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This issue features a guest
editorial from UTEP Intercolle-
giate Athletic Director, John
Thompson. The following are
some of his thoughts on the up
coming expansion of the WAC
and the '94- 95 athletic season

| FROM THE EDITOR

What a fun and exciting time of the year it is for UTEP athletics.

As the 1994-95 athletic seasons begin, there is great optimism for success both on
and off the playing fields in the UTEP athletic department.

One off-field success that is making news around the country is the expansion of
the Western Athletic Conference. Beginning with the 1996 season, the WAC will add
six new teams, making it the largest conference in the country. The six new teams
will consist of Rice, San Jose State, Southern Methodist, TCU, Tulsa and UNLYV.

Hopefully the expansion will bring increased visibility for the university and the
city of El Paso throughout the state of Texas. The added coverage will allow us to
showcase UTEP as the “diamond in the desert” that it is.

But the showcasing will start a little earlier this year at UTEP, namely in football.
Head football coach Charlie Bailey begins his first year at the helm of the UTEP
football program with new turf in the Sun Bowl, some new athletes in Miner uni-
forms and most importantly, new attitudes among his student-athletes.

Coach Bailey is trying to build a strong foundation of Miner football with athletes
who must be students first and athletes second, the kind of people who have the
character to make it in the classroom as well as on the football field.

Shining brightly as always is future hall-of-famer Don Haskins. The Bear enters
his 34th season as dean of UTEP basketball with a career record of 645-288.

Coach Haskins will be working with a full bench this year after a three-year NCAA
suspension left the Miners very thin in the ranks. What is remarkable is that Coach
Haskins guided the Miners to a “Sweet 16” appearance and did not suffer a losing
season during those three years of probation. Imagine what he can do with a full
squad!

Another gem in the UTEP family is Lady Miner basketball coach Sandra Rushing.
Coach Rushing has done more for Lady Miner basketball in five years than any coach
in the history of UTEP women’s basketball. As each season passes, the Lady Miners
continue to climb the ladder of success.

The Miners’ track and field squad has been returned to its rightful place among
the best in the country due largely to coach Bob Kitchens. A second place NCAA
finish outdoors and a third place NCAA finish indoors highlighted the past track
season. Look for the Miners to remain on top for a long time to come.

Norm Brandl and his Lady Miner volleyball team are showing steady signs of
improvement in one of the toughest volleyball conferences in the country. The Lady
Miners reached two milestones last season in beating powerhouse Texas Tech and
also gaining their first-ever WAC win with a victory over Wyoming. These are two
large steps upon which to build.

In tennis, men’s coach Ron McGaughy racked up another winning season and
returns his top three players from last season. Third-year women’s coach York
Strother returns all but one of his players from last year’s ever-improving squad.

UTEP golf coach Tim Norris has his Miner squad on the right track to the top.
After a year of splitting time between the men’s and women’s teams, Norris will
concentrate strictly on the men’s squad.

We are also making a stronger commitment to women’s athletics at UTEP by
hiring full-time coaches for both women’s rifle and women'’s golf programs.

A new exciting prospect for UTEP athletic fans for the coming year is a program
called Teamline. This is a service that will allow anybody in the country access to
reports and information about UTEP football, men’s and women’s basketball,
volleyball and track by simply calling 1-800-846-4700, access code 7067. Callers will
receive live play-by-play action and other sports information by Jon Teicher.

—John Thompson,
UTEP Intercollegiate Athletic Director




VOLUME 31, NO. 1; NO.119

Editor: Arturo Vasquez
Assistant Editor:

Mary Anne Maier
Managing Editor:
Kathleen Rogers

Art Direction:

John Downey

Graphic Design:

Bobby Daniels and
Carlos Prado

Production Coordination:
Mary Lou Hernandez
Photography: David Flores and
Franklin Mufioz Jr.

Contents © 1994

by the University of Texas

at El Paso

NOVA Quarterly (ISSN 1041-6900)
is published by the News and
Publications Office, UTEP, El Paso,
TX. 79968-0522. NOVA is sent
without obligation to alumni and
friends of the University. Second
class postage paid at El Paso, TX.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to NOVA Quarterly,

The University of Texas at El Paso,
El Paso, TX 79968-0522.

NOVA Quarterly is printed by the Q U A R i & E R I Y

University Printing Division.

