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C.  L .  Sonn i  chsen
by  Rebecca  Crave r  and  V ick i  Ru iz

January  13 ,  1984

I  have  a  ques t i on  to  beg in  tha t ' s  been  bo the r ing  me .  As  i t  says

on  the  j acke t  o f  one  o f  t hose  books ,  "w i th  the  i nk  no t  ye t  d ry "  on

your  Harva rd  d ip loma,  you  came to  E l  Paso  to  the  Co l l ege  o f

M ines .  I  wan t  t o  know why  i n  the  wor ld  d id  you  come to  E l  Paso

to  t he  Co l l ege  o f  M ines?

t , . l e l l ,  i t  t akes  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  t o  exp la i n  i t ,  bu t  i t ' s  because  I

be longed  t o  t he  Ha rva rd  G lee  C lub ,  and  I  wen t  ou t  on  t he  sp r i ng

t r i p  i n  1927 .  Tha t  was  the  yea r  I  t ook  my  Mas te r ' s  deg ree ,  and

when  the  sp r ing  t r i p  was  ove r  I  came back  and  a l l  t he  good  jobs

had  been  p i cked  ove r ,  a l l  t he  un i ve rs i t y  j obso  and  t he  bes t  t h i ng

I  cou ld  ge t  was  a  j ob  a t  Carneg ie  Tech ,where  I  wen t  and  s tayed

fo r  two  yea rs .  So  then  I  wen t  back  to  Harva rd  and  f i n i shed  my

Doc to ra te  work  and  na tu ra l ' l y  I  was  ou t  o f  money ,  o r  p re t t y  nea r l y .

I t  was  abou t  t he  end  o f  my  resou rces .  You  know,  they  come ou t

s imu l taneous ly ,  Vou  ge t  you r  deg ree  and  you ' re  ou t  o f  money  a t

the  same t ime- - i f  you ' re  l ucky  anyway .  Somet imes  you  run  ou t

be fo re .  I  needed  a  summer  j ob  and  one  came up  a t  t he  Texas  Schoo l

o f  M jnes .  I t  hadn ' t  become  rea ' l 1y  a  co l l ege  ye t .  I t  wasn ' t  a

f ou r  yea r  co l l ege  un t j l  t he  f a l l  a f t e r  I  go t  t he re .  So  t he re

were  e i gh t  app f i can t s  and  I  go t  t he  j ob ,  and  I  am pe r fec t l y  su re

tha t  I  qo t  i t  because  I ' d  had  expe r ience  i n  a  techn ica l  schoo l

t each ing  Eng l i sh .  Tha t  means  t ha t  s i nce  I  had  had  t o  go  t o  a

techn i ca l  schoo l  because  I  go t  back  l a te  a f t e r  be ing  ou t  w i t h

the  Ha rva rd  G lee  C lub ,  t he re fo re  my  t ons i l s  a re  respons i l be  f o r

t he  who le  t h i ng .  And  I  l ook  a t  my  ch i l d ren  and  say ,  "Wha t  wou ld

have  happened  i f  I  hadn ' t  sung  t eno r  i n  t he  Ha rva rd  G lee  C lub? "

Do  you  remember  wha t  you r  f i r s t  impress ions  o f  t he  campus  and  the

c i t y  we re?

S :
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Yeah .  I  came in  the  summer .  The  summer  schoo l  was  j us t  ge t t i ng

s ta r ted .  And  I  know i t  was  a  ve ry  b leak  and  ba r ren  p ' l ace r  l ou

know.  Wha t  i t  mus t  have ' l ooked  l i ke ' up  t he re  on  t he  h i l l  w i t h

ha rd l y  any th ing .  You  know those  j un ipe rs  i n  f ron t  o f  0 ld  Ma in ,

a re  they  s t i l l  t he re?

Yes ,  I  t h i nk .  so .

Those  had  j us t  been  p lan ted  by  a  j an i to r  named  Gabr ie l  who  was

a  f r i end  o f  m ine .  He  was  a  good  man .  Bu t  t ha t  was  abou t  t he  on l y

greenery we had around there.  We had tennis  cour ts  down where

the  Sc r ' ence  bu i l d i ng  i s  now ,  o r  t he  B io l ogy  bu i l d i ng ,  and  t he

eng inee rs  used  t o  p l ay  t enn i s  i n  t he i r  boo t s ,  t he i r  h i gh  boo t s .

I t  was  rea l1y  a  wre tched  p1ace .

I  be t  i t  was .

Yeah .  And  I  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o  s t ay .  I n  f ac t ,  I  t hough t  t ha t  I  wou ld

go  home as  soon  as  th i s  summer  was  ove r ,  and  I  was  hav ing  a  ha rd

t ime  because  I  was  teach ing  two  cou rses ,  t he  Eng ' l i sh  Nove l  &

Amer i can  L i t e ra tu re .  I  had  to  ge t  up  my  f i r s t  l ec tu res  on  the

t ra in  coming  down .

So  I  wan ted  to  go  back  to  the  g reen  eas t .  Tha t ' s  where  I

t hough t  I  was  gc ing  to  spend  my  1 i f e ,  bu t  t ha t  was  the  yea r  t ha t

the  bo t tom d ropped  ou t .  The  Depress ion  was  on .  I t  h i t  and  the re

were  no  j obs  back  i n  t he  eas t  and  I  was  ou t  o f  s i gh t  and  ou t  o f

m ind .  So  I  t hough t ,  "We l ' l  ,  maybe  I  be t t e r  s t ay  he re .  I  w i l l

s t ay  i f  t hey  ask  me . "  They  d i dn ' t  ask  me  though .  And  i t  go t  ha l f -

way  th rough  the  summer  and  I  had  no  j ob  fo r  t he  fa l  I  o r  even .  . .

You  know,  I  know lad ies  mus t  ea t .  You  neve r  th ink  o f  a  man  hav ing

to  ea t ,  i t ' s  j us t  women  tha t  have  to  ea t .  Bu t  men  have  to  ea t  t oo ,

so  I  had  to  do  someth ing .  So ,  ou r  f i r s t  p res iden t  had  been

S :

C:
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appo in ted .  H is  name was  John  G .  Ba r ry .  He  was  a  consu i t i ng

geo ' l og i s t ,  had  an  o f f i ce  i n  t he  M i  l l s  Bu i l  d i ng .  So  I  t hough t ,

"We l l ,  I ' l l  go  see  h im .  I t  can r t  hu r t . "  So  I  wen t  down  to  see

John  Bar ry ,  and  the re  was  a  ba r r i e r  t o  Ba r ry ,  and  tha t  was  h i s

w i  f e .  She  was  h i s  sec re ta ry  and  one  had  to  go  th rough  he r .  So

I  t hough t ,  "We11 ,  I ' l l  do  t he  bes t  I  can . "  So  I  t o l d  he r  who  I

was  and  wha t  I  needed  and  had  to  ta l k  abou t ,  and  then  found  ou t

that  she had been l4 ' iss  Pi  erce o f  Boston who had run l4 i  ss Pi  erce '  s

Schoo l  f o r  G i r1s ,  and  he r  f a the r  had  been  the  ed i to r  o f  T le

You th ' s  Compan ion .  She  knew a l ' l  t he  p laces  where  I  hung  ou t  i n

Cambr idge  and  Bos ton  and  we  had  the  bes t  t ime ,  and  I  was  h i red

w i t hou t  a  b i t  o f  t r oub le .

Bu t  I  caused  a  good  dea l  o f  d i scon ten t .  You  see ,  we  had ,  I

t h ink  i t  was  fou r  Ph .D .s  were  b rough t  i n  t ha t  f a l l  f o r  t he  beg inn -

ing  o f  t he  schoo l  as  a  fou r -yea r  co ' l l egeo  and  the  ones  who  were

the re  a ' l r eady  resen ted  us  ve ry  bad ' l y .  They  had  M.A .s  bu t  t he re

were  no  Ph .D .s  on  the  facu l t y .  So  they  wen t  down  to  see  Bar ry

to t ry  to  te l l  h im that  they thought  the present  s taf f  was adequate

and  t hey  d i dn r t  need  a l l  t hese  peop le  w i t h  advanced  deg rees ,  t hey

cou ld  hand le  the  s i t ua t i on .  The re  were  some ve ry  odd  peop le  who

were  t hen  on  t he  s ta f f - - n i ce  peop le ,  bu t  j us t  a  l ' i t t l e  pecu ' l i a r .

And one of  them I  remember in  the Engl ish Depar tment ,  h is  name was

Mr .  l , l i l l i s .  He ' s  l ong  s i nce  dead  so  I  can  t a l k  abou t  h im .  He  was

the  k i nd  who . . . he  was  an  M .A .  f r om the  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Ken tucky .  He

a lways  wen t  down  in to  h i s  basemen t  eye ry  morn ing  to  med i ta te

be fo re  he  wen t  t o  c lass .  I  have  no th ing  aga ins t  t ha t ,  I  t h ink

naybe  i t ' s  a  good  th i . ng  s ince  t ranscenden ta l  med i ta t i on  has  come

in .  I  t h ink  i t  p robab ly  wou ' l d  be  more  popu la r  now than  i t  was
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t hen ,  bu t  i t  was  some th ing  we  d idn ' t  unde rs tand  t hen ,  t ha t  he

had  t o  go  down  the re  and  med i t a te .  And  I  don ' t  t h i nk  h i s  w i f e

unders tood  e i t he r .  So  he  was  aga ins t  me .  I  used  to  p lay  tenn is

w i th  h im ,  t hough ,  and  he  was  happy  because  he  cou ld  bea t  me

p lay ing  t enn i s .  A t  l eas t  t ha t  showed  he  had  some  sp i r i t .

I  hope  you  wou ldn ' t  m ind  repea t i ng  f o r  t he  sake  o f  t he  t ape  t ha t

you  to ld  me  abou t  when  women  came,  abou t  t he  men  hav ing  to

sp ruce  up .

I  don ' t  t h i nk  t he re  was  any  pa r t i cu l a r  consp ' i r acy  aga ins t  women

up there.  And we had severa l  women on the facul ty .  I  remember

the regis t rar  was a woman and we had a mathemat ics teacher  who

' i s  s t i l l  t he re ,  Bu lah  Ly1es .

