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CHRIS FOX

M:  Th is  i s  an  0ra l  H is to ry  in te rv iew w i th  Mr .  Chr is  Fox  o f  the  Sta te  Nat iona l

Bank in  E l  Paso,  Texas ,  January  the  22nd,1976.  In te rv iewing  is  Oscar  J .
/

Mart' inez .

Mr .  Fox ,  the  focus  o f  th is  in te rv iew w i l l  be  the  re la t ions  be tween E l  Paso

and C iudad Ju{ rez .  Go ing  back  h is to r ica l l y ,  wou ld  you summar ize  fo r

me the var ious roles that  you have played, the var ious jobs that you have

he ld  in  E l  Paso,  tha t  have a  bear ing  on  these re la t ions?

Having been born here,  my relat ions wi th Jua'rez started out in ear ly

boyhood days when my parents,  wi th my s ' is ter  and mysel f ,  used to go to

JuJrez and vis i t  f r iends on Sunday af ternoons. I t  started about then,

I  guess. 0f  course, they've al ' l  gone on to their  eternal  rewards by now,

but  tha t ' s  my f i rs t  beg inn ing .  Then I  was  ra jsed here  w i th  them;  I  g rew

up with the Mexican people,  went to school  wi th them. Our I  ives have

been interwoven always. And those who have been in the middle walk of

l i fe  such as  myse l f ,  I  l i ke  them very ,  very  much.  They ' re  good f r iends ,

they ' re  so l id  f r i ends .  Bu t  the  upper  eche lon  o f  po l i t i ca l  l i f e  and  those

who have acquired a wide amount of  the earthly goods, I  don' t  have very

much to do with them because we have l j t t le jn common. Do you want to

begin the extent of  that  quest ion? I t  goes back to on up af ter  I  graduated

f rom E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l ;  Wor ld  War  I  came a long.  0 f  course ,  those o f

us who were robust and able went ' in the Service to "save the wor ld for

the Democrats."  0f  course, the say' ing was at  that  t ime "To save the

world for  democracy."  Af ter  that  I  had been working at  learning my trade

as a mach' in ist  and auto mechanic.  I  marr ied and went to work for  the
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Popular Dry Goods Company. [There were] occasions when I  would have

bus iness  over  in  Jua ' rez  in  beha l f  o f  the  Popu lar .

What  k ind  o f  bus iness?

[ , ' Ie l l ,  merchand ise  hand l ing ,  cus toms,  and o ther  re la ted  i tems l i ke  tha t .

La ter  on ,  I  was  in  the  t rans fer r ing  and hau l ing  bus iness  and heavy

mach inery  mov ing .  But  we cou ldn ' t  do  any  bus iness  over  there  because

of  the i r  regu la t ions- -Amer ican t rucks  can ' t  go  over  there  and de l i ver

M:

F :

M:

F .

M:

F :

M:

F :

merchand ise .  But ,  in te res t ing ly  enough,  the i r  t rucks  can come

and de l i ver  merchand ise .  t , . le l l  n  tha t ' s  another  s to ry .

When were you elected sher i f f?

1932. I  ret i red in 1941-42.

on  the  semi -o f f i c ia l  s ide .  I

they knew me; and we enjoyed a

t imes when i t  wasn ' t  so  good.

Many those re la t ions

knew a number of  Mexican

good assoc ia t ion .  But

We had to take care of

over nere

were very pl easant

o f f i c ia l s  and

then there were

th ings  as  they

A di f ferent tar i f f  system.

Yeah.  Jus t  [ l i ke ]  the  fe l low says ,  "Tha t ' s  the  way  i t ' s  go ing  to  be , "  and

tha t ' s  the  way i t  was .  Then I  was  e lec ted  Sher i f f  and I  had lo ts  o f  re -

la t ions  w i th  them then.

o

a

came a long.

Could you tel l  me about some of the t imes when relat ions were not so good?

l , r le l l ,  you  ment ioned casua l ly  about  hav ing  seen someth ing  in  the  Consu lar

F i les  in  Wash ing ton .  A long about  
. |934 

or  '35 ,  the  car -s tea l ing  racket

here  in  E l  Paso go t  to  be  as t ronomica l  in  i t s  p ropor t ions .  You cou ld

p' lace an order for  a certain model ,  certain color,  certa ' in sty le in

Torre6n, and in a matter of  a week or ten days you'd have i t  del ivered to

you. I t  got  where everybody was on my back. The pol ice department

wasn ' t  i nvo lved  in  th i s ,  o f  course ,  a l though  the  the f ts  took  p lace  in
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M:

F :

the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  in  the  c i ty  l im i ts .  But  those were  very  t ry ing

t imes,  and we cou ldn ' t  ge t  any  re l ie f  over  in  JuJrez .  Jus t  too  many

peop le  were  invo lved;  you  can ' t  take  a  car  o f f  the  s t ree ts  o f  E l  Paso

and run i t  over to Jr / .u,  and get a Mdxico l icense for i t  wi thout any

papers.  And you cou' ldn' t  t ransport  i t  to Torreo'n wi th any degree of

success because there were pract ical ly no roads except one, and that

had two customs ports of  entnies on i t .

So what you're say' ing is that  there was a lot  of  cooperat ion there wi th

the  border  o f f i c fa ls .

A  lo t  o f  coopera t ion .  Those peop le  over  there  have a  very  good,  in te l l i -

gent system. I  would say that the Mexican po' l ice of f ic ia ls and pro-

secut ing  o f f i c ia ls  have perhaps  a  be t te r  in te l l igence connect ion  w i th

the i r  o f f i c ia ls  than they  do  in  th is  count ry ,  They  know jus t  what rs  go ing  on  in

de iwo ids .  F ina l l y  i t  go t ,  as  I  sa id  a  wh i le  ago ,  ius t  p rac t i ca l l y  un-

bearable.  One even' ing I  was bemoanjng my fate to my mother (my father

d ied)  who came up to  have d inner  w i th  us .  In  her  ear l ie r  years ,  she  and

my father had been transferred over to Cananea, Mdxico by the firm

he worked for--(Fakauei , Zork and Moye (now the Zork Hardware Compf,ny).

He became acquainted with a man by the name of Abelardo Rodr/guez who

worked for one of  the mining companies there.  They had become very

attracted to each othern and many an evening he spent wi th them--his

fami ly l ived over on the west coast.  They had dinner together;  one

thing and another.  So my mother asked me how I  was gett ing along and

I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  i t ' s  m iserab le ,  bu t  tha t ' s  the  way  i t  i s . "  She  sa id ,

" I f  you  can ' t  ge t  any  he lp  here ,  why  don ' t  you  wr i te  to  our  o ld  f r iend?