ON THE COVER FEATURES

Gouc;Che'ufj?\;hlillu};V Ztiog/ p h‘l’f" Nolan Richardson: 1994 UTEP Distinguished :

montage of INotan hicharason py i

Carlos Prado. Alumnus Climbs to the Top 2
by Bill Knight
Wartime on Campus 13
by Nancy Hamilton

Charlie Bailey: Loyal, Dedicated, Tough,
Sharp, Experienced...UTEP's Football Coach

Takes the Reins &
by John McFall

DEPARTMENTS
Highlights 6
Faculty Profile 8
Alumnews 9

Above right photo: Paydirt Pete greets
some young "future Miners" at the Partners 21
August 27th Minerpalooza festival, the
annual welcome back to school picnic.
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2 « UTEP NOVA

Nolan Richardson worked his way through
the crowd, a throng of thousands outside and
inside the hotel, shaking hands, hugging,
shouting, laughing, letting years of his
frustration melt away.

It was a typical April evening in North
Carolina, but it was a night to remember, to
cherish for a lifetime for Richardson - so far
from his roots in El Paso. Finally, after years
of toiling in the obscurity of the high school
and junior college ranks, Nolan was on top of
the basketball world.

His Arkansas Razorbacks were NCAA
champions — not NIT, not junior college, not
city champions. Nolan Richardson, raised in
south El Paso, a graduate of Bowie High
School and Texas Western College — had taken
the final step in a lifelong trip that rivals a
trek up Mount Everest.

The latest step seemed so far from those
first steps, growing up on East Overland with
his grandmother, a wise lady who taught him
well about the obstacles facing a talented,
intelligent black man in that day’s society.

It was a long way from the time when he
was not allowed into the movies as a child,
when he was not allowed to stay in the hotel
with his teammates on a baseball trip to
Abilene, when he was barred from playing a
basketball game with his Texas Western
teammates in Louisiana . . . a long way
indeed from those times to that summit in
North Carolina last April.




For making the journey and making it with
class, UTEP honors Nolan Richardson during
Homecoming Week Oct. 17-22 as its Distin-
guished Alumnus.

“Despite everything that happened, I think
I was extremely fortunate to grow up in El
Paso,” Richardson said. “El Paso is one of the
most colorblind cities in the nation. And
now, to be honored by a university I'm so
proud of . . . to see it sitting up there on the
hill . . . well, I've had a lot of honors, but this
is one of the greatest. It's special to be
considered with all the great people who have
gone through that institution.”

“This is something that is overdue,” said
Pat Wieland, Chairman of the Distinguished
Alumnus Selection Committee. “Nolan has
obviously distinguished himself. He was the
unanimous choice of the committee — and
that’s unusual. Overdue is probably the best
word here. It's not just that Nolan won a
National Championship and we decided to go
out and get him. Nolan has always been a
very loyal alum and a very distinguished
member of our community.”

Nolan Richardson is a big, broad-shoul-
dered bear of a man. Good thing. Those
shoulders have had a lot to endure in his 52
years, carrying so much up that long climb.

One thing was certain from the very
beginning, though. The gods swooped down
and sprinkled gold dust on his athletic career.
It was always special, always flirting with
greatness. '

As for coaching, well, Richardson was
simply a natural.

“As a youngster, I was usually the big kid in
the neighborhood,” he said, laughing one of
those booming, infectious laughs of his.
“They thought I was too big, too old to be
playing with them, so I ended up being the
coach.

“I wanted to be a professional athlete, but I
figured if I didn't do that, the next best thing
was to coach, to stay close to the games,” he
added.

Oh, he was close all right. His high school
athletic career landed him in the middle of
things. He was selected all-district three
times in basketball, twice in football and
twice in baseball at Bowie High School.
Rumor has it that Richardson was the first
high school player to hit a baseball out of old
Dudley Field. He was selected best athlete at
Bowie High in the spring of 1959.

But anyone who has been around the man
more than a few minutes knows there is far
more to him than just athletic ability. He
walks in and lights up a room. So, naturally,
he was selected class favorite his senior year
at Bowie.

He attended Eastern Arizona Junior
College as a freshman, then stepped onto the
Texas Western campus, continuing that climb
up Everest, never missing a stride.

Richardson averaged 21 points per game
as a sophomore at TWC. He averaged just
13.6 points per game as a junior and 10.5 as a
senior. But his last two years were probably
far more important to his development as a
coach than was that first one.

Don Haskins arrived on the TWC campus
for Richardson’s junior year, roaring and
growling something about defense.

Laughing again, Richardson said, “Yeah,
Coach Haskins took me from a 20-point-a-
game scorer to a 10-point-a-game guy. But
we learned defense, that defense wins
basketball games. It was a great experience,
playing for Coach Haskins. He is simply a
legend, and he was so instrumental in my
career.”

Haskins laughed, too, recalling something
about telling Richardson he wouldn’t be
scoring 20 anymore.

On a more serious note, Haskins said
simply, “Nolan was a great athlete. He could
do it all. He became a great coach and I
couldn’t be any happier for him that he’s won
itall. He deserves it. He’s earned it.”