Yes ,  I  ' ve  t a l  ked  t o  he r .

Yes .  She  was  a  g rea t  woman .  She  k ind  o f  he ld  the  depar tmen t  backS :

in  one  way ,  t hough .  D r .  Knapp  wan ted  to  pu t  i n  a

S ta t i s t i c s ,  bu t  he  sa ' i d  he  cou ldn ! t  do  i t  because

pronounce  "s ta t i  s t i  cs  .  "  (  Laugh te r )

R :  / - vou  were  7  te l l i ng  me  be fo re  tha t  t he  men  were

c lass  i n  t he i r  unde rsh i r t s  and  unshaven .

c0u rse  I  n

Bu lah  cou ldn ' t

S :

D .

used  to  go ' i ng  to

We11 ,  no t  t he  men ,  no t  t he  p ro fesso rs - - t he  s tuden ts .

No ,  bu t  I  sa i d  t he  s tuden ts  we re  used  t o  com ing  i n  t he j r  unde r -

sh ' i r t s  and  unshaven ,  bu t  when  the  women  s tuden ts  / * came,  th ings

changed  / .

Yeah .  See ,  t he  do rm i to ry  was  r i gh t  nex t  doo r  t o  o ' l d  Keno  l ' l a l 1 .

wh ich  i s ,  I  guess ,Burges  Ha11  now.  Tha t  was  where  a l l  t he  boys

l j ved .  They  had  t he i r  a l l - n i gh t  poke r  games ,  t hey  had  a l l  k i nds

o f  go ings  on  ove r  t he re .  And  tha t ' s  where  I  s tayed  fo r  t he  f i r s t

summer  I  was  the re ,  I  was  i n  on  the  who le  th ing .  And  so  they 'd
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j u s t  pop  ove r ,  you  know ,  w i t hou t  bo the r i ng  t o  pu t  on  a  sh i r t  and

t i e  and  t hey ' d  s i t  t he re  and  l j s t en  t o  t he j r ' l e c tu res ,  and  t he

p ro f s  d i dn ' t  seem to  m ind .  I t  was  a  d i so rde r l y ,  ma ' l e  env i r onmen t ,

so  when  the  women  came in ,  I  t h ink  they  were  a  l i t t l e  b i t  r esen t fu l

because  they  had  to  sp ruce  up .

Do you remember any pranks that  went  on in  the dorm?

0h  the re  were  l o t s  o f  p ranks  i n  t . he  do rm.  Yeah ,  i t  was  a  p rank i sh

p ' l ace .

Can  you  t h i nk  o f  one  i n  pa r t ' i cu l a r?

Yes .  I  su re  can .  We  had  a  c l ub - - I  wasn ' t  a  member - - t ha t  was

devo ted  to  the  obse rva t i ons  o f  l i f e  i n  wha t  you  m igh t  ca l l  t he

raw .  The re  was  a  l i t t l e  h i l l  ove r  whe re  t he  o l d  s tad ium i s  now"

They  took  the  h i l l  down  when  they  pu t  t he  o ld  s tad ium jn ,  bu t

i t  was  a  favo r i t e  p lace  fo r  peop le  to  pa rk  fo r "  roman t i c  neasons .

So  t he  members  o f  t h . i s  c l ub  used  t o  c l imb  up  on  t op  o f  t ha t  l j t t l e

h i l l  where  nobody  cou ld  see  them,  o r  t hey  though t  nobody  cou ld  see

them,  and  see  wha t  wen t  on .  I t ' s ,  you  know,  they  say  J rou  can

lea rn  no re  abou t  l i f e  ou t s i de  t he  c lAss room than  i n ,  and  t hey

were  pu t t i ng  tha t  t o  t he  tes t .  I  can  re rnember  when  the  c lub  b roke

up.  ! . Ie  had a boy f rom Buf fa lo  named Rudolph Koukal  who, ,*as an

en thus ias t i c  member  o f  t he  c l ub ,  And  i t  had  a  name ,  I ' 11  ge t  t he

name back  p re t t y  soon"  I ' ve  fo rgo t ten  i t  now"  Somebody  saw h im

up  the re  and  had  a  sho tgun  they  were  ca r ry ing ,  t ook  a  sho t  a t "  h tm.

I  saw h r lm  come ove r  t he  h i  I  I  w i th  h r l s  sh i  r t  t a i  1  f ' l y i ng  ou t

beh ind  h im  and  h i s  f ace  wh i te  as  a  shee t ,  Tha t  was  the  b reakup

o f  t he  obse rve r ' s  c l uh ,  I  w i ' sh  I  cou ld  r emember  t he  name  o f  i t .

I  ' I I  qe t  i t  hack  be fo re  we  f  f i n i sh  t he  i n te r v i ew  7 .  *

I s  t h i s  wha t  you  came  fo r?  I  doub t  i t .

C :

S :
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We11 ,  I  hea r  t he re  was  a  l o t  o f  r i va l r y  be tween  wha t  t hey  ca11ed

the  academs and  the  / -eng jnee rs_7 .

Yeah ,  a t  t he  beg inn ing  t he re ,  o f  cou rse  i t  t , l a s  an  eng inee r i ng

schoo l  and  the  eng inee rs  though t  t ha t  i t  was  someth ing  tha t  was

rese rved  fo r  t hem.  They  d idn ' t  l i ke  the  academic  s ide .  They

rea l i zed  tha t  you  had  to  have"  tha t  you  m igh t  as  we1 ' l  have ,  some

academic  cou rses  because  you rve  go t  t he  peop le  the re  teach ing

academic  sub jec t s  t o  eng inee rs ,  even .  Bu t  t hey  d i dn ' t  l i ke  ve ry

much to have the ta i l  wag the dog.  And I  remember the f i rs t  s ign

o f  t ha t  came when  we  had  ou r  f i r s t  g radua ted  c lass .  The  s tudeh ts .

t he  sen t l o r  c l ass . . . I  t h i nk  t hey ' r e  t he  ones  t ha t  had  t he i r  r eun jon

las t  yea r ,  t he  f i r s t  g radua t ing  c1ass "  They  wan ted  me  to  come bu t

I  cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  Bu t  t hey  wan ted  caps  and  gowns  and  a l l  t he

academic regai i  q .  And we h.ad had graduat ions / - in  which*7 these

k ids  d idn ' t  ge t  deg reeso  they  go t  ce r t i f i ca tes  i n  t hose  days  fo r "

t he  n i n t i ng  spec ia l i s t .  Bu t  now  we r re  go ing  t o  have  deg rees ,  and

the  g radua t ing  sen io rs  wan ted  caps  and  gowns .  And  i t  came up  a t

a  b ig  facu l t y  mee t ing ,  and  Dean  K idd ,  t he  Eng ' i nee r ing  dean ,  b rough t

i t  up  and  sa id  he  was  no t  i n  f avo r  o f  i t ,  sa i d  t ha t  i t  d i d  no t

f i t  i n  w i t h  t he  pu rposes  o f  t h i s  schoo l .  He  sa id  he  vo ted  f o r

democra t i c  d ress .  And  they  ou tvo ted  h im .

I  t h ink  tha t  t ha t  i s  wha t  has  resu l ted  i n  wha t  we  have  now.

I  t h i nk  t he  convoca t ' i on  w i t h  cha ins  o f  o f f i ce ,  I  t h i nk  o l d  Cap

K idd  p robab ly  tu rns  ove r  i n  h i s  g rave  when  the  mace  bea re r  comes

in ,  you  know ,  and  t he  banne rs  f o l l ow  and  a l l  t ha t  med ieva l  t r app ings .

I  f don ' t _7  t h i nk  he  l ' i kes  t ha t  a  b i t .  Bu t  t he  rea l  f i r ewo rks

came when we became Texas l , lestern Co1' lege and changed our  name.

You  hea rd  abou t  a l l  t ha t ,  I  suppose .
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C:  We l l ,  t e l l  me .

S: And the green l ine across the f tampus- / .

C:  I s  t ha t  when  they  l i egan  to  pa in t  t he  g reen  l i ne?

S :  Tha t ' s  when  t hey  pa in ted  t he  g reen  l i ne ,  yeah .

C :  So  i t  was  i n  ' 49?

S :  ' 49 ,  l yes ] ,  t ha t ' s  when  i t  was .  I  was  ou t  o f  t own  when  t hey

pa in ted  i t  and  I  d i dn ' t  know  abou t  a l l  t h i s .  I ' d  spen t  t he  summer

on  a  resea rch  t r i p ,  so  when  I  came in  I  s topped  to  te lephone  my

wi fe.  You knowo when you get  in to town you can a lways te lephone

you r  w i f e  f i r s t ,  so  i f  any th i ng  i s  go ing  on ,  why ,  you  know .  (O f

cou rse  I  shou ldn ' t  be  j ok fng  t h i s  way  on  t ape . )  Anyway ,  I  t e l e -

phoned  my  w i fe  and  I  t e lephoned  f rom a  ba r  ou t  nea r  t he  a i rpo r t ,

and there was Dean Thomas there ln i tn l  a  bunch of  facul ty  members

and  s tuden ts  w i t h  t he i r  heads  a l l  ove r  t he  t ab le  l i ke  t ha t :  l ou

know,  obv ious l y  mak ing  med ic ine .  And  they  were  go ing  to  do  some-

th i ng  abou t  t h i s  bus iness  o f  t he  name  change .

So  they  d id .  They  d rew the  g reen  l i ne .  0n  one  s ide  i t

sa id  TCM and  on  the  o the r  s ide  i t  sa id  T t , . lC ,  and  the re  u tas  an

unspoken  ru le  tha t  Tb lC  was  no t  supposed  to  c ross  the  l i ne .  0 f

cou rse  we  d id ,  bu t  t ha t  was  t he  i dea :  Le t ' s  keep  t h i s  t h i ng  sep -

e ra te .  ! {e  a re  no t  go ing  to  g i ve  up .  They  sa id ,  "Do  no t  c ross

i t . "  So  i t  Eo t  so  bad ,  t he  f ee ' l i ng  go t  so  sp i t e fu ' l  ,  l ou  m igh t

say ,  t ha t  t he  p res iden t  had  to  ca l l  Dean  Thomas  jn  and  te l l  h im

to  ge t  t ha t  t h i ng  o f f  c f  t he re  and  s top  t h i s  f oo l i shness ,  wh i ch

,he  d i  d .

