ' ig  red  raven.  And,  o f  course ,  in  those days  the  drugs tores  had drugs ,

bu t  they  a lso  had horehound drops .  So we go t  to  r ide  on  the  red  raven,  and

we got these horehounds LTof, .

Do you remember the address of  th is drugstore?

No,  bu t  I  can  te11  you  where  i t  was .  We l l ,  i t  was  in  the  Cap les  bu i ld ing ,

be fo re  the  Cap les  Bu i ld ing  was  bu i l t .  There  was  a  one-s to ry  adobe  bu i ld ing ,

and tha t  was  the  Peop le 's  Drugs tore ,  a t  the  corner .  Papa and [ i1 r .  Po l la rd ,

J .H .  Po l la rd ,  were  par tners  as  long  as  they  bo th  l i ved ,  as ' l ong  as  one  o f

them l i ved .  They  had two s to res .

Yes  ,  because Papa d i  ed  f  i  rs t .

And they  had a  s to re  ca l led  Ke11y and Po l la rd ,  wh ich  was jn  what  i s  today

the  P laza  Hote l ;  bu t  i t  was  then  the  She ldon  Hote l .  And ' i t  was  ac ross  the

a11ey f rom the  Coney Is land Sa loon.

Which  was very  conven ien t .

For whom?

For everybodyl  l laughterJ

That store vvas the f i rst  one. The second one was down at  the corner of  Mesa

(where  i t  j j gg ' les )  and  San  An ton io ,  i n  the  Cap ' les  Bu i ld ing  co rner ;  i t  was  a

one-s to ry  adobe bu i ld ' ing .  And there  was a  candy  s to re  nex t  to  i t .

0h ,  and there  was a  jewe ler  in  there .

The lman came nex t ,  I  th ink .

Wel l ,  maybe he  was.  I 'm no t  sure .  And i t  was  a  regu la r  d rugs tore .  Remember

the  t ime tha t  Buf fa lo  B i l l  came to  E l  Paso? Buf fa lo  B i l l  b rought  h is  c rowd

T:

MQ:

EK:

MQ:

F K  '

MQ:

EK:

MQ:
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here  and they  paraded,  and Joseph ine  Walker  go t  to  r jde  w i th  Buf fa lo  B i l l

i n  h is  bugg ie"  A f te r  h js  show in  the  a f te rnoon,  whJr  apparent ly  there  was

a r io t  ca l l  sen t  ou t ,  a lnos t ,  o r  i t  was  sent  ou t ,  The reason was tha t  the

Ind ians  go ing  th rough town jn  the  parade had seen the  herbs  d isp layed in  the

wjndow o f  the  drugs tore .  They  happened to  have tha t  d jsp layed a t  the  t ime

jn  a l l  the  l i t t l e  boxes  and  t rays .  The  Ind ians  recogn ized  them,  and  the

minute  the  show was over ,  the  Ind ians  came r igh t  down to  ge t  a  supp ly  o f

med ic ina l  he rbs .

T :  That  was f rom your  fa ther rs  s to re?

MQ:  lThe s to re /  there  a t  the  corner .  Then he  bu j l t  the  o ther  one,  and tha t  was

the  Peop le 's  Drugs tore .  Peop le  used to  wr i te  to  h im as  Mr .  Peop les  or  Dr .

Peop les .  Then  he  bu i l t  the  one  down where  the  0 range  Ju l ius  p lace  i s .  Tha t

s t ree t  has  been cu t  and changed w i th in  the  las t  f i ve  years ,  /anA7 they

s t ra igh tened Stan ton  St ree t .  We11,  the  Peop ' le 's  Drugs tore  was there  as  long

as  Papa  I  j ved .

And  the  pes t l e  and  mor ta r  f rom the  top  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  i s  a t  t he  Co leman  Drug -

store now,  across f rom Hote l  D ' ieu Hospi ta l  .

I t  be longs  t o  t he  E l  Paso  H j s to r i ca l  Soc ie t y .  Bu t  i t ' s  no t  one  o f  t hose  t h i ngs

tha t  you  can  keep  i n  you r  1  i v i ng  rooml

I t  was  on  t op  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng .  Tha t  was  t he . . .

The Gl  adstone /Eui l  d ing- /?

Yes ;  and  t hen  t hey  wen t  i n t o  t he  who lesa le  bus iness  on  M i l l s  S t ree t  and

c losed  Ke ' l 1y  and  Po l l a rd  a t  t he  She ldon  when  i t  was  to rn  down .

Now at  one t jme we had a drugstore where the hote l  ' is ,  where George S ' impson

had  h i s  res tau ran t .  Wha t  ho te l  was  tha t?

The  Ga teway .  The  d idn ' t  have  a  d rugs to re ,  d id  they ,  E l i zabe th?

Yes ,  and  t hey  pu t  i n  a  soda  f oun ta i n  and  a  qu i ck  l unch  t h i ng .  And  t hen  Mr .
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Ryan  wan ted  Papa  to  pu t  a  p low  in  fo r  an  adve r t i semen t .  Eup{  sa id  he

cou ldn ' t  have  a  p l ow  and  s j l k  s t ock fngs  i n  a  d rugs to re .  And  t ha t ' s  when

they  wen t  t o  who lesa le  bus iness .  / _ErX  they  had  a  d rugs to re  the re .

AK:  r r l hen  the  sou the rn  s ' i s te rs  came to  /adve r t i seT ,  
' i t  was  i n  t he  w indow a t  t he

second store.

Ide l l ,  i t  was  in  the  w indow a ' l so  up  the  corner  where  the  Ind lans  had been.

Yes .

Seven Su l l i van  s is te rs .  I t  was  when women had long,  long  ha i r .  These women

went  a round the  count ry  and they  wou ld  s ' i t  in  the  s to re  w indow,  and the ' i r

hair  would come al l  the way down to the ground and out on the f loor.  But

our  g randmother 's  ha j r  d ' id  tha t ,  too .  I  remember  s tand ing  there  look ing

a t  th i s  woman 's  ha ' i r ,  and  she  sa ' id ,  " I f  you  use  th is  ha i r  ton ic ,  your

ha ' i r  w i l l  g row tha t  way . "  lGughte i /  The med ' ic ine  show was gone,  bu t  the

drugs tore  was tak  jng  i t s  p ' lace .

And I  m igh t  add tha t  the  drugg is t  d id  every th ing .  They  opened a t  seven

o 'c lock  in  the  morn jng ,  and  they  s tayed  open  un t i l  near l y  m idn igh t .  I  th ' i nk

they  d id  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  doc tor ing .  Papa a lways  rnade h is  own p i11s  and pu t

themon those hor r ib le  I  j t t le  pape l "s ,  don ' t  you  remember?  You shook  them on

your  tongue.  Peop le  wou ld  come jn  ask ' ing  fo r  he lp  ins tead o f  go ' ing  to  a

doc to r .  0 f  course ,  i t ' s  the  days  when we had  sma l lpox  here .  I 'm  marked

wi th  sma l lpox - -1 j te ra l1y ,  menta11y .  Bu t  Papa  used  to  vacc ina te  h imse l f

every  so  o f ten  because peop le  came in  w i th ,  "My baby 'S  s ick . "  I  remember  one

t ime he came home jus t  hor r i f ied ,  and we a l l  had  to  be  vacc ina ted .  Th is

woman had come in  and sa id  tha t  the  baby  was s ick ,  and cou ld  he  g ' i ve  her  some-

th ing  fo r  i t .  She  opened  her  shawl - - in  the  days  o f  the  b ig ,  b lack  shawl - -

and the  baby  was broken ou t  w i th  b lack  smal lpox .

We were  a l l  vacc ina ted  regu la r ly .  I  s t j l l  have my f i rs t  vacc ina t ion  mark ,t r v .
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and  i t ' s  t ha t  b i q .

