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Speech given by Chr is P. Fox to the El  Paso County Histor ical  Society on Feb-
ruary  

'19 ,  
1970.

Good even ing ,  lad jes  and gent ' lemen.  I  want  to  congra tu la te  you " fo r tunate

people" who are here tonight to l is ten to th is more or less messed up presenta-

t ion .

You have observed on  these wa l ls  a  few odds  and ends  o f  h is to r ica l  memora-

b i l ia ,  wh ich ' in  a  way suppor t  my top ic  fo r  ton igh t ,  " l ^JhV Are  Th ings  as  They  Are ,

and by  Whom?"  And I  m igh t  add tha t  one cannot  do  jus t i ce  to  th is  top ic  in  one

sess ion .  Perhaps  i t  cou ld  be  done,  bu t  I  am not  the  one to  do  the  job .  But  we

wi l l  de termjne  tha t  la te r  on ;  as  o f  r igh t  now,  we w i l l  do  the  bes t  we can.  And

r ight here I  want to remind you that the topic tonight is not "How" but "Where"

El  Pa.so grows.

Aga ' in ,  th is  even ing 's  p resenta t ' ion  shou ld  be  covered in  four  sec t ions  and se-

para ted  rough ly  to  w i th in  the  conf ines  o f  our  fo rmer  and long t ime ago four  C i ty

Wards. Iam sure that those of  you who eame from bigger and perhaps more af f luent

and soph is t i ca ted  areas  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  know what  wards  are .  And I  wou ld  l i ke

to  add tha t  every th ing  is  no t  bad about  wards ,  e i ther .  There  is  much more  to  them

than "ward  hea lers . "  Many good peop le  l i ve  w i th in  the i r  borders ,  who look  upon

the i r  pa r t i cu la r  ward  as  the i r  own l i t t l e  c i t y .

In  ment ion ing  the  word  "c i ty , "  I  must  te ]1  you tha t  our  C i ty  P lann ing  Depar t -

ment  has  done an  ou ts tand ing  p jece  o f  work  in  pu t t ing  together in  four  vo lumes

what  we might  ca ] ' l  "The Four  Wards  o f  E l  Paso, "  ma in ly ,  "A  Shor t  H ' i s to ry  o f  Nor th -

eas t  E l  Paso, "  "A  Shor t  H is to ry  o f  Nor thwest  E l  Paso, "  "A  Shor t  H is to ry  o f  South

E l  Paso, "  and "A Shor t  H ' i s to ry  o f  Ys le ta . "  A t  one t ime or  another ,  a l l  o f  the

areas covered by these "histor ies" have been subjects of  v io lent  and lengthy cam-

pa ign  issues .  Rea l ly ,  theyprov ided what  we can proper ' l y  say ,  "much po l i t i ca l  hay . "

Perhaps  the  proper  te rm wou ld  be  "campaign  issues . "

I t  j s  t rue  tha t  communi t ies  g row because o f  c l imate ,  the  f lo ra  and fauna,  the
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water  ava i lab ' len  and o ther  na tua l  resources  and geographfca l  loca t ions ,  o r  a  com-

b ina t ion  o f  them a l '1 ,  p lus  t ranspor ta t ion ;  and,  o f  course ,  the  most  mot iva t ing  in -

f luence o f  them a '11 ,  the  peop le  who l i ve  in  the  area  and have an  honest  be l ie f  in

i t s  fu tu re  and are  w i l l i ng  to  man i fes t  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  persona ' l  res t ra in t ' inso far

as  se l f i shness  ' i s  concerned.  I f  you  have too  much o f  tha t  "se l f i shnessr "  the  fu l l

benef i t  o f  a l l  the  communi ty 's  asses ts  a re  no t  ava i lab le  to  everyone.  There  is

ev idence tha t  there  has  been much se l f i shness  jn  E l  Paso 's  h is to ry .  Look  a t  the

pictures f rom the State Nat ional  Bank Then and Now Library that  are on the wal l .

As  a  na t ive  o f  th is  c i ty ,  I  fee l  tha toneof  the  grea tes t  mot iva t ing  in f luences  fo r

growth and development of  El  Paso revolved a.round the ef for ts of  the ear ly day

rea l  es ta te  man and/or  deve loper ,  those who were  in  the  promot iona l  f ie ld  in  tha t

long ago.  Now,  le t ' s  be  spec i f i c .  I  am re fe r r ing  to  the  honest ,  labor ing  types

who had fa i th  and,  I  m igh t  add,  the  means to  make a  c i ty ,  to  bu i ld  a  c i ty  in  wh ich

they  had and cont inued to  cas t  the i r  lo ts .

El  Paso has always been inf luenced by the developer,  or  to many he has always

been known as  the  rea l  es ta te  man,  and h is  k ind .  My parents ,  jn  a  way,  were  in  the

rea l  es ta te  bus iness ,  too .  I  shudder  when I  reca l l  how many t imes they  wou ld  bu i ld

a house and we would move to a new one af ter  the other one had been sold.  Yes,

indeed, i t  was my job to see that the window shades that we took out 0f  one house

were made to f i t  in the new home. I t  was a case of  shorte.n and stretch.  There were

many  ind iv idua ls  in  the  rea l  es ta te  bus iness ,  l i ke  my  fo1ks ,  w i th  whom i t  was  a  s ide

l ine .  My fa ther  was a  hard-work ing  mach inery  sa lesman over  th is  vas t  sou thwestern

terr i tory for  the f i rm of  Kra^kauer,  Zork,  and Moye. My mother raised a fami ly.

And between the two of  them they would do some house buj ld ing and speculat ' ion on

the  s ide ;  and I  m igh t  add tha t  a t  t imes they  d jd  very  we l l .  Bu t  ind ' i v idua ls  about

the  mid- '30s  faded ou t  o f  the  rea l  es ta te  moon l igh t ' ing  bus iness .  I t  was  pre t ty  we l l

taken over by f i rms who were establ ished for that  purpose.