Where was the I  ine drawn?

We l ' l  ,  l e t ' s  see .  I t ' s  ca l ' l ed  t he  Geo logy  bu i ' l d i ng  s t i l l ?

Yeah ,  I  t h f nk .  I t  s t a r t ed  a t  t he  t op  o f  t he  h i l l  ove r  t o  t he  wes t
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!_-  orJ  Mai  n  bui  l  d i  n  g.

I t ' s  j us t  t o  t he ,  we l l ,  no r t hwes t  o f  t he  Ma in  bu i l d i ng ,  yeah .

Yeah ,  and  they  d rew i t  ac ross  f rom the  end  o f  t ha t  bu i l d ing

ac ross  to  the  o the r  s ide  o f  t he  road .

How d id  the  te rm Peedogg ie  o r i g ina te?

Tha t  was  Dean  K idd ' s .  I t  comes ,  o f  cou rse ,  as  a  co r rup t i on  o f

pedagogues .  0 f  cou rse  we  had  Educa t i on  ma jo rs  wh ich  wou ld  be  the

oppos i t e  o f  cou rse ,  t he  comp ' l e te  an t i t hes i s  o f  t he  i dea l  o f  t he

eng ' i nee r .  So  Dean  K idd  ca l l ed  t hem Peedogg ies  w i t h  q rea t

con temp t .  Aga in ,  he  and  h i s  s t uden ts  wou ld  p rove  t he i r  manhood

by  s ' i t t i ng  on  t he  s teps  o f  0 l d  Ma in  chew ing  t obacco  and  see ing

who  cou ld  sp i t  t he  fa r thes t .  Tha t  was  supposed  to  pu t  t he  Pee-

dogg ies  i n  t he i r  p1ace ,  I  guess .

0h ,  mY goodness .

We11 ,  see  wha t  you  do  when  you  come  ove r  he re  and  ask  me  ques t i ons?

When  was  the  f i r s t  g radua te  deg ree  awarded?

We ' l ' l  ,  I  t h i nk  i t  was  i n  1948 ,  wasn ' t  i t ?

Wha t  abou t  Nancy  Hamon ' s  t hes j s?  Wasn ' . t  t ha t ' 42?

Yeah ,  Nancy  Haska l l  j u s t  sen t  me  a  copy  o f  t ha t  book .  D id  i t  say

1942?

Tha t  was  i n  ' 42?

Yeah .  Then  maybe  i t  was  ' 48  when  we  go t  a  g radua te  dean .  I 'm

no t  su re .  These  da tes  don ' t  s t ay  w i t h  me .  I  t h i nk  ou r  f i r s t  t hes i s

was  1942 ,  Nancy  Hamon ' s  t hes i s ,  and  I  suppose  i t  mus t  have  been

two  yea rs  be fo re  tha t  we  had  had  the  deg ree  app roved .  Bu t  a l l  o f

t ha t ,  o f  cou rse ,  i s  i n  Fuga te ' s  h i s t o r y .  You  can  f i nd  a l l  t ha t .

Yeah .

l ^ l ha t  i s  you  mos t  embar rass ing  momen t  as  a  p ro fesso r?

S :
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I  had  many  o f  t hem.  I  quess  ve ry  ea r ' l y  i n  my  ca ree r ,  t ha t  f i r s t

summer ,  I  f ound  tha t  I  had  a  manner i sm.  You  know you  don ' t  a ' lways

know you  have  rnanner i sms .  Bu t  i n  t hose  days  we  wore  ves ts  and

we  had  a  wa tch  i n  one  pocke t  and  a  penkn i fe  i n  t he  o the r ,  and  a

cha in  ac ross  you r  f ron t  t o  exposu re .  And  apparen t l y  I  used  to

take  tha t  cha in  ou t  o f  my  pocke t  and  tw i r l  i t  a round  my  f i nge r

and  t hen  tw i r l  i t  back  ou t .  I  d i dn ' t  know  I  was  do ing  i t .  So

one  o f  my  s tuden ts  who  was  a  smar t  a leck  had  to  ge t  up  and  g i ve

a  l ' i t t l e  r epo r t  t o  t he  c l ass ,  and  she  asked  i f  she  cou ld  bo r row

my  wa tch .  So  she  s tood  t he re  and  tw i r l ed  t ha t  cha in .

Be t  eve rybody  was  l augh ing ,  we ren ' t  t hey?

0h ,  I  was  t oo ,  I  was  t oo .  We  had  f un .  I ' ve  had  t h ' i ngs  l i ke  t ha t

tha t  happened .  A lmos t  a lways ,  t hough ,  i  f ound  ou t  t ha t  ' i f  a

s tuden t  was  do ing  some th ing  you  d i dn ' t  r ea l l y  w i sh  he  wou ld  do ,

i f  you  j us t  t o l d  h im  abou t  i t  he  wou ld  s top .  I  t end  t o  t ake  t h i ngs

w i t h  t oo  much  v i s i b i l i t y ,  I 'm  a f ra i d ,  and  I  t h i nk  some  s tuden ts

somet imes  fe l t  t ha t  t hey  cou ld  take  l i be r t i es  w i th  me  because  we

a l l  l aughed  t oge the r ,  and  I ' ve  had  t o  ca l l  t hem down  some t imes .

One  o f  t hem I  neve r  cou ld  ca l l  down- - she  d i ed  j us t  r ecen t l y - -

he r  name b /as  Edna  Fa r r i s - -who  was  an  o ld  schoo l teacher .  I  had

lo t s  o f  t hese  schoo ' l t eachers  i n  c lass  and  I  t r ea ted  them w i th

g rea t  respec t  because  I  knew wha t  t hey  were  up  aga ins t .  They  had

a  ha rd  t ime ,  bu t  t hey  d id  tend  to  fee l  t ha t  a  teacher  was  supposed

to  take  cha rge  even  when  she  was  no t  t each ing .  And  when  Edna

Fa r r i s  had  some th ing  t o  say  she  wou ld  r i se  and  f ace  t he  c l ass  and

te l l  t hem wha t  she  had  t o  say ,  l eav ing  me  i n  t he  backg round ,  you

know,  w i th  my  tee th  i n  my  mou th .  So  I  had  to  ask  he r  no t  t o  do

tha t .  Bu t  she  was  a l 1  r i gh t .
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R:  In  your  op in ion ,  have  s tuden ts  changed ,  l i ke  the i r  se r iousness

over  the  years?

l , ' l e11 ,  t he re  was  neve r  anybody  any  more  se r ious  than  an  eng inee r .

They  had  such  a  ha rd  cu r r i cu lum,  and  then  the  p ro fesso rs  were

demand ingo  had  t o  be .  So ,  I  don ' t  t h i nk  we ' ve  eve r  had  any  g rea t

l ack  o f  se r i ousness  abou t  s tud ies  on  ou r  campus .  And  du r ing  the

t ime  when  we  had  the  Ch icano  t roub les ,  you  know,  the re  was  a  l o t

o f  f uss fng  and  foo l i ng  a round  the  campus  and  march ing  i n  pa rades

and  so  on .  And  a  l o t  o f  my  Mex i can  s tuden ts  d i dn ' t  pay  i t  any  m ind ,

they wanted to  go on wi th  ther ' r  work.  So we never  even went  to  the

window to watct r  the parade,  we went  on wi th  our  work.  But  there

was  a  w ing  o f  ac t i v i s t s  on  the  campus  who  d id  make  cons ide rab le

fuss ,  and  they  ac tua l l y  made  l i f e  p re t t y  m ise rab le  fo r  some o f  t he

p ro fesso rs  and  pa r t i cu la r3 r  f o r  t he  p res iden t ,  P res iden t  Smi ' l ey .

They  b raced  h im  up  and  to ld  h im  wha t  he  was  go ing  to  do ,  bu t  t hey

d idn ' t  bo the r  me  any .  I  neve r  had  a  b i t  o f  t r oub le .

I s  t he re  a  d i f f e rence  i n  qua l i t y  i n  t e rms  o f  t he i r  p repa ra t i on

ove r  the  yea rs?

We l l ,  you  mus t  remember  tha t  I ' ve  been  ou t  o f  t he re  now fo r  ove r

' 11  
yea rs .  I  don ' t  know  wha t  t he  s i t ua t i on  i s  now .  I  t h i nk  f o r  a

wh i l e  we  were  comp ' l a in ing  tha t  s tandards  were  ge t t i ng  l ower  and

lower .  Yeah ,  I  hea rd  abou t  t ha t  and  tha t  someth ing  had  to  be  done

abou t  i t .  I  t h ink  when  Dr .  Temp le ton  came he  s ta r ted  to  c lean

th i ngs  up  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  Bu t  I  r ea11y  be l i eve  t ha t  t he  ha rd  t imes

we  had ,  t he  com ing  on  o f  t he  Dep ress fon ,  had  a  l o t  t o  do  w i t h  mak ing

peop le  rea ' l i ze  tha t  i t  was  a  p re t t y  compe t i t i ve  wor ' l d  and  they

be t te r  g i ve  i t  t he i r  bes t  a t  wha t  t hey  were  do ing .  So  I  don ' t

f ee l  t ha t  we . . . pe rhaps  i n  some depar tmen ts  we ' ve  had  l ow  s tandards
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and  peop le  go t  by  p re t t y  eas i l y ,  bu t  I  don ' t  t h i nk  on  t he  who le

tha t  UTEP has  eve r  been  a  p lace  where  no th ing  was  expec ted  o f

anybo dy .

How do  you  fee l  abou t  i t  now?  You  th ink  s tandards  a re  p re t t y

I  ow?

l ' l e l l ,  I  t h i nk  t he  p repa ra t i on  t ha t  t hese  s tuden ts  a re  ge t t i ng  i n

the  h i gh  schoo i s  i s  d read fu l ,  pa r t ' i cu1a r1y  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  H j s to r y .