MQ:  I  do  too ,  bu t  I ' ve  near l y  los t  an  a r rn  s ince .  Bu t  tha t  was  the  k jnd  o f  a

store lwfrerg/  you went in and asked for anyth" ing.  And they made the best

jce  c ream in  town.  I  have the  word  o f  a l l  the  genera t ion .  They  made the i r

own ice cream, and i t  was perfect  every t ime.

AK:  But  Mary ,  the ;d  jdn ' t  make the  ice  c ream up there  un t ' i l  they  moved down to

the  o ther  p lace ,  d jd  they?

MQ:  I  donr t  know.  I  don ' t  th ink  so ,  Ann,  because Lena Far ley  has  to ld  me about

what good jce cream Papa made and gave her.  She went to school  to Mother.

You see,  our  mother  taught  here ;  she  came here  in  1892.  They  say  she was a

per fec t ' l y  beaut i fu l  woman.  I 'm sure  she was,  /buV I  w ished peop le  wou ld  s top

say ing ,  "My,  your  mother  was so  pre t ty .  She was so  beaut i fu l .  I sn ' t  i s  a

shame none o f  you  g i r l s  look  I j ke  her?" - -wh jch  I  th ink  i s  rude /wen thoughT

j t ' s  t rue .  Bu t  apparen t l y  the re  was  no  compromise  w i th  her ;  she  taugh t ' l i ke

you d id ,  Ann,  I 'm sure .  Lena went  to  schoo l  to  our  mother ,  l ln i l  she  a lso

admi red  our  fa ther  very  much,  because he  made such good ice  c ream.  Lena was

so fond of  the ice cream. And when she heard that he was goinq to marry

Mother ,  she  went  down to  see h im.  She hung around and hung around the  s to re ,

and f ina l l y  she  sa ' id ,  " Is  i t  t rue? Are  you go ' ing  to  mar ry  Miss  Word?"  And

Papa sa id  yes ,  he  though t  he  wou ld .  She  sa id ,  "You ' l l  be  so r ry . "  And  Papa

sa id ,  "0h ,  I  don ' t  th ink  so . "  And  she  sa id ,  "You  jus t  wa j t .  The  f j r s t  t ime

she shakes  her  f inger  a t  your  face ,  you ' re  sure  go ing  to  be  sor ry . "  l laughte f l

We1 l ,  tha t  was  fa r  back ,  Vou  see ,  when  she  was  a  l i t t l e  g i r1 .  Mama and

Papa  go t  mar r i ed  i n  
. l 897 .

Now,  l e t ' s  ge t  back  to  the  i ce  c ream.  They  d id  have  i ce  c ream,  because ,

remember,  Mr.  Peadbody was a wh' i te  rooster  that  somebody gave to  Papa to

g ive me,  f r ' r l l  he kept  h im at  the s tore for  some reason.  Papa gave h im some
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jce  c ream,  and  he  wou ld  k i l l  t he  s tawber r j es  i n  t he  i ce  c ream.  So  they  d id

have ' i ce  c ream ava i l ab le .

AK :  They  made  i ce  c ream the re ,  and  I  t h ink  i t  was  one  o f  ea r l y  p laces .

EK:  A t  any  ra te ,  Papa  used  to  ca r ry  a  p i s to l  when  he  came home la te  a t  n igh t .

We l i ved  on  Mesa  Avenue  then .  We had  a  f i r ep lace  w i th  a  h jgh  man te l  ove r

i t ,  and  he  pu t  t he  p i s to l  on  the  man te l .  We  had  a  new ma id  who  dus ted  the

top  o f  t he  man te l  and  knocked  the  p i s to ' l  o f f - - i t  h i t  t he  f l oo r  and  f i r ed .

She  d idn ' t  s tay  w i th  us  anymore .

MQ:  E l  i zabe th ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  he  ca r r i ed  a  gun  un t ' i l  he  was  l 4ayo r ,  , d l rd  the  Revo-

I  u t i on .

EK:  Then  j t  may  have  been  du r ing  the  t ime  o f  t he  Revo lu t i on ,  when  he  came home

la te  a t  n i gh t .

MQ:  I  know he  camied  a  gun  then ,  bu t  whe the r  he  d id  be fo re  tha t  t ime  o r  no t ,  I

don ' t  know.  Bu t  t hen ,  peop le  ca r r i ed  guns  anyway .

EK:  I  t h ink  he  d id .  When  he  came home la te  a t  n igh t  f rom the  s to re ,  I  t h ink  he

ca r r i ed  a  gun .  Now,  I  wou ldn ' t  be  su re  o f  when ,  because  the  f i r s t  t ' ime  I

remember  abou t ' i t  was  when  the  g ' i r 1  knocked  i t  o f f  t he  man te l  and  i t  wen t

o f f .

I  t h i nk  t h ' i s  i s  an  i n te res t i ng  t h i ng :  The  t h ' i ng  t ha t  t hey  we re  a f ra i d  o f  . . .

The  money ,  nobody  bo the red  abou t  i t  espec ia l l y .  Bu t ,  t he  man  a lone  a t  t he

s to re  a t  n igh t  was  a f ra id  tha t  / i omeoneT  wou ld  take  the  dope .  Jus t  l i ke  j t

i s  now,  excep t  i t  wasn ' t  anybody ' s  son  you  knew.  Bu t  I  mean ,  t ha t  was  the

th ' ing they were a lways af ra jd  of  .

They never  had any t rouble.

They  d idn ' t  se l ' l  / ? -opg i7 ;  t ha t  was  the  o the r  t h ing .  Many  d rugs to res  d id .  se l l

dope ,  because  t he re  was  no  regu la t i on  aga ins t  i t .  Bu t  Papa  neve r  so ld  i t ;

I  mean  soc ia11y .  He  d j d  on  p resc r i p t i on ,  bu t  o the rw i se  he  neve r  so ld  i t .
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EK:

AK:

T :

/B"ut  otherv Oid because i t  was perfect ' ly  1ega1 .

But Papa was always very hipped on that subiect .

Yes .

Was your  fa ther  in te res ted  in  o r  invo lved w i th  the  Madero  Revo lu t ion ' in

l9 l l ?

EK:  Wel l ,  everybody r ln  E l  Paso was invo lved.  You see,  Papa was Mayor ,  and he

was very much interested. I  know, we I  ived on the corner of  Mesa and Montana

(where  the  C i rc le  K  i s ) ,  and  one  t jme he  phoned  and  sa id ,  "K id  (he  ca l ' l ed  my

n lc ther  "K id" ) ,  take  the  g i r l s  /To7 the  fa r  s ide  o f  the  house and s tay  there .  "

Because there  were  bu l le ts  fa l l ing  around there .  She sa id ,  "A l l  r igh t ,  LEu! /

where  a re  you?"  "We l1 ,  I 'm  down a t  the  b r idge ,  bu t  you  take  the  g i r l s  ac ross

to  the  o ther  s jde  o f  the  house. "  We never  d id  have any  t roub ' le .  lgu t l  t l

Paso was very  much invo lved w i th  the  Revo lu t ion .

MQ:  The sympathy  and every th ing .  In  the  f j rs t  p1ace,  theyded ica ted  th is  nnnument

up here .  D iaz  la id  the  corners tone fo r  the  monument .  Then,  they  go t  the

monument  f j n i shed  a  year  la te r  and ' i t  was  ded ' i ca ted .

Now,  there 's  a  thes is  down a t theco l lege tha t  says  tha t  when D iaz  came

up here  there  was no  fee l ing  tha t  there  was a  Revo lu t ' ion  coming.  That

thes is  i s  wrong ,  because  there  was .  The  peop le  in  charge  on  th is  s ide - -

Judge Sweeney was Mayor--were scared to death something would happen to

Diaz  because he  was unpopu lar  in  M6x ico .

EK: You remember they had guards over here,  6ni l  af ter  the big dinner that  he

gave  in  the  Cus tomshouse ' in  Judrez ,  he  th rew h is  c loak  a round  h is  shou lders

and wal ked back to the hotel  .

