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( P r o f e s s o r  G e o n g e
L- E- Freudenthal

Feather  and The Storv
Ausust 20, 

. l964.) of  Las Cruces.  in terv iewed by

F :  Th i s  tape  dea ls  w i th  the  men  who  l i ved  i n  Las  Cruces  o r  i n  t he  su r round-

ing  coun t r y  p rev ious  to  the  C iv j l  b la r .  The  l i s t  i s  by  no  means  comp le te ,

bu t  con ta ins  mos t  o f  t hose  who  a re  more  p rominen t l y  men t ioned  i n  h i s to r i -

ca l  even ts .

The f j rs t  leader  who came to what  is  now Dofra Ana County was Pablo Mel6n-

d rez .  He  was  no t  t he  man  who  o r i q ina l l y  app l i ed  fo r  t he  g ran t ,  bu t  he

was  p robab ly  the  man  who  f i nanced  mos t  o f  t he  ea r l y  under tak ings  a t  t he

town  o f  Doha  Ana .  The  g ran t  was  made  in  1839 ,  bu t  i t  r equ i red  fou r  yea rs

be fo re  the  g ran tees  were  ab le  to  ge t  t oge the r  and  espec ia l l y  t he  f i nanc -

ing  o f  t he  c rew who  were  d igg ing  the  cana l .  Pab lo  Me l6nd rez  was  e lec ted

the f i rs t  prefect  o f  Dofra Ana.  Af ter  the Amer ican occupat ' ion of  the town,

the re  was  cons ide rab le  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  recogn iz ing  exac t l y  wha t  h i s  powers

were ,  un t ' i l  lB49  when  he  was  appo in ted  Jus t j ce  o f  t he  Peace  by  a  m i l i -

t a ry  commader  a t  t ha t  p lacen  and  a f te rwards  had  j u r i sd i c t i on  ove r  a l l  o f

Do f ra  Ana  Coun ty  eas t  o f  t he  R io  Grande .  He  was  we l l  a long ' i n  yea rs  when

he  f i r s t  came to  Doha  Ana ,  and  was  the  f j r s t  man  to  be  e lec ted  P roba te

Judge  o f  Do f ra  Ana  Coun ty .  Howevern  immed ia te l y  a f te rwards ,  h i s  son ,

Pab lo  Me l6nd rez ,  J r . ,  t ook  an  ac t i ve  pa r t  i n  po f i t i c s ' i n  Do f ra  Ana  Coun ty

and  was  so  success fu l  t ha t  i n  one  yea r ,  
. | 876 ,  

he  ran  on  the  coun ty  t i cke t

fo r  t h ree  d r ' s t i nc t  o f f i ces - -P roba te  Judge ,  R ive r  Commiss ione r ,  and  member

o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  Educa t i on - -and  was  e l ec ted  t o  a l l  t h ree . .  Thedea l j ngs  o f

the  p roba te  j udge  were  cu r ta i l ed  du r ing  tha t  same yea r  when  the  boa rd  o f

. coun ty  comm' i ss ione rs  was  se t  up ,  and  he  was  a l so  appo in ted  cha ' i rman  o f

that  body.

The  f j r s t  se t t l e r ,  Amer i can ,  who  eve r  came to  Doha  Ana  Coun ty  was  F ranc ' i s

F leche r .  Or ig ina l l y  a  F renchman ,  he  f i r s t  m ig ra ted  to  Canada ,  t hen  to

the  Un ' i t ed  S ta tes .  No  one  knows  exac t l y  t he  t ime  in  wh ich  he  came to  New

n

0n
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Mex ico ,  bu t  i t  was  i n  t he  ea r l y  days  when  he  was  a  t rapper ,  a ' l t hough  i t

i s  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  t o  f i nd  any  men t ion  o f  h im  du r ing  the  Mex ican  reg ime .

He  j o j ned  Don jphan ' s  exped i t i on  as  an  i n te rp re te r ,  and  e i t he r  a t  Las

Cruces or  a t  the gamison f rom Dofra Ana was removed to the new Ft .  F i l l -

more ,  wh jch  had  been  bu i l t  seve ra l  m i l es  to  the  sou th  o f  Las  Cruces .  He

rema ined  i n  the  v j c in i t y  f o r  t he  res t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  He  was  mar r i ed  to  Ba r -

ba ra  Agu i r re ,  who  was  the  daugh te r  o f  a  we l l - known  m in ing  man  a t  t ha t  t ime .

In 
.1849 

when the town of  Las Cruces was surveyed,  he was one of  those who

rece ived  an  a l l o tmen t  o f  l and .  H is  house  l ay  j us t  no r th  o f  t he  town  on

the  sho r t  road  wh ich  runs  f rom the  A lameda  to  the  Coun t ry  C lub .  H is  house

was  cons t ruc ted  on  the  sou th  s ide  o f  t h i s  road ,  and  then  was  one  o f  t he

f i nes t  houses  and  one  o f  t he  mos t  l i ve l y ' i n  t he  t own .  H i s  daugh te r  ma r -

r i ed  Cr i s t6ba l  Asca ra te ,  who  was  a l so  p rominen t  i n  Las  Cruces  a f fa i r s ,

and  some  o f  h i s  descendan ts  s t i l l  l j ve  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y .

W i th  h im  came ano the r  i n te rp re te r  named  B i l e tusThomson  who  a l so  se t t l ed

in Doha Ana and la ter  was in  Las Cruces of f  and on.  He had run away f rom

home a t  t he  age  o f  l 2  yea rs  and  j o ined  the  B lack  Hawk  t r i be  o f  I nd ians .

However ,  when  the  Don iphan  Exped j t i on  was  be ' i ng  o rgan ized ,  he  ran  away

f rom the  i nd ' i ans ,  j o ined  i t  as  an  i n te rp re te r ,  and  a l so  l e f t  t he  exped ' i -

t i on  somewhere in  the  v i c in i t y  o f  E1  Paso  and  re tu rned  to  Do f ra  Ana .  The re

he  mar r i ed  a  daugh te r  o f  A le jand ro  Me l6nd rez  and  se t  h imse l f  up  as  a  fa rmer

on  a  l a rge  sca le  and  as  a  merchan t .  Sho r t i y  t he rea f te r  he  se t  ou t  f rom

Dof ra  Ana  a long  w i th  h i s  b ro the r - i n - l aw ,  andno th ing  has  eve r  been  hea rd  o f

the  two  s ince .

Two  men  who  came to  Las  Cruces  have  l i ves  wh ich  have  run  more  o r  l ess  pa ra l -

l e l .  Those  were  James  Lucas  and  Sam Bean .  Bo th  had  been  members  o f  Don i -

phan ' s  exped i t i on  i n  t he  same reg imen t ,  t he  same ba t ta l i on ,  and  the  same

company.  Af ter  the Bat t le  of  Sacramento,  both returned to  the neighborhood
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o f  E l  Paso .  The  b ro the r  o f  James  Lucas  had  been  V ice -Consu l  a t  E l  Paso

de l  t {o r te ;  James  became h i s  c le rk  and  a f te rwards  he ld  the  same pos i t i on

h imse l f .  I n  1853 ,  he  came to  Las  Cruces  where  he  had  a  genera l  merchand jse

store and was e lected the f i rs t  Just ice of  the Peace for  that  town.  There-

a f te r  he  took  a  ve ry  ac t i ve  pa r t  i n  po l j t i cs  and  i n  lB54  was  e lec ted  the

f i r s t  rep resen ta t i ve  to  the  te r r i t o r i a l  1eg ' i s ' l a t i ve  assemb ly  i n  San ta  Fe .

Af terwards he became qui te  prominent  because of  h is  s t rong act ions jn  favor

o f  t he  new te r r i t o ry  o f  A r i zona ,  be ing  ve ry  anx ious  to  separa te  the  Mes i l l a

Va11ey f rom the government  at  Santa Fe.  Sam Bean came at  about  the same

t ' ime .  He  was  mar r j ed  to  a  daugh te r  o f  James  K i r ke r ,  we l l - known ' i n  t he

sou thwes t  as  a  boun ty  Ind ian  f i gh te r .  I n  
. | 853  

he  homes teaded  a  sma l l  a rea

sou th  o f  Las  Cruces ,  and  i n  the  f i r s t  genera l  e lec t i on  was  e lec ted  Sher i f f

o f  Dofra Ana County.  He a lso was very prominent  in  the ef for t  to  create the

new terr i tory  of  Ar jzona.  Both of  the two were southern sympath izers and

took  an  ac t ' i ve  pa r t  on  the  s ide  o f  t he  Con fede racy  du r ing  the  C iv i l  War ,  and

were obl iged to  leave the country  when the Confederates wi thdrew.  Lucas re-

tu rned  abou t  
. l 875 ,  

bu t  se t t l ed  i n  Gran t  Coun ty .  Sam Bean  re tu rned  a  sho r t

t ime before,  went  f i rs t  to  Grant  County but  a f terwards returned to Dofra Ana

Coun ty ,  where  he  took  no  g rea t  pa r t  i n  po l i t i cs  the rea f te r ,  bu t  was  a  p romin -

en t  c i t i zen  o f  Do f ra  Ana .

One  o f  t he  f i r s t  merchan ts  i n  Las  Cruces  was  Henry  Cun i f f ,  who  had  been  a

t rade r  be fo re  the  Amer i can  i nvas ion  o f  t he  te r r j t o ry ,  p robab ly  mak ing  h i s

f i r s t  t r i p  wes tward  i n  1845 .  I n  lB49  and  1850 ,  he  was  pos t  t rade r  a t  Do f ra

Ana .  When  the  ga r r i son  was  moved  to  F t .  F i l lmore ,  he  came to  Las  Cruces  and

was  la rge l y  respons ib le  fo r  t he  c rea t j on  o f  t he  Coun ty  o f  Doha  Ana ,  and  espe -

c ia l l y  i n  es tab l i sh ing  the  cou r thouse  a t  Las  Cruces  i ns tead  o f  t he  l a rge r

town of  Dofra Ana.  When the t roops came in  1849,  they were veterans,  and

seve ra l  t he rea f te r  l e f t  t he  m j l i t a ry  se rv j ce  and  se t t l ed  j n  t he  commun i t y .
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Among  those  were  Ado ' l ph  Lee ,  who ' l a te r  f ounded  the  town  o f  Leesburg ;  Char les

Co leman ,  who  was  a  b lacksmi th  and  fa rmer  ( seve ra l  o f  h i s  descendan ts  s t i l l

r ema jn  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y ) ;  Con rad  A lbe r t ,  who  was  a  ca rpen te r  ( he  a l so  rema in -

ed  i n  Las  C ruces  un t i l  h i s  dea th ) .

There were tv lo  fam' i l jes of  Armj jos who came to Las Cruces,  probably  in  no way

re lated,  or  a t  least  very d is tant ly .  Is idro Arrn ' i jo  came f rom Socorro to  Dofra

Ana  in  1844 .  I n  
.1849  

he  was  one  o f  t hose  who  rece i ved  an  a l l o tmen t  o f  l and

a t  Las  Cruces  and  rema ined  the re  the rea f te r .  H i s  son ,  P rSspero  A rm i jo ,  t ook

an  ac t i ve  pa r t  i n  po l i t i cs  and  was  a  member  o f  t he  Cons t ' i t u t i ona l  Conven t ion

of  
. |9 . l0 .  

The Armi jos of  A lbuquerque were represented by one member of  the

fami l y  who  hand led  the  bus ' i ness  o f  t he  company  wh ich  then  had  a  f re igh t i ng

l i ne  be tween  Ch ihuahua  and  Kansas  C i t y .  Va r ious  members  se rved  as  agen ts

he re .  F i na l l y ,  Nes to r  A rm i j o ,  who  was  l a rge l y ' i n t e res ted ' i n  a  r anch ' i n  Ch i -

huahua ,  se t t l ed  he re  pe rmanen t l y .  H i s  house ,  wh i ch  was  bu i l t  i n  
. | 876 ,  

s t j l l

s tands  ad jacen t  t o  the  o ld  s i t e  o f  t he  Lo re t to  Academy.

Ano the r  f re igh t  l i ne  wh ich  ran  be tween  San ta  Fe ,  Las  Cruces  and  Tucson  was

that  conducted by Stephen Ochoa.  Stephen Ochoa was a member of  the Mexican

fami l y  wh ich  had  the  l a rge  hac ienda  a  sho r t  d i s tance  sou th  o f  E l  Paso .  He

and  h j s  pa r tne r  had  a  ve ry  p rospe rous  f re igh t  l i ne  and  ope ra ted  on  a  ve ry

la rge  sca le ,  l a rge l y  on  gove rnmen t  con t rac ts .  A f te r  t he  abandonmen t  o f  F t .

Tho rn ,  t hey ,  a long  w i th  two  o r  t h ree  o the rs ,  l eased  the  p rope r t y  and  used  the

rese rva t i on  as  pas tu re  fo r  t he  l a rge  number  o f  mu les  wh ' i ch  they  used  on  the i r

f re ight  l ine.  Stephen Ochoa af terwards became a very prosperous merchant

and  c i t i zen  o f  Tucson .

The  f i r s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  rep resen ta t j ve  i n  Las  Cruces  was  Ben jamin  Read ,  who  came

f rom San ta  Fe  as  a  tax  co l l ec to r .  S ince  the  du t i es  o f  t ha t  o f f i ce  were  no t

ve ry  one rous  and  the  on l y  rece ip t s  were  the  l i censes  g ran ted  to  merchan ts

and  to  those  who  p ro jec ted  en te r ta inmen t ,  he  a l so  se rved  as  wr i t e r ,  cop ie r ,
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and  va r ious  o the r  j obs  o f  t he  same t ype .  However ,  he  d ied  i n  o f f i ce  wh i l e

in  Las  Cruces .  He  was  neve r  i n  a  ve ry  p rospe rous  cond i t i on  becauSe  o f  t he

fac t  t ha t  he  had  sc r i p  to  one  o f  t he  l and  g ran ts  i n  no r the rn  New Mex ico ,  and

spen t  mos t  o f  h i s  p rope r t y  i n  an  a t tempt  to  have  i t  pa ten ted '  wh ich  was  un -

success fu l .

In  
. |853,  

a f ter  the county had been created,  Richard Campbel l  was named the

f j rs t  Probate Judge.  He had come to New Mexico many years before.  In  lB28

he  had  d r i ven  a  f l ock  o f  sheep  to  Ca l i f o rn ia  and  b rough t  back  ho rses .  How-

eve r ,  he  was  comp le te l y  i n te res ted  j n  t he  sea rch  fo r  go ld  and  s i l ve r ,  and

when  the  Amer i cans  f i r s t  came to  the  te r r i t o ry  the  found  h im  l ' i v i ng  i n  con -

d i t i ons  no t  p rospe rous  and  h igh l y  bu rdened  w i th  a  ve ry  l a rge  fam i l y .  He

remained for  three years jn  Las Cruces as probate iudge.  At  the same t ' ime

tha t  he  a r r j ved  a l so  came John  Jones ,  who  se rved  as  as  she r i f f .  H ' i s  se rv ' i ces

were  ve ry  sho r t .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  t he  she r i f f  was  a l so  the  coun ty  tax  co l l ec to r .

A f te r  a  few  mon ths ,  amass ing  somewha t  more  than  a  hundred  do l l a rs  ' i n  h ' i s  pos -

sess ion ,  he  l e f t  t he  coun ty  and  d i sappeard  comp le te l y ,  neve r  hav ing  been

heard  o f  aga in  as  fa r  as  anyone  knows .

The  f j r s t  d i s t r i c t  j udge ,  who  was  a l so  Un i ted  S ta tes  j udge ,  t o  a r r j ve  i n  t he

county was Judge Kerby Benedic t  f rom Santa Fe.  He held severa l  terms of

cou r t  j n  Las  Cruces .  H is  h i s to ry ' i s  we l l  documen ted  bu t  be longs  more  to  the

nor thern par t  o f  the s tate than to  Las Cruces.