I t ' s  l i ke  t hey  don ' t  know  how  to  l i s t en .  I t  w i l l  qo  i n  one  ea r

and  ou t  t he  o the r .  They  don ' t  do  the  read ings .  L i ke  many  o f  t hem

in  my  3102  sa id  tha t  Joe  McCar thy  was  the  p res jden t  be tween

Rooseve l t  and  T ruman ,  Jou  know .  I t ' s  j us t  a  r ea l  l ack .

We l1 ,  you  know wha t  t he  h igh  schoo l  t eachers  say .  They  say  tha t

they  come up  f rom the  g rade  schoo l  w i thou t  adequa te  p repa ra t i on

' i n  r ead ing ,  w r i t i ng  and  a r i t hme t i c  and  so  f o r t h .  And  I  don ' t

be l i eve  t ha t  any  o f  t he  t eache rs  a re  t o  b l ame .  I  t h i nk ' i t ' s  t he

soc ia l  env i  r onmen t .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  r espons i  b i l  j t y  i s

i ncu l ca ted  i n  t he  home ve ry  much  any  more  w i th  bo th  pa ren ts  work ing .

I  do  fee l  t ha t  eve ry  s tuden t  has  a  chance  to  l ea rn  i f  he  wan ts  to ,

and  t ha t  you  can ' t  make  a  s tuden t  l ea rn  i f  he  doesn ' t  f ee l  t ha t  he

wan ts  to  o r  t ha t  i t ' s  necessa ry .  And  I  don ' t  be l i eve  you  can  b lame

i t  a l l  on  t he  h i gh  schoo l  p repa ra t i on .  I  t h i nk  t he  t eache rs  t r y .

P lus  t hey  ge t  a  l o t  o f  pee r  p ressu re ,  t oo .

A  l o t  o f  pee r  p ressu re .  Yeah .  When  t hese  k i ds  don ' t  be l i eve  t ha t

t he i r  pee rs  a re  go ing  t o  have  t o  l ea rn ,  why ,  t hey  don ' t  see  why

they  shou ld  have  to  l ea rn  e i t he r .  Bu t  I  used  to  d ig  a t  t hem ve ry

ha rd .  I  gave  t hem week l y  qu i zes .

Wha t  was  you r  f avo r i t e  cou rse  to  teach?

I  guess  Sou thwes te rn  L i t e ra tu re .  I  was  an  l 8 th  Cen tu ry  man  when  I

11
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came down  bu t  I  had  to  teach  eve ry th ing  fo r  a  wh j l e .  I  t augh t

Amer i can  L i t e ra tu re  and  I  t augh t  The  l 8 th  Cen tu ry  and  I  t augh t  The

Shor t  S to ry .  And  then  I  qo t  i n to  the  Sou thwes te rn  L i t e ra tu re  i n

a  ve ry  pecu l i a r  way ,  wh i ch  I ' l l  t e11  you  abou t  i f  you  wan t  me  t o .

Bu t  t ha t  was  the  one  tha t  I  was  the  mos t  en thus ias t i c  abou t .  I

t h i nk  i t  was  good  f o r  t hese  k i ds  t o  l ea rn  abou t  t he i r  own  backg round .

I t  a lways  i s  good  fo r  k ids  to  l ea rn  abou t  t he i r  own  backg round .  So

I  wen t  a t  i t  p re t t y  ha rd  and  we  had  f un  i n  t he  c l ass .  We  ta l ked

abou t  a  l o t  o f  t h ings  tha t  were  no t  s t r i c t ' l y  academic .  I  r emember

I  used  t o  a lways  have  a  f o l k  song  sess ion .  I ' d  b r i ng  t he  gu i t a r

and  some t imes  I  b rough t  some  o the r  mus i c ' i ans .  I  had  t h i s  o l d  f o l k

song  shee t  and  we  wou ld  s ing  fo l k  songs .  And  I  can  remember  tha t

Dr .  W igg ins  saw me go ing  ac ross  the  campus  one  t ime  w i th  my

qu i t a r  and  he  says ,  "Where  you  go ing  w ' i t h  t ha t? "  And  I  sa i d ,  " I  rm

go ing  t o  go  and  t each  my  c l ass . "  And  he  sa id ,  "You  be  ca re fu l . "

Bu t  when  I  f i r s t  came  I  was  l ook ing  f o r  some th ing  t o  do  i n

the  way  o f  a  scho la r l y  p ro iec t .  Anc i  w i th  the  one - room l i b ra ry  no t

much  b igge r  t han  th i s  room,  the re  wasn ' t  ahy th ing  I  cou l  d  ! - -da l

on  the  campus .  So  I  wen t  ou t  t o  S tan fo rd  a t  t he  Chr i s tmas  ho l i days

and  l ooked  f o r  some th ing  ou t  t he re ,  and  I  d i dn ' t  f i nd  any th i ng  I  cou ld

do .  So  I  dec ided  I  was  go ing  to  go  to  a  mee t ing  o f  t he  Texas

Fo lk lo re  Soc ie t y  i n  Aus t i n ,  and  I  wen t .  And  I  don ' t  know whe the r

i t  was  t he  f i r s t  mee t i ng  o r  a t  t he  second ,  bu t  t hey  e l ec ted  me

pres iden t ,  j us t  l i ke  tha t .  And  I  t hough t ,  "My  God ,  wha t  goes  on

he re?  I  don ' t  dese rve  t h i s . "  And  I  d i dn ' t  know  why  t hey  d i d  i t

un t i l  I  f ound  ou t  t ha t  t hey ' d  been  wan t i ng  t o  have  a  j o i n t  mee t i ng

w i th  the  New Mex ico  Fo l  k lo re  Soc ie t y  fo r  yea rs  and  yea rs  and  they

wan ted  to  have  i t  i n  E l  Paso ,  and  the r l ' e  was  nobody  f rom E l  Paso

I2
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to  take  cha rge .  So  the  f i r s t  pe rson  who  showed  up  tha t  showed  any

s igns  o f  be ing  w i l l i ng  t o  t ake  cha rge ,  t hey  made  h im  p res iden t  r i gh t

away ,  and  the re  he  was .

And  then  I  go t  acqua in ted  w i th  J .  F rank  Dob ie  tha t

wdy ,  and  when  he  had  t o  l eave  i n  1936 . . .  He  was  i n  t he  hab i t  o f

hav ing  h ' i s  w i f e  t each  h i s  cou rses .  Budge t  commi t t ee  go t  t i ned  o f

tha t .  So  i n  
. | 936  

when  he  wan ted  to  go  ou t  on  the  Dev i l ' s  R ive r

because  he  sa id  he  had  hay  feve r  (bu t  he  rea11y  wan ted  to  wr i t e  a

book ) ,  t hey  asked  me  to  come down  and  teach  h i s  cou rse .  So  I

packed  up  my  fam i ' l y  and  t raded  houses  w i th  a  p ro fesso r  i n  Aus t i n ,

and  we  wen t  down  and  I  t augh t  t he  cou rse .  I  d id  i t  tw i ce .  i

cou ld  have  done  i t  more ,  bu t  a f te r  two  t imes  I  t hough t ,  "They

be t t e r  g i ve  me  a  j ob  he re . "  So  I  t o l d  t hem so .  They  d i dn ' t  wan t

to  do  tha t .  They  sa id ,  "Sonn ichsen ,  Jou  have  r r l ' dden  o f f  i n  q l l

d i r ec t i ons . "  Bu t  wh j l e  I  was  t he re  I  go t  i n t e res ted  i n  Roy  Bean .

He  used  t o  l i ve  i n  San  An ton io ,  so  i t  was  t he  c l oses t  t o  whe re  I

cou ld  s ta r t  some resea rch ,  so  tha t  go f  me  go ing .

I  s t i l l  w i sh  I  cou ld  have  t aken  t ha t  cou rse .

t ^ Je  had  a  good  t ime .  Dob ie .  t hough t  I  was  no t  go ing  t o  make  i t .

He  had  125  s tuden ts  reg i s te red  when  I  s tepped  in to  the  c lass room.

When  they  found  ou t  t ha t  Dob je  was  no t  go ing  to  teach  i t ,  t hey

s ta r ted  d ropp ing  ou t .  I  t h ink  i  go t  down  to  somewhere  a round  75"

someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  When  they  found  ou t  i t  was  no t  go ing  to  be

pa in fu l " t hey  s ta r t ed  com ing  back  i n "  and  I  ended  up  w i t h  95  s tuden ts .

And  I s t i l l " hea r  f r om some  o f  t hem.  We  had  a  good  t ime .

Te l l  me  abou t  t he  facu l t y  qua r . t e t .

l , l e11 ,  we  neve r  had  a  fo rma l l y  o rgan ized  facu l t y  qua r te t ,  Bu t

the re  were  t imes  when  i t  was  a  good  i dea  fo r  us  to  p rov ide  some

I J
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en ten ta inmen t .  Then  we  wou ld  ge t  t oge the r  a  qua r te t  o r  an  oc te t  o r

wha teve r  showed  up .  l , l e  f rec ru i t ed_7  anybody  tha t  cou ld  s ing  pa r t s

/ ' and_7  we 'd  s ing  a  few  t imes .  The re  were  t imes  when  we  had

par t ' i es  fo r  t he  facu l t y  where  we  had  wha t  t hey  ca l l ed  s ing ing

wa j t e r s ,  and  t ha t  was  t he  qua r te t  o r  t he  cho rus ,  and  we  wou ld

se rve  wha teve r  was  se rved  and  then  we 'd  ge t  t oge the r  and  s ing  some

barbershop for  them. That  was i  t .  But  ' i t  was never  anyth i  r1g

tha t  was  we ' | 1 -o rgan i zed  o r  i n t ended  t o  be .

C :  Te l l  me  abou t  some o f  t he  facu l t y  pa r t i es .  D id  you  ge t  t oge the r

qu i  t e  o f ten  ?

Yeah ,  we  go t  t oge the r  a  g rea t  dea l .  We  go t  t oge the r  much  more

than  we  cou ld  do  a f te r  t he  facu l t y  became too  l a rge ,  l i ke  now

when  they  can ' t  a l l  r ea l l y  ge t  t oge the r  a t  one  t ime .  Somet imes

they  have  to  s tagger  the ' i r  mee t ings  and  have  them fo r  two  o r

th ree  days ,  l i ke  the  convoca t i on  ce remony .  h le re  you  the re?

Yeah .