Yes ,  bu t ,  E l j zabe th ,  t ha t  was  D faz  a l l  t he  way  th rouc rh ,  because  he  wou ld  have

been  k i l l ed  l ong  be fo re  i f  he  had  shown  any  fea r  a t  a l l .  Bu t  t hey  were  so

a f ra id  tha t  someth ing  m iqh t  happen  to  h im  on  th i s  s ide ,  t ha t  somebody  wou ld

MQ:
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take  a  po t -shot  a t  h " im.

Jus t  l i ke  we fee l  when the  Pres ident  goes  somewhere- -we ' re  so  g lad  he  ge ts

back .

MQ:  Tha t ' s  r igh t .

T :  I  s t ' i l l  can ' t  make up  my m' ind  whether  the  sent iment  in  E l  Paso was pro  or

aga ins t  D iaz ,  though Was i t  fo r  Madero  or  no t?

MQ: I t  was  d iv ided .  You  see ,  in  the  f i r s t  p1ace ,  th i s  was  f ron t ie r  coun t ry  and

southern  sympath ies . . .  I t  was  migh ty  c lose  to  the  end o f  the  t^Jar  Between

the  Sta tes .  When th ings  began to  s t i r  in  M6x jco ,  there  were  ius t  lo ts  and

lo ts  o f  E l  Paso men tha t  kep t  one man in  the  f je ld ,  tha t  sen t  money down to

Madero's crowd. And Madero came up here,  r ig.ht  up there across f rom the

Smel te r .  I  have  a  p ic tu re ,  i nc iden ta l l y ,  o f  h im ta lk ' i ng  on  the  phone  there .

I  remember when we went up there and hal f  of  El  Paso was on this s ' ide of  the

g iver ,  and two- th i rds  o f  them were  mend in .q  t i res  because jn  those days  t i res

weren' t  as good as they are now. And they were throwing oranges, bott les of

pop,  bo t t les  o f  beer ,  any th ing  they  cou ld  in to  the  r i ver .  You cou ld  see an

e legant  o f f i cer  on  the  o ther  s ide  tak ing  the  th ings  ou t  w i th  h is  sword  as

EK:

they fl oated 1o;vey_/ .

MQ: Yes, the sympathy then was for Madero.

AK:  But  lo ts  o f  peop le  were  fo r  Dfaz .  They  fe l t  he  had done a  wonder fu l  iob  in

M6xi  co .

MQ:  And then,  o f  course ,  there  were  a  g rea t  many min ing  peop le  in  E l  Paso a t  the

t in re .  That  made a  d i f fe rence,  because under  Don Por f i r io ,  the  mines  had been

saved .

AK:  He s tab i l  i zed  the  count ry .

MQ:  1euL/  he  was qe t t ing  o1d and so  on ,  and then the  idea o f  Madero  dar ing  t0 . . .

AK:  We l l ,  j f  he 'd  jus t  chosen  Madero  to  run  w ' i th  h im,  I  th ink  th ' i ngs  wou ld  have
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been d i f fe ren t . 'Course ,

You  canr t  ever  te l l .

I f  Dfaz had taken Madero

Yes ,  bu t  he  wou ldn ' t .  I

have he ld  i t  toge ther .

Ter razas .  .  .

l { t  l  ived here in the

Yes.  But  be fore  tha t ,

Norte* was brand new.

brought the women and

you never can tel  I  .

to  run  w i th  h im?

th ink  tha t  i f  he  had taken Madero  tha t  he  cou ld

Fa l  I  house .

he  had  the  who le  f l oo r  o f  t he  de l  No r te .  The  de l

They younq men stayed /Tn M6xico/ ,  but  Don Luis

ch i l d ren  /To  E l  Pasg1 .  They  ren ted  a  who le  f l oo r

MQ:

AK:

MQ:

Bu i  t he  t own  was  d i v i ded ,  and  i t  d i v i ded  a  m i l l i on  d i f f e ren t  t ' imes .

l ^ l i t h  eve ry  change  o f  revo lu t i ona ry  l eaders  i t  d i v i ded .

AnC when  Madero  f i na l l y  came and  took  Jud rez ,  t hey  say  tha t  t he  on l y  p i c tu re

o f  Don  Por f j r i o  i n  Jud rez  tha t  n jgh t  t ha t  t he  town  was  taken  was  hang ing

over  the bed of  the dead c,enera l .

Papa  was  ve ry  much  in te res ted  /Tn  the  Revo lu t i on /  because  he  d jdn ' t  wan t  any -

t h i ng  t o  happen  ove r  on  t h i s  s i de .

He  d idn ' t  wan t  any  k j l l i ng  ove r  he re ,  and ,  Vou  see ,  t he re  was  so  much  o f  t ha t

so r t  o f  t h ing .  Then  the re  were  a lways  these  so ld ie rs  o f  f on tune  tha t  t u rned

up  he re .  Fo r i ns tance ,  Ga r i ba ld ' i  d i dn ' t  have  any  more  bus iness  he re  t han . . .

0 f  cou rse ,  I  d id ;  I  l i ved  he re ,  I  f o rgo t  t ha t l  l l auqh te f ,

He  I  i ved  a t  t he  She ldon  Ho te l  .

And  then ,  o f  cou rse ,  as  th ings  go t  worse ,  t he  peop le  began  to  come ou t  w i th

the ' i r  va r i ous  s to r i es  o f  wha t  happened  as  the  m ines  were  h j t .  Then  Don  Lu i s

EK:

*Hote l  Paso del  Nor te
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of  the  de l  Nor te  and l j ved  there .  And / they /  rode back  and fo r th . . . those

must  have been Ro l ls  Royces ,  bu t  I  thought  they  were  Packards .  But  you

see,  he  was the  Cat t le  K ing ,  and he  fed  th ree  revo lu t jons .

He came out  th rough Pres ' id io ,  I  th ' ink .

D id  he?

Yes ,  f rom Ch ihuahua .

I  don ' t  know how he  came ou t .  Theneven tua l l y they l j ved  up  here  in  the

Fa l l  house ,  wh ich  i s  r igh t  up  the  s t ree t .

But  the  town,  nobody ever  agreed.  I  th ink  they  were  d iv ided.  You cou ld

go  p laces  and  p rac t i ca l l y  come to  b lows  over  i t .  I t ' s  l i ke  my  f r iend ,  Mrs .

lFafner.  Her husbandT uras a doctor in Chjhuahua. The Luia 'ns and the Terrazas'

had someth ing  wrong w ' i th  one o f  the i r  ch i ld ren ;  they  had sent  to  Germany

for  spec ia l i s ts ,  and Dr .  Hafner  came.  Then he  s tayed on  wf  th  h is  w i fe  and

ch i ld ren .  Th ings  go t  bad ,  and  V ' i l l a  took  Ch ihuahua  and  o rdered  a l l  the

fore igners  ou t .  Bu t  those ggchup ines ,  f lo i  the  t ra ' in  was to  come and ge t

them.  Mrs .  Hafner  lwa; /  s j t t jng  l7n  the  s ta t ion /  w i th  her  baby  on  her  1ap.

She  was  te l l i ng  me abou t  i t ,  and  she  sa jd  tha t  she  d jdn ' t  th ' i nk  V i l l a  was

so bad.  He came in to  the  s ta t jon  and went  pas t  Mrs .  Hafner  and he  sa id ,

"What  a  beau t i fu l  ch i ld . "  Mrs .  Ha fner  loved  h im the  res t  o f  he r  days .

LLaughter/ And so you found that sort of /Thin{.

Th i s  sec t i on  o f  t he  coun t r y  wasn ' t  r ea l l y  t e r r j b ' l y  i nvo l ved  j n  t he  Revo lu t i on ,

then ,  excep t  as  spec ta to rs .  i s  t ha t  t rue?

As  spec ta to rs  and  i nd j v idua ls .  As  l t l a r y  sa jd ,  l o t s  o f  peop le  he re  sen t  money

ove r  to  the  men  in  the  f i e ld .