A t  t he  same t ime ,  Samue l  Jones ,  a l so  an  a t to rney ,  came to  Las  Cruces  as  Co l -

l ec to r  o f  Cus toms ,  t hough  he  p rac t i ced  l aw  a t  t he  same t ime .  A f te r  t he  C iv i l

War  he  t rans fe r red  h i s  res idence  to  Las  Cruces .  He  was  the  fa the r  o f  l l l i l l i am

Jones ,  t he  coun ty  c l e r k  who  was  k i l l ed ' i n  
. | 879  

by  t he  I nd ians  unde r  V i c to r i o .

One  o f  t he  ve ry  ea r l i es t  se t t l e rs  i n  t he  R io  Grande  was  Hugh  S tevenson ,  who

came to El  Paso about  1824.  He set t led on the nor th s ide or  the Rio Grande

a t  a  p lace  ca l l ed  Concord ia  and  was  mar r i ed  to  a  daugh te r  o f  t he  Asca ra te  fam-

i1y ,  who  had  a  hac ienda  i n  tha t  reg ion .  He  was  a  merchan t  and  espec ia l l y  a



6

s i l ve r  buye r ,  bu t  i s  we l l  known  in  Las  Cruces  as  hav ing  begun  the  m in ing  o f

s j l ve r  i n  t he  0 rgan  Moun ta ins .  A t  t ha t  t ime  he  had  a  m ine  two  o r  t h ree  m i les

sou thwes t  o f  0 rgan ,  wh ich  was  known  then  as  the  San to  Domingo  de  l a  Ca lzada ,

la ter  known as the Bennet t  Stevenso'n. .  He operated i t  between the years lB5l

and  1859 ,  when  he  so ld  i t  t o  a  g roup  o f  o f f i ce rs  f rom F t .  F i l lmore ,  who  were

unab le  to  take  possess ion  because  o f  t he  ou tb reak  o f  t he  C iv i l  l ^ /a r .  S tephen-

son  d jed  i n  1870  a t  La  Mesa .  H is  son  was  seve ra l  t imes  coun ty  c le rk  o f  Do f ra

Ana  Coun ty ,  and  many  o f  h i s  descendan ts  s t i l l  l i ve  j n  t he  v i c in i t y .  A f te r

the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  Las  Cruces  Cana l ,  Josephus  Hamis  bu j l t  a  m i l l  a t  t he

po in t  where  the  su rp lus  wa te r  o f  t he  cana l  was  depos i ted  i n  an  o ld  r i ve rbed .

Th is  was ,  a t  t he  t ime ,  one  o f  t he  be t te r  m j l l s  i n  Do f ra  Ana  Coun ty  s ince  the

fa l l  o f  wa te r  was  cons ' i de rab le ,  amoun t ing  to  seven  o r  e igh t  f ee t .  He  es tab -

l i shed  wha t  was  t hen  known  as  a  f l ou r j ng  m i11 ,  mean ing  a  rn i 11  t ha t  wou ld  g r i nd

f l ou r  wh i ch  wou ld  sa t i s f y  gove rnmen t  spec i f i ca t i ons .  He  was  a l so  a i ded  i n  es -

t ab l i sh i ng  t he  m j l l  by  Thomas  Bu l l .

Thomas  Bu l l  had  been  a  c le rk  i n  t he  qua r te rmas te r ' s  depar tmen t  a t  F t .  F i l lmore .

Abou t  lB52  he  l e f t  t he  se rv i ce  o f  t he  m j l i t a r y  and  es tab l i shed  a  l umbe r  m i l l ,

where  l umber  was  sawed  jn  the  Organ  Moun ta jns  fo r  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  fo r t .

When  th j s  con tac t  exp ' i r ed ,  he  ob ta ined  a  con t rac t  t ha t  f u rn i shed  bee f  f o r  t he

so ld ie rs ,  es tab l i shed  the  ranch  a t  San  Agus t fn  on  the  eas te rn  s jde  o f  t he  0 rgan

Moun ta ins ,  and  made  a  t rea ty  w i th  the  ch je f  o f  t he  Apache  Ind jans  who  were  es -

t ab l i shed  a t  t ha t  sp r i ng ,  j n  wh j ch  he  f u rn j shed  p rov i s i ons .  I n  exchange ,  t hey

took  ca re  o f  h ' i s  he rd ,  wh ich  he  had  a t  t ha t  p lace .  He  came to  Las  Cruces  and

es tab l i shed  a  ho te l  sou th  o f  t he  town  p laza ,  wh ich  i s  now the  p lace  o f  S t .  Gene-

v ieve ' s  Ca tho l i c  Church .  Bu t  soon  a f te rwards  he  wen t  t o  Mes i l l a  where  he  be -

came the ' l a rges t  merchan t  and  fa rmer  i n  t ha t  reg ion .  Mos t  o f  h ' i s  f a rm ing  was

devo ted  to  v ineya rds .  He  made  each  yea r  t housands  o f  ga l l ons  o f  w ine  and  o f

brandy.  He la ter  served as probate judge of  Dofra Ana County and a lso as sher i f f .

Emmett  Barns conducted a f re iqht  l ' ine between the towns of  Rio Grande and Pinos
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A l tos .  He  had  a  l a rge  ranch  on  the  M jmbres  R jve r  and  a ' l ease  on  the  p rope r t y

a t  F t .  Tho rn .  H is  ope ra t i ons  were  on  a  ve ry  l a rge  sca le  un t i l  t he  t ime  o f

the  C iv i l  War .  A t  t ha t  t ime  he  was  p resen t  when  a  Un ion  spy  was  hanged  a t

Dofra Ana and was la ter  ind ' ic ted for  the of fense,  but  the case never  came to

t r i a l .

M jchae l  S techs  a l so  had  ac t i v i t i es  a t  F t .  Tho rn  a f te r  i t s  abandonmen t  by  the

m ' i1 i t a ry .  A l though  p r i na r i l y  known  as  an  Ind ian  agen t ,  he  was  ve ry  ac t i ve  i n

Doha  Ana  Coun ty .  He  f i l ed  the  l oca t j on  o f  some o re -bea r ing  p rope r t ' i es  l y i ng

between Dofra Ana and Robledo.  Whether  he ever  developed the proper ty ' is  not

known ,  bu t  l a te r  j t  was  used  i n  the  p roduc t ' i on  o f  coa l  ,  s i nce  i n  
. | 869  

a  m ' i n -

e r  was  k ' i l l ed  wh j l e  wo rk j ng  i n  a  coa l  p i t  t h ree  o r  f ou r  m i l es  f r om F t .  Se lden .

Mar t fn  Amador  came to  Las  Cruces  i n  
. | 859  

to  se t t l e  pe rmanen t l y ,  a l t hough  he

s ta ted  l a te r  t ha t  he  and  h i s  b ro the r  had  bo th  been  i n  Las  Cruces  i n  1849 .  He

had  ope ra ted  a  f re igh t  l j ne  be tween  F t .  F i l lmore  and  San ta  Fe  as  we l l  as  be -

tween  F t .  F i l lmore ,  E l  Paso  and  Ch jhuahua .  When  he  came to  Las  Cruces ,  he  be -

came ac t j ve l y  engaged  in  any th ing  connec ted  w j th  ho rses .  As  a  f re igh te r  he

a lso  had  a  l i ne  o f  s tages  be tween  Las  c ruces  and  Mes i l l a ,  and  l a te r  became a

ho te l  owner  under  wh ich  he  i s  bes t  known .

James  D icks  was  a  c le rk  o f  F t .  F j l lmore  fo r  seve ra l  yea rs ,  e i t he r  f o r  t he  qua r -

te rmas te r  o f  f o r  one  o f  t he  p r i va te  s to res  a t  t ha t  p1ace .  A f te r  t he  abandon-

men t  o f  F t .  F j l lmo re ,  he  se t t l ed  i n  t he  va l1ey  and  had  merchand i se  es tab l i sh -

men ts  ' i n  bo th  Las  Cruces  and  Mes i l l a ,  l a te r  mov ing  h i s  bus iness  en t i re l y  t o

the  l a t t e r  p l ace .

Pedro  Agu i r re  was  one  o f  t he  ea r l j e r  se t t l e rs  i n  Do f ra  Ana  bu t  was  l a rge l y  i n -

t e res ted  i n  m in i ng .  As  ea r l y  as  1854  he  ope ra ted  a  l ead  and  s i l ve r  m ine  i n

wha t  was  then  ca l l ed  the  So ledad  Canyon ,  wh ich  i s  no t  t he  same as  has  rece i ved

the name today.  The mine was above the rock known as the Cueva.  I t  was oper-

a ted  success fu l l y  bo th  fo r  i t s  l ead  con ten t  and  fo r  t he  s i l ve r .  H i s  b ro the r '

Modes to  Agu i r re ,  had  a  copper  m ine  some quar te r  m i l e  no r th  o f  t he  p resen t  t own
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of  Organ ,  wh ich  he  was  ope ra t i ng  i n  
. | 864 .  

Apparen t l y  t he  p roduc t i on  was  ve ry

l ow ,  s i nce  i t  i s  no t  men t ' i oned  i n  t he  census  o f  t ha t  yea r .

Es tab l i shed  i n  Las  Cruces  was  a  b rew ing  and  d i s t i ] 1e ry  se tup  by  John  May ,  a

b rewer ,  and  Pe te r  Duke ,  a  d i s t i l ' l e r ,  on  the  co rne r  o f  Ma in  and  May  S t ree t .

When  the  wa te r  p roved  unsa t i s fac to r  f o r  b rew ing ,  t he  bu j l d ing  was  even tua l l y

changed ' i n to  a  ho te l  managed  by  May  ca l l ed  The  R io  Grande .  Pe te r  Duke  seems

to  have  d i sappeared  sho r t l y  a f te r  t he  C iv i l  War ,  a l t hough  he  was  i n  no  way

conce rned  i n  the  con f l i c t .

The  f i r s t  merchan t  on  a  l a rge  sca le  was  An ton io  Cons tan te ,  a  Pe ruv ian .  La te

in  lB52  o r  ea r l y  i n  1853 ,  wh i l e  a  wagon  t ra jn  wh ich  he  owned  was  on  the  way

to Ft .  Webster ,  i t  was at tacked by Apaches and tota l ly  dest royed.  Constante

neve r  seemed  to  have  recove red  f i nanc ia l l y  f rom th ' i s  l oss ,  s ince  na tu ra l l y

the re  was  no  i nsu rance rand  the rea f te r  was  e i t he r  a  merchan t  on  a  sma l l  sca le  o r

a  c le rk  i n  merchand is inq  es tab l ' i shmen ts  o f  o the r  bus ' i nessmen  in  Las  Cruces  and

Mes i l l a .

0f  the of f icers who served in  Dofra Ana County,  few of  them seemed to have turned

p rom inen t  j n  l oca l  a f f a i r s .  L t . 1 . l d . 0 'Bannon ,  who  se rved  i n  lB49  i n  t he  ga r -

r i son  a t  Do f ra  Ana ,  seems  to  have  been  we l l  es tab l i shed  f i nanc ia l l y '  f o r  he

loaned  cons ide rab le  amoun ts  o f  money  to  fa rmers  and  o the rs  i n  t he  va l1ey .

Abou t  t he  m jdd le  o f  t he  lB50s  a  g roup  o f  F renchmen  en te red  the  te r r i t o ry  o f  New

Mex ico  by  way  o f  M6x ico .  Mos t  o f  t hese  es tab l ' i shed  themse lves  as  merchan ts  i n

Mes i l l a .  However ,  one ,  Eugene  Leonar t ,  by  fa r  t he  wea l th jes t  man  in  the  va11ey

a t  t ha t  t ' ime ,  bu ' i l t  a  house  ' i n  Las  Cruces .  I n  t he  Census  o f  1860  he  was  I  i s t -

ed  as  l i v i ng  i n  a  house  w ' i t h  f j ve  ma le  se rvan t s  unde r  t he  bus jness  head ing  o f

"Gen t l eman . "  A t  t ha t  t ime  t he  t e rm  usua l l y  mean t  a  gamb le r ,  and ' i t  i s  p robab le

tha t  Eugene  Leonar t  exe rc i sed  th i s  p ro fess ion .  He  a l so  had  a  bus iness  connec -

t i on  i n  Mes i l l a  w i t h  a  pa r t ne r ,  Eugene  Augus t i n  Mau r i n .  I t  i s  wo r thy  o f  no te

tha t  p rac t i ca l l y  a1 l  o f  t hese  F renchmen  who  came in  a t  t ha t  t ime  d ied  v io len t

dea ths  i n  t he  Mes i l l a  Va11ey .
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Fr :  How d id  the  name o f  t he  town  o f  Las  Cruces  o r i g ina te?

F :  The  so -ca l l ed  Camino  Rea l  r an  a l ong  t he  f oo th i l l s  o f  t he  R fo  Grande  some  l i t t l e

d i s tance  f rom the  va11ey ,  wh ich  then  was  impassab ' l e .  0n1y  a t  ra re  i n te rva l s

when  the  cou rse  o f  t he  r i ve r  app roached  the  foo th i l l s  was  i t  poss ib le  to  ob -

ta in  wa te r  f o r  ove rn igh t  camp ing .  The re  were  pe rhaps  ha l f  a  dozen  o f  t hese '

no t  a l l  i n  t he  same p1ace ,  be tween  E l  Paso  and  the  Jo rnada  de l  Muer to .  One  o f

these was on the arroyo just  nor th of  Las Cruces,  another  on the arroyo now

ca l l ed  Las  Cruces  A r royo  j us t  t o  t he  sou th .  Even tua l l y ,  as  peop le  e ' i t he r  d jed  on

the  road  and  were  ca r r i ed  to  the  ove rn igh t  camp ing  p lace  fo r  bu r ia l ,  o r  were  k i l -

1ed  by  Apaches  a t  t he  camp ing  p laces ,  a  sma l l  number  o f  g raves  began  to  appear ,

each  one  marked  w i th  a  wooden  c ross  whereve r  poss ib le .  Las  Cruces  d id  no t  ex i s t

o r  was  no t  known  p r io r  t o  abou t  1839 ,  s ' i nce  these  c rosses  cou ld  be  found  a t  a l -

mos t  any  o f  t he  campgrounds .  I n  t ha t  yea r  a  g roup  o f  some 45  peop le  coming  down

to  v j s i t  r e la t i ves  and  f r i ends  i n  E l  Paso  were  a t tacked  by  Apaches  and  a l l  ex -

cep t  two  o r  t h ree  were  k i l l ed .  These  made  the i r  was  to  E l  Paso  and  j n fo rmed  the

f r j ends  o f  t ha t  p lace ,  who  re tu rned  and  bu r ied  each  o f  t hese  v i c t ims  o f  t he  Apa-

ches  separa te l y ,  e rec t ' i ng  a  wooden  c ross  above  the  g raves  wh ich  were  p i l ed  h igh

w i th  s tones  i n  o rde r  t o  p reven t  t he  bod jes  f rom be ing  dug  up  by  an ima ls .  These

c rosses  made  qu i te  a  show ing ,  cons ide rab l y  more  than  were  found  i n  any  o the r  o f

t he  camp ing  p l aces ,  and  t he  name  o f  Las  C ruces  was  app l i ed  t o  t h i s  pa r t j cu l a r

spo t .  Each  one  o f  t hese  camp ing  p laces  had  a  name wh ich  was  ob ta ' i ned  f rom some

landmark  o r  someth ing  tha t  d j s t i ngu i shed ' i t  f r om the  o the rs  o f  t he  same t ype .