0ver in that  corner th ' is  evening you wi l l  see and read the names of  real  estate
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men who opera ted  in  th is  a rea  be tween 
. |900 

and 
. |908;  

dup ' l i ca t ions  have been e l im i -

nated. There you w' i1 ' l  see the names of  many f ine people,  people who contr ibuted

great ly  to  bu i ld ' ing  th is  communi ty .  Bear  in  mind ,  now,  tha t  the  rea l  es ta te  man

of  tha t  day  and t ime was,  w i th  few except ions ,  a  deve loper  too .  A lso ,  j t  was  h is

so le  occupat ' ion  and he  was kept  qu ' i te  busy  w i th  buy ing  and se l l ing  and deve lop ' ing

and se l l ing  a  l i t t le  insurance here  and there ,  and par t i c ' ipa t ing  usua ' l ' l y  in  a  ge-

nerous way in al l  the af fa i rs of  the communitV. Yes, many of  them covered the town

from one end to the other as they went about their  dut ' ies in the horse-and-buggy

days of  that  p ' leasant long ago.

Many newcomers as wel l  as old t imers asked the quest ion as to why E1 Paso seem-

ed to  g row up in  such a  topsy- tu rvy  manner - -c rooked s t ree ts ,  one subd iv is ion  run-

n ing  o f f  a t  a  45  degree ang le  f rom another ,  dead ended s t ree ts ,  and a l l  o f  tha t .

Most  o f  the  reason fo r  tha t  was ,  o f  course ,  us ing  the  ear ly  t ra i l s ' in  the  downtown

area as  the  bas is  fo r  a  s t ree t  pa t te rn  in  la te r  years ,  and a lso  because the  mov ing

of  ear th  dur ing  tha t  per iod  o f  t ime was qu i te  a  labor ious  chore ,  as  i t  was  done

wi th  the  he ]p  o f  a  ra i l road p1ow,  s ' l ip  sc rapers ,  Fresno scrapers ,  horses  and mules ,

and a  grea t  amount  o f  p ick  and shove l  work .  So na tura l l y  they  d idn ' t  move a  vas t

amount of  earth to make a level  area, or to project  a street in a stra ' ight  1 ine.

0 f  coursen the  t ime I  am ta lk ing  about ,  the  deve loper  cou ' ld  open any  s i te  tha t  he

had t j t le  to ,  and there  wou ld  be  no  requ i rement  fo r  h im to  submi t  h is  p lans  fo r

approva l  to  the  C i ty ,  nor  was he  requ i red  to  p rov jde  pav ing  or  curb ing .  He jus t

dragged the mesqui te and cactus and weeds and a few lumps here and there,  and as

far as he was concerned he was wel l  on his way to creat ing a new subdiv is ion.  I

m igh t  add tha t  theruand fo r  a  number  o f  years ,ca l ' i che ,  wh ich  was tha t  wonder fu l

bui ld ing product of  nature,  was used for road beds and surfacing of  many of  our re-

sedent ia l  streets.  I t  worked out wel l  when kept wet,  but  the spr ingt ' ime breezes

wou ld  waf t  th is  ta lc - l i ke  subs tance in to  every  nook  and c ranny  o f  the  home and,

o f  course ,  on  Mondays ,  the  ever -ev ident  wash on  the  l ine .  You see,  the  i ron  t i res
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of the wagons and buggies and the i ron shoes on the horses and the mules did a

great  iob  o f  pu lver iz ing  the  ca l i che .  About  the  t ime the  au tomobi le  began to  a r -

r ive on the scene, real  pavement was on the way. I  a lways l ike to give great

credj t  to the women of  El  Paso, because they toughed things out and there were

many days  tha t  t r ied  the i r  sou ls  severe ly .  But  they  s tuck  i t  ou t  w i th  the i r  men

and the i r  fami l ies  and kept  th ings  together ,  and p layed a  te r r i f i c  par t  in  b r ing ing

about a better day.

As for the " tools of  the t rade" of  the ear ly day land merchant,  they real ' ly

represented  l i t t le ;  bu t  o f  course  the  main  i tem in  h is  sa les  arsena l  was  a  means

of  t ranspor ta t ion .  He cou ld  no t  se l ' l  any th ing  i f  he  cou ld  no t  ge t  the  prospec t ive

buyer  to  look  a t  i t .  There  was no  ma ' i l -o rder  buy ing  in  those days ,  no  b ig  ads  in

faraway metropof i tan newspapers.  Then the prospect ive customer wanted to "eyebal1"

that patch of  sand and cactus that he was going to buy. Those of  you from the West

Coast  know the  Southern  Ca l i fo rn ia  land s to ry  wh ich  revo lved around the  fami l ies

Van Nuys  and Hunt ing ton ,  w i th  the ' i r  b ig  ye l low and red  cars  runn ' ing  on  the i r  sh iny

ra i l s  to  the i r  ou t ly ing  areas .  In  a  way,  we had a  Hunt ing ton  or  a  Van Nuys  or  a

combina t ion  o f  bo th  r igh t  here  in  E l  Paso in  none o ther  than Frank  Tob in ,  who was a

rea l  es ta te  man and deve loper  o f  no  smal l  p ropor t ions  in  Nor theas t  E l  Paso.  The

Tob in  Park  a rea  s t i l l  bears  h is  name.  H is  f i rs t  p ro jec t  was  Tob in  Add j t ion ,  wh ich

is in the t^ lashington Park-Col iseum area. But in later days he began to stretch his

w ings  and h is  eyes  tu rned toward  Eas t  E l  Paso,  and he  bought  a  lo t  o f  acreage and

bu i l t  abou t  a  fou r  o r  f i ve  m i le  ra i l  l i ne ,  b ranch ing  o f f  the  ma in  EP&SW l ine  a t  a

s id ' ing  we now ca l l  P lane For t .  He a lso  go t  a  l i t t le  car  tha t  wou ld  car ry  about  l5

passengers  and on  regu la r  schedu le  he  wou ld  take  peop le  ou t  to  see a  "new grea t  c i t y

a-mak ing"  by  the  name o f  Tob inv i l le .  indeed,  hs  p robab ly  had the  pre t t ies t  c rop  o f

cactus and sand and mesqui te lumps that could be found anywhere, and on Sundays he

would hold barbeques out there and would pay transportat ion by rai l  f rom downtown