Lo l s  o f  peop le  h i d  peop le ,  i nc l ud ing  Papa .  Then  a t  t he  Ba t t l e  o f  Jud rez ,

they s topped up here by the peach qrove by the Haciendd,  across there,  and

l 0
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MQ:
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*Hac ' ienda Caf6
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par leyed.  Madero  par leyed a t  lenq th ,  and a  grea t  nany  peop le  sa id  he  was

af ra id  to  go  on .  I  th ink  he  ha ted  the  b loodshed.

T :  What  d id  the  fou r  Ke l l y  g i r l s  do?  You  were  a l l  ch i ld ren  a t  the  t ime o f  the

Madero  Revo lu t ion  o f  l9 l ' l  .

EK:  t , . Ie l l ,  we s tayed on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  house most  o f  the  t ime.

MQ: Yes. And then Judrez fe l  I  .  .  .

EK:  My fa ther  sa fd  tha t  never  in  the  6g i l  o f  na t iona l  c iv i l i za t ion  wou ld  there

be another c i ty taken by force of  arms. So, af ter  the dead were taken of f

the street,  Papa and I ' l r .  Edwards, who was the Sher i f f ,  took us and the two

Edwards  g i r l s  over  to  Judrez .  The  bu l le t  she ' l l s  were  s t i l l  on  the  s t ree t .

And the  th ing  I  remember  most  v iv id ly  i s  / tnaV there  was a  l i t t le  poo l  o f

b lood and somebody wa lked jn to  j t .  You know when you wa lk  in  water  how your

/Footpr in tg /  ge t  smal le r  and smal le r  as  you go  o f f?  I  remember  the  b loody

foo tp r in ts  ge t t ing  sn 'a l le r ,  and  sma l le r ,  and  sma l le r .  Bu t  the re  was  no th jng

tha t  we  saw tha t  te r r ib le .

AK:  No.  But  we kept  runn ing  in to  boys  we knew,  though,  tha t  had worked fo r  Papa

L9

EK:  Yes .  And  Madero 's  so ld ' i e rs ,  as  a  ru1e ,  had  a t  l eas t  th ree  car t r jdge  be1 ts .

Lo ts  o f  the  so ld ie rs  were  Ind ians  who came in  w i th  bows and ar rows.  When

they  k i l led  a  nnn,  they  qo t  a  gun.  And lo ts  o f  the  wounded were  Ind ' ians

who never  had a  gun /Eefore_ / ,  and p icked i t  up  and pu t  i t  f i rm ly  down on

lTne:fi feet, and it went off. 0r /They'i l  iust put ftneif hands over the

muzzl  e .

MQ:  I t  was  the  Yaqu is ;  tha t ' s  who  they  were .

EK:  But  they  loved a  gun- - they 'd  never  had one be fore .

MQ:  Another  th ing  was tha t  dur ing  the  s iege o f  Judrez ,  the  Federa l  t roops  were

in  un i fo rm,  andn o f  course ,  Madero 's  men weren ' t .  They  had on  the i r  o rd inary

l ' l

nl/ were  now in  the  Armv.over  there .
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c lo thes .  F ina l1y ,  th ings  go t  p re t ty  bad,  i  guess .  They  pu t  the  Federa l

t roops  on  the  bu i ld ings  and took  down the  ladders .  Wel1 ,  then,  there  wasn ' t

any th ing  to  do  except  f igh t .  I  don ' t  mean they  weren ' t  b rave ;  they  d idn ' t

care one way or the other,  mind you. But when they got down, they took of f

their  uni forms and threw them in the street.  lThey were] going on the assump-

t ion  tha t  i f  you  d idn ' t  have a  un i fo rm,  you cou ld  run  around w i thout  any

c lo thes  on  a t  a l l ,  o r  a  G-s t r ing .  They  cou ldn ' t  p rove  f rom the  p i les  o f

uni forms Twho you werg/.  The Federal  unj forms had been pret ty.  They were

b ' lue  p i led  w i th  red  and  so  on .  A l l  a round  E l  Paso ,  ch ie f l y  the  ma les ,

12

a l l  o f  t hem tha t  cou ld  ge t  away  wen t  ove r  / t b  Jud rez /  and  co l l ec ted  th i s

s tu f f .  We11,  they  a lso  had typhus  over  there ,  and typhus

I  i ce .  /The loca l  au thor i t iesT were  scared j t  wou ld  spread

Papa made them put  bar re ls  o f  coa l  o i l  on  the  br idqe,  and

across  w i th  these souven i rs ,  he  made them put  them in  the

cou ldn ' t  b r ing  them in .  We l l ,  they  were  s imp ly  fu r jous .

two  cases  o f  t yphus ,  and  tha t ' s  a l l .  And  i t  was  because

'Cause  your  fa ther  made them s top . . .

Yes, because /The typhug, i  would have spread. One of  the boys that died f rom

i t  had go t ten  th is  beaut i fu l  go ' ld  ha t  w i th  a l l  the  go ld  b ra id  and every th ing .

He sneaked ' i t  by  somehow.  But  peop le  went  over .  We had s t ree tcars ' in  those

days .  As  soon as  the  s t ree tcars  ran ,  whV,  everybody tha t  d idn ' t  have any

o iher  means o f  t ranspor ta t ion  went  on  the  s t ree tcar  and i t  was  jus t  f ine .

We11,  they  were  wa lk ing  around look inq  a t  the  captured  c ' i t y ,  because there 'd

never  be  another  one,  Vou know.

And lThg ou t  guard ,  B lanco,  was  i t?  Anyhow. . .

Somebody from down the r iver was coming in.

Yes, somebody that had been out on patrol  duty down far,  that  had just  got ten

i s  ca r r i ed  by

to  t h i s  s i de .

as the men came

coa l  o i l  o r  they

fr;uil we had Fnlyj

Papa made them s top .

body

/so/ ,
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the  news tha t  the  town had fa l len .  They  came in ,  and na tura l l y ,  j f  you

were a Flexjcan revolut ' ionary,  and you meet another one, how do you greet

h im? You shoot  o f f  your  gun in  the  a i r .  They  were  no t  shoot ing  a t  each

other.  But the story was that there were reinforcements coming in f rom

Chjhuahua ,  and  you  shou ld  have  seen  the  E l  Pasoans  l i gh t  ou t  fo r  th i s  s ide

of  the  border l

There 's  a  n ice  s to ry  about  a  woman who was over  there  w ' i th  her  husband and

a male  f r iend ,  and how she los t  them:-or  how they ' los t  her ,  I  don ' t  know.

Anyway,  she was s i t t ing  in  the  midd le  o f  the  s t ree t  hav ing  hys ter ics .  And

th is  n ice  Mex ican w i th  a  wagon came a long and p icked her  up ,  and took  her

down,  oh ,  I  guess  beyond Zaragoza.

To  th is  ranch .

And they  had t roub le  f ind ing  her .

lhat  was an American woman?

An Amer ican woman.  They  jus t  poured over ,  s imp ly  fasc ina ted  by  l the  Revo lu-

t ion7 .  The o ther  th ing  was,  o f  course ,  tha t  they  hung over  the  edge o f  the

r i ve r  and  a l l  over  the  edge  o f  the  M i l l s  Bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  was  new,  look ing

down a t  the  /s iegg. / .  I t  was  rea11y a  very  h igh  po in t  in  our  ear ly  ex js tence.

Then af ter  a whi le i t  got  to be pret ty much a matter of  everyday.

AK:  When Judrez  fe l l  the  f i rs t  t ime,  there  were  love ly  bu i ld ' ings  over  there  tha t

D iaz  had bu j l t .  A f te r  tha t ,  o f  course ,  they  were  jus t  b lown up.

EK:  And a f te r  the  ra id  in  Co lumbus,  the  s to ry  came tha t  V i l la  was coming in to  E1

Paso.  So,  a t  tha t  t ime,  there  vvas  a  g roup o f  young men a t  E l  Paso H igh

Schoo l  who were . . .  l ^ lha t  do  you ca l l  them?