Fo r ins tance ,  t he  o ldes t  one  wh ich  rece i ved  a  name was  Do f ra  Ana .  Doha  Ana  was

the  f i r s t  Eu ropean  se t t l e r  t o  d ie  w i th in  the  l im i t s  o f  New Mex ico .  She  was  on

0 f ra te ' s  exped i t i on  and  d jed  du r ing  the  t r i p  f rom Las  Cruces  to  the  spo t  where

she  was  bu r ied .  Un fo r tuna te l y  we  know no th ing  abou t  t he  h i s to ry  o f  t h i s  pa r -

t i cu la r  pe rson ,  excep t  t ha t  she  was  under  the  age  o f  12  and  ove r  t he  age  o f  one

week .  0 f ra te  s imp ly  s ta tes ,  "W€ bu r jed  a  ch i l d . "  By  the  way ,  t he  f i r s t  pos t -

mas te r  o f  Las  Cruces  was  Ben jamin  Read .  He  was  no t  t oo  we l l  ve rsed  i n  the
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Span i sh  l anguage  and  he ,  i n  app ' l y i ng  f o r  t he  pos t  o f f i ce ,  spe l l ed  i t  "C ruzces . "

I t  was  no t  changed  un t i l  a lmos t  10  yea rs  l a t e r .

How were  names  spe l l ed?

Maur in  was  spe l l ed  M-a -u - r - i - n  co r rec t l y ,  a l t hough  a t  t he  t ime  mos t  o f  t he  news-

pape rs ,  acco rd ing  t o  t he  Span i sh  p ronunc ia t i on ,  s imp l y  s ta ted  i t  M -o - r - i - n .

Leonar t - -L -e -o -n -a - r - t ;  t he re  j s  no  newspaper  repo r t  on  h im  s jnce  he  was  a  Con-

fede ra te  sympa th ' i ze r  i n  1862 ,  l ong  be fo re  any  newspaper  had  been  p r i n ted ' i n  t he

v i c i n i t y .  Read  I  have  seen  spe l l ed  R -e -e -d ,  R -e - i - d ,  and  R -e -a -d .  I  t h i nk

tha t  Read  j s  co r rec t ;  a t  l eas t  h i s  son ,  who  was  a t to rney  fo r  t he  San ta  Fe  Ra i l -

r oad ,  spe l l ed  i t  i n  t ha t  manne r .

Fr :  |^ lhy was the county seat  establ  ished at  Las Cruces?

F :  Mes i l l a  was  a  much  la rge r  t own  a t  t ha t  t ime ,  bu t  i t s  t e r r i t o ry  was  d i spu ted  be -

tween  the  Un j ted  S ta tes  and  M6x ico ,  and  so  cou ld  no t  have  been  chosen .  Do f ra

Ana  a l so  had  doub le  the  popu la t i on ,  however  the re  were  few  Amer i cans  l i v i ng  i n

tha t  p1ace ,  ce r ta in ' l y  no t  more  than  two  o r  t h ree ,  and  none  o f  t hem were  po l i t i -

ca11y  m inded .  I t  seemed  poss ib le  tha t  some o f  t he  Amer i cans  who  were ' i n te res t -

ed  i n  po l i t ' i c s  f rom Las  Cruces  were  p resen t  a t  t he  mee t ing  o f  t he  l eg i s la tu re .

Many  peop le  say  tha t  i t  was  I s id ro  A rm i jo  and  Henry  Cun i f f  who  i n  San ta  Fe  pe r -

suaded  the  l eg i s la tu re  to  adop t  Las  Cruces  as  the  coun ty  sea t .  A t  t ha t  t ime

Las  Cruces  was  beg inn ing  to  rece i ve  a  good  number  o f  po l j t i ca l l y  m inded  peop le

f rom Texas  and  espec ia l l y  E l  Paso ,  wh ich ' i s  p robab ly  the  reason  they  had  a  g rea t

dea l  more  po l i t i ca l  acumen  than  any  o f  t he  o the r  t owns  j n  the  coun ty .

Were  the re  any  h ' i s to r j c  f l oods  j n  t he  pe r iod  p r i o r  t o  t he  C iv j l  War?

There were none of  suf f ic jent  sever i ty  to  be recorded.  Howevero there were a

number  o f  p i t s  nea r  t he  i r r i ga t i on  cana l  wh ich  had  been  opened  by  peop le  who

were  mak ing  adobes .  A  seve re  f l ood  i n  lB54  and  aga in  i n  
. | 855  

f i l l ed  t hese  p i t s

w i th  wa te r ,  wh ich  became s tagnan t  and  became a  b reed ing  p lace  fo r  mosqu i toes .  I n

. | 854  
the  ep idemic  o f  ma la r i a  became so  bad  tha t  t he  su rgeon  a t  F t .  F i l lmore ,  who

was  t he  on l y  doc to r  ob ta ' i nab le ,  adv i sed  t he  f j l l i ng  i n  o f  t he  p i t s .  Th i s  was
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done ,  bu t  t he  l and  se t t l ed  and  i n  the  fo l l ow ing  yea r  t he  ep idemic  was  even  more

seve re .  I t  i s  sa id  tha t  a lmos t  eve ry  fam i l y  had  a t  l eas t  one  member  o f  t he  fam-

' i 1y  p ros t ra ted ,  and  abou t  20% o f  t he  c i t i zens  o f  Las  Cruces  d ied .  Fo r  t ha t  rea -

son ,  1a rge l y ,  t he  coun ty  sea t  was  moved  to  Mes j l l a ,  s i nce  the  o f f j ce rs  o f  t he

cour t  re fused  to  come to  an  unhea l thy  p lace ,  Mes i l l a  hav ing  been  on l y  touched

l i gh t l y  by  t he  ep idem ic .

How se r ious  was  the  
. | 875  

f l ood ,  wh ' i ch  I  unders tand  had  the  l a rges t  vo lume o f

water  for  some t ime?

The  f l ood  o f  
. 1875  

was  su rp r i s i ng l y  l a rge .  The  wa te r  d jd  no t  come f rom an  a r royo

o f  any  s ' i ze ;  j t  came f rom a  ve ry  sma ' |1  dep ress ion  wh ich  was  on ' l y  abou t  a  m i l e  o r

two  l ong  eas t  o f  t he  c i t y .  A t  t ha t  t ime  i t  was  ca l l ed  De luge  Gu lch .  The  f l ood

occu r red  i n  Sep tember  when theg round  had  been  we l l  sa tu ra ted  w i th  wa te r  and

cou ld  rece i ve  no  more .  Eve ry  house  j n  town  sou th  o f  t he  p resen t  s i t e  o f  t he

pos t  o f f i ce  f e l l .  Na tu ra l l y  t he  we re  a l l  bu i l t  o f  adobe  and  we re  some  75  i n

number .  The  bu j l d ings  o f  t he  Lo re t to  Academy were  a l so  l os t .  Fo r  a  cons ' i de r -

ab le  t ime  the rea f te r  a  b rush  dam was  bu i l t  i n  o rde r  t o  d i ve r t  t he  wa te r  f rom

th i s  gu l ch in to  one  o f  t he  l a rge r  s t r eams  whe re  i t  cou ld  be  hand led .  Du r i ng

the  
. | 880s  

the  newspapers  rem inded  the  pub l i c  p rac t i ca l l y  eve ry  yea r  t ha t  t he

dam was  j n  bad  cond i t j on  and  shou ld  be  repa i red .  Even tua l l y ,  s i nce  no  more

f l oods  occu r red ,  t he  dam was  comp le te l y  f o rgo t ten  and  even  the  name o f  t he  gu l ch

i s  no t  known  a t  t he  p resen t  t ime .  One  o f  t he  schoo l  bu i l d ings  a t  t he  p resen t

t ime  jn  Las  Cruces  i s  bu i l t  exac t l y  a t  t he  bo t tom o f  t h i s  dep ress ion .

Where were br icks manufactured or  obta ined prev ious to  the coming of  the Santa

Fe  Ra i l  r oad?

Br i cks  were  bu i l t  whereve r  a  man  who  knew how to  bu i l d  t hem wou ld  e rec t  a  k i l n .

The f i rs t  one that  was known was erected at  the point  where the Las Cruces-Me-

s i l l a  Road  f rossed  the  R fo  Grande .  I t  was  bu i l t  by  Augus t i n  Maur in  as  use  o f

bu i l d i ng  ma te r i a l  i n  Mes i l l a .  One  o f  t he  bu i l d i ngs  wh i ch  he  bu i l t  p rev i ous  t o

1863  s t i l l  s tands  on  the  co rne r  f ac ing  the  p laza .  The  no r the rn  ha l f  o f  t he
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bu i l d i ng  was  bu i l t  i n  t he  yea r  1853 .  The  on l y  way  i n  wh i ch  we  can  l oca te  t he

s i te  o f  t he  k i l n  i s  f rom the  fac t  t ha t  he  fo rgo t  t o  ob ta in  t i t l e  t o  t he  l and ,

and  i n  
. l 863  

he  app l i ed  f o r  possess ion  o f  j t ,  s t a t i ng  t ha t  h i s  k i l n  a l ongs ide

the r . iver  was then being used in  the manufacture of  br icks for  the second par t

o f  h ' i s  bu i l d ing .  The rea f te r ,  b r i cks  cou ld  be  made  andwere  made  a lmos t  anywhere

up  and  down  the  va11ey .  S t .  Genev jeve ' s  Chu rch  j s  bu i l t  o f  b r j c k  wh i ch  was

burned  i n  Las  Cruces .  Many  o f  t he  o the r  bu ' i l d j ngs  a t  t he  same t ime  o r  i n  p re -

v ious  yea rs  were  a l so  bu rned  a t  any  s j t e  where  the  c lay  was  su i tab le .  The

f l oo rs  o f  t he  bu i l d ings  a t  F t .  F ' i l lmore  were  bu rned  b r i ck .  However ,  t h i s  was

a  much  poo re r  qua l i t y  t han  those  wh jch  were  made  the rea f te r .  I t  i s  wor th  no t -

i ng  a l so  tha t  t he  b r i cks  baked  i n  the  Maur in  k i l n  were  no t  as  good  as  those

that  were af terwards made in  and about  Las Cruces.

Wha t  was  the  cond i t i on  o f  t he  roads  o r  h ighways  i n  those  days l

The  Camino  Rea l ,  t ha t  i s  t o  say ,  t he  road  wh ich  ran  f rom Ch jhuahua  to  San ta  Fe ,

ran  t h rough  Las  C ruces  a t  a  s l i gh t  ang le  eas t  o f  t he  t own  as ' i t  was  f i r s t  es -

tab l i shed .  I t  mus t  have  been  in  a  ve ry  poo r  cond i t i on  s ince  the  f i r s t  p ro -

ba te  j udge ,  R icha rd  Campbe11 ,  as  soon  as  he  amived  i n  the  c ' i t y ,  appo in ted  f i ve

men  who  l i ved  no r th  o f  Las  Cruces  and  ano the r  f i ve  who  l i ved  sou th  o f  Las  Cru -

ces  to  v jew  ou t  a  new road ,  mark  i t  w i th  s t j cks ,  s tones ,  o r  some o the r  means

by  wh ich  i t  cou ld  be  recogn ized ;  and  then  appor t i on  to  these  va r ious  peop le ,

one  o f  whom was  appo in ted  road  superv i so r ,  t o  use  a l l  o f  t he  men  l i v i ng  a long

that  par t  o f  the county in  work ing the roads which had never  been improved be-

fo re  tha t  t ime .  A t  t ha t  t jme i t  was  necessa ry  tha t  eve ry  c i t i zen ,  excep t  a  few

who  were  excused  fo r  va r fous  rdasons ,  shou ld  spend  a t  l eas t  on  day  i n  work ing

the  coun ty  reads .  I t  was  under  th i s  power  tha t  he  appo in ted  the  road  superv i -

sor  and ordered the c i t izens to  improve the roads.  At  that  t ime there was no

d' i rect  road f rom Las Cruces east  o f  the 0rgan Mounta ins.  One road ran f rom

Ft .  F i l lmore  to  the  S tevenson  m ine .  The re  has  been  cons ide rab le  d i f f i cu l t y  i n

loca t i ng  the  rou th  wh ich  the  re t rea t i ng  Un ion  so ld je rs  f rom F t .  F i l lmore  took .
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As  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t  t hey  wen t  s t ra igh t  t o  t he  moun ta ins ,  h i t  t he  Organs  abou t

t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  Cueva ,  t hen  ran  a l ong  t he  f oo th i l l s  t o  t he  0 rgan  Pass .

I t  i s  because  o f  t h i s  ra the r  l ong  road  tha t  Co l .  Bay lo r  was  ab le  to  go  d i rec t l y

to  the 0rgan Pass and in tercept  most  o f  the Union t roops who were ret reat ing

in  t ha t  d i r ec t i on .

F r :  h lho  made  the  su rvey  o f  Las  Cruces  and  when  was ' i t  made?

F:  The survey of  Las Cruces was made by Lt .  Trev i t ,  who came to Dofra Ana in  Novem-

ber  o f  1849 .  Dur ing  the  summer  a  l a rge  g roup  o f  t t l ex i can  c i t i zens  had  been  bu -

s i l y  engaged  i n  cons t ruc t i ng  a  cana l  abou t  seven  m i l es  i n  l eng th .  As  t hey  ad -

vanced  the  work  o f  t he  cana l ,  t he  worke rs  and  the i r  f am i l i es  l i ved  i n  some so r t

o f  b rush  hu ts  o r  o the r  she l te rs .  As  the  work  p roceeded  sou thward ,  when  the  ca -

na l  was  comp le ted  they  were  a t  a  p lace  ca l l ed  Las  Cruces ,s ince  the  cond j t i on  o f

the  l and  d id  no t  a l l ow  the  cana l  t o  be  ca r r i ed  fu r the r .  L t .  T rev i t  came down

a t  t he  reques t  o f  t he  j us t i ce  o f  t he  peace  Pab lo  Me l6nd rez ,  and  l a id  ou t  t h ree

nor th -sou th  s t ree ts .  One  o f  t hese  was  ca l l ed  Wate r ,  one  was  ca l l ed  l 4a jn ,  and

one  was  ca l l ed  Church .  A  yea r  o r  two  l a te r ,  two  more  were  added  though  I  do  no t

know who conducted the survey.  The east -west  cross s t reets  were not  named.  As

a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t ,  t hey  rece i ved  no  names  un t j l  a f t e r  1880 .  A t  f i r s t  a  b lock

l vas  rese rved ,  marked  "B lock  0 , "  a l t hough  i t  came be tween  B lock  22  and  23 ,  and

was  rese rved  f o r  a  pub l i c  p1aza .  Howeve r ,  due  t o  t he  pecu f i a r  s i t ua t i on  a t  t he

t ime ,  t h1s  was  even tua l l y  l os t  t o  t he  c i t y .  I n  t he  o r i g i na l  su r vey  a  ha l f  b l ock

had been reserved for  the church east  o f  Church Street  and oppos ' i te  the present

S t .  Genev ' i eve ' s  Church  o f  Las  Cruces .  When  Las  Cruces  was  chosen  as  the  coun ty

sea t ,  t he re  was  no  bu j l d ing  o f  su f f j c i en t  s j ze  i n  t he  town  to  accomoda te  the

cou r t .  As  a  resu l t ,  t he  c i t i zens  banded  t oge the r  t o  bu i l d  such  a  bu i l d i ng ;  i t

i s  p robab le  tha t  t he  A rm i jos  and  Henry  Cun i f f  f u rn ' i shed  the  funds  tha t  were  neces -

sa ry .  The  peop le  o f  t he  town  fu rn j shed  the  l abo r ,  made  the  adobes ,  and  bu i l t

t he  bu i l d i ng .  The re  we re  no  t i t l e s  t o  t he  l and  s i nce  t j t l e s  we re  no t  g j ven  un t i l

t he  p roba te  j udge  reached  t he  t own .  The  bu i l d i ng  was  bu i l t  on  t he  pub l i c  p l aza
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w' i t h  t he  i dea  tha t  when  i t  was  no  l onger  necessa ry  as  a  cou r thouse  i t  cou ld

be  used  fo r  o the r  c i v i c  pu rposes .  However ,  i n  lB55  when  the  ep idemic  o f  ma-

la r i a  s t ruck  Las  Cruces ,  t he  peop le  were  i n  no  cond i t i on  e i t he r  phys i ca l l y  o r

f i nanc ia l l y  t o  bu i l d  a  chu rch ,  and  the  women  o f  t he  town ,  s ince  they  had  no

recourse  to  med ica l  ass i s tance ,  were  ve ry  much  conce rned  abou t  t he  re l i g ious

s i tua t i on  i n  t he  town ,  t he re  hav ing  been  no  bu i l d ing  e rec ted  on  the  l o t  rese rv -

ed  fo r  t ha t  pu rpose ,  excep t  a  sma l l  j aca l .  The re  was  a t  t ha t  t ime  no  p r i es t  j n

Las Cruces,  the town being served f rom Dofra Ana.  As a resul t  they demanded that

the  bu i l d ' i ng  wh ich  had  been  used  as  a  cou r thouse  be  g i ven  as  a  chu rch  i n  o rde r

tha t  a  p r i es t  m igh t  conduc t  mass  and  o the r  se rv i ces  w i th jn  the  c i t y .  Th i s  was

gran ted .  A  bu i l d ing  was  bough t  f o r  t he  cou r thouse l  however ,  i t  was  used  on l y

fo r  one  sess ion  o f  t he  p roba te  cou r t  s i nce  the  d i s t r i c t  cou r t  moved  to  Mes i l l a

a t  t ha t  t ime .  W i th  the  resu l t ,  i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in  possess ion  o f  t he  chu rch ,

the  coun ty  p roba te  j udge ,  R icha rd  Campbe i l ,  deeded  the  eas t  ha l f  o f  t he  town

p laza  to  the  chu rch  fo r  use  as  a  chu rch  schoo l  o r  o the r  s jm i l a r  pu rpose .  The

wes t  ha l f  o f  t he  b lock  a f te rwards  came in to  possess ion  o f  t he  chu rch  i n  1886-

1887 ,  by  a  means  wh ich  ' i s  no t  ye t  f u11y  unders tood .