He's now President of  Mdxico--Abelardo Rodr{guez."  I ,Jel l ,  I  d idn' t

know Abelardo Rodrlgr" ,  was an old f r iend of  theirs.  But,  "any port
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M:

tr .

M :

t r .

M .

F :

M:

F :

in a storm." So the next morning I  went back to the of f ice and wrote

h im a  le t te r  [g iv ing  h im]  g ree t ings  f rom my mother  and adv is ing  h im

that my father had passed away several  years before,  and'  as I  say,  what

was go ing  on  and who was invo lved.

0h ,  you  knew who was invo lved?

Yeah, over here.  Sure.

In Judrez?

In JuJrez.  I  named names, [ there was] no need to hold them back. And

as I  stated previously,  I  never was too sure that our American Consul  over

there was on our team because he always seemed to th ink that  we should

leave th ings  a lone.  So,  lo  and beho ld ,  about  3  weeks  la te r  a  Federa l

Distr ict  at torney in Judrez came in my of f ice and asked me why I  d id

tha t  to  h im.  I  sa id ,  "D id  what  to  you?"  He sa id ,  "You go t  me f i red .  I 'm

d isgraced. "  I  sa id ,  " I 'm sor ry  to  hear  about  tha t ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  unexpected .

You should have been out of  there a long t ime ago."  Pret ty soon i t  was

the same story from the Commanding General over there and the Chief of

Pol ice and a few other people that  got f i red out of  there.

Rodr iguez  c leaned house?

He took care of  the s i tuat ion very nicely.  And we never had another

s to len  car  fo r  2 ,30  4  years  tha t  went  in to  M6x ico .

About how many cars were being stolen at  that  t ime?

About  2  a  n igh t ;  3  a  n igh t  somet imes.

How long  d id  the  s i tua t ion  las t ,  tha t  c r i s i s?  When was  i t?

Tha t  was  abou t  f rom '33  to  ' 37 .  As  I  say ,  then  we d idn ' t  have  any

t roub le  fo r  abou t  2 ,3 ,4  years .  Bu t  then ,  by  gosh ,  i t  b roke  ou t

again.  So we didn' t  have any Abelardo Rodr{gu",  as President-- I  for-

get who was--but i t  doesn' t  make much di f ference in th ' is  instance. So

everywhere we went,  we bumped our heads against  something. I  had a good
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fr iend in the Pol ice Department over there;  he told me the score several

t imes. He didn' t  know what he could do or what could be done. So, t^te

came up with the idea that the interests of  our people came f i rst ;  and

we tr ied something. In that  day and t ime, Vou and I  would have to carry

papers showing that we were the owners of  the vehic les we were dr iv ing--

our ownership paper.  So on a Fr iday af ternoon ( I  forget iust  exact ly

what  year  i t  was) ,  we pu t  a  coup le  o f  men a t  the  Santa  Fe St ree t  Br idge,

a  coup le  a t  the  Stan ton  St ree t  Br idge,  and a  coup le  a t  the  Zaragosa Br idge.

Every car that  came up, we asked the owner,  "We'd l ike to see your

dr iver ' s  l i cense. "  Very  few o f  them had them wi th  them.  Pre t ty  soon

the  word  go t  a round.  h le  had t ra f f i c  s tacked up  to  Mount  Frank l in . (0hhh my: )  The

American Consul was all over ny back and the Mayor said that we were

r ipp ing  good ne ighbor  re la t ions  to  p ieces .  And I  sa id ,  "Wel1 ,  tha t ' s

al l  r ight .  I t  has to work both ways. Maybe we can get our f r iends over

there to take some interest  in th is.  There's some good folks over there

that keep me informed and I  pret ty wel l  know what 's going on."  So we

kept  tha t  on  Fr iday  a f te rnoon,  Fr iday  n igh t ,  a l l  day  Saturday ,  a l l  Sa tur -

day  n igh t ,  a l l  Sunday,  a l l  Sunday n igh t .  Monday morn ing  about  l l :00  I

had a cal l  f rom the governor of  Texas (he was the boss of  the Sher i f fs '

you know) te l l ing me that the American Consul  here had gotten in touch

with the American Embassy in Mdxico Ci ty and prevai ' led upon them to get

in touch with our State Department in Washington. The State Department

met wi th people f rom the Mexican Embassy and recommended that th is em-

bargo be rel ieved and assure that the unsat isfactory s j tuat ion that had

been going on would be no more. So there was noth' ing te i t - to Uo Uut

to pul l  i t  of f ,  and the rest  of  the years that  I  was in the Sher i f f 's

Depar tment  (up  t i l l  ' 42)  we d idn ' t  have any  more  prob lems.  So '  tha t

was an unpleasant relat ionship in a way; but I  made some good fr iends

and I  st i l l  hear f rom them in M{xico and Torredn and Monterrey.  [There
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was] one Mexican Consul  here who was very much upset about i t .  He got

a l l  wound up  and sa id  he  wanted  to  cha l lenge me to  a  due l ,  f laughter ]

What  mot iva ted  h im to  cha l lenge you?

Wel l ,  he  was w i th  the  f i rs t  c rew;  he  go t  the  sack ,  too .  I  fo rgo t  to

ment ion i t .  When [Rodr i /guezl  f i red the rest  of  them, wel l ,  he got the

bucket ,  too .  He was a  corone l .

M:  Now th ' i s  i s  the  Mex ican Consu l?

F:  Yes .  1929.  I ' l l  have to  say  th is  fo r  h im:  He s tood up  fo r  h is  own peop le .

M:  You  rea l l y  shook  th ings  up .

F :  0h ,  yeah .  Bu t  we  had  to  do  someth ing .  I  mean,  i t s 'n i ce  to  pa laver

around and to have everybody love you, but i t 's  much better to be respected.

So we got that  job done. I t  lef t  a few scars.  Then there was another

inc ident  where  there  was a  chap named Je f f  Meers .  Th is  was in  '33 .  H is

fa ther  had been k i l led  in  the  Southern  Pac i f i c  JH&SA payro l l  ho ld -up .

He was a  guard .  Je f f  was  in  h igh  schoo l  ,  a  l  i t t le  o lder ,  and mamied.

[He d' id]  too much dr inking and over in Judrez one night some character

in  a  bar  there  jok ing ly  sa id ,  "There 's  the  fe l low tha t  k i1 led  your  fa ther . "

Jef f  took a couple of  more dr inks,  I  guess, and went out and got him a

p is to l  and shot  the  fe l low.  And i t  wasn ' t  the  man a t  a l l .  So  they  very

prompt ly t r ied him and sentenced him to death,  but  they got that  commuted

to  l i fe  impr isonment .  They  took  h im down to  the  pen i ten t ia ry  in  Ch ihuahua

where he stayed for a number of  years.  This preceeded my t ime as Sher i f f .

