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Chr is  P .  Fox
by Leon C- Metz

Ju ly  25 ,  1972

I { :

F :

t r lhat  in the wor ld does Chris P. Fox stand for? I  a lways thought i t  was

fo r  Chr i s topher ,  bu t  someone sa id  no ,  j t  a jn ' t  Chr i s topher .

Wel1 ,  my mother  was a  Ho l lander .  She was born  in  Amsterdam.  My fa ther

was with the Dutch East Indies Company before he was transferred over

here .  The  name Chr is t iaan ' i s  p rominen t  jn  the  fami l y ;  and  the  midd le

in j t i a l ,  P . ,  i s  fo r  Pe t rus ,  common ly  known as  Pe te r .  And  Fox . . .  My

fa ther  was born  in  Mi lwaukee.  H is  fa ther  was born  in  Germany '  as  was

h is  mother .  But ,  h is  fa ther  and mother  mar r ied  over  in  th is  count ry

and the name l . las Fuchs.

Th is  i s  your  g randfa ther?

My paterna l  g randfa ther .  When he f in ished co l lege over  there ,  ve ter inar ian

schoo l  ' i n  Europe ( they  used to  ca l l  them horse  doc tors  then) ,  why  he  was

at  the  r ipe  age o f  21 ,  where  they  were  e f ig ib le  to  go  in to  the  Army.

There  was no  request ,  no  horse fea thers  about  j t .  21  years  o ld - -booml

In the Army --  i f  you were breathing.

Th is  j s  in  Germany?

Yes.  So he  dec jded to  the  cont ra ry  and s l ipped ou t  o f  there  th rough

Belgu ' im,  I  th ink ,  and wound up  w i th  re la t j ves  in  l t l i lwaukee.  La ter  on

he marr jed my grandmother.

Was she from Germany, too?

She  was  f rom Germany  o r i g ina l l y .  Bu t  she

g i r l ,  i n  M i lwaukee .  My  f a the r ' s  name  was

a brother  named Edward ' i la lber tha Fuchs.

yea r  be fo re  the  C jv i l  War  s ta r ted ,  abou t

Where was he born?

In  M i lwaukee .  He  and  h i s  b ro the r  bo th .

had  I  i ved  he re  s i nce  a  l ' i t t l e

Chan les  An thony  Fuchs .  He  had

So my father was born about a

. l 860 .

M :

r .

M:

F :

I\4 .

F :

M:

F : As  t ime  moved  on ,  w i th  the  C iv i l
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M .

F :

War on  and the  t^ l i scons in  Zouves ,  we11,  the i r  garb  took  a f te r  tha t  o f  the

French Zouves  or  equ iva len t  o f  the  French Fore ign  Leg ion- - the  panta loon

t rousers ,  wh i te  boots ,  and a l l  tha t  s tu f f .  They  had a  lo t  o f  horse  s tu f f

jn  the ' i r  suppor t  e lements - -you know,  fo r  the i r  supp ly  wagons and ar t i l l e ry

and th is ,  tha t ,  and the  o ther ,  so  they  ius t  had a  lo t  o f  horses .  They

needed horse doctors,  so Gnandfather Fuchs had the del ight  of  get t ing away

from the Army in Germany and gett ' ing in i t  here.

Did he get in the Army over here?

Sure ,  the  Wiscons in  Zouves  Nat jona l  Guard  Un j t .  I t  was  taken jn to  the

regu lar  Army fo rces .  He go t  in  the  f ron t  o f  a  cannonba l l  down in

V icksburg ,  Miss iss ipp i - - the  Bat t le  o f  V icksburg- -and tha t  was  the  end

of Grandpa Fuchs. Later on, fo l lowing the war by a number of  years when

my father was about l9 or 2A, his brother Edward deveJoped an asthmat jc

condi t ion,  so the mother gave my father and Edward some money and told

them to  go  West  to  see  j f  j t  wou ld  he lp  h is  cond i t i on ,  wh ich  i t  d id .

They both remajned out here and in later years my maternal  grandfather '

Pe ls ,  was  t rans fer red  (h is  name was Mar t in  P .  Pe ls )  by  the  Dutch  Eas t

Indies Company to take over the operat ions of  the Maxwel l  Land Grant '

wh ich  was a  jo jn t  ven ture  be tween the  Br i t j sh  and the  Dutch .  I t  ex -

tended a long the  Co lorado-New Mex ico  border  fo r  many,  many mj les ,  in to

each te r r i to ry  about  20  or  30  mj les .  I t  he ld  g rea t  depos j ts  o f  coa1,

o ther  mjnera ls ,  and vas t  resources  o f  t imber  and ranch ing '  l i ves tock

ra is ing ,  and  agr i cu l tu re .  So  he  managed i t .

Does anybody have records or are his records st i l l  intact?

0h,  yes ;  ' i t  was  a l l  in  h is  records .  A  woman ius t  wro te  a  book  here  a

wh i le  back .  She wro te  i t  on  the  Maxwel l  Land Grant .  I  have a  copy  a t

home. She quoted my grandfather at  some length.  So anyhow, in later years

M:

F :
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F :
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the d i f f i cu l ty  o f  ge t t ing  the  name Fuchs  proper ' l y  spe l led  and pro-

nounced out in th is western country had the boys change i t  to Fox.

Was ' i  t  changed 1 egal  1y?

0h,  yes .  Dur ing  the  jn te rven ing  years ,  my mother '  my s is te r ,  and I

wou ld  have these peop le  f rom l4 j lwaukee come dcwn*- these cous ins  o f  my

fa ther .  They  were  a l l  Fuchs 'and  we cou ld  no t  qu i te  ge t  i t  s t ra igh t .

My  Dad sa id ,  "We l l ,  someday  I ' l l  t e l1  you  a l l  abou t  i t  and  ge t  you  f i xed

up. "  So,  when we bought  our  f i rs t  au tomobi le ,  we were  go ' ing  back  to

Raton,  New Mex ico  fo r  a  v is i t ,  and  we s tayed overn igh t  in  Santa  Fe.

I t  took us about four days to get up there wi th no paved roads. Every

few mj les  you s topped and opened and c losed a  ga te .

When was th ' i s ,  Chr is?

l9 l4  o r  1915.  So we s tayed overn igh t  in  Santa  Fe,  and my fa ther  to )d

my mother the next mornjng at  breakfast  that  we would be gone a few

minutes ,  tha t  he  wou ld  take  us  to  the  U.S.  Cour thouse.  So we went  over

there  and my Dad to ld  the  c le rk  the  t ' ime and da te  o f  the  cour t ' s  ac t ions

tha t  he  wou ld  l i ke  to  see,  and to ld  h im why- -he  to ld  h jm about  the  name

chang ing .  And there  j t  was  on  the  book .  I t  sa id  tha t  on  such and such

a date in lB79 that Char les Anthony Fuchs and Edward tdalbertha Fuchs

pet i t ioned the court  so that  thejr  name be changed to Fox, and the pe-

t i t jon  was gran ted .  So tha t ' s  how i t  came about .

They came from Mi lwaukee down to Raton, and then dr i f ted down to El

Paso?

Yeah. In later years,  af ter  my father marr ied,  they came down here.

Why d jd  they  go  to  Raton  ins tead o f  s t ra igh t  on  across  to  Ca l  i fo rn ia  o r

somep ' lace  l i ke  tha t?

F: l lJel l ,  they wanted to come to the mountain country,  which is supposed

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :
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to be good for their pulmona.ry ailments.

About when did they leave Raton to corne to El Paso?

lr le l l ,  I  would say about 
'1894. 

I  was born here in 1897. About that

time my father went to work for what was then known as Ketelsen and

Degatau. Later on it became Krakauer, Zork and Moye Hardware Company,

and it is known today as Zork Hardware Company. He was a hardware and

machinery sa' lesman and was the f i rst  man outside of  o ld man t^ lh i te of

Car lsbad to go down into the present Car lsbad Caverns.

tl las he sort of a spelunker or did he just happen to be up there?

No, he had his route that he trave'led. One day when he came in they

told him, "The next t ime you go to Eddie ( that 's Car lsbad today),  you

send a telegram to Mr. Jim White a day or two ahead. He wants to take

you to a place where he's got a lot  of  bat  guano and he wants to work

up some kind of  equipment to get i t  out  of  there.  To haul  i t  out  on

the  back  o f  a  man isn ' t  p rac t ica l  and you can ' t  have l i ves tock  in  there

to move i t  out ."  So he got Mr.  White in a buckboard and drove out to

the place and my Dad went down with Mr.  White and the bucket.  He looked

th is  p lace  over ,  and o f  course  they  d idn ' t  see  then. . .  I  mean th is  was

before any thought of  Car lsbad Caverns.  They were just  ' looking 
straight

ahead at  th is great deposi t  of  bat  guano and made some recornmendat ions.

They picked up a l i f t  on a cable and that took care of  that .

Did your dad always remain a machinery sal.esman?

Yes;  oh ,  yes .

Where did your father 
' l ive 

in El  Paso?

0h,  we l i ved  in  many p ' laces .  You see,  my fa ther  was qu i te  ac t ive .  H is

f i rst  iob in Raton was as a Wel ls Fargo agent,  assistant agent,  and then

later on he became an agent when the Santa Fe came through here.

M:

F :

M:

F :

M:

F:

M:

F :
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What were the major duties?

Wel l ,  hfs dut ies then were more or less what you would cal l  a baggage

c le rk ,  a  g lo r i f ied  baggage c le rk .  Before  the  Santa  Fe go t  to

Raton, i t  stopped at  La Junta at  that  t ime. That 's cal led the meet ing

p lace- -La  Junta .  S t i l l  i t  was  on  the  main  l ine  o f  the  Santa  Fe"  and i t

handled money and al l  of  those things (valuables and per ishables and

whatever was the order of  the day).  That 's what i t  was'  an express

company, in other wordsr 'We1ls Fargo. So when he ret i red f rom that '

in the meant ime he got himsel f  busy and got himsel f  an interest  in bui ld-

ing a power plant and water works,  and then resigned from Wel ls Fargo.

I  st i l l  have the lantern that  they gave him when he ret i red.

Is th is the power plant,  water works at  Raton?

At Raton. And then he got in and establ ished a very thr iv ing business

cal led the Fox Hardware Company there.  Today i t 's  known as Hobb's Hard-

ware Company. So along in the spr ingt ime of  1893.. .  in the meant ime

my mother and her parents, sisters, and brothers had moved to Raton to

take up headquarters there, with the Maxwell Land Grant. She and my

father met and they got marr ied and went to Coronado, Cal i fornia (below

San Diego) on their  honeymoon. My Dad was stretched out k ind of  th in

here i ind there,  f inancial ly,  in al l  these operat , ions which predicated

tha t  every th ' ing  had to  be  a lways  go ing  we1 l ,  you  know,  And b t  gosh,  the  Pan ic

o f '93  came a1ong.  When he go t  badk  o f f  h fa  honeymoon,  they  were

wel l  broke. So my mother,  being the couragious type with him, why they

took their  
' lumps 

and f i led for  bankruptcy voluntar i ly  and l iquidated

the best they could.  They and ny young sister El izabeth (whom I  never

knew; she died af ter  they moved to El  Paso of  meningi t is)  moved to El

Paso. They had to go out and look for a l iv ing.  So he went to work

M:

F :
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f i rs t  w i th  H.  L .  I l fe ld ,  a  w ide ly  known merchand is ing  f i rm then '

t rading in goods, wears,  and al l  that  in Las Vegas, New Mexico. He was

there about a year when better opportunity came here" But let me digress

a minute.  Al l  dur ing our younger years,  at  the t ime that my sister

began to remember, my father would be out three weeks on the road and

work three weeks in the store (a 1oca1 plant of  Krakauern Zork and

Moye).  The other three weeks, why, he would be out haul ing on the

trai l .  So each payday I  would note that  my mother and father would s i t

around the supper table,  af ter  they would c ' lean up; and we were si t t ing

doing our lessons and they wou' ld do a lot  of  f igur ing.  She would say'

"So much fo r  th is , "  and he  wou ld  say ,  "Yes ,  and so  much fo r  tha t . "  In

the meant ime they were bui ld ing some houses and sel l ing them. In

that day and t ime you didn' t  have housing developers who would bui ' ld

a  who le  ra f t  o f  them.  You bu i l t  one  and usua l ly  go t  in  i t  and  so ld  i t .

t{e moved many places around town. I guess they must have built 25 or

30 houses here,  and we 
' l ived 

in easi ly 20 of  them.

Was this your parents who bui l t  these houses?

Yes. I  was an expert  in taking down and putt ing up window shades and

making them f i t .  To make a long story short ,  what happened was that

in 
.|9.|5, 

it was a great day. They paid off every darned dime they owed

out of  that  bankruptcy in Raton. People did that  then. And they bought

an automobi le and we returned to Raton in t r iumph and sty le.  0f  course,

that's where he showed us that [the name change] was on the book there

in Santa Fe. So I  had a very interest ing boyhood. Our parents were,

l ike I  to ld you, not weal thy;  but  they came from good stock.  we always

had a good roof over oulr  heads and never an empty stomach. l , ' le d ' idn' t

have any  fancy  th ings ,  bu t  we were  f rom a  good,  midd le  c lass  fam' i l y  a t
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F :
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t ha t  t ime .  A l l  o f  i t  was  spen t  he re  and  many  i n te res t i ng  th ings  have

taken  p ' l ace .  Now,  tha t ' s  enough  o f  t ha t .  Jus t  go  where  you  wan t  t o .

Te l . l  me  a  l i t t l e  b j t  abou t  you r  mo the r .  hJha t  was  he r  ma iden  name?

Her majden name was Anto inet te  Pels .  When they came over  here she

entered East  Denver  High School  and graduated f rom there whi le  they

were  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  house  to  be  bu i l t  i n  Ra ton .  She  was  qu ' i t e  a

1ady .

l v l :  I 'm sure  tha t  she  was.  Can you descr ibe  your  fa ther?  Was he  a  ta l l

man I  i  ke yoursel  f?

He was about  my he igh t ,  s ix  fee t -one,  bu t  had a  b ig  moustache fo r  many

years .  Ba ld  headed f rom the  beg inn ing  tha t  I  reca l l  h jm,  and we ighed pre t ty

good,  about  250 or  260 pounds,  bu t  he  th inned down a  l i t t le  b i t .  Bu t  he

l j ked  good food- -no t  fancy  food,  bu t  good food- -and a  lo t  o f  j t ,  and  en ioyed

h is  beer  and  a le .

He  sounds  l i ke  an  in te res t inq  fe l low.

Yes,  he  was.

When d id  he  d ' ie ,  Chr is?

In  l92 l  a t  the  age o f  61 ,  somewhere  jn  there ,  o f  pneumonia .  H is  g rea tes t

legacy  to  me,  I  be l ieve ,  and my mother ,  too ,  was  the  fac t  tha t  as  I  was

growing  up  a f te r  h is  death  and i 'd  ge t  ou t  in  th is  southwestern  te r r i to ry ,

wherever rny father had been before me, I  met a f r jend. He opened many

doors  fo r  me.  He d idn ' t  know,  o f  course .

When d id  you mother  d ie?

My mother  d ied  in  1949.  She was s t ruck  by  an  au tomobi le  in  f ron t  n f

Scot t i sh  R i tes  Cathedra l .  She was k i l led  there  in  November  o f  
. l949 .

was 79 .

What do you remember most about your mother?

F :

t4:

F :

t he

She
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F: al  ways,

M :

F :

She was a very handsome, pret ty woman. She always had a strong wj l l ,  and

unt i l  her  dy ing  day ,  she  re ta jned her  Dutch  accent - -a  de l igh t fu l  one.

Te l l  me,  how d id  she look?

She was a ta l l  woman, camied hersel f  wel l ,  had a nice f igure;  she was

always dressed modest ly but at t ract ively.  She had a lot  of  f r iends here

in El  Paso among the old t imers.

You were born here in E'l Paso on what day of December, 1897?

December 5, down at 1210 East San Antonio Street, across from the Sun

Tower down there.

The high r ise apartments?

Yes,  r igh t  across  f rom there .  That  house is  s t i l l  there .

What  i s  your  ear l ies t  reco l lec t ion?

My ear ' l iest  recol lect ion? 0f  course, Vou have got to remember that  a lot

of  people ta lk ing about how they remember th ings ear l ier  and ear l ier ,

wel l ,  they don' t .  Somebody else to ' ld them about i t  and they thought

they remembered i t .  But I  recal l  down on that place how the r iver

used to f loodthere qui te of ten,  on San Antonio Street.  One of  the street

workers ,  oh ,  long  ago,  a  n ice  o ld  Mex ican,  had one leg  o f f  and he  had a

peg leg.  I  remember that  he was stepping with that  peg leg r ight  in the

midd le  o f  a  g rea t  b ig  f rog .  That ' s  n1y  f i rs t  reco l lec t ion .  I  was  s i t t ing

there on the buggy step and saw it. The other one was when we moved from

there over to 1. |3 ' l  Myrt le;  that  house is st i l ' l  there,  too.  I  burned

my hand badly on some hot ashes. I  was playing with something that f lew

into some ashes there in the backyard and I  reached over and got i t .  I

st i l l  have a pret ty good scar there.  So those were the f i rst  two things.

But there were too many things to recal' l  now.

Where did you start  school?

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :

F :
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F : I  f i r s t  wen t  t o  schoo l  a t  t he  Sunse t  Schoo l ,  wh ich  i n

Nor th  E l  Paso  S t ree t ,  where  the  admin i s t ra t i on  o f f i ce

D id  you  cons ide r  you rse l f  a  good  s tuden t?

No ,  I  was  hav ' i ng  too  much  fun .  I  was  p lay ing  ba ' l l  and

my 1eg and was out  for  a  year .  A broken 1eg was a b ' ig

How d id  you  do  i t ?

now Rio Grande and

is  now.

of course I  broke

th ing  then,  you know.

M:

F :

M:

F :

M :

F :

M :

F :

up in  Co lorado one t ime,  on  a  t r ip  w i th  my mother ,  s is te r ,  and dad;  my horse

ran away and I  broke i t .  I  lost  a year there and another hal f  a year w' i th

pneumonia ;  so  I  los t  a  yeay"  and a  ha l f .  Bu t  I  l i ked  a l l  k inds  o f  spor ts

and spent  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  t ime w i th  tha t .  Bu t  I  cou ld  ge t  my lessons  when

the heat was on, and that was qui te f requent ly.  When I  graduated from El

Paso H igh  in  
. |9 . |7 ,  

I  go t  a  p rov ' i s iona l  cer t i f i ca te  un t i l  I  made up  some

Span ish .  I  go t  in to  a  b ig  fuss  w i th  my Span ish  teacher .  She was red-

headed and real ly mean at  the t ' ime; but a good teacher.  l .ater on we were

good f r iends .  So anyhow,  I  had what  we wou ld  ca l l  today  a  foo tba l l  scho la r -

sh ip  fo r  West  Po jn t ,  0h io  Wes leyan,  Brown,  and Leh igh .  B  u  t  a f te r  g radua-

t ion,  i t  was wart ime, and they were want ing these robust young fel lows to

go and save the wor ld for  the Democrats.  So, there went the col lege educa-

t ion.  Gladys Fox and I  marr ied short- ly af ter  that .

You were in World l^ lar  I?

Yes .

I  d idn ' t  know tha t .  What  was  i t  tha t  you  d id  in  Wor ld  War  I?

Wel l ,  I  was  s ix  o r  e igh t  months  ge t t ing ' in to  i t ,  bu t  f i na l l y  I  go t

in to  the  Mar ine  Corps .  They  were  on  the i r  overseas  t ra in ing .  When

we f in jshed a l l  tha t ,  we were  t rans fer red  to  Cuanaco,  V j rg in ia ,  and
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we were sent out to what was to be cal led the Red Bank today, in

New Jersey, for  overseds loading out when the Armist ice came.

Then we were delegated to go to Russia--v ladivostok.  But when we

got to Bremberton Navy Yard to load out there,  that  was al l  stopped.

So then about s ix months later,  I  came home. I  had a very uneventful

and frustrat ing t ime because when war is on, you want to go where i t

i s .  You ' t 'e  no t  in te res ted  in  be ing  somewhere  e lse .  The in te res t ing

thing about that  is  th is.  I  r , r ient  determined to get into the

Marine Corps and the f i rst  couple of  t imes I  was turned down because

I had a f lut ter ing heart ,  which later turned out to be a bunch of

bologna; but i t  got  into my record.  I  was delayed some six or seven

months.  But anyhow, my fr iends of  the contemporary age, they got into

the Nat ional  Guard and somewhere else.  They got over to France

before I  learned which end of  the gun the bul let  came out of .  so that

was  i t .

coming back  to  h igh  schoo l , .you  won a l l  these scho larsh ips .  L , Ihy  d idn ' t

you go to '  say,  west Point? You wouldn' t  have been draf ted.

Wel l ,  before I  got  out of  the service,  I  came back here and we qot

mar r ied .

I  see .

Nobod.y  who 's  mar r ied  goes  to  bJes t  Po in t .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  wou ld  have

had any problems scholast ical ly,  at  any oi l  the others;  but  then i t

was a job,  you know. -L ' lhen yOu marr ied,  you said that  you took this

woman as  your  lawfu l  w i fe ;  bu t  a lso  your  job  was to  suppor t

her,  too.  And there were no wea' l thy parents in back of  e i ther one of

us .  Her  fa ther  was a  longt ime ra i l road man,  a  sen jo r  conductor  on

the Golden State Limited, and a very f ine person, as was her mother.
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What was her maiden name?

Gladys  Lundy.

Coming back  to  schoo l  aga in ,  I ' ve  heard  tha t  our  f r iend  S lam Marsha l l

was  ta lk ing  to  you ou t  there  a t  the  base,  remin isc ing"  Apparent ly

you went  to  schoo l  w i th  h jm.

Yeah.  He was about  one year  la te r  in  schoo l  than me.

Do you recal  I  much about him?

0h,  no t  too  awfu l  much a t  tha t  t ime,  a l though we l i ved  in  re la ted

ne ighborhoods.  But  he  was a  good ba l l  p layer ,  baseba l l  p layer ,  and

af te r  the  war  he  used to  p ' lay  a  l i t t le  semi -pro  ba ' |1  a round here .

I ' ve  heard  tha t  he  re fe r red  to  you as  the  "L i t t le  Genera l "  back  in  h igh

schoo l .  Where  d id  you ge t  a  tag  l i ke  tha t?

I  guess  tha t ' s  because I  spent  too  much t ime in  a th le t ' i cs

i  was  under  the  impress ion  tha t  i t  meant  tha t  here  was Chr is  Fox ,  Pres j -

dent  o f  the  C l  ass .

When we moved into the new high schoo' l  we helped organ' ize the f i rst

s tudent  counc i l .  They  made me Pres ident .  I  go t  to  see tha t  I  behaved

myse l f .  We organ ized the  E l  Paso H igh  Schoo l  A th le t i c  Assoc ia t jon ,  and

I  was  the  f i r s t  P res iden t .  Bu t  in  the  ne ighborhood  where  I  l i ved ,  tha t rs

where  I  go t  the  n ickname,  "The Genera l , "  because we had a  l i t t le  a rmy o f

our  own.

Like we have street gangs of  today; is

No,  no ;  they  were  ne ighborhood groups .

bat,  maybe, f rom t ime to t ime. But not

today. No comparison.

Were there more sports,  then?

Yes, sports and everything. And we had

tha t  what  you are  ta lk jng  about?

But  there  wou ld  be  a  l i t t le  com-

the hool  igan type that we have

more  fun  on  Ha l loween;  lo ts
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of  fun- But we never tore up a s ingle dime's worth of  anybody's

property. hle'd swap gates. Gates were removable then and we would

take one and put i t  on somebody else's fence. A guy wou' ld have a

red fence with a red gate,  and we'd take i t  and put i t  on a yel low

fence. But tear up anything, no. ln le wouldn' t  have any fun out of

thatn and we never tore up anything. We wou' ld iust  work ourselves

s i l l y  swapp ing  ga tes  and hav ing  a  g rea t  t ime.

What were the' l imi ts of  El  Paso when you were younger,  Chr is?

l^ le l l ,  i t  would be Cotton Street on the East,  and maybe Nevada

Street or Aiizona Street to the North. 0f course' to the West

to the r iver,  that  area there of  Sunset Heights was developed.

And to the South,  the r iver i tsel f .

Tel l  me about the r iver.  ln lhat  was i t  l ike then, pr ior  to the dam?

hle l l ,  i t  wasn ' t  much o f  a  r i ver  f rom August  to  the  fo l low ing  Apr i1 .

But when she cut loose and we had a good snowfal l  in Colorado and a

good runoff, there would be a lot of qqus. down there.

You said that  i t  f looded your area. Did i t  f lood the downtown area

around the P' laza?

Whether i t  ever got up there,  I  don' t  know. But the old r iver bed

used to be in f ront  of  where the White House is today. I  don' t  th ink

that i t  d id.  But i t  used to f lood up toward Seventh Street;  I  do know

that.  What is cal led Cordova Is land todayr lou know there's been much

controversy about i t .  I t  was a horseshoe amangement,  a t ight  neck.

Water would get backed up in there and f lood over i t .  I t  could not

make the' loop there and f low freely.  So in 1899, the Ci ty of  El  Paso

asked the City of  Juarez to cut  the neck through there,  which we did

at our expense, and i t  became 0ordova Is land. Al l  of  the tery i tor ia l

r ights always remained with Mexico.  But even today you can see the
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mark ings  o f  the  r i ver  bed.  That  a l lowed the  water  to  qo  s t r iqh t  th rouqh,

so  tha t  he lped  qu i te  a  b ' i t .

The mi l j t t i t  ou t  t f re re  on  the  mesa,  wh ich  was a  long ways  f rom town a t  tha t

t ime, wasn'  t  ' i  t?

t ,Jehad a  grea t  e lec t i ca l  t ranspor ta t ion  serv ice  sys tem here  in  the  town,  one o f

best in the west.  up to the t ime that the car l ine went out there,

you would take the train and go out to what is Plane Fort  today, or

take a buggy.

What  i s  P lane For t?  I  never  heard  o f  i t .

l , l e l1 ,  the  f i rs t  a i rp lane hangar  was there .  Fred  Wi lson  and the

in te rsec t ion  o f  Ra i l road,  tha t ' s  where  p lane For t  i s ;  to  the  le f t

where  they  have those s id ings .  R igh t  eas t  o f  Beaumont  Hosp i ta l ,  you

just  go east and you come to i t .

Wasn' t  there a town out there,  too?

0h,  up  abovre  i t  there  was a  l i t t le  p lace  ca l led  Tob in .

Yes, but I  was thinking there was another one there of f  of  Dyer.

0f  course, there must have been several .

Har tsv i l le ;  tha t  was  a  no tor ious  p lace .  I t  was  no th ing  bu t  a  rendez-

vous  fo r  boot leggers ,  gamblers ,  p ros t i tu tes .  Lynchv i l le?

Yes,  tha t ' s  the  one.  Were  you ever  up  to  Lynchv i l le?

I  don ' t  rea l ]y  remember .  There  was no th ing ,  rea l l y ,  tha t  separa ted

i t  f rom anything else,  so far  as appearances are concerned. The

whole area was loaded up with Nat ional  Guard tents.  One more tent

d idn ' t  mean much and one more  o ld  shack  d idn ' t  mean much.  I  know

they  had k i l l i ngs  ou t  there  and i t  was  a  cons tan t  source  o f  tu rmoi l ,

and bad in any way you want to takE i t .

How far was it from town?
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F : Wel l ,  ' i t  wou ld  be  about  a  mj le  fu r ther  than the  present  headquar te rs  a t

For t  B l i ss ,  up  to  the  nor th  o f  where  H inman Ha l l  i s  a t  For t  B l i ss .

Apparent ly i t  was of f  Army property.