El Paso to Plane Fort .  And on hjs choo-choo he always served good ham and i t  was
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in teres t ing  to  see peop le  wa lk ing  around jn  the  weeds.  My parents  bought

land ou t  there ,  and i t  wasn ' t  too  many years  ago tha t  i t  was  so ld"  Frank

was in  a  way a  super  sa lesman o f  h js  t ime.  He wou ld  ge t  peop ' le  ou t  there

some

Tob in

and they

down awou ld  dec ide  tha t  they  wanted  th is ,  tha t ,  o r  the  o ther ,  and he  wou ld  pu t

s take  and pu t  the i r  name on i t ;  and  la te r  on  the  necessary  papers  wou ld

and they would have property in Tobin Addi t ion,  for  better or for  worse.

come throuqh

Yes, the real  estate man/developer of  that  day and t ime did the best he could

to keep things pumped up dur ing good t imes and bad. One not to be outdone by Frank

Tob in 's  choo-choo was a  Mr .  b l i l l i am Moe l le r ,  and he  had h is  o f f i ce  in  the  o ld  Hera ld

b lock  where  the  Mi l l s  Confec t ionary  i s  today .  He ran  b ig  ads  and he  was genera l l y

a  b ig ,  hard-work ing  opera tor ;  and to  pu t  the  f ros t ing  on  the  cake,  he  bought  h imse l f

amonst rousautomobi le ,  a  
. |906 

Autocar .  I t  was  rea11y a  p is to l .  I t  was  no t  unusua l

to see him speeding around the best he could over our bumpy streets and roads with

prospect ive happy customers in the car.  I f  my memory serves me correct ly,  he l ived

on Nor th  0choa St ree t ,  ac ross  f rom the  o ld  Mesa Schoo l ,  about  909 or  9 l l ,  and  had a

la rge  fami ly ,  and some o f  them I  knew qu i te  we l l .  One th ing  I  spec i f i ca l l y  remember

with the advent of  the streetcar was a real  estate f i rm headed up by Mr.  W.H. Aus-

t in ,  who  dec ided  to  c rea teadeve lopment  ou t  near  For t  B l i ss ,  o r  the  Na t ions  We l l ,

where the B' iggs Field bal loon hangar was in later days. One Sunday my mother,  fa-

ther  and I  go t  on  the  For t  B l i ss  s t ree tcar  and rode ou t  to  the  end o f  the  l ine ,

and there we were met by Mr.  Aust in and his two-horse buckboard.  The rest  of  the

way was through a port ion of  the Fort  Bl ' iss reservat ' ion and then on out through the

weeds and mesqui te hummocks. We looked over Nat ions Acreage, and of  course we

were given an opportuni ty of  seeing Alhambra Heights.  My parents bought some of

each and our  fami ly  re ta ined t i t le  to  them unt i l  t jo r ld  War  I I ,  when the  government

said they needed i t ,  and we were paid not much more than what the property cost .  And

of course, the taxes we paid on i t  through the years "went up the chimney" of  pa-

t r io t i  sm.
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Ear l ie r  th is  even ing  d i f fe ren t  peop le  have asked about  d i f fe ren t  s t ree ts ,  whJ

they  were  named,  e tc " ,  e tc .  T ime w ' i l l  no t  permi t  a  lengthy  d iscuss ion  o f  th is  in -

te res t ' ing  sub jec t .  l . low d id  a l l  the  impor tan t  peop le  se t t le  on  San Anton io ,

Myr t le ,  Magof f in  Avenue,  e tc . ,  and la te r  on  moved nor thward  over  in to  Sunset  He igh ts

and up  on  Montana? ! . le l l ,  in  the  f i rs t  p ' lace ,  i t  was  more  or  less  a  very  s imp ' le

reason.  The peop le  l i ved  on  San Anton io ,  Magof f in  and Myr t le ,  those o f  some wea l th

and importance, for  the reason that i t  had a streetcar system. I t  provided trans-

por ta t ion ,  even i f  i t  was  on ly  a  mule-car ,  bu t  to  be  superceded in  la te r  years ,  d -

round the  years  . |902 
or  

. |903,  
by  the  e lec t r i c  cars .  A lso ,  i t  was  c lose to town and

they  cou ld  e i ther  wa lk  o r  r ide  the i r  b icyc le .  You know,  a t  tha t  t ime when you wa ' l k -

ed  to  town,  you d idn ' t  des t roy  your  s ta tus  symbol .  I t  meant  tha t  you  cou ld  wa lk

and s t i l l  be  a  n ice  person;  you know,  genera l ' l y  accepted .

There were four elements in the ear ly t ime of  El  Paso that,  a l l  put  together,

cont r ibu ted  immeasurab ly  to  i t s  p rogress  and c i t i zens '  comfor t :  the  e lec t r i c

streetcar,  the automobi le,  the paved streets and a good water supply.  I  recommend

that  you  look  over  there  on  the  wa l l  and see tha t  hero ic  aer ia l  photograph taken

by the  U.S.  Boundary  and Water  Commiss ion .  I  con tend i t  i s  one o f  the  grea tes t

pictures that was ever taken of  El  Paso. I  am sure that Ponce de Ledn would be

happy w i th  i t ,  too .  You know,  they  say  tha t  he  s ta r ted  a  p lace  ca l led  E l  Paso,  and

I  imag ine  tha t  f rom h ' i s  p resent  v iewpo in t ,  he  is  qu i te  happy  about  the  who le  th ing .

In  ta lk ing  about  impor tan t  rea l  es ta te  sa les ,  the  sa le  when a  who le  c i ty  was  so ld - -

we l l ,  the  t i t l e  o f  the  same i s  over  the re  on  the  wa l l ;  i t  i s  a l so  ou t l i ned  in  the

Plaza on  a  b ronze marker  p rov ided by  the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank- -was in  
. |857 

when h l .D .