F rank  F leche r ,  ve ry  o f ten  spe l l ed  F le t che r  and  p ronounced  "F le t che r "  by  the

Amer i cans  a l t hough  he  was  a  F renchman  ( the  co r rec t  spe l l i ng  was  F leche r  and

pronounced  "F leshay" )  was  known  as  F ranco is ,  F ranc j sco ,  o r  F rank ,  depend ing

upon  the  l anguage  in  wh ich  he  was  add resses ,  s ince  he  spoke  f l uen t l y  a ' | 1  t h ree

o f  t he  l anguages ,  as  we l l  as  some  Ind ian  d j a l ec t s .

Cha f f re  Mar t i ne l l i  was  l i s ted  as  a  F renchman ,  a l t hough  as  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t  he

was  bo rn  i n  t he  P iedmon t  and  was  an  l t a l i an .  However  the  P iedmon t  a t  t ha t  t ime

was  in  the  possess ion  o f  t he  F rench .

When d id the cross s t reets  receive the i r  names and how were they chosen?

They  seemed  to  have  rece i ved  the i r  names  in  l 8B0  o r  l 88 l ,  s i nce  a f te r  t he  pu -

b l icat ion of  the Rfo Grande Republ ' ican they seemed to have become a l ready es-

t ab l j shed .  Th i s  was  f i r s t  pub l j shed  i n  lBB l .  Thus  Lohman  S t ree t ,  wh i ch  was
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then the southern most  s t reet ' in  the town,  was named for  l {ar t in  Lohman.  Most

of  the s t reets  have some connect ion wi th  the people for  whom they are named.

Mar t i n  Lohman  was  mar r j ed  to  the  daugh te r  o f  Jacob  Schaub l i n ,  who  owned  a  m i l l

wh ich  s t i l l  has  the  name o f  E l  Mo l i no .  Lohman  f i r s t  came to  Las  Cruces  abou t

. | 880 .  
He  worked  p rev ious l y  j n  a  s to re  wh ich  i s  s ' i t ua ted  where  John ' s  Newss tand

is  now loca ted .  La te r ,  two  o f  h j s  b ro the rs  came to  j o in  h im .  He  was  a f te rwards

sher i f f  o f  Dofra Ana County.  Amador Street  was named for  Mart fn  Amador who

bu j l t  t he  Amador  Ho te l ,  wh ich  s t i l l  s tands .  Bowman S t ree t  was  named  fo r  George

Bowman,  who  came to  the  coun t r y  i n  t he  ea r l y  1870s  i n  connec t i on  w i th  the  l and

o f f i ce ,  and  a f te rwards  had  a  bank  and  va r ious  o the r  bus iness  i n te res ts  i n  Las

Cruces. It lay Street was named for John May who had a brewery at the corner of

Ma in  and  May ,  and  a f te rwards  a  ho te l  a t  t he  same loca t i on ,  ca l l ed  the  R io  Grande

Hote l .  G r iggs  was  named  fo r  a  merchan t  j n  Mes j l l a .  He  was  a l ready  dead  a t  t he

t ime that  the s t reet  was named for  h im.  He prev ious ' ly  had had a s tore on the

co rne r  o f  Ma in  and  Gr iggs  S t ree t ;  however ,  he  had  so ld  th i s  l ong  beo f re  the

s t ree t  rece i ved  i t s  name.  Organ  S t ree t ,  o f  cou rse ,  was  named  fo r  t he  moun ta ins .

Las  Cruces  Avenue  was  f i r s t  ca l l ed  Ra i l road  Avenue .  A f te rwards  fo r  some reason

j t  was changed and became Las Cruces.  Cour t  St reet  was named for  the f i rs t

cou r thouse  bu i l t  i n  Las  Cruces ,  t he  s i t e  o f  wh ich  was  dona ted  by  the  l and  com-

pany  wh ich  deve loped  tha t  pa r t  o f  Las  Cruces  wh ich  l i es  wes t  o f  t he  cana l .

Hadley Street  was named for  H ' i ram HadleY,  d Quaker  f rom Indiana who f j rs t  came

to  Las  Cruces  as  a  l and  agen t .  La te r  he  o rgan ' i zed  a  schoo l  wh jch  was  l a te r  t o

become the  nuc leus  o f  t he  New Mex ico  S ta te  Un ive rs i t y .  Moun ta in  Avenue  was  de -

ve ' l oped  much  la te r  and  rece i ved ' i t s  name because  o f  i t s  nea rness  to  0 rgan  S t ree t .

Lucero Street  was named for  Joseph Lucero,  who owned the land at  the corner  of

Luce ro  and  Ma ' i n .  P i ccac io  S t ree t  was  the  o ld  road  wh ich  l ed  to  P i ccac io ,  wh ich

was once the p lace where the road crossed the Rio Grande on i ts  way westward.

Mes i l l a  S t ree t ' i s  so  ca l l ed  because ' i t  was  a t  one  t ime  t he  ma in  road  f r om Las

Cruces  to  Mes i l l a .  One  the  wes t  s ' i de  o f  t he  cana l ,  A lameda  S t ree t  was  named
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because  o f  a  pa rk ,  a  hea l th  san i ta r i um wh ich  was  opened  a t  t he  no r th  end  o f

the s t reet  o f  that  narne.  Mel6ndrez Street  was named for  Pablo Mel6ndrez,  the

p roba te  j udge  a t  t he  t jme  th i s  add i t i on  to  Las  Cruces  was  deve loped  i n  l 8B l ,

and Armi jo  Street  was named for  the man who had so ld the land to  the develop-

ment  company.

F r :  Was  Joseph  Luce ro  a l so  known  as  Jos6  Luce ro?

F :  Yes ,  he  was  the  same man .  Jos6  and  h i s  b ro the r  Fe l i pe  were  a l t e rna te l y  she r i f f s

of  Doha Ana County for  severa l  years soon af ter  
. l900.

F r :  Can  you  te1 ' l  us  more  abou t  t he  Las  Cruces  Cana l - -how ' i t  r ece ' i ved  j t s  name,  how

i t  was  deve loped ,  and  where  j t  came f rom the  r i ve r?

F : The  Las  Cruces  Cana l  was  deve loped  i n  much  the  same way  as  mos t  o f  t hose  tha t

were  under taken  i n  the  c i v i l  co lony  g ran ts .  A  g roup  o f  peop le  assemb led  and

dug  the  cana l .  I n  exchange  they  were  to  rece i ve  the  l and  wh ' i ch  was  to  be  cu l -

t i va ted  by  t he  i r r i ga t i on ;  a l so ,  i f  t hey  we re  ava i l ab le ,  t own  l o t s i f  a  new  town

was  to  deve lop  somewhere  a long  the  end  o f  t he  cana l .  I n  t he  w in te r  o f  1848 ,

a f te r  a  ga r r i son  had  been  es tab l i shed  j n  Do f ra  Ana  and  the  coun t r y  became sa fe ,

a  g roup  o f  peop le  ga the red  and  deve loped  and  bu i l t  t he  cana l ,  wh ich  p robab ly

i ssued  f rom the  r i ve r  a t  t he  f i r s t  bend  sou th  o f  Do f ra  Ana .  The  Do f ra  Ana  cana l

j t se l f  had  i t s  headga te  a t  t he  bend  in  the  r j ve r  abou t  t h ree  m i les  above  tha t

town .  The  Las  Cruces  cana l  pa ra l l e l s  t he  Do f ra  Ana  cana l  and  was  app rox ima te l y

a  m i l e  o r  so  l onge r ,  and  f j na l l y  ended  when  i t  was  no  l onge r  poss ib l e  t o  ex tend

i t  be tween  the  r i ve r  and  the  bank  o f  t he  foo th ' i l l s .  A t  t he  end  o f  i t ,  as  was

cus tomary  i n  mos t  cases ,  t he re  was  a  m i l l  s i t e  where  the  wa te r  f rom the  cana l

was  re tu rned  to  the  r i ve r .

} . l ha t  cqused  the  change  in  the  cou rse  o f  t he  R io  Grande ,  wh ich  l e f t  Mes i l l a  on

the  same s ide  o f  t he  r i ve r  as  Las  Cruces?

Th  e  yea rs  186? , ' 63 ,  and  ' 64  we re  ve ry  r a i ny  a l l  t h roughou t  New Mex i co .  I n

the  yea r  1862 ,  t he re  was  a l ready  son :e  danger  tha t  t he  r i ve r  m igh t  change  i t s

course,  and a l l  the farmers between Pjccacio and La Mesa were ordered to  repor t
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to  work  on  the  dam.  The  case  was  so  se r ious  tha t  t hose  who  fa i l ed  to  repo r t

were  f i ned  and  ob f i ged  to  renew the i r  wo rk  l a te r .  I n  1864  the  season  was  so

ra iny that ,  accord ing to  the government  repor ts ,  there was no corn grown any-

where in  New l4ex ico and a l l  o f  r ' t  had to  be brought  in  at  great  expense f rom

the  Eas t  f o r  t he  cava l r y  ho rses .  A t  t ha t  t ime  the  cana l ,  wh jch  supp l i ed  wa te r

to  P rec inc t  5  o f  Mes i l l a  and  a l l  t he towns  fa r the r  down  on  the  wes te rn  s ide  o f

the  r i ve r ,  had  a  headga te  nea r  the  p resen t  s i t e  o f  t he  town  o f  P i ccac io .  I n

fac t ,  t he re  were  two  headga tes  ad jo in ing  each  o the r  and  separa ted  by  a  d i ke .

Qne  o f  t hese  i r r i ga ted  the  l and  wh ich  i s  now wes t  o f  t he  r i ve r  a t  P i ccac io ,

the  o the r  one  ran  down  the  va11ey  and  j r r i ga ted  eve ry th ing  on  the  wes t  s jde  o f

the  R io  Grande  as  fa r  sou th  as  ag r i cu l t u re  was  poss ib le .  I n  o rde r  t o  ob ta in

a l l  t he  wa te r  f rom the  r i ve r ,  even  i n  t imes  when  the  wa te r  was  l ow ,  t h i s  ca -

na l  was  ve ry  ca re less l y  dug  to  the  l eve l  o f  t he  bed  o f  t he  r i ve r .  Usua l l y

i t  was customary to  have the headgate severa l  feet  above the r iver  bed and

ra ise the water  to  f low in to the headgate by means of  baskets or  some sor t  o f

an  obs t ruc t i on .  However  i n  t h i s  case ,  ve ry  j n jud i c ious l y  i t  was  dug  down  to

the  bed  o f  t he  r i ve r .  I n  
. | 865  

the re  was  a  t remendous  runo f f .  Fou r  o r  f i ve

mi l l i on  ac re  fee t  i s  sa fd  to  have  run  down  the  R fo  Grande  and  i t  washed  ou t

the  headga tes  comp le te l y  o f  t he  wes ts ide  cana l .  t nJhen  i t  r e tu rned  to  no rma l ,

i t  abandoned i ts  course between Las Cruces and tv les i l la  and f lowed down the o ld

cou rse  o f  t he  wes ts ide  cana l .  I t  i s  p robab ly  fo r  t ha t  reason  tha t  t he  r j ve r

i s  so  s t ra igh t  be tween  P jccac io  and  Mes i l l a  Dam.

When  d ' i d  t he  ra i l r oad  f i r s t  reach  Las  Cruces?

The  f i r s t  t r a ' i ns ,  wh ' i ch  ran  f rom R ' i ncon  to  E l  Paso ,  passed  Las  Cruces  ea r l y  f n

June  
. | 88 . | .  

The  roadbed  had  i n  many  p laced  been  bu i l t  we l l  down  in  the  r i ve r

va11ey ,  and  as  a  resu l t  f o r  seve ra l  yea rs  the rea f te r  t he re  were  l ong  de lays

when  the  r i ve r  f l oodswashed  ou t  t he  ra ' i l r oad  t racks ,  and  they  were  ob l i ged  to

be  movdd  to  h ighe r  g round .  Ano the r  p lace  where  the  ra i l r oad  con jn tuous l y  su f -

fe red  f rom so f t  g round  on  the  t racks  was ' immed ia te l y  sou th  o f  Do f ra  Ana .  I t
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was  a t  t ha t  po in t  where  a  work t ra in  cons i s t i ng  o f  an  eng ine  and  seve ra l  ca rs

was  bu r ied  i n  t he  qu i cksand .  The  eng ine  was  removed  1a te r ,  bu t  t he  ca rs  s t i l ' l

r ema in  deep ' l y  bue id  i n  t he  r i ve r  bed .  The  t rack  was  no t  we l l  ba lanced  fo r  se -

vera l  years,  and very of ten af ter  ra ins in  the la te summer the road between Las

Cruces  and  E l  Paso  was  so  so f t  t ha t  t he  t ra ' i ns  cou ld  no t  pass  o r  were  somet imes

de layed  fo r  seve ra l  days .  The  rock  fo r  ba lanc ing  the  roadbed  o f  t he  San ta  Fe

Ra i l r oad  was  ob ta i ned  a t  a  p l ace  now  ca l l ed  Rad ium Sp r i ngs .

F r :  D id  Ind ' i ans  eve r  a t tack  Las  Cruces?

F :  I nd ians  neve r  app roched  c lose  to  Las  Cruces .  They  ve ry  o f ten  came to  w i th in  a

m i le  o r  two  i n  o rde r  t o  s tea l  s tock .  One  o f  t he  l a rges t  ra ' i ds  was  conduc ted  a -

ga ins t  t he  ranch  o f  F leche r ,  wh ich  was  abou t  a  m i l e  to  the  no r th .  Many  o f  t he

Las  Cruceans  were  o f  cou rse  k r i l l ed  by  Ind ians ,  bu t  no t  i n  t he  town  i t se l f .  The

0rgan Mounta jns were very dangerous for  f re jghters or  o thers who were pass ing

to  Tu la rosa  o r  pa r t s  eas t  o f  t he  Tu la rosa  Bas in .  Ve ry  o f ten  Ind ians  came f rom

the  sou th ,  as  the re  was  a  re fuge  nea r  Canu t ' i l l o  cove red  w i th  bosque  in  wh ich  they

cou ld  concea l  s tock  fo r  seve ra l  days  be fo re  i t  cou ld  be  d i scove red .  The re  were

somet imes  repo r t s  t ha t  I nd ians  had  ac tua l l y  en te red  the  town ,  bu t  i t  f s  more  p rob -

ab le  tha t  j n  t hose  cases  they  were  Amer j cans  who  had  pu t  on  mocass ins  fo r  t he  oc -

cas ion  on  o rde r  t ha t  t he i r  t r acks  m iqh t  be  cons ide red  those  o f  I nd ians .

was  k ' i l l ed  a t  t he  Cueva  rock  eas t  o f  Las  Cruces  i n  
. | 869 .  