I t  wasn ' t  too  fa r  f rom th is ,  yes .  I t  was  across  the  ra i l road t racks  on

the  west  s ide ,  no t  too  fa r  f rom P lane For t  and the  ra i l road t racks  in

there .  I  don ' t  know what  the  ra i l road  s id ing  was  ca l led  o r ig ina l l y '

bu t  they  ca l led  i t  P lane For t  in  la te r  years  as  a  des jgnat ion  because

Biggs  F ie ld  pu t  up  the j r  f i r s t  hangar  there  a  long t ime ago,  Wor ld  War  I

t ime .

Was th is  the  b l fmp hangar ,  the  o ld  ba loon hangar?

That ' s  r igh t .

What about Tob' in,  the town?

0h,  we l l ,  i t  f o lded  up .  The  Hera ld  Pos t ,  I  be l ieve ,  had  a  n ice  s to ry  on

i t  a  wh i le  back .  Frank  Tob in  bu i l t  a  spare  ra i l road l ' i ne  ou t  there  f rom

this Plane Fort .  He had a steam-powered car that  would carry 25 or 30

peop ' le .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  j t  wou ld  be  ius t  about  where  Sunr ise  Shopp ing

Center  i s  today ;  maybe a  l i t t le  b i t  fu r ther  nor th ,  bu t  ius t  about  tha t .

He 'd  have excurs ions  ou t  there .  He 'd  come out  on  the  t ra in  f rom the  de-

pot downtown and get of f  there,  and get his choo-choo and he'd take you

out there on Saturdays and Sundays and show you some highly desireable

s i tes ,  and a lways  have a  l i t t le  equ iva len t  o f  a  bar -b -que,  some ham and

cheeseand sandw' iches and a keg of  beer,  for  those who were famished, and

then  b r ing  you  back .  He  went  b roke  abou t  tha t  t ime ,  I  th ink ,  o r  go t

s i  c k and died. He was qui te a promoter,  and I  use the term "promoter"

w i th  due  respec t .  He  was  a  good  man in  my  book .  Be fo re  he  s ta r t -

ed  tha t ,  he  s ta r ted  a  Tob in  add i t i on  thA t :  i s  ac ross  i  n  tha t

area  be low Evergreen Cemetery - -Tob in  Add ' i t ion ,  Tob ' in  P lace .  H i  s

M:

F :

M .

F .

M:

F :
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widow was F' lar ie Tobin,  
' long-t ime 

county t reasurer.  They had several

sons ,  bu t  I  doubt  i f  there 's  a  member  o f  the  fami ly  s t i l l  l i ' v ing  here .

There  may be  a  daughter ,  bu t  I 'm no t  sure .  But  the  name is  we l l -known.

What  d id  Tob in  look  l i ke?

I have a hazy recol lect ion of  a man f ive-feet ten,  wel ' l  at t i red,  and

I th ink he was a good cigar smoker and a breezy character.  I  associate

a  derby  ha t  w i th  h im a l l  the  t ime.  0 f  course ,  derb ies  a t  tha t  t ime

were commonplace. The only people who wore white stetson hats were the

peop' le who were ent i t led to them--cowhands and ranch people.  I f  you

worP.ed on a ranch as a cowboy or owned a ranch, wel1,  you had one of

those ha ts .  But  i f  you  d idn ' t ,  you  d idn ' t  wear  boots  o r  a  ha t .

You wore  what  they  ca l led  "c i ty  c lo thes . "

That 's r ight ,  because a pair  of  cowboy boots were used as working boots,

wi th the high heel  turned in.  They are the most uncomfortable bloody

th ings  in  the  wor ld .  You d idn ' t  wa lk  in  them jus t  fo r  fun .  I  worked

as a cowhand for about three years in the summert imes. I  became a regular

cowhand.

h'lhere?

I ' l l  te1 ' l  you  about  tha t  la te r  on .  That ' s  a  long s to ry .

Okay.  Te l l  me a  l i t t le  about  Juarez .

0h ,  I  reca l l  Juarez  in  the  ear l ie r  t imes.  I t  was  jus t  a  case o f  go ing

across the r iver to v is i t  your f r iends on a Sunday af ternoon.

How did you cross the r iver?

You cou ld  go  in  a  buggy i f  you  had oner  o r  you  cou ld  go  in  a  s t ree tcar .

Your f r iends wouJd pick you up in their  buggy and they would come and

v is i t  you  and you cou ld  go  v ' i s i t  them.  You wou ld  a lways  exchange g i f t s

of  some kind. I  know the Weber fami ' ly ;  he was a German Consul .  He had
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a hjr.gle_nd.a over there where people would go and visit on Sundays. I

remember many t imes being over there.  Some remnants of  the fami ly st i l l

l ive here,  and others-- the Sours and the Samaniegos. But i t  was

comfortable.  I t  was a much bigger place than El  Paso at  the turn of

the  century ,  as  I  reca l l .  Bu tn  oh ,  d i r t  s t ree ts  and typ ica l  Span ish-

Mex ican arch i tec tu re .  And a  
' l i t t le  

t iend i ta  here  and there .

What are those?

A l i t t le  t ie r . rd i ta  was a  l i t t le  s to re  where  you might  se l l  g roc ie r ies .

You might have some other th ings in there a ' lso.  They had open gamb' l ing

over there at  that  t ime; that  was a part  of  the way of  l i fe.  And a

bu11r ing .  Those  peop le  led  a  good  l i f e .  We d idn ' t  go  in  fo r  th i s  good

ne ighbor  bus iness ,  there  was no  such th ing  then.  t ^ le  were  jus t  ne ighbors .

Not good ndighbors,  just  nejghbors.  Sure,  for  better of  for  worse. And

more important ly,  we were fr iends. I t  wasn' t  something synthet ic that

you try to create;  i t  was just  mutual  respect for  each other.  Some

peop le  you l i ked  and o thers  you d idn ' t ,  and the  same way w i th  them;

but we just  went about our ways.

What  do  you reca l l  about  S tormsv i l le?

l {e l l ,  when  they  had  tha t  b ig  f l ood  in '97  o r '98 ,  so rewhere  a long  in

theren those Mexican fami l ies got t i red of  being f looded out every year,

so they packed up their  goodsr wat^€s,  and merchandise and went up to

the  mesa;  went  to  the  h i l ' l s ,  as  i t  were .  They  bu i l t  l i t t le  houses  up

there and hauled adobes up there.  Their  route was up on what is the

equivalent of  North El  Paso Street today. Their  route was a long one

to get up there because of  the elevat ion.  They had a street layed out,

and a church.

You mean there was a street up there in Stormsvi l le?
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Yes- I  doh' t  remember whether D. Storms, who was a lawyer (and for

whom the place was named)r was the overseer or what,  but  i t  was cal ' led

Stormsvi l le because he ramrodded whatever went on up there.  They had

a very  f ine  baseba l l  f ie ' ld  up  there ,  ius t  as  f la t  as  a  tab le .  We 'd  go

up there and play bal l  on Saturdays in the summert ime.

Where was thi s basebal 
' l  

f i  e' l d?

0h, I  forgot iust  where i t  was located. I  know we went up Campbel l

Street to get there.  I f  they won, they ran us of f  down the hi l l ;  and

i f  we wohr  w€ 'd  s tay  up  there  a  wh i le  and f igh t .  Bu t  we 'd  f ina l l y  have

to retreat back down the hi l l .  Then we would charge back again and get

back  our  s l ingshots  and so to  s ta lks .  But  once you le f t  i t  up  theren

why, you never made i t  back because they had the advantage on you. So

you were bi t ter  enemies unt i l  next  Saturday, unt i l  the next game.

How did people get water up there? Did they carry i t?

0h ,  sure .  There  was a  b ' ig  water  faucet  on  the  corner  o f  what  j s  now Schus ie r

North Campbel l  Street.  That was where the path went up. A1' l  those that

wonked in town would come down in the morning of f  the mesa. They'd have

two f i ve-ga l lon  cans  on  a  s t i ck  across  the i r  shou ' lders ,  jus t  l i ke  over

in Southeast Asia where they carry th ings on their  shoulders.  They'd

set the cans down (a] l  the cans had a mark on them) and there would

always be a whole bunch'of  them. In the evening when they came home

they would f i l ' l  up these cans and take the ten gal ' lons of  water up the

hi l l .  They had a water v ' ragon that would come up there f rom t ime to t ime

and apparent ly that  was more expensive than haul ing i t  up there on their

backs. But also in connect ion w' i th the water,  somet imes the wives'

be ing  devoted  and en terpr is ing  sou ls  l i ke  w ives  usua l ly  a rer  wou ld  come

down late in the af ternoon and have some of those cans already f i l led up

a ncl
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for the hubbies when they came by so they wouid 'nt  have to f j l l  them them-

se lves .  t l l i ves  wou ld  cary  the  equ iva len t  o f  what  we wou ld  ca l l  the  o ld

ConVent iOnal  bUCket.  They'd carry a bucket of  water themselves, about

two and a  ha l f  ga l lons  when they  went  back  up  the  h i l l .  That ' s  how they

got their water. As they came down, those that worked as yardsmen and

gardeners,  wouldn' t  haul  their  lawnmowers back and forth.  They were

pr ize possessions. They took good care of  them because they would be

the  on ly  one tha t  they 'd  ever  have;  the i r  lawnmowers '  the i r  c l ippers r

their  hatchets.  You Se€, PeoPle got their  wood del ivered to them--

mesqu i te  wood in  four  o r  f i ve  good lengths .  They 'd  ius t  h i re  ou t  one

of these fel las to cut  the grass or cut  the wood i f  they didn' t  have

robust characters at home like me. We took care of [a ]awnmower] for

an  o ld  fe l low named V ida l  fo r  years .  He kept  i t  in  our  woodshed.  He 'd

come down in the morning, and i f  he wasn' t  gonna work for  us '  he'd take

his lawnmower and peddle of f  down the street.  In the evening he'd come

back and leave i t  on deposi t .  L i fe was indeed, as I  guess in contemporary

l i fe ,  very  s imp ' le .  Every th ing  about  i t  was  qu i te  rea l ,  there  was n0

phony bus iness .  None o f  tha t .  You e i ther  were  or  you weren ' t .  Our

demands were simple,  our l ikes were s imple,  and I  guess in turn we. were

s imp le .  But  j t  was  s imp ly  g rea t ,  the  way i t  was .  i f  you  want  to  make those

comparisons. Now, a lot  of  people say,  "0h, way back then" and they

think that  people were not progressive,  they were not dedicated, that

they were not this and that. l, l le' l l , they were real people, and they had

young peop le  ta lk ing  then jus t  l i ke  today .  You 'd  th ink  tha t  the  young

generat ion today were the on' ly young generat ion to come along. But they

had them then.  0 f  course ,  the  po l i t i c ians  d idn ' t  cur ry  them and make

up to them l jke they do today, because we didn' t  vote.  We weren' t  " rate"

people,  we were just  youngsters in the neighborhood.
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just  a pr ivate residence.

llas there actual ly a mi 1 1 there?

I saw the mi l l  but  I  never saw i t  running. I  guess i t  must have been

in  d is repa i r  fo r  many years .

I ' ve  heard  some peop le  say  tha t  i t  d idn ' t  rea ] ly  run  o f f  watern  tha t

i t  ran of f  steam or something.

That I  know better.  The dam was bui l t ,  and that was where we used to

cross into Mexico many t ' imes.

Where was the dam?

Right  there  a t  Har t ' s  Mi l l ;  r igh t  there  ad jacent  to  j t .  That  was  where

the f i rst  Mexicans took their  cana' l  water of f  to go down to Juarez,  f rom

that dam.

This is the a-cgguia. mad-rg?

Yes,  and tha t  water  used to  run  the  mi l l That ' s  why  the  dam was bu i l t .
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Second  in te rv iew  be tween  Chr i s  P .  Fox  and  Leon  C .  Me tz  on  Augus t  3 ,1972 .

Chr is ,  le t ' s  con t inue.  The las t  t ' ime we shut  i t  o f f ,  we were  ou t  there  on

the  R io  Grande,  on  tha t  l ' i t t l e  dam.

Yeah,  Har t ' s  M i l l .

I s  tha t  the  on ly  dam tha t ' s  been a long in  there ,  no t  count jng  the  Amer ican dam?

I t ' s  the  on ly  one  I  can  reca l l  hav ing  been  bu j l t  on  the  R io  Grande  in  th j s  par -

t i cu la r  a rea .  There  migh t  have been some takeof f  a rms,  where  an  arm was bu i l t

ou t  jn to  the  r i ver  to  scoop up  water  tha t  came down and th row ' i t ' i n to  the  cana l .

But  there  was no th ing  tha t  went  a l l  the  way across .

D id  the  Har t ' s  M i l l  ac tua l l y  d ip  in to  the  wate r?

No, the dam went al l  the way across,  backed up the water then had a f lume that

p icked up  the  water ,  b rought  i t  in ,  d ropped i t  on  top  o f  the  whee l ,  and tu rned

' i t .  You see, the wheel was lower than the dam.

Was i t  a  c rush ing  whee l  o r  a  g r ind ing  whee l?

0h, I  ' imagine that they ground the wheat there,  that  i t  was a convent ional

s tone;  upper  and lower  p ' la tnum,  they  ca l led  i t ;  a  s tone gr ind ing  whee l .

never  saw them in  opera t ion .

M:

M:

F :

How about the Amenican dam? Did you ever know anything about that?

That  was bu j l t  in  the '30s  by  the  In te rna t iona l  Boundary  and Water  Commiss ion

when the great Lawrence M. Lawson was commissioner.  That was to control  the

water up there and see that we got our share and the M6xjco got their  share.

That 's  where  the  Mex ican acequ ia  madre  cu t  o f f?

Yes,  tha t ' s  where  they 'd  take  o f f ,  up  there .

The  acequ ia  j s  no  longer  in  bus iness ,  i s  i t?

0h ,  yes ;  sure .  I t  runs  r igh t  th rough t .own,  l i ke  i t  a lways  d id .  I t  goes  down

the va l ley  and i r r iga tes .

I  know tha t  there ' i s  one down there ,  bu t  I  d idnr t  know tha t  i t  was  the  same one.

F :

M:

F :

M :

F :

M :

F :
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M:

Yeah.  I f  i t ' s  changedo  I  never  knew abou t  i t .

How about the old canals that  used to come down where the rai l road tracks are,

near downtown. Do you recal  I  those?

No.  I  reca l l  see ' ing  remnants  o f  them,  however ,  l i ke  those tha t  used to  run

through the back end of  the Magoff in Homestead, through their  orchard.  There

was another piece of  i t  that  could be seen further down around the former

Mi tche l l ' s  Brewery ,  bu t  I  never  saw them in  opera t ion .

Speaking of  the I ' lagoff  in Homestead, how big was i t?

I t  was several  acres,  as I  can remember i t "  I t  extended qui te a ways up to-

wards  town.  Or ig ina l l y ,  be fore  tha t ,  i t  a lmost  came r igh t  to  downtown E l

Paso, for  that  matter.  Then as the years went on they sold property and then

jn  the  l9 l0s  and 1920s they  go t  i t  down to  about  where  i t  j s  now.

What  k ind  o f  o rchard  was i t?

They ra ised severa l  var ie t ies  o f  f ru j t .  0c tav ia  G lasgow cou ld  t 'e11  you,  bu t

I  don ' t  rea l l y  reca l l  what  they  ra ised"  They  had a  regu la r ,  convent iona l  gar -

den or orchard of  that  day and t ' ime that was common here in El  Paso: grapes

and f ru j t  and vegetab les  and a l l  those th ings  tha t  they  l i ved  f rom.

tl las ' i t pretty common throughout the town?

0h, yes.  I  would say that there were a number of  people who had them. The

Heid  fami ly  donw on A lameda had a  b ig  p lace  in  the  back  where  they  ra ised

f ru i ts  and vegetab les ,  and o thers  th rough tha t  a rea  down there .

Coming back to the Rio Grande and that American dam, do you reca11 any part i -

cu la r  t roub les  o r  d i f f i cu l t i es  they  m igh t  have  had ' in  e rec t ing  i t?  D id  th i s

please everybody once the th ing was done?

There was no hass le about  ' i t  that  I  know of  .

Th i s  man  Lawson ,  i n  add i t j on  to  be ing  a  g rea t

d ' i p1omat .  He  was  a  fo rce fu l  ,  pe rs i s tan t  man .

They had everything al l  agreed to.

eng ineer ,  was  equa l ly  so  a  g rea t

There are many evidences of  h js

F :

M .

F .

M:

F :
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hand iwork  and o f  h is  ta len t  in  E l  Paso.  But  no ,  t .here  was no  hass le  about  i t .

You see,  the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  E lephant  But te  Dam,  wh ich  ac tua l l y  s ta r ted  jn  a -

bout 
. |9. |2,  

had been kicked back and forth a number of  years.  Even my grand-

fa ther  Pe ls ,  who was manager  o f  the  Maxwel l  Land Grant ,  had a  hand in  j t  be-

cause i t  was  par t  o f  the  R io  Grande waten shed.  The f i rs t  s i te  tha t  was  se lec t -

ed with any form of unanimity was the present sr l te,  f rom an eng' ineer ing stand-

po in t .  The o thers  had to  in jec t  themse lves  in to  the  p ic tu re  w i th  the ' idea  o f

maybe benef i t t ing  persona l ly ,  th ink ing  tha t  i f  i t  was  pu t  somewhere  e lse  they

wou ld  benef i t  a  l ' i t t le  b i t  more .  But  the  proponents  o f  the  E lephant  But te  s i te

were  those peop le  tha t  were  jn te res ted  in  do ing  the  job  r igh t  fo r  the  benef i t

of  most fo lks.  But there was one group that had qui te a b ' i t  of  power and they

wanted to  bu i ld  j t  r igh t  where  the  Pass  o f  the  Nor th  i s ,  r igh t  where  those two

b ig  ra ' i l road br idges  are  be tween the  Smel te r  and the  cement  p1ant "  Wel1 ,  o f

course ,  they  were  jus t  th ink ing  o f  someth ing  persona l ;  they  had to  be ,  because

i t  was  po in ted  ou t  ' i n  a  pub l  j c  hear ing  tha t  i f  they  had the  dam there ,  ' i t  wou ld

inunda te  p robab ly  ha l f  o f  the  mos t  va luab le  t i l l ab le  so i l - - they 'd  pu t  i t  under

water - -wh ich  wou ld ' inc lude the  count ry  c lub  area  and maybe as  fa r  as  Las  Cruces .

But  they  were  pre t ty  s tou t  and had some peop le  on  the i r  s jde .  But  u l t imate ' l y '

as  a lways  is  the  case ( I  hope)n  a  few s tou t  heated  fe l las  here  in  town got  busy

and sco tched j t  and i t  went  back  to  where  i t  be longed,  fo r tunate ly .  And they

a lso  na j led ' i t  down to  
. |66 ,000  

ac res - - tha t rs  the  p ro jec t "  No  more  land  cou ld

be added to  i t .  Some peop ' le  wanted  to  make i t  about  250,000.  They  had a  lo t

o f  f r inge  land tha t  they  cou ld  ge t  in  under  the  pro jec t .  Even i f  the  water

wasn ' t  there  to  serve  i t ,  they  cou ld  se l l  i t  a t  a  p re t ty  good pr ice .  0h ,  we

had tha t  k ' ind  o f  peop le  then,  too ;  bu t  we 've  go t  more  now because vverve  go t

more  peop le  now.

What about the bosqUeg?



FOX 26

F : [ , r l e ] I ,  anyone  o f  my  age  (o f  cou rse ,  t he re ' s  some tha t  a re  younger ,  g i ve  a

yea.r or two) can remember thn boSre-, They were great; they were the ha-

b i ta t  o f  much of  our  fauna,  as i t  were.  They were brought  about  because

there was no dam, and the spr ing f reshets would come down and f lood every-

th ing ,  and  cu l t i va t i on  was  a t  a  m in imum he re .  So  th ings  wou ld  s ta r t  t o

g row ou t  t he re :  na t i ve  p lan ts ,  cac t i ,  t r ees ,  and  many  d i f f e ren t  va r i e t i es

d f l o ra ,  as  i t  we re .  You  cou ld  ha rd l y  go  up  th rough  them they  were  so

t i gh t .  I n  t he re  l i ved  a l l  k ' i nds  o f  an ima l s :  f ox ,  skunks ,  opossum- -a l l  o f

t he  sma l l e r  f ou r - l egged  va r ie t y ;  much  i n  the  way  o f  w ' i l d  f ow l ,  b j rds  o f  a l l

k i nds .  I t  was  j us t  de l i gh t f u l .  The  ca t t l e  used  t o  l i ke  i t  t oo ,  because

they 'd  ge t  i n  t he re  i n  t he  shade .  Some o f  t hem were  ve r i t ab le  fo res ts .

The last  b ig  one that  went  down was when they developed the Clardy Fox

add i t ' i on .  Tha t  was  the  l as t  s tand ing  boSQUeo f  any  consequence .  And  they

weren ' t  too much up the va l ley because the water  up there was pret ty  much

conf ined to  a s t ream.

I t  s t ayed  w i t h i n  i t s  channe l .

Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  Bu t  when  i t  came th rough  the  pass  the re ,  i t  i us t  sca t te red

ou t  and  away  i t  wen t .  0 f  cou rse ,  up  t he re ' i t ' s  mo re  s t r a i gh t  t han  j t  i s

here.  So they had a lo t  o f  them here,  b ig  ones;  and I  hated to  see them

go .

Are  the re  any  l e f t  now,  Chr i s?  I ' ve  hea rd  tha t  t he re  i s  a  sma l l  pa tch  down

around Ascarate or  somewhere down in  that  area.

There  cou ld  be ;  I  don ' t  know where  i t  i s ,  t hough .

D id  i t  ex tend  pas t  Ys ' l e ta?

0h,  I  can remember down in  the is land there,  down around Fabens,  there were

some; ,  but  they s topped to any great  extent  on our  s ide of  the r iver  between

Ys ' l e ta  and  Fabens .  I n  o the r  words ,  t hey  weren ' t  as  ex tens i ve . .  0 f  cou rse ,
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l'l :

F .

they were equal ly so on the Mexican side. They had their  !95g, too.

But that 's the way the cat hops. Then, Jou see, when Mr.  Lawson's pro-

jec t  o f  s ta igh ten ing  the  r i ver  f rom E l  Paso to  what  we ca l led  For t  Qu i t -

man ( th is  s ide  o f  S ie r ra  B lanca about  80  m' i1es)  was pu t  in to  e f fec t  la te

' i n  the '30s ,  the  r i ve r  channe l  p r io r  to  rec t ' i f j ca t ion  was  abou t  tw ice  as

much- -about  
. |60  

mi les .  I t  wou ld  wander  back  and fo r th  jus t  l i ke  a  snake

so  tha t  i t  wou ld  cause  f lood ing ,  and  a  lo t  o f  va luab le  land  was  swa l lowed

up.  So Lawson pu t  i t  over .  The on ly  way he  cou ld  do  i t  was  th is :  as  you

go through the S curves--r ight  down the middle of  them--some land that was

formerly on the American side was thrown into M6xico and some that was in

M6xico was thrown into the Amenican side, as you can understand. So they

worked ou t  a  fo rmula  where  they  eng ineered i t  r igh t  down to  the ' las t  square

foo t .  So  when i t  was  a l l  f in ished,  there  was jus t  as  much Mex ican land

g ' i ven  to  us  as  there  was our  land g iven to  them.  In  o ther  words ,  no  one

los t  any  acreage.  The r i ver  was  s t ra igh tenend.  I t  cu t  the  channe l  down

qu i te  a  b i t ,  enough to  make a l l  o f  downtown E l  Paso hab i tab le ,  f rom the

basement standpoint .  I t  used to be that most of  these basements used to

be pumped because the water level  was so h ' igh.  So that was another great

project  that  came into ef fect .

Where  d id  the  coa l  used in  the  E l  Paso area  come f rom? Didn ' t  peop le  burn

i t  most ly  in  the  w in te r  to  keep warm?

We' | l ,  yes .  A l l  o f  our  coa l  was  mined jn  e i ther  cent ra l  o r  eas tern  New Mex jco .

There was some of i t  that  came out of  l , ' lh i te 0aks country in the Capitan area,

but i t  was of  no great consequence. But most of  j t  came from the Dawson

country,  up near Raton, Ga' l1up. Ga' l1up American was a sof t  coal  n what they

ca l led  "k i tchen s tove  coa l . "  "You can a lmost  s ta r t  i t  w i th  a  match , "  they

used to  say .  A  very  f ine  grade o f  coa l  came f rom Cer i l los .  That rs  where
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they have the Chr istmas celebrat ion up there.  There were some areas that

had very  hard  coa l ,  a lmost  an thrac i te ,  up  in  tha t  a rea ,

Did they burn much wood?

The Mex ican fami l ies  burned qu i te  a  b i t  o f  wood.  You have to  have a  s tove

tha t ' s  capab le  o f  the  h igh  heat  tha t  comes f rom the  coa l .  The wood s tove

doesn' t  have to be that way. I t  can burn wood and not have the same problems.

The Mex icans  burned qu i te  a  b j t  o f  wood;  they  l i ked  mesqu i te .  F rom the  mes-

qu ' i te  they  made the  charcoa l .  The l i ked  to  use  charcoa l ,  a  lo t  o f  them d id ;

b raz ie rs .  That ' s  where  the  express jon  came in  tha t  th js  was a  p lace  where

you cl imbed for water and dug for wood, because peop' le would gave to go to

Mt .  Frank l in  to  ge t  the i r  po tab le  water .  There  were  a  number  o f  spr ings

up there jn the ear ly days; I  can remember a few when I  was a boy. They'd

get their  dr inking water up there and then they would have to go to the

deser t  and d ig  to  ge t  mesqu j te  roo ts  fo r  the j r  f i rewood.

I ' ve  heard  ta lk  tha t  there  used to  be  a  lo t  o f  ta l l  t rees  in  the  Frank l in

Mounta i  ns .

There  was,  qu i te  a  b i t .  There  used to  be  spr ings .  The on ly  runn ing  spr ings

tha t  I  can  reca l l  were  the  one in  Marb le  Canyon ( i t  was ' in  back  o f  Kern  P lace ,

way up  there) ,  and another  one over  on  the  s ide  no t  too  fa r  f rom where  the

KTSM tower is up there on the mountain.  0f  course there was one around by

the  t in  m ' ine ,  p lus  the  one up  near  Las  Cruces  ca l led  Dr ipp ing  Spr ings .  0 f

course ,  be fore  tha t  t ime,  there  were  many;  bu t  as  more  we l ls  were  dr i l led

in  the  va11ey,  the  water  leve l  went  down and away went  your  spr ings .  In

l95B when we had about l8 inches of  ra infal l  here (everybody was about

ready  to  bu i ld  an  a rk ) ,  some o f  those  o1d  spr ings  up  there  go t  a  l i t t l e  we t ,

a  l i t t l e  mo is t .  Bu t  j f  they  ran ,  I  never  knew abou t  i t .  I  know one  r tgh t

o f f  Scen ic  Dr i ve  on  the  wes t  s ide  go t  a  l i t t l e  we t .

Was th js  what theycommonly  ca l led  Cot tonwood Spr ings?

M:

F .
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M:

F :

M :

F :
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No,  tha t '  s  fu r the r  up .

How about Mundy Spr ings? Were you ever there?

h le l l ,  tha t  i s  the  one I  was  ta lk ing  about  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  the  mounta in ,

I  be l ieve .  I ' ve  heard  o f  Mundy  Spr ings ,  bu t  I  donr t  know where  j t  was .

How about  hunt ing  a long the  r i ver?

0h,  there  used to  be  a  lo t  o f  hunt ing .  Before  the  bosques le f t ,  ducks  wou ld

come in  here  each w in te r  by  the  end less  mi l l ions .

I  f igured  so .  0ur .  hunters  now go around and chase one poor  o ld  duck .