Smi th  so ld  the  proper ty  ca l led  "The Town o f  E l  Paso"  fo r  the  fabu lous  sum o f  $6 ,500

to  J .S .  and  H.S .  G i l l e t t ,  J .F .  Crosby ,  J . l l l .  t {a r t i n ,  and  V incen t  S t .  V ra in .  A f te r

purchas ing  the  same,  they  had i t  surveyed by  the  famous Anson Mi l l s .  The Mi11s  map

is  s t i l l  famous today .  I t  showed downtown E l  Paso much l i ke i t  i s  a t  the  present
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t ime,  inc lud ing  the  pub l i c  square ,  wh ich  they

C i ty  o f  E1  Paso .  You  w i l l  reca l l  tha t  i t  was

that t ime donated to the future
. |873 

when our c i ty was incorporat-

ed .  I t  was  a  f ine  town o f  i t s  t ime,  and i t  i s  an  equa l ly  f ine  town o f  today .  And

as they said then (and i t  would hold t rue today) i t  was a haven for"  the weary t ra-

ve le r  and has  seen and heard  the  march ing  o f  Span ish  Co lon ia l  t imes,  saw and heard

the  rumbl ing  oxcar t ,  the  f i rs t  U .S.  so ld ' ie rs ,  and la te r  the  covered wagons,  then

the  famous Je f f  Dav is  Camel  Corps ,  the  s tagecoaches,  the  b las t  o f  s ix -guns ,  and the

shr i l l  o f  the  f i rs t  locomot ive  wh is t le .  And s low ' ly  they  saw law and order  emerge.

R igh t  in  the  P laza ,  t ' ime brought  concer ts ,  bo th  mus ica l  and po l i t i ca l ,  par t io t i c

speeches ga lo re ,  Pres idents '  v is j t ing ,  and th rough the  years  the  march ing  so ld ie rs

o f  our  wars .  Our "  C i ty  Fa thers  des ignated  the  area  as  "The P laza"  in  1E89,  bu t  in
. |902 

the  C i ty  Counc i l  permanent ly  named i t  San Jac in to  P laza .  Yes ,  a l l  o f  th is

s tems f rom tha t  f i r s t  g rea t  land  sa le .

I  wonder i f  any of  you remember-- there must be someone in th is room that does,

perhaps  no t  any  o lder  than I  am--who reca l l s  tha t  en terpr is ' ing  land merchant ,  | r ' l .F .

(F loyd)  Payne,  who fo r  years  had h is  o f f j ce  in  the  Ange lus  Hote l  bu i ld ing  on  the

northwest corner of  Ma' in and North l ' lesa. Do any of  you remember him? I f  so,  ra ise

your  hand.  t /e l l ,  obv ious ly  th is  g roup is  made up  o f  peop ' le  tha t  a re  o f  the  younger

vintage. Be that as i t  may, he was a pioneer community booster and a real  estate

man who shook  th ings  up  around here- -he  rea l l y  d id i - - in  more  ways  than one,  ma in ly

w i th  h is  la rge  revo lv ing  e lec t r i c  s ign  in  the  shape  o f  a  g lobe  o f  the  wor ld .  As  i t

revolved, the people would gawk at  i t  whether i t  be day or night,  and the horses

wou ld  shy .  0n  th is  g ' lobe  was h is  famous s logan,  "Buy  Now.  There  Never  Wi l l  Be

Another  Land Crop. "  Do you ge t  tha t?  There  w i l l  never  be  another  land c rop l

In  ear l ie r  t imes a l l  o ld  E l  Paso subd iv is ions  bore  the  names o f  the  rea l to rs

who promoted them or  who or ig ina l l y  owned a  la rge  por t ion  o f  the  land.  In  the  more

recent  t imes,  they  have gone in  fo r  g lamour  names:  Sunr ise  Acres ,  Mounta inv iew,

Park  Foo th i l l s ,  Sunse t ,  Cres tmont ,  M iss ion  H i l l s ,  e tc .

a t

in
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So the  ques t ion  is ,  why  was Sunset  He igh ts  la id  ou t  the  way i t  was? I t

was simply" as we have ment ioned before,  that  the terrain was such and the ca-

pab i l i t ies  o f  the  horse  and mule  drawn ear th - rnov ing  equ ipment  was such tha t

they  wou]d  ius t  knock  o f f  a  l i t t le  d i r t  here  and there  and pu t  together  a  con-

tour  tha t  wou ld  f i t  the  purse .  That  wou ld  ho ld  t rue  fo r  H igh land Park  and

Manhat tan  He igh ts ,  to  a  g rea t  ex ten t .  And as  fo r  Manhat tan  He igh ts ,  the  o ld

Federal  Smelter used to be there,  but that  is  another story.  Then there was

the  nob o f  Go lden H i l l .  Bu t  f la t te r  a reas  such as  Government  H j l l  and  Morn ing-

s ide  He igh ts  and such d idn ' t  pose much o f  a  p rob lem and/or  cash ou t lay  fo r  de-

ve lopment "  Way back  in  the  ear ly  . |920s  
when Morn ings ide  He igh ts  was be ing  de-

veloped, they used to run a s ign that read, "Get out of  the Smoke and Come Out

to the Ozone."  Now, the development of  Kern Place is a total  and complete story

in  i t se l f  and one o f  g rea tes t  in te res t ,  and I  th ink  tha t  i t  shou ld  be  presented

to th is Society some day by a competent speaker and researcher.  I t  is  a great

s to ry  o f  an  equa l ly  g rea t  l i t t le  man.  Someone asked ear l ' i e r  what  I  knew about

Wood lawn Park .  We ' l '1 ,  i t  was  r igh t  nex t  to  Wash ing ton  Park .  The s t ree tcar  company

bu i l t  a  loop l ine  o f f  o f  A lameda St ree t  to  reach way down in to  the  bosque ad jacent

to  the  r i ver .  Peop le  wou ld  ren t  a  s t ree tcar  fo r  the  even ing  and wou ld  have what

you wou ld  ca l l  "s t ree tcar  p icn ics"  ou t  a t  Wood lawn Park ;  and they  had tab les

set up and there was always a place to comfortably hold a beer keg. 0f  course,

dur ing  h igh  water  t ime they  cou ldn i ' t  go  in to  the  p lace  because i t  was  a l l  f looded,

and shor t l y  therea f te r  the  mosqu i tos  re igned supreme.  I  m igh t  add tha t  as  the

streetcars fu l l  of  merry revelers would come back up Alameda Street and go into

the i r  par t ' i cu la r  par t  o f  town,  happy  vo ices  cou ld  be  heard  s ing ing  over  the  c lack

o f  the  whee ls  and the  thump o f  the  ra i l s r  ds  theJr  happ i ly  sang the  songs  o f  the

day. 0h, yes indeed, those were simple t imes, and maybe simple people.  And I  am

sure ,  though,  to  the  reco l lec t ions  o f  many,  theoccas ions  were  s imp ly  de l igh t fu l .
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Now as  to  the  coming o f  the  ra i l roads ,  tha t  i s  a  s to ry  a lso ' in  . i r1s  own r igh t ,

and i t  is  a very good story,  too.  And I  am proud that the State Nat ional  Bank has

done so wel l  by that  great event in p ' lacing two or three bronze markers in commemo-

rat i  on for  the  in te res t  o f  the  loca l  fo lks ,  as  we l l  as  t rave le rs  who come our

way .  Ra i l road  fam i l i es  i n  t he  ma in  bu i l t  t he i r  homes  c lose  by  where  they  worked .