Some peop le  s t i l l  be -

l j eve  tha t  he  was  k j ' l 1ed  by  Amer i cans  who  were  d ressed  as  Ind ians .

How d id  the  town  b r ing  back  the  coun ty  sea t  f rom Mes i l l a?

In  t he  e l ec t j on  o f  lSB l , was  e lec ted  rep resen ta t ' i ve  f rom th i s  d j s t r j c t .

Du r ing  the  campa ign ,  i t  had  been  sa jd  tha t  no th ing  cou ld  be  done  abou t  t he  re -

mova l  o f  t he  cou r thouse  f rom t i 4es i l l a  t o  Las  Cruces .  However ,  sho r t l y  a f te r  t he

leq i s la tu re  had  me t ,  seve ra l  p rom ' inen t  peop le  o f  Las  Cruces  d i sappeared ,  and  i n  a

. s , i . ngJe  day - -p robab ly  w i th  the  he lp  o f  b r i bes  o r  some o the r  s im i l a r  means - -bo th  the

Sena te  and  House  i n  San ta  Fe  passed  a  b i l l  chang ing  the  coun ty  sea t  f rom Mes i l l a

to  Las  Cruces .  The  f j r s t  no t j ce  tha t  t he  Mes i l l a  peop le  had  o f  t he  change  was
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rece ' i ved  i n  t he  te leq raph ' i c  repo r t  t ha t  t he  b i l l  had  been  a i ready  passed .

However ,  Las  Cruces  had  no  p lace  i n  wh ich  a  cou r t  cou ld  be  housed .  The  f i r s t

cou r thouse  i n  Do f ia  Ana  Coun ty  was  pu rchased ' i n  
. | 866 .  

P rev ious  to  tha t  t ime ,

bu i l d ings  had  been  ren ted  fo r  t he  use  o f  t he  cou r t  and  the  books  were  kep t  i n

the  houses  o f  t he  coun ty  o f f i ce rs  themse lves .  However ,  t h ree  pe rsons  f rom Me-

s i l l a  con tes ted  the  e lec t ' i on  a t  f i r s t ,  and  l a te r  a t  a  bond  i ssue  the  ma t te r

was  b rouqh t  up  be fo re  Judqe  Dr j sco l l  a t  l ' l es i l l a ,  and  he  de te rm ined  tha t  t he

bond  i ssue  o f  $30 ,000  was  i l l eqa l  s i nce  t he re  had  been " i r r egu la r i t i e s  i n  many

o f  t he  vo t i ng  p rec inc ts .  However ,  t he  peop le  o f  Las  Cruces  were  de te rm jned  to

have the county seat  moved as soon as poss jb le .  ln lagons were sent  over ,  accom-

pan' ied by armed men who seized a l l  the cour t  records and any others records

ava ' i l ab l e ,  and  s to red  t hem i n  t he  bu i l d i ng  on  Ma in  S t ree t  wh i ch  be longed  a t

tha t  t jme  to  Guada lupe  Asca ra te .  They  were  no t  ava i l ab le  fo r  nea r l y  two  yea rs .

In  o rde r  t o  p rov ' i de  a  su i tab le  p lace  fo r  t he  ho ld jng  o f  t he  d fs t r i c t  and  Un i ted

S ta tes  cou r t s ,  Mar t i n  Amadoro  who  had  bu j l t  a  new house  on  A .mador  S t ree t  (one

wh i ch  ex j s t ed  un t i l  l e ss  t han  a  yea r  ago ) ,  ag reed  t o  r ebu i l d  h i s  o l d  bu i l d i ng

eas t  o f  l , l a te r  S t ree t  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  t he  cou r t .  The  cons t ruc t i on  was  ca r -

r i ed  ou t  i n  
. | 883 .  

They  bu i l d i ng  was  bu j l t  w ' i t h  a  h i qh  ha l l  i n  t he  cen te r  wh i ch

perm i t t ed  the  ho ld ingo f  cou r t  sess ions ,  and  a  s t rong  room was  p rov ided  fo r  t he

cages  o f  t he  j a i l .  Th i s  was  i n  use  f o r  a lmos t  a  yea r ,  un t i l  f i na l l y  a  new  e lec -

t i on  was  he ld ,  bonds  we re  vo ted ,  and  a  cou r thousewasbu i l t  on  a  b l ock  dona ted

by the New l t lex ico Town Improvement  Comoany.  This  buj ld ing served unt i l  about

. l 930 ,  
when  i t  was  rep laced  by  the  p resen t  cou r thouse .

F r :  Wha t  was  t he  p l ace  ca l l ed  "Las  L i eb res? "

F :  I n  t he  ea r l y  days  i n  Las  Cruces  when  lo t s  were  a l l o ted ,  t he re  were  ce r ta ' i n

peop le  whom the  fo remos t  c ' i t i zens  cons ide red  undes i rab le .  These  were  no t  ab le

to  f i l e  upon  l o t s ,  so  the .y  se lec ted  bu i l d ing  s i t es  sou th  o f  Lohman  / \ venue  a t

t he  base  o f  t he  f oo th i l l s  on  wha t  i s  now  So lano  Avenue  and  bu i l t  a  t own  ca l l ed

Las  L ieb res .  I t  was  qu ' i t e  we l l  known  un t i l  abou t  ] 865 .  A f te r  t ha t  i t  seems
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t o  have  d i sappeared  as  the  town  o f  Las  Cruces  began  to  expand ,  and  un t i l

abou t  1890  occu red  ve ry  f reouen t l y  i n  deeds  r ^ ,h i ch  s t i l l  nade  desc r ip t i ons

o f  s i t es  as  be ing  i n  t he  o ld  town  o f  Las  L ieb res .  The  use  o f  t he  te rm now

seems to  have  en t i re l y  d i sappeared .

Fr :  l {hen was the Academy of  the Sis ters  of  Loret to  bui l t?

F :  The  Academy o f  t he  V ' i s i t a t i on ,  wh ich  was  the  o f f i c i a ]  name o f  t he  academy

conduc ted  by  the  S is te rs  o f  Lo re t tq  was  f j r s t  begun  in  the  yea r  
' lB70n  

when

B i  shop made a t r ip  to  Kentucky and obta ined the promise of  some

o f  t he  s i s te rs  $ rho  wou ld  conduc t  t he  schoo l  i n  Las  Cruces .  The  l and  pu rchased

then ' l  argely  consi  s ted of  sand h i . ' l  1  s  apparent ly  uncter  ownershi  p ,  s i  nce he

purchased  a  l o t  he re  and  a  l o t  t he re  a t  a  ve ry  l ep  p r i ce  s ince  they  were  ap -

pa ren t l y  no t  cons ide red  o f  ve ry  g rea t  va ' l ue ,  and  a  sma l l  academy  was  bu i l t  i n

. l870.  
However ,  th is  was ent i re ' ly  dest royed b.y  the f lood of  

'1875.  
A.  consider-

ab le  amoun t  o f  t he  l and  (wh ' i ch  was  r i ve rbed )  f l ooded  a t  t he  t imeo  and  i t  was

rea l i zed  tha t  j t  was  no t  su i t ab le .  So  much  g ra t i nq  work  was  done  un t i ' l  t he

land on Lohman Avenue was brought  to  the s t reet  level  and a new bu ' i ' ld jnq was

bu i l t  a t  t ha t  t ime .  The  Academy was  mean t  no t  on l y  f o r  g i r l s  f rom Las  Cruces ,

bu t  f rom a l l  ove r  New Mex ico ,  and  espc ia l l y  t he  daugh te rs  o f  A rne r i cans  j n

M6xico.  I t  was at  the t ' i rne one of  the foremost  academies in  the country  wi th-

' i n  many  hund reds  o f  m i l es .  I t  was  no t  an  expens i ve  p l ace ;  t he  t u j t i on  f o r  n i ne

mon ths ,  i nc l ud inq  a l l  expenses - -boa rd ,  l odg ing ,  books ,  and  t u i t i on - -was  $200 .00

per  yea r ,

l , las th i  s  the f  i  rs t  school  ' in  Las Cruces?

There  had  been  schoo ls  i n  Las  Cruces  be fo re ,  usua l l y  conduc ted  by ' i t j n te ran t

teachers ,  l as t i ng  somet imes  fo r  two  o r  t h ree  mon ths  i n  t he  yean ,  usua l l y  i n

the  Fa l l .  I n  abou t  lB75  the re  was  a  sma l l  amoun t  o f  money  ava ' i l ab le  fo r  t he

paymen t  o f  t eachers .  I n  t he  yea r  1879 ,  f o r  j ns tance ,  j n  Las  Cruces  the  amoun t

was  $200 .00 ,  wh ich  was  ava j l ab le  fo r  t he  paymen t  o f  t eachers  and  the  conduc t

o f  t he  schoo ls .  However  j n  t ha t  yea r ,  t he re  was  cons ide rab le  con fus ion  s ince
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two  cand ida tes - -one  f rom each  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i es - -w ished  to  become

schoo l teacher .  As  a  resu l t ,  t he  money  was  d i v ided ,  $ . | 00 .00  to  each  one ,  and

each  he ld  a  schoo l  l as t i ng  fo r  two  mon ths .  Bu t  t hey  were  he ld  s imu l taneous ly '

so  tha t  some o f  t he  ch i l d ren  a t tended  one  schoo l  and  some a t tended  the  o the r '

i ns tead  o f  ex tend ing  i t  ove r  a  fou r -mon th  pe r iod .  I n  l 8B0  however ,  l 4a r t i n

Amador  and  va r ious  o the r  p rominen t  c i t i zens  o f  Las  Cruces  dec ' i ded  to  bu i l d  a

schoo lhouse ,  s jnce  p rev ious l y  schoo l  had  been  he ld  i n  ren ted  rooms  wh ich  were

o f ten  qu i te  unsa t i s fac to ry .  Among  the  fam i l i es  who  were  i n te res ted  i n  t h i s

proposal  were those of  Henry Cun' i f f  and the Luceros.  Mart fn  Amador h imsel f

had  no  ch i l d ren  o f  schoo l  age  a t  t he  t jme ;  neve r the less  he  dona ted  a  pa r t  o f

h i s  p rope r t y -wh ich  l i es  on  A lameda  and  Amador  and  by  pub l i c  subsc r ip t i on  a

schoo lhouse  was  bu i ' l t ,  wh ich  the  paper  desc r ibed  as  a  ve ry  f i ne  bu i l d ing  o f

two  rooms ,  on ' l y  one  o f  wh jch  was  used  a t  t ha t  t jme .  Th i s  me t  w j th  cons jde rab le

oppos i t i on  f rom many  peop le  who  cons iae iea  tha t  pub l i c  schoo ls  were ' immense ly

in fer ior  to  those conducted by the Church,  and the argument  became so b i t ter

tha t  t he  p r i es t  a t  t ha t  t ime  was  reca l l ed  and  rep laced  by  Fa the r  La  Se jne  j n

the  yea r  lBB2 .  The  schoo l  was  s t j l l  i n  ope ra t j on ;  however ,  l a te r  j n  . | 883 ,

the land was purchased by Mart fn  Amador and is  nobr  the proper ty  of the school

sys temad  i s  occup ied  by  t he  adm in i s t r a t i on  bu i l d i ng  o f  t he  pub l i c  schoo l s .

Mr .  Fea the r ,  I  r ece j ve  the  impress ion  f rom you r  ea r l j e r  remarks  tha t  on l y

g i r ]s  went  to  the Loret to  Academy,  but  I  know f rom my own knowledge (hav ing

a t tended  tha t  schoo l )  t ha t  boys  a l so  wen t  t he re .  Can  you  te l l  us  abou t  t hose

days ?

From t ime to t ime parents would become d jssat ' is f ied r , r ' i th  the conduct  o f  the

pub l i c  schoo ls ,  espec ia l l y  because  o f  t he  c rowded  cond i t i ons  o r  because  a t

tha t  t ime ,  s ince  teachers  were  no t  acc red i ted  a l l  ove r  t he  s ta te ,  some o f

them were  imcompe ten t  t o  ca r r y  on  the i r  du t i es .  As  a  resu l t ,  t he  S is te rs  o f

Loret to  were of ten persuaded to receive boys,  which they somet imes d id for  a

pe r iod  o f  seve ra l  yea rs .  Even tua l l y  t hey  re tu rned  bo  the  teach ing  o f  g i r l s
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on1y .  Th i s  was  espec ia l l y  t rue  abou t  
. l 890 ,  

when  the  new educa t i ona l  l aw  came

into ef fect  in  New Mexico and the schools  were t remendous?y overcrowded.  In

the year  
. |893,  

there were somewhat  more than 300 pupi ls  in  the Las Cruces pub-

l i c  schoo l s  w i t h  on l y  t h ree  t eache rs ,  t he ' i n t e rmed ia te  c l ass  hav ing  an  a t t end -

ance  o f  
. 137  

w i th  a  s ing le  teacher .  I  am qu i te  ready  to  admi t  t ha t  t hey  d id

accept  boys.  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  I  know i t  f rom my o\ , {n  exper ience.  Shor t ly

before the Academy of  the Vis j ta t ion was abandonded and the teachers moved to

El  PaSo,  my own son at tended for  a  per iod of  two or  three years.

I s  t he  bu i l d i ng  ca l l ed  "E l  I ' l o l i no "  t he  o l des t  j n  t ov rn?

i t  cou ld  we l l  be .  I t  was  bu i l t  ve r y  subs tan t i a l l y  s i nce  t he  peop le  who  had

charge  o f  i t  we re  m j l l e rs  on  qu i te  a  l a rge  sca le .  0 f  cou rse ,  when  the  town

was  f i r s t  se t t l ed ,  t he  p lace  where  the  wa te r i s  re tu rned  to  the  r i ve rbed  was

an  excep t i ona l l y  f i ne  m i l l  s i t e  s i nce  t he re  was  a  f a l l  o f  seve ra l  f ee t .  i t

be longed  f j r s t  t o  one  o f  t he  ea r l y  c i t i zens ;  l a te r  j t  was  pu rchased  by  Thomas

Bu l l  and  James  Hamis ,  two  ve ry  wea ' l t hy  peop le ,  who  la te r  so ld  i t  t o  a  man

and  h i s  w i fe  named  Draper ,  who  a l so  were  qu i te  wea l thy .  A f te rwards  i t  passed

in to  the  hands  o f  t he  L i s insky  b ro the rs ,  f o r  whom ' i t  was  managed  by  a  Sw ' i ss

named  _ ,  and  even tua l l y  j t  was  managed  by  Jacob  Schaub l ' i n .  The  m i l l

g round  a  sup r i s ing l y  g rea t  amoun t  o f  bo th  co rnmea l  and  whea t  f l ou r ,  cons ide r -

i ng  the  fac t  t ha t  i t  was  en t i re l y  ope ra ted  by  wa te r  power .  Schaub f in  pu rchas -

ed  a  s team m i l l  wh i ch  he  he ld  i n  r ead iness ' i n  case  t ha t  t he  wa te r  power  shou ld

fa j l .  Bu t  as  f a r  as ' i s  known ,  i t  was  neve r  used .  Na tu ra l l y  t he  r i ve r  f a i l ed

occas jona l l y  j n  t he  l a te  summer ,  bu t  t ha t  was  usua l l y  du r ing  the  pe r iod  o f  t he

year  when  no  whea t  was  ava i l ab le  fo r  g r i nd ing .  As  fa r  as  i s  known ,  the  m ' i l l

was  used  du r ing  j t s  en t i re  ex i s tence  d r i ven  b -v  wa te r  povJe r .  The  bu i l d ing  was

ve ry  subs tan t i a l ;  a f t e rwards  i t  was  used  as  a  res idence  by  Mar t i n  Lohman  and

i t  cou ld  we l l  be  t ha t  j t  i s  s t i l l  t he  same  bu i l d i ng  t ha t  was  bu i l t  i n  t he

ear l y  
. | 870s .