One of  the men that was involved was hung down at  Huntsvi l le.  They were

al l  f rom JuJrez and worked over here.  Another one also was sentenced to

death ,  bu t  they  sa id ,  " lnJe l l ,  we ' l ' l  commute  h is  sentence to  l i fe  impr ison-

ment i f  you' l l  do the same for Meers,"  which they did.  But his mother-

in - law a l l  th is  t ime had been t ry ing  to  ge t  h im out  o f  there  and back
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t r .

over  in  th is  count ry .  And f ina l l y  I  was  success fu l l y  (and I  say  th is

w i th  due modesty - - I  had qu i te  a  b i t  o f  he lp )  ab le  to  ge t  h im out  o f

the peni tent iary and back over here.  But he didn' t  stay marr ied very

long;  he  go t  a  d ivorce  and went  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  don ' t  know where  h is

w i fe  went .  She mar r ied  aga in  and h is  wonder fu l  mother - in - law d ied  la te r

on. So that was another exper ience, but that  was a pleasant one.

How were you able to get him out?

I  got  some fr iends working down there and said,  "We've got a man in our

ja i l .  He 's  no t  do ing  any th ing  bu t  ge t t ing  fa t .  You 've  go t  one  o f  ou rs

down in  your  p lace  do ' ing  the  same th ing .  I t ' s  a  s ta lemate .  I t ' 3  s tup id

both  ways .  E i ther  send the  fe l low to  your  i s land co lony  or  le t ' s  make a  swap. "  t , le ' |1 ,

t f rev saiO t f r i t  the digni ty of  the state would be badly blemished i f  they

did such a th jng, even to become what they cal l  a causgcdtbUre (celebrated

cause) .  But ,  anyhow,  [ i t ]  took  care  o f  the  s i tua t ion i  i t  worked ou t .

Nowadays we have lots of  problems with Americans who are in the Mexican

jai ls for  many problems, most of  them hav' ing to do with drugs. I^Jould

that be a reasonable solut ion to that--one way of  get t ing some of those

people over here,  would you say?

I  don ' t  know.  l , ' l e  don ' t  have many Mex icans  in  our  ja i l s  o r  pen ' i ten t ia r ies ,

when you stop to th ink about i t .  Those of  ours that  got in t rouble down

in M6xico knew very wel l  what the Mexican laws were; they should.  They

asked fo r  i t ,  and  they ' re  ge t t ing  i t .  They  d idnr t  p romise  them any

comforts of  home. They're screaming about how di f f icul t  the Mexican

ja i l s  a re  and th is ,  tha t  and the  o ther .  Wel l ,  tha t  doesn ' t  sound bad

to  me.  That ' s  the  way i t ' s  supposed to  be  when you ' re  in  ja i l !  So  tha t ,

I  don ' t  th ink ,  i s  any th ing  fo r  us  to  concern  ourse lves  about  very  much.

0f  course, the parents and wives and others of  those that are in that

M:

t r .
t .
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ja i l  down there ,  I 'm sure ,  wou ldn ' t  fee l  tha t  way  about  i t .

What other part icular cases of  that  type stand out in your mind?

Later on when I was General Manager of the Chamber of Commerce, we

used to  have our  l i t t le  p rob lems;  bu t ,  you  see,  we ' re  go ing  back  to  a

t ime in my boyhood. There was no immigrat ion or customs business down

here; we just  went back and forth and we were al l  one set-up. But as

t ime has gone on and society has become more compl icated, and more

people are interested in social  problems and foul ing them up than we

used to  have,  na tura l l y  we have more  prob lems.  We 've  go t  more  peop le !

We have more people interpret ing the laws di f ferent ly.  But in the Chamber

of Commerce i t  was usual ly commercial  problems that we resolved without

any great amount of  t rouble on ei ther s ide.  The Mexicans over there are

smarter than we are.  They don' t  worry about [having] to take act iono they

take i t .  They donrt  stop and palaver and worry and have many meet ings

about  whether  i t ' s  go ing  to  in ju re  us  or  no t ,  o r  be  to  our  1 ik ' ing  or

this,  that  and the other.  They're to be commended for i t .  Their  f i rst

a l leg iance is  to  Mdx icoo to  the i r  peop le ,  to  the i r  c i t y .  I f  i t  a f fec ts

us  adverse ly ,  we l lo  tha t ' s  jus t  un for tunate .  They  d idn ' t  c rea te  the

si tuat ion over there in the f i rst  p lace. So their  Chamber of  Commerce,

in my t ime there,  went on qui te wel l .  We were successfu ' l  in gett ing

some roads  bu ' i l t , jn  ge t t ing  the  road bu j l t  to  Mdx ico  C i ty .  Jok ing ' l y

i t  was said that  that  road was paved with about 5 quarts of  whiskey per

mi le .  I t  p robab ly  was.  But  those years  were  a l l  r igh t .  We never  seem

to have anything of  a ser ious nature happen as long as we get wel l  de-

ve loped,  mature  peop ' le  ana lyz ing  the  s i tua t ion .

What  d id  you mean,  "F ive  quar ts  o f  wh iskey  per  mi le "?

0h, we used to do a lot  of  entertaining. We traveled from here to Mdxico

City and the intervening points,  t ry ing to get the Governors to get

M:

F :
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go ing  on  i t ,  you  know-- to  a l loca te  some o f  the i r  road funds  to  th is

par t i cu la r  p ro jec t .  So  i t  was  jus t  a  mat te r  o f  en ter ta in ing-

M: The El Paso Chamber of Commerce?

F: Yes.

M: What years did th is cover when you were President?

F :  '  42  to '50 .

M: As far as you can remember, has the Chamber of Commerce here and the

Chamber of Commerce in Ciudad JuJrez always had a Committee on International

Re la t ions ,  such as  they  have now? Is  tha t  fa i r l y  new?

F:  No,  w€ d idn ' t  go  th rough a l l  o f  tha t ;  maybe i t ' s  new;  I  guess  so .  No;

we would just  get  together when i t  was necessary and take care of  the

s i tua t ion  a t  hand,  and go  on  around to  bus iness .  t r ' l e  d idn ' t  go  th rough

al l  of  that .  I t 's  t ime-consuming and not very product ' ive.  I f  you've

got something pinpo' inted over there and you want to get that  th ing

moved, wel l ,  you go over there and move i t .  You don' t  have a commit tee

meet ing  and  d iscuss  the  th ing  a  who le  lo t ;  and  one  [s ide ]  dec ides ,  "We11,

maybe we can move i t , "  and the other s ide says, "Wel l ,  maybe we don' t

want  to  move i t , "  and there  i t  s i t s .  They ' re  n ice  soc ia l  ga ther ings .  I

don ' t  th ink  anyone ge ts  sk inned up  very  much.