There  were  ducks  and geese to  no  end.  Another  in te res t ' ing  th ing  is  tha t  a l -

ways  about  sunset ,  in  the  fa11 and ear ly  w in te r ,  there  was a  grea t  f lock  o f

crows that would f1y up the r iver going further up to where they could get

something to eat.  But the crows dontt  come anynore and the ducks donrt  come

anymore  in  any  grea t  numbers .  So manrs  soc ie ty ,  as  i t  were ,  has  taken ' i t s

to l l  in  many ways .

You wonder  i f  they 've  a l l  jus t  d ied  or  i f  they  have jus t  gone in  d i f fe ren t

d i  rec t ions  .

No,  I  th ink  they 'be  changed the i r  f l yways  because o f  the  fac t  o f  soc ie ty  mov ing

r igh t  in  on  them.  But  in  another  way,  they  wou ld  l i ke  to  go  to  where  they

cou ld  ge t  someth ing  to  ea t ,  and nes t  down fo r  the  n igh t  and no t  be  d is tu rbed.

I  th ink  tha t  there 's  qu i te  a  b i t  in  the  va11ey over  there  by  the  Pecos  R i ' re r .

They  go  th rough there .  0 f  course ,  they  are  long- f l y ing  b i rds ;  they  can f1y

a  long way.

Bu t  you  don ' t  ever

0h ,  no .

I  can recal  I  as a

over in format ion

0h ,  tha t ' s  r igh t ;

see them much over here.

k id ,  ove r  i n  t he  0h io  Va l l ey ,  you  cou ld  see  t hem f l y i ng

in  t he  f a l l .

geese,  too.  0 f  course,  the geese would come down f rom the

t't :

F .

M:

F :

M:
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no r th ,  f l y i nq  down  fo r  t he  w in te r .

Were  the re  an .y  w i l d  an ima ls ,  any  l a rqe  an ima ls ,  a round  he re ,  such  as  dee r?

0h ,  I  sho t  a  dee r  once  ove r  t he re  i n  back  o f  Jud rez ,  where  the re ' s  p robab ly

s t ree t  l i gh ts  today .  You ' l l  r ead  abou t  i t  i n  t he  Password .

You ' ve  go t  an  a r t i c l e  coming  ou t  i n  t he  Password?

0h ,  yes ,  i t  was  f requen t  t ha t  peop le  wou ld  go  r i gh t  ou t  he re  i n  t he  F rank -

l in  Mounta ins and get  the i r  deer ,  and hal fway between hene and Hueco Tanks

to  ge t  dee r .  Rabb i t s  i n  abundance- - j ack rabb i t s  by  the  m i l l ' i ons ;  co t ton ta i l s ,

t oo .  Bu t  t hey ' r e  a l 1  gone .

I  f i gu red  tha t  t he  rabb i t  popu la t i on  wou ld  be  abou t  t he  same as  i t  a lways

W A S .

No.

I  d idn r t  th ink  tha t  anyone  cou ld  k ' i l l  t hose  rabb j t s  o f f .

Yes ,  bu t  you  see,  rabb i ts - - they  l i ke  to  ea t ,  too .  And when you take  and

cover their  p laces to eat under pavement and concrete,  why, they move

somewhere el  se.

What  do  you remember  about  the  o ld  Co l lege o f  Mines ,  Chr is?  Was i t  o r ig ' ina l -

l y  on  the  o ther  s jde  o f  the  mounta in?

We11,  le t ts  go  back  beyond tha t .  Around 
. |905,  '06 ,  '07 ,  there  was es tab-

l i shed  here  the  E l  Paso  Mi l i t a ry  Ins t i tu te ,  wh ich  was  bu i l t  on  some land

ad jacent  to  For t  B l i ss .  I t  wou ld  be  d i rec t l y  eas t .  Our  good f r iend ,  Mi l -

l a rd  McK inny  has ' i t  a l l  pegged  down,  r igh t  to  the  square  foo t ,  where ' i t

was  ius t  to  the  eas t  there ,  and today  i t rs  r igh t  on  the  reserva t ' ion .  I t

lasted six or seven years and then phased out and went broke, and the

bu i ld ings  s tood  id le .  Qu i te  impress ive  bu i ld ings ,  some o f  them.  Anyhow,

then  th is  Co l lege  o f  M ines- - i t  was  ca l led  the  Co l lege  o f  M jnes  and  Meta l lu rgy

or  Texas  Co l lege o f  Mjnes ,  o r  whatever  i t  was  in  the  ear ly  game--s ta r ted  up
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there and that  was the i r  home.  And lo  and behold,  i t  had been doinq busi -

ness for  a  couple of .years and the p lace burned,  and there was a b ig scram-

ble.  Then that  land was g iven to  them out  where they are today,  the s tar t

o f  t ha t  l and .  And  tha t ' s  where  they  wen t ,  and  tha t r s  where  they ' ve  been

ever  s i  nce .

I  know that  you used to p lay footbal l .  Do you recal l  any speci f ic  foot -

bal l  games that  s tand out  in  your  memory? Any par t icu lar  spor t ing events

tha t  s tand  ou t?

We1' ln  you see,  we were wel l  iso lated out  here f rom anywhere.  So our  ath-

le t fc  endeavors,  whatever  they might  have been,  were conf ined to  th is

immediate area,  where we could f ind somebody to  p1ay.  So there for  some

ten  yea rs ,  E1  Paso  H jgh  Schoo l  had  on ' i t s  regu la r  schedu le  New Mex ico  A

& M, which is  New Mexico State today.  And they p layed two games a year ,

f oo tba l l ,  baske tba l l n  baseba l l ,  and  they  had  i o jn t  t r ac l i  mee ts .  i n  t ha t

l i t t l e  o rgan iza t i on  was  New Mex ico  M i l i t a ry  Ins t ' i t u te  i n  Roswe l l n  and  the

co l l ege  up  i n  S i l ve r  C i t y .  A t  t imes  we 'd  p l ay  ba l l  w i t h  t he  Un i ve rs i t y

o f  A r i zona ;  ma in l y  baseba l l  and  baske tba l l .  So  we  were  qu i te  compe t i t i ve

he re .  And  we  had  a  l o t  o f  good  semi -p ro  baseba l l ;  a  l o t  o f  i t .  And  the

famous or  in famous "Black Sox"  team, they came down here.  The ind iv iduals

tha t  were  f i r ed ,  p layed  he re .  You  see ,  we  had  wha t  was  ca l l ed  the  Copper

League ,  wh i ch  was  a  p ro ' l eague .  E l  Paso ,  S i l ve r  C i t y ,  Doug las ,  B i sbee ,

Cananea ,  M6x ico ,  and  I  t h ink  Hur ley  had  a  team.  I t  was  abou t  a  s i x - team

1  eague r ,  and  may  g rea t  p ro fess ' i ona l s  p l ayed  i n  i t .  Some  o f  t hem l e f t

he re ,and  became  top - f l i gh t  po rs .  0 the rs  whose  days  k i nd  o f  passed  a

l i t t le  b i t ,  they went  to  pasture down here and faded out .  The great

Mat thewson came here and p layed for  a  whi le- -Chr is ty  Mat thewson,  that
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immorta l  man.  As I  say,  the famous bal l  p layers of  the Chicago

Wh ' i t e  Sox  and  the  C leve land  Ind ians ,  when  they  go t  messed  up  i n

that  deal ,  they came down here and p layed.

Where d id they p lay?

l^ lashi  ngton Park.  That '  s  where

Rfo  Grande  Park  was  bu i l t ,  up

S .  t , . l .  s tockya rds ,  o r  t he  S .P .

ou r  ba l  1  pa rk  was .  And  I  a te r  on

the re  back  up  aga ins t  t he  E .P .  &

stockyards today,  and where KROD

i s  today .

How come they abol i shed the park?

They had money for some other reason.

How b ig  a  park  was i t?

R io  Grande Park  wou ld  be  a  convent iona l  wes tern- type baseba l l  park ,

I t  was  a  good foo tba l l  park ,  too .  I  don ' t  know how many peop le

i t  wou ld  ho ld .  But  fo r  a  long t jme Wash ing ton  Park  was the  p1ace.

Te l l  me about  t lash ing ton  Park .  More  th ings  took  p lace  in  Wash ing-

ton Park.  Was i t  the center of  the communjty,  more or less? Every

t ime tha t  there  was an  event ,  i t  took  p lace  in  Wash ing ton  Park .

Wash ing ton  Park  was  in  ins t i tu t ion ,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  tha t  way .  Wash-

' ington Park was sthrted by a man named Boone. Later on one of

h is  b ro thers  became sher i f f ,  I  be l ieve ,  and la te r  on  a  f i re  ch je f

named Joe Boone is out of  that  fami ly.  Anyhow, they made a recrea-

t iona l  cen ter  ou t  o f  i t .  They  had a  ha l f -mi le  race  t rack .  They

had horse  races ,  most ly  buggy .  They  d idn ' t  go  in  too  much fo r

the  gamb' l ing  horse  race  l i ke  we do  today .  I f  some fe l low had a

horse  tha t  he  thought  wou ld  beat  somebody e ' l se 's ,  they  wou ld  jus t

ge t  ou t  there  and have a t  i t .  And the  grea t  ' immor ta l ,  Barney  0 ld -

f ie ld,  used to come through here every year and race on that t rack.

M:

M:

F :

M :

F :



FOX 33

They  had  a  g roup  tha t  was  k ind  o f ' l i ke  the  Sun  Carn i va l ,  and  they

would put  on some events here every year- -bus inessmen of  the town.

The  f i r s t  a i rp lane  f l i gh t  we  had  he re  nea r l y  bnoke  up  the  commi t tee

and  the  town .  Tha t  was  when  they  b rough t  "B j rdman"  Hami l t on  j n

he re .  He  was  a  bona  f i de  av ia to r  o f  t he  t ime ,  and  he  was  do ing

a  l o t  o f  ba rns to rm ing .  Mos t  o f  h j s  e f fo r t s  had  been ' i n  t he  l ow

areas - -M jdwes t ,  Gu l f coas t ,  and  a l l  t ha t .  So  the  commi t tee  h i red

him at  great  expense to come out  here and show us how to f ' ly  an

a i rp lane ,  show us  how i t  cou ld  be  done .  And  na tu ra l l y ,  we  were

rea l1y  w i l d  abou t  j t - -we  wan ted  to  have  j t ;  because  p receed ing

tha t  by  a  l i t t l e  wh j1e ,  a  F rench  team had  come th rough  he re .

They  had  monop lanes .  The  fe l l a  who  headed  i t  up  was  a  man

named  B le r j o t .  He  was  the  f i r s t  man  to  f ' l y  t he  Eng l i sh  Channe l .

So  they  came ou t  he re  and  d id  a  l j t t l e  ba rns to rm ' i ng  and  wen t  on .

They  packed  up  the j r  a i rp lanes ,  pu t  t hem on  the  t ra ' i n ,  and  wen t

fu r the r  wes t ,  because  they  d idn ' t  f 1y  them be tween  p laces .  So

anyhow we  go t  Hami l t on  the  "b i rdman . "  And  he  had  a  b i -p1ane

and he came out  here.  There was great  fanfare--horn b lowing

and  s tu f f ;  and  he  un loaded  t he  p l ane ,  t ook ' i t  t o  t he  pa rk ,  and

took severa l  days put t ing i t  together .  My father  was on the

commit tee,  and there were some men on the commit tee that  were

opposed to th is  very much.

t,lhy?

l , l e l l ,  t he  th ink ing  was  tha t  j t  was  "some new- fang led  dea l  ,  no

good , "  and  " i t  w i l l  s ca re  t he  ho rses . "  They  i us t  we ren ' t  so l d

on  i t ,  and  bes ides ,  i t  cos t  a  l o t  o f  money .  Bu t  t he  money  po in t
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was  a l ' l  r i gh t  because  the  peop le  rea l ' l y  wen t  f o r  i t .  Bu t  t he  f i r s t

day - - ' i t  was  abou t  a  fou r -day  a f fa i r - -Mr .  Hami l t on  came ou t  and  a l l

the commit tee came out .  In  that  day they had the people hold the

p lanes  back  wh i l e  t hey  revved  t hem up  enough  R .P .M . ' s  go ing ,  and

then they would take of f ;  so that  dust  f lew back on them and they

s tood  the re  w i th  the i r  d i r t y  ha ts  on  and  tu rned  the  p lane  l oose .

I t  bounced  down  tha t  f i e l d  fo r  a  ways ,  bu t  Mr .  Hami l t on  cou ldn ' t

ge t  i t  o f f  t he  g round .  He  j us t  cou ldn ' t  make  i t .  They  b rough t  h im

back ,  t r i ed  i t  aga in  and  he  s t i l l  cou ldn ' t  make ' i t .  One  w jng  k i nd

o f  humped  up  a  l j t t l e  b i t .  So  he  sa id ,  "Gen t l emen ,  t he  p rob lem

is ,  t ha t  w i t h  t h i s  h i gh ,  r a r i f i ed  a i r  we  don ' t  have  enough

w ingsp read .  We go t ta  have  some more  w ingsp read . "  He  had  wha t  i t

t ook  to  pu t  t he  w ingsp read  on .  I n  t he  cou rse  o f  t he  n igh t  t hey

put  about  three or  four  feet  more on e j ther  s ' ide.  The next  day

the conrmi t tee a l1 got  out  there and everybody was there,  and an

old fe l low named Fewel ,  he was razztng h im.  He to ld  peop' le  through

the  med jum o f  t he  p ress ,  t ha t  he  cou ld  f l y  f u r the r  i n  h i s  sh i r t

t a i l  t han  they  cou ld  i n  t h i s  a i rp lane ,  and  tha t  b rough t  a  l o t  o f

p rob lems .  So  t he  nex t  day  t he  man  s t i l l  cou ldn ' t  ge t ' i t  o f f  t he

g round .  Bu t  he  d id  a  l i t t l e  be t te r .  Abou t  ha l f  way  down  he

humped  up  a  l i t t l e  b i t  and  go t  o f f  t he  g round .  He  go t  t he  whee ls

of f  just  a  few feet .  So everybody was thoroughly  d isgusted.  So

he  jus t  pu t  on  some more  w ingsp read  tha t  n ' i gh t ;  i t  was  hang ing

ou t  t he re  l i ke  a  duck ' s  w ing .  And  a  l o t  depended  on  h im  ge t t i ng

of f  the ground that  day or  the commit tee would be asked to leave
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town  a long  w i th  Mr .  Hami l t on .  The re  were  two  g rea t  w i re less  towers

bu i l t  j us t  t o  t he  sou th  pa r t  o f  Wash ing ton  Park  fo r  rad ' i o ;  Wor ld

Rad io - -The  E r i kson  Wi re less  Company ,  a  Eu ropean  and  Amer i can  dea l .

And he was gonna f ly  between these two towers.  Wel l ,  to  make a

long  s to ry  sho r t ,  he  d id  ge t  o f f  t he  g round ,  and  he  d id  f1y  be tween

those  towers ,  and  he  f l ew  ove r  Jud rez .  Tha t  was  the  f i r s t  a ' i r p lane

to  eve r  f l y  ove r  a  fo re ign  coun t r y .  And  i t  was  te r r i f i c '  :

a l l  was  fo rg i ven  The  nex t  day ,  j us t  t o  make  su re ,  he  pu t  on  a

l i t t l e  b i t  more  w ingsp read ,  and  he  had  ano the r  g rea t  day .  So  tha t

was  the  adven t  o f  av ia t i on  j n  E l  Paso .  Bu t  t hey  neve r  had  h im

aga i  n .

When  was  tha t ,  Ch r i s?

I ' d  have  t o  l ook  i t  up  i n  ou r  books .  The  bank ' s  book  he re  and

the  Password  shows the  event .  I  wou ld  say  a long 19 . |0 ,  ' . l1 .

Those towers stood there for  many years,  they were landmarks.

Tremendous- -650 fee t  ta j l ,  tw ice  as  h igh  as  th is  S ta te  Nat iona l

Bank  Bu ' i1d ing .

What  about  the  t rack ,  the  ova l  t rack  you were  ta lk ing  about?

Today ' i t  wou ld  be . . .  when  you  go  to  Wash ing ton  Park ,  we l l ,

every th ing  was bu ' i l t  a round i t .  The road tha t ' s  ' i n  the  park

to  the  eas t  was  par t  o f  the  t rack ,  and par t  o f  the  road tha t ' s

on the west was part  of  the t rack,  r ight  next to Boone street.

I t  went  r igh t  a round tha t  a rea .  I t  was  a  ha l f -mi le  t rack .

They  had most  every th ing  ou t  there ;  po l i t i ca l  ra l l ies ,  church

soc i  a l  s  .
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Was i t  a gravel  t rack?

Di r t  w i th  sand  on  i t .  I t ' s  adobe  so i l  ou t  the re ,  you  know.  I f  you

d idn ' t  have  tha t  sand ,  why ,  when  you 'd  ge t  we t ,  you  ius t  a ren ' t

gojng anywhere. And the greatest  bosque we ever had, in retrospect,

was  the  one we ca l led  Wood land Park .  I t  was  jus t  wes t  f rom

Paisano Dr ive  to  the  r i ver ,  o r  A lameda St ree t  to  the  r i ver ,  and

i t  went  f rom the  s ide  o f  the  Co l jseum,  Wash ing ton  Park ,  over

abou t  s i x  b locks  to  the  wes t .  The  s t ree tcar  bu i l t  a  loop  l i ne

which  peop le  cou ld  ren t .  i t  tu rned o f f  a  the  A lameda-Wash ing ton

Park  run ,  and has  some swj tches  up  in  there ,  and peop le  wou ld

ren t  cars  fo r  the  even ing  fo r  p icn ics .  The who le  ne ighborhood

wou ld  ge t  on  i t ,  and  the  soc ia l  g roups .  They 'd  b r ing  the i r  l unches ,

and there would be a keg of  beer or two. So there would be several

ou t  the reo  and  they 'd  jus t  s ide  them o f f  on  a  l i t t l e  sw i tch ,  and

le f t  the  loop open fo r  o thers .  t , Je l1 ,  o f  course  mosqu j toes  ou t

there  in  season were  someth ing  to  be  reckoned w i th .  So they 'd

h i re  some o1d pa jsanos  around there  to  burn  the  green mesqu i te

wood tha t  wou ld  make a  te r r ib le  smoke and ge t  r id  o f  the  mosqu i toes .

But somet imes the mosqui toes were more acceptable.  So, anyhow,

tha t ' s  the  way  l j f e  was .

Wel l ,  you  ment ioned cars ;  peop le  wou ld  ren t  s t ree t  cars?

Yes,  fo r  the  even ing .

My gosh, how wou: ld you rent a street car? I t  was a separate th ing

tha t  ran  in  a  c i rc le  down there .

0h ,  i t  wou ld  come r igh t  up  in to  your  own ne ighborhood and,  you 'd

M:
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get  r igh t  on  i t ;  a  regu lan  s t ree t  car .  You 'd  load your  peop le  on

j t  there ,  make the  loop around th rough town,  go  on  to  Wash ing ton

Park ,  then to  Wood land Park ;  you 'd  go  on  tha t  s ide  t rack ,  and

when you were ready to go, why you'd get on and come back home.

I t  wou ld  take  you r igh t  up  to  your  ne ighborhood.

What  wou ld  someth ing  f  i ke  tha t  cos t?

0h  gee ,  I  wou ldn ' t  know.

These were  e lec t r i c  s t ree t  cars?

Yes,  o f  course ,  you  rode in  them under  the  conductors  care ,  so ,

they  go t  in  on  the  fes t i v i t ies ,  too .  He was probab ly  your  nex t

door  ne ighbor ,  so  i t  was  a l l  r igh t .  0h  yes ; ,  i t  wa: .  -ou i te  a

derr ice.  Ycu see, El  Paso had many unpaved streets.  0f  course,

there  was  no  pavement  here  un t ' i l  
. | 902  

o r '03 ,  when  the  B i thu l i th i c

Company came in.  So before that ,  streets were sand streets

through here.  And in some areas, why the ci ty fathers would

take  th is  ca l i che  and  pu t  i t  down,  ro l l  j t  and  wate r  i t ,  and

i t  would make a pret ty good foundat ion for  the street.  I t  was

f ine ,  bu t  soon  the  horses 'hooves  wou ld  pu lve r i ze ' i t  as  wou ld

the  j ron  whee ls  on  the  bugg ' ies  and wagons,  and i t  wou ld  soon

become a  ta lc - l ' i ke  sur face .  And when the  w ind  wou ld  come up,

you can imag ine  what  i t  d id  to  the  wash ing  on  the  l ine ,  and the

poor women try ing to keep the house clean. Because l i fe was

tough here then and our women can' t  be admjred too much. We owe'em

much.  Wel1 ,  anyhow,  they 'd  go  around and have spr ink l ing  wagons;

a  two-horse  team,  and I  guess  about  500 ga l lons  o f  water ,
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with these tanks on the back they would go down the street to wet

the  s t ree t  and lay  the  dus t .  Bu t  o f  course  jn  our  ho t  sunsh ine ,

i t  wasn ' t  too  long be fore  the  s t ree ts  wou ld  d ry  aga in .  But  the

s t ree t  car  company bought  a  b ig  one,  a  b ig  tank ,  on  a  regu la r

motor ized  dea l .  I  guess  the  E lec t r i c  Company s t i l l  has  a

p ic tu re  o f  i t .  We have one,  too ,  in  the  arch ives  o f  our

assoc ia t ion .  And they 'd  go  swoop in '  up  and down where  the ' i r  t racks

were. And they were h ' i red out by the c i ty,  and they then went

through the town. But anyhow, to get on Alameda Street you had

to go out to Myrt le Avenue, and later on, Texas Street.  You got

on  A lameda r igh t  there  a t  P iedras  St ree t .  And i f  you  were  gonna

be bur ied ,  you 'd  sooner  o r  la te r  be  on  Myr t le  Avenue and A lameda

Street,  going ei ther to Concordia Cemetery or Evergreen. I t

was not uncommon for the Mexicans to refer to Myrt le Avenue as

"Ca l le  de  Muer tos"  the  St ree t  o f  the  Dead,  because a l l  the  funera ls

went  ou t  there .  Some peop le  sa ' id  i t  was  because they  cou ldn ' t

pronounce Myrt le;  but  be that as i t  may, they were always very

respec t fu l .  A  funera l  wou ld  come by  and they  wou ld  a l l  s tand a t

a t ten t ' ion ,  cover  the i r  hear ts  w i th  the i r  ha ts  and s tand there  un t i l

every vehic le in the procession went by;  whether they were cutt ing

the  grass ,  work ing  in  the  s t ree ts ,  o r  what  ever  they  were  do ing .

I t  was  a  very  beaut i fu l  th ing  to  watch .  So the  funera ls  wou ld

go out on this street.  0nce they wanted to get the street car

company to  p rov ide  funera l  cars ,  bu t  tha t  d idn ' t  do  because a l l

the  ou t f i t s  tha t  ren ted  horses ,  buggfes ,  and car r iages  took  care  o f

that .  And the Electr ic Company got the word that they'd stay in

the ' i r  bus iness  and these compan ies  wou ld  s tay  in  the i rs .  Funera ls
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were  qu i te  a  th ing  w i th  a l l  t hose  ho rse -d rawn  r i gs .  So  they 'd  go

ou t  Myr t l e  S t ree t  ou t  t o  wha t  was  then  ca l l ed  M jdway ,  i n  a  sense ,

there at  P iedras,  then on out  to  the cemetery.  Midway had one of

the  be t te r  c lass  sa loons  and  a  tem i f i c  number  o f  ho rse  wa te r i ng

t roughs around there.

There at  the corner  of  P iedras and Alameda?

0h ,  yes ;  I  can  remember  i t .  Coming  back ,  t he  d r i ve rs  o f  mos t  o f

the buggies were very considerate men.  Thei r  horses were dry and

t i red .  So  the re  i s  no th jng  to  do  bu t  pu l1  up  the re  a t  t he  M idway

Bar  and  l e t  t hem have  some o f  t ha t  coo l ,  c l ea r  wa te r  and  a  l i t t l e

res t .  We l l ,  wh i l e  t hey  were  res t i ng ,  t he re  was  no th ing  e l se  to

do  bu t  do  a  l i t t l e  res t i ng  themse lves .  So  the  peop ' l e  wen t  i n to

the  coo ' l  con f i nes  o f  t he  sa loon ,  d rank  toas ts  to  the i r  depar ted

f r i ends ,  a te  a  few  cheese  sandw iches  and  some o the r  s tu f f ,  t hen

came ou t ,  go t  i n to  the  bugg ies  aga in ,  and  wen t  on  i n to  town .  Man

was ref reshed and so were the horses.

Were there houses there too?

0h ,  yes .

But  there were more sa loons?

LJe l l ,  sa loons  were  p laced  s t ra t i g i ca l l y  t o  sa t i s f y  t he  needs  o f  an

a rea .  And  they  d idn ' t  ove rpopu la te  themse lves  w ' i t h  sa loons ;

they  were  ou t  t o  make  a  l i v i ng .  Mos t  o f  t hese  sa loon  men

were smart .  I f  an area was suppor t ing a sa loon and they had a

good  guy  runn ing  i t ,  o r  a  bee r  ga rden  (wh ich  was  pa r t  o f  i t )  why ,

they 'd  go  l ook  fo r  somep lace  e l se .  They  don ' t  have  tha t  much

sense  t oday ,  i t  seems  l i ke .

M :
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Was i t  cal led Midway because i t  was midway between town and the

cemetery?

There were two Midways; that  Midway, and there was a Midway up on

Yande l l .  You see,  Yande l l  S t ree t  used to  be  ca l led ,  when I  was

a boy, Boulevard.  Yandel l  Street is named af ter  a very famous

ear ly -day  phys ic ian ,  Dr .  Yande l l .  They  had a  midway there ;  tha t

was a t  Cot ton  and Yande l l .  Bu t  tha t  wasn ' t  fo r  the  same purpose;

' i t  was  where  the  end o f  the  Bou levard  car  l ine  was fo r  a  long

t ime,  and the  p ' lace  where  the  H igh land Park  car  l ' i ne  b ranched o f f .

And la te r  on ,  the  s t ree tcars  went  on  ou t  to  F t .  B l i ss  and branched

to  Government  H i l l ,  and  branched to  Beaumont  Hosp i ta l .  | l l e  had

a tremendous transportat ' ion system, one of  the f inest  in the

count ry .  They  had good serv ice ,  good men;  and prac t ica l l y  a l l  o f

the  conductors  and motormen,  as  we l l  as  pos tmen,  were  tubercu le rs ,

a r res ted  tubercu le r  cases .  The i r  chances  o f  en joy ing  longev i ty

were to stay in the open air .  And so you could get a motorman or

a conductor at  a pret ty reasonable pr ice,  and the same way with a

pos tman.  0h  yes ,  s t ree tcar  l ines ,  we had Sunset  He igh ts ,  we had

the  Un ion  Depot ,  and we had the  Second Ward  l ine ,  and o f  course

we had the inter-urban that ran down to Ysleta.  Then we had

Government  H i l l ,  wh ich  I  a l ready  have  ment ioned ,  F t .  B l i ss ,

Manhat ten  He ' igh ts ,  Beaumont ,  E l  Paso H jgh  Schoo l  n  Kern  P lace ,

Ar i zona ,  Go lden  H i l l ,  Sme l te r ,  Judrez ,  and  a  few more .

Did they meet at  the Downtown Plaza?

Every th ing  revo ' l ved  around the  P laza ,  jus t  l i ke  i t  does  today .
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Has the  P laza  a lways  been the  same s ize ,  to  your  knowledge,  o r

d id  i t  use  to  be  la rger?

I t  used  to  be  a  l i t t l e  b i t  sma l le r ,  no t  much .  Jus t  wha t  they  d id

to  s t ra igh ten  ou t  a  s t ree t  there .  But  tha t  was  the  hub o f  opera t ions .

There v',as a street car track on every street downtown.

You were  go ing  to  say  someth ing  about  the  bu l l f igh ts  in  Judrez .