Do  you  remember  Dr .  l 4on roe  had  those . . . I  t h ink  he  had  two  days ,

d i dn ' t  he?  0 r  a t  l eas t  he  had  peop le  com ing  i n  a t  d i f f e ren t

t jmes  because  they  cou ldn ' t  a j1  ge t  t he re  a t  once .  Yeah .  I

don ' t  know,  I  wou ld  have  to  sea rch  my  memory  to  th ink  o f  ve ry

many  o f  t hese  t h i ngs .  The  one  I  r emember  bes t ,  I  t h i nk ,  we1 '1 ,

we  had  some good  p i cn i cs .  The  f i r s t  one  I  wen t  t o  was  ou t  i n  t he

sand  duneS,  d f l d  I  had  neve r  seen  a  p i cn i c  on  ba re  g round  be fo re .

I f  you  d i dn ' t  have  g rass ,  you  d i dn ' t  have  a  p i cn i c .  You  had  t o

have  a  t ree ,  t oo ,  you  know.

I ' lhere were the sand dunes ? Down by the r i  ver?

l , . | e l l .  down  by  the  r i ve r ,  ou t  wes t  o f  t he  r i ve r ,  f yes_7 .  I '  don ' t

r emember  i f  we  eve r  had  one  a t  The  Rocks .  I  don ' t  know  tha t  you
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know about  The Rocks ?

We11 ,  whe re  exac t l y  i s  t ha t?

We11 ,  I ' d  have  t noub le  t e l l i ng  you ,  bu t  I  t h i nk  we  p robab l y  wen t

ac ross  the  Coun t ry  C lub  B r idge  and  headed  wes t  and  s topped

whe reve r  we  f ound  a  good  p ' l ace  t o  bu i l d  a  f i r e  and  have  a  l i t t l e

ge t - toge the r .  Bu t  t he  pa r t i es  I  remember  bes t  were  a t  t he

l ^ l a rehouse ,  wh i ch  i s  whe re  t he  L i be ra l  A r t s  bu i l d i ng  i s  now .  I t

was  ca l l ed  the  l , l a rehouse  because  somebody  named  l , Ja re  had  bu i l t  i t ,

no t  because  i t  was  a  warehouse  l i ke  the  way  we  use  the  te rm now.

And  Dr .  E l k ins  and  Dr .  W igg ' i ns  bo th  had  pa r t i es  fo r  t he  facu l t y

a t  t he i r  house  a t  l eas t  once  a  yea r  and  we  a l l  came in  fo rma l

d ress .  D r .  E l k i ns  sa id  he  t hough t  i t  d i d  t he  f acu l t y  good  t o

dress up once a year .  l4aybe i  t  d ' i  d ,  I  don r  t  know.

t l hy  d i  d  they  ca ' | 1  h im  Bu l  I  ?

We11 ,  he  was  a  f oo tba l l  p l aye r ,  an  A l l -Amer j can  a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y

o f  Texas .  I  guess  t ha t  he  p robab l y  cha rged  abou t  l i ke  a  bu11 ,

I  don ' t  know .  Maybe  i t  r e fe r red  t o  h i s  l i ngu i s t i c  hab i t s .  ( ' l  augh te r )

D id  you  know  the  Wor re l l s ,  o r  had  t hey  gone?

We11 ,  Dean  Wor re l l  had  gone  when  I  came he re ,  bu t  I  d id  know

Frank l i n  Seamon ,  F rank  Seamon .  I  d i dn ' t  know  h i s  b ro the r ,

who  was  dead  be fo re  I  came,  bu t  F rank  Seamon  and  h i s  w i fe .  They

were  hosp i t ab le  peop le ,  t oo .  I  had  many  a  pa r t y  i n  t he i r  house "

Bu t  t he  Wor re l l ' s  house  was  on  campus ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  Do  you  remember

them te l f i ng . . .

A re  you  t h i nk i ng  abou t  Cap  K idd ' s  o l d  house?

No ,  I  was  t h i nk i ng  abou t  t he  Wor re l l  house .

I  t hough t  t he  Wor re l l  house  l vas  ove r  on  Nor th  Kansas  S t ree t  where

Dr .  Knapp  l i ved .
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The  Cap  K idds  I  j ved  t he re  l a te r  on .

Mrs .  Knapp  s t i l l  l i ves  ' i n  t he re?

Mrs .  Knapp  s t i l l  l i ves  t he re ,  yeah .  Bu t  Wor re l l  was  gone ,  and

one  o f  t he  Seamons .  t l ha t  was  the  o the r  Seamon 's  name?

1-tne /  on ly  / -name-7 I  remember is  Frank.

And  h i s  w i f e  was  a  V i r g i n i a  l ady  and  she  l oved  t o  en te r t a i n  and

be  g rac ious .  And  she  was .

We l l ,  one  o f  t he  t h " i ngs  D r .  Mon roe ' s  wan t i ng  us  t o  f i nd  ou t  i s

i  f  t he  Wor re l  I  s  had  any  ch i  I  d ren .

As  f a r  as  I  know ,  no t .  I ' d  neve r  hea rd  o f  t he i r  hav ing  any

ch i l d ren .  Bu t  he  wen t  o f f  t o  Hawa j ' i  ,  d i dn ' t  he?  I  t h ' i nk  t ha t ' s

where  he  wen t ,  and  then  they  neve r  came back .  He  d ied  ra the r  young .

Bu t  i f  he  had  any  ch i l d ren  I  neve r  head  o f  i t ,  and  I  t h i nk  I

wou l  d  have .

S ince  the  E l  Paso  a rea  has  a lways  had  l a rge  numbers  o f  Mex ican

Amer i cans ,  when  d id  the  Mex ican  Amer i cans  be ing  to  appear  i n

/ - you r  c lasses_7?

ln le l l .  t hey  were  w i th  us  f rom the  beg inn ing ,  I  wou ld  guess .  They

te l l  me  a  f ou r t h  o f  t he  m in ing  eng inee rs  i n  Mex i co  we re  t r a i ned

a t  ou r  un i ve rs ' i t y ,  so  we  had  pa r t i cu l a r l y  s t r ong  rep resen ta t i on

f rom good  Mex ican  boys  who  came up  and  took  ou r  cou rses .  The re  was  one

named ,T res  Pa lac ios  tha t  I  r e rnember ,  and  Emr : l i o  Pe inado- . - you  p robab ly  know

abou t  h im- -and  tha t ' s  t he  man  who  bu i ' l t  my  house .  He  became a

bu i l de r .  Though t  you 'd  know  h im .

Pe i  nado? ;

Pe inado , , yes  we  had  seve ra l  Pe inados  i n  t he re ,  and  t hen  a  l o t

mo re .  I  cou ld  men t i on  a  l o t  o f  names ,  bu t  o f  cou rse  you  cou ld  go

th rough  the  ea r l y  F lowshee ts .  I f  you  don t '  have  them,  I  do .  I
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guess  t hey  wou ld  be  ava i l ab le  t hen?

Yes ,  t hey ' r e  i n  t he  Admiss ions  0 f f i ce .

Yeah ,  you  cou ld  f i nd  ou t  who  a l l  was  the re .  The re  was  a  p rob lem

abou t  soc ia l  l i f e .  Fo r  a  wh i l e  t hey  d i dn ' t  ge t  i n t o  so ro r i t i e s ,

fo r  i ns tance ,  when  they  go t  so ro r i t i es .  Then  seve ra l  peop le  who

were  o f  m j xed  b l ood  began  t o  ge t  i n ,  and  I  don ' t  know ,  I  don ' t

t h ink  the re  a re  any  ba rs  up  now,  a re  the re?

No .  No ,  i n  f ac t  t he  so ro r i t i e s  a re  now  p redom inan t l y  Span i sh

s urn amed .

A re  they?  Yeah .

Bu t  I  was  t he  sponso r  o f  t he  f i r s t  Mex i can  soc ia l  g roup .  And  I

t hough t  we  needed ' i t  and  t hey  wan ted  me  to  do  i t ,  and  I  ve r y  happ i l y

ag reed  to  j t .  So  we  had  cons jde rab le  deba te  abou t  wha t  t o

ca l l  , i t ,  so  we  ca l l ed  i t  } l u  Ep i s l ono  MEX.  And  even tua l l y

they got  r i  d  of  that  because they fe l  t  that  there was an i rnp ' l  r 'cat ion

o f  deg rada t ' i on  o r  condescens ion  o r  wha teve r  you  wan t  t o  ca l l  i t ,  i n

tha t .  They  fe l t  t ha t  t ha t  worked  aga ins t  t hem.  I  was  ou t  o f  i t  by

then  so  I  d i dn ' t  have  any th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  i t ,  bu t  t hey  ca1 ' l ed

themse l ves  t he  Campus  Co l l eagues .  And  I  t h i nk  t hey  j us t  na tu ra l l y

d i sappea red  a f t e r  a  wh i l e .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  t hey  ac tua l l y  d i sbanded

bu t  t hey  j us t  we ren ' t  t he re  any  more .

0n  campus  i n  the  fo r t i es  the re  was  a  na t i ona l  H ispan ic  f ra te rn i t y

o r  so ro r i t y  f o r  ma jo rs  o f  Span ish  who  were  Span ish -su rnamed .

I t  was  an  academic  fo rgan iza t i on_7?  I  don ' t  r emember  any th ing

abou t  t ha t  a t  a l  I  .

I  don ' t  know  whe the r  I  ough t  t o  say  t h ' i s  o r  no t ,  bu t  I  t h i nk

i t ' s  pa r t  o f  t he  reco rd  and  I  ough t  t o  t e l l  you  abou t  i t .  We  had

t roub le  i n  t ha t  so ro r i t y  because  o f  t he  c l ass  d i s t i nc t i ons  among
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the  Mex ican Amer ican s tudents  themse lves .  I  remember  I  was

ter r ib ly  ashamed o f  what  I  d id  one t ime.  !_ 'A_7 commi t tee  came to

me and asked me to  speak  to  a  par t i cu la r  g i r ' l  who they  thought

was no t  d ress ' ing  the  way she ought  to .