Was  the re  ano the r  m i l l  ' i n  Las  Cruces?
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Yes .  A  m i l l  was  es tab l i shed  i n  the  ea r l y  1870s  us ing  the  su rp ' l us  wa te r  f rom

the  Do f ra  Ana  D j t ch .  I t  was  l oca ted  a t  abou t  t he  po in t  where  H ighway  70  i o ins

H ighway  80 ;  t ha t  i s  t o  say ,  a t  t he  no r the rn  end  o f  Ma ' i n  S t ree t .  I t  was  f i r s t

bu i l t  by  Tu1 ley  and  0choa ,  wh ich  was  a t  t ha t  t ime  one  o f  t he  l a rges t  t rad ing

ou t f i t s  j n  t he  sou thwes t ,  hav ing  the i r  headquar te rs  a t  t he  s i t e  o f  o ld  F t .

Tho rn ,  and  usua l l y  hav ing  as  many  as  a  dozen  o r  more  wagon  t ra ' i ns  on  the  road

between Kansas Ci ty ,  E1 Paso,  and Tucson.  I t  was managed for  many years by

Lucero,  the fa ther  of  Jos6 and Fel ' ipe Lucero,  the Dofra Ana County

sher i f f s .  Prac t jca l l y  a l l  o f  the  wheat  tha t  was  ground there  in  the  ear ly

years  was used in  f i l f i ng  Army cont rac ts .  However ,  when the  r igh t  to  use  the

water  power  was g iven to  Tu11ey and Ochoa,  i t  was  agreed tha t  they  must  mi l l

the wheat grown by the farmers on the Doha Ana D' i tch for  three b ' i ts a bushel  ,

wh ich  i s  now 371 /2 ( . .  How long  tha t  ta r j f f  rema ined  opera t i ve ,  I  canno t  say .

The f i rst  merchants in Las Cruces were most ly people who came up from El Paso

or  who owned f re igh t  l ines .  Some o f  the  re ta i l  merchants  who f  j rs t  opened up

in  the  town were  James Lucas ,  John  Bryan t ,  and  Theodore  M i l l e r .  M i l l e r  d jdn ' t

s tay  1ong.  He soon re tu rned to  E l  Paso and en tered  the  mercant i le  bus iness

there .  James  Lucas  was  f rom a  fami l y  o f  po l i t i c jans ,  f i r s t  i n  Pennsy lvan ia

and  la te r  in  M issour i ,  and  f ina l ' l y  he  came to  New Mex ico .  In  a l l  o f  these  lo -

ca t ions  they  had he ld  p rominent  po l i t i ca l  o f f j ces .  Lucas  was the  f j rs t  repre-

sentat ive to the legis ' lat ive assembly f rom Dofra Ana County in the Terr i tory

o f  New Mex jco .  A t  the  end o f  the  C iv i l  War ,  a t  the  approach o f  the  Ca l i fo rn ia

Co lumn,  he  le f t  New Mex ico  a long w i th  most  o f  the  o ther  Confedera te  sympath izers

and d id  no t  re tu rn  un t i l  1879,  when he  se t t led  jn  the  Grant  County  reg ion .

There  he  he ld  the  o f f i ce  o f  pub l i c  schoo l  super in tendent  fo r  a t  leas t  one te rm.

L i t t le  i s  known o f  John Bryant .  He lvas  a  merchantbu t  he  a lso  took  ou t  many

l i censes  fo r  pub l ' i c  func t ions  ' in  the  town.

Two f re igh t  l ines  were  Tu ' l1ey  and Ochoa,  whose bus iness  in  Las  Cruces  was

managed by  Jesr ls  Ochoa,  and the  Armi jo  Bro thers ,  who were  loca ted  inA lbuquerque '
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and  Ra fae l  A rm i jo  was  the  agen t  i n  t h i s  pa r t  o f  t he  coun t r y .  They  f i r s t

came in  wel l  before the Civ i l  [ , , lar ,  and were merchants on a very large

sca le .  Dur ing  the  war ,  t hey  were  ob l i ged  to  l eave ,  s ince  they  were  Con fed -

erate sympath jzers,  and they went  down to M6xico,  where the fam' i ly  owned

a  ve ry " l a rge  g ran t  o f  l and  and  cons ide rab le  numbers  o f  ca t t l e .  Du r ing  the

C jv i l  War ,  t he i r  a f fa i r s  were  en t rus ted  to  a  man  named  Reyes  Escon t r fas ,

who was probably  not  a  very dependable man.  Af ter  the war ,  i t  was found

tha t  he  had  obsconded  to  M6x ico ,  t ak ing  a long  no t  on l y  p rope r t y  o f  t he  A r -

m i joso  bu t  a l so  the  co l l ec t i ons  wh jch  he  had  made  as  she r j f f  o f  Do f ra  Ana

Coun ty .  A t  t he  t ' ime ' i t  was  s ta ted  tha t  t he  A rm ' i j os  owned  p rope r t y ' i n  Do f ra

Ana  Coun ty  to  the  va lue  o f  $200 ,000 .00 ,  wh ich  was  a  cons ide rab le  sum in

those  days .  Un fo r tuna te l y ,  l j t t l e  i s  known  abou t  t he  case ,  bu t  j t  p robab ly

wou ld  have  been  ve ry  i n te res t i ng .  Escon t r i as  escaped  to  M6x jco  bu t  was

brought  back on the charge of  k idnapping.  There seems to be no record of

who  was  k idnapped  o r  o f  t he  case  i n  the  cou r t s .  He  was  sen tenced  to  one

year imprisonment.  Af ter  the year was over,  he was served with a

pat r ja ,  wh jch  means he  must  no t  leave the  count ry  un t ' i l  the  case

set t l  ed .

was  f ina11y

Af te r  the  C iv i l  l , l a r ,  numerous  peop le  opened up  smal l  bus ' inesses  in  Las  Cru-

ces .  John  Ward  had  a  ho te l ,  S .A .  Cos te r  was  a  bu tcher ,  J .  C .  Grogan  made

sadd les ,  Peter  Duke and John May were  d is t i l l e rs  and brewers ,  August in  La

Count  vvas  a  baker .  The merchants  were  Jes0s  Ochoa,  John Zo le r ,  An ton io  Con-

s tan te ,  Chaf f re  Mar t ine l l i ,  Henry  Cun i f f ,  and Eugene Leonar t ,  who a lso  len t

money to  o ther  merchants ,  o ther indus t r ies ,  and apparent ly  was a  cap i ta l j s t

o f  cons iderab le  in f luence .  John  Zo le r  la te r  wen t  to  E l  Pason  as  d id  a lso

A l f red  Bushos.  Anton io  Constan te  was a  Peruv ian .  He had come to  New Mex ico

jn  about  lB50 or  
. |85 . l ,  

bu t  su f fe red  the  mis fo r tune o f  hav ing  an  en t i re  wagon

t ra in ,  wh ' i ch  was en  rou te  to  the  F l imbres  Va11ey,  captured  by  Ind ians  who
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k i l l ed  a l l  t he  l i ves tock  and  des t royed  a ' l l  t he  p ropep ty .  The rea f te r  he  was

on ly  a  merchan t  on  a  ve ry  sma l l  sca le .  Cha f f reMar t i ne l l i  was  f rom the  P ied -

mon t .  He  was  ra the r  a long  i n  yea rs  a t  t he  t ime  tha t  he  came to  Las  Cruces ,

and  l a te r  wen t  t o  Rodeo ,  wh ich  was  then  ca l l ed  Co lo rado ,  where  he  es tab l i shed

a  m i l l .  I n  
. | 880  

he  was  k i l l ed  by  ca t t l e  t h j eves  and  band i t s  be long ing  t o

the  Evans  Gang .  Henry  Cun i f f  r ema ined  i n  Las  Cruces  du r ing  h j s  en t i re  l i f e -

t ime .  Seve ra l  t imes  he  wen t  i n to  the  mercan t i l e  bus iness ,  and  as  o f ten

wou ld  se l l  ou t ' i n  o rde r  t o  accep t  some  pub l i c  o f f i ce ,  e i t he r  by  e l ec t i on  o r

by  appo in tmen t .

Abou t  t h i s  t ime  Lou is  Rosenbaum es tab l i shed  h imse l f  i n  Las  Cruces  as  a

who lesa le  and  re ta i l  merchan t .  He  was  ev iden t l y  a  man  o f  cons ide rab le  ca -

p i t a1 ,  s ince  he  f i nanced  mos t  o f  t he  pos t  t rade rs  on  the  nea rby  fo r t s .  Ce r -

t a i n l y  he  p rov ided  a l l  o f  t he  cap i t a l  f o r  t he  pos t  a t  F t .  Cummings .  I n  
. l 879 ,

hav ing  accumu la ted  a  cons jde rab le  fo r tune ,  he  l e f t  t he  coun t r y  and  re tu rned

to  New York .

A t  t he  same t jme  were  Har ry  and  Char les  L i s insky ,  who  es tab l ' i shed  a  bus iness

on  the  s i t e  o f  t he  p resen t  John ' s  Newss tand ,  and  l a te r  ma jn ta ined  b ranch  o f -

f j ces  i n  a t  l eas t  seven  towns  f rom E l  Paso  to  Tucson .  The  L i s inskys  were  es -

pec ia l l y  i n te res ted  i n  m in ing .  P robab ly  a  good  pa r t  o f  t he  p ro f i t s  f rom

the i r  mercan t i l e  t ransac t i ons  wen t  i n to  l oans  to  p rospec to rs  w i th  the  p ros -

pec t  o f  ob ta jn ing  a t  l eas t  pa r t  o f  any th ing  tha t  m igh t  be  d i scove red .  Even-

tua11y  th i s  pa id  o f f ,  f o r  p rospec to rs  f rom S i l ve r  C i t y  d i scove red  an  i n tense -

1y  va luab le  m ine  a t  t he  d i s t r i c t  wh i ch ' i s  now  ca l l ed  Morenc j  and  C l i f t on '

A r i zona ,  wh i ch  was  even tua l l y  so ld  f o r  $3  m i l l ' i on .  They  a l so  ma ' i n ta j ned

ca t t l e  ranches ,  be jng  owners  a long  w i th  a  man  named  Dav ' i s  o f  t he  San  Agus t i n

Ranch  on  the  eas t  s ' i de  o f  t he  Organ  l 4oun ta ins .  Somet jme  abou t  
. l 870  

a  Sw iss

named Newma Raymond came over  at  the inv i ta t ion of  the L is inskys and estab-

l i shed  h imse l f  as  manager  o f  one  o f  t he i r  b ranch  o f f i ces  a t  Pa ra je ,  on  the
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nor thern s ide of  the Jornada del  l '1uer to.  When the s tage l ines f rom El  Paso

to  San ta  Fe  ran  i n to  d i f f i cu l t i es ,  t he  con t rac t  was  taken  ove r  by  the  L i s in -

skys and g iven to  Newma Raymond to manage.  I t  was ext remely successfu l .

When  the  L i s inskys  re tu rned  to  New York  i n  lBB l ,  Raymond  was  g i ven  the  cha rge

o f  t he  s to re  i n  Las  Cruces .

The  two  F reuden tha l  b ro the rs  who  had  come a l so  as  c le rks  i n  t he  L i s insky

s to re ,  moved  down  t r l a in  S t ree t  t o  a  s i t e  oppos j te  S t .  Genev ieve ' s  Chruch ,

and  the re  they  es tab l j shed  a  s to re  o f  t he i r  own .  i n  add i t ' i on ,  l a te r  t hey

a lso  ope ra ted  the  Don  Barna rdo  Ho te l .  The  f i rm  name was  Lou is  F reuden tha l

and  Company .  The  same company  a l so  had  i n te res ts  i n  E l  Paso  and  poss ib l y

in  o the r  t owns .  When  Lou is  Rosenbaum le f t . t he  c i t y ,  t he  bus iness  was  d i v id -

ed  among  two  re la t i ves .  Desauer  ma jn ta ined  a  s to re  a t  t he  co rne r  o f  Gr " i ggs

and  Ma in ,  occupy ing  the  ha l f  b lock  now used  by  the  pos t  o f f i ce  and  the  Hern -

don  Ho te l  .  He  l a te r  became a  con t rac to r .  I t  ' i s  l i ke ' l y  t ha t  mos t  o f  t he  re -

ta i l  bus iness  was  taken  by  the  B lums ,  t he  heav ie r  by  Desauer .
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G. Ad la i  Feather  o f  Mes i l la  Park ,  New Mex ico
Interviewed by Bud Newman
September  15 ,  1972

F :

N :

What did you want to know about Amador?

Wel l ,  I  ius t  want  to  know a  l i t t le  more  about  h ' im.  The s to ry  i s  th js :  I

sent out about a year or a year-and-a-ha1 f  ago I  et ters to most of  your

New Mex ico  l i b ra r " ies ' i nv i t i ng  peop le  to  wr i te  jn  and  be  gues t  ed ' i toL in

th is  co lumn o f  mine ,  "southwest  Arch ives"  jn  PaSsword .  Mrs .  Baf re t t ,

Ass is tan t  L ib rar ian  a t  NMSU,  wro te  a  very  n ice  paper .  Ac tua l l y  the  paper

had been given as a speech to the Dofra Ana County Histor ical  Society

severa l  years  back- - I  be l ieve  tha t ' s  what  she sa id - -bu t '  anyway '  she  de-

scp ibes  the  Amador  Co l lec t ion .  I t ' s  a  very  n ice  descr ip t ion  bu t  she  doesn ' t

g ive me any idea who Amador was. He was a contemporary of  my grandfather.

I  don ' t  th ink i t ' s  pub l i shab le  the  way  i t  j s .  I  though t  I  wou ld  rewr i te  i t

and keep her name on ' i t .

Have you seen the  co l lec t ion?

I ' ve  seen  par ts  o f  i t .

I t ' s  a l l  i n  two  rooms now up  a t  the  C i t i zen 's  Na t iona l  Bank .

But nobody over there seems to know who Martin Amador was. I want to know

who he was and wh ich  o f  h is  descendants  gave the  co l lec t ion  to  NMSU.

I t  was  bough t  w ' i th  the  bu i ld ing  and  the  bu l ld ing  was  so ld  necessar i l y .  I t

be longed to  Mar t in  l campbe lT l .  He so ld  i t  and  re t i red  and went  to  Mex ico .

He was  in  ve ry  bad  hea l th .  Now I  don ' t  know whether  Mar t in ' i s  a l i ve  o r  no t .

He was a member of  the Rotary and he dropped out about three years ago and

went  to  the  hosp i ta l .

You ' re  no t  ta lk ' ing  about  the  f i rs t  Mar t in ,  a re  you?

No,  h is  g randson,  Mar t in  Campbe11.  I  was  a  good fp iend o f  h js  as  long as

we used to at tend every Wednesday at  the Rotary.

N:

tr.