Mr .  Fox ,  you  sa id  tha t  i f  the  Mex icans  over  there  see a  s i tua t ion  tha t

needs so' lv ing they just  take the act ion.  Can you give me some examples

of something that they've done in that  manner?

0h ,  the re 's  lo ts  o f  th ings .  I t r s  a  mat te r  o f ,  I ' d  have  to  s i t  down

and th ink  them out .  [For  example ] ,  I  can ' t  go  over  there  and work .

They feel  that  Mexicans should come f i rst  in Mdxico and be employed.

Boom!  Now,  i f  you ' re  go ing  to  ge t  mad about  tha t ,  tha t ' s  a l l  r igh t .  I t

makes  i t  a  l i t t le  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  some in te res ts  over  there  tha t  wou ld  l i ke
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t r .

M :

F :

to  have some Amer ican take  a  par t  o f  i t .  Ohn there 's  a  number  o f  l i t t le

n i t -w i t  th ings ;  I  donr t  have the  t ime r igh t  now to  ana lyze  them a l l .  Bu t

they ' re  jus t  th ings  tha t  come up and tha t ' s  i t .

M:  I  can  th ink  o f  a  s i tua t ion  here  no t  too ' long  ago- -0pera t ion  In te rcept

in 
. |969--which 

t^tas a uni lateral  act ion on the part  of  the Uni ted States.

The U.S.  ac tua l l y  d id  what  you say  the  Mex icans  do .  That ,  o f  course ,

hur t  the  re la t ions  here ,  and hur t  JuJrez  par t i cu la r ly .

I t  rea l l y  d idn ' t  hu r t  any th ing .

D idn ' t  i t  c rea te  a  c r is is  here?

It  just  upset some people who for somereason were perhaps in a cramp,

bu t  i t  d idn ' t  hu r t  any th ing .

M:  Bus iness  went  down in .Judrez ;  tour ism dropped.

F :  That ' s  what  they  say .

M:  You don ' t  th ink  i t  s topped peop ' le  f rom go ing  over  there?

F:  No.  I t  wasn ' t  near ly  what  the  peop le  ta lk  about  what  i t  was .  Shor t l y

af ter  th is had been put over,  the Mexican Consulate at  the t ime came

over rather ear ly in the morn' ing.  They stopped him over here and started

ask ing  some ques t ions .  He go t  a l l  upset  and sa id  who he  was and th is ,  tha t

and the  o ther .  They  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve  tha t  anybody in  h is  pos i t ion  wou ld

get  as  upset  as  he  d id  and say  what  he  d id .  He go t  a ' l ' l  f i red  up .  He was

a good boy ;  had to  make a  p1ay .  But  rea l ' l y ,  when you use tha t  te rm "hur t " . .

A l l  r igh t ,  I ' l l  te11  you an  example .  The merchants  on  l6 th  o f  September

Street got the impression that the streetcar operat ion was hurt ing their

bus iness .  They  cou ldn ' t  f igure  ou t  how to  s top  i t  and no t  "show the i r

hand. "  So th rough dev ious  means and a  s t r i ke ,  they  f ina l l y  go t  r id  o f

f the streetcars]  and i t  hasn' t  improved the si tuat ion any for them.

They were gett ing along al1 r ight  anyhow because these dol lars that  were

being spent in their  stores were earned over _hef.  So, that 's one of
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those things-- i t  was damaging to uso but not hurt ;  i t  was damaging. So

our merchants had the' i r  problems, but l i fe went on just  the same.

You ' re  suggest ing  tha t  th is  inc ident  o f  the  labor  s t r i ke  tha t  pu t  an

end to the streetcars was contr ived by the merchants.  Is that  the case?

No. I  don' t  say i t  was contr ived, but they took good advantage of  i t .

Bangl  They're smart  enough to know that.  They got i t  f ixed up. 0f  Course,

in  your  coun t ry  as  we l l  as  ours ,  when  there 's  someth ing  abou t  labor  un ions ,

the  po l j t i c ians  jus t  fa11  on  the i r  backs  and  g ive  up  qu ick .  And  the

labor union bo.ys kn.ow they have that power or in-

f luence.  You remember  a l l  o f  i t ;  you  were  here  I 'm sure .  So i t  was  jus t

a  lo t  o f  hoop la  and mess  and s tu f f ,  and here ' l i fe  goes  on  as  usua l .

0 f  course ,  i t  causes  a  lo t  o f  inconven ience fo r  a  lo t  o f  peop le .

Sure ,  i t ' s  been a  darn  pa in  in  the  neck ,  and i t  shou ldn ' t  be .  But  they

ho ld  the  wh ip  hand and they ' re  go ino  to  s tay  w i th  the  wh ip .  Mex ican

peop le ,  as  i  to ld  you,  those in  the  midd le  wa lk  o f  l i fe  tha t  I  know o f ,

I  have many very dear,  sol id f r iends among them. Theyrre good people,

the k ind I  know. I  guess the others are,  toon i f  you get to know them,

but I  never have very much. Yeah, we went to school  together.  As I  sayn

we jus t  a l l  g rew up here  together ,  bu i l t  a  c i ty  together .  Now we have the

ones who want  to  d r ive  a  l i t t le  wedge in  us .  But  they  won ' t  be  success-

ful  .

When you ment ion those who want to dr ive a wedge, are you talk ing about

peop' le in the Chicano Movement?

Any movement;  any movement that  puts us head to head is not working for

the  bes t  in te res t  o f  e i ther  one o f  us .  I t ' s  no t  supposed to  be  tha t

way. I  never rea1ly knew, to be honest wi th you, what "Chicano Move-

ment "  i s .  I 'm no  d i f fe ren t  f rom a  he l luva  lo t  o f  o ther  peop le  tha t

M:

t r .

M:

tr.

M :

F :
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don ' t  know what  i t  i s - -whe ther  i t ' s  a  par t  o f  a  g roup  tha t ' s  us ing  i t

as  a  po l i t i ca l  veh ic le ,  o r  whether  there 's  a  genu ine  sympathy  in  there ,

or  whether  there 's  rea l  need to  cor rec t  a l l  tha t rs  supposed to  be  wrong.

They jus t  don ' t  know.  Do you?

M:  We l l ,  I  have  ideas  and  impress ions .

F :  I  have ideas  too .

M:  Cou ld  you ta lk  about  your  impress ions?