And  I  m igh tadd tha t  t hey  were  the  f i r s t  g roup  o f  peop le  who  rea l l y  and  t ru l y  dug  i n

and  made  E l  Paso  the i r  home,  i n  name and ' i n  f ac t .  They  were  no  t rans ien ts  and  they

approached the i r  commun' i ty  and personal  a f fa i rs  wi th  enthusiasm. They had been

knocked around and had gone f rom here to  there and somewhere e lse;  but  when they

f i na l l y  came to  E l  Paso ,  i t  was  done  w i th  the  so l i d  j dea  o f  se t t l i ng  down ,  ra i s ing

the i r  f am i l i es ,  he lp i ng  t o  bu i l d  a  commun i t y ;  and  a l l  o f  t ha t  t hey  d i d .  And  t o

them and to the ' i r  memory,  we are def  in i te ly  indebted.

Now here is something that hasn' t  been touched on before and

real  estate,  per se,  Do you know how Houston Square came about?

i t

I t

revolved around

is  loca ted  in

the 900 block on Montana Street.  A few of  you may, but I  doubt i t .  Br ief ly,  here

js the story.  Around the turn of  the century or a wee bi t  before,  the then Galves-

ton ,  Har r isburg  and San Anton io  Ra i l road (known to  us  in  ear l ie r  years  as  the  GH&SA,

wh ich  was fo l lowed by  the i r  counterpar t ,  the  T&N0,  and f ina l l y  a l l  was  gobb led  up

by the Southern Paci f ic  System),  the GH&SA, teaming up with i ts brothers,  SP to the

blest ,  decided that El  Paso was exact ly in the f lat-out middle of  their  system,

the i r  Sunset  Route  be tween New 0r leans- -wh ich  was l2 l l  m i les  f rom here- -and San

Franc isco- -wh ' i ch  was l2 l8 ;  a  to ta l  o f  2439 mi les .  But  as  we were  r igh t  in  the  mjd-

d le ,  th is  was the  p lace  to  have the i r  b ' ig  genera l  hosp ' i ta1  .  So ,  a  square  b lock  o f

land was bought ,  no th ing  e lse .  They  weren ' t  wor r ied  about  park ing  au tomobi les ,  so

a  square  b lock  a t  tha t  t ime was a  te r r j f i c  bu i ld ' ing  area .  l , ^ Ih i le  they  were  mak ing

fur ther  p1ans ,  they  pu t  a  g rea t  b ig ,  h jgh ,  e ' igh t - foo t  fence around the  proper tyo

jus t  the  k ind  o f  fence the  B&B Depar tment  o f  the  ra i l road wou ld  bu i ld ,  so l id  and

s t rong.  You cou ldn ' t  knock  i t  down w i th  a  modern-day  bu l ldozer .  But  as  youn.qs ters
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in the neighborhood, I  recal l  that  we used to pny of f  a board or two and get inside

and look around. I  remember one t ime when i t  served as a haven of  refuge for us

youngsters af ter  we had l i f ted a few vegetables f rom the Chinese vegetable man and

he caught  us in  the  ac t ;  and he  drove h ' i s  car t  r igh t  up  to  open ing  and le f t  i t  there

and then came on ins ide  and f ina ' l1y  caught  us  over  in  the  mesqu i te  bushes  and rea ' l ' l y

belabored us over our rear parts wi th the horse whip.  He ceased to be our favor i te

and I  know i t  was perfect ' ly  okay by him. In later years across f rom this property

was the home of Mr.  S.H. Simmons, the President of  the famous El  Paso and Southwest-

enn Ra i l road.  I  must  add tha t  one t ime we became "messed up"  w i th  tha t  Ch inaman aga in .

As  he  took  ou t  a f te r  us ,  we saw a  carpe t  hang ing  over  a  c lo thes l ine  ready  fo r  a

beat ' ing.  Unfortunately,  the Chinaman caught us under the carpet and we received

the  beat ing l  Enough about  the  poor  o ld  Ch inaman.

Wel l ,  anyhow, the Southern Paci f ic  decided to extend their  operat ion northward

out  o f  San Franc ' i sco  to  the  Por t land area ,  then on  nor th  connect ing  w i th  Seat t le ,

al l  of  which made El  Paso no longer the focal  and/or central  po' int  of  the' i r  opera-

t ion .  So in  the  year  o f  
. |905  

they  en tered  in to  negot ia t ions  w i th  the  C i ty  o f  E l

Paso and a deal  was made whereby the City Fathers bought that  square block of  land

for  $ ]5 ,000n $ . |1000 down and $ ]41000 a  year  la te r .  There  was no  in te res t ,  and I

migh t  add tha t  there  was no  Government  loan,  as  peop le  in  tha t  day  and t ime d idn ' t

buy  any th ' ing  un t i l  they  had the  money in  the i r  h ip  pocket .  So tha t ' s  the  way i t

went and today ' i t  s tands as Houston Square, which might have become the si te e1 16.

Southern  Pac i f i c  Genera l  Hosp i ta l ,  wh ich  went  to  San Franc isco  because the  corpor -

a te  o f f i ces  o f  the  ra i l road were  up  there ;and I ' imag ine  the  we l l - fed  Pres ident  and

the operat ing personnel  weren' t  going to leave there and come down here to get f ree

hosp i ta l i za t ion .  So t ime marched on  and so  d id  the  hosp i ta l ,  a1 l  be fore  Med icare .