MQ:  R.0 .T .C . .

EK:  R .0 .T .C . .  So ,  they  took  the i r  guns  ( I  th ink  they  were  P lug  Sne iders )  and

they guarded El  Paso High School .  E_vely"bo9y took them fudge and cookies,

l3

EK:

MQ:

EK:

T .

MQ:
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and i t  was  rea l ' l y  1ove1y .

MQ:  0h ,  i t  was  d jv ine .  And  the  nex t  day ,  they  wou ld  s leep  in  c lass .  Whether

they  were  t i red  or  no t ,  they  pu t  the i r  heads  down on the i r  desks ,  and no-

body disturbed them.

EK:  And  you  know,  war  i s  ra ther  te r r ib le ,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime ,  j t  was  lo ts  o f  fun .

Everybody had a gorgeous t ime--here these heroes protect fng our school .

MQ: Yes, but they brought t roops in f rom the post lFort  Bl isgJ,  and they were

camped a l l  th rough the  s t ree ts .  So,  we were  pre t ty  thorough ly  invo lved in

i t .

EK:  Yes ,  they  camped a l l  a round our  house.  No,  tha t  was  la te r ,  ' cause tha t  was

the  Nat iona l  Guard .

T: Was that because your father vvas Mayor?

EK:  No,  j t  was  because they  were  a f ra id  the  town wou ld  be  ra ided.  A f te r  Co lumbus,

they  were  a f ra id  the  town wou ld  be  ra ided.

MQ:  We kept  on  hear ing  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  /Fa ided7,  and tha t  the  ra id  wou ld  come

f rom the  Smel te r ,  th rough  town,  and  back ' in to  M6x ico , ' i ns tead  o f  the  o ther

way around.

T :  What  was V ' i l l a  supposed to  do  when he  ra ided? Jus t  tear  up  the  town genera l l y

ans scane eveybody?

EK:  I  don ' t  th ink  anybody sa ' id  why i t  was  go ing  to  be  ra jded.

MQ:  Bu t  then  they  a l1  sa id ,  "We l l ,  l ook  a t  Co lumbus . "  I  th ink ,  though ,  the  wors t

thEt r t  
-PasoGvsi  

ie l t  ani l  the most v ic ious they ever fe l t  was af ter  Santa

14

EK:

MQ:

I sabe l .

Yes .

Tha t  rea l l y  was .  Th ings  had  ca lmed  down ,  and  they  were  go ing  to  open  the

mines ;  t hey  had  a  gua ran tee  f rom the  gove rnmen t .  And  i t  wasn ' t  V i l l a .

Bu t  t h i s  was  i n  Ch ' i huahua ,  wasn ' t  i t ?T:
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MQ: Yes, but / the mine operator{  came fnom here.  They were E1 Paso men"

T:  Go ing  back  to  open the  mines? Yes,  I  had fo rgo t ten  about  tha t .

MQ: lThey were going tq/  open the mjnes, and they were ambushed. And I  guess,

every  one o f  them 6o! /  k i l led .

T:  l , , las that  by the Vi l la men?

MQ:  I  don ' t  th ink  so .

EK:  I  don ' t  th ' i nk  they 've  ever  been  sure  who  d id  i t .

MQ:  Some peop le  say  tha t  one o f  V i l la ' s  r ings  was seen there ,  bu t  there  has

a lways  been  a  ques t ion  as  to  whe ther  o r  no t .  Bu t thosemen. . .  Par t  o f  j t

was ,  they  shou ld  have known bet te r .  They  a ' |1  to ld  about  how they  were  tak ing

the  money back  to  open the  mjnes ,  and so  fo r th  and so  on ;  you  know,  tha t  sor t

o f  th ing .  You  shou ldn ' t  do  tha t  and  then  go ,  even  w i th  t roop  guards .  Bu t

the, there were t roops, as Howard told you*,  for  years af terwards on those

trains. Have you ever read Tlg*$glg!q99., Azuela's !g:_!s*g!gjg?

S:  Yes .

MQ:  I t  was  wr i t ten  here inE l  Paso .  He  was  w i th  V i l l a .  And  i t  was  a l l  i us t

s imp ' ly  par t  o f  tha t  decade,  wasn ' t  j t?

S:  Your  fa ther  had some o ther  persona l  encor in tGr iw i t f r  V i t ia ,  d i , ln t t  f ie l

EK:  Yes .  V i l l a  wan ted  to  k i l l  Gar jba ld i .  Gar jba ld ' i  was  s tay ing  in  the  She ldon

Hotel  .

MQ:  And  th is  was  young  Gar iba ld i .

EK:  Yes ,  th is  was young Gar iba ld i  .  Now,  tha t i tne  t f r ing ,  you  have to  spec i fy

the  name;  j t ' s  young  Gar iba ld i .  And  so  /V i l l a ]  came over  to  k i l l  Gar iba ld j .

Whether  he  brought  some peop le  w i th  h im or  no t ,  I 'm no t  sure .  Papa 's  d rug-

store was r ight  there 7Tn tne Sheldon Hotel  and peopleT ran to get Papa

rea l  qu ick .  So  he  went  jn  and  exp la ined  to  V j l l a  ve ry  ca re fu l l y  tha t  th i s

t5

*Re fe rs  to  Howard  Qu inn ,  Mary  Qu ' i nn ' s  husband ,  i n  i n te rv iew  No .  68 .
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was  h i s  t own ,  and  tha t  t he re  wasn ' t  go ing  to  be  anybody  k i l 1ed  j n  h i s  t own .

He  t ook  V i l l a ' s  gun  ou t  o f  h i s  hands ,  t ook  h im  i n to  t he  d rugs to re ,  and  t hey

had  a  d r i nk  t oge the r .  Then ,  he  gave  V i l l a  back  h i s  gun  and  gave  h im  a  po l i ce

escor t .  I t  worked two ways-- j t  was an honor  guard and /7 t7 a lso ensured

Fnu!  he got  across the br idge.

They  were  g rea t  f r i ends  a f te r  t ha t .  And  V i l l a  t o ld  my  fa the r  t ha t  he

d id  no t  o rde r  t he  ra ' i d  a t  Co lumbus  ( though  they  sa id  he  was  seen  the re ) ,  and

he  had  gone  in  to  ca l l  o f f  t he  t roops .

Papa  neve r  d ' i d  be l  i eve  tha t  he  had  any th ing  to  do  w j th  i t .

No ,  no .

The  f am i ' l y  don ' t  ag ree  on  t he  sub jec t  o f  V j l l a ,  bu t  we  don ' t  ag ree  on  a  l o t

o f  t h ' i ngs .

l 6

MQ:

EK:

tvlQ:

Go ahead and te l l

Cotton was new in the

them to  chop co t ton .

UutT ihey chopped and

be a  p iece  o f  co t ton ,

th is  ranch .

them about  the  t ime Papa needed the  co t ten  chopped.

va11ey.  And the  peop le  tha t  he  cou ld  ge t ,  4 'g7  to tO

/Those plants need to be two or three jnches apart ,

they  le f t  any  p lan t  two or  th ree  jnches  apar t ;  ' i t  mfuh t

i t  m iqh t  be  a  weed.  So Papa went  down the  va l ley  to

T:  la lhen you say  " the  va11ey, "  where  was the  va l ley?

EK: Down near Socorro.

AK: No, ' i t  was down by Fabens. And see, they hadn' t  nroved the r iver / iet /  ,  and

Fabeni was r ighf  on the r ivef .

And your  fa ther  owned th is  land?

Yes .

He  to ld  V j l l a  abou t  i t - - l need ing  co t ton  choppersJ ,  And  V ' i l l a  sa id ,  why ,

he 'd  send h im somebody.  So he  sent  up  two co lone ls .