In 1963, as a senior, Richardson helped
Haskins (and Texas Western College) get to
his first NCAA Tournament. He also led the
Texas Western baseball team in hits, runs
batted in and home runs.

Being a tremendous all-around athlete,
Richardson was courted by teams from all
three major sports—the San Diego Chargers
in football, the Houston Astros in baseball
and the St. Louis Hawks in basketball.

He gave football a try, was injured and
came back to coach junior varsity basketball
and baseball at Bowie High in 1963. Almost
four years later, the old American Basketball
Association opened and Richardson made a
comeback. He was among 80 players who
tried out for the Dallas Chaparrals (now the
San Antonio Spurs) and among 18 the Chaps
signed.

Again, though, he was injured and the

option of coaching called him back to El Paso.

With a few years’ perspective, it now seems
inevitable that he would wind up on the
sidelines, the man in charge, just as he had as
a child - the big guy over there, telling
everyone else what to do.

Richardson returned to Bowie, this time as
head basketball coach - the first black head
coach in a racially mixed high school in the
state of Texas. Problems? Not really.

“Nolan was ideal,” said the late Clay Cox,
the former El Paso Independent School

Richardson (#66) as a ba«ske
player for the Bowie High Bec



 (far right) on the 1963
- basketball team.

Don Haskins

hdﬁson (far left) was signed by
the Dallas Chaparrals.
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District athletic director who hired
Richardson. “He just fit in like a good-fitting
glove. Were there any problems? Lord, no.”

Richardson’s players remember it the same
way. They are all still very much attached to
the man.

“He just has a lot of charisma,” said Ralph
Brewster, who played for Richardson at Bowie
before moving on to Texas Tech and profes-
sional play in Europe. “I owe my basketball
career to him. He’s a remarkable guy and I
love him. I know this has been said many
times, but most of the guys would do
anything for Coach Richardson. Not only was
he our coach, he was our best friend. He
could just walk into a room and everyone
lights up.”

Aurelio Castro, who played for Richardson
at Bowie in the early 1970s said, “He just
really gets the best out of you. He is really
easy to get along with. We knew he went to
Bowie, too. So we knew he understood what
we were facing every day. He went through it
himself.”

Richardson coached 10 years at Bowie,
posting a 180-90 record and taking the Bears
to the regional finals. But being young and
black in Texas in the 1970s was not necessar-
ily conducive to job advancement. It was
always a struggle.

It made the peak of Everest, that summit in
North Carolina last spring, seem so very far
away at times.

Richardson, though, was used to the
struggle. He used those broad shoulders
well—the shoulders and his grandmother’s
advice.

His mother died when he was only three,
and his grandmother, Rose, raised him. She
had been through so much that she under-
stood how to prepare her grandson to face
the world.

“My grandmother had a favorite saying:
‘You've got to do something, so your children
can do something.

“As a youngster, I played on a baseball
team that went to Abilene. I couldn’t stay in a
motel. Thad to stay with an old lady on the
other side of town. When I was at UTEP
(known as Texas Western College when
Richardson attended), we went to play in
Shreveport and I couldn’t play because there
was a Louisiana state law preventing blacks
from playing on the court with whites.

“Those were a lot of embarrassing
situations. But I didn’'t come out of it with a
chip on my shoulder. It’s not going to solve
the problem. You just have to be educated
enough to handle it. And I always tried to
remember my grandmother’s favorite saying.”

Richardson has certainly opened the doors

not only for his children, but many other
children as well.

He was the first black head coach in Texas
at Bowie. He was the only black junior
college coach in Texas when he finally got the
call at Western Texas. He was one of only 13
black head coaches at major universities
when he got the job at the University of Tulsa.
And he became only the second black head
coach to take his team to the Final Four when
he led Arkansas there in 1990.

It was in 1978 when Richardson broke out
of the high school ranks. He got the head
coaching job at tiny Western Texas Junior
College in Snyder. He made the most of the
opportunity.

In three years, he put together an amazing
98-14 record, including a 37-0 mark in 1980 to
win the junior college national champion-
ship. That gave him his next opportunity—
his first Division I head coaching job.

Richardson took four of his junior college
starters with him to Tulsa and, in that first
season, won the prestigious National
Invitation Tournament, beating UTEP and his
old coach, Haskins, along the way. But just
getting to Tulsa was a major accomplishment
in his long career climb.

“Tjust don’t know how to explain the
feeling when they told me I was hired,” he
said. “That has to be one of the greatest
feelings in my life. I'd been wanting it a long
time.”

He spent five years there, a mutual love
affair between a coach and a city. Richardson
went 119-37 during his stay. Before he
arrived, Tulsa had not had a winning season
in five years.

So, naturally, the big university, the big

opportunity, finally came knocking.