Now to  ge t  on  w j th  the  Federa l  Smel te r  tha t  was  loca ted  r igh t  in  the  mjdd le  o f

Manhattan Heights and/or upper Memorial  Park and r ight  across f rom Crockett  Schoo1. l

i t  came in to  be ing  about  
. |899 

as  a  p romot ' iona1 e f fo r t  o f  the  t ' imes.  I  am not  s tay ing

t0
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wi th  co ld  fac ts  and f igures  ton igh t ,  and

have Mi l lard McKinney af ter  me, because

announc ing  i t  tha t  way  so  tha t  I  won ' t

the  essence o f  accuracy .  I 'm jus t

ta lk inq.  Anyhow, somewhere around the turn of  the century,  the Federal  Smelter came

in to  be ing  and i t  opera ted  fo r  about  two or  th ree  years ,  then i t  went  "kaput . "  In

the  meant ime,  in  o rder  to  ge t  a  f lux ing  ore  fo r  smel t ingn  they  had bu i l t  a  smal l

nar row-gauge ra i l road f rom tha t  loca t ion  a l l  a round the  southern  t ip  o f  Mt .  F rank l in

past the famous Cap' les Quamy and on up to and through the Rim Road with a deep cut

or tunnel .  This cut  or  tunnel  was just  about a few yards east of  where Dr.  Robert

Thompson l i ves  today .  You probab ly  read about th ismin ia tu re  ra i l road in  the  more  re -

cent  s to ry  about  the  fami ly  o f  Maur ice  l {cKe l l igon .  Anyhow,  tha t  t ra in  wou ld  come a-

round and go up through that draw in between Kern Place and Rim Road where the l i t -

t1e dump cars would be loaded by hand by ta l l -hat ted Mexicans who would throw the

l imestones in the cars.  The stones were about the s ize of  a bowl ing bal l  and there

must  have been a  hundred mi l l ion  o f  them.  They  looked l j ke  g ian t  camphor  ba l l s ,  fo r

tha t  mat te r .  The Smel te r  went  the  way o f  so  many th ings  o f  tha t  t ime ' in  the  min ing

and smel t ing  bus iness ,  and i t  s tood there  fo r  a  number  o f  years  un t i l  the  Co les  Bro-

thers took over what is now Manhattan Heights and sold the Smelter for  scrap. And

in  la te r  years ,  the  s lag  p i le  was c leared  up  and the  spur  t rack  removed.  You w i l l

no te ,  as  a  reminder  o f  the  Smel te r ,  tha t  the  s t ree ts  s ta r t ing  a t  Grant  Avenue and

runn ing  nor thward  werenamed (some o f  them have been changed)  Lead,  Z inc ,  S i l ver ,  Go ld ,

Copper,  Federal--maybe not in exact ly that  order,  but  the names are correct .  You

wanted to know why Mexican fami l ies then and many of  them today ca' |1 Myrt le Avenue

"Ca l le  l t luer tos . "  I t  wasn ' t  because they  cou ' ldn l t  p ronounce the  word  Myr t le ,  bu t

because near ly  a l l  o f  the  funera l  p rocess ions  o f  tha t  t ime went  ou t  Myr t le  Avenue,

as  a l l  o f  the  churches  were  in  the  t r iangu lar  a rea  o f  Myr t le  and Magof f in  and 0 l i ve

and San Antonio,  and the funeral  processions would go out Myrt le Avenue to ei ther

Concord ja  o r  Evergreen.  So tha t  i s  how "Ca l le  Muer tos"  o r  "Ca l le  de  Muer tos"  came

about.  As a s idel ine,  i t  was not infrequent that  the th i rsty and bereaved mourner$

n
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with equal ' ly  thr isty horses would stop at  the old Midway Sa' loon as they came back

from the bur ia l  services.  The horses were awful  t i red and the dr ivers were so consi-

dera te  o f  them tha t  they  jus t  cou ldn ' t  pass  up  tha t  water  t rough;  and o f  course ,  they

wanted the  pon ies  to  have p len ty  o f  t ime to  d r ink ,  so  they  jus t  go t  ou t  o f  the  veh ic les

and went into that  good old cool  Midway and took on some refreshments in their  own

r igh t .  When the  s t ree tcars  came,  the  horses  d idn ' t  ge t  so  t j red ;  and a lso ,  as  the

automobi les  came,  tha t  w iped ou t  those th i rs ty  s tops  a t  dear  o ld  Midway,  wh ich  was lo -

cated on the corner of  Myrt le and Piedras streets.  The big water t rough stayed there

for many years and is now stored in one of  the c i ty watehouses. Enough of  mourners

and streets and thirsty horses and the old Midway.

When For t  B l i ss  was moved ou t  to  Lanor ia  Mesa (where  i t  i s  loca ted  today)  in

1893, there were no paved roads, of  course, and no streetcars at  that  t ime, so the

road just  wandered out Myrt le Avenue and angled up about where Cotton Avenue is and

slanted of f  to the northeast and on out where Pershing Drive wanders today, on up and

through the  south  en t rance,  o r  tha t  wh ich ' i s  ca l led  the  Persh ' ing  Gate .  Persh ' ing  St ree t

used  to  be  ca l led  B l i ss  a l l  the  way .  Now there  i s  a  s t ree t  ca l led  B l j ss  bu t  i t  i s

no t  o f  any  grea t  leng th ,  so  Persh ing  St ree t  j s  where  the  o ld  ca l i che  paved road t ra -

veled and that is where the escort  wagons pu' l led by mules went their  way.