I  can ' t  te l l  you  too  much  abou t  bu l l f i gh ts .  I  wen t  to  one  bu l l f i gh t

wi th my parents when I  was a young fel low, and we al l  never went

back  anymore .  But  the  bu l l f jgh t  r ings  were  used in  the  '20 's

fo r  box ing .  Pro fess iona l  box ' ing ,  was  rea l ' l y  go ' ing  ho t  here .  The

bu l l r ings  were  a  very  good p lace  to  have a  box ing  match ,  and

they  s t i11  do  i t .  There  were  qu i te  some matches  over  there ,

and i t  wou ld  w ind  up  somet imes where  the  re fe ree 's  dec is jon  wasn ' t

exac t l y  to  the i r  l i k ing  and ' i t  was  someth ing l  Bu t ,  I  never  wen t

back  to  any  more  bu l l f igh ts .

Com' ing back to street cars again,  do you reca' |1 any mule-drawn

cars?

No.  You see,  s t ree t  cars  came here  in  1902.  I  remember  r id ing

on the f i rst  street car that  day. Everybody could r ide for

f ree .  I t  s ta r ted  f rom the  o ld  She ldon Hote l  here  on  P ioneer

P laza  r igh t  across  f rom the  Whi te  House.  That ' s  my f i rs t  r ide

that I  recal l  on a streetcar.

Where  d id  i t  go?

Gosh ,  I  don ' t  know;  bu t  i  r emember  be ing  on  ' i t .  "Be  ca re fu l  ,

don ' t  ge t  e l ec t r i cu ted .  "  i t  was  a  b i g  dea l .
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M:

F :

Whi le  we  a re  on  s t ree t  ca rs ,  l e t ' s  sw i tch  to  ra i l roads .  How abou t

the rai l roads coming into town? Were there any other terminals

bes ides  the  one we s t i l l  have down here ,  Un ion  Sta t ' ion?

The f j r s t  s ta t ion  fo r  the  G.H.  &  S .A . ,  l a te r  on  the  Sou thern

Pac i f i c ,  was  a t  Kansas  and Main  s t ree ts ,  ius t  where  the  Southwest

Nat iona l  Bank  Bu i ld ing  and the  Downtowner  Mote l  a re  loca ted  today .

Tha t  was  the i r  f i r s t  depo t  in  E l  Paso .  The  EP.  &  N.E .  wh ich  f i r s t

used to run between here and Alamogordo, Tucurnar i ,  that  way,

had the i r  l i t t le  s ta t ion  down here  o f f  Texas  St ree t .  You wou ld

c ross  the  S .P .  to  ge t  in  the re .  Bu t  i t  d idn ' t  s tay  long  because

the  E .P .  &  S .W.  bough t 'em ou t .  They  had  the i r  passenger  and

f re igh t  depot  r igh t  up  there  where  the  f re igh t  depot  i s  today ,

where the depot is r ight  of f  the f reeway, where Acme Freight is.

That  was the i r  f i r s t  f re ' igh t  and passenger  te rmina l .  The Texas-

Pac i f i c  had the i rs  down on Ochoa St ree t ,  and the i r  t racks

between F j rs t  and Second s t ree ts .  You see,  the  T .P.  was  in tended

to  go  on  r igh t  th rough  to  the  coas t .  Tha t ' s  wha t  b rough t  Mr .0 .

T .  Basset t  and Mr .  Char les  Moorehead,  the  founders  o f  the  Sta te

Nat iona l  Bank ,  to  E l  Paso.  Because they  were  work ing ,  in  a  way,

w i th  the  T .P .  a t  tha t  t jme ,  o r  the  M issour i  Pac i f i c ,  to  see

about  a  rou te  west  f rom here  to  the  Pac i f i c  coas t .  0 f  course ,

the  Southern  Pac i f i c  was  a l ready  bu i ld ing  i t ,  and  tha t  was

knocked in to  a  cocked ha t  when the  S.P.  go t  to  the  S ie r ra

B lanca  Pass  f i r s t .  Tha t ' s  where  the  T .P .  ac tua l l y  s topped
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M:

t r .

construct ion.  But  they had bought  r ight -of -way through town and up

to  the  pass .  Where  a l l  t he i r  p resen t  ya rds  a re  and  eve ry th ing ,

they bought  that  before they came in to El  Paso,  before they were

s topped  a t  S ie r ra  B lanca .  So  tha t  was  the  end  o f  t he  Texas  Pac i f i c

Ra i l road  r i gh t  t he re  a t  S tan ton  and  F i r s t  s t ree ts .  I ' ve  go t  a

p i c tu re  o f  i t .  I  a l so  have  a  p i c tu re  o f  i t  where  i t  en te rs  Texas

a t  Texa rkana .  So  tha t ' s  t he  beg inn ing  and  the  end .  Then  the re  was

the  T .P .  depo t ,  and  then ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he  San ta  Fe  down  on  S ix th

and South Santa Fe st reets .  They had the i r  f re ' ight  and passenger

depo t  t he re .  Abou t  
. | 905  

o r  
. | 906 ,  

I  be l i eve ,  t he  Un ion  S ta t i on  was

opened ,  and  they  a1 l  wen t  t he re .  The  Mex ican  Cen t ra l ,  l a te r  on

the  Na t iona l  o f  M6x ' i co ,  used  the  Un ion  S ta t i on ,  and  a  shu t t l e  bus

wou ld  b r i ng  them to  the i r  ca rs .

Were re la t ions pret ty  good between the c i ty  and the ra i l road in

the ear ly  days?

The  ra j l r oads  bu i l t  t he  c i t y .  E l  Paso  can  neve r  f o rge t  i t ,

shou ld  i t  f o rge t  i t .  Th i s  i s  j us t  l j ke  t he  adven t  o f  t he  S tanda rd

O i l  Company  he re  i n  E l  Paso .  The  ra j l r oads  were  a  g rea t  ca ta l ys t ,

so was when the Standard Oi l  Company was bui ld ing the i r  re f inery

and  the j r  p ipe ' l i nes .  I t  b rough t  Phe lps  Dodge  Copper  Re f ine ry ,

Texaco Company,  and jo in t ' ly  they brought  on the El  Paso Natura l

Gas  Company .  Yes ,  t ha t  was  the  beg inn ing  o f  E l  Paso .  The

year  before,  the census showed El  Paso wi th  700 people,  and a

yea r  a f te r  t he  ra i l r oads  go t  he re  we  had  15 ,000 .  They  weren ' t  a l l

t he  k ind  o f  peop le  tha t  were  bu i l d ' i ng  the  c i t y ,  however ,  bu t  t hey
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lvl :

F :

F .

M:

F:

M:

were  par t  o f  t i fe .  And ra i l road peop le ,  as  our  S ta te  Nat iona l  Bank

tab le t  w i l l  show you,  up  there  in  P ioneer  P laza ,  they  were  the

f i rs t  peop le  who rea ' l l y  wanted  to  bu i ld  homes,  and send the i r  ch i ld ren

to  schoo l .  They  so l id i f ied  the  town,  in  o ther  words .

They  d r idn ' t  se t t l e  in  any  par t i cu la r  p lace ,  Chr i s?

Yes,  yes ,  p re t ty  much so .  They  fo l lowed ou t  Missour i  S t ree t ,  ou t

Wyoming St ree t ;  and o f  course  in  the  ear ly  t imes o f  the  ra i l road,

they were down around Myrt le and Texas. But they were r ight  in

tha t  a rea ,  genera l l y .  Qu i te  a  few wou ld  move in to  the  H igh land

Park  a rea  a t  tha t  t ime.  But  you see,  many o f  the  ra j l road peop le

at that  t ime, the men, were bachelors.  They were boomers.

They 'd  wonk here  fo r  a  wh i le  on  one ra i l road un t i l  someth ing

happened they  d idn ' t  l j ke ,  o r  ge t  f i red ,  and go  to  another  one.

But ' i t  began to  be  where  they  wou ' ld  mar ry ,  se t t le  down,  and

br ing  the i r  fami l ies  here  about  tha t  t ime o f  l i fe  where  they  d id

want to set t le down and stop booming, and they contr ibuted a

great  dea l .  Many,  many,  f ine  fami l ies  among them.

The ra i l roads  brought  in  the  Ch inese.  I  know tha t  there  used to

be  a  fa jn -s i zed  Ch ina town in  E l  Paso .  I t ' s  subs tanc ia l l y  gone .

But  there  arenr t  very  many peop le  who can reca l l  i t .  Te l l  some

things that you remember about Chinatown.

0 f  course ,  I  can ' t  nemember  i t  in  j t s  heyday .

When was its heyday?

0h,  I 'd  say  the  Ch inese in f luence in  E l  Paso began in  about  1885,

when a l l  the  cons t ruc t ion  work  o f  tha t  k ind  ( ra ' i l roads ,  e tc . )
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and  a l l  o f  t hese  f i t t l e  b ranch  l i nes  up  t o  t hese  m ines ,  had  se t t l ed

down.  I  remember f i rs t ,  South Oregon Street  f rom Over land down

as far  as you want  to  go,  and on Second Street  down in  there,

we  jus t  had  a  s i zab le  Ch inese  popu la t i on .  Ve ry  few  women  fo l k ,

because  none  o f  t hem had  the i r  w i ves  w i th  them a t  t ha t  t ime .

Later  on,  some of  them marr ied some of  the nat ives down around

here,  and la ter  on some of  the youngsters through M6xico came

up  he re  w i th  the j r  w i ves .  You  see ,  because  o f  t he  0 r i en ta l

Exc lus ion  Ac t  o f  1909 ,  (m idn igh t ,  November  l s t  
' | 909 ) ,  

anybody

tha t  hadn ' t  en te red  the  po r t  o f  Sea t t l e ,  Vancouver ,  o r  anywhere

else on the West  Coast  (or  any p" lace for  that  mat ter )  or  was

on  a  sh ip ' i n  t he  ha rbo r  wa i t i ng ,  t hey  cou ld  come  i n .  Bu t  any  one

that  wasn' t  whether  they were on the h igh seas or  not ,  they made

them turn around and go on back;  because they a1l  had p lenty  of

advance not ice that  that  was the deadl ' ine.  So,  there were no more

tha t  cou ld  come in to  the  coun t r y .  Bu t  many  d ' i d  ease in  he re

th rough  M6x ico .  I t  was  a  much  eas ie r  dea l  t o  smugg ' l e  i n .  And

they  se t t l ed  he re .  They  had  s to res ;  l o t s  o f  t hem ran  ch inese

laundr ies ,  good  
' l aund r ies ,  

t oo .  Res tau ran ts ,  (we  p re fe r red

ang loc i zed ,  i n  a  sense  t ypes  o f  res tau ran ts ) ,  and  a  few  under

genera l  merchand is ing .  Bu t  I  can ' t  r eca l l  t oo  many  i n  my  t ime .

I  do know that  whenever  there was a pub ' l  ic  event  (  a  parade or

show o r  f j es ta  o r  ca rn j va l  o r  wha t  have  you ) ,  t hose  Ch inamen

were  i n  t he re  s t rong .  They 'd  send  up  to  San  F ranc i sco  fo r  t he

b ig  d ragon .  Tha t  d ragon  was  abou t  300  fee t  1ong ,  and  they 'd
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stuf f  i t  fu l l  o f  these Chinamen,  You know. They would carry  i t  on

the i r  backs  and  f i r e  wou ld  come ou t  o f  i t ' s  mou th .

M:  Do  you  reca l l  any  s t rong  Ch inese  l eaders ,  o r  any  ou ts tand jng  l eaders

in the communi ty?

F :  t j e l l ,  t he re  was  a  fe l l ow  named  Mar -Ben ;  t he re  was  the  Chew fam i l y ,

Mr .  and  Mrs .  A .Y .  Chew.  Up  in  Lo rdsburg  the re  was  a  ve ry  famous

Ch inaman  ca l l ed  B ig  Fa t ,  who  owned  ha l f  o f  t he  town ,  ran  the  town ;

and  eve rybody  e i t he r  l i ked  o r  d i s l ' i ked  h im .  Bu t  mos t  peop le  d id ,

as he was a commendable man.  That  was about  the extent  o f  i t .

You  see ,  no t  hav ing  any  w ives  he re ,  t he  w ' i ves  o f  t hose  who  d id

have  w jves  were  a l l  back  i n  Ch ' i na ,  and  they 'd  send  the i r  money

in  regu la r l y  eve ry  mon th .  And  l a te r  on ,  some o f  t he  ch i l d ren

tha t  were  bo rn  ove r  t he re ,  p r j o r  t o  t he  Exc lus jon  Ac t ,  cou ld  come

jn  he re ,  o r  d id  come in  he re .  Tha t ' s  how you  go t  some o f  t he

younger  ones .

M:  Do  you  th ink  mos t  o f  t hem le f t  he re ,  o r  d id  they  j us t  i n te rmar ry

and fade away?

F:  l^Je l l ,  qu i te  a few of  them went  back home.  And,  when was the

changeover? The f ight  over  there when they got  r id  of  the

imperial type of government? Anyhow, many of them went back

and  a t t r i t i on ,  as  t he  f e l l ow  says ,  " t he  s i l en t  a r t i l l e r y  o f

t ime i ' ,  t ook  ca re  o f  a  l o t  o f  t hem.  And  they  j us t  f aded  ou t  o f

the  p i c tu re  o r  j us t  we re  ass im i l a ted  i n  one  way  o r  ano the r  t h rough

' in termarr iage and whatever .  There 's  probably  three or  four  that

I  remember here as a boy,  and they are very o1d people today.

46
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They  made  good  c i t i zens .

i t  i s  a lmos t  imposs ib le  to  f i nd  p i c tu res  o f  t hem.  There  a re  i u t t

not  any photos arouncl .

F:  No,  they  jus t  weren ' t  in to  i t .  They  were  busy  w i th  the i r  bus iness

and weren ' t  too  much in te res ted  in  tha t ,  and peop le  weren ' t  too

much interested in them. They were just  a part  of  the scheme of

th i  ngs  .

How about the Negroes, Chr is? I  know that there was a scatter ing

of  Negroes ;  there  cou ldn ' t  have been many,  bu t  there  must  have

been a  smal l  communi ty .  I  wou ld  ga ther  tha t  they  d id  no t  f i r s t

se t t le  there  a t  Midway on  A lameda.

0h,  no ,  they  were  r igh t  in  th is  a rea  down here  a long where  the

Chinamen were :  Second St ree t ,  F i rs t  S t ree t ,  South  0regon,

and South  Mesa,  r igh t  a round tha t  l i t t le  enc lave  there .  Most  o f

them came in  here  w i th  the  ra i l roads  in  la te r  years ,  when the  pu11-

man serv ' ices were brought in.  That 's where they came from. 0f

course ,  many o f  themn la te r  on ,  became por te rs ;  and the i r  s top-

over was here,  and quj te a few sett led here.  Many of  them were

in  the  Pos ta l  Serv ice .  Some o f  our  f iner ,  more  respec tab le  pos t -

men were  Negroes t  Mr .  Co l l ins ,  h is  son la te r  was  a  dent js t  here

in  E l  Paso,  bu t  he  has  moved away now.  But  tha t ' s  how they  a l l

go t  s ta r ted .  And the ' i r  popu la t ion  d idn ' t  inc rease to  any  ex ten t

un t i l  Wor ld  l , . la r  I I .  Fo l low ing  tha t ,  a  number  o f  them came in

here .  But  the  popu la t ion  was pre t ty  much s ta t i c  up  un t i l  tha t

t ime .

How did they come

wou ld  you  th ink?

se t t l e  down  the re  o f f  P ied ras  and  A lameda ,

the re  any  pa r t i cu la r  reason?

4v

M:

M:

F :

to

Is
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F : We' l ' l  ,  you see,  la ter  on many of  them worked at  the Southern Paci f ic

shops .  The re  were  r i gh t  o f f  P ied ras  S t ree t ,  and  tha t  was  a  na tu ra l

area for  them to come to move out  to ;  those that  worked in  the

shops.  There were qui te  a few of  them, and that  s tar ted that  nest

ou t  t he re .  They  had  a  dance  p lace  ou t  t he re ,  a  sa loon ,  a  ba r ,  o r

wha teve r  you  wan t  t o  ca l l  i t ,  t ha t  had  the  mos t  h i l a r i ous  name I

eve r  hea rd .  Th i s  i s  i t - - "The  Pep -Up  and  N igh t i nga le  C lub . "  Now

you  f i gu re  i t  ou t .

Was  ' i t  a  no to r i ous  d i ve?

We l l ,  t hey  were  qu i te  an  en thus ias t i c  peop le  a long  toward  abou t

m idn igh t ;  t hey  had  the i r  f un .

How abou t  t he  o the r  na t i ona l j t i e s ,  l i ke  t he  Jew ish?

0h ,  t he  Jew ish  fo l ks  were  i n  he re  ea r l y  i n  t he  game.  They  came

here  a t  abou t  t he  adven t  o f  t he  ra i l r oads .  A  l o t  o f  t hem came in

here f rom the West  Coast ;  not  too many,  but  a  number.  Most  o f  them

came ou t  o f  San  An ton io  coun t r y ,  some ou t  o f  M6x ico .  Theycame in

the re ,  l ea rned  the  l anguage ,  l ea rned  the  peop le ,  and  many  o f  t hem

set t l  ed i  n  M6xi  co ,  a  l  ong w' i  th  the Germans .

0ther  than Chinese and of  course the Mexicans,  were there any other

g roups  he re  tha t  spoke  d i f f e ren t  l anguages ,  German  o r  F rench?

No ,  they  d idn ' t ;  and  l e t  me  d ig ress  a  momen t .  Tha t  j s  wha t  makes  me

fee l  rea l ' l y  sad .  h le  g rew up  i n  th i s  i so la ted  coun t r y  ou t  he re ,

where  l i f e  d idn ' t  have  too  much  to  o f fe r - -a  rugged  l i v i ng .  Bu t  we

had stout -hear ted men and women that  put  together  a good communi ty

wh ich  we ' re  en ioy jng  today .  We a l l  l i ved  he re  happ ' i 1y  toge the r ,

f o r  be t te r  o r  f o r  worse .  We d idn ' t  a lways  ag ree  w i th  the  o the r

fe l l ow 's  na t i ona f  i t y  o r  h i s  v ' i ews ;  we  to le ra ted  those  th ings ,  recog -

M:

F :

M :

F :

M :

F :

n iz ing  tha t  perhaps  they  weren ' t  too  s tou t  fo r  ours .  So,  as  to  the
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Mexican people,  they were part  of  our l i fe,  and we were part  of

theirs.  l , le iust  a l l  grew up here together.  As people of  my age'

we played in together nejghborhoods and went to school  together;  we

went to warr  together,  came home and got marr ied,  and we'd go to

each o ther 's  wedd jngs  and b i r thdays .  And our  ch i ld ren  wou ld  p lay

ba l l  toge ther  and a l l  k inds  o f  a th le t i cs .  And we ius t  g rew up to -

gether.  When oup sons went to war and our daughters got marr ied,

we 'd  go  to  each o ther 's  wedd ings  and a1 l  tha t .  Many o f  them,  l i ke

many o f  ours ,  d idn ' t  do  too  we l l  in  l i fe .  Somet imes the i r  fau l t ,

somet imes the natural  whimseys and adversi t ies came into the p ' ic ture.

But  here  we were ,  a l l  busy  as  we cou ld  be ,  happ i ly  bu i ld ing  our  com-

mun ' i t y .  Bu i ld ing  schoo ls  where  the  La t jns  went  to  and they  improved.

Sure ,  fo r  the  f i rs t  few years  o f  our  mass  schoo l ing ,  as  you m' igh t  say ,

i t  was  d i f f i cu l t  to  see any  progress .  So about  th i r ty  years  ago,  one

generat ion had been to school  a b ' i t ,  so when the' i r  chj ldren came home

f rom schoo l ,  they  were  in  a  fami ly  tha t  spoke an  amount  o f  Eng l ish ;

and then as  o ther  genera t ions  came a long,  i t  a l l  benef j t ted .  Bowje

High School  was a great contr ibutor to the advancement of  the Mex' ican

people,  as wel l  as to the community.  There was a t ime when they were

an econom' ic  l iab j l j t y ;  bu t  they  became an economic  asset ,  many o f  them,

as t ime went on. They are today. They became lawyers,  doctors,  tech-

n ic ians ,  educators ,  mus ic ians ,  ' i n  the  t rades ,  c ra f tsmen o f  a l l  t ypes

and k ' inds .  So here  we come up to  th is  day  and t ime where  l i fe  i s  sup-

posed to be better,  when they are preaching to ' lerance and good wi l l

towards nen everywhere; and we have those that want to separate our

Mex ican f r iends ,  our  fe l low c j t i zens ,  f rom us  Ang los .  I t  makes  me

fee l  very  bad ly .  Most  o f  i t  i s  done fo r  po l i t i ca l  reasons ,  i  th ink .
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Some groups th ' ink that  they can enchance themselves. And I  quest ion

a lo t  as  to  the  s incer i ty ;  I  wonder  how deep i t  i s ,  how rea l  j t  i s .

Because they've come a long way; t rue,  they have a long way to go.

But  look  here ,  i  wou ld  say  tha t  they  are  no  longer  a  minor i ty  g roup;

they are about 55% or 56% of our community,  populat ion-wise. I ,Je' re

about 44% or 45%. And each year their  part  of  i t  is  growing up.

Look  a t  your  c i ty  ha ' l1 ,  your  cour thouse,  your  bus inesses ;  who do  you

see work ing  in  these var ious  good pos i t ions? And they ' re  a  good peop le '

tha t ' s  what  burns  me up.  They ' re  a  good race  o f  peop le .  When they ' re

once  you ' re  f r i end ,  you 've  go t  a  f r i end .  They  a re  p leasan t  and  de l igh t -

fu l .  A t  l eas t  those  in  my  ca tegory ,  the  m idd le  wa lk  o f  l i f e ;  I  don ' t

know too  much about  the  a f f luen t  o r  the  b ' ig  shots ,  as  you m' igh t  say .

So I  feel  sad about i t  to see how del jberate ' ly  some are t ry ing to

d iv ide  us  up  in to  Ang lo  and La t in .  What  the  ou tcome is  go ing  to  be

u l t imate ly ,  I  don ' t  know.  But  whatever  i t  i s ,  I  can  on ' l y  hope fo r

the  bes t .  Because  i t  took  a  lo t  o f  peop le  a  long  t ime,  w i th  a  lo t

o f  work ,  to  pu t  th is  th ing  together  ca l led  E l  Paso,  and I 'd  ha te  to

see i t  go  down the  dra jn .  The E l  Paso o f  1920 wou ldn ' t  to le ra te  the

Ku K lux  K lan ;  we d idn ' t  want  any  par t  o f  them.  Th is  was our  home

town,  fo r  a l l  o f  us  to  l i ve  together .  We ran  them o f f .  So  I  ha te

to  see  d is tu rb ing  th ings  l i ke  th i s  come in .  T rag ica l l y ,  some o f  ou r

educators are foment ing some of th is stuf f ,  too.  They should be

ashamed o f  themse lves ,  anybody shou ld .  So,  pardon the  l j t t le  sermon.
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F :

When were  you born ,  Chr is?

In  
. |897,  

E l  Paso,  Texas ,  a t  
. |210  

E.  San Anton io  S t ree t .

What  were  your  f i rs t  impress ions  o f  E l  Paso?

Like other young men of  my t ime, grow' ing up in a modest home, l i fe was

jus t  one b ig  panorama o f  good th ings  and ac t jv j t y .  Le t  me put  i t  th is

way: You see, everything is contemporary,  and as I  have Often said,

l i fe  then was s ' imp1e,  our  demands were  s ' imp le ,  and maybe we were  s imp ' le .

But  there  was no th ing  b las6  about  i t .  Each day  was another  page,  each

day was another adventure,  each day was something to look forward to.

Everything we saw was new; every l ' i t t le advancement was looked upon with

much wonderment .  That ' s  no  answer  to  what  i t  was ,  bu t  i t  was  ius t  a

grea t  b ig  exper ience.

Do you remember the f i rst  t ime you went to M6xjco,  crossed the r iver,

to  Judrez?

I 'd  say  I  was  s ix  o r  seven years  o ld .  Go ing  back  and fo r th  to  M6x ico  and

Judrez  then,  there  was no th ' ing  about  i t ;  i t  was  ius t  l i ke  go ing  across

the  s t ree t .  There  was Customs,  bu t  no  Immigra t ion ,  no  prob lems.  Sunday

af te rnoons you 'd  ius t  h i tch  up  the  car r iage and go  over  and v is i t  your

fr iends over there,  and they, in turn,  would come over on other occasions

and  v is i t  you .

After you got older,  af ter  the turn of  the century,  d id El  Paso take on

to the turn,  to the t ransportat ion boom?

MuJe cars ,  f rom the  ear ly '80s ,  were  taken over  by  the  e lec t r j c  t ro l leys

jn  1903,  I  be l ieve .  Soon we deve loped one o f  the  la rges t  and bes t  u rban

transportat ' ion systems in th is part  of  the country.  I  was on the f i rst

H:

t r .
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electr ic streetcar;  I  remember that .

What  d id  i t  fee l  l i ke?

Down here at  the plaza everybody got on and away we went.  I t  was qui te

an exper ience.

what  about  au tomobi les?  D id  E l  paso take  to  those fas t?

Rather  s low1y,  no t  too  rap id ly .  I  wou ld  say  tha t  we never  caught  on  to
the  au tomobi le  un t i l  about  

. l9 . |0 .  you  see,  there  was an  emergence there .
The b lacksmi ths ,  the  horses ,  the  car r iages ,  and the  wagons ran  the  t rhns-
portat ion system; and with the com' ing of  the automobi ' le,  the blacksmith
became the mechanic and the general  store sold the gasol ine in drums out
on  the  s idewalk .  And i t  jus t  went  a long tha t  way ;  i t  g radua l ly  came a . long.
Bu t  E l  Paso  jus t  d idn , t  j ump a t  i t?

No, we were too far away from those

expens ive .  l ^ le  were  a  smal l ,  modest

How d id  E l  paso reac t ,  and what  k ind

First  t lor ld l , lar?

0h '  ho t te r  than a  p is to l .  Th is  has  a lways  been a  grea t  town fo r  match ing
up  to  i t s  respons ib i r i t i es  in  a  t ime  o f  c r i s i s .  I  doub t  i f  the re ,s  any
c i ty  in  the  na t ion  tha t  was  more  en thus ias t ic  in  assuming i t s  du t ies  o f
c i t i zensh ip  tha t  our  town was-_Wor ld  I ^Jar  I ,  Wor ld  h la r  I I ,  any  t ime.  0 f
course  now'  th ings  are  loused up  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  bu t  Amer ica  w i l l  come back
aga in .

Go jng  back  to  the  F i rs t  Wor ld  War ,  was  there  any  b ig  ce lebra t ion  when the
soldiers lef t? Did they march? you know, before they lef t ,  were they
presented  w i th  f lags?

wel l ,  we d ' idn ' t  have a  b ig  un i t  o f  our  own here .  ! . |e  had a  company o f  the
Nat iona l  Guard ,  d r " rd  i t  went  in  w i th  the  regurar  Army.  And la te r  on ,

52
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th ings .  And au tomobi les  were  qu i te

communi ty.

o f  sp i r i t  d id  i t  show,  towards  the

H:

F :
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everybody went in,  in imp' lements,  through the draf t  of  whatever we cal led

i t  then,  o r  th rough the  vo lun teer  e lement .  0 f  course  we had,  p r io r  to

World l^ lar  I ,  a massjve cantonment here at  Deming of  Nat ional  Guardsmen

from the eastern seacoast--some sixty thousand of  them. Then along

came Persh ing 's  exped i t ion  in to  M6x ico .  But  those guardsmen were  down

here  fo r  t ra in ing .  They  knew tha t  we were  go ing  in to  Wor ld  War  I ,  I

guess ,  and tha t ' s  how i t  came.  So we were  a lways  pre t ty  we l l  geared up .

D id  any  spec ia l  ce lebra t ion  happen on  Armis t i ce  Day?