F: hlel l ,  obviously the leaders of  the Chicano Movement have put out the

impress ion ,and the  s to ry rand the  fee l ing  tha t  the  Ang lo  e lement  doesn ' t

l i ke  the  La t in ,  takes  advantage o f  h im,  and is  jus t  h is  enemy- -soc ia l l y ,

in  bus inesso and any  o ther  vvay  you want  to  ta lk .  We won ' t  l i s ten  to

these jabbers  tha t  come out ;  i t ' s  s tup id .  But  I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  too

many of your people and my people pay much attention to them. I know

I don' t  let  i t  bother me because I  know Pete and Josd and Juan and his

w i fe  Concha,  Concepctoh ,  and a l l  o f  them.  But  the  in te res t ing  th ing

apar t  [ i s  tha t ]  the  o lder  ones  donr t  ho ld  i t  in  too  much regard  e i thern

but  they  c lam up;  they  won ' t  open the i r  mouth .

b lha t  i s  your  op in ion  o f  th is  desegregat ion  su i t  tha t  was  here  in  the  cour ts?

They were  go ing  back  to  a l l  the  h is to ry  o f  way  back  there .  He l l ,  I ' ve

fo rgo t ten  about  a l l  what  they ' re  ta lk ing  about ;  I  don ' t  know what  they ' re

talk ' ing about,  to be frank with you. I  th ink we've done a pret ty doggone

good job  o f  educat ing  here  in  th is  town- -Ang1o and La t in  a l i ke .  Yes  I

do. And i f  you talk about prejudices,  you walk around th ' is  bank and see

how many Anglos are employed and how many Lat ins are employed. You' l l

f ind  them a l l  work ing  happ i ly  together ,  tak ing  l i fe  as  i t  comes and

do ing  a  good job ;  and wou ld  l i ke  to  cont inue do ing  i t .  They  donr t  want  to  be

s t i r red  up .  l lha t ' s  the  law su i t  supposed to  be  about?  I  read some o f  i t .
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M: The basic arQument is that  there has been a conscious ef for t  to keep the

Mexicans segregated in their  own schools and apart  f rom the Anglos,  point-

ing out that  most of  the Mexican schools have always had upwards of  80%

or 90% of students concentrated in those schools and then the Anglo

schoo ls  a lso  hav ing  the ' i r  s tudents  jn  tha t  p ropor t ion- - lack  o f  in tegra-

t ion  there .

Wel l ,  I  don ' t  see  how in  the  he l l  tha t  cou ld  be .  In  the  ne ighborhood

where  I  l i ved ,  the  two b locks  in  wh ich  I  l i ved ,  there  were  l l  La t in

fami l ies  and about  9  Ang lo  fami l ies .  They  went  to  our  schoo l  and we went

to  the i r  schoo l ;  those tha t  l i ved  in  the  areas  wou ld  go  to  the  schoo ls .

I  don ' t  th ink  any th ing  de l ibera te  was in tended.  Even back  when we graduated

f rom h igh  schoo l ,  back  in  the  Spr ing  o f  1918,  [ i t  was ]  a  c lass  o f  BB;

and I  th ink  there  were  l l  La t ins .  One o f  them deve loped in to  an  E lec t r i ca l

Eng ineer  [and has ]  a  very  f ine  job  w i th  West inghouse.  Another  one be-

came a doctor.  Another one is a l ibrar ian for  the state of  Ch' ihuahua.

The others were the gir ls [who] got marr ied and [are]  happi ly gett ing

a ' long,  and what  have you.  So you see,  hav ing  l i ved  a  par t  o f  i t  a '11  my

l i fe  and knowing them in t imate ly ,  and they  me,  why,  a l l  th is  c rap  ( i f

you '11  pardon the  express ion)  jus t  doesn ' t  reg is te r  w i th  me.  I  can ' t  un-

ders tand what 's  in  back  o f  i t .

One of  the th ings that was argued was that Mexicans comprised a very

smal l  percentage of  the teachers,  a very smal l  percentage of  the pr inci-

pal  s,  and a very smal 1 percentage of  the School  Board.  For many years,

Mexican Americans were not represented on the School  Board,  and then

they've never had more than two since they've had representat ion.  What

accounts for  that?

F:  Wel ] ,  what  d i f fe rence does  i t  make whether  therers  2  ou t  o f  7  o r  6  ou t

o f  7?  I  mean,  i s  the  schoo l  ge t t ing  a long? Those two were  do ing  a

F :

M:
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M:

t r .

g00d job .  0h ,  you  can take  and n i tp ick  a  mi l l ion  th ings  to  your  d is -

p leasure .  But  the  u l t imate  is  to  l i ve  and ge t  a long and make i t  wor th -

whi le for  everyone concerned. And certainly no one has been denied the

r igh t  to  p rogress  and ge t  a long in  E1 Paso.  I f  you  wou ld  look  a t  the

doc to rs ' l i s t  and  the  lawyers '  l i s t ,  the  mechan ics ' l i s to  the  eng ineers '

l is t  and a few other odds and ends, there hasn' t  been anybody held back,

imposed on. Now they've got th is poor o1d guy De los Santos out here.

They ' re  s tomping  on  h is  coat  ta i l s  about  [ tna t ]  he  wou ldn ' t  h i re  anybody

bu t  La t ins .

I t rs the reverse now.

Wel lo  one  th ing  you  can  say  abou t  l i v ing  your  l i f e  on  th is  border ,  i t ' s

a lways  in te res t ing .  I t ' s  never  s tagnant ;  i t ' s  a lways  mov ing .  I t ' s  a  good

l i fe ,  though.  l , . le  ge t  a long very  we l1 ,  I 'd  say .

Accord ing  to  s ta t i s t i cs  regard ing  Mex ican Amer ican par t i c ipa t ion  in  E l

Pasors  in f luent ia l  o rgan iza t ions  or  po l i t i cs ,  s ince  lB82 there  has  never

been a Mexican American County Judge here;  and since 1873, when the ci ty

was incorporated, there's only been one Mexican American l layor.  How vrould you

account  fo r  the  lack  o f  par t i c ipa t ion?

hJe l l ,  in  the  meant ime,  were  there  manyof  them that  were candidates?t r .

M:

tr.

Yes .  A t  leas t  in  the  pr imary .

You got to get in there and run. Final ly one of  them just  decided herd

get  up  and go- -o ld  Ray Te l les ;  he  was e lec ted  C lerk  f i rs t .  He took  a

swing at  i t  and made i t .  Probably there'd been many others preceeding

him who could have i f  they had wanted to.

You think that  was the main problem there,  that  they just  d idn' t  get

in  and par t i c ipa te?