I nnusrj
Course  she  cou ldn ' t  do  any th i ng  hbou t  i t .  She  cou ld  on l y  wea r

wha t  she  had .  And  I  shou ld  neve r  have  done  / - i I  7 ,  shou ld  neve r

have  done  i t ,  and  I  hu r t  he r .  I t  bo the rs  me  s t i l l .  Bu t  t ha t

i n t roduced  me  to  the  fac t  t ha t  t he re  i s  j us t  as  much  c lass

d i sc r im ina t i on  i n  Mex i co  as  t he re  i s  i n  t h i s  coun t r y  aga ins t

La t i nos .  And  you  know  tha t  t ha t ' s  t r ue  and  i t r s  a  sad  t h i ng .  Bu t

I  f i nd ,  I ' ve  a lways  f e l t  t ha t  t h i s  i s  no t  any th i ng  t ha t  you  can

leg i s l a te  ou t .  I t ' s  some th ing  t ha t ' s  on  t he  l eve l  o f  i ns t i nc t  and

i t ' s  a  human  t r a i t  r a the r  t han  j us t  a  t r a i t  o f  a  pa r t i cu l a r  soc ia l

g roup .  And  i  t h j nk  t ha t  i t ' s  some th ing  we  mus t  a lways  w res t l e

w i t h .  I  don ' t  t h i nk  we  w i l l  eve r  ge t  r i d  o f  t he  peck ing  o rde r ,

t ha t ' s  wh i t t  i t  r ea l l y  amoun ts  to .  Bu t  I  was  happy  tha t  I  cou ld  do

wha t  I  cou ld  to  fu r the r  t he  cause  w i th  respec t  t o  t ha t  f i r s t  La t i n

Amer j can  f ra te rn ' i t y  and  i t  makes  me  happy  tha t  t h ings  a re  be t te r

now.

I  have  a  cous in  who ,  l as t  yea r  she  was  t he  Homecoming  cand ida te

fo r  Ch i  0mega  and  was  f i r s t  runner -up  o r  someth ' i ng ,  wh ich  was

n i ce .

I t  g i ves  you  a  good  f ee l i ng  t ha t  t ha t  can  happen ,  doesn ' t  i t ?

I 'm  g1ad ,  I 'm  g1ad .  I ' ve  a lways  sa id ,  I  made  a  speech  one  t ime

tha t  I  ca l I ed  "Ha rva rd  on  t he  Bo rde r . "  Have  you  seen  t ha t?

I ' ve  seen  i t  on  bumper  s t i c ke rs .

Yes ,  I ' ve  seen  i t  on  bumper  s t i c ke rs .

1B

R:

R :



C.L .  Sonn i chsen

Yeah ,  we l l ,  t he  f i r s t  t ime  I  eve r  saw  i t ,  i t  was r  w€ l l ,  he re  on

th i s  campus .  Somebody  had  a  TCM s t i cke r  t ha t  sa fd ,  "Harva rd  on

the  bo rde r . "  Don ' t  know where  i t  came f rom.  Bu t  I  had  a  chance

to  make  a  speech  fo r  B i l l  S t ra in  when  he  re t i f ed ,  so  I  wen t  i n to

a l l  t ha t .  And  I  t o ld  them I  f e l t  t ha t  t he  ma in  reason  fo r "  be r ' ng

fne re i_  was  tha t  we  had  a  chance  to  work  w i th  these  two  cu l tu res

and  tha t  ou r  s i t ua t i on  demanded  i t  and  tha t  we  ough t  t o  do  i t .

And  I  t h ink  they  have  done  i t  more  and  more ,  and  tha t ' s  wha t

they  ough t  t o  do .  We don ' t  t ake  advan tage  o f  t ha t  oppor tun i t y .

I f  we t ry  to  be Harvard on the border ,  i f  we t ry  to  be a rqedieval

un i ve rs i t y  w i th  cha ins  o f  o f f i ce  and  so  on  ,  / _ * "J  a re  fa r  as tpayo

I  t h i nk .

You served under  a  lo t  o f  d i f fe ren t  admin is t ra t ions .

Yeah,  I  served f rom the  beg inn ing  as  a  four -year  co l leger r fgh t  up

to 1972 when I  ret i  red.

l n j ha t  were  some o f  t he  s t reng ths  o f  each  admin i s t ra t i on?  Fo r

ins tance  the  f i r s t  p res iden t ,  Ba r ry?

t , t l e l l ,  Ba r ry  v las  a  sh i f t  boss .  He  was  a  m in ing  eng inee r  and  he

commanded  t he  f acu l t y ,  i s  wha t  he  d i d .  He  d i dn ' t  make  a l l  t he

dec i s i ons  h imse l f ,  I ' l l  say  t ha t  f o r  h im .  He  ca l ' l ed  f acu l t y

mee t ings  whenever  he  was  i n  doub t  abou t  any th ing r  so  we  had

innumerab le  facu l t y  mee t ' i ngs ,  a ' lways  on  the  top  f l oo r  o f  0 ld  Ma jn .

I  can  remember  Mr .  D rake  and  I  go ing  up  the  s ta i r s  t oge the r  t o

ano the r  one ,  and  Mr .  D rake  wou ' l d  s tomp on  the  s ta i r s  and  say ,

"Damn,  ( s tomp)  ,  damn,  ( s tomp)  da ryn ,  ( s to r l p )  ,  "  I  i  ke  tha t .

because  he  d i dn ' t  I  i ke  t hem.
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have  the  same ideas  tha t  mos t  academjc  peop leo  mos t  academica ' l 1y

t ra ined  p res iden ts  ,  / - have_- / .  He  was  a  spec ia l i s t  i n  educa t i on  f rom

Hard jn -S immons  and  he  was  the  one  who  ca l l ed  a  facu l t y  mee t ing  one

t ime - - I  t h i nk  I ' ve  t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  1nany  t imes  and  you ' ve  p robab l v

hea rd  i t - - and  he  had  sa id  t ha t  t he re  was  some  d i ssa t i s f ac t i on  abou t

the  way  the  facu l t y  was  be ing  t rea ted .  He  sa id  he  wan ted  us  to

know tha t  he  took  the  same a t t i t ude  towards  the  facu l t y  t ha t  he

wou ld  have  i f  he  was  buy ing  mu les .  Sa id  i t  was  h i s  bus iness  t o

ge t  as  much  mu le  fo r  h i s  money  as  he  cou ld .

0h ,  dea r .

I  can  see  h i s  po in t  o f  v i ew .  I ' l ha t  was  b r i ng ' i ng  th i s  a l l  on  v las

tha t  t he re  was  beg inn ' i ng  to  be  a  demand  fo r  resea rch  and  he  d idn ' t

t h i nk  t ha t  we  cou ld  eve r  be  a  resea rch  i ns t i t u t i on .  He  sa id  we

were  a  t each ing  i ns t i t u t i on .  " I f  you  wan t  t o  do  resea rch  you  can

do  j t  on  you r  own  t ime , "  he  sa id .  "And  i f  t ha t  i sn ' t  t he  way  you

l i ke  ' i t , "  he  sa ' i d ,  " I  w i l l  be  g l ad  t o iw r i t e  you  a  recommenda t i on

for  any school  you want  to  go to .  "  So that  was when Dr.  Bachmann

inv i t ed  us  t o  h i s  home  to  see  a  nevv  f acu l t y  p i c t u re  be  unve i l ed ,

a  p i c tu re  o f  t he  20  mu le  bo rox  team.  And  a f te r  t ha t  he  a lways

ca l l ed  us  Doss ie ' s  mu les .  So  we  had  ou r  g row ing  up  t o  do  abou t  r e l a t i ons

be tween  t he  f acu l t y  and  t he  adm in i s t r a t i on .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  we

prog ressed  f rom wha t  was  essen t i a l l y  a  h igh -schoo ' l  t ype  o f  admin i s t ra -

t i on  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace  t o  a  co l l ege - t ype  adm in i s t r a t i on .  Then  we

had  t o  ge t  on  t o  a  un i ve rs i t y  1eve1 ,  and  I  t h i nk  t he  f acu l t y  sena te

had  a  good  dea l  t o  do  w i th  tha t .  I t  was  a  l ong  t ime  be fo re  we  had

facu ' l t y  rep resen ta t i on  f rom any  k ind  o f  body  wh ich  cou ld  a t  l eas t

recommend  a  cou rse  o f  ac t i on  t o  t he  adm jn i s t r a t i on ,  bu t  f i na l l y

t ha t  happened .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  cou ld  be  ove rdone ,  t oo ,  and  you  can
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was te  a  l o t  o f  t ime  w i t h  t ha t  so r t  o f  t h i ng .

I  remember  we  d id  was te  a  l o t  o f  t ime .  When  Dr .  Smi l rey

was  e l ec ted  f o r  h i s  second  adm in i s t r a t i on  we  had  a  se lec t i on  com-

mi t tee  the  way  we  a lways  do ,  and  we  were  to ' l d  by  these  peop le  i n

Aus t i n  t ha t  Sm i l ey  was  no t  t o  be  cons ide red  as  a  cand ida te .

and  so  we  cons ide red  eve rybody  e l se "  t l e  b rough t  t hem in  f rom as

fa r  away  as  Indones ia  and  w ined  them and  d ined  them and  in te r -

v iewed  them and  t r i ed  to  make  up  ou r  m inds .  And  then  we  go t

a message f rom Harry  Ransom that  Dr .  Sm' i ley was the candidate

he  p re fe r red .  I  do  no t  know wha t  mach ina t i ons  wen t  on  backs tage .  0 f

cou rse  Sm' i i ey  had  been  a t  t he  Un ' i ve rs i t y ,  you  know,  and  d jd  a  good

job  down  the re ,  so  a f t e r  a l l  ou r  de l i be ra t j ons  we  we re  p rac t i ca l l y

' i n s t r uc ted  wh i ch  man  t o  choose .  And  s i nce  we  a l l  l i ked  Sm i l ey  we

were  g l ad  t o  do  i t ,  bu t  t ha t  k i nd  o f  t h i ng ,  o f  cou rse ,  you  have  t o

t i l l  t he  so i l  and  p ' l an t  t he  seeds  be fo re  the  facu l t y  i s  rega rded  as

any th ing  more  than  h i red  he ' l p "  A f te r  a  wh i l e  we  became p ro fesso rs

tha t  had  some  d ign i t y ,  bu t  i t  t ook  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e .