I  wasn ' t  home then.  I  was  away in  the  Serv ice .  But  they  say  tha t  " they

pu t  the  b ig  po t  jn  the  l i t t l e  one . "

We have a  p ic tu re  in  the  Arch ives  o f  a  b ig  ce lebra t ion  near  E l  Paso H" igh

School  .

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  I ' ve  seen  tha t  p ic tu re .

There are cars parked al l  around, horses and people by the thousands up

there .  Apparent ly  there  was some k ind  o f  Armis t i ce  ce lebra t ion .

0h ,  i t  was  a  mass jve  onen fo r  our  town.  And you know,  dur ing  tha t  t ' ime

jus t ' immedia te ly  be fore  and a f te r  Wor ld  War  I ,  a l l  those debona i re ,  hand-

some young f ieu tenants  f rom West  Po in t  and everywhere  e lse ,  they  gobb led

up a ' l l  the  e l ig ib le  g i r l s  and away they  went l

We were  then  go ing  in to  the '20s .  D id  E l  Paso  take  par t  i n  th i s  so -ca l led

" '20s  c raze?"  0 f  course ,  I  th ink  every  per iod  in  h is to ry  has  j t s  c raze .

But  d jd  E l  Paso  go  w i l d  w ' i t h  t he  "Roar ing  
' 20s?"

F :  0h ,  we  had  t hose  l i t t l e  f unny  su i t s .  We  l ooked  l i ke  c l owns ,  k i nd  o f  l ' i ke

they do today,  some of  them. The women had those 1ong,  wei rd- look ' ing

d resses .  Yes ,  t hey  wen t  i n  f o r  i t  qu i t e  a  b i t .  And  tha t  hoop-de -do  dance ,

I  f o rgo t  wha t  i t  was .

H :

F :

M :

F :

M :

F :

H :
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M:

F :

M:

F :

How long d id  S tormsv i l le  las t?

Unt i l  1929.

What happened then?

Wel l ,  1929  was  a  fabu lous  year  here ' in  E l  Paso ,  because  in  ]928  the

Standard 0il Company of Texas (then known as the Paso-Tex Petroleum Company)

came here and set up shop which rea1ly gave us a shot in the arm. t l le

were kindofdown a bit after World l^lar I. Things were pretty seedy. Then

that ref inery brought along the Texaco ref inery,  and in turn '  together '

they brought a ' long the Phelps Dodge Copper ref inery ( then cal led Nichol 's

Copper Ref inery),  and then fol lowed the El  Paso Natural  Gas Company.

So about 1929 or 1930, when the Depression was beginning to be fel t  in

o ther  par ts ,  we were  jus t  popp in ' ;  we were  g6 in ' .  So  Stormsv i l le  went

by the board ( I  forget just  who i t  was that bought i t  out) ,  and Rim Road

came in to  be ing .  A l l  those expens ive  houses  up  there ,  those beaut i fu l ,

we l l -des igned homes,  came in  '29  and par t  o f '30 .  So tha t  was  the  demise

of  S tormsv i  I  le .

Do you remember Storms?

D. Storms? 0h, yeah.

How d id  he  look?

He looked jus t  l i ke  you 'd  th ink  he 'd  look .  He was a  spare  fe l low as  I

reca l l  h im.  A lways  wore  a  tu rned-up h igh  ce l lu lo id  co l la r ,  and looked

just  l ike a landowner of  that  t ime who was try ing to get some money out

of  h is poor tenants.  I  don' t  say he was a' l l  bad, by any means, but he

didn' t  have a very good Feputat ion,  of  beinq prr i  jani l r rop. iC ( t i  t r rere . is  s, lct

a  word) .  As  a  lawyer ,  I  don ' t  know what  h is  qua l i f i ca t ions  were .

Did you know Pete Kern?

Sure .

M:

F :

M:

F :

M:

F :
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M:

F:

Could you tel l  me something about him?

My recol lect ion of  h im is rather vague! but I  remember his iewelry store

and watch shop--Kern Jeweler.  The big ta lk about town was when he took

off and went to Alaska for fame and fortune. Before he left towfir he

had always been buying property,  and a large port ion of  the property

he bought was from a man named McKel l igon, You perhaps have read a

spec ' ia1  s to ry  about  h im ' in  our  bank .  t ^ le  dug i t  a l l  ou t  in  our  Then

a-nd I ' loU program. Then he [Kern] mapped out a bunch of things about what

he was going to do. Present Kern P' lace was his,  p lus Crazy Cat Mountain '

p lus  the  land in  back  o f  i t .  In  those long,  co ld  w in te r  n igh ts  up  there

in  A laska,  he  drew up a  topograph ica l  map o f  i t  and  he  ou t l ined  a l l  tha t

he was going to do. And by gosh, he did;  came pret ty c lose to i t .

Whi le he was up theren the marr ied a woman named Madel ine someth' ing.  Madel ine

Street is named af ter  her.  Madel ine Park is named for her.  But i t  was

a wedd ing  tha t  d idn ' t  las t ,  and I 'm no t  sure  whether  the  two daughters

were out of  that  wedlock or whether she had them from another marr iage.

But they both wound up here and went back east when their  mother died;

in  fac t ,  be fore  the i r  mother  d ied .  I f  they ' re  s t i l l  l i v ing ,  they ' re  back

in the New York area. Pete Kern was a pathet ic soul .  He made qui te a

bi t  of  money when he came back from Alaska. He bui l t  a fantast ' ic  archway

there at  the beginning of  the 2700 block of  North Kansas Street;  there's

many p ic tu res  about  i t  now.  Trag ica l l y ,  i t  was  to rn  down and w i th  a '

l i t t le  thought  and care  i t  cou ld  have been preserved.  I t  was  rea11y

someth ing ,  I ' l l  te l l  ya ' .  That  was  the  en t rance to  Kern  P lace .  But  hard

t imes fel l  upon Pete in later years,  and he wound up in the old fo lks

Masonic home between Fort  l^ lor th and Dal las.  His mind had deter iorated

qui te a bi t .  One day when he was out stumbl ing around the tracks there,

he  go t  loose someway or  another ,  a  T .P.  t ra in  h i t  h im and k i l led  h im.  So
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M:

F :

M:

F :

that was the tragic end of  Pete Kern,  who never hurt  a sou' l  in his l i fe.

He was a ' l i t t le  pudgy  fe l la  as  I  reca l l  h im.  About  f i ve- fee t  s ix  o r

seven,  round face ,  p ix ie  face ,  and uh ,  we l l ,  he  looked jus t  l i ke  Pete

Kern  shou ld  look ,  too .

Do you remember anything about the old Hart 's  Mi l l  area?

No '  no t  too  much.  You see,  the  lad ies  o f  E l  Paso used to  have occas ions

when they 'd  go  ou t  and v is i t  the  lad ies  a t  the  Smei l te r .  A l ]  o f  the  o f f i c ia ls '

w ives ' l i ved  ou t  there ,  and o thers ,  and they  wou ld  go  ou t  in  a  buggy.

What is now Smeltertown?

Up Smel te r  H i l l ,  on  top  where  the  p lan t  i s  i t se l f .  There  are  a  number

of bui ld ings up there where al l  these people l ived. some of them are

st i l l  there.  Always the manager 
' l ived 

there.  Later onn the streetcar

was bui l t  and that helped out.  But even i f  you went out on a streetcar '

you had to walk up to the p1ant.  And the Smelter v iaduct as we cal l  i t

today  ( ' i t  was  or ig ina l l y  bu i l t  as  a  t ress le  fo r  the  s t ree tcar  l ine)  was

put in to come over the rai ' l road tracks.  But the carr iage road always

fol lowed the contour of  the land. 0f  course, Courchesne l ived further

up and they had a settlement of their own, too, close by where the cement

p lan t  i s  today .

How about the o1d Army barracks and bui ld ings? I  know that there are only

two lef t .

In my younger years there was the of f icer 's quarters and the of f icer 's

c lub  and a  number  o f  o ther  bu i ld ings .  But  when the  Globe Mi ' l l s  came in

here and bui l t  their  ice plant and grainery,  they knocked down some.

Later, when the Southwest Irrigated Cotton Growers came in, they knocked

down some. Gradual ly,  why one thing or another took the at t r i t ' ion.  As

they say, the old s i lent  ar t i l lery of  t ime brought them down. Hart 's

Mi l l  was  there .  Nobody pa id  too  much a t ten t ion  to  i t  in  my t ime;  i t  was
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u .

F :

How d id  Proh ib i t ion  come in to  a l l  o f  th is  fn  E l  Paso?

0h,  we never  knew any th ing  about  Proh ib i t ion .

Because of  the border?

Yes .

Weren' t  there many gun batt l  es fought down there?

0h,  God,  my,  yes l  0h ,  tha t  was  someth ' ing  e lse .  I  thought  you Were  ta lk -

ing  about  our  normal  way o f  l i fe .

No,  I  was  ta lk ing  about  the  fac t  tha t  because i t  was  a  border  town,  d id

you see a lot  of  shady characters coming in?

Yes.  La ter ,  as  Proh ib i t ion  advanced a long in  the  mid- '20s ,  they  began

to  deve lop  qu i te  a  boot legg ing  bus iness  or  rum-runn ing  bus ' iness  across

the  border - -qu i te  luc ra t i ve .  A  lo t  o f  Judrez  fo r tunes  were  amassed then.

0 f  course ,  those tha t  were  par t i c ' ipa t ing  then are  now d js t ingu ished and

f ine  peop le  in  the  commun ' i t yn  so  we don ' t  b r ing  tha t  up .  But  tha t  was

fo l lowed by  the  h i jackers ,  and tha t rs  when th jngs  were  rea l l y  rough.

That was dur ing the Pret ty Boy F' loyd days and the Capones and al l  of  that ,

when you no  longer  had a  n ice  " leg i t imate"  rum-runner .  He was pre t ty

we l l  ou t  o f  bus iness .  A  man cou ld  go  over  there  and take  a  thousand

do l la rs ,  and he  used to  be  ab le  to  ge t  about  12  do l la rs  a  case;  anyhow,

he 'd  ge t  a  hundred cases  o f  wh iskey  fo r  a  thousand do l la rs ,  o r  a  l i t t le

b j t  more ,  and he 'd  have i t  b rought  across  the  r j ver  to  h im on mules  a t

someplace.  And he  wou ld  load up  h is  cars  and away they 'd  go- - ' i f  they

weren ' t  caught ,  o f  course .  But  la te r  on ,  when the  h i iackers  came in to

the  p ic tu re ,  he 'd  t ry  the  same th jng ,  and the  h ' i jackers  wou ld  le t  h im

get  h is  wh iskey  over  here  and they 'd  take  i t  away f rom h im,  o r  k i l l  h im

and rob  j t .  They 'd  do  j t  there  or  fu r ther  down the  road,  and i t  was

real ' ly  bad. But,  I  j  ke al  I  th ' ings,  soci  ety demanded that I  aw and order
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shou ld  come abou t ,  and  i t  d id .

l^ lho was sher i f f  dur ing that  t ime?

I  was  do ing  the  she r i f f i ng  pa r t  o f  t ha t  t ime .

D id  you  have  any  run - ins  w i th  them you rse l f?

Yeah ,  and  i t  was  a  mess .

Just  a  point .  My grandfather  was a fed agent  and I  have p ic tures of

t he  b roken  s t i l l s  and  t he  dead  po f i ce  dogs .  Now,  we ' ve  t a l ked  abou t

approx imate ly  a 20 year  per iod,  a lmost  a  30 year  span.  From the t ime

we s ta r ted ,  . you  were  ta l k ing  abou t  eve ryday  and  how you  l ooked  to

the  nex t  day  as  ano the r  adven tu re ,  and  you  d idn ' t  wo r ry  abou t  10  yea rs

f r om now .  I n  t h i s  pe r i od  o f  t ime ,  w i t h  t he  i n f l ux  o f  t he ' 20s ,  t he

F i r s t  l , l o r l d  War ,  P roh ib ' i t ' i on  and  a l l  o f  t ha t ,  how wou ld  you  desc r ibe

the  change  i n  da i1y  l i f e?  D id  i t  change  ab rup t l y?

No .  You  see ,  and  I  don ' t  say  th i s  w i th  any  d i s respec tn  InY  g row ing  up

days  and  on  up  we l l  j n to  manhood  and  o lde r  manhood ,  were  occup ied  w i th

work.  I t  was the order  of  the day,  and everybody worked;  everybody was

busy .  And  they  a l l  had  the i r  du t ' i es  o f  t he  day .  Bu t  t he  remarkab le

th ing  abou t  t ha t  pe r iod  was  the i r  g rea t ,  g rea t  i n te res t  i n  c i v i c  endeavors

for  the communi ty 's  fu ture and wel ' l  be" ing.  Not  on ' ly  men,  but  women aS

we l l .  They  were  ded ica ted .  The re  m, i i gh t  be  l i t t l e  c lubs  and  g roups ,  bu t

they  a1 l  f aded  away  when  the  fe l l a  rang  the  be l l  t ha t  sa id , " t l e  go t ta  go " - -

and  away  we  wen t ,  un i t ed .  And ' i t  was  a  t ime  i n  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  na t i on

when we were emerging,  i f  you want  to  put  i t  that  way,  f rom the rura l

l i f e ,  f r om the  f ron t j e r  l i f e  ou t  he re ,  i n to  a  more  soph ' i s t i ca ted  way  o f

l i f e .  And  t he  emergence  was  s1ow , ' i t  was  g radua l .  We  we re  ab le  t o  ass i -

m i l a te  i t  and  we  d idn ' t  havea lo t  o f  t h j ngs  j ammed  down  ou r  t h roa t s  f r om

othe r  sou rces .  I t  was  ou r  l i f e ;  we  were  l i v i ng  and  con fo rm ing  w i th  the
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u .

l aws o f  the  land and soc ie ty ,  and we were  ius t  mov ing  a1ong.  I t  was

qu i te ' i  nteresti ng .

Do you th jnk  by  the  end o f  th is  per iod ,  perhaps  because o f  rad io  be-

conr ing  more  popu lar ,  th is  had someth ing  to  do  w i th  i t?

0h ,  de f in i te l y .

You were saying that people jn the ear ly days were concerned with the

c ' i t y  i t se l f .  Bu t  once you go t  in to  the  Depress ion  era ,  You f ind  tha t

peop le ' i n  a l l  c i t i es  th ' i nk  more  on  a  na t iona l  sca le ,  a r id  the  c i t i es

sor t  o f  l os t  ou t .

Wel l ,  we always had two very f ine newspapers,  and i t 's  not  too hard to

remember that  they were generous w' i th their  extras to br ing us up to

date  w i th  the  la tes t  news tha t  they  cou ' ld  ge t .  Bu t  the  rad jo  came in ,

I  wou ld  say ,  in  the  ear l y '30s ,  somewhere  in  the re ,  and  I  guess  i t  d id

change th ' ings  a  b j t .  Bu t  i t  was  jus t  a  way o f  l ' i fe .  Then,  o f  course '

the  au tomobi le  was someth ing  tha t  changed th ings  around,  too .  But  i t

was  a  g radua l  emergence tha t  we cou ld  ass imi la te  and no t  lose  our  fami ly

l i f e  o r  sense  o f  we l l -be ing  o r  sense  o f  ba lance .  We d idn ' t  go  overboard ;

we were a steady, sturdy people,  in a community that  we fel t  had a future.

And the only people that  were going to br ing about th is future were our-

se lves .  We weren ' t  lean jng  on  somebody e lse .  I t  was  qu i te  a  go-around.

Wonderful  .

I f  you  were  wr i t ing  a  h is to ry  r igh t  nows or  say ,  wr i t ing  the  pageant

scr ip t  tha t  I  w i l l  be  work ing  on '  a re  there  any  very  spec ia l  names o f

important people that  had a rea11y important ef fect  on the growth of

the  E l  Paso  o f  th i s  per iod ,  up  un t i ]  I930?

Start ing f rom when?

Star t ing  f rom 
. |9 . |5 ,  

say  a  15  or  20  year  per iod"  Was there  a  s t rong

mayor that  was in a long t ' ime?

F :

H :

F :
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F:  There  were  some,  bu t  i t ' s  surpn is ing  how i t  was  such a  team"  They  migh t

no t  have a l l  l i ked  each o ther ,  they  migh t  no t  have a l l  gone to  the  same

church ,  and maybe they  d idn ' t  d r ink  the  same brand o f  wh iskey  or  have

the  same hab i ts ;  bu t  when i t  came to  E l  Paso,  they  jus t  k jnd  o f  me l ted

there  in to  a  so l jd  mass .  0h ,  yes ,  we had the  Schwar tz  famj ly ,  we had

the  Dav is  fami ly ,  we had the  Burges  fami ' l y ,  and the  She l ton  fami ly .  0h ,

I ' l l  te11  you the  bes t  way  to  ge t  tha t  c lear ly  in  your  mind  wou ld  be  to

go down to c i ty hal l  and look at  the names of  the nayors f rom 1900'  the

turn of  the century,  uP unt i l  1930, and jn there you get a good cross

sec t ion  o f  the  fami ly  p ic tu re ,  the  communi ty  p ic tu re .  So i t ' s  hard  to

s ing le  them out .  Surer there  were  ou ts tand ing  ones .  There  was FSl ix  Mar -

t inez ,  Mr .  A .  Courchesne,  there  were  the  Dud leys ;  there  were  o thers  tha t

were  a l1  b ig  peop le  in  the i r  way ,  and a l l  good th inkers  and producers .

Many o f  those fe l las  go t  together  and they  rea l l y  b rought  us  the  E lephant

Butte Dam; they brought us other th ings. But they always had a k ind of

uni fy ing ef fect  wherever they went--al l  for  the town, al l  for  the good

th ings .  And don ' t  underes t imate  the  women.  They  p layed a  te r r i f i c  par t

in  b r ing ing  about  a  be t te r  day  in  E1 Paso.  They  used to  say ,  "A l l  r igh t ,

you  brought  us  ou t  here  to  th is  God- fo rsaken deser t  count ry .  That ' s  f ine .

We' re  your  w ives ,  we ' re  the  mothers  o f  your  ch j ld ren ,  we ' re  go ing  to  do

the best we can. But now you've got to forget the cash register for  a

wh i leandth ink  tha t  we are  en t i t led  to  a  be t te r  way  o f  l i fe  than we are

having r ight  now. [ rJe are ent i t led to some of the benef i ts of  hard work

and e f fo r t .  We ' re  en t i t led  to  a  good re l ig ious  background,  educat ion  a t -

ta inment ,  the  soc ' ia l  and cu l tu ra l  s ide  o f  I i fe . "  And by  gosh,  they  ham-

mered a t  i t  and  brought  i t  fo r th .  And to  them go the  orch ids ;  there  is

no  ques t ion  about  i t .  We wr i te  g lowing ly  about  the  ho l l igans ,  the  t ramps
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and the  shoot - 'em-up peop le  and a l l  o f  tha t .  Bu t ,  anyhow,  I  hope

someday some talented person is going to wr i te a saga, a story,  about

the  women o f  E l  Paso and have i t  cover  f rom about  l8B0 to  about ]910.

I  th ink  tha t  was  the  fo rmat ive  per iod  in  the  l i fe  o f  our  c i ty .  Soo

anyhow, pardon me for digressing on that.

That ' s  what  I  wanted

You can look  a t  the  Women 's  C lub  ros ter ,  too ,  and ge t  some impor tan t

names.

Today in di f ferent areas of  the country,  they have di f ferent past imes.

For  ins tance,  ]ou  go  in to  Oh io  and bowl ing  is  the  na t iona l  spor t .  Here

I  no t iced  tha t  baseba l l  i s  very  b ig"  But  dur ing  those ear ly  days ,  what

wouJd you say  were  some o f  the  fun  pas t imes,  w i thout  te lev is ion  or  any-

th ing  e lse?

For the adul  t  I  i fe?

I  wou ld  say  fo r  the  fam' i1y  l ' i fe "  D ' id  they  do  a  lo t  o f  p icn ick ing?

hlel l ,  a modest amount of  that ,  back and forth.  l l , le had these tremendous

bosques then,  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  r j ver ,  wh ich  were  ver i tab le  fo res ts .

Women en joyed the i r  church-connected  ac t jv i t ' i es  and the  soc ia l  c lubs  tha t

went  w j th  i t ,  and  the  read ing  groups .  P lus  the  wh is t  p layers .  For  the

men,  go l f  came in to  th is  town ear ly  in  the  game,  and horseback  r id ing .

I t  was  jus t  an  overa l ' l  spread o f  s imp le ,  who lesome ac t ' i v i t jes  o f  the  day

which our community provided. Not too many, however;  but  people were so

doggoned busy  then,  work ing  hard .  Men and women and a l l ;  ch i ld ren ,  too .

Recreat ional  aspects? There never real ly seemed to be too much. I

guess  a  c loser  ana lys is  o f  j t  w i l l  p robab ly  deve lop  some th ings ,  bu t  I

can ' t  th ink  o f  any th ing  ou ts tand ing .

I  mean,  today  Amer icans  a lmost  seem to  make the i r  hobb ies  a  l i fe t ime.

H:

F :

H :
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F:  0h ,  yes .  They  work  a t ' i t .  We 've  go t  some young fo lks  tha t  wou ld  come

here on tr{onday morning just  whipped to a nub, and they don' t  get  rested

unt ' i l  Fr i  day eveni  ng I

F :

Okay,  we ' re  up  to  the  Depress ion .  D id  the  Depress ion  h i t  E l  Paso bad ly?

I 'd  say  no .  You see,  E l  Paso had a  we l l  d jvers i f ied  economy.  A  modest

economy,  i f  you  want  to  pu t  i t  tha t  way ,  bu t  we l l  d ivers i f ied .  And we

never  rea11y  hur t .  A  fe l la  sa id  one t ime tha t  you  d idn ' t  have too  much

to  s ta r t  o f  w i th ,  so  you d idn ' t  have much to  g ive  up .  But  we were  never

over -expanded.  0h ,  sure ,  there  were  some hardsh ips .  But  I  can ' t  say ,

rea11y ,  tha t  i t  was  a  g rue f ing ,  ha rd ,  g r i s l y ,  exper ience , ' l i ke  peop le

ta lk  about - -wh ich  may have ex is ted  in  some o f  the  la rger indus t r ia l  a reas

of  the  Un j ted  Sta tes .  I t  wasn ' t  tha t  way  here .

Were  there  soup l ines  l ' i ke  we see jn  o ther  p laces? Were  there  t ramps

coming through the town?

Somebody might  te11 you tha t  there  were  soup l ines ;  there  migh t  have been

a l i t t le  o f  tha t .  Bu t  you  want  to  remember  tha t  dur ing  tha t  per iod  o f

t ime, f rom 
. |930 

to 
. |940, 

the records jndicate that  there was an expro-

pr ia t ion  f rom E l  Paso to  M6x ico  C i ty  o f  some 20,000 a l ien  Mex icans .

They  wou ld  have been the  ones ,  under  o rd inary  c i rcumstances  ( i f  there

hadn ' t  been a  p lace  fo r  them to  go) ,  who wou ld  p robab ly  have been a  t re -

mendous  p rob lem,  w i th  the  soup  l i nes  and  s tu f f  l i ke  tha t .  Bu t ,  rea l l y ,

you '1 . l  have  some tha t ' l l  sdy ,  "0h ,  gee ,  i t  was  tough  here . "  We l1 ,  every -

th ing  is  re la t i ve  aga ' in ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ' ink  i t  was .  My fami ly  was a  mod-

est fam' i1y,  as were most of  the people that  we knew. Sure,  we had to

t ighten up, and some of the th ings we then thought were extravagant (my

gosh,  today  you wou ldn ' t  th jnk  about  i t  a t  a l l  today) ,  we had to  fo rgo .

But  ' i t  wasn ' t  too  tough.
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H: When you read about the history of  the area, you go back to the 49ers '

and o f  course  the  area  go t  f looded w i th  49ers  go ing  to  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Can

you reca l l  any  s i tua t ions  o f  migran t  workers  dur ing  the  Depress ion

that were f loat ing around the country? Maybe they wouldn' t  stop too long,

bu t  they  d id  go  th rough and bu j ld  shack  c i t ies .  D id  th is  happen?

Wel l ,  I  wou ld  say  so  in  the  ear l y '30s ,  a l though  i t  rea l l y  wasn ' t  too

much the Depression. l4e were af fected by the dust bowl area mjgrat ion

up in  southeas tern  Co lorado,  Kansas ,  and the  panhand les  o f  Ok lahoma and

Texas.  That  was rea l l y  rough,  A  lo t  o f  those peop le  loaded up  the i r

mode l  T  Fords ,  pu t  the  bedspr ings  on  top ,  s tu f fed  the  ch i ld ren  in  the

cars and away they went.  And we had many fami l ies who camped out behind

the  b i ' l l boards ,  and we 'd  take  them out  food and grocer ies  and th ' ings  and

f ix them up and get them on their  way. But none of  these people were

looking to come to El  Paso. They were on their  way elsewhere.

Dur ing the Roosevel t  era,  d id El  Paso have much to do with ! ' lPA or other

government agencies of  the t ime?

Not as much perhaps as other cornmunit ies did,  and jn some ways, not as

much as  we shou ld  have.  About  jn  the  mjdd le  o f  the  I , ' IPA bus iness ,  when

i t  was  b loomjng and booming,  we e lec teda mayo i  named Har lan  whouas h igh ly

contoversial ,  and there was a constant squabble between him and those who

favored most of  the parts of  the WPA program. The ci ty was putt ing up

cer ta in  par ts  o f  i t ,  you  know.  We d idn f t  have too  much o f  i t  compared

to  o ther  communi t ies .  So we never  rea1 ly  go t  in to ' i t  jn  a  rea l ' l y  b ig

way,  a l though we had i t .  One o f  the  b igges t  th ings  tha t  came out  o f  i t

was  the  pav ing  o f  Scen ic  Dr ive .  That ' s  about  the  one th ing  tha t  every -

body can remember and think about.  School  fences were bui l t  and other

th ings .  Bu t  aga ' in ,  ' i t  d idn ' t  become a  b ig  bus iness .

t r .
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enterta i  nment?

The movie was a ter r i f ic  enter ta inment  feature in  th is  town.  l^ le  had

a lo t  o f  them; they p layed a b ig par t .  We were a town that  en ioyed the

theatre,  and we had many f ine shows--even s ince the turn of  the century.

You  see ,  j t  was  a  l ong  hop  f rom Los  Ange les  and  the  Pac i f i c  coas t  t o  t he

Eas t  Coas t  and  the  Gu l f  Coas t ;  and  we  had  a  ve ry  f i ne  ope ra  house  he re ,

the Texas Grand.  The t roupes would book a s top-over  here,  and we had

the greatest  shows on ear th here in  b ' ig  bunches--and i  mean opera s tars

o f  g rea t  s ta tu re .  So  we  had  a  l o t  o f  t ha t  en te r ta inmen t ,  and  we  used  to

en joy  baseba l l  qu i te  a  b i t .  Bu t  i n  t ha t  pe r iod  o f  t ime  the  g rea tes t  en -

ter ta inment  features we had were the movies and the theatre.

They fo' l  I  owed the mov j es ardentl y .

Yeah ,  boy l

l^ lho was your  favor i te  movie s tar t ,  Chr is?

F:  0h ,  gosh ,  I  don ' t  know.  I  was  very  f i ck le .  0h ,  yeah ,  the re  were  a  lo t

o f  them.  We had these ser ia ls ,  you  know;  they 'd  go  on  fo r  weeks .  No,

I  don ' t  know i f  I  had  any  par t i cu la r  mov ie  s ta r .  I  l i ked  the  two Bar ry -
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more brothers--pret ty robust characters"

Did many of  the stars come here? Djd they make many vis i ts?

0h ,  yes  l

D id  they  cause qu i te  a  tu rmoi l  when they  ar r i ved?