It was time for Nolan to move on, to step

| into the national limelight. But before he
| could do it, his shoulders were to have their

biggest test...a test that sometimes seemed
unbearable. Only those big shoulders and a
fierce resolve got him over this stretch of the
climb.

In his final season at Tulsa, the love of his
life, Yvonne, the Richardsons’ teenage
daughter, was diagnosed with leukemia. The
Arkansas job, the fame, was calling. But. ..

“I sat down with her and asked her what
she wanted to do,” he said softly. “She told
me it [Arkansas] was a good job. I told herI
already had a good job. She just said, ‘No,
Daddy, you need to go. Let’s move up. You
need to move forward.””

So Richardson continued to move up the
mountain, taking an Arkansas program that
had been extremely successful under Eddie
Sutton-with a completely different style of



play. Richardson needed to get his own style
of athletes, and it would take a couple of
years.

Yvonne Richardson lost her battle with
leukemia Jan. 22, 1987, just shy of her 17th
birthday, during her father’s second season at
Arkansas. The first year, the Razorbacks went
12-16, the next year 19-14.

There were times when the telephone calls
were just too ugly to believe. There were
bomb threats. There was the time after a
game when police advised him not to go
home.

But even through all that, Richardson’s
mind was on a lovely daughter wasting away.

“For a long time, it was a day-to-day
thing,” he said. “Sometimes I was bitter. I
saw a beautiful girl mutilated. The chemo-
therapy burned her. I saw a very pretty girl
turned into somebody you could hardly
recognize.

b

RS S

“When things aren'’t right, I'm not going to
run.”

No, he just kept climbing.

And now, at last, he is at the top. He spent
13 years at Bowie and Western Texas, trying to
get noticed. In only 14 years at Tulsa and
Arkansas, he has more than done that.

This man has already done enough to earn
a spot in the Hall of Fame one day. But Nolan
Richardson is a fiercely competitive man.

“I want to win another national champion-
ship worse than you could possibly believe,”
he said, the fire still in those deep brown eyes.

To El Pasoans, though, Nolan has always
been a champion. He always returns, he
always greets old friends by first name. Since
Yvonne's death, he has dedicated his off
season to raising money for every charity
imaginable.

Pat Summitt, a coach who is a pioneer in
her own right with three NCAA champion-

Coach Nolan Richardson, with his wife Rose beside him, holds the NCAA championship trophy
as his team celebrates its victory, Monday, April 4, 1994, in Charlotte, N.C.

“We lived a two-year nightmare. Two years
of darkness.”

But again his grandmother’s words were
there:

“She had told me that I would have a lot of
trouble in my life. T always related to that. I'd
tell myself, OK, my daughter’s sick, but she’s
going to be all right. This [basketball]
program is sick, but it’s going to be all right.
These people don't like me. But it will be all
right.

ships at Tennessee, said, “I'll do anything for
Nolan. He is class. He epitomizes the word.”

El Pasoans have known that for years.

But for millions across the nation, it took
that Mount Everest-like climb, a 52- year
journey that relied so heavily on those broad
shoulders and the wise words of his grand-
mother, before they noticed. ®

Richardson (1964), Bowie High
School basketball coach.

“[ want to win
another national
championship worse
than you could

possibly believe. "

Richardson, coach of the
Arkansas Razorbacks.
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HIGHLIGHTS

teams from the other 11 university
' engineering chapters in a number of
performance trials similar to those that
take place each year at the SAE’s Mini-
Baja competition held at UTEP.

The hybrid vehicle envisioned by
UTEP researchers will have a small, 30
horsepower natural gas motorcycle
engine, as well as a bank of batteries and
an electric motor. In times of high
demand, such as acceleration from a
dead stop, the car will operate on
electricity supplied by batteries re-

' charged by a natural gas-driven genera-

| tor. Such vehicles would be ideal in
reducing pollution at the international
bridges where stop-and-go traffic is the
norm.

UTEP plans to employ three engineer-

ing teams organized around the three
major systems of the auto: 1) electrical

Carroll Johnson, associate professor of mechanical and industrial engineering, receives the
keys to a new chrysler Neon from Orval Story of Westside Oldsmobile-Dodge as engineering
students look on. (Photo by Joel Salcido)

ENGINEERS TO
CONVERT
CHRYSLER NEON

An alternative fuels engineering
research project being undertaken by the
University of Texas at El Paso could have
a major impact some day on reducing
motor vehicle emissions in the El Paso/
Juarez region.

UTEP is the proud owner of a new
Chrysler Neon donated by Chrysler
through Westside Oldsmobile/Dodge for
aresearch project that will transform the
gasoline-powered compact into a vehicle
powered by compressed natural gas and
electricity.