That  was a f te r  V i l la  had re t i red  and was runn ing  around.

T :

MQ:

t r v .
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EK:  Yes .  So my fa ther  had no  t roub le  w i th  co t ton  choppers  a f te r  tha t  ( to  te l l

the  laborers  how to  do  i t  and so  fo r th ,  and so  on) .  My fa ther  qu i te  o f ten

went  down there  a t  n igh t .  He  wou ldn ' t  p lan  ahead ;  bu t  every  once  jn  a  wh i le

when he  was down there ,  V i l la  wou ld  come across  and then they 'd  s i t  and ta lk

a l  I  n igh t .

MQ:  The newspapers  to ld  you V ' i l l a  was  jn  Par ra l  ,  bu t  p f te f i  he  was s i t t ing

there i  n Papa'  s k ' i  tchen. l faughte1/

EK:  Then,  when the  news came tha t  V i l la  had been k i l led ,  these co lone ls  took

Papa 's  two bes t  horses  and le f t .

MQ:  F i rs t  they  ques t ioned /The news repor tsT .  They  d idn ' t  be l ieve  he 'd  been

k i l l ed .

17

EK: They djdn' t ,  so they went to see. And they sent the horses back, but t_hey

never came back themselves.

We never  saw them aga in .

Did you say /They were7 colonels? l ,Jere they colonels in the Army?

Yes.  Everybody was a  co lone l  o r  a  genera l ,  my gosh!

And they came up and chopped cotton?

They were  overseers  more  than any th ing  e1se.

Did they br ing other people w' i th them to help?

I  imag ine  tha t  they  go t  the  peop le  f rom around over  there .  And,  o f  course ,

there  were  lo ts  o f  what  we ca l l  "wetbacks"  now.

We11,  yes ,  bu t  there  weren ' t  any  wetbacks  then.  We d" idn ' t  have immigra t ion

laws  o f  tha t  k ind .

No, everybody just  went back and forth.

There  was a  lo t  more  easy  fee l ing  be tween M6x jco  and the  Un i ted  Sta tes

than there appears to  be now.

MQ:  l r f ' . r g - l  wasn ' t  any  p re iud j ce  a t  a l l .

MQ:

T:

MQ:

T :

AK:

T :

EK:

MQ:

EK:

T :
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EK:  1^1e  a l l  l j ved  toge ther .  We 'd  a l l  bu i l t  E l  Paso .  And  tha t rs  wha t  makes  me

so mad now-- to  have the  pre jud ice  and the  fee l ing  now--when a l l  o f  us  to -

ge ther  bu i l t  E l  Paso and Judrez .

None o f  th i s ,  you  know, ' i s  rea l ' l y  pe r t inen t ,  bu t  I  th jnk ' i t ' s  a l l  j n -

terest ing.  The story was that the American troops were stat ioned in El  Paso

for  p ro tec t ' ion  aga ins t  the  Ind ians .  But  one reason they  were  s ta t ioned here

was to protect  Cd. Judrez f rom the raiders jn El  Paso, af ter  some group of

E l  Pasoans or  tour is ts  o r  what  have you went  over  and loo ted  Judrez  and

d jv ided the  loo t  in  the  P laza .  They  sent  the  t roops  jn  to  p ro tec t  /aga jns t

ihe  loo te i5 / .  That  d idn ' t  rnake io r  qoo i l ree t  inq .

MQ:  I t  was  a l l  such . . .  Bu t  i t  was  the i r  Revo lu t ion  and  ' i t  was  our  Revo lu t ion .

And j t  was  a  l j t t le  hard  keep ' ing  peop le  s t ra igh t - -you know,  whose s ide  you

were  on .  A f te r  Judrez  fe l l ,  they  had th is  beaut i fu l ,  beaut i fu l  banquet  fo r

Madero  and the  man tha t  he  chose to  be  Pres jdent  (o f  course ,  he  wasn ' t  go ing

to  be  Pres iden t  h imse l f ) ,  and  a  va r ie ty  o f  o ther  peop le .  The  lead ing  l i gh ts

Tpeop lq l  o f  E l  Paso came,  and some o ther  l  igh ts ,  too .  One o f  them got  a  l i t t le

too  l j t ,  and  in  the  midd le  o f  j t - -a f te r  they  had toas ted  th fs  one,  and tha t

one,  and the  o ther  one- -he  go t  up  and toas ted  0rozco.  0 rozco had revo l ted

against  Madero that glgyl  1 l -aughtet

Where  was  th i s  banque t?

A t  t he  To l t ec .

Here  i n  E l  Paso?

0h ,  yes ;  yes .

I t 's  where the Upsta ' i rs  Theatre Downtown

I t  was  t he  mos i  e l egan t  c l ub  j n  E l  Paso .

Bu t  t he re  was  a  n f ce  fee l i ng  be tween  the

o f  E l  Paso?

1 S .

T .

MQ:

T :

MQ:

AK:

MQ:

t : c i t i zens  o f  Jud rez  and  t he  c i t i zens
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MQ:  Yes .

AK:  Yes ,  we  had  a l l  bu i l t  two  c i t i es  toge ther ,  the  two  races .  There  wasn ' t

any  f  ee1 ing  a t  a l  l  /o f  p re iud  jce7 .

MQ:  I t  was  a l l  one  town,  per  se .

AK:  A l l  the  Ter razas ,  a l l  the  Esca jedas ,  and  a l l  o f  these  peop le ,  we  a l l  worked

together .  See,  the  Esca iedas  he ld  the j r  land  f rom Spa in .

MQ:  Yes ,  they  had a  Span ish  gran t .

AK:  And we a l l  worked together  to  bu j ld  two new c i t jes .

EK:  Bu t  i f  you  want  a  b j rd ' s  eye  v iew o f  V j l l a ,  yoU ta lk  to  Luc j ta  Esca jeda

Fl ores .

MQ:  And then Mar ia  Lu jsa  F lo res .  Now,  Mar ia  Lu jsa 's  fami ly  had a  ranch on  the

s ide  o f  the  r i ver .  They  had beaut j fu l  horses .  One o f  the  revo lu t ionary

bands took  the i r  horses .  And one day ,  one o f  the  bro thers  was downtown in

Judrez ,  I  th ink ,  o r  maybe  on  th is  s ide ,  and  he  saw th is  poor  horse  tha t

had been hor r ib ly  mis t rea ted .  f r : i l  went  up  to  h im and /saw/  j t  was  h is

horse .  The horse  recogn ized h i rn .  Now,  Lu ' i s j ta  a lso  does  Ange les  beaut i -

fu11y .  And  rea11y ,  I  th ink  he  i s  one  o f  the  g rea t  men o f  M6x ico .

l9

MQ:

T :

AK:

EK :

AK :

But  I  th ink  he  cou ld  have pu11ed the  company together .

I  th ink  he  cou ld ,  too .  Bes ides  be jng  an  a lmos t  wor ld  famous  a r t i l l e ry

o f f i ce r .

| .Jho was this?

Ange les .  He  was  k j l l ed .

0h ,  yes .

Execu ted .  Bu t  i t ' s  too  bad .

But Papa knew them al  I  .

V i l l a  one  t ime to ld  Papa ,  when  he  was  v is i t i ng  down a t  the  ranch  dur ing

the  Revo lu t ion ,  tha t  he  cou ld  never  have been Pres ident  o f  M6x ico  because
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he cou ldnr t  read ,  and  he  wou ldn ' t  know what  he  was  s ign ing .  So  you  see ,

he  was  an  jn te l f  i gen t  man.

And the man that he worshipped was Madero. And he real ly was through with

the f  ight ing when Madero was Pres jdent.  Then, when l ' ' ladero was assassinated--

because i t  was  jus t  murder ,  there 'S  no  doubt  about  tha t - -why,  then,  you  f ind

h i rn  go ing  back  in to  the  f  i e ld .  I  th ink  the  dev i l  s  ' i n  M6x ico  a re  Huer ta  and

probab ly  Car ranza- -Huer ta  I  know.  I  have my cho ice ,  you  know.