Wel ln  no .  There  wasn ' t  as  much  hoop- la  then  as  the re  was  a  l i t t l e  la te r

on- - the  squea l ing  youngsters  and the  teenagers .  The theat r i ca l  peop le

were  t rea ted  w i th  respec t ,  and there  wasn ' t  too  much o f  tha t .  In  fac t ,

they k ind of  held themselves aloof in a sense. For the two or three years

that I  worked down at  the Texas Grand Threatre as a stage hand on Satur-

days and Sundays, when these bigger shows would come in,  I  remember many
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of  them:  Ga l l i -Curce ,  Pav lova ,  and  the  o ther  l i gh t  opera  peop le .  Bu t

they  never  ming led  w i th  the  loca l  gent ry .  There  was the  grea t  Scot t i sh

comedian ,  S i r  Har ry  Lauder ,  and o f  course  o thers  tha t  wou ld  come a1ong.

And some peop le  looked upon peop le  o f  the  s tage as  no t  qu i te  exac t ly

someone tha t  you 'd  want  to  have in  your  home,  wh ich  wasn ' t  r igh t  a1 l

together;  but  of  course you did have your picky and choosey people.  But

I  don ' t  th ink  tha t  the  per fo rmers  wanted  to .have too  much to  do  w i th  us ,

ei ther.  Evelyn Edward Shaw came to town. You know, she came to be qui te

a star af ter  that  shoot-up in New York,  when Harry Shaw shot up Stanford

White.  And, oh boy, when she came to town there was a lot  of  emot ion.

"0h, why did they let  that  woman come to town?" But they had about four

shows and you cou ldn ' t  ge t  in  there  w i th  a  f i sh  hook l

D id  you meet  here ,  Chr is?

0h ,  su re .

What were your impress' ions of  hen?

t , , l e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l1  you .  I  he lped  fas ten  up  her  co rse t  s t r ings l  (Laugh te r )

How do you l j ke  tha t?  I  was  go ing  a long there  in  back  o f  the  s tage when

the  s ta r ' s  door  opened and she sa id ,  "Come here  young man.  Ho is t  on

these s t r ings ,  w i l l  you?"  I  c ' inched them up and t ied  them up and away

she went .

D id  she s t r i ke  you as  a  p re t ty  n ice  f rau? When I  say  "n ice"  I  mean some-

one who is comfortable to be around.

No,  she was a  very  mature ,  wor ld ly  sou lo  I  wou ld  imag ine .  You never  th ink

about  those th ings  on  the  s tage.  From a  persona l  s tandpo in t  i t  was  ius t

another  wor ld .  Pav lova ,  tha t  poor  ga1,  her  show wou ld  ge t  here  jn  the

morn jng  and she wou ld  dance a l l  day  long,  p rac t ic ing ,  so  tha t  a t  n igh t

when she was on  s tage she was " thegreat  Pav lova . "  And tha t ' s  the  on ly

M:

F .



FOX

way she would have i t .  The others,  they were ar t is ts ,  they were per-

fect ion is ts ;  they loved the i r  work and they gave the publ ic  a  run for

the i r  money - -neve r  ch i s led  down ,  d idn ' t  cu t  a  scene  sho r t ,  neve r  d id

anyth ' ing 
' l ike 

that .  Every t ime they put  on a show, i t  was the best  they

had to of fer .

Just  for  personal  in terest ,  when you went  to  see Pavlova,  how much would

you pay for  a  t icket?

Gee,  I  don ' t  know,  I  never  bought  one.  I  a ' lways worked at  the theatre.

0h,  one more th ing.  Dur ing that  emergence peniod of  the movies when we

were  coming  i n to  the  b jg  me lod ramas ,  t he  b ' i g  p resen ta t j ons ,  t he  one  tha t

came here  and p ' layed fo r  a  who le ,  so l id  week was The B i r th  o f  a  Nat ion .

That  was t remendous,  and i t  had a  lo t  o f  s tage props  to  go  w i th  i t .

How did they use stage props?

We11, rar ien t rywould be showing a scene, let 's  say i t  was a batt le scene ( t f rat

was be fore  sound) ,  they !d  have an  orches t ra  back  there  w i th  no th ing  bu t

drums and bug les ,  and away they  wou ld  go .  R i f le  shots  and p is to l  sho ts

wou ld  po l i sh  i t  up .  0 f  course ,  la te r  on ,  sound took  care  o f  tha t .

I ' ve  seen  The  B i r th  o f  a  Na t ion ,  bu t  I ' ve  never  seen  tha t .

Speak ing  o f  mov ies ,  p re-and-pos t  sound t imes,  as  soon as  they  go t  the  go

for  sound mov ies ,  d  lo t  o f  these peop le  were  w iped ou t  o f  the  mov ie  bus j -

ness- -no t  because o f  them lack ing  ab i l i t y  to  ac t ,  bu t  the i r  vo ices  weren ' t

any  good.  Yourd  see a  grea t ,  b ig ,  robus t  s lug-em-out -and-knock-em-down

charac te r  and  he 'd  have  a  l ' i t t l e ,  h ' i gh ,  p ' i p -squeak  vo ice .  He 'd  ru in ' i t

fo r  everybody.  You 'd  expec t  h im to  have a  vo ice  l i ke  a  bu11f rog .  So tha t

had  a  lo t  to  do  w i th  i t .

H :  Wel l ,  we ' re  go ing  up  to  Wor ld  l , . la r  I I  now.  How d id  E l  Paso reac t  to  Wor ld

l , r la r  I I?  i  imag ine  tha t  i t  was  as  shocked as  anyp lace  e lse  in  the  count ry .
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I t  rea l l y  knocked us  back  on  our  hee ls .  But  you  see,  we were  a lways  much

c loser  the  the  mi l i ta ry  s ' ide  o f  our  na t iona l  l i fe ,  because E l  Paso and

the  mi l i ta ry  ming led- -more  so  than most  communi t ies  in  the  na t ion .  0 f

course  the  so ld ie r  o f  tha t  t ime,  the  en l i s ted  man '  was  a  p ro fess iona l  so l -

d ie r ,  and he  s tayed pre t ty  much to  h imse l f .  Bu t  the  o f f i cer  corps  a lways

ming led  in  E l  Paso.  They  were  par t  o f  our  soc ja l  l i fe ,  and they  made

the i r  con t r jbu t ions  too  in  many o ther  ways .  So we were  a lways  k jnd  o f

c lose  to  wha t  th ings  were  go ing  on .  We weren ' t  i us t  l i v ing  in  an iso la t -

ed  p ' lace ,  500 mi les  f rom any  mi l ' i ta ry  jns ta l la t ' ion .  l ^ le  were  k jnd  o f  . . .

I  don ' t  want  to  say ,  " In  the  know,"  bu t  these th ings  were  c loser  to  us .

Pear l  Harbor? We knew things were t ' ight  and rugged around the wor ld,  but

we never expedted that.  But we went r ight  to i t ,  and the town came through

in good sty1e. We had a group of  women, not too many of  them' headed up

by Mrs.  W.K. Ramsey. The draf t  boards were in the Chamber of  Commerce

Bui ld ing,  and I  was a member of  the Chamber of  Commerce then. Sometimes

three t imes a week, the women would be down there at  f ive o 'c lock in the

morn ing ,  ge t t ' i ng  the  co f fee  go ing ,  and the  doughnuts  go in9 .  The dra f tees

wou ld  come in  to  ge t  the i r  papers  o r  one th ing  or  another ,  and the  lad ies

wou ld  g ' i ve  them a  cup o f  co f fee ,  g ive  them some doughnuts .  01d Joe Evans,

b less  h is  hear t ,  he  was the  head o f  the  Gjdeon B ib le  dea l ,  and he  wou ld

g ive  them a l l  a  b ib le .  I  wou ld  g ' i ve  them a  l i t te  share  o f  yak-yak ,  and

the  o thers  wou ld  a lso .  But  tha t  g roup,  I  guess  fo r  four  years ,  as ' long

as the War Was on, they were down there every morning. I  mean, others

were  do ing  grea t  th ings ,  too ,  bu t  tha t ' i s  ius t  one tha t  s tands  ou t  in  my

mind .

H:  D id  war t ime  E l  Paso  have  any th ing  tha t  was  s t r i k i ng l y  d j f f e ren t ,  pe rhaps ,

than any other  war  c i ty? I 'm sure the women were work ing.
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F : 0h,  yes ,  the  usua l  run -o f - the -mi l l  o f  tha t .  No ,  I  can ' t  say  tha t  we  d id

anything outstandingly di f ferent than any other community.  As I  say,

aga in ,  we  were  c lose  to  the  m i l i t a ry ;  the  so ld ie r  l j f e ,  the  m i l i t a ry  l i f e ,

was in te rwoven w i th  ours .  So we jus t  k ind  o f  took  i t  in  s t r ide ,  on ly  we

stepped up  the  pace a  b i t .

How about  the  mi l i ta ry?  D id  i t  rea l l y  expand dur ing  the  war  years?

0h ,  I ' l l  say  i t  d id .  You  see ,  p r io r  to  Wor ld  War  I I ,  For t  B l i ss  was  a

cava l ry  pos t .  Pr jo r  to  Wor ld  l , la r  I ,  i t  was  rea11y an  in fan t ry  pos t .

Bu t  a long  ear l y  in  the  warn  
. |940  

o r '4 . | ,  th i s  an t i -a i r c ra f t  a r t i l l e ry  was

coming in to  the  p ic tu re ,  so  they  moved in  w j th  fo rce ;  and o f  course  the

horses were thereo the cavalry was there.  And in 1942, the word came out

to get r id of  those horses and get on foot,  and they were an infantry

out f i t .  They  cou ldn ' t  qu ' i te  go  fo r  be ing  ca l led  in fan t rymen,  so  what

they  sa id  was "d ismounted cava1ry . "  They  went  to  the  Pac i f i c ,  then the

ant i -a j rc ra f t  a r t i l ' l e ry  expanded and ba l looned ou t  and there  was a  lo t  o f

t ra jn ing  ac t iv i t y  go ing  on  here ;  and j t  was  qu i te  a  go .  0 f  course ,  another

grea t  impact  on  us  was the  t ranscont inenta l  movement  o f  m j l i ta ry ,  by  ra i1 ,

through here.  Airplanes were of  no great consequence then for t ransport-

ing  peop le .  But  our  Un ion  Sta t ion  was a  busy  p1ace.  We had women fo lk

down there ,  tak ing  care  o f  those th ' ings .  I t  was  jus t  a  g rea t  b ig  ba l l  o f

f i re,  I  mean to te l ' l  you. The big prob' lem was to t ry and keep the young

rec ru j t ,  the  young  so ld ie r ,  f rom exp lo r ing  the  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  Judrez .

And that was a chore

Did they t ighten up the border because of  that?

At  d i f fe ren t  t imes,  they  sporad ' i ca11y  wou ld .  They 'd  dec la re  Judrez  o f f

l im ' i t s  to  ge t  th ings  k ind  o f  s t ra igh tened ou t .  Bu t  our  1 i fe ,  to  a  g rea t

ex ten t ,  was  main ta ined normal .

M:
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When I  came in  he re  i n  1948 ,  w i th  the  A i r  Fo rce ,  as  I  reca l l  by  e leven

o ' c lock  a t  n igh t  we  had  to  back .  I f  t hey  caugh t  you  i n  Jud rez  a f te r

e leven ,  you  m igh t  as  we l ' l  d ' i g  a  ho le  and  bu ry  you rse l f l  We  d id  no t

spend  the  n igh t  i n  Jud rez .

You ' ve  go t  t o  remember ,  t he re  was  a  g rea t  German  in f l uence  i n  M6x ico ,  and

tha t  requ i red  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  s t rong -s t y ' l e  j n te l l i gence  su rve ' i l l ance  o f

th i  ngs  .

H :  A f te r  t he  war ,  d id  E l  Paso  immed ia te l y  sh j f t  back  to  the  no rma l  pace?

Did you go wi th  the other  war  boom?

Af te r  Wor ld  War  I I ,  we had a  te r r ib le  le tdown in  a l1  phases  o f  our  bus iness

for  about  th ree  or  four  years  there .  I t  was  pre t ty  tough.  Fo l low ing  Wor ld

War  I I ,  we had been beh ind  on  our  hous ing  bus iness  qu i te  a  b i t .  0 f  course ,

the  war  s lowed i t  down and there  was a  te r r i f i c  back log  o f  cons t ruc t ' ion ;

and ' i t  j us t  s ta r ted  o f f ,  j e t  p rope l led ,  and  i t ' s  s t j l l  go ' ing  on .  Our  economy

expanded,  d i f fe ren t  th inqs  came in to  our  l i ves ;  the  c lo th inq  bus iness  among

them.  0 f  course ,  the  grea t  sho t  jn  the  arm was jus t  be fore  Wor ld  War  I I ,
. |928 

through 1930, when the Standard 0i1 Company came here,  and later on the

Ph leps  Dodge Copper  Ref inery ;  and then E l  Paso Natura l  Gas,  the  expans ion

o f  ra i l road  ac t i v i t y ,  a j r l j ne  ac t i v i t y .  And  be ing  a t  the  c ross roads  o f

America,  we benef i t ted f rom al l  of  that .  But in more recent years we have

s tab i l i zed  our  jndus t r ja l  aspec ts  and tha t ' s  the  way i t  i s  today .  What

we los t  in  te r r i to r ja l  t rade because o f  our  ne ighbors  g rowing  up  in  these

smal le r  communi t jes ,  we made up in  o ther  th ings .

In  
. l950 ,  

E l  Paso had a  county  centenn ' ia l .  Can you te l l  me any th ing  ou t -

s tand ing  about  i t?

0h ,  i t  was  a  n ice  a f fa i r .  I t  d idn r t  tea r  th ings  apar t  ve ry  much .  I t  was

amodesta f fa i r ,  and I  know tha t  severa l  peop le  d id  an  awfu l  lo t  o f  work  on
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i t .  Bu t  I  canr t  remember  any th ing  hero ic  about  i t .

I  remember a stagecoach coming through town.

Yeah,  th ings  such as  tha t .  I t  s ta r ted  down in  the  county  here .  I twasn ' t

perhaps  what  i t  shou ld  have been,  and i t  cer ta ' in1y  isn ' t  what  you a ' l l  a re

go ing  to  p roduce nex t  year .  (Laughter )

How d id  the  c i ty  invo lce  i t se l f?  D id  i t  ge t  mass  par t i c ipa t ion? D id  we

invo lved everybody or  d id  we soph is t i ca te  ourse lves?

No,  i t  was  hand led  on  an  amateur  bas is ,  in  an  overa l ]  way .  I t  was  a  modest

th ing ,  as  I  remember .  The b igges t  th ing  tha t  took  p lace  was tha t  barbeque

and pi tch out across f rom where the El  Paso Nat ional  is  today. But we had

a barbeque, and f inal ly the wagon came to town, and i t  started out down

the road. They did produce a very f ine brochure,wh' ich jnvolved a great

anpunt of  ef for t .  But i t  was a very modest deal .

Okay, now we're coming to more recent t jmes. We could go into the Korean

conf l i c t ,  bu t  I  th ink  E l  Paso reac ted  to  tha t  much as  they  dr 'd  to  any  o ther

o f  the  conf l i c ts .  What  about  peacet ime E l  Paso,  dur ing  the  per iod  a f te r

the  Korean conf l i c t  in  the '50s? D id  the  boom keep go ing? D id  we have

any power fu l  peop le  tha t  rea11y  car r ied  i t  th rough?

Fo l low ing  l r , lo r ld  War  I I ,  we had a  number  o f  ou ts tand ing  mayors .  The i r  ad-

min is t ra t ions  had gu idance and ded ica t ion .  They  were  na t ives  o f  th ' i s  a rea

and they  looked upon i t  as  a  cha l lenge.  They  d id  a  te r r j f i c  job .  Every -

body  to  h ' i s  ownn o f  course ,  as  to  wh jch  one was the  bes t ;  bu t  we ' re  fo r -

tunate  in  tha t .  Then we had ( I  shou ldn ' t  say  th is ,  perhaps)  a  dynam' ic

Chamber of  Commerce in th is respect-- they weren' t  afraid of  any problems

that  a rose .  They  looked upon the i r  job  as  be jng  tha t  o f  a  keeper  o f  th ings ,

and they  weren ' t  a f ra ' id  to  ge t  in to  an  a l te rca t ion  or  a  cont roversy ' i f  they

thought  i t  a f fec ted  the  pub l ic  Aood,  They  d id  a  g rea t  job ,  a  lo t  o f  those
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men o f  tha t  day  and t ime.  So i t  was  ius t  a  cont inuance o f  th ings .  But

today--now, let  me digress here a moment.  This seems to be the t jme of

"Me. "  Everybody 's  so  busy  w i th  so  many th ings ,  the i r  t ime is  too  d ivers i -

f i ed ,  they ' re  sp l i t  up  in  the i r  i n te res ts  and  the i r  ac t i v i t i es  and  the i r

devot ion ,  so  tha t  i t ' s  k ind  o f  hard  to  ge t  them together .  That ' s  the  rea-

son I 'm look ing  fo rward  to  the  un i fy ing  ' in f luence tha t  I  th ink  i s  go ' ing

to  come out  o f  th is  l00 th  ann iversary  ce lebra t ion  o f  E l  Paso.  I t ' s  go ing

to  make us  count  our  b less ings ,  g ive  us  hor izons  to  look  a t ,  to  see where

we 've  been and where  we ' re  go ing  to  go .  l , le  have a  te r r j f j c  her i tage tha t

was pu t  together  by  g rea t  peop le .  They  made many sacr i f i ces ,  too .  So i t ' s

jus t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  nex t  hundred years .

The las t  6e f tmsr i t I  have is  a  compar ison.  Jus t  our  o f  personaf  in te res t ,

i f  you  had to  p ick ,  what  wou ld  be  E l  Paso 's  b igges t  boon and E l  Paso 's

b igges t  p rob lem?

Wel l ,  i t ' s  k ind  o f  ha rd  to  ana lyze ;  some peop le  won ' t  ag ree  w i th  me.  I

th ink  E l  Paso 's  b igges t  boon  i s  our  loca t ion .  I ' ve  a lways  sa ' id  tha t .

I t ' s  l oca t ion  i s  one  o f  ou r  ou ts tand ing  asse ts .  0 thers  wou ld  say  tha t  i t ' s

the  c l imate ,  o thers  wou ld  say  tha t ' i t ' s  th i s ,  tha t ,  o r  the  o ther .  Bu t  i f

we weren ' t  where  we are- -and th is  goes  r igh t  back  to  o1d go ld  rush  days

tha t  you  ta lked  about - - ' i f  we weren ' t  here  a t  th is  pass  o f  the  nor th ,  i f  we

weren ' t  820 mi les  f rom Los  Ange les ,  i f  we weren ' t  8 . |2  mi les  f rom Houston ,

i f  we weren ' t  1240 mi les  f rom New 0r leans ,  and i f  we weren ' t  
. |230  

mj les

f rom San Frans fsco  and so  on ,  and tha t  fa r  f rom Denver  and Kansas  C i ty . . .

Our  loca t ion  has  been a  grea t  boon to  us ,  a  g rea t  las t ing  boon,  and I  th ink

j t  w i l l  so  cont inue.  A l l  r igh t ,  we ' re  sur rounded by  a  lo t  o f  hungry  coun-

t ry ,  I ' l l  g ran t  you  tha t .  Bu t ,  s t j l l ,  i n  t ime ,  tha t  w i l l  deve lop  and  be

produc t " i ve  and be  a  par t  o f  our  own.  0 f  course ,  o thers  w i l l  say  tha t  our
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greates t  asse t  i s  our  peop le .  We ' I1 ,  o f  course !  But  peop ' le  can ' t  do  some-

th ing  w i thou t  a  p lace  to  do  i t  j n ,  and  th is  p lace  fs  wh f t t l ed  ou t  o f  a

l i t t l e  oas is  in  the  deser t ,  be l ieve  me.  Now,  de t r iment  o r  hand icap?  The

b igges t  one as  I  see  i t  i s  tha t  today  our  deve lopment  has  been a  l i t t le

lagg ing .  You know,  the  d i f fe rence be tween f i rs t  and second c lass  is  about

as  th ick  as  a  pos tage s tamp--a  burn ing  urge  to  go  f j rs t  c lass .  You see,

when you have the desire to go that way, you drag everything up with you,

you pu l l  i t  a l l  up .  There 's  a  lo t  o f  th ings  tha t  we to le ra te  today  and

accept  as  a  way o f  l i fe ,  wh ich  doesnr t  have to  be .  S t rangers  come here ,

v is i to rs  come heren and the  b igges t  th ing  tha t  they  damn us  about  i s  tha t

they  say  tha t  our  town isn ! t  very  c lean.  I 'm no t  ta lk ing  about  mora l l y

c lean ,  I 'm  ta lk jng  abou t  phys ' i ca11y  c1ean .  So ,  I  th ink  our  b igges t  hand j -

cap  r igh t  now i s  tha t  we  have  a  lo t  o f  peop le  l i v ing  o f f  E1  Paso  and  we ' re

shor t  on  those who are  l i v ing  fo r  E l  Paso.  l , le ' re  r igh t  there  in  a  t igh t

cramp. And I  donrt  expect everybody to go around carry ing a sack on their

back ,  o r  do ing  th is ,  tha t  and  the  o ther ;  bu t  we ' re  in  tha t  t i gh t  p lace .

But  the  fu tu re  o f  th ' i s  communi ty ' i s  abso lu te ' l y  what  we want  to  make i t .

We ' re  r igh t  here  ' in  a  s t ra teg ic  loca t jon  and the  sky 's  the  I  im i t  in  many

respec ts .  0h ,  sure ,  peop le  say ,  "You don ' t  have enough water . "  There 's

no community in the Uni ted States that has enough water,  but  we have ample

supp l ies  fo r  the  fo rseeab le  fu tu re ,  to  take  care  o f  any th ing  bu t  heavy  in -

dus t ry .  So I  th jnk  i t ' s  a  g rea t  day ,  and I 'm look ing  fo rward  to  th is  re -

count ing  o f  the  pas t  hundred years  because i t ' s  go ing  to  show a  lo t  o f

people that  there were many great people then.

You were  ta lk jng  about  the  d i f fe rence be tween f i rs t  c lass  and second c lass .

How wou ld  you grade E l  Pasors  p r ide  r igh t  now? I f  I  were  wr i t jng  a  show,

where  wou ld  I  a t tack  to  approach a  po in t  o f  mak ing  pr fde? The prob lem I
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see i s  th j s - - le t  me g ive  a  l i t t l e  background  to  i t .  For  jns tance ,  s ince

I 'm here  un t i l  Juneo j t  i s  my iob  to  become an E l  Pasoan,  i t  i s  my job  to

be proud o f  E l  Pason and i t  i s  my job  to  learn  to  love  E l  Paso.  There  is

no other way that I  can take my iob.  But when you are ta lk ing about

f j rs t  c lass  and second c lass ,  you  have a  t rans ien t  e lement  because o f  the

fort  and everything; they have no reason to be proud of  El  Paso. So I 'm

ask ing  you,  how do you grade the  pr ide  in  E l  Paso? Do you th ink  most  o f  the

peop le  a re  p roud o f  i t?  I f  no t ,  how do you th ink  we can approach i t?

F :  I 'm  so  g lad  you  b rough t  tha t  up .  Tha t ' s  the  reason  tha t  I ' ve  been  so  in -

te res ted  in  the  l00 th  ann iversary .  I  don ' t  know o f  any  one th ing  tha t

we cou ld  be  do ing  now tha t  wou ld  g ive  peop le  a  g rea ter  p r ide  in  the i r

comrnuni ty and chal lenge them for the days and years ahead--great prob' lems

and a l l  o f  tha t .  The  peop le  say ,  "Tha t ' s  f i ne ,  bu t  we  had  no  par t  o f  i t . "

But those people of  that  day and t ' ime set the stage for us to be here to-

day. Now, are we as good, ane we as dedicated, are we as capable? Are

we w ' i1 ' l ing  , to  make the  necessary  sacr i f i ces?  Are  we w j l l i ng  to  pu t  back

in  th is  p" lace  some o f  what  we 've  been tak ing  ou t  o f  i t  fo r  a l l  these years?

I t ' s  there- -and I  th ink  th ' i s  one w ' i l l  acqua in t  peop le  w i th  i t s  h is to ryn

wi th  i t s  h is to r i ca l  a r t i f ac ts .  I  th ink  tha t  i t  w i l l  be  g rea t .  Now,  le t

me te l l  you  more ;  le t  me exp la ' in  one more  th ' ing .  I  have found tha t  in

the  las t  ten  years  more  peop le  a re  in te res ted  in  the  h is to r ica l  aspec ts

of our community than any other per iod that I  can remember.  Why is j t?

Who are those people? They are the newcomers,  the relat ive newcomers.

They want to know why th ' is  and why that.  They're intensely interested.

And i f  you  ge t  them t ied  in  w i th  the  l i fe  and the  th jnk ing ,  and the  warp

and the woof of  the town, pret ty soon they iust  want to have a part  in

that town of  tomorrow. And through them, good things w' i ' |1 come. So that 's
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my one th ing .  I  th ink  th rough th is  ann iversary  dea l  good th ings  w i l l

come;  bu t  i t  m igh t  be  a  l i t t le  tough go ing  to  ge t  i f  o f f  the  ground.

Here  Leon can te ' !1  you about  our  h is to r ica l  soc ie ty  w i th  the  grea t  work

tha t  hers  been do ing  dur ing  the . las t  year  and a  ha l f  o f  h is  two-year

term. The thing has mounted" l^ le have people at tending the meet ings now

' that  neyer have at tended them before.  Because the programs are good?

0f course, But they st i l l  want to know why, how what was, and why i t

i s  here  today"  What  happened then? Gee,  i t ' s  te r r i f i c ,  And you 've

got  a  chance too ,  k id .  A  good boot  in  the  pants"

M:  What  do  you see as  the  fu tu re  o f  E l  Paso,  Chr is?  l ^ le ' re  coming to  our

l00 th  year .  What  do  you th ink  E l  Paso is  $o ing  to  be  l i ke  in  2072?

F:  0 f  course ,  ther re 's  so  many th ings  tha t  a f fec t  the  communi ty  tha t  i t  has

no cont ro l  over ,  w i th  the  inc reas ing  par t  tha t  Wash ing ton  p lays  in  the

l i fe .  E l  Paso ,  i f  i t ' s  p roper l y  hand led  in  the  nex t  cen tu ry - - l  can ' t

p ro jec t  a  century ,  bu t  w i th in  the  nex t  th i r ty ,  fo r ty ,  f i f t y  years ,  i t ' 1 . |

se t t le  down and ge t  tha t  des i re  to  go  f i rs t  c lass .  And i t  w ' i l l  become

a c i ty  o f  des t iny ,  in  a  sense,  But  every th ing  i t  does  is  go ing  to  be

someth ing  tha t  i s  go ing  to  ca l l  fo r  na t iona l  a t ten t ion .  I t ' s  go ing  to

do  th ings  a  l j t t l e  b i t  be t te r ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  take  fu l l  advan tage  o f  a1 ' l

the  po ten t ia ls  tha t  we have here- -c l imate  and o therwfse- - to  ex to l  i t .  And

I  can ' t  see  any th ing  bu t  a  good  p ic tu re .  Now,  I  don ' t  see  any  mi l l j on

peop le  here ' in  ano ther  ten  years ,  I  don ' t  see  any th ing  f i ke  tha t  a t  a l l

In  fac t "  I  hope there  jsn ' t ,  because we are  no t  ready  as  a  communi ty ,

e i the r  in  our  th jnk ing  o r  our  resources ,  to  ass ' im i la te  a  m i l l i on  peop le

and support  them and have a great community.  l l le just  couldn' t  stand

tha t .  We haven ' t  go t  what  i t  takes ,  in  o ther  words .  to  do  i t  ye t .  t ^ le

have a  lo t  o f  peop le  who are  h i t t ' i ng  a  b low here  in  town.  Th is  one 's

7?.
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in te res ted  in  th is ,  th is  oneb in te res ted  in  tha t ;  bu t  werve  go t  to  have

i t  un i f i ed .  And  th is  ann jve rsary ' i s  go ing  to  do  i t "  What  do  you  th ink?

