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July 25, 2012

By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

�e El Paso Diablos nearly blew 
a �ve-run lead in the eighth inning 
needing a comeback to defeat the 
Lincoln Saltdogs 18-17 in extra in-
nings July 22 at the Cohen Stadium.

“It was a very good and intense 
game,” le� �elder J.J. Muse said. 
“Some of the guys struggled out there, 
but fortunately in the end, we were 
able to come on top.”

It all started with a 3-0 lead in the 
�rst inning and the Diablos seemed 
to have complete control of the game. 
Just a�er �ve innings El Paso led 13-6 
and had forced �ve errors from the 
Saltdogs.

However, Lincoln was able to turn 
things around in the eighth inning 
scoring �ve unanswered runs to tie 
the game at 15 going into the ninth.

In the top of the 10th the Saltdogs 
were able to get their second lead of 
the game a�er an RBI single by sec-
ond baseman Stephen Holdren.

El Paso prevented the collapse as 
third baseman Reid Fronk connected 
with a two run single allowing Muse 

and Maikol Gonzalez to score and 
end the game with a walk-o� victory.

“�e Diablos have a very impres-
sive o�ense,” Lincoln catcher Derek 
Coverstone said prior to the game. 
“We really need to play well on both 
sides if we want to win.”

�e Diablos walked away winning 
two of the three games against the 
Saltdogs.

On the �rst game of the series El 
Paso jumped to an early 3-0 lead, but 
it all changed quickly as the Saltdogs 
closed the gap by one in the ��h in-
ning. �ings then turned awry and 
the Diablos gave up four more runs 
for a 6-3 de�cit gong into the sixth 
inning.

�e Diablos trailed by four in the 
ninth inning when out�elder Weling-
ton Dotel hit a three run triple to pull 
the Diablos within one.

With two outs, Dotel ran home af-
ter a wild pitch, but Coverstone threw 
him out for the �nal out at the plate, 
ending the contest with an 8-7 win for 
Lincoln.

For game two, once again the Dia-
blos had a one run lead in the middle 

Diablos win sluggfest in extra innings
Baseball

Fronk rallies team back to victory after giving up lead

aaron monTes / The Prospector
The Diablos needed extra innings to walk away with their 24th victory of the season defeating Lincoln 18-17 July 22 at Cohen stadium.see DiABlOS on page 8

oLymPiCs
usa baskeTball: The men’s baskeTbaLL Team finished 5-0 in exhibiTion games afTer defeaTing sPain 100-78 JuLy 
24 in barCeLona. Team usa wiLL Take on franCe in The PreLiminary round aT 9:30 a.m. (esT) JuLy 29 in London. 

By EDwin DElGADO
The Prospector

With only �ve upperclassmen cur-
rently on the men’s basketball roster, 
veteran players like junior center John 
Bohannon are expected to provide 
leadership for the young team during 
the 2012-13 campaign.

Last season, the 6-foot-10 center av-
eraged 11.5 points and 7.3 rebounds, 
all while leading the Miners in scor-
ing, rebounding and blocks. He aver-
aged 58.5 percent shooting from the 
�oor and 73.1 from the free-throw 
line improving on his 49.3 from the 
previous year.

Q: What have you been working 
on during the summer?

A: On everything, the o�season 
gives you time to try to improve the 
most, get in the gym and work on 
your strength, conditioning and of 
course skills, shooting the ball outside 
the perimeter.

Q: How does it feel having some-
one taller on the team?

A: It’s di�erent. Most of the teams 
I’ve been on I was the tallest guy, so 
it’s kind of funny looking up, and 
feel like most people feel when they 
look at me. (Head) coach (Tim) Floyd 
wants to bring that length and height 
to the squad, it’s good having a big 
front line, so it’s going to help us out 
tremendously.

Q: How does it feel to be one of 
the most experienced players on the 
team?

A: I think I’m ready, I’ve been here 
before. I’ve been here for a couple of 
years now, and I can let the guys know 
what I’ve been through and just go 
ahead and lead by example.

Q: What is the team goal for the 
upcoming season?

A: NCAA Tournament. Win the 
conference, that’s what I think about 
every year. It escaped me my fresh-
man year just barely, and I know we 
might not get that opportunity ever 
again, so every time we go out we 
have to give it all in the �oor and 
hopefully we can get to the NCAA 
Tournament.

Q: What part of your game have 
you tried to improve on the most 
during the o�season?

A: Basically all around, I always 
work on my post work, and shooting 
outside on the perimeter, and every-
thing, becoming a more pro�cient 
player is really my goal for the season.

Q: What does the team need to 
improve on?

A: We should win more games, 
that’s what we should do, win more 
games.

Q: What are your thoughts on the 
schedule?

A: I love it, coach Floyd is not afraid 
to play anybody, anywhere, anytime 
and I feel I’m that way too. If the 
whole team has that mentality we’ll 

be �ne because coach Floyd is going 
to schedule anybody and anywhere, 
when he told me he said he wanted 
the team to be at the same level with 
Kansas and Duke, and our schedule is 
really pushing the program towards 
that.

Q: What kind of advice have you 
given the incoming freshmen?

A: You have to slow the game, you 
need to be passive, basketball at the 
college level is faster than high school 
obviously. It might take a couple of 
games to adapt, but just be patient 
and learn as much as you can from 
the coaches and the older players.

Q: What’s the highlight so far in 
your two years at UTEP?

A: Every time we come out the tun-
nel, we always have the fans asking 
for autographs and showing apprecia-
tion. �at would be my highlight.

Edwin Delgado may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Embracing the leadership role
Basketball

fiLe PhoTo / The Prospector
Junior center John bohannon started 20-of-31 games last season leading the team 
in scoring with 11.5 PPg and improving his free throw percentage by over 20 percent. 

John Bohannon #21
Position: Center
Classification: Junior
height: 6’10” weight: 210 lbs
nicknames: “bo gotti” and “bobo”

 
2011-12 stats

11.5 PPg   7.3 rPg 
.585 fg%   .731 fT%
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