UTEP was given the Neon by Chrysler
because its Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) chapter was one of only
12 university chapters in the nation
selected to participate in the SAE 1995
Hybrid Electric Vehicle Challenge.
Altogether, 31 chapters submitted
proposals seeking entry into national
competition to convert a Chrysler Neon
into a non-polluting, fuel-efficient hybrid
car — an auto that uses more than one
source of power.

6 « UTEP NOVA

“Alternate fuels research is very active
right now, and has tremendous potential
for the El Paso area, particularly where
mass transit is concerned,” project
director Carroll Johnson, associate
professor of mechanical and industrial
engineering, explains.

Johnson says the research also is
important to UTEP because it will
provide student support and training
that will be “an invaluable experience”
for engineering students. Start-up
money for the project, which will entail
an estimated 10,000 man hours, is
coming from UTEP he notes, but the
bulk of the $188,000 research project will
come from grants and private solicita-
tions of money and in-kind support.

From 12 to 15 mechanical and
electrical engineering students and four
faculty members will work on the year-
long project. The converted auto will be
shipped to Chrysler in Dearborn, Mich.,
on May 14, 1995, to undergo three weeks
of testing by the automaker’s engineers,
Johnson says.

He says that UTEP students will then
travel to Michigan to compete against

power generation, storage and distribu-
tion; 2) the engine, body, chassis,
suspension and air conditioning; and 3)
the drive train. The third team also will
have responsibility for fuel and battery
storage.

UPWARD BOUND
PROGRAM KICKS
OFF ALUMNI
SEARCH

Since 1966, more than 1,500 students
have participated in the UTEP Upward
Bound Program and director Sandra
Boyd hopes to reunite these individuals
by creating the first Upward Bound
Alumni Association in Texas.

A 13-member committee has been
appointed to organize the alumni search
and reunion. The committee is com-
posed of former Upward Bound partici-
pants who have become prominent
attorneys, politicians, social workers and
other community professionals.

The reunion, scheduled this fall, will
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
Higher Education Act. In 1965, the
legislation established Upward Bound
and a series of programs to help disad-
vantaged students enter and graduate
from college.

“In high school, my counselors did not
talk about college as an option for me,”
says Regino Ortega, a 1970 program



participant. “I thought about becoming a
cotton picker in California and how I
would provide the basics for my family
for day-to-day living. I never thought
about the future.”

Ortega, director of the Lee and Beulah
Moor Children’s Home, says there is a
greater need for the program now than
when he went through. “Children do not
have mentors or hear messages of
empowerment and encouragement on a
consistent basis,” Ortega says. “They
need to see what can happen through the
stories of what we have done.” ‘

Boyd says the reunion is a great
opportunity for at-risk youth in El Paso
to be introduced to the program and
hear the success stories of individuals
who have been able to break the cycle of
poverty by furthering their education.

“Upward Bound was a turning point in
my life,” committee chairman John
Estrada, a social worker with Child
Protective Services, says. “It heightened
my awareness of social services and I
became intrigued as to why these (social
and economic) problems exist.”

For more information regarding the
reunion, call the Upward Bound alumni
phone line at 747-5062.

DEANS PUBLISH
SIMULTANEOUSLY

The three top administrators in the -
College of Liberal Arts have achieved a
rare feat between teaching classes,
research and handling administrative
chores - they each published a book
during the same month.

The trio -Dean Carl Jackson, Associate
Dean Bill Sanders and Assistant Dean
John Dick — published books in May that
explore such disparate topics as Indian
mysticism, gang violence and Protestant
reform.

“It’s rare when a dean publishes a
book at all because he’s usually so busy
with administration,” says Jackson, who
also teaches “A Survey of U.S. History.”

“What makes it even stranger is that it
all'happened out of one office at approxi-
mately the same time,” Sanders adds.

The research on Jackson’s book,
Vedanta for the West: The Ramakrishna
Movement in the United States, dates to
the 1960s when, as a college student at
UCLA, he became intrigued with his
friends’ interest in such Eastern religions
as Zen Buddhism and Hinduism.
Jackson'’s book traces the history of the
Ramakrishna movement in the United
States, which for the first time in 1893

College of Liberal Arts administrators
displaying their recently-published books
are, from left, Associate Dean Bill Sanders,
Assistant Dean John Dick (seated) and Dean
Carl Jackson.

brought the teaching of Eastern religions
to our shores. Today, 12 Vedanta societ-

| ies and about 2,500 followers call
America home.

Assistant Dean Dick’s work on William
Tyndale and the Law, which he co-edited,
dates only to 1991, the date of the

. Sixteenth Century Studies Conference in

| Philadelphia held on the 200th anniver-
sary of the ratification of the Bill of
Rights. Four sessions on the outspoken
English essayist and Protestant reformist
served as the “genesis” of the idea of

'~ editing a collection of essays on Tyndale

- and the law. The result is a book published
by 16 Century Press.