Le t ' s  t a l k  abou !  t he  Eng ' l i sh  Depa r tmen t .  I t  r ea l l y  g rew  wh i l e

S : I , l e l l ,  o f  cou rse ,  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace ,  when  I  f i r s t  came  i t  was

p re t t y  ha rd  to  f i ave  an  Eng l i sh  ma jo r  w i thou t  some peop le  to  teach

spec ia l i zed  Eng l l i sh  cou rses .  Tha t ' s  why  I  had  t o  do  so  much  o f  i t

myse l  f - -w i t hou !  adequa te  p repa ra t i on  i n  many  cases .  Bu t  o f  cou rse

I  go t  i t  up  the  lbes t  I  cou ld ,  and a f te r  !_ 'uJ  wh i le  / ' i n_ /  some

of  the  th ings  I  go t  to  be  a  p re t ty  good spec ia l i s t .  I  even taught

Mi  I  t on  be fo re  i  t  was  a l ' l  ove r !  wh i  ch  was  so rne th i  ng  I  ' d  wan ted  to

do  bu t  I  d i dn ' t  have  ve ry  many  c reden t i a l s .  I  neve r  d i d  any

research  on  h im"  I  unders tand  you ' ve  go t  a  p re t t y  good  M ' i 1 ton

2I
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man  the re  now .  I  don ' t  whe the r  he  ge t s  any  peop le  i n  h i s  c l asses .

Does  he?

Yes .  He ' s  ve ry  f l amboyan t .

I s  he?

And  I  t h ink  by  the  power  o f  h i s  pe rsona l i t y  / -he  has  a t t rac ted

students_.1.

I s  t h i s  Ga l l aghe r  r ve ' r e  t a l  k i ng  abou t?

Yes  .

Yeah .  I  had  neve r  hea rd  how we l l  he  was  do ' i nE .  Bu t  I  know a t

f i r s t  t he re  was  some t roub le  abou t  ge t t ' i ng  s tuden ts  w i th  h im ,

bu t  he ' s  go t  t hem com ing  now .

0h  yes ,  yes .  He ' s  ve ry  good .

Tha t ' s  g rea t ,  yeah .  So  we  began  t o  en la rge  t he  Eng l i sh  Depa r tmen t ,

b r i ng ing  i n  new  peop le ,  and  so  I  had  t o  g i ve  up  some  o f  t he  t h i ngs

tha t  I  had  been  teach ing .  I  gave  up  w i th  g rea t  reg re t  The  l 8 th

Cen tu ry ,  bu t  we  go t  a  good  l 8 th  cen tu ry  man  in  and  I  t hough t ,

"We l l ,  he  be t t e r  have  i t  and  I ' l l  s t i c k  t o  my  Sou thwes te rn  L i t e ra tu re , "

and  tha t ' s  t he  way  i t  wen t .  When  I  was  dean  o f  t he  Gradua te  Schoo l

I  kep t  two  cou rses .  I  t augh t  ha l f - t ime  wh i l e  I  was  a  f u l l - t ime

dean .  And  tha t  was  a  good  i dea  tha t  I  d id  i t  because  i f  you  g i ve  up

those  c l asses  you  don ' t  ge t  t hem back ,  t hey  ge t  somebody  e l se  i n

to  teach  them.  l , ' l hen  Dean  Thomas ,  who  hadn ' t  been  teach ing  a t  a l l ,

when  he  had  to  go  back  to  teach ing  the re  was  no th ing  fo r  h im  to

teach,  so he conducted tours of  s tudents down to the smel ter .  So

I  t augh t  two  c lasses  and  was  ab le  to  ro ta te  them,  and  I  keo t

pret ty  near ly  my fu l1  reper tory  of  courses.  And when I  had to  go

back  t o  f u l l - t ime  t each ' i ng , t hen  I  had  some th ing  t o  t each .

Bu t  you 'd  have  t o  say  t he  t h i ng  evo ' l ved .  0 f  cou rse ,  i t  was
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awfu l l y  ha rd  fo r  us  to  j us t i f y  g radua te  work .  why  shou ld  we  have

gradua te  work?  we  needed  an  M.A .  f o r  t eachers ,  so  why  can ' t  v {e

have  a  g radua te  ma jo r  i n  Eng l i sh?  F ina l l y  we  d i d .  The  b i g  hass te  came

when  we  se t  up  a  sys tem-w ide  g radua te  schoo l ,  and  tha t  was  wh i l e

I  was  dean .

Wha t  yea r  was  tha t?

we1 '1 ,  I  became  a  dean  i n  1960 ,  I  was  dean  un t i l  1967 ,  so  i t  wou rd

have  to  have  been  in  the re  somet ime .  Bu t  t he  i dea  was  to  se t  up

a  sys tem-w ide  g radua te  schoo l ,  and  I  made  innumbrab le  t r i ps  to

Aus t i n  to  the  g radua te  schoo l  mee t ings .  A l r  t he  deans  f rom a l l

t he  g radua te  schoo ls  came in  and  we  hoped  tha t  maybe  we  wou ld  have

an  in te rchange  o f  cou rses .  Tha t  was  where  we  wen t  ag round  w j th  the

Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas .  They  were  no t  abou t  t o  admi t  t ha t  t he

g radua te  cou rses  we  taugh t  were  on  pa r  w f th  the i r s .  so  when  we

t r i ed  t o  ge t  t ha t  imp ]emen ted ,  t he  who le  t h i ng  j us t  co l l apsed .

I t ' s  so r t  o f  l i ke  wha t  wd ' r e  t r y i ng  t o  do  now  i n  t he  H i s to r y

Depar tmen t ,  t r y i ng  to  do  a  j o in t  Ph .D .  p rog ram w i th  the  un i ve rs i t y

o f  Texas .

Yeah .  You  go ing  t o  have  any  l uck?

l ^Je11 ,  we  may  have .  | . l e  may  ge t  i t  i n  Bo rde r  H is to ry .  Osca r  Mar t ' i nez

i s  wo rk i ng  f o r  i t  and  he  says ' i t  l ooks  p re t t y  good ,  because  i f  t hey

can  do  some  o f  t he i r  cou rse  wo rk  i n  Aus t i n  and  some  o f  t he i r  cou rses

here  fo r  Bo rde r  H is to ry ,  t he j  may  see  the  1og ic .  Bu t  i t , s  been

ve ry  ha rd .

Who  i s  you r  bes t  con tac t  down  the re?

l , l e11 ,  John  M i l l e r  i n  Aus t i n ,  and  a l so  t he  peop le  i n  La t i n  Amer i can

S.uud i  es  .

The re ' s  one  tha t  I  shou ld  know because  he  used  to  teach  a t  UTEp
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fo r  a  l i t t l e  wh i le ,  bu t  I  can , t  reca l l  h i s  name r igh t  now.

Rudy de  la  Garza  who,  taught  a t  UTEP.

No.  No ,  he  ' s  o l  de r  than  tha t .  He  ' s  in  fo l  k1  o re  .

0h ,  yes .  Amer i co  Paredes .

Amer i co ,  yedh .  I  t h ink  he  wou ld  be  a  good  f r f end  to  ask  because

he  knows  us .  Bu t  you  see ,  t he  b ig  t roub le  was  a l l  t hose  peop le

down  the re ,  many  o f  t hem f rom the  eas t ,  cou ld  neve r  t h ink  o f  us

as  any th ing  bu t  a  l i t t l e  cow co l l ege  ou t  i n  t he  s t i cks  where  we

probab ly  wen t  ba re foo t  ac ross  the  campus  and  had  no  pavemen ts  and

wa l ked  on  cov l  t r a i l s .

Tha t ' s  t he  same  image  t ha t ' s  s t opp ing  us .

They  s t i 11  have  i t  t o  a  l a rge  ex ten t .  so  when  Dr .  Ray  was  p res iden t

he got  around that .  F le  made sure that  they saw what  we had.  He

wou ld  ask  fo r  a  depar tmen ta l  eva lua t i on  and  he 'd  have  somebody

f rom Aus t i n  come ou t  and  l ook  us  ove r ,  and  they  a lways  wen t  back

w i th  a  much  be t te r  impress ion  than  they 'd  had  be fo re ,  because  they

had  neve r  seen  us .  They  d i dn ' t  know  any th i ng  abou t  us ,  and  you

a lways  fee l  t ha t  any th ing  you  don ' t  know abou t  mus t  be  i n fe r i o r ,

you  know.  Tha t ' s  human  na tu re .  Bu t  he  managed  to  change  tha t  image

a  good  dea l  by  i us t  b r i ng ing  them ou t  t he re  and  l e t t i ng  them look .

Cou rse  we  had  a  ru l e ,  wh i ch  I  t h i nk  was  a  hea l t hy  one ,  t ha t

we  wou ld  no t  h i re  facu l t y  f rom the  un i ve rs i t y  o f  rexas ,  f rom ou r

own  comp ' l ex ,  and  wha t  we  wan ted  was  to  m ix  i t  up ,  you  know,  b r i ng

in  good  b ' l ood  f r om ou t s i de  and  no t  j us t  use  ou r . . .  I t ' s  k i nd  o f

i nb reed ing  tha t  you  ge t .  Bu t  some o f  ou r  bes t  peop le  d id  come

f rom Texas ,  o f  cou rse ,  l i ke  Ray  Pas t .  He  was  f rom Texas .  I

b rough t  h im  ou t  he re  and  he lped  h im  b reak  l oose  f rom the  Eng l i sh

Depar tmen t ,  so  he  s ta r ted  h i s  L ingu is t i cs  p rog ram.  There  were
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qu i te  a  number  more .  Bu t  I  th ink  we  go t  even  w j th  them a  l i t t l e
I

b i t  by . . . a l l  t he  who le  f acu l t y ,  t hey ' d  l i ke  t o  d i spose  o f  t he j r

own  s tuden ts ,  o f  cou rse ,  so  they 'd  ge t  t hem ou t  he re .  Bu t  some

o f  t he  good  ones  we  we re  g l ad  we  go t ,  and  I  don ' t  t h i nk  we  l e t  i t

go  too  fa r .  I  don ' t  t h ink  we  became s imp ly  a  co lony  the  way  the

Un ive rs i t y  o f  Ch icago  became a  co lony  o f  Harva rd  back  i n  t he  ea r l y

1900s .  They  reg re t ted  i t .