M:
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F : They'd rather p ' lay the game thm get ' in there and get wet.  In other

words ,  l they 'd ]  s tay  on  the  f r inges  and ge t  l i t t le  g ra tu i t jes  here  and

there ,  and jobs  to  the i r  l i k ing  to  take  care  o f  the i r  f r iends  and so  on .

But  as  to  rea l ' l y  ge t t ing  in  there  to  s lug  i t  ou t ,  I  don ' t  th ink  many o f

them cared for i t  too much. I  never saw any evidence of  i t ,  anyhow.

Do you  th ink  tha t ' s  chang ing?

0h yeah, sure.  Now, the pendulum has swung ent i re ly the other way.

They've got about 60% Lat in and 40% Anglo in th is town. Natural ly out

of  that  number they'd feel  that  they'd have that;  that 's a pret ty good

back log  vo te .  But  what  wor r ies  me is rAng lo  o r  La t in  o r  whatever ,  fo r  example

can you get the people out to vote? A fel low says to me the ot-he-r  day, "We're

going to t ry to get . |01000 
more voters out."  That don' t  make any di f ference.

Percentagewise each year therers a less number of  people who vote than

they did in the previous two years or four years.  I  don' t  know why. 0h,

I ' ve lo t  my  ideas ,  bu t  I  can ' t  suppor t  them.

Mr.  Fox, do you recal l  your f i rst  impressions of  JuJrez when you were a

boy going down there?

When I  was a boy Juirez and El  Paso were pret ty much al ike.

You don' t  remember any part icular images that come up in your mind?

No. You see, when I  was a boy there were burros and mules going down

the streets of  El  Paso with wood on their  backs. There were ladies

go ing  around w i th  a  tub  fu l l  o f  to r t i l l as  on  the i r  head.  I t  was  the

same th ing  in  JuJrez .  The fe l low wou ld  have the  two o l las  on  e i ther  s ide

of  h is  mu le ,  wou ld  go  down se l l ing  sweet  water .  I t  wasn ' t  any th ing .  L i fe

was qu' i te del  ight fu ' l  ;  not  very complex.

I  want to ask you some quest ions regarding the per iod of  the Revolut ion,

wh ich ' i s  a  very  in te res t ing  per iod  here  in  E l  Paso.  I ' ve  read the  news-

papers f rom that t ime for certain yearso and in 1916 there was an incident

M:

F :
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here connected with the revolutionary problems in Chihuahua. Eighteen

Amer ican eng ineers  were  k i l led  in  Santa  Isabe l ,  Ch ihuahua,  and many o f

the i r  bod ies  were  sh ipped to  E l  Paso.  There  was a  b ig  s t i r  here .  Do

you recal I what happened at that t ime?

I remember there was a big stew about i t ,  yeah.

Wel l ,  what was the commotion al l  about here?

Noth ing .  I ^ le  jus t  regre t ted  a  bunch o f  peop le  be ing  murdered '  tha t rs  a l l ;

just  as you folks regret ted i t ,  too.  I  donrt  know whether they should have

been down there  or  shou ldnr t  have been.  There  were  a  lo t  o f  peop le ,  too ,

that were explor ing that Revolut ionwiUh the idea of  maybe gett ing in on

the  w inn ing  s ide ,  to  have an  ang le  tha t  they  cou ld  use .  I  remember  tha t

because there was lots of  steam about i t .  One of  them was an El  Paso

boy- -Ge iger ,  I  th ink ,  was  h is  name.  Yeah,  i t  was  a  t rag ic  a f fa i r .  La ter  on  in

Car r iza l ,  dur fng  the  dea l  down there  w i th  V i l la  and Persh ' ingr there  was somelh ing ;

but those things come and they go. They leave a few scars,  but  that 's

I  i f e ' s  way .

I  remember reading in the newspapers that  about 1,000 Anglos got together

and wanted to c lean out South El  Paso of  the Mexican populat ion.  And

about 25 Mexicans, according to the newspaper,  were beaten up out on the

street. Do you remember any of that?

No.  I f  i t  d id  happen ,  apparen t l y  i t  d idn ' t  make  a  las t ing  impress ion

on me.  Someth ing  l i ke  tha t  cou ld  have happened.  0h ,  there  were  l i t t le

combates ,  l i ke  we boys  [d id ] .  A l l  those Mex ican fami l ies  l i ved  up  on

the mesa--Stormsvi l le;  and every once in a whi le on Saturday we boys

would at tack them. l^ le played basebal l  wi th each other;  they had a

baseba l l  d iamond up there .  But  we 'd  work  up  a  l i t t le  dea l  be tween us ;

and that was the fort  up there and we were going to at tack the fort .

F :

M:

F :
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They'd f i re rocks at  us and we'd f j re rocks at  them. And next Satur-

day  we 'd  be  p lay ing  ba l l  aga in .  Today you cou ldn ' t  do  tha t ,  because some

welfare minded person or some sociologist  would get in there and t ie that

th ing  up  in  a  knot .  Bu t  we went  a long.

When you say " them" and "us,"  you mean the Mexicans and the Ang' los? In

a fr iendly way there was an understanding there?

No;  every  once in  a  wh i le  werd  jus t  say ,  "Wel lo  we '11  take  tha t  ou t f i t

up there,"  and they'd say,  "Try i t . "  And then probably the next day or

the next week werd be playing bal l  again up there,  or  they down here.  I t

was just  a react ion of  l i fe,  regardless to whether they were Anglos or

La t ins .

I t  was just  a game then.

Yes .  Tha t ' s  the  way  l i f e  i s .  L i fe  i s  a  b ig  game.

What recol lect ' ions do you have from the Prohibi t ion era here that made

l i fe interest ing in El  Paso and Julrez?

Plen ty  o f  boot leggers .  Trag ica l l y  many o f f i cers  were  k i l led  on  the  l ine .

That was rea' l ' ly  what started tour ists coming our way-- to go to Judrez

and ge t  a  d r ink ,  o r  ge t  a  boot legger  and ge t  a  bo t t le  o r  someth ing  f i ke

tha t .  Bu t  i t  d idn ' t  a l te r  th ings  too  much.  I t  changed the  town 's  a t t i tude

in  some ways  toward  a lcoho l ,  bu t  ma in ly  i t  d idn ' t .  Then they  had a  b ig

fuss about gambl ing over there.  The Chamber of  Commerce, that  is  f in

thel  ear ly days that fo l lowed the Revolut ion,wanted to c lose the br idge

at  6 :00  a t  n igh t  and open i t  a t  7 :00  in  the  morn ing .  They  d id  fo r  a  wh i le - -

to keep people f rom going over there and gambl ing and one thing or another.