In his contribution to the collection,

| Dick discusses Tyndale’s revelatory ideas
' concerning marriages valid according to
the law of God and his argument against
King Henry VIII's divorce.

Much more contemporary in nature is
associate dean Sanders’ book on San
Diego area gangs that is based on data
gathered over a 12-year period from the
early 1980s to the early 1990s.

Gangbangs and Drive-bys: Grounded
Culture and Juvenile Gang Violence,
published by Aldine de Gruyter of New
York, examines how and why street gangs
| have become so much more violent in

| recent years.

The book explains how drive-by
shootings have replaced “rumbles” as the
primary form of gang violence, and takes
a look at the various forms of gang
violence (assaults, knifings and beat-
ings), or “gangbangs,” that have evolved
as a major part of the gang culture.
Sanders admitted the book’s release
couldn’t have come at a better time.

“There’s been a lot of interest here and
from other parts of the country, from law
enforcement officials, social workers and
others. It's one of those books that came
out just at the right time,” said Sanders,
who is continuing his research in El Paso
where gang membership is growing and
gang violence is escalating.

FIVE NEwW PH.D.s

IN THE WORKS

The Texas Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board has approved the
university’s plans to work toward
implementation of five new doctoral
programs.

UTEP, which currently offers four
doctorates, has done considerable
planning toward establishing two Ph.D.
programs whose proposals already have
been sent to the University of Texas
Board of Regents — one in administration
and policy analysis, and another in
history.

The administration and policy
analysis program would prepare gradu-
ates to serve as high-level administrators
in government, public education and
other career fields, and to evaluate,
generate and disseminate policy re-
search. It would be an interdepartmental
program with courses taught by faculty
from both the political science and the
educational leadership and foundations
departments.

The proposed doctorate in history
would take advantage of the unique
resources for historical study available in
the El Paso-Juarez region to offer a
special emphasis in borderlands history
not found at any other U.S. university.

Officials say that additional doctoral
degree programs are in the formative
stages of planning. UTEP plans to offer a
Ph.D. in environmental science and
engineering. It would be an interdiscipli-
nary program that addresses, at the
highest scientific and technical levels,
the environmental issues facing the
border region, the nation and the world,
Janet Omundson, assistant vice president
for Academic Affairs, says.

Doctoral degrees in Spanish linguistics
and biological and life sciences are also
in the early planning stages. The Spanish
linguistics degree will take advantage of
the university’s border location and
multicultural student body. The Ph.D. in
biological and life sciences will be
supported by UTEP’s $5 million Border

| Biomedical Research Center.

FALL 1994 « 7



On the surface, Roberto Villarreal
exudes a quiet, courteous manner.
Don’t be fooled by his calm demeanor.
Underneath burns a deep inner
passion and a commitment to help
young people who have come from
backgrounds similar to his. Born the
son of a migrant farm family in Karnes
County, a small rural area in south
Texas, young Roberto joined in the
seasonal migration throughout much
of his childhood.

Villarreal’s long journey from a poor,
largely uneducated family background
to his current position as the associate
vice president of academic affairs is a
story of family support, determination
and a deep hunger for learning. Like
most children of migrant farm workers,
Roberto rarely went to school in the fall,
which was the harvest season for farm
workers. All of his brothers and sisters
dropped out of school by the third
grade. He finally finished high school
atage 22.

Roberto had no plans for going
beyond high school at the time, but
during his senior year his physics
teacher brought in a test for the class to
find out if any students might be
college material. Villarreal took the
test, but he recalls, “I was scared,
frankly, because I wanted to be college
material, but I was very afraid they
would tell me I was not. I had always
gotten that message before. I was
already defeated.”

Roberto was surprised to learn he
was college material. Itlit a fire in
Roberto Villarreal to pursue his
education. He enrolled in Texas A &I
University as a history major. On the
advice of an academic counselor, who
told him that only coaches taught
history and that his surname would
preclude his finding a job in that area,
he changed his major and got his
bachelor’s degree in biological
sciences. After teaching in the public
schools for a few years, his love of
learning led him to pursue additional
academic degrees. He received two
master’s degree and a Ph.D. in political
science from the University of
Oklahoma.

Villarreal’s life experiences have
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VILLARREAL.:

HARVESTING A
FIELD OF DREAMS

by Kathleen Rogers

fostered a special empathy for UTEP
students because he understands the
family commitment it takes to support
these students in their pursuit of higher
education. He observes, “Truly, for me
to go to school took my parents and
every brother and sister that I have. I
am indebted to them for the rest of my
life. They were very unselfish.”