A re  we  m iss i ng  a  b i g  oppo r tun i t y  t o  t a l k  abou t  some th ing

impor tan t  he re  now?  I  keep  runn ing  a ' l ong .

No ,  t h i s  i s  impo r tan t .

I ' d  l i ke  t o  know ,  wha t  was  you r  mos t  r ewa rd ing  expe r i ence  a t  t he

Un i ve rs'i ty ?

?5

R:

S : 0h ,  t hose  a re  a lways  so  ha rd  to  answer .

the  mos t  beau t i f u l  woman  you  eve r  me t? "

We l i ,  wha t  i s  some th ing  t ha t  s t ands  ou t

c l ass room,  t ha t  you  f e l t  you  rea11y  go t

from ?

I t ' s  I  i  ke  ask ing "  " f , l ho  i s

i n  you r  m ind ,  l i ke  i n  t he

a  l o t  o f  sa t ' i s f ac t i on

I  a lways  had  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  sa t i s f ac t i on  a t  t he  end  o f  eve ry  c l ass .

( l augh te r )  t t o t  because  I  d i dn ' t  en joy  do ing  i t  bu t  because  I  go t

a  l i f t  ou t  o f  t each ing ,  and  I  a lways  f e l t  be t t e r  a f t e r  I  had  been

' i n  c l ass .  I  have  t he  same  th i ng  when  I  make  a  t a l k .  I  a lways

d read  them ahead  o f  t ime ,  bu t  r ^ rhen  I  ge t  w i th  those  peop l  e  and

we  have  good  rappo r t  and  I  f i n i sh ,  I 'm  g l ad  I  d i d  i t  and  i t  makes

me fee l  good .  I  was  wa l  k ing  a  
' l i t t l e  

h ' i ghe r  t han  I  d ' i d  be fo re .

So  tha t  was  one  o f  t he  th ings ,  was  [uJ  common exper ience  fo r  me .  I

l oved  to  teach  these  k ids .  The  funny  th ing  was  tha t  when  i t  was

t ime  f o r  me  t o  s top  t each ' i ng  I  l e f t  my  l as t  c l ass  w i t hou t  any

g rea t  reg re t ,  no  ce remony  o r  t ea rs  o r  any th ing .  I  j us t  t augh t  i t
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and  tha t  was  the  end .  I  l ove  to  te l l  abou t  wha t  happened  a f te r

the  c lasses  were  a l l  ove r .  You  know,  I  made  the  Commencemen t

speech .  Have  you  hea rd  t h i s  s t o r y?

Go ahead .

I  t hough t  you  had .

Te l  I  i t .

I  made the Commencement  speech and they gave me a1 ' l  k i  nds of

good ies ,  and  I  s t agge red  o f f  t he  p l a t f o rm  heav i l y  l oaded .  Then  I

wen t  t o  my  o f f i ce  the  nex t  morn ing  and  they  had  tu rned  o f f  my

phone .  So  I  accep ted  an  o f fe r  t o  come to  the  A r i zona  H js to r i ca l

Soc ' i e t y .  Now  tha t ' s  t he  way  I  t e11  i t .  I t ' s  no t  s t r i c t l y  t r ue .

They  tu rned  o f f  my  phone  because  I  was  no t  go ing  to  be  us ing  the

o f f i ce  tha t  summer ,  bu t  I  d jd  accep t  t h i s  j ob  ove r  he re  be fo re

schoo l  was  ou t ,  rea ' | 1y ,  I  had  been  app roached  abou t  i t .  They

needed  an  ed i t o r  and  I  t hough t  I  cou ld  do  i t .  I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk  my

w i fe  wou ld  wan t  t o  come.  She  was  bo rn  i n  Las  Cruces ,  she  g rew up

in  E l  Paso ,  and  I  d i dn ' t  r ea l i ze  how  g lad  she  was  t o  ge t  ou t  o f

town .  I  sa id ,  "Sha l ' l  we  go  to  A r r ' zona?"  And  she  sa i  d ,

" ' ,^lhen can v',e start?"

So  the  po in t  vvas ,  o f  cou rse ,  we  had  my  f r i ends  and  we  had

he r  f r i ends  and  we  had  ou r  f r i ends ,  and  she  f e l t . . . she  sa id ,  " I

f ee l  l i ke  a  puppe t  on  a  s t r i ng . "  And  I  t h i nk  f acu l t y  w i ves  some-

t imes  can  f ee l  t ha t  way  i f  t hey . . .we l l ,  she  was  popu la r  and  she

was  I  i  ve ' l y  and  eve rybody  1  i  ked  to  have  he r  a round ,  so  she  was  i  n

some  demand .  So ,  she  was  g l ad  t o  have  a  l i t t l e  r es t .  She ' s  had

' i t  ove r  he re ,  t hough  i t  has  bu i l t  up  a ' l i t t l e  a t  a  t ime ,  so

she ' s  j us t  abou t  as  busy  now  as  she  was  t hen .

l{ow di d you meet your wi fe ?
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She  was  i n  one  o f  my  c l asses .

Wou ld  you  m ind  / - t e l l i ng  us  abou t  i t J?

Bu t ,  I  had  known  he r .  I  knew he r  i n  1930  when  she  was  a  s tuden t

bu t  i  d i dn ' t  t each  he r  t hen .  Bu t  she  had  been  mar r i ed  and  he r

husband  had  d i ed .  She 'd  been  d i vo rced  and  she  was  mar r i ed  aga in .

Bu t  she  was  i n  a  c l ass  o f  m ine  and  I  knew  he r  some ,  and  i t  j u s t

so r t  o f  wo rked  ou t  na tu ra l l y .  l , . l e  k ind  o f  f i t t ed  toge the r ,  and  we

have  eve r  s i nce .  l l e  have  ou r  28 th  ann i ve rsa ry  p re t t y  qu i ck ,  t h f  s

coming  week .

0h  rea l  1y?

Yeah ,  t h i s  nex t  week .

t r l e11 ,  I  hope  you  bough t  he r  a  n i ce  g i  f t .

Yes .

l , ' l e11 ,  I ' ve  j us t  g i ven  he r  a  $120 ,000  t ownhouse .

0h ,  we l1 ,  t ha t ' s  a  n i ce  g i f t .

Cou rse  I  d i dn ' t  g i ve  i t  t o  he r .  I t  was  ou r  moneyg  and  we r re  busy

now se l ' l i ng  o f f  t he  f u rn i t u re  f r om. . .we  we re  i n  a  b i g  house ,  a

huge  house .  I t ' s  t oo  b ig  fo r  two  peop le .  l l l e  so ld  a  bed  th i s

morn ing .  I  j u s t  p res ided  a t  t he  sa le .

t , t l e1 ' l  ,  t he re  a re  a  l o t  o f  peop le  i n  E ' l  Paso  tha t  a re  s t i l l  r ea l ' l y

upse t  t ha t  you  a1 i  l e f t .

Yes .

' , ,1e '11 ,  I  never  have understood that .  I  know some peopl  e  I  i  ke

Mrs .  Ba l l  we re  shocked  w i t h  t ha t - -we  had  no  bus iness  do ing  t ha t .

S ince  the re  was  no th ing  much  fo r  me  to  s tay  fo r .  I  cou ld  have  gone

on  l im i t ed  se rv i ce ,  bu t  I  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o  s i nce  t h i s  was  a  good

job ,  cha i fp€ rson .  I  wou ld  have  a  good  re t i r emen t  and  I ' ve  been

ab ' l e  t o  save  a l l  t he  money  I  made  he re .  Tha t ' s  how come we  cou ld
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buy  t h ' i s  t ownhouse  w i t h  cash .  So ,  i  f e l t  i t  was  t he  t h i ng  t ha t  I

a lmos t  had  t o  do .  Bu t  I  had  been  a  pa r t  o f  i t  f o r  so  l ong  and

my  roo ts  were  so  deep ,  I  guess  they  fe l t  t ha t  I  shou ld  be  the re

a  l ong  t ime .  Bu t  i f  I  had  s tayed  I  wou ld  s t i l l  be  mak ing  t hose

speeches  to  the  Women 's  C lub  and  runn ing  myse l f  ragged  do ing  th ings

a round  town .  Tha t  was  p robab ly  hea l thy  fo r  me .  I  had  a  new l i f e .

A t  70  you  don ' t  a lways  have  a  new  l i f e .  I  had  a  new  one  and  i t

was a pret ty  good one.

l , , le l  I ,  B i  l l  T immons keeps so busy now.

Yeah .  We11 ,  T immons  has  a  na tu ra l  a f f i n i t y  f o r  ge t t i ng  h imse l f

i nvo l ved  i n  t h i ngs  and  he ' s  done  a  good  j ob  w i t h  wha t  he ' s  done .

He ' s  en thus ias t i c  and  1 i ve l y  and  makes  peop le  en thus ias t i c  and

1 i ve1y ,  so  na tu ra " l ' l y  he ' s  done  we l l .  I  don ' t  unde rs tand  anybody

who  re t i r es  and  f i nds  h imse l f  bo red  to  dea th ,  and  ye t  I  see  them

a l l  t he  t ime .  I t  seems  to  me  t ha t  you  shou ld  p repa re  f o r  you r

re t i r emen t  j us t  as  you ' ye  p repa red  f o r  l i f e "

Tha t ' s  t r ue .  l ^ j e11 ,  I  app rec ia te  t he  t ime  t ha t  you ' ve  t aken  w i t h

u5 .

A re  we  conc l  ud ing?

I  t h i nk  so .  | , l Je ' r e  abou t  ou t  o f  t ape .

you r  who le  morn ing .

I  don ' t  wan t  t o  t ake  up

S :  We11 ,  l -when7  some  o f  t hese  t h i ngs  happen  I  a lways  f ee l  t ha t  I

have  t a l ked  t oo  much  abou t  t h i ngs  t ha t  d i dn ' t  ma t t e r ,  and  t hen  I 'm

ashamed  tha t  we  d i dn ' t  ge t  t o  mo re  ee r i ous  t op i cs ,  maybe .
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