As Mary  sa id  ear l  ie r ,  everybody had the i r  own op in ion .

I  imag ine  there  was a  lo t  o f  op in ion  go ing  around a t  tha t  t ime,  because

there  tn las  so  much to  th ink  about .

MQ:  Yes .

EK:  And  ' i t  was  emot iona l  .

MQ: And we l ived here and that  was a l l  r ight ,  but  /T i  was d ' i f ferent  to iT the

peop le  t ha t  l i ved  i n  t he  m ines .  Th j s  was  a  m in jng  commun i t y ;  i t  i sn ' t  any -

more ;  /Those  peop leT  a ren ' t  he re .

And  then  don ' t  you  remember  Babe  Va ldep ino ' s  t a le?  Her  husband  was  i n

cha rge  o f  t he  m ines  o f  Pachuca .  He  was  Span i sh ,  I  guess .

AK :  Va ldesp ino ,  I  t h i nk  he  was .

MQ:  Anyhow,  he  was  i n  cha rge .  They  had  been  ab road ,  and  she 'd  go t ten  a l l  t hese

e legan t  c lo thes .  When  they  wen t  ab road  on  the i r  honeymoon ,  she  had  a  b ig

ha t ,  b ig  mer ry  w idow ha t ,  and  j t  had ,  she  says ,  a  sea  gu11  ac ross  the  f ron t .

/C f ruck lesT  So  tha t  t o  go  i n to  the  s ta te  room,  she  had  to  tu rn  the  ha t  t h i s

way .  l Laugh te r /  We l l ,  anyhow,  she  bough t  some e legan t  c lo thes  i n  Pa r i s ,  and

among  o the r  t h ings  she  bough t  a  beau t i f u l  even ing  d ress .  And  Babe  was  as  b ig

as  a  house ;  I  mean ,  she  was  a  b ig  woman- -Very  f i ne ,  ve ry  good-1ook ' i ng .  And

the  t ra in  19 f  the  drest7 was  sp read  ou t ,  and  i t  was  beaded ,  and  i t  was  a
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MQ:

EK:

T :

peacock 's  ta j l - - jus t  too ,  too  gorgeous fo r  words .  Wel l ,  they  went  back  to
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Pachuca,  and,  o f  course ,  Pachuca was taken"  I t ' s  so  c lose  to  l v l6x ico  C j ty

and so  very  r i ch .  The men saved the  mines ,  what  they  cou ld ,  and the  money

they could for  the peop' le that  owned them, but the stuf f  that  they /o-wned7,

11neiy-1 household th ings were gone. And Babe sa' id the last  t ime she saw

that  d ress ,  i t  was  on  a  so l l sda  who was mounted on  a  sp iked horse .  She was

r id ing  as t r ide  in  i t  and  the  t ra in  /o f  the  dress /  was  spread ou t  th is  way

over  the  horse ts  rump and dragg ing  jn  the  ground beh ind  h is  ta j l .  l l aughter /

And she sa id  they  were  r id ing  o f f  up  over  the  mounta ins ,  and there  went  her

French dress .  Now,  i t ' s  tha t  k ind  o f  th ing  peop le  came back  w i th .

And then, they came back with the ta les of ,  for  jnstance, the mozo-s

that came with you to the border.  The man that had to stay /Tn M6xr 'co/ ,

he'd put his wi fe on the buckboard wi th /Thd7 mozo to dr ive,  and the3i  came

th rough  to  the  border .  Tha t  so r t  o f  th ing .  Th is  comp le te  fa i th . . .

In the men that had worked with then.

In  the  men tha t  were  go ing  to  ge t  you  th rough.  Now,  one p lace  tha t

Cook was coming.  They heard them, and they h id.  They h ' id  the buckboard,

they  h id  the  ho rses ,  and  he r ;  and  they  rode  ou t - - t he  mozos  f rom the  m jnes .

1Tney1 met  th js  crowd and expla ' ined that  they /werd l  a ' |1  buddies.  Then,

when  the  o the rs  wen t  on ,  t hey  came on  up  to  the  bo rde r .  I t ' s  t ha t  t ype  o f

t h ' i ng ,  and  i t ' s  on  bo th  s i des  o f  t he  r i ve r ,  don ' t  you  know .  And  i t ' s  ha rd ,

I  t h j nk ,  f o r  peop le  t ha t  d i dn ' t  l j ve  t h rough  i t  t o  r ea l i ze .

we l l ,  and  then  the  re fugees  came th rough  he re ;  t hey 'd  j us t  been  th rown  ou t

o f  t he i r  houses .  They  had  no th ing ,  and  eve rybody  he lped  them.

I t ' s  t oo  bad  you  d j dn ' t  know  Mrs .  De l  Campo .  She  was  Mrs .  V i l l a ' s  bes t

f r i  end .

I  wan ted  to  ask  ano the r  ques t i on  abou t  you r  f a the r .  Wha t  ach jevemen ts  i n

c i ty  admin is t rat ion was your  fa ther  most  proud of?
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EK:  I  th ink  o f  buy ing  the  waterworks ,  don ' t  you?

MQ:  Yes ,  I 'm  sure .  Werd  never  had  pub l i c  wa te rworks .

EK:  No,  the  waterworks  f rom Wat t ' s  Wel l ,  they  were  pr iva te ly  owned.  And wh i ' le

he  was Mayor ,  the  c i ty  bouqht  the  waterworks .  I  th ink  tha t  was  the  th ing .

MQ:  We11,  one reason he  was so  in te res ted  was /because tha t  waV one o f  the

f j rs t  jobs  he  had here  when he  came.  He s tood ou t  in  f ron t  o f  the  drug-

s to re- -he  worked a t  the  drugs tore ,  i t  wasn ' t  h is  o f  course- -and as  the  water

wagons tha t  had go t ten  water  ou t  o f  the  r j ver  ( the  dr ink jng  water )  came by ,

i t  was  h is  job  to  see  tha t  they  f i l l ed  a l l  the  o rders .  I t  s tood  un t i l  a l l

the  d i r t  d ropped down,  and then they  s t ra ' ined  i t .  I  th ink  he  had a  fee l ing

for water.

EK:  He a lso  had a  fee l ing  fo r  the  da i r ies ,  too ,  Mary .  Because when I  was  born ,

he  d jdn ' t  wan t  Mother  to  ge t  m i l k  f rom any  o f  the  da i r ies ,  so  he  bough t  a

cow.  And my mother  sa id  tha t  the  reason the  cow wou ldn ' t  le t  her  m ' i l k  her - -

why,  she 'd  never  been mi lked  by  a  woman before .  And Father  sa id  tha t  Mother

and Katy  d jd  someth ing  to  tha t  cow,  so  she wou ldn ' t  le t  them mi lk  her .  Any-

how,  he  go t  r id  o f  the  cow and bought  the  mi lk  f rom Dr .  Franc is  W.  Ga l lagher

Lca l l aghe r  and  Vance ,  l 0 l 9  N .  S tan tonT .

He  I  i ved  up  the  s t ree t .

I  t h i nk  Papa  was  ve ry ,awa re  o f  pub l i e  hea l t h .

Ve ry  na tu ra l l y  he  wou ld  be .

And  he  neve r  a te  po rk  t ha t  he  d i dn ' t  r a j se  h imse l f ,  because  he  d i dn ' t  t h i nk

tha t  po rk  tha t  was  ra i sed  on  s lop  was  good .  And  he  used  to  have  a l f a l f a

f i e l ds ,  and  he  kep t  t hem on  t he  a l f a l f a  f i e l ds .  So  t hey  we re  c l ean  enough

to  come in  the  house  i f  he  wan ted  them.  Bu t  he  was  ve ry  much  in te res ted  i n

fa rm ' i ng .

Papa  d id  a  l o i  o f  t a l k j ng  w i t h  Mr .  Conno rs ,  t oo ,  abou t  pub l i c  hea l t h .