N :
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N :

F :

Campbel 1 ,  now he's the one who sol  d the hotel  ?

h le l1 ,  he  so ld  i t  to  a  g roup up  here  who d idn ' t  pay  tha t  much down on i t ;

and they  went  ahead and d id  a  lo t  o f  recons t ruc t ion .  Then,  when the

contractor came around to get the money, they threw him out.  They

re fused to  pay  un t i l  Mar t in  had to  take  i t  back .  In  the  meant jme,  the

money he  had rece ived (he  had a l ready  gone to  M[x icoand l ived  fo r  a  year

down there) ,  he  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  pay  o f f  the  bank .  So the  th ing  was

sold for  the mortgage plus the amount due to the contractor and other

debts they'd run around town. They were in debt to the l iquor companys

for,  oh,  I  understand they had to pay for the l iquor that  they used for

f i ve  o r  s ix  months .  They  took  i t  over  and so ld  i t  to  the  C i t i zens  Bank.

The C ' i t i zens  Bank made bank  ou t  o f  i t .  The bos t  par t  o f  tha t  co l lec t jon

/The ganV saved /s inceT the  fu rn i ' cure  and every th ing  went  w i th  / the  sa1{ .

ldho was respons ib le  fo r  se l l  ing  i t  to  , the  bank?

We11,  Mar t in  Campbe l l .  When they  th rew i t  back  to  h ' im,  he  had the  mor t -

gage tha t  they 'd  taken ou t  on  i t - -he  had tha t  to  pay  p lus  a l l  the i r  debts .

He  d idn ' t  have  the  money ,  so  i t  was  so ld .  I  don ' t  know who a r ranged  i t ,

bu t  peop le  were  wor r ied  here ,about  what  migh t  happen to  i t .  Then the

Bank took  j t .  They  rebu i l t  the  who le  ins jde  fo r  a  bank  bu t  they  kept

the  ou ts ide  / the  same/ .  Then the  fu rn i tu re ,  d  lo t  o f  i t  was  ius t  junk ,

they  took  i t  up  here  to  the  o ld  convent .  One o f  the threeor  four  peop le

who are directors of  the recent ly- formed bank, they iust  bought a new

bank, was the man that bought ihe convent up there and they sold of f  a

lo t  o f  the  th ings .  I  went  up  there  pre t ty  we l l  a r ranged w i th  the  check-

book 'cause there were some thinqs that I  wanted to b ' id on, 6u!! -  I  found

out  tha t  ihose weren ' t  up  fo r  sa le .  Most  o f  the  s tu f f  they  had fo r  sa le

F :
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N :

was bedroom furn i tu re  and o ld and they  so ld  a l l  tha t  o f f .

They  d idn ' t  se l l  any th ing  va luab le ,  the  bank  kept  / those i temy ' .  They

havetwo rooms ups ta i rs  in  the  bank  tha t  a renr t  changed,  they  used those

for the museum. Next door to i t ,  on the corner bhey have another room

tha ' t ' s  reserved fo r  the  h is to r ica l  soc ' ie ty .  l l l e  now have a l l  our  f  igh t

s tu f f  papers  and every th ' ing  e lse  s to red  up  ' in  tha t . . . .

Th is  j s  now the  C j t i zens  Bank.  Now what  year  d id  a l l  th is  happen more

or  I  ess?

About  f i ve  years  ago.

Rea l ly ,  tha t  recent?  They 've  on ly  had the  Amador  Co l lecL ion  about  f i ve

years ?

0h,  i t  was  there  in  the  ho te l  a l l  ' the  t ime.  I t  was  sca t te red  a l l

th rough the  ho te l - -p ic tu res  and fu rn i tu re .  The ho te l  was  bu i l t  w i th  the

long rooms on bo th  s ides .  Then ups ta i rs  i s  a  long ha11 about  
. |20  

fee t ,

and they  had some o f  these on  exh ib i t .  I t  was  qu i te  an  a t t rac t jon  o f  the

hote l .  Bu t  when they  bought  i t ,  they  took  a l l  o f  the  bes t  th ings  tha t

they  had o f  h is to r ica l  o r  a r t i s t i c  va lue  and pu t  them jn  the  two rooms

and so ld  a l l  the  res t  o f  the  fu rn i tu re .  The fu rn i tu re  they  so ld  was no

loss  to  the  museum or  to  h is to ry .  I  bough t  a  l j t t l e  o f  i t ,  bu t  was  qu i te

d isappo in ted  because . . .we l l ,  I  wasn ' t  d i sappo in ted ,  I  was  g lad  tha t  they - -

that  th ings that were real ly va' luable were kept by the bank. Emmerich on

th is  s ide  bought  th is  p lace  up  here ,  th ' i s  deve lopment  and S inpson on  th ' i s

s ' ide down the road, they were two of  the or ig inal  organ' izers of

the  bank .

Do you remember where Martin Amador was from?

I  don ' t  know.  0n ly  by  t rad i t i on - -and  I  th ink  i t ' s  sound- - tha t  he  was  a

F :

N :

F :
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f re igh ter  tha t  f re igh ted  fo r  For t  F j l lmore .  Then he  mar r ied  a  g i r l  named

Ruiz  jn  Judrez  who probab ly  had p len ty  o f  cash.  He doesn ' t  appear  very

much jn  the  newspapers  and records  a t  a l l  un t i l  he  began to  b lossom out

abou t  the  m idd le  o f  the '70s .  He  and  ano ther  man had  a  s to re ,  and  he  ev ' i -

den t l y  d jd  a  lo t  o f  f re jgh t in ' .  He  had  a  lo t  o f  ho rses .  He  had  a  co r ra l

and leased horses .  That  was up  there .  H is  o ld  house was knocked down about

f i ve  o r  s i x  years  ago .  He  bu i l t  tha t  f i r s t .  He  had  a  s to re  in  S i l ve r  C i t y

and one down here .  Whether  he  ever  went  to  Kansas  C i ty  as  t rad i t ion  says

and  ran  a  f re igh t  1 ine ,  I  don ' t  know.

N:  Was  th is  poss ib ly  dur ing  the  '50s  o r  the '60s?

F:  No ,  th i s  was  dur ing  the '70s .  He  was  engaged  in  tha t  bus iness  bu t  he  rea11y

d idn ' t  appear  very  impor tan t  un t i l  the  midd le  o f  the  '70s .  Apparent ly  he

had been do ing  tha t  because he  was a  teamster  when he  f i rs t  came,  and I

th ink  he  was  in te res ted  in  horses  and  f re igh t ing  a l l  the  t ime .  Bu t  I  don ' t

know,  he  doesn ' t  appear  in  the  records  and there ' i s  no th ing  except  a  few

re ferences  ear l ie r in to  h js  l ' i fe  regard ing  horses .  He had tha t  cor ra l  .

Now,  I  don ' t  know whether  th js  i s  t rue ,  bu t  the  record ,  the  repet i t jon  is ,

bu t  i t ' s  on ly  o ra11y ,  tha t  when  they  were  a t  For t  F i l lmore ,  they  had  Amer i -

can horses that were no good out ' in th js country but were wanted very much

in Mexico for coach horses /6-ecause they wereT bigger.  And they had a rule

tha t  j f  you  owned your  own horse ,  you  cou ld  go  over  to  Santo  Tomds,  wh ' i ch

was  where  a l , l  t he  so ld ' i e rs  kep t  the i r  m js t resses ,  o r  to  Mes j l l a ,  wh ich  was

a rowdy p lace  where  they  had ba j les ,  o r  i f  you  wanted  to  be  respec tab le ,

you cou ld  go  to  Las  Cruces .  But  j f  you  had an  Amer jcan horse ,  Vou had to

pu t  i t  i n  the  s tab le - -you  cou ldn ' t  j us t  t i e  i t  ou t  and  have  i t  s to len .

Now,  tha t ,  I  have never  found ouL,  never  Seen j t  ac tua l l y  wr i t ten .  And

] ' la r t in  Anador  d ' i c ln ' t  do  any  wr i t ing  h imse l f .  Then,  in  '74 ,  I  know he had
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a s to re  here - -we l l ,  no t  he re  bu t  he  had  one  in  S f l ve r  C i t y  w i thapar tner

and  he  d id  some f re igh t ing  the re .  Bu t  he  never  appeared . . . . I  never . . . .

ac tua l l y  heard  about  Mar t in  Amador 's  t ra in .  A l l  the  o ther  t ra ins  they

kep t t racko f ,Vare ld , - ,andevery th inge1se ,bu t theynever

ment ioned Mar t fn  Amador  in  any  o f  the  repor ts .  And he  d idn ' t  own any

land.  0 f  course ,  there  was no  newspaper  a t  tha t  t ime except  in  Mes ' i l l a

and  i t  was  abou t  ' 74  o r '75  tha t  he  rea l l y  began  b lossoming  ou t  as  a

f  i rs t  ra te  c ' i t i zen  .  /T  7  mean f  i  rs t  ra te ,  bu t  I  ead i  ng  c ' i t i  zen

in  Las  Cruces .  He bu i l t  th is  house across  the  road tha t  was  ra ' i sed  about

1876  o r '77 .  Tha t  was  qu i te  we l l  pub l i c i zed  because  the  ed j to r  o f  the

Las Cruces paper, the 1-nip_!fq!L{e Repub l i can ,  boa rded  the re - -he  had  an

apartment in that  house. He gave a good deal  of  the story of  Mart fn

Amador.  He boarded at  the Amador residence not the hotel .

f{hat year was that now?

That  was ' in  the '80s ,  bu t  he  l the  ed i to r /  wen t  backwards  to .

a lot  of  reports about th ings that happened backwards.

He gave

N:  0h ,  I  see ,  So th is  i s  the  Rfo  G! "qndq Repub l igan?

F:  R io  Grande Repu l l  i can .  I  d idn ' t  f ind  l t la r t in  Amador  ment ioned in  the

Mes i l l a  papers  a t  a l l ,  wh ich  o f  course  a re  no t  comp le te .  He  apparen t l y

was more  in  S f lver  C i ty  and f re igh t ing .  I  knew he had a  f re igh t  to  Ch ihua-

hua ,  and  th is  descenden t  sa id  he  used  to  run  a  f re igh t  l i ne  to  Kansas ;

C i ty ,  bu t  I 'm rea l  doubt fu l  about  tha t .

D id  he  s ta r t  the  ho te l?

Yes.  He had a  ho te l  in  h is  house.  Before  tha t  t ime he  l i ved  on  a  house

at  the  corner  o f  Amador  and Ma ' in - - tha t ' s  h is  o ld  house.  i t  was  to rn  down

recent ly .  He used tha t  as  a  board jng  house fo r  a  wh j le .  Now he never  had

F :

N :
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N:

F :

a ' l i cense ;  o f  course ,  ho te ls  d idn ' t  need  a  J i cense .  He  never  had  a  l i quor

l i cense  o r  any th ing  e1se . . .doesn ' t  appear  in  the  records  a t  a l l .  He  was

a heavy  Repub l ican ,  a  Repub l ican  leader .  He bu j l t  tha t  house acnoss

the road where the hotel  ' is ,and then across f rom there,  Celso Amador owned

what  was then a  vacant  lo t ,  un t i l  recent ly .

Was tha t  h i  s  son?

I  don ' t  know what  the  re la t ion  o f  Ce lso  was.

He wasn 'L  Amador 's  son.  He was e i ther  a  b ro t

but he was about the same age as l '1art in.  They had this,  as you probably

read,  th is  t rans fer  o f  the  cour thouse f rom Mes i l la  to  They  pu l led  a

fas t  one  on  Mes i l l a - -  Fa lamon (? )  and  Sou thw ick  and  Bare la  and  those  peop le .

Lawyer Newcomb was elected state senator jn . |878. 
And they promised that,

They  had to  bu j ld  a  cour thouse and everybody in  Las  Cruces  sa ' id ,

"0h ,  yes ,  Mes i l l a  j s  the  p roper  p1ace .  I t ' s  a  b igger  town, "  and  so  fo r th .

Everybody res ted  qu ie t l y  un t j l  about  the  f i rs t  o f  January .  The leg is la tu re

met on the 4th.  About the lst  of  January Rynerson and Newcomb and var ious

other  peop ' le  jus t  d isappeared on  var ious  er rands .  0h ,  one o f  them was

go ing  to  Da l las ,  "0h  I 'm  go ing  th is  way , "  and  o ther  p ' l aces .  There 's  no

ment ion  o f  Santa  Fe.  0n  the  n igh t  o f  the  f i f th ,  f i r s t  day ,  Newcornb,  o f

course, knew his way around and Rynerson had been a senator before

they  knew the j r  way  around,  they  had the j r  bu lg ing  h ip  pockets .  News

came down that on the second day the county seat had been transferred to

Las  Cruces .

The  San ta  Fe  R ing  h i t  aga in .

We l l ,  i n  lB82  they  pu t  up  a  bond  i ssue ,  and  the  bond  i ssue  passed .  Bu t

Br is to l  was  pres ident  here  and they  had a  lo t  o f  po ten t  po l i t i c ians  in

1l1n
her

was Mar t in ' s  nephew. /

o r  a  cous in  o r  someth ing . :
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Mes i l l a - - they  th rew ou t  th ree . . .  As  usua l ,  they  th rew ou t  th ree  o f  the

prec inc ts  fo r  i r regu lan i t ies .  So they  took  the  case to  Br is to l .  They  pro-

tes ted  tha t  the  e lec t ion  wasnr t  lega l  because th ree  prec inc ts  had no t

been  a l lowed to  vo te  on  the  bond  i ssue .  And  Br i s to l  sa id ,  "Tha t ' s  r igh t ,

the  bond issue is  no  good. ' r  So  they  had to  pu t  i t  o f f  un t i l  la te  in

1884.  But  ' in  the  meant img the  peop ' le  in  Las  Cnuces  were  ho t  about  ge t t ing

tha t  cour thouse over  there  because there  was a l l  those peop le  coming down

from Tularosa. The United States Marshal  was a nephew of General  Sherman

(and though he  f ina l l y  le f t  the  s ta te  owing  about  $ . |0 ,000 to  everybody)

and  he  go t  the  good  idea . . . .  They  ius t  passed  th is  law regard ing  the

l4ormons- - tha t  you  cou ldn ' t  have more  than one w i fe  and i f  you  had one w i fe

you had to be marr ied to her.  So he went oven to Tularosa and arrested

prac t ica l ' l y  the  who le  town.  Nobody over  there  had been mar r jed .  Pro tes-

tan ts  l i ke  to  say ,  "0h  the  p r ies ts  charged  such . . , fees , ' t  f ,ees  tha t  they

cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  j t .  l l j e l l ,  tha t  wasn ' t  the  reason.  I t  was  fa  7  type  o f

imfamy to  be  mar r ied  and no t  g ive  a  f ies ta .  The f ies ta  i s  what  cos t  money.

I t  was  much be t te r  to  jus t  go  f i ve  together  as  the , cou l  d

af fo rd  i t .  So  he  had them a l l  a r res ted  and brought  over  here .  ln je l l ,  they

had to  s tay  here  two or  th ree  weeks . . .a  coup le  o f  weeks ,  because they  were

a l l  summoned on the  f i rs t  day  o f  cour t .  The cour t  las ted  a  coup le  o f  weeks ,

and Las Cruces wanted that.  So they went over one t ' ime and the courthouse

had been 1ega11y moved.  They  took  a l l  the  records  and s to red  them over

a t  Ascara te 's  house,  wh ' i ch  was to rned down before  the . . .  Then they  had to

have  a  cour thouse  so  they  go t  Mar t in  to  take  a . . . . . i t  was  apparen t l y  ius t

a  l i t t l e  co r ra l  w i th  an  ou ts ide  wa l l .  Now tha t  was  in  1883 .  Th is  ho te l

does  no t  go  back  la te r  than tha t .  The newpaper  was watch jng  Mar t in ;  they
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had a  no t ice  about  Mar t fn  Amador 's  p rogress iveness  and h is  repub l ican

sp' i r i t .  They needed to raise some money to help pay for the hotel  so they

cou ld  have  an  l8B3  cour t  the re .  He  d id ,  and ' i t  cos t  h im $2 ,000 '  Bu t  you

know,  the  en thus ' iasm' is  hard  to  conver t  in to  cash,  and they  cou ' ld  on ' l y

co l lec t  $ZOO.  I  fo rge t  whether  i t cos t  $2 ,000 or  $4 ,000.  But  he  go t  i t

back,  because next door to h ' im La Point  had the saloon'

Lawrence La Point?

yes .  He bu i l t  the  house on  Church  St ree t  and t raded i t  to  Lawrence La

Po in t  fo r  the  sa loon.  In  those days ,  when the  cour t  came in ,  a t  leas t

four  o r  f i ve  peop le  f rom ou l  o f  town wou ld  come in  and se t  up  sa loons

because tha t  was  the  pr inc ipa ' l  rec rea t ion .  Three or  four  o rgan ' i za t jons

wou ld  come over  to  he lp  main ta in  the  lawyers  and the  var ious  o ther  peop le .