Yes, water,  potable water,  or  commonly known as dr inking water,  was very import-

an t  to  the  progress  o f  E l  Paso;  i t  p layed a  b ig  par t .  And dr jnk ing  water  in  E l  Paso

got of f  to a poor start .  I t  was nothing other than water that  came from the Rio Gran-

de and was p laced in  wooden bar re ls  (usua l ly  empty  wh iskey  bar re ls )  and the  a i r t

and re fuse  was a l lowed to  se t t le  to  the  bo t tom.  The top  water  was sk inned

o f f  and  used  f o r  ba th i ng  and  wash ' i ng  and  d i shwash ing .  Bu t ' i f  i t  was  t o  be

d runk ,  i t  had  to  be  bo i l ed "  And  we l l -equ ipped  homes  had  seven  bame ls  i n  t he  rea r ,

one for  each day in  the week.  Our  munic ipa l  waterworks of  the day was star ted of f  by

the Wat ts  Brothers f rom St .  Louis ;  they got  a  f ranch ' ise to  bui ld  a water  system. La-

ter  on they were forced to  se l l  out  because the water  was bad and people were get t ing

12
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typhoid at  regular intervals.  I t  later became the Internat ional  Waterworks and later

the  Ct ty  o f  E l  Paso Waterworks ,  and is  now known as  the  E l  Paso Water  Ut i l i t i es ,  and

a lso  by  the  h igh- fa lu t in '  name o f  The Pub l ic  Serv ice  Board ,  wh ich  g ives  i t  d ign i ty ,

they say. But we also at  t imes had the High' land Park Waterworks,  the Aust in Terrace

Waterworks'  which pret ty wel l  took care of  Mr.  James Graham McNary's ernpire.  Then

we had the Zach White Waterworks in the Country Club area. I  might add that a wind-

mi l l  w i th  a  water  tank  in  the  backyard  dur ing  the  ear ly  days  was a  de f in i te  s ign  o f

a f f luence,  and a1 l  o f  the  w indmi l l s  were  e i ther  S tover  o r  Ec l ipse ,  bo th  good brands .

Hav ing  your  own w indmi l l  andyourown s to rage tank  wasn ' t  very  exc i t ing  fo r  the  house-

wives that had them, because they knew pret ty wel l  what would come out when they open-

ed the water faucet.  But the fo lks who didn' t  have that equipment were always subject

to the element of  surpr ise;  they never knew what the water spigot would br ing for th.

El  Paso's f i rst  s idewalks were wooden and they were few and far between. Later

on ,  some enterpr is ing  sou ' l s  supp lemented them wi th  a  ta r - l i ke  subs tance tha t  was  mix -

ed  w i th  the  sand and ca l led  macadam.  The wooden wa lks  were  tough on  bare  fee t ;  sp in -

te rs  wou ld  come fo r th .  But  equa l ly  so ,  dur ing  the  ho t  summer t jme,  the  ta r  s idewalks

wou ld  burn  bare  fee t ,  and equa l ly  so  th rough the  so les  o f  shoes .  Then a long came

the Mitchel ls and the Crocketts wi th cement s jdewalks here and there,  which also made

for  good ro l le rska t ing ,  perambula tors ,  and toy  wagons.

You want to know why in the o1d days and/or why whenever you see a picture of  a

one-horse smal l  wagon that used to be on every street corner in-- i  paso.. .  ' . . te- ia i teO

them "exp les ' i tos ; "  in  o ther  words ,  "express  wagons l 'who wou ld  hau l  I i t t le  i tems here

and there  and fo r  d i f fe ren t  s to res .  Yes ,  they  a lways  d id  have a  dog runn ing  under -

neath  the  wagon,  a  hound dog,  and th is  dog d id  a lways  have a  long ta i l  w i th  a  hook  on

the end of  i t .  And the story was that the reason he had the hook in the ta i l  was so

that he could hook i t  around the rear axle and help propel  h imsel f  down the dusty

s t ree ts  and under  the  wagons so  tha t  he  wou ld  be  ou t  o f  the  sun.  How do you l j ke  tha t?

Be al l  of  that  as i t  may, wherever you saw a Mexican "expresi to" you saw a hound dog

l 3
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c lose  by .  I  m igh t  add tha t  they  cou ld  load more  fu rn i tu re  on  one o f  those l i t t le

old wagons than you can in a van todayn and the top of  the load always contained

e i ther  a  coop fu l l  o f  ch ickens  or  a  b i rdcage or  two;  and usua l ly  the  lady  o f  the

house was s i t t ing  r igh t  on  the  f ron t  sea t  nex t  to  the  dr iver  ho ld ' ing  the  t rad i t ' i ona l

mock ingb i rd ,  "chonter "  e i ther  jn  o r  ou t  o f  the  cage.

Around the turn of  the century,  d id they have shopp' ing centers? 0f  course they

d id ,  jn  a  sense.  There  was Midway a t  Cot ton  and Bou levard  (now Yande l l ) ,  F ive  Pofn ts ,

A l ta  V is ta ,  Tompk ins  St ree t ,  and ou t  a t  L inco ln  Park .  And l ' i t t le  c lus te rs  o f  s to res

they were, wi th maybe a cant ina and a pool  hal l  c lose by.  But they were shopping

centers  o f  the i r  day ,  and ne ighborhood ga ther ing  p laces .

I  w i l l  take  the  l iber ty  here  o f  mak ing  an  observa t ion ,  because we are  d iscuss ing

th ings  o f  yes teryear ,  wh ich  na tura l l y  revo lves  around bu i ld ings  o f  the  same,  most  o f

wh ich  are  gone,  bu t  many s t i ' |1  s tand.  And I  guess  the  reason is  as  per  tha t  famous

arch i tec t  who made a  ta lk  in  E l  Paso severa l  years  ago,  and par t  o f  wh ich  revo lved

around "communj ty  o r  s t ruc tu ra l  b l igh ts . "  He contended tha t  most  peop le  assoc ia te  a

b l igh ted  a rea  w i th  age ,  o ld  bu i ld ings ,  o1d  p ' ipes ,  and  ius t  o ld .  Bu t  he  sa id  tha t

b l igh t  o f  tha t  k ind  i s  usua l l l y  the  resu l t  o f  90% neg ' lec t  and  abou t  l0% age .  We l l ,  i f

you look arouncf i  Oi t ,  you wit i  f ind that  to ne t f re c i i " .  I  can show you some SO-year-

o ld  s t ruc tu res  in  E l  Paso tha t  have been proper ly  ma in ta ined,  bo th  res ident ia l ,  apar t -

ment and buls ' iness types, and they are good, br ight ,  snappy and hab' i table,  and serving

a good purpose.  0 thers  o f  the  same age are  fa l l ing  in to  decay .  0 f  course ,  the  e ' le -

ment of  absentee ownership and local  representat ion that does not demand proper main-

tenance is  a  b ig  fac to r .  I  am a f ra id  we w i l l  have more  "ear ly  age b ' l igh t "  in  the

years ahead than we have had in the past.