Yes .  You  see ,  t h i s  was  sn ra l l pox  coun t r y .
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T:  Why was tha t?  D id  i t  come f rom M6x jco?

EK: I  th i  nk we ra ' ised some of i  t  oursel  ves .

MQ:  I t  was  a l l  a long  here .

T :  Peop le  jus t  d idn ' t  ge t  themse lves  vacc ina ted?

MQ:  We11,  i t  was  be fore  peop le  vacc ina ted  very  much.  The man responsfb le  fo r

do ing  away w i th  smal lpox  in  E1 Paso was Dr .  Hugh t lh i te .  He succeeded in

get t ' i ng  peop le  vacc ina ted .  But  there  was a  pes thouse ou t  here ,  and Mr .

Connors  ran  i t .

AK:  Yes ,  I  don ' t  imag ' ine  lThat /  un t j l  the  doc tors  came in  tha t  they  had any

vacc ina t ion  a t  a l l .

MQ:  No,  no .  And then anyway,  so  o f ten  the  way thev  vacc ina ted  in  those days .

you had a  very  ser jous  t ime.  I ' ve  / iea( l  qu i te  a  lo t  o f  mater ia l  on  the  ear ly

pes thouses  and so  on .  And Papa was in te res ted  in  some sor t  o f  hosp i ta l - -a

char i t y  hosp i ta l ,  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing .  He  d jd  a  lo t  o f  work  w j th  Mr .  Connors

on tha t .  And the  th jng  tha t  you  wonder  about  j s  tha t  the  doc tor  wou ld  go

to  the  pes thouse  ( tne  i so la t ion  hosp i ta l - -bu t  nobody  ca l led  i t  tha t )  and

t rea t  these peop le  who had smal lpox ,  then he 'd  wash h ' i s  hands ,  and come

treat /Tomeone elseT for measles.  That was that.

And who was the  pub l ic  hea l th  o f f j cer  tha t  s ta t joned po l i ce  a t  each end o f

the street and vaccinated everybody?

MQ:  I th jnk tha t  p robab ly  i t  was  Dr .  Hugh  Whi te ,  E f i zabe th ;  I 'm  no t  su re .

EK:  I t  may have been,  o r  maybe Dr .  Jus t ice .

S:  I ' ve  recent ' l y  spoken to  l i l r s .  f rJh ' i te ,  and she sa id  tha t  her  husband d id  a  g rea t

dea l  o f  tha t .

Yes ,  she  was very ,  very  p roud about  ' i t .

And /There wa{ no quest ion /about being vaccinated/,  because i f  you ran down

the s t ree t ,  the  po ' l ' i ce  s topped you a t  the  o ther  end.

t 3
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MQ: And he a lso  worked w i th  the  pr ies t ,  E l i zabeth ,  down in  South  E l  Paso- -Dr .

t , . lh i te  d id - -persuad ing  peop le  to  be  vacc ina ted .

Lo ts  o f  peop le  were  a f ra id  o f  the  vacc ina t ions .

They  were  a f ra id  o f  i t .

Wel l ,  the  way the  vacc ina t jon  was done then,  I  don ' t  much b lame them.  And

the scars they 1 ef t  on you !
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AK:

EK:

A V .

MQ: I  heard  Mother  te l l  a f te r  she  was here  o f  houses  w j th  a  f lag  ou t  in  f ron t ,

fhow" ing f  there  was a  smal lpox  case there ,  and tha t  you  avo ided ' i t .  h |e  were

vacc ina ted  when we were  th ree  months  o ld .

EK:  M ine  has  never  taken  s ince"  Mary 's  has .

MQ:  0h ,  yes .  You shou ld  have known me when mjne took  the  second t ime- - ' i t  was

revo l  t i ng .

EK:  Papa was a lso  very  much in te res ted  in  ge t t ing  decent  water  and ge t t ing  the

s t ree ts  Paved.

And ' in  the  schoo l  s .

And in  the  schoo ls ,  very  much in te res ted  in  the  schoo ls .

bu i l t  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l ,  they  sent  a  commi t tee  across

look  Ot  h igh  schoo ls .  And  when E l  Paso  H igh  Schoo l  was

Now, when they

the country to

bu j l t ,  i t  was  the

I  as t  word  i  n  schoo l  s ,

I , r Je l l ,  as  fa r  as  I 'm  concerned ,  i t ' s  s t ' i l l  t he  p re t t i es t  h ' i gh  schoo l  j n  town.

Wel l ,  Papa  was  a lso  in te res ted  in  ge t t ing  the  E lephan t  Bu t te  Dam,  then  we 'd

have water ,  you  see.

Yes .

Did  he  s ta r t  a l l  t hese

h ' i s  adm in i s t r a t i on?

Some of them. Then he

t reme ly  i n te res ted  j n

p ro jec ts ,  o r  d jd  some o f  t hem come to  comp le t j on  du r ing

worked hard at  them. And then,  o f  course,  he was ex-

the  co l  I  eqe .
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And  we  had  l o t s  o f  l eade rs  he re  j n  E l  Paso ,  l i ke  Judge  A l l en .  Now,  mos t

o f  t hem came fo r  t he i r  hea l th ,  I ' l l  admj t  t ha t ,  bu t  t hey  were  go ing  to

bu i l d  a  c i t y  he re ,  no  ma t te r  wha t .

And the th ing was,  they a l l  worked together .

Yes .

There  wasn ' t  a  case  o f ,  "We l l ,  now,  I  wan t  c red i t  f o r  t h i s ,  and  you  wan t

c red i t  f o r  t ha t r "  when  i t  was  a  sma l l  t own .  I  suppose  tha t  comes  nea r  to

desc r i b i ng  i t .

EK:  And  you ' re  go ing  to  hear  a  lo t  abou t  the  R ing .

MQ:  Yes ,  bu t  tha t  was  Papa 's  po l i t i ca l  l i f e .  We th ink  the  R ing  was  a  ve ry  hones t ,

ab le ,  and  upr igh t  g roup .  We know peop le  who  don ' t  th ink  so ,  bu t  they ' re  wrong .

E l izabeth  was read jng  an  ar t i c le  tha t  somebody tha t  we know and you know had

wr i t ten ,  and was on  the  o ther  s ' ide .  And i t  sa id  tha t  the  R" ing  was th is ,  tha t ,

and the other.  And then, l j - t  sajOT t f rat  they came into power /6f l  a l l  of

the . . .  I  fo rqo t  e iac t l y  how i t  was  worded,  bu t  anyhow i t  meant  tha t  a l l  the

gamblers  and a l l  o f  the  pros t j tu tes  and everybody jus t  took  the ' i r  po l l  tax

and went  down to  the  po l l s  / to  vo te  fo r  thenr / .  E l i zabeth  caught  j t ,  and  she

sa id ,  " l , . l e l l ,  wha t  d id  the  p ros t i tu tes  do  a t  the  po l l s  w i th  the  po ' l1  tax ,  be -

fore women could vote?"

T:  Very  good po in t .

MQ: Yes. And that was before /wbmen could vote/ .

EK:  And the  au thor  hadn ' t  caught  tha t .

MQ:  Hadn ' t  caugh t  tha t  a t  a l l .  Bu t  E l  Paso ,  i t  was  a  much  more  open  town.

EK:  I t  was  a  very  open town.

MQ:  I t  was  a  f ron t ie r  town,  and i t  was  an  open town.

EK:  Now,  somebody sa id  tha t  be tween San Franc isco  and New 0r leans ,  there  was E l

Paso-- that they were the three open towns.

AK:

MQ:

EK:

MQ:



KELLY, QUINN

There was gambl ing.  .  ,

What 's  meant  exac t ly  by  "open town?"

Open gambl ing ,  open  p ros t j tu t ion .

No t  exac t l y  open- -con t ro l led ;  th j s  so r t  o f  th ing .
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MQ:

EK:

MQ:
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