And none of  them rea' l ly  made a whole lot  of  d i f ference about anything.

Are there any part icular stor ies or events that  stand out in your mind

about  tha t  s i tua t ion  w i th  the  br idge l  f t  caused so  much commot ion .

M:

F:

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :
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F : No.  These peop le  tha t  were  a  l i t t le  b i t  la te  ge t t ing  back ,  par t i cu la r ly

the  so ld ie rs .  t r ied  to  c l imb over  the  ga te .  The o f f j cers  wou ld  h i t

their  knuckles and knock them down. They'd get in t rouble for  not re-

por t ing  on  t ime.  I t  was  jus t  a  r ing-around,  bu t  no th ing  ser ious .  Jus t

one of  those things. And f inal ly they decided to not blockade the br idge

any more  a t  7 :00 ,  and tha t  was  tha t .

Do you remember approximately how long the br idges were c losed dur ing

those hours?

0h, I  imagine al l  together at  d i f ferent hours,  about 6 months.  Then

they found out how si11y that was and forgot about i t .

The Archives have a great deal  of  correspondence about many rel ig ious

groups which made an ef for t  to put pressure on the State Department,  on

the  cus toms peop le ,  to  c lose  those br idges .  How was i t  here  in  E l  Paso?

Did  the  re l ig ious  groups  ge t  invo lved in  tha t  because o f  the  mora l  i ssues?

I f  they  d id ,  I  don ' t  reca l  I  .

in  o ther  p laces  i t  was  rea l l y  s t rong- -T i juana,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Ar izona- -

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :

M:

t r .

F :

they were very involved with that .

I  jus t  th ink  i t  was  a  case o f  do l la rs  and d imes here .

I  don ' t  th fnk ,  en te red  the  s i tua t ion  much .  I f  i t  d id ,

Did you frequent Ju{rez much dur ing those days?

No. In the '20s,  groups of  us would go down there on

eat;  and we had a dr ink or twoo dance around. But the

then. I  a lways got along very wel l  in JuJrez.  I  had

The moral  aspectsn

I  don ' t  reca l l  i t .

Saturday night to

years were younger

lo ts  o f  en joyab le

M:

acquaintances and exper iences .  f l f ]  theA just  I  eave us alone, we'1 1 get

a long  a l l  r i gh t .

You never got caught at  an odd hour down there?

No.  No indeed.
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In going through those state Department records,  I  found that in l93l

there was a great deal  of  commotion because of  the Depression and the hard

t imes that came. The Mexican commuters were coming over here and taking

American iobs and there were the br idge problems that we've exper ienced

many t imes.  What  happened dur ing  th is  recess ion  tha t  we 've  had and the

prob' lems at  the br idge were very s imi lar  to what was going on dur ing those

ear ly  years  o f  the  Depress ion .  Do you reca l l  any  in te res t ing  events  then?

I  don ' t  reca l l  any  then  o r  now.  What ' s  go ing  on  now tha t ' s  unusua l?

I t 's  ca' lmed down now, but about a year ago the problem at the br idge,

connected  w i th  t ranspor ta t ion  too ,  b rought  about  an  e f fo r t  to  keep i l lega ls

f rom cross ing .  The Immigra t ion  o f f i cers  were  tak ing  c ross ing  cards  f rom

peop le ,  tear ing  them up;  in te r rogat ing  them,  harass ing  them.

we l l ,  i t  a l1  depends on  how you use the  te rm.  A  po l i ce  o f f i cer  o r  an

enforcement of f icer or an Inspector has the r ight  to ask certain quest ions.

I  d id  a  l i t t le  check ing  up  on  tha t  card  tear ing  up  bus iness  and those

weren ' t  va l id  cards- -va l id  f rom the  s tandpo in t  o f  noncounter fe i t ,  bu t

up-to-date.  But those men down there dfdn' t  knock anybody around or

t rea t  them bad ly .  Most  peop len  I  th inko  have the  pa t ience o f  Job  w i th

some of the th ings they have to go through with down on the jobs down

there .  I  sure  wou ldn ' t  want  one.

Let me get into the f inal  phase of  the interview. I  want to get your

op in ions  on  a  coup le  o f  th ings .  From your  ex tended f i rs thand exper ience

and par t i c ipa t ion  in  many events  here  in  E l  Paso tha t  have had a  bear ing

on relat ions between the two sides, what has gone r ight  and what has gone

wrong in El  Paso jn terms of  growth and progress here in th is c i ty that

you can th ink  o f :  I 'm ta lk ing  par t i cu la r ly  now about  the  way E1 Paso

has changed and progressed.  What  th ings  have dec is ion  makers  in  E l  Paso

F :

M:

F :
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done r ight  and what have they done wrong that stand out in your mind?

They've done some of both.  But I  don' t  know of any great heroic out-

standing ef for t  that 's been put for th to make us bigger and better,  that

everybody hasn ' t  par t i c ipa ted  in .  I  don ' t  know o f  any  one th ing .  I t ' s

jus t  the  growth  o f  the  communi ty .  I ' ve  sa id  th is  be fore :  I  th ink  tha t

El  Paso, c i ty and county both,  dur ing my l ' i fet ime has been governed

better than any ci ty in Texas. Sometimes vve've had some administrat ions

tha t  haven ' t  been too  much,  bu t  I  don ' t  know tha t  any th ing  unusua l  has

taken  p lace .  I t ' s  j us t  the  g rowth .  Peop le  were  w i l l i ng  to  inves t  the i r

money ,  w i l l i ng  to  in te res t  themse lves  in  c i v i c  a f fa i r s  o f  the  town;  i t ' s

jus t  gone i t s  way .  I  don ' t  know tha t  there 's  been any  unusua l  th ' ing  tha t ' s

done i t .  How about across the r iver? The same way. They've expanded

and grown and made improvements.  And i t 's  just  peop' le--where people are,

good  peop le .  Tha t  w i l l  be  the  endpo in t  resu l t .  There 's  an  o1d  say ing

tha t ' i f  you ' re  go ing  to  l j ve  o f f  o f  a  c j t y ,  you 've  go t  to  pu t  a  l j t t l e

back  in to  i t .

In the ear ly 
. |960s 

the Mexican government started doing a lot  more for

the i r  border  c i t ies  than they  had prev ious ly  done.  How do you see such

things as the twin plant,s and the Pronaf and those kinds of  programs?

I  th ink  i t ' s  he lped  them a  who le  lo t .  They  say  i t  has .  I t ' s  go t  them

more business. the Bermufdez fami ly has made a tubful  of  money out of

tha t  Pronaf  dea l .  And cus tomers  apparent ly  l i ke  i t ,  so  tha t ' s  tha t .