Let me get back on the nostalgic t rack again for  a moment and tel l  you about ano-

ther  hunters '  parad ise  shopp ing  center  o f  ear l ie r  days .  We used to  hunt  ducks  in  the

L inco ln  Park  a rea  where  there  was a  b ig  lake  tha t  never  went  d ry ,  and the  ducks  and

geese l i ked  i t  as  a  s topp ing  o f f  p lace  jn  the  la te  fa l l  and  w in te r .  To  reach i t  you
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would  go  to  the  end o f  the  Wash ing ton  Park  s t ree tcar  l ine  and ge t  o f f  a t  Boone and

Alameda,  and f rom there  you wou ld  wa lk  over  to  the  b ig  lake  by  sk i r t ing  Evergreen

Cemetery .  You cou ld  descr ibe  i t  as  be ing  loca ted  be tween Concord ia  and the  ra i l road

tracks,  and i t  would reach out as far  as Chelsea Street is today, more than a mi le and

a ha l f  1ong.  0n  your  way to  the  hunt jng  grounds,  you  wou ld  come by  a  l i t t le  s to re

operated by a nice Mexican gent leman, and the store was named El  Porvenir .  That

means by  rough t rans la t ion ,  " the  fu tu re , "  o r  " th ings  to  come. "  He so ld  odds  and ends

of th ings that were used in the neighborhood and also th ings for the hunter.  Then

came the  l i t t le  s to re  named E l  Buen Tono.  I t  had a  f r iend ly  sound and a  f r iend ly

person  opera ted  the  shop .  I t , ' l i ke  the  o ther ,  had  sho tgun  she l l s  and  o ther  i tems o f

chesse and c rackers ,  sard ines ,  and a  s l i ce  o r  ham or  so ,  and some sausages- -a1 l  the

th ings  tha t  a  hunter  wou ld  need- -and a l l  w i th  p len ty  o f  "ba loney . "  The las t  s to re  was

ca l led  E l  U l t imo Ba lazo .  The t rans la t ion  o f  tha t  means " the  las t  sho t , "  and indeed

i t  was  the  las t  sho t ,  because when you le f t  i t ,  there  was no th ing  e lse  except  the  lake

and the  boondocks  and mesqu i te  and sagebrush,  unend ing  and reach ' ing  the  fa r  hor jzon .

But th is l i t t le center was di f ferent f rom the others in that  i t  had a t idyo comforta-

b le  and we l l -s tocked cant ina .  And a f te r  a l l  o f  th is  came the  ducks .  But  o f  course ,

i f  you  s tayed in  E l  U l t imo Ba lazo  too  long,  your  shoot ing  capab i l i t ies  were  grea t ly

reduced.

Yes, al l  the i tems of  h istor ical  nature that  you see about th ' is  room belong to

the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank ,  and I  am sure  tha t  you ,  l i ke  thousands o f  o thers  in  E l  Paso,

are grateful  to them for their  ef for ts in t ry ing to hold the history of  th is town to-

ge ther  v i t l  works  o f  a r t ,  pub l i sh ing  o f  books ,  suppor t ing  h is to r ica l  g roups  and erec t -

ing some 30 or more bronze marker- tablets al l  over El  Paso. Our Then and Now Library

is made up of  some 250 i tems. Each represents considerable expense and a great deal

o f  e f fo r t ,  bu t  they  w i l l  serve  we l l  in  no t  on ly  p reserv ing  the  pas t ,  bu t  showing the

way to the future.  And through them you can see that good men and women have been in-

volved in,  and worked for,  th ' is  community for  a long t ime. I t  is  a community that  has
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always  been growing .  I t  i sn ' t  jus t  someth ing  tha t  happened yes terday  or  tooay ;  i t

has been growing because we have been blessed with good people who have been wi l l ing

to put back into th is community some of that  which they have received.

In  conc lus ion ,  we want  to  thank  the  C i ty  P lann ing  Depar tment  fo r  the i r  ass is tance

inmanyways,  the  E l  Paso C i ty  L ines  fo r  the i r  numerous  h is to r ica l  con t r ibu t ions ,  and

cer ta in ly  the  E ' l  Paso Pub l ic  L ib rary ,  and two o f  our  good fe l low c i t i zens ,  Mi l la rd

and Stel la McKinney, who are forever cooperat ing wi th and helping others to put El

Paso's best foot  forward in matters of  h istory and i ts preservat ion and other worth-

wh i le  endeavors .  And in  speak ing  o f  endeavors ,  we are  indebted ,  a lso ,  to  Leon Metz

ton igh t  fo r  h is  he lp  and the  he lp  o f  h is  s ta f f .  Leon,  I  unders tand,  has  commi t ted

h imse l f  to  p rov id ' ing  you w ' i th  a  very  in te res t ing  program a t  oun nex t  quar te r ly  meet ing .

I  know tha t  i t  w j l l  be  a  good program and w i l l  fo l low th rough on  the  theme tha t  we

d id  have a  robus t ,  shoot - 'em-up town o f  gore  and b lood and te r r ib le  s tu f f ;  bu t  we

a lso  had good men and women,  s tou t ,  rugged,  tough,  and good sou ls  who fought  i t

through and put togbther a c i ty and area that has at t racted others to come our way

and help bui ld for  the tomomows. I  might add that law and order d ' id come to th is

community the hard way and that i t  represents a saga in i ts own r ight .  And we hope

tha t  Leon  w i l l ,  as  they  say ,  "g ive  ' i t  a  good  wh i r l  . "

As  a  supp lement ,  we are  g iv ing  you the  names o f  some o f  the  o ld - t ' ime bu i lders

and developers and real  estate men to whom we owe much, and also some of the names of

ear ly -day  fami l ies  who l i ved  in  the  areas  tha t  have been d iscussed in  th is  p resenta-

t ion  o f  mine ,  wh ich  rea ' l l y  has  been "shoot ing  f rom the  h ip"  f rom the  s tandpo ' in t  o f

rhe tor ic ,  h is to ry  and reco l lec t ion .  I  hope I  haven ' t  bored  you beyond the  po in t  o f

endurance, and also want you to know that I  am grateful  to you for your interest  in

our home community and the great opportuni t ies that  are avai lable to us to fur ther

i t s  goodness ,  as  members  o f  the  E l  Paso County  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty .  Good n igh t .
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