He had the saloon r ight  next to the courtroom. I f  you were in a hurry or

i f  you  had been a  w ' i tness  on  the  hear ing '  you  cou ld  ius t  wa lk  across- -

there  wasacour tyard  on  the  o ther  s ide .  He had i t  pa in ted  in  wh ' i te '  then

had i t  pa ' in ted  as  though ' i t  were  made o f  s tone,  bu t  the  io in ts  were  ius t

pa in ted  on .  A  p ic tu re  appeared ' in  the  paper  jn  . |883 
somet ime,  and the

cour t  was  he ld  the re .  They  d idn ' t  ge t  the  cour thouse  bu i l t ' t i l  
. | 884 '

/-Tn9/next year.

what year do you recal l  Mart fn Amador died?

i t  was  a f te r  
. |900 .

About

We l l ,

/PAUSV

( r ead ing ) : Rio  Grande Repub l ' i can ,  sep tember  3 ,  
. |892 .  

"Jac jn to  Armi io  and

Mart in Amador were two candidates for  Probate Judge in 
. |875. 

The Las

Cruces  Band was present  and rendered some exce l len t  mus ic .  The occas ion

of  1hemeet ' ing  was he ' lped ou t  by  the  f requent  f  i r ing  o f  anv j l s .  Amador ,
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of  course ,  had the  bes t  o f  the  d iscuss ion .  The most  p ' leasant  fea ture  o f

the  even ing  was the  mus ic  fu rn ished by  the  band. "  l laughter / .

Armi jo  was one o f  the  earJy  se t t le rs  here .  He was a  Repub l ican  po l j t j c jan .

No, he was a Democrat.  No, Amador was the Democrat at  that  t ime'

They  sure  d ' id  sw i tch  back  and fo r th .  (Read ing) :  B ig  Grande Repub l ' i can '

June  13 , ]885 .  "Amador  i s  p lann ing  to  make  a  f i r s t  c lass  ho te l  add ing  a

second story.  There wi l l  be about for ty rooms."

F :  Yes .  I t  was  on ly  one s to ry  then and they  he ld  the  cour thouse- there .  Then

afterwards he put on a second story and made a hotel  of  i t .  I t  was used

f i r s t  as  a  p r i va te . . . .he  leased  su i tes  in  the re .

N:  I t  says  here  in  the  R io  Grande Repub l ican :  "The new cour thouse ready  fo r

d is t r j c t  cour t  March  24 ,  1884. "  (Read ing) :  R io  $ ra-&g Repub l  i can ,  Apr i l

B ,1882 .  "Don  Mar t in  has  pu t  on  a  hack  be tween Las  Cruces  and  Mes i l l a  fo r

75  cents  round t r ip ,  wh ich  was exorb i tan t  fo r  a  th ree-n t i1e  t r ip . '

Yes ,  you  see the  cour t  was  s t i l l  over  there  / in  Mes i l laZ .  He pu t  on  the

hack  so  tha t  peop le  cou ld  ge t  back  and fo r th  ins tead o f  hav ' ing  to  s tay  in

Mesi l la.  As a natter of  fact ,  rnostof  thenr stayed in Las Cruces anyway--

I t les i l la  was  no  p lace  fo r  a  decent  lawyer .

(Read ing  aga jn ) :  R io  Grande Repub l  i can ,  June 5 ,  
. |886 .  

" l ' l a r t in  Amador

purchased the  res idence o f  Lawrence La  Po in t  whfch  ad io ined h is  ho te l

p roper ty .  He is  a lso  ar rang ing  to  pump water  w i th  a  la rge  tank  ar ranged

on the  upper  f loor  o f  h js  ho te l  by  horsepowen to  supp ly  the  es tab l i shment

and serve as f  i re protect ; l ' ,0n.  "

That  was the  f i rs t  water  sys tem and f i re  p ro tec t ion  they  had in  Las  Cruces .

He used a horse on a t readm' i l  1 .

/a I  fare of  20 cents.  This is a great improvement of  50 cents one way or
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January  B ,  
. |887,  

R io  Grande Repub l icqn .  "The Amador  Hote l  i s  the  la rges t

bu i ld ing  in  town- -70  fee t  on  Second St ree t  and 
' |40  

fee t  on  Water  S t ree t . ' l

R io_  Grande Repub l ican ,  November  20 ,  
, |889 .  

"Mar t in  Amador  rece jved ap-

po ' in tment  as  Deputy  Marsha l  fo r  the  Church  d is t r i c t .  February  lB '  lSB l

he  was  e lec ted  p res iden t  o f  a  pub l j c  schoo l  assoc ia t ion ' "

He was the  one who organ ized th is .

yes,  I  remember reading about i t .  They have p' ictures of  the Amador hotel

August  23 ,1890- -He was Deputy  Un i ted  Sta tes  Marsha l ,  accord ing  to  the

Rio  Grande Repub l ican .

He was never  sher i f f .

Never  sher i f f .  He was about  the  on ly  one up  here  who wasn ' t .

He was Treasurer  and probab ly  a  iudge,  bu t  never  a  sher j f f .  He d idn ' t

have the  es tab l j shment - -you had to  be  a  merchant .  He d ied  a f te r  
. |9 . |0 .

D jd  he  s ta r t  a l l  t h j s  co l lec t ' i on ,  I  mean,  w ' i th  any  purpose  o r  ius t . . .

0h,  they were gathered here and there.  Some of them I ,  i  f  you found two

or  th ree  ar t ' i c les ,  I 'd  take  a  7 ! -enc i l /  and  labe l  ther ' r  Amador ;  o 'cherw jse '

i t  jus t  appears  i f  somebody e lse  v ' las  the  most  impor tan t  po jn ts  o f  event .

F :

N :

F :

N :

F :

N :

F :

You say  h i  s  b ro ther  Ce l  so .  .  .  .

I  don ' t  know wha b  Ce l  so  was.

took over the hotel  af ter  h is death?

No,  no .  He kept  i t  up .  And then /There  was/  t f r i s  fe l low

who d ied  here  on ly  e igh t  o r  ten  years  ago,  /h tcame jn  as

was sor t  o f  a  t rave l ing  bus inessrnan and he  was head c le rk

named Campbel 1

a  c l  e r k .  He

a t  t he  ho te l .

He mar r ied  Amador 's  daughter .

Now he was named Campbel l  and his f i rst  name was Mart in,  too?

No,  Mar t in  i s  the  son .
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Mart in Campbel l  was the son of  the f i rst  f f ran{ Campbel ' l  who nnrr ied

Amador rs  daughter?

Yes.  Now what  was h is  name? I  knew h im very  weJJ ,  he  was sor t  o f  a

charac ter .  Campbe l l  had. . .  H is  w i fe  was very  a r t i s t i c  and she ga thered

a lo t  o f  th ings  together .  That  was  Mar t fn  Amador 's  daughter .  0 f  course

they  were  the  lead ' ing  c i t i zens .  And a  coup le  o f  the  p ic tu res  were  pa jn ted

in  the '80s .  The  one  I  pa r t i cu la r l y  wan ted ,  I  knew i t  was  pa in ted  in  the

'80s  because  the  on ly  bu i ' l d ' i ngs  l , l es to f  the . . . were  the  new hote l ,

the  ra j lnoad s ta t ion  wh ' i ch  was bu i l t  ' i n  '8 . l ,  and  the  o ld  cour thouse

wh ich  was  bu i l t  i n  1884 .

What was her name, do you recal l  that?

Ade l ina . /  Somewhere  in  thene I  have the  names and l i s ts  o f  a l l  o f  h is

ch i ld ren . . .  They  had two ch i ld ren .  One o f  them was a  dancer .  She taught

my o ldes t  daughter  ba l le t - - tha t  must  have been jn  the  th i r t ies .  Then she

fe ] l  in  love  w i th  a  lumberman.  He dec ided she wasn ' t  we l l  enough educated

to  ge t  a round in  h is  soc ie ty  so  he  sent  her  to  schoo l  two years .  I  don ' t

know whether  i t  was  a  un ivers i ty  o r  a  f in ish ' ing  schoo l  .  Then she d ' ied

in  Spa in .  rCampbe l l  had to  go  there- -someth ing  about  her  es ta te .  Apparent ly

she had inher i ted  a  t remendous amount  o f  jewe l ry  f rom her  husband.  I  th jnk

Mart fn went over too.  He was over there a year and a hal f  t ry ing to get

tha t  es ta te  se t t l ed .  She  d ied  in  Ma l lo rca . . .  :Her  wedd ing  was  qu i te  an

event ,  i t  was  dur ing  proh ' ib j t jon .  And the  Mennon i tes  Dunkards  had sent

two men down with the idea of  buying for a colony the Heder Ranch, iust

above To luco ,  wh jch  has  600 acres .  The.y  s tayed a t  the  Amador  Hote l .  Wel l '

they  had g jnger  a le  and g in  to  ce lebra te  the  wedd ' ing .  I  wasn ' t  there ,  bu t

N:

t r . LT{  began w i ih  a  "A" .  /Ac tua l l y ,  i t  was  Cor ina .  Feather  i s  th ink ing o f
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Si r  Aus t in  to ld  me abou t  i t .  They  had  the  g r in  in  g inger  a ' l e  bo t t les .

Thatrs the way i t  came from the st i l l .  They sometimes /_Ao'31'  mixed / :u{ ,

l r lhen they /Though{ they had a mixture of  g inger a1e and giq theyrd have

two. . . . rea l1y  m ix ing  two  g ins .  The  uproar  was  a t  i t s  he igh t ,  everybody

was en joy ing  themse lves ,  when these two bearded peop le  appeared look ing

over  the  ra i1 ,  ho r r i f i ed ,  abso lu te ly  hor r i f i ed .  And  they  d idn ' t  even

spend ihe rest  of  the n ' ight  fner{ .  They managed to get out of  town that

n igh t ;  they  d idn ' t  want  to  come to  th is  count ry ,  and Heder  d id  no t  se l l

h ' i s  ranch to  them.

But  any  acc ident  go ' ing  in  where ' i t  happened s topped a t  the  Amador

Hote l .  I t  deserved the  reputa t ion .  S i r  Aus t in  was there .  He was a  feed

buyer  f rom a  Connect icu t  f i rm.  He came home one n igh t  and he  smel led

smoke--somebody in one of  the second f loor rooms had gone to bed srnoking

a c igare t te  and h ' i s  mat t ress  was smou lder ing- -so  he  ca l led  the  n igh t

c le rk .  He go t  in ,  and when the  smoke go t  th inner ,  they  took  the  burn ing

mat t ress  and th rew i t  ou t  o f  the  second s to ry  w ' indow.  h le l1 ,  there  was

awning  on  the  f i rs t  s to ry  w indows,  i t  was  the  one tha t  faced the  cana1,

and ' ins ide  was a  lady  who was s tay ing  here  because she had a  nervous  d is -

order .  She sudden ly  woke up  and saw th is  f i re  jus t  ou ts ide  her  w indow,

and she went  in to  hys ter ics ,  so  they  rushed jn  to  a id  her .  The cana l  was

an open cana l  then.  They  took  the  mat t ress  and a l l  th js  o ther  s tu f f  burn-

ing  and th rew ' i t  in  the  cana l ,  wh ich  was fu l l  o f  water .  lS jnce  the  canaV

was ful l  of  water,  /The mattresV f loated down unt i ' l  i t  got  to the br idge

tha t ' s  on  the  s ide  o f  the  cour thouse- -a  wooden br idge covered w i th  ta r : -

there  i i  lodged and se t  the  br idge on  f i re .  / faughterT

But  he  was good.  He had a  lo t  o f  horses .  in  188{when the  r i ver
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submenged the  tnacks  ( thene 's  a  good ar t i c le  wr i t ten  on  tha t  by  Mrs .

McFee who was then 40 years old and her father was a very prominent lawyer

here  and a  t rus tee  o f  the  co l lege) ,  the  ra i l roadca, rswent  o f f  the  t racks .

t , r |e l ' I ,  they sent a rescue train wi th an engine and two or three cars to

rescue i t ,  and i t  went  o f f  the  t racks ,  too .  They  d idnr t  have any  more

eng ines .  They  on ly  had two eng ' ines .  Th is  was a  branch l ine  nunn ing

through E1 Paso;  the  main  l ine  runs  up  around S i lver  C i ty .  An eng ine  cos t

$ . l0 ,00q so  they  wanted  the i r  eng ine  back  and ' i t  was  s tuck  in  the  qu icksand.

They  f ina l l y  found  i t ,  l oca ted ' i t  w i th  rods  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  r i ve r

and about  l6  o r  18  fee t  deep.  Mar t fn  Amador  took  the  iob  o f  ra is ing  i t .

He had some long po les  cu t  there  about  12  by  16  and 20  fee t  long  and used

tho se po les  and he  ,had p len ty  o f  horses  ] to  pu1[ .  They  ra ised

the  eng ine  up .  That  $ . |0 ,000-eng ine  was s l ' i gh t l y  damaged,  bu t  they  pa id

h im $ . | ,000.  That  was when he  bu i l t ,  f i xed ,  tha t  pa t l '0 .  They  have a  w jde

gate.  The hotel  used at  least  one of  those beams and made

to  pu t  above the  doorway.  They ' re  s t i l l  there .  Every  once in  a  wh i le

somebody  w i l l  f i nd . . .6_7  p ' low w i l l . . . unear th  some d i r t  and  they '11  f ind

a freight car under there.  They want to know where that f re ight car came

f rom.  Wel l ,  you  know the  ra ' i l road was so  removed,  WdV up the  d is t r i c t .

They  d idn ' t  bo ther  about  tak ing  ou t  the  f la t  cars - - they  weren ' t  wor th

But  you know,  when a  fo re ' igner  d ied ' in  th js  count ry ,  and he  had no

he i rs  in  th i s  coun t ry ,  every  Repubf i c  o f f i c ja l  was  ca l led  to  the  feas t .

Amador was Probate Judge when this Frenchman, who owned those two br ick

bu ' i ld jngs  on  the  corner  o f  the  P laza ,  d ied  qu i te  wea l thy .  They  had some

land,  lT rom th ' i s  es ta te / - - they  so ld  the  res t  o f  the  s tu f f  o f f ,  and he

$ l ,OOO,  bu t . . .  They  s t ' i l l  l appea l / .  He  was  a  leader  in  mos t  every th ing .
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appo in ted  h is  son bookkeeper  fo r  the  land ( i t  was  on1y . . . . th i r ty  on  fo r ty

acres)  a t  a  sa ' la ry  o f  $60 a  month- - ius t  fo r  keep ing  the  books  a l l  month .

Tha t  was  p ro tes ted ,  and  the  d is tn ic t  cour t  ru led  tha t ' i t  wasn ' t  va l id ,

tha t  i t  was  excess ive ,  $ . |0  wou ld  have been p len ty .  But  a f te rwards ,  / * in "W

took  i t  to  a  h igher  cour t .  And then probab ly ,  I  th ink  tha t  peop le  thought

tha t  we l l ,  Amador  deserved tha t  much,  so  they  res tored  i t .  He co l lec ted ,

F{  was a l l  the  land was wor th  a f te r  a  year .  But  tha t  happens,  tha t  was

common prac t ice .
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