The twin plant apparent ly must be sat isfactory to Ju/rez and Mdxico

because  they ' re  a l ' l ow ing ' i t  to  con t inue .  I f  i t  wasn ' t ,  i t  wou ldn ' t  be

go ing  on .

Has i t  been good for E1 Paso?

M:

F :

M:
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I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  a f fec ted  us  too  much,  because you never  cou ld  ge t  the

f igures as to what they did in the way of  employment--how i t  was. But

i t  su re  hasn ' t  hu r t  us ,  tha t ' s  a  c inch .  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  has .  I f

a l lowed to  go  on  long enough,  i t  m igh t  deve lop  in to  someth ing  qu i te

s tab le  and las t ing  and cont r ibu t ing .  You can ' t  tu rn  a  town around over

n igh t ,  you  know.  I  don ' t  care  what  they  te11 you.  We 've  had our  p ro-

b lems,  too ,  jus t  l i ke  every  o ther  communi ty .  I  don ' t  th ink  we 've  had

any more.

M:  Mr .  Fox ,  i s  there  any th ing  e lse  tha t  you 'd  I ' i ke  to  ta lk  about  regard ing

border  re la t ions?

F:  To  show you an  in te res t ing  face t  o f  th is  th ing ,  the  Revo lu t ion  o f  1929.

I  was  in  the  t rans feming and hau l ing  bus ' iness ,  and the  Escobar  ou t f i t

was  over  in  Ju / rez .  Now,  they ' re  p re t ty  much on  the i r  las t  legs ,  bu t

no  one wou ld  know one way or  the  o ther .  So,  I  hau led  lo ts  o f  o i l  over

there ,  fue l  o i l  fo r  the i r  ra i l road.  And a l l  o f  a  sudden,  B00M!  Mr .

Escobar,  the general ,  went to Canada; the paymaster went another direc-

t ion .  And the  man tha t  I 'd  been do ing  bus iness  w i th  went  w i th  Escobar ,

I  th ink ,  to  Canada or  New York .  H is  name was Sa lvador  A teca .  ( I  th ink

he s t i l l  has  some re la t i ves  here . )  Boy ,  was  I  s ick .  They  used to  pay

us  fo r  each load,  bu t  towards  the  end they  go t  beh ind  a  l i t t le  b i t .  And

he was the  Purchas ing  Agent .  He ran  a  qambl ing  p lace  over  there ,  too ,

I  th ink.  Very good man, a very nice fe l low. Anyhow, t ime went on and he

went  ou t  o f  our  l i ves ,  and I  d idn ' t  hear  too  much about  h im.  One day ,

about  a  year  and a  ha l f  la te r ,  a  man came up to  me who had a  l i t t le

br ie fcase and sa id ,  "Are  you Mr .  Fox?"  And I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  He sa id ,

"D id  you own th is  bus iness  in  1929?"  And I  sa id ,  "Yes . "  He sa id ,  "D id

you do  any  bus iness  dur ing  the  Revo lu t ion  over  there?"  I  sa id ,  "Yes . "
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Wel l ,  I ' l l  be  darned .  And  where  was  Mr .

Damned i f  I  know. I  guess he was back in

i t  wasn' t  t_oo long that they were al lowed

M:  Were  you hau l ing  th is  o i l  tha t  they  were  us ing  fo r  the i r  revo lu t ionary

purposes?

I  guess  so .  I t  was  the  t ra i rs ,  the  ra i ' l roads ;  and they  cont ro l led  the

ra i l roads  be tween Ch ihuahua and here  and up  in  the  mounta ins .

There was an element of  danger in that  for  you.

No,  no .  I t  was  jus t  do l la rs  and  d imes ,  jus t  a  regu la r  day 's  work .  Bu t

i t  shows you tha t  there 's  jus t  no t  any th ing  rea l l y  unusua l  about  th is

Juaiez-El  Paso make-up. They have thejr  way of  do' ing th ings and they're

as  s t rong as  horse  rad ish  fo r  the i r  town and the i r  na t ion ;  and we 'd

perhaps be better of f  i f  we were a l j t t le more so. But that 's the way

i t  goes. I 'm very proud to say that I 'm probabiy one man that a ' lways

22

"What  was i t? "  I  sa id ,  "Hau l ing  o i l  and  br ing ing  back  re fugees- -a  1o t

o f  them."  (0ne o f  them was mov ing  a  da i ry  over  here . )  He sa id ,  "Do you

reca l l  the  name o f  the  man you were  do ing  bus iness  w i th  in  the  o i l  hau f ing?"

I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  Mr .  Sa lvador  A teca  was the  man 's  name."  He sa id ,  "That ' s

enough .  I  wonder  i f  you 'd  make  me ou t  a  b i l l  f o r  wha t  was ' le f t  unpa id . "

I  sa id ,  "Yes .  I t ' l l  take  a  few minutes . "  l , l j e  d idn ' t  have these copy ing

mach ines  then,  you know.  So I  go t  busy  and i t  took  a  l i t t le  t ime.  I

to ld  h im he cou ld  wa i t  o r  come back .  So he  came back  in  about  an  hour

and we had ' i t  a l l  se t  up .  I  th ink  i t  was  $3500.  And do l la rs  then were

about  as  b ig  a round as  tha t  ash t ray .  He looked i t  over ,  popped open h is

l i t t le br iefcase, and there was good American money. He paid the

$SSOO and some dol lars.  I  gave him a receipt  and he went h ' is  way, and

he sa jd ,  "Greet ings  f rom Mr .  A teca .  "

M:

F :

M:

t r .

Ateca?

M6x' ico.  Maybe not yet ,  but

to come back down there.

F :
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could,  af ter  1930 unt i l  th is very day, walk around anywhere in South

E l  Paso I  want  to  go ;  and nobody 's  go ing  to  bo ther  me.  I  th ink  a  lo t

o f  peop le  tha t  ta lk  about  South  E l  Paso [be ing ]  dangerous ,  i s  a  lo t  o f

ba j  oney. You go tend to your busi  ness and you '  1 
' l  get  a l  ong a' l  1 r i  ght .

you  go  ge t  your  snoot  fu l l  o f  wh iskey  and th row yourse l f  a round,  you ' l l

ge t  in  t roub le ,  too .  But ,  anyhow,  tha t ' s  the  way the  s to ry  i s .

I  want  to  thank  you very  much fo r  a l l  your  t ime.  I ' ve  en joyed i t ;  i t ' s

been very  in te res t ing .

Wel l ,  I ' ve  en joyed be ing  w i th  you,  too ,  and I  hope you '1 l  come back  some

day.

I  w i l l .  Thank  you .

I f

t r .

M:
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