Actua l ' l y ,  I  wou ldn ' t  want  to  see a  mi l l ion  peop le  here  e ' i ther .  My God,

the  townrs  ge t t ing  so  b ig  now tha t  one canr t  ge t  f rom one end to  the

other .  I 'm no t  concerned about  the  water ,  and I rm not  concerned about

the resources. I 'm simply concerned t f rer t  there are people who do not

regard  E l  Paso as  a  town o f  des t iny"  They  rea l l y  donr t  th ink  o f  i t  in

one way or another.

No ,  each  day  i s  a  day  un to  the i r  l i f e ,  and  tha t ' s  i t .  Bu t  I  be l ' i eve

tha t  i f  we!ne  smar t ,  and I  g ive  us  c red i t  fo r  be ' ing  smar tn  ou t  o f  th is

centenn ia l  dea l  fa r  more  good benef i t s  w i l l  come than we imag ine  today .

I  can l t  see  ' i t  any  o ther  way.  That ls  the  reason why I ' ve  a lways  been

in te res ted  jn  i t .  0kay ,  you  can see th ings  around here- - the  C iv ic  Center

and the  o ther  p rob lems tha t  we have had,  perhaps  l i ke  the  s tad ium and

other  th ings .  But  i t  i s  the  way we hand le  them.  And,  you know,  you

l i ke  to  be  a l l  th ings  to  a l l  men,  bu t  there  comes a  t ime when the  govern-

ing  bod ies  o f  the  communi ty ,  i f  they  are  f i t  fo r  the  job ,  have jus t  go t

to  s tand above the  fear  o f  repr isa ls  a t  the  po l l s .  Da ley  is  a  good ex-

ample  o f  tha t  in  Ch icago.  I 'm no t  look ing  upon h im as  mayor ,  bu t  as  a

c i t i zen .  So  we 've  go t  our  good  c i t i zens  in  the  weeds .  They '11  come

forth ;  they'd better.

I  ag ree  
. l00% 

w i th  tha t  b i t  abou t  tak ing  p r ide  and  go ing  f i r s t  c lass .

I  say  tha t  th is  i s  what 's  go ing  wrong w i th  the  count ry  today .

Wel l ,  ton igh t  I 'm  go ing  to  meet  w i th  the  E l  Paso  I l l umina t ing  Soc ie ty .

I 'm  go ing  to  have  a  l i t t l e  v i s i t  w ' i th  them and  cha t  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  and

I 'm jus t  go ing  to  h ' i t  them ton igh t  abou t  go jng  f i r s t  c lass .  When you

s top  to  th ink  about  go ing  f i rs t  c lass ,  what  does  i t  mean? I t  jus t

F :
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means  t he  d i f f e rence ,  t ha t ' s  a l l . I  d i d n ' t  c o i n  t h a t  e x p p e s s i o n .  A n

o ld  county  c le rk  here  by  the  name o f  Greet  was  a  k ind  o f  versa t i le

charac ter  i f  there  ever  was one;  qu i te  someth ing ,  too"  He a lways

sa id  tha t  the  d i f fe rence be tween go ing  f i rs t  c lass  and go ing  second

c lass  was  the  th jckness  o f  a  pos tage  s tamp.  There 's  jus t  a  l i t t l e

b i t  o f  d i f fe rence in  there ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  b ig  d ' i f fe rence.

M:  I  guess  tha t  w i l l  do  i t ,  Chr i s .  We 've  touched  a  lo t  on  the  m i l i t a ry ,

bu t  I 'd  J ike  to  do  a  tape jus t  on  the  miJ i ta ry ,  I  know tha t  you  were

a  c iv r ' l i an  a jd  fo r  the  Army fo r  a  long  t ime,  I rd  wan t  to  ta l k  on  th is ,

bu t  I rd  l i ke  to  ta lk  about  every th ing  tha t  you  d id  fo r  the  Army,  every -

th ing  tha t  you  were  connected  w i th"  Th ink  about  i t  fo r  a  week.
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f ln terv iew #4 wi th  Chr is  P.  Fox by Leon C.  Metz on September 26,  1972.J

What 's  the  f i rs t  th ing  tha t  you

wou'ld have been down by the ol d

No, that  was before I  was born.

to  the  p lace  on  Lenor ia  Mesa in

What is you f i rst  memory of  Ft .

reca l l  about  F t .  B l ' i ss?  I  guess  i t

Har t ' s  M i l l . s i te .

They moved the Hart's l ' l i  1 I over

1893,  and i t ' s  been there  ever  s ince .

B ' l  i  ss?  A bu i  l  d i  ng ,  a  person,  an

event?

My f i rst  memory of  Ft .  Bl iss is escort ing my mother out on the street-

car  to  the  end o f  the  F t .  B l i ss  s t ree tcar ' l i ne i  she  and another  lady ,

My father and the other person's husband were out of  town. I  escorted

them to the annual  char i ty bal l ,  which was held on the top deck of  one

of the big barracks there.  They rooted al l  the poor soldier boys out

of  there and they festooned the place and turned i t ' into a gala

gather ing  spot .  And a l l  o f  the  town 's  love l ies  as  we l l  as  some o f

the great and near great were assembled, wi th an Afmt band fur-

n ish ing  the  mus ic  to  sw ing  the  l igh t  fan tas t ic  and dr ink  punch on  be-

hal f  of  dear o ' ld char i ty.  Then, when the thing was over and I  was

thoroughly boredn why, they got back and put us into those big hacks

and car r ied  us  back  to  the  end o f  the  s t ree tcar  l ine .  A  lo t  o f  peop le ,

those on  the  a f f luen t  s ide ,  had the i r  own car r iages ,  and I  th ink  a

few popped out there in their  automobi les-- the more adventurous ones.

The whole town must have turned out.

0h, yest  but there wasn' t  too many to turn out,  then. But they were

there.

Three or four hundred, maybe?

0h yeah, there were that many. And they had the p ' lace a1l  spot less

and cleaned upr you know. I  don' t  know where the poor so' ld ier  boys

F:
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slept that  n ight.  Let 's see, who would have been the commaRtfer out

there  a long about  tha t  t ime? lJe l l ,  I  wou ld  say  i t  wou ld  have been

Co' lonel  Hoyt;  that  would have been about 1906 or 
. |907. 

Colonel  R.

Hoyt.

What did they do with you youngsters then, whi le old fo lks were dancing?

0h,  no t  too  much.  That  was jus t  i t ;  jus t  s i t  a round and ta ' l k  was  a ' l l

we  d id .  That  was  my f i rs t  reco l lec t ion  o f  F t .  B l i ss .  And i t  was  a

long  wa lk .

What 's  your  f i rs t  reco l lec t ion  o f  the  mi l i ta ry  here?  Not  a t  the  pos t ,

but here in town?

The f i rst  recol lect ion of  any consequence was in 1909, dur ing the Taft-

D iaz  ce lebra t ion ,  on  October  15 th  o r  16 th .  They  tu rned ou t  a l l  the

garr ison, and they brought in several  t roop trains fu l1 0f  soldier boys

with their horses from down at Ft. Sail i Houston. They l ined the dow[-

town streets:  South El  Paso Street to the r iver,  around the Plaza,

and everywhere else;  San Francisco Street down as far as the Chamber of

Commerce, just boot-to-boot. There were soldiers everywhere. They

were only here for  a day. They came in dur ing the night preceeding the

ceremony and bivouacked somewhere close by,  up there in C' leveland Square

Park,  I  bel ieve, many of  them. And of  course, they had the faci l i t ies at

F t .  B l i ss .  They  came down and took  care  o f  a  lo t  o f  i t .  Then tha t  n igh t "

when the af fa i r  was over about midnight (when the big party was over in

Judrez)n why, the so]dier boys and the presidents al l  took of f .  President

Taf t  went  to  the  West  Coast "  I  be l ieve ,  and these fe l las  loaded up  and

went back home to Ft .  Sam Houston, t i red and sleepy, I  guess. So that 's

the f i rst  b ig th ing that I  remember.

You ment ioned F t .  Sam Houston ;  there  jus t  weren ' t  enough so ld ie rs  here?

l^l.
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That 's r ight .  There weren' t  enough of  them to furnish the secur i ty.  You see,

that was the f i rst  t ime in the history of  the Uni ted States,  as wel l  as

I t4exico,  that  a president had eves lef t  the boundar ies of  h is own "country whj le

in of f ice--Diaz coming to El  Paso and Taft  going over to Juarez.

0kay. As you know, Chr is,  a person can be proud of  b ig th ings that he

does, oFeVen l i t t le th ings that he does. You've done a lot  for  the Army

over the years.  What would you say vlas your most proud accompl ishment i

I 'm no t  necessar i l y  ask ing  you fo r  your ' la rges t  accompl ishmentn  bu t  your

most proud accompl ishment.  There might be several .  I f  there are,  go ahead

and touch on  a l l  o f  them.

I  guess  i t  was  the  job  o f  p lann ing  and execut ing  the  F t .  B l i ss  Centenn ia l .

That was in 
. |948. 

t^ lhat  do you mean when you say "planning and execut ing"?

Jus t  what  par t  d id  you have in  i t?

The who le  bus iness .

I t  was  a  c iv i l ian  under tak ing  then?

0h,  no ,  i t  was  a  jo in t  ven ture  w ' i th  the  Army,  F t .  B l i ss ,  Wash ing ton ,  and

the Chamber of  Commerce of  the c i ty of  E1 Paso. Since you asked me, I

p lanned the whole program from soup to nuts.

How did you get involved?

Wel], the Armed Forces Cornmittee of the Chamber of Commerce, with Mr. George

G. Matkin(now Chairman of  the Board of  the State Nat ional  Bank) and Mr.  Maury

Schwartz,  got  to th inking about something that would be good to show the Army

in  genera l ,  here  and e lsewhere ,  tha t  th is  was a  mi l i ta ry  town tha t  l i ked  and

appreciated the armed services of  our country,  part icular ly the Army, in th is

instance. We wanted to f rank' ly te l l  them about ourselves,  so that they would

hear about i t  up jn Washington, because there was a tendency then, you know,

to shut down mif i tary establ ishmentso and each congressman and senator was

F :
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l o l l i gagg ing  around,  t ry ing  to  la tch  on to  some t roops  o f  the i r  own.

So the  Centenn ia l  was  born  tha t  way ,  no t  se l f i sh ly .  What  b rought

about the t iming of  i t  was that we happened to not ice that  General

Order  No"  58 ,  wh ich  es tab l i shed  F t "  B l i ss ,  was  i ssued  in  i848 ,  and  we

just  went f rom there.  General  Homer was the cornmander at  Ft .  Bl iss;

I  would say that he cou' ld be looked upon as the founder of  the modern

day  F t .  B l i ss "  He  was  qu i te  a  guy .

How about  o ther  th ings  tha t  you f re  p roud o f?

t , le l l ,  the  o ther  th ing  was th is - -and aga ' in  I r11  br ing  Mr .  Scwar tz  in to

i t .  Maury  Schwar tz  was a  tower  o f  s t rength  w i th  tha t  F t .  B l i ss  Cen-

tennial .  He was the general  chairman and he was a great one. I^ le had

two o f  those  hous ing  th ings  a ' l ong  abou t  the  m jdd le  o f  the t50s  when

they  were  t ry ing  to  ge t  hous ing  es tab l i shed on  mi l i ta ry  reserva t ions ,

and they  were  mak ing  i t  poss ib le  th rough the  Wher ry  P lan .  Wel l ,  we had

to  pu t  up  a  tough ba t t le  because the  rea l  es ta te  peop ' le  in  E l  Paso,  house

bu j lders  and o thers ,  thought  tha t  a  permanent  bar racks  wou ld  jus t  empty

ou t  a  lo t  o f  houses  in  E l  Paso  i f  a  lo t  o f  them were  bu i l t  a t  F t .  B l i ss .

I  was  here  a t  the  bank  then and Ponder  was Mayor "  He rea l j zed  tha t  i f

we d ' idn ' t  have a  permanent  es tab l j shment  there  a t  F t "  B l i ss  w i th  p len ty

o f  permanent  hous ing  ( t roop as  we l l  as  o f f i cer  hous ing)  tha t  we wou ld  ge t

passed up  in 'Wash jng ton .  When you have a  lo t  o f  permanent  hous ing  o f  a l l

k inds  on  ins ta l la t ions ,  j t ' s  on ly  na tura l  tha t  the  command on the  top  s ide

p lus  the  congress iona l  conrmi t tees  w i l l  say ,  "Gee wh iz ,  we  can ' t  l e t  a l l  o f

tha t  go  to  waste . "  So the 've  go t  to  keep i t  occup ied .  About  tha t  t ime,

the  miss le  bus iness  was  bu i ld ing  up  and  we had  an  awfu l  l o t  o f  oppos i t i on .

There  were  some banks  in  th is  town opposed to  i t  and  we los t  a  lo t  o f  cus-

tomers  because o f  i t .  l l e  took  the  pos i t ion  tha t  tha t ' s  the  way i t  had to
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be for the future of  the town and the good of  the towl l r  and history has

proven tha t  we were  r igh t .  I t  was  a  1ong,  tough,  and hard  ba t t le ,  bu t  we

won out.  Eren t lnse who oposed us at  that  day and t ime real ized that they

were wrong. Then the other th ing that amounted to something was that

shor t l y  a f te r  Genera l  Homer  go t  here  in  about  
' |946 ,  

the  mi f i ta ry  wanted

to  ex tend the i r  ranges  up  in to  New l ' l ex ico  because o f  the  mjss le  bus iness

bu i ld ing  up ;  they  needed nore  area ,  There  was a  l i t t le  enc lave  where  l , lh i te

Sands was,  so  the  dea l  was  to  ge t  the  cor r idor  about  40  or  50  mi les  w ide

and about  
. l40  

m ' i les  long,  wh ich  wou ld  ex tend f rom Ft .  B l j ss  to  Car r izozo,

New l r lex ico .  That  job  was tu rned oyer  on  the  mi l i ta ry ts  s ide  to  Genera l

Homer.  l , le got good help in Texas from Ken Rehab. At General  Homer's re-

ques t ,  I  accompan ied  the  comm' i t tee ,  wh ich  was made up o f  h imse l f  and some

other  mi l i ta ry  peop le ,  p lus  the  U,S"  Army Corps  o f  Eng ineers ,  to  p res ide

at  meet ings  a t  A lamogordo,  Las  Cruces ,  Socor ro ,  and Car r izozo.  Be l ' ieve

me, those were tough meet ings" Every rancher that  had land where the pro-

posed miss i le  range was to  be  had ca t t le  there  w i th  g rass  up  to  the i r  s to -

machs.  The o i l  p rospec tors  knew tha t  in  the  nex t  week they  wou ld  b r ing  in

gushers.  The hard rock miner and the prospector who had been there for

yeans on the hungry s ' ide knew that his next st ick of  dynamite was going to

open a  b ig  ve in .  'They  fought  too th  and toena i l ,  bu t  we f ina l l y  go t  the  range.

They  came ou t  o f  i t  a l1  r igh t ,  many  o f  them sme l l i ng  l i ke  roses .  So  we go t

the  land and tha t  made poss ib le  the  t^ lh i te  Sands t ' l i ss i le  range o f  today .

ldhen and how d id  you ge t  invo lved w ' i th  the  mi l ' i ta rv?

As  sher i f f .

How was that?

I , l e l l ,  F t .  B l i ss  was  in  the  coun ty ,  under  the  ju r j sd jc t ion  o f  the  m i l i t a ry

fo rce  a t  F t .  B l i ss ,  p lus  the  Sher i f f ' s  Depar tment  o f  E l  Paso County .  The
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c i ty  l im i ts  d idn ' t  ex tend tha t  fa r ,  so  a ' l ' l  o f  the  many prob ' lems tha t  came

up in  a  day ,  na tu ra l l y  the  m i f i ta ry  wou ld  be  in  con tac t  w i th  the  sher i f f ' s

department,  through the Provost Marshal l  and later on through the command

and d i f fe ren t  th ings  ou t  there  tha t  b rought  us  ra ther  c lose  together .  That ' s

what  b rough t  on  the  in i t i a l  re la t ionsh ip .

Can you reca l l  the  f i rs t  conrn i t tee  tha t  you  ever  sa t  on  fo r  the  mi l i ta ry?

I  guess the f i rst  one was when we were try ing to get the housing, to get

the  land ca l led  Logan He igh ts  today .  As  the  war  bu i ldup came a long,  E l

Paso and the Chamber of  Commerce ( l  was not in i t  then) were desirous that

we rece ive  recogn i t ion  as  a  log ica l  p lace  to  t ra in  t roops .  [ . le  had a  pre t ty

good record  o f  i t ,  p receed ing  Wor ld  ln la r  I ,  bu t  the  mi l i ta ry  came back  w i th

the  p ropos i t i on  o f ,  "Yeah ,  tha t ' s  a l l  g rea t ,  bu t  you  don ' t  have  enough  land

out  there  to  do  bus iness . "  Now,  th is  o ther  p ropos i t ion  about  ge t t ing  the

miss ' i le  range was separa te  f rom th is - - th js  p receeded i t .  So  the  Chamber  o f

Commerce very wisely set  up a commit tee headed by none other than a very

f jne  c i t i zen  by  the  name o f  C l i f ton  G.  Whyburn .  He was in  the  jnsurance

bus ' iness  here  (and he  d ied  no t  too  long ago) .  I t  was  qu i te  a  ba t t le  ge t t ing

people to understand that we had to have that land for the future of  the

Army, the war ef for t ,  and the future of  El  Paso. I t  was Logan Heights and

some ad jacent  p roper ty .  The la rges t  par t  o f  i t  was  the  sec t ion  be long ing

to  the  Logan fami ly .  But  there  were  o ther  p roper t ies  and i t  was  qu i te  a

hass le ,  bu t  f ina l l y  i t  was  brought  about .  But  tha t  was  the  f j rs t  commi t tee

I  sa t  on .  i  was  sher i f f ,  too .

About what year?

I 'd say about I  940 or I  94. |  .

What was the funniest  th ing that ever happened between you and the mi l i tary?

One t ime a  very  hard-b i t ten  genera l  a t  F t "  B l i ss ,  who la te r  on  became a
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four  s ta r  genera l ,  was  very  p rominent  in  cer ta in  soc ia l  c i rc les  here- - the

count ry  c lub  group.  I  was  sher i f f  and I  had a  phone ca l l  one even ing  about

s ix  o 'c lock .  He sa id ,  "Fox?"  That  a lways  burned me up to  heaven,  to  have

anybody  ca l l  me "Fox . "  He  sa id r  "Fox ,  th i s  i s  Lear . "  "Yes ,  s i r . "  "You 've

go t  some migh ty  dumb peop le  work ing  fo r  you . "  I  sa id ,  "We l1 ,  I  guess  we a l l

have our  share ,  Genera l .  What 's  your  p rob lem?"  "One o f  your  men contends

that we ran through a red 1 ight  at  the corner of  the crossroads here and

he  gave  my d r i ve r  a  t i cke t . "  I  sa id ,  "Tha t ' s  rea l l y  too  bad . "  He  sa id ,

"We l l ,  wha t  a re  you  go ing  to  do  abou t  i t? "  "0h ,  no t  any th ing .  Why  don ' t

you  have your  Co l .  Ba tche lo r  (Vance Batche lo r ,  he 's  now teach ing  schoo l  in

New Eng land)  ca l l  me in  the  morn ing  and  le t ' s  see  what  th i s  i s  a l l  abou t . "

He  sa jd ,  "Why  do  I  have  to  have  h im ca l l  you?  I 'm  ta lk ing  to  you l "  I  sa id ,

" t ^ le l l ,  tha t ' s  the  way  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have  i t .  I 'm  sor ry  abou t  th i s . l '

We l l ,  the  genera l  was  no t  to  be  den jed ,  so  he  thought  he  wou ld  beg in  to  th row

h is  we igh t  a round .  (He  was  a  g rea t  so ld ie r ,  don ' t  ge t  me wrong . )  He  began

ca l l i ng  a1 l  the  g rea t  peop le  jn  town abou t  th i s  homib le  t ransgress ion .  To-

day  they  wou ld  ca l l  i t  a  v io la t ion  o f  c i v ' i l  l i be r t ies .  We l1 ,  when  I  go t  to

the  o f f i ce  the  nex t  morn ing ,  the  phone began r ing ig .  My good f r iend ,  Maury

Schwar tz ,  ca l led  and sa id ,  "My grac ious  a l i ve !  What 's  happened here?"  I

sa id ,  " I  don ' t  know.  I  haven ' t  go t ten  the  n igh t  repor t  ye t ,  bu t  I ' l l  l e t

you  know when I  do . "  He  sa id ,  "Be  sure  and  look  jn to  i t . "  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  I

su re  w i l l . "  I  f j na l l y  go t  the  repor t  and  i t  j us t  so  happened  tha t  he  had

run f la t  th rough tha t  red  l igh t .  The po l i ce  o f f i cer  s topped h im and was

ta lk jng  to  h im,  and  the  Genera l  sa id ,  "Donr t  de lay  us  here .  I f  thene 's

any th ing ,  le t  me know abou t  i t . "  The  o f f i ce r  sa id ,  "Yes ,  s j r .  Here  i t  i s . "

And he  handed h jm the  t i cke t ,  made ou t  in  the  Genera l ' s  name.  l ^ le l1 ,  any-

how,  severa l  impor tan t  peop le  in  town ca l led  me:  Mr .  Char l ie  Basset t ,  Pres i -

dent  o f  the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank ;  Mr .  Sam D.  Young,  Pres ' iden t  o f  the  E l  Paso
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Nat iona l  Bank ;  Mr .  C .  M .  Harvey ,  a  ve ry  wea l thy  man ;  a  who le  l o t  o f  t hem.

So  when  t he  l as t  one  ca l l ed  me ,  I  sa i d , "  L i s t en ,  j f  t he re  was  a t  l eas t  a

poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  we  we re ' i n  e r ron ,  I  cou ldn r t  r ecogn i ze  i t "  Bu t  w j t h  a l l

t he  s to rm  tha t  you ' ve  ra j sed  abou t  t h j s  t h i ng ,  t he re ' s  no th i ng  e l se  t o  do

bu t  j us t  l e t  t he  j udge  dec ide  wha t  t he  fac to rs  a re  i n  t h i s  t h ing . "  0h ,  i t

was  te r r i b le .  They  sa id ,  "Years  o f  good  m i l i t a ry  re la t i ons  gone  up  the

ch imney , "  and  a l l  t ha t  s t u f f .  I  sa i d  t ha t  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  i t  had .  So ,  w i t h

that '  there f  i  na l  1y evo ' l  ved someth i  ng.  The Honorab ' l  e  Judge Ward handl  ed the

case  i n  the  Jus t i ce  o f  t he  Peace  Cour t ,  and  i t  r : esu l ted  i n  t ha t  one  P r i va te

Ben jamin  0 'Lea ry  was  f i ned  $ . l 0 .00  i n  cos ts .  I t  wasn t t  Ben  Lean  by  any  means ,

bu t  i t  was  Ben jamin  0 'Lea ry ;  and  j us t i ce  was  uphe" ld .  The  Genera l  y ,1as  so re

fo r  a  wh i l e ,  I  guess ,  bu t  he  go t  ove r  i t n  because  he  d id  me  a  g rea t  f avo r  i n

la te r  yea rs .  So  tha t  was  one  o f  t he  funny  ones  tha t  t ook  p1ace .

Wha t  was  the  mos t  d i sappo in t i ng  th ing  tha t  happened  to  you ,  i n  t e rms  o f  you r

exper iences  w i th  the  m i l i t a ry?

I  can ' t  t h ink  o f  any .  I  know o f  ano the r  t h ing  tha t  you  don ' t  eve r  wan t  t o

do .  You  cou ld  p robab ly  a r res t  a  genera l ,  a  co1one1 ,  oF  any  one  o f  t hose  o f -

f i ce rs ;  bu t  you  don ' t  eve r  a r res t  a  S tab le  Se rgean t ,  because  he ' i sa  ve ry ,  ve ry

impor tan t  pe rson .

The re ' s  a  s to r y  t he re .  Le t ' s  have  i t .

No ,  we  won ' t  go  i n to  t ha t ;  t ha t ' s  t oo  1ong .  No ,  I  can ' t  r eca l ' l  any  d i sap -

po ' i n tmen ts  o r  unhapp ' i ness .  I  j us t  w i sh  tha t  more  peop le  rea l j zed  and  knew

that  main ly  the d ' i f ference between an Army person (a mi l i tary  penson)  and

c i v i l i ans  l i ke  ou rse l ves  i s  t ha t  one  i s  i n  c i vv i es  and  t he  o the r  wea rs  a

un i fo rm.  They  a1 l  a re  supposed  to  l ove  the i r  f am i l y  and  the ' i r  na t i on ,  and

they  a re  p ro fess iona l l y  equ ipped  to  do  a  good  j ob  and  they  rep resen t  us ' i n

tha t  ca tego ry .  I n  t he  ma in ,  t hey  a re  de l i gh t fu l  peop le - -n i ce  fo l ks ,  good

compan ions ,  we l l - t r ave led ,  and  c l ass -1  c i t i zens .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  l i ke  t o
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th ink  about  them as  coming f rom a  wor ld  apar t .  Not  any  more i  Wor ld  War  I

and I I  took  care  o f  tha t .  They ' re  no t ;  they  are  very  de f in i te ly  par t  o f  us ,

So tha t ' s  the  way tha t  i s .

Two ques t ' ions  now.  F i rs t ,what  wou ld  you l i ke  to  do ,  i f  you  were  in  a  pos ' i t ion

to  do  i t ,  fo r  the  mi l i ta ry  r igh t  now?

Righ t  now I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ra ise  $40 ,000  do l la rs  and  fu l f i l l  o r  comp le te  the

quas ' i -commi t tment  tha t  we made when we ( the  c i t i zens)  bu i l t  the  F t .  B l j ss

Rep l i ca .  We led  them to  be l ieve  tha t  in  la te r  yearso  when needed  (and  i t ' i s

needed now) ,we 'd  come up w i th  some more  funds  to  f in ish  our  job  and do  i t  in

a  f i rs t -c lass  way.  I ' ve  b roached tha t  sub jec t  severa l  t imes bu t  I  can ' t  ge t

any heat.  Time marches on; people forget and become occupied with other

th ings .  But  j t ' s  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  be  done,  and someth ing  tha t  w i l l  be

done .  There 's  no  reason  why  we shou ldn ' t  go  f i r s t -c lass .  Tha t ' s  one  o f  ou r

weaknesses  in  th is  town '  Leon.  The d i f fe rence be tween go ing  f i rs t -c lass  and

second-c lass  is  ius t  pos tage s tamp th ' i ckness  d i f fe rence.  I t  doesn ' t  requ i re

much and you can te l1  the  d i f fe rence in  a  b ig  way.  So tha t  wou ld  be  one o f

the  th ings  ou t  there .

What  do  you see as  the  fu tu re  o f  F t .  B l i ss?

t , le l l ,  t he  fu tu re  o f  F t .  B l i ss ,  
' l i ke  

any  o ther  m ' i l i t a ry  ins ta l la t ion ,  depends

on the  wh jms and fanc ies  o f  the  popu lus  a t  tha t  t ime,  p lus  Congress '  a t t i -

tude.  I  wou ld  say  tha t  as  long as  we are  in  an  advanced techno log ica l  f ie ld

o f  weaponry ,  the  fu tu re  o f  F t .  B l i ss  and Whi te  Sands is  very  good.  I  don ' t

th ink  tha t  there 's  go ing  to  be  any th ing  hero ic  l i ke  in  o ther  days  when man-

power  inc reases  were  grea t ,  bu t  i t ' l l  se t t le  down to  a  more  s tud ious  app l i -

ca t ion  o f  weaponry ,  and i t  w i l l  be  more  on  the  techn ica l  s ide .  I  th ink  those

techno log ica l  eva lua t ions  and s tud ies  and the i r  resu l ts  w ' i l l  b r ing  about

use perhaps  in  o ther  th ings- -no t  exac t ly  m ' i l i ta ry  connected ,  bu t  p re t ty
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c l ose  t o  i t .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  t h i nk  abou t  t he  f u tu re  o f  t ha t .  0 f  cou rse ,

i t ' s  go ing  t o  depend  upon  t he  popu la t i on ,  t oo "

Wha t  wou ld  you  l i ke  to  see  the  fu tu re  become fo r  F t .  B l i ss?