Martine Flores (B.A.’85; M.Ed. ’87) ,
an instructor at Rio Hondo Community
College, Calif., was a former student of
Villarreal’s and found him to be an
ideal mentor and a source of personal
inspiration. “Dr. Villarreal was a God-
send to me. This was someone I could
talk to, who understood the odyssey I
was on, the struggles with family,
school and finances. He reaffirmed my
belief that you can do something in this
world and become something no
matter what your background.”

It was Villarreal’s feeling that UTEP
was indeed a special place thatled him
to accept a teaching position in
political science in 1976. He recalls his
initial experience on the campus: “I
went to the cafeteria, and it might seem
silly, but I was excited to see that they
were selling menudo. I had never seen
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this on any other campus. I turned
around and said, ‘Wow!" The point isn’t
that they were selling menudo, but that
it reflected acceptance of someone
else’s culture.”

During Villarreal’s 18 years at UTEP,
he has served in a variety of
administrative posts and has become a
leading expert on border politics. He
has been chair of the political science
department and director of the
Chicano Studies Research Center.
Despite his administrative roles,
Villarreal retains close ties to the
political science department. “As a
colleague he’s a warm, helpful and
accessible person. He’s in the building
at least once a day. He always sets aside
time to keep up his relationships with
colleagues. That’s hard to do for a busy
administrator,” says Kathleen Staudt,
chair of the political science
department. Even with his busy
administrative schedule, Villarreal has
continued to teach classes and conduct
research, and he remains active in the
community.

Describing his work at UTEP and in
the community, he says, “I think my
work has been about how to build a
better bridge between the two
culturally dominant groups in this
community. Itis nota question of
being on either side, but being in the
middle. That is the roughest part. You
have to give each side a fair share. 1
think that concept has made this
university strong.”

“Roberto is called upon often by the
community for his knowledge and
input on border issues and politics.
He’s a real bridge builder, he’s always
building coalitions. There are too few
people like that in this world,” adds
Kathleen Staudt.

Villarreal is proud he has been able to
be a part of the progress UTEP has
made in providing an education to
minorities. “It has not been an easy
task, nor executed flawlessly. But we
are making progress and it is definitely
far better than a generation ago. UTEP
has offered me a wonderful
opportunity to give and to take. I hope
only that I have given as much as I have
taken.”



THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

UTEP’s Alumni Association is an
organization of former students and
faculty members that promotes the
interests and general welfare of the
university. The association assists UTEP
in its mission of achieving academic
excellence by supporting and sponsoring
valuable programs, projects, and activi-
ties. The Alumni Association also serves
as a conduit for fellowship. In sponsoring
several activities, the association provides
opportunities for alumni to come together
and participate as a group in the growth
of their alma mater.

Joining the Alumni Association is one
way UTEP graduates have demonstrated
their commitment to the university and
its past, present and future students. If
you aren’t a current Alumni Association
member and wish to join, send a mini-
mum annual contribution of $25 per
person to the academic program of your
choice. Mail your donation to the UTEP
Alumni Association, Office of Develop-
ment and Alumni Affairs, University of
Texas at El Paso, El Paso, Tex., 79968.
Include your year of graduation or the
years you attended UTEP on your check,
and indicate the college, department,
academic program or scholarship for
which your donation is intended. A
membership card will be mailed to you
upon receipt of your contribution.

THE NOMINEES ARE..

The Alumni Association is currently
accepting nominations for the 1995
Distinguished Alumnus Award. Do you
know a UTEP graduate who

* demonstrates a continuing interest,
loyalty, and pride in UTEP;

e is distinguished in his or her business,
profession, life work, or other worthy
endeavor;

» has made contributions to the community,
state, and/or nation;

* faculty, staff, students, and alumni will
take pride in and be inspired as a result of this
individual’s recognition; and,

¢ will be able to personally accept the award
(except in cases where the award is being
conferred posthumously)?

If so, send us your suggestion. You
could be the one to nominate our next
winner. For more information or a
nomination form, call the Alumni
Office at 747-5533.

ALUMNEWS
by Karen Biddle

o

MINERPALOOZA -

R

Paydirt Pete pins a student sumo wrestler at the '94 Miner Palooza

94 KICK-OFF PICNIC AND FESTIVAL

On Saturday, August 27, the Alumni
Association held its annual picnic to
kick off the new school year. This year
the Association joined forces with the
Union Programs Office to create a
street festival event, complete with six
hours of continuous music, ranging
from country to alternative rock, plus
dramatic entertainment, family
games, arts and crafts, and food.
Families of alumni, students, faculty
and staff gathered on the alumni,
geology and museum lawns, Leech

Grove, and on the blocked streets of
Hawthorne and Kirby to picnic and
enjoy all the festivities, including
trying their skills at volleyball, basket-
ball toss, and even sumo wrestling.

Our incoming freshmen and
families turned out in great numbers
to celebrate their arrival at UTEP.
After a day of building spirit, the
cheerleaders led the crowd in an
evening pep rally where coaches and
athletes mingled with the fans.

Great fun was had by all.

TRAVELS ACROSS TEXAS

President Diana Natalicio, alumni
coordinator Marcia Cohen, represen-
tatives of the athletic department, and
members of the Alumni Association
were in Dallas September 12 to attend
the annual meeting of the UTEP
Alumni Association’s North Texas
Chapter. More than 75 alumni from
the Dallas area were in attendance.
The group re-elected the current
chapter officers (Robert Jimenez,
president; Manny Arciniega, vice-

president; Robert Vargas, secretary/
treasurer) and listened to an update
from Natalicio on the University.

The UTEP envoy then headed on to
Houston the following day where they
hosted a reception for area alumni.
Natalicio, Cohen, and others greeted
and socialized with a group of over 70
UTEP grads. The group’s enthusiasm
and Miner spirit led to plans to
establish an Alumni Association
chapter in Houston.
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LEADING THE WAY
IN©94: UTEP'S
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
BOARD

We are pleased to provide a more in-
depth look at our current Alumni
Association officers and directors. These
dedicated individuals are leaders in their
chosen professions and are not only
sharing their expertise but providing
direction and leadership to our Alumni
Association:

JOSEPH MULLINGS, President (B.B.A
Finance, 1984)

Mr. Mullings is vice-president of
commercial lending for Texas Commerce
Bank. Since graduating from UTEP, he
has actively participated in numerous
University committees such as student
recruitment, homecoming, and top ten
senior. His service as an Alumni Associa-
tion officer began in 1991 as treasurer,
and continued in 92 as vice president
and in '93 as president-elect. Mr.
Mullings also served as a member of the
Westside Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board, Westside Library Building
Committee, El Paso Jaycees, and Junior
Achievement.

MARTINI DEGROAT, President-Elect
(B.A. Business Administration, 1978)

Mrs. DeGroat is the area manager of
public affairs for Southwestern Bell
Telephone. She chaired Homecoming in
’93, the annual picnic in '91, and top ten
seniors in '90. Mrs. DeGroat’s service as
an Alumni Association officer began in
'92 as treasurer, followed by her appoint-
ment as vice president in '93. She also
serves on the following boards: Chamber
of Commerce, Executive Forum, and
Junior Achievement.

JOHN SHAW, Vice President (B.S.
Metallurgy Engineering, 1968)

Mr. Shaw is the general manager of
American Smelting and Refining Com-
pany (ASARCO). Last year, he served as
treasurer of the Alumni Association, and
from 1986-88, was a member of the
Alumni Association Board. He is also
involved in the Rotary Club and serves on
the CrimeStoppers Board.

RON RUSH, Treasurer (B.B.A. Busi-
ness, 1970)

Mr. Rush is the president of Lawyers
Title Company and has held various
professional positions with the Texas
Land Title Association. He has served as
a board member of the Alumni Associa-
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tion and is currently involved with the
UTEP Miner Foundation, the Downtown
Touchdown Club, and the American
Heart Association.

ROMELIA RAMOS JUAREZ, Secretary
(B.B. Computer Science, 1988)

Mrs. Juarez is the vice president of
Han-D-Pac Products. She is also active
with the Austin High School Alumni
Association.

DORIS GOODMAN, Past President
(B.A. Psychology, 1980; M.A. Clinical
Psychology, 1982)

Mrs. Goodman is the owner of Train-
ing Partners, a firm specializing in
training and human resource develop-
ment. She has served as president ('93),
president-elect ('92), vice president ('91),
and treasurer ('90) of the Alumni Associa-
tion. She is a board member of the
American Heart Association, El Paso
Mental Health Association, American
Association of Training and Develop-

“ment, and the American Society of

Personnel Administrators.

RAFAEL ADAME, Director (B.B.A.
Business, 1980)

Mr. Adame is the president and CEO of
Federal Systems Group. He is a graduate
of Leadership El Paso and is active in the
Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce,
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Boys
and Girls Club, the American Heart
Association, and the Public Utility
Regulation Commission.

TONY G. CONDE, Director (B.S. Civil
Engineering, 1953)

Mr. Conde is president of Conde, Inc.,
a consulting firm that provides services
in architecture, engineering, planning,
and surveying. In 1978, he was selected
the Small Businessman of Year for El
Paso. He has served as a member of the
UTEP 2001 Commission and is an active
member of the El Paso Art Museum,
Home Builders Association, and Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers.

KEN GEORGE, Director (B.A. Educa-
tion, 1957; M.Ed. Education, 1960)

Mr. George, formerly an assistant
football coach at UTEP, is assistant
superintendent with the El Paso Inde-
pendent School District. He is an officer
of the newly formed College of Education
Alumni Association and is past president,
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