I ' d  l i ke  t o  see  i t  r ema in  p re t t y  much  as  i t  i s  f o r  t he  t ime  be ing ,  because

no t  on l y  do  we  have  the  fac i l ' i t i es  he re ,  bu t  F t "  B l i ss  has  a  p rog ram tha t

they ' re  ca r ry ing  on  now tha t  i s  ove r  and  beyond  the  m i l i t a ry  s ' i de  o f  i t - -

i t  r eaches  ou t  i n t o  a l l  a reas .  And  i t ' s  a  schoo l i ng  p l ace  f o r  a  l o t  o f

peop le .  A  l o t  o f  young  men ,  i f  t hey  have  the  des i re ,  can  take  fu l l  ad -

van tage  o f  t ha t  vas t  sou rce  o f  know ledge  wh ich  can  he lp  them in  the i r

c j v i l i an  pu rsu i t s ,  i f  t hey  wan t  t o  make  i t  t ha t  way .  Bu t  I ' d  l i ke  t o  see

i t  rema ln  p re t t y  much  as  i t ' i s  fo r  the  t ime be ing .

Was theHome Town  News  gea red  p r imar i l y  f o r  so ld ie r  boys?

Yeah ;  oh ,  yeah .

Who star ted i t?

I  d i d .  Excuse  me ;  I  mean  we  d jd .

The  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank?

Yes,  they helped out .  You see,  I  was wi th  the Chamber of  Commerce when

they  pu t  ou t  t he  f i r s t  one .  I  was  Execu t i ve  V i ce  P res iden t .  Tha t  was  i n

. | 94 . | .  
We  began  hea r ing  how bad i t  was  fo r  t he  so ld ie rs  who  d id  no t  rece i ve

any mai l ,  and I  remember that  f rom my own exper ience.  Day af ter  day the

young  l ads  wou ld  come  up  t o  ma i l  ca l l ,  and  no th i ng .  I t  was  c ruc j f y i ng .

Fu r the rmore ,  pa ren ts  then  were  becoming  a  l i t t l e  neg l i gen t  abou t  wha t  t hey

were  supposed  to  do  i n  t he  way  o f  w r j t i ng  and  keep ing  th ings  go ing .  No t

too many,  but  there were a few.  So,  we fe l t  that  they would fee l  bet ter

' i f  they knew that  someone at  home,  in  a genera l  sense,  cared for  them and

were in terested in  keeping them informed about  the i r  home town that  they

were  p ro tec t i ng .  l , Je  were  a l so  under  the  i n f l uence ,  t o  a  g rea t  ex ten t ,  o f
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the draf t  board,  which occup' ied quar ters ' in  the Chamber of  Commerce.  We had

many mothers and fa thers come and go,  and each Monday morning there would be

a  l o t  o f  l ads  mov ing  ou t  o f  t he re ,  go ing  i n to  the  Serv i ce .  So  we  jus t  t hough t

that  i t  would be a good th ing to  s tar t  up the newslet ter .  There was a money

p rob lem the re ,  bu t  Mr .  Basse t t  o f  t h i s  bank  was  w j l l i ng  t o  he lp  ou t ,  j n  ad -

d i t i on  to  be ing  the  b igges t  con t r i bu to r  t o  t he  Chamber  o f  Commerce  Sus ta ' i n ing

Fund ,  a l so .  So  tha t ' s  how they  were  j n  i t .  And  o f  cou rse ,  I  was  he re  a t  t he

bank  du r ing  the  Korean  War .

M:  Wha t  was  the  subsc r ip t i on  when  you  s ta r ted  and  wha t  was  the  subsc r ip t i on  when

tr .

i t  was s topped?

At  the  beg inn ing  we  had  abou t  1550 ,  and  when  we  qu j t  l as t  January  l ,  we  had

abou t  300 .

I ' ve  go t  a  ques t i on .  Wha t  does  A .U .S .A .  s t and  f o r?

Tha t ' s  t he  Assoc ia t i on  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  A rmy ,  wh jch  i s  t o  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n

by  membersh ip  o f  c i v j l j an  and  m i l i t a r y  pe rsonne l .  I t  i s  t o  advance  t he  cause

of  the Army.  I  was one of  the jo in t  founders of  the El  Paso chapter  a number

o f  yea rs  ago ,  and  I ' ve  been  reg iona l  v i ce  p res ' i den t  f o r  a  number  o f  yea rs .

I ' ve  neve r  been  p res iden t  o f  t he  l oca l  chap te r .  I  pa r t i c i pa ted  on  the  na t i ona l

counc i l  o f  t he  A .U .S .A .  i n  Wash jng ton ,  and  I  was  ve ry  though fu l l y  honored  a

few  yea rs  ago  w i th  a  P res iden t ' s  Go ld  Meda l .  So  have  a  deep  in te res t  i n  i t .

The  b ig  conven t ion  i s  go ing  on  aga in  nex t  week .

Bas i ca l ' l y ,  wha t  ac t i v i t i e s  d i d  you  pa r t i c i pa te  i n?

0h ,  wha teve r  came  up ,  j us t  l ' i ke  an  o rgan i za t i on  t ha t ' s  ded i ca ted ,  as  i t  i s ,

to  the fur therence of  the in terests  of  the Army and i ts  personnel .  h le  were

a lways  m ixed  up  i n  someth ing - -congress iona l  ma t te rs  o r  dea l i ng  w ' i t h  c i v i l i an

groups to  encourage the i r  suppor t  to  br ing about  an understanding of  a  prob-

lem.  We wou ld  go  ou t  and  make  ta l ks  to  g roups  tha t  m ' i sunders tood  ce r ta in
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phases  o f  the  opera t ion  o f  the  mi l i ta ry .  I t  kep t  me busy .

Can you  th ink  o f  any  h igh  spo ts ' i n  par t i cu la r ,  tha t  come to  m ind?

Most  o f  the  t ime when I  was  ac t ive  in  i t  was  dur ing  my years  as  a  c iv i l ian

aide to the Secretary of  the Army, and that k ind of  dovetai led wi th those

respons ib i l  i t i es .

How about  the  Veterans  Admin is t ra t ion  here  in  E l  Paso?

lde l l ,  dur ing  those Chamber  o f  Commerce years  I  had qu i te  a  b i t  o f  bus iness

with them. We worked together on a number of  th ings,  and that was immedjate-
' ly  

in the post-war era.  But that  has sett led down pret ty much. I  th ink that

i t ' s  go ing  qu ie t l y  on  i t s  way  now,  bu t  fo r  a  wh i le  i t  was  topsy- tu rvy  and re -

qu i red  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  communi ty  o r  c iv i l ian  in te res t .

What  years  were  you invo lved jn  i t ,  Chr is?

Main ' l y  dur ing  the  war  and on  to  about  
. |950.

Can you th ink  o f  any  par t i cu ' la r  p rob lems tha t  you  go t  invo lved in  there?

No. Our only problem that got us involved down at  the Chamber of  Commerce

was the peop' le were t ry" ing to blow up the veterans'  problems to the extent

tha t  they  were  a l l  ou t  o f  p ropor t ion .  The Congress  was buck ing  and the

mil i tary was worr jed about what they had been promised and what people had

been promised,  and who had done what .  I t  jus t  took  a  lo t  o f  e f fo r t  to  qu ' ie t

th ings  down and br ing  order  ou t  o f  chaos ,  so  fa r  as  pub l i c  unders tand ing  o f

ve terans '  a f fa i rs  was concerned.

What  pos i t ion  d id  you have w ' i th  the  Veterans  Admin is t ra t ion?

None in  par t i cu la r .  I  was  jus t  one o f  the  boys .

How about  the  Se lec t ive  Serv ice  Commiss ' ion?

0h,  tha t  was  an  in te res t ing  and reward ing  ass ignment .

When was  tha t ,  Ch r i s?

I t  s t a r t edoneday  i n  
. | 940  
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I  was sher i f f  and I  had 1a phone
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ca l l  f rom the  Governor  h imse l f ,  Pappy 0 'Dan ie ls ,  te l l ing  me tha t  he  wanted

me to  se t  up  f i ve  se lec t ive  serv ice  boards  w i th  f i ve  members  each,  and tha t

he wanted me to report  back to hfm by te legram or phone cal l  that  evening

as  to  who they  were .  They  wou ld  a l l  be  pa id  $350.00  a  month .  I  thought

tha t  they  wou ld  be ' in te res ted  in  tha t .  0 f  course ,  the  war  c louds  were  bu i ld -

ing  upn you know.  So my devoted  f r iend  and very  f ine  po l i ce  o f f i cer  and pub-

l i c  servant ,  Har ry  h l i ley  (he  was my ch ie f  deputy ;  one o f  h is  sons  s t i l l  l i ves

up in Las Cruces) and I  got  together and we put our heads on backwards and

came up with 25 names; and we thought we ought to have a few others in case

of  tu rndonws.  Wel l ,  we had on ly  one tu rndonw because we cou ldn ' t  ge t  ho ld

o f  th is  fe l la ,  because he  was ou t  o f  town.  So 24  ou t  o f  25  were  agreeab le

to  i t  and  we se lec ted  one more ,  and those men served a l l  dur ing  the  war ,

through many a meet ing.  Some of them served unt j l  wel l  af ter  the war was

over .  I  worked c lose ly  w i th  them,  ge t t ' i ng  i t  s ta r ted .  So,  anyhow,  I  pu t

' in my phone cal l  that  evening and gave the Governor my report .  The next morn-

ing  I  had a  phone ca l ' l  tha t  sa id  tha t  a l l  the  s igna ls  were  o f f .  I  sa id ,  "What 's

the  mat te r  now?"  "Wel l ,  you 've  go t  to  ge t  ho ld  o f  a l l  the  men and te l l  them

that  we were  in  e r ro r .  There  w i l l  be  no  sa la ry  a t tached to  the  job . "  I  sa id ,

" l 'm  g lad  to  hear  tha t .  Bes ides ,  j t r s  no t  go ing  to  make  any  d i f fe rence  to

them.  They ' re  no t  the  k ind  o f  peop le  tha t  I  wou ld  have ca l led  in  the  f i rs t

p1ace . "  He  sa id ,  "We l l ,  Vou 've  go t  to  ca l l  them up  anyhow and  ge t  the i r

re lease. "  So I  ca l led  up  a  few o f  them;  and the  res t  o f  them,  i f  I  saw

them I 'd te l l  them about i t .  And nobody cared and nobody expected to be paid,

because nobody wanted  j t .  So  I  worked w i th  these men dur ing  the  war ,  and ' i t

was a very,  very rewarding exper ience. Each Monday morn' ing thedraf t  cal l

boys  wou ld  come down there  a t  about  four  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing .  And I  had

a  commj t tee  o f  l ad ies  (one  o f  them is  s t i l l  
' l i v ing ,  

Mrs .  W.T .  Ramsey ;  she  was
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was the chai rman)  who were work ' ing wi th  some other  woman's  group.  But

anyhow, I  ca l led them my commit tee.  The Golden State Cafe was next  door ,

and the lad ies would root  them out  and they would make lo ts  of  cof fee and

we'd get  doughnuts and stuf f  for  these youngsters when they would show

upn because some of  those winter  morn ings were very co1d.  And teary-eyed

parents would come a long toon in  some instances.  We would want  them to

know that  somebody cared.  We'd get  down there and f i l l  them up and then

the  se rgean t  wou ld  check  them oye r .  And  o ld  Joe  Evans ,  b less  h i s  hea r t ,

e i t he r  he  o r  one  o f  h i s  assoc ia tes  wou ld  g ' i ve  them a  G ideon  B ib le .  Then

we  wou ld  g i ve  them a ' l i t t l e  t a l k  and  send  them on  the i r  way  and  go  ou t

w i th  them wh i l e  they  were  ge t t i ng  on  the i r  buses ,  and  g i ve  them a  cheery -o

and away they would go.  Those lad ies were down there for  three or  four

yea rs ,  wha teve r  i t  l as ted ,  eve ry  b looming  Monday  morn ing .  And  i f  t hey

cou ldn ' t  make  i t ,  somebody  e ' l se  wou ld .  How do  you  l i ke  tha t?

I  t h i nk  i t ' s  j us t  g rea t .

0h,  we had a lo t  o f  problems at  t imes wi th  the draf t  board but  they resolved

pract ica l ly  a l l  o f  them themselves.  They were comptetent  and dedicated

peop le ,  bu t  somet imes  I  wou ld  have  to  be  k ind  o f  an  ump i re .

l ^ l ha t  was  you r  t i t l e  t hen ,  Chr i s ,  i n  t e rms  o f  t he  Se lec t i ve  Se rv i ce  Commis -

s i on?

0h ,  I  was  j us t  an  adv i so r .  I  wou ld  j us t  a lways  f i nd  myse l f  i n  t he  m idd le

o f  t h ings .  I  guess  I  was  k ' i nd  o f  on  the  Se lec t i ve  Se rv i ce  s ' i de .

Were  you  i nvo l ved  du r ing  the  Korean  War  a l so?

No .  Some o f  t he  fe l l as  were  s t i l l  on  those  boa rds  du r ing  the  Korean  l l l a r ,

thoug h .

How about  the repl jca at  For t  B l iss? } ' le  touched on that  a  moment  ago"

Were  you  p r imar i l y  respons ib le  fo r  c rank ing  tha t  up ,  Chr i s?  l ^ l ho ' s  ' i dea
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was i t ,  and where did i t  generate f rom?

Wel l ,  tha t ' s  an  in te res t jng  f  i t t ' l e  s to ry .

about  me.

I ' ve  been  do ing  too  much  ta lk ing

Wel l ,  t h i s  i s  wha t  I  wan t .

But  I  get  embarassed about  i t .  Anyhow, my f i rs t  contact  a f ter  we decided

to do someth ing was in  the fa l l  o f  1947.  I  went  up to  Washington and made

myse l f  known ,  and  the  man  who  was  i n  cha rge  o f  t he  o f f i ce  o f  Ch ie f  o f  I n -

format ion was a Major  Genera l  F ' loyd Park,  a  great  guy.  And I  had an entr6

f rom I  t h ink  Judge  Thomason .  So  I  wen t  up  to  h im  to  ta l k  t o  h im  w i th  h i s

a ides  (one  o f  t hem I  s t i l l  co r respond  w i t h ,  B i l l  Donega l ) ,  and  t o l d  h im

wha t  we  had  i n  m ind  and  wha t  we  wou ld  l i ke  to  do  and  wha t  i t  was  go ' i ng  to

take .  And  we  cou ldn ' t  do  i t  by  ou rse l ves  as  fa r  as  manpower  i s  conce rned ,

but  we would put  up the money and do our  share of  the work and what  have

you .  They  sa id ,  "We l l ,  why  don ' t  you  g i ve  us  an  ou t l i ne  o f  wha t  you  have?

t ' le  ought  to  have i t  here pret ty  qu ick now to get  th is  th ing wrapped up so

we  can  go  ove r  i t . "  t ^ l e l l ,  i  wen t  back  to  the  o ld  Wash ing ton  Ho te l  t ha t

a f te rnoon ,  and  I  bough t  me  a  shea th  o f  t h ' i s  o ld  ye l l ow  sc ra tch  paper ,  You

know, lega1 s ized,  and I  went  to  work.  And by noon of  the next  day,  the

For t  B l i ss  Cen tenn ia l  was  bo rn .  I  neve r  changed  the  o r i g ina l  t ha t  I  w ro te

up  the re  a t  a l  I  .

Do you have a copy of  that ,  Chr is?

I t  shou ld  be  i n  t he  Chamber  o f  Commerce .  0h , ' i t  was  abou t  25  pages .  0 f

cou rse ,  some o f  t he  th ings  we  d id  e l im ina te  because  o f  p rob lemsn  bu t  p rac -

t i ca l ' l y  a l  l  o f  i t  was  t he re .  Yeah ,  i t  was  qu i t e  a  show .

Did you get  the cooperat ion that  you wanted?

0h ,  yes .  They  came r i gh t  t h rough ,  and  they  sa id ,  "You  go  ahead . "  And  i n

the meant ime,  of  course,  they ta lked to  Genera l  Homer--he was the commander
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down here--and he was enthusiast ' ic  about i t .  And away we went.  That

was,  I  guess ,  E1 Paso 's  f ines t  hour  jn  more  recent  years .  The coopera t ion

was terr i f ic .  t , . le weren' t  worr ied about ethnic groups or who we were; we

were  c i t ' i zen  Joe,  Johnn Pete ,  Lupe and Jos6,  and i t  was  ius t  the  Same sp i -

r i t  tha t  bu i l t  the  town in  the  f i rs t  p ' lace .  And they  a l l  d id  a  g rea t  iob .

Some peop le  s t i l l  con tend tha t  the  For t  B l j ss  Centenn ia l  parade was prob-

ab ly  the  grea tes t  pageant tha t  th is  town ever  had.

Did you have any prob' lems with putt ' ing the centennial  on?

0h ,  yes .

What  were  some o f  the  b ig  obs tac les?

They weren'  t  b ' ig obstacl  es,  they were smal l  th i  ngs.  L i  ke gett ' ing per-

m iss ion  to  f1y  a  28-s ta r  f l ag  on  a  m i l i t a ry  ins ta l la t ion .  We go t  a ' l )

mjxed up with the Heraldry Department and had protocol  running in and

out  o f  our  ears ,  and the  Daughters  o f  the  Amer ican Revo lu t ion  and a  few

other  odds  and  ends .  Bu t ,  yes ,  supp l ies ,  as  you  know,  were  s t i l l  i n

short  order.  We got a lot  of  stuf f  for  the repl ica up from the Sacramen-

to  Mounta ins .  l ^ le  had a  l i t t le  iob  there .  The adobes we go t  over in  Jud-

rez .  You know th is  Memor ia l  C i rc le ,  where  the  f lag  is?  That  was par t

o f  j t .  And ge t t ing  a  f lagpo le  o f  tha t  s fze  a t  tha t  t ime was no t  easy .

But Phelps Dodge Copper Ref inery came through in great sty ' le,  and fabr i -

cated j t .  There were moments of  agony. The af fa i r  was to start  on the

big day, the day that General  Order Number 58 was signed. We had an ave-

nue o f  f lags  a l l  the  way down o f f  o f  the  mesa.  Beaut i fu l ,  r igh t  down

to Dyer Street.  You know where Pershing turns into Dyer and goes under

the rai l road and then goes up to the south gate? Al l  the way down there

was  l i ned  w i th  these  f1ags .  By  God,  a t  abou t  n ine  o ' c lock  the  nex t  mor -

n ing ,  a  nor ther  came in  and we had f lags  f l y ing  to  For t  Wor th l  The e lec-

t r i c  company was respons ' ib le  fo r  pu t t ing  them up,  and they  d id  a  g rea t  job .
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The  rep ' l aced  and  rep laced"  And  f i na l l y  i t  l ooked  l i ke  Napo leon rs  re t rea t

f rom Moscow. I t  was r isky and raggedy,  but  f ina l ' ly  the show opened wi th

a  r i bbon  cu t t i ng  r i gh t  up  the re ,  t ha t  n igh t ,  a t  seven  o ' c lock .  Then

na tu re  Was  good :  no  more  s tun ts ,  t he  Wea the r  WaS beau t i f u l ,  c r i sp ,  n i ce .

But  i t  was rather  d ishear tening.  And I  know that  the commit tee that  s tood

the re - - the  Mayor  and  o the r  o f f i c i a l  d ign i ta r j es - - the i r  noses  were  p len ty

cold when they were cut t ing the r ibbon.

How long  d id  i t  t ake  to  bu i l d  i t  f r om the  i ncep t i on  o f  t he  i dea?  l ^ l as  i t
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bas ica l l y  your  idea ,  Chr i s?

Yes.  And we s ta r ted  about  June t jme,

ber .

Th is  was in  
. |948?

Yes ,  1948 .  I t  was  qu ' i te  a  dea l  .  I t

Army, and good for nat ional  defense.

ann iversary  dea l  w i l l  have a  tendency

ac t i ve l y ,  and  had  i t  done  bY  Novem-

was good for the town, good for the

And I 'm  hope fu l  tha t  th i s  l00 th

to  un i fy  our  town aga in ,  b r ing  i t

back  to  when we were  one fo r  a l l  and  a l l  fo r  one,  and no t  l i s ten ing  to

a  lo t  o f  fa l se  leadersh ip .

How about  R0TC,  Chr is?  How d id  you ge t  invo lved in  tha t?

l^ le ' |1 ,  I  thought  we ought  to  have R0TC.  So d id  some o f  my ass is tan ts .

You mean we d idn ' t  have an  ROTC?

No.  Tha t ' s  up  a t  UTEP tha t  I 'm  ta lk ing  aobu t .  We d idn ' t  ge t  as  much

enthus iasm there  as  you migh t  have thought  we wou ld .  l . le l1 ,  we s ta r ted

bang ing  on  th is  th ing  a  l i t t le  be fore  the  war .  And o f  course ,  the  war

s lowed th ings  down.  We cou ldn ' t  ge t  th ings  go ing ,  and ' i t  was  very  d is -

courag ing .  I  th ink  tha t  we were  be ing  shot  ou t  o f  the  sadd le  by  a

bunch o f  p ro fessors  on  the  s ide ,  and tha t  d idn ' t  endear  them to  me one

b j t .  Wel l ,  anyhow,  we f jna l l y  go t  the  th ing  over  w j th  and I  and some
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others went to Aust in to meet wj th the members of  the Board of  Regents.

l^ le to ld them what we wanted and why we ought to have' i t  in a town of

grea t  mi l i ta ry  s ta tu re ,  and tha t  the  success  in  the  pub l ic  schoo ls  was

great ,  and tha t  we jus t  thought  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  a  migh ty  f ine  f i rs t  fo r

our  town.  Wel l ,  about  tha t  t ime,  the  war  came on.  Then we h i t  i t  aga in

after the war,  and we found a president out there who was agreeable,  more

so than the  o thers  had been (and I 'm no t  go ing  to  ment ion  any  names,  e i th -

er )  .  So ,  f ina l l y  we go t  i t  on  the  road.  I t  was  ' in  '46  or  r47 ,  someth ing

l i ke  tha to  and j t  was  a l l  wor th  the  e f fo r t .  Any  schoo l  tha t  has  a  good

ROTC un j t  i s  a  schoo l  tha t  doesn ' t  have too  many prob lems.

What  jnvo lvement  have you had jn  i t  s ince  i t  s ta r ted ,  Chr is?

0h,  every  year  I  wou ld  t ry  and ra ise  a  l i t t le  money fo r  the i r  r i f le  meet

and  he lped  pu t  tha t  on .  And  I  do  o ther  such  ac t i v i t i es  tha t  I 'm  ca l led

upon to perform.

Can you  th ink  o f  any  ac t i v i t j es  in  par t i cu la r?

No;  jus t  the  usua l  run  o f  the  mi l l  th ings .  We got  the  r i f le  tournament

s ta r ted .  I t  has  grea t  poss ' ib i l i t i es ,  and can be  exp lo i ted  more  than i t

has been, ' i f  you can get the academic s ide enthused. But R0TC has had

pre t ty  tough go ing  in  most  o f  these un ivers i t ies .  You know,  these le f t -

w ' ingers  ge t  in  there  and mess  th ings  up .  We haven ' t  been hur t  as  bad as

some o f  the  o ther  un ivers i t ies  and I  th jnk  there  is  a  be t te r  day  ahead

for  i t .  h le 've  been b lessed w i th  hav ' ing  ou ts tand ing  men as  commandants .

l ^ le  haven ' t  had a  lemon.

You ment ioned that you raised money for di f ferent projects out there.

How has  th is  money been ra ised,  o rd inar i l y?

Bu jus t  ca l l ing  up  peop le  tha t  we can pu t  the  arm on,  and we te l l  them

that we need i t  for  the Southwestern internat ional .  You know that we

M:
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used to  have r i f le  teams f rom 35 co l leges  and un ivers i t ies?  These were

f rom p laces  l i ke  Oh io ,  Tennessee,  and around th roughout  the  midwest ,

pu t  the  Pac j f i c  coas t ,  and down to  the  south ;  and i t  was  rea l l y  good.

Some of the boys got to see the campus of  our universi ty out here.  0f

course, they were already commit ted to a unjversi ty,  but  they could te l l

o thers ,  and o thers  wou ld  ask  ques t ions  and they  wou ld  say ,  "0h ,  yeah,

we know about that  p1ace."  l^ le 'd g ' ive them a nice party and wrap them

up ' in good sty le and zoom, zoom, zoom.

M:  I ' ve  go t  o ther  th ings  tha t  I  wan t  to  touch  on ,  bu t  I 'm  go ing  to  sk ip

them r igh t  now,  because I ' ve  go t  a  sneak ing  hunch tha t  you 've  go t  some

th ings  tha t  you  want  to  touch on .

F :  0h ,  I  may,  d  l i t t le  la te r  on .  IJus t  as  a  f ina l  conrnent ,  le t  me say  tha t / - -

I  th ink  you  w i l l  f i nd  tha t  the  For t  B l i ss  Rep f i ca  Museum w i l l  ga in  added

sta ture  th rough the  years .  You see,  we had a  l i t t le  p rob lem there  when

we started i t .  Nobody wanted to go back into the yesteryear.  Every-

th ing  was advanc ing  in to  the  m' iss i le  age,  and every th ing  e lse  was yes-

terday. Then as t ime went on, they began to real ize that  i t  was those

yes terdays  tha t  made the  todays  poss ib le .  So there  was a  l i t t le  rev js ion

in  the i r  th ' ink ' ing  when they  s ta r ted  go ing  back  h is to r ica l l y  to  the  beg in-

n ing  and coming r igh t  on  up  to  the  present .  The museum is  qu i te  a  com-

mendab le  p ' lace  r igh t  now.  I  th ink  tha t  more  E l  Pasoans wou ld  have a  be t -

te r  unders tand ing  o f  a  lo t  o f  th ings  i f  they  wou ld  take  some t ime ou t  to

go and see i t .  Bu t  i t  does  need some add j t iona l  funds .  As  t igh t  as

money is  in  the  Army,  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  ge t  any  there .  And bes ides ,

i t ' s ' i ncumbent  on  every  pos t .  For t  S i l l  has  done  a  g rea t  job ;  the  peop le .

o f  Lawton and For t  S i l l .  The peop le  down there  a t  For t  Benn jng  have done
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even  more .  So  the re  i s  no  reason  why  we  shou ldn ' t  do  the  same.  I  under -

s tand  tha t  Fo r t  Hood ,  a  young  pos t  re ' l a t i ve ' l y  speak ing ,  has  a  te r r j f i c ' l ay -

ou t  down  the re .  So  aga in ,  t ha t ' s  a l l  a  pa r t  o f  t he  b i g  p j c t u re .  I 'm

hope fu l  t ha t  du r ing  th i s  l 00 th  ann ive rsa ry  p rog ram tha t  t hey ' re  pu t t i ng

toge the r  f o r  nex t  yea r ,  t hey  w ' i ' 11  th read  th rough  the  m i l i t a ry  l i nes

tha t  have  been  bu i l t  up ,  and  go  way  back  to  the  beg inn ing  and  pu t  a  l i t -

t l e  ou t ,  he re  and  the re .  Because  I  know tha t  w i thou t  t he  m i l i t a ry  i t

i sn ' t  go ing  t o  be  a  t r ue  p i c t u re .
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