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Lucy Acosta
Interviewed by Mario T. Garc' ia

0ctober 28, I  982

TAPE #I

G:  ! ' l ou ld  you f i rs t ,  Mrs .  Acos ta ,  g ive  some persona l  background

in fo rmat ion  on  you.  l , lhy  don ' t  you  te l l  me a  l i t i l e  b i t  in

terms of  your background, where you were born,  where you

were  ra ised,  a  l i t t le  b i t  about  your  educat ion  and so  fo r th .

A :  I ' l l  be  ve ry  g lad  to  do  tha t .  I  was  born  in  M iami ,  A r i zona

and I  was  born  in  1926.  And jn  . |932 
our  en t i re  fami ly

l i v ing  jn  M iami ,  because  o f  the  Depress ion  and  the  c los ing

of  a l l  the  copper  mines ,  we o f  course  had to  mbve.  A l l  our

en t i re  fami ly  moved.  My mother  had a l ready  moved to  E l  paso

and  she  had  a  house  wa i t jng  fo r  us  when  my b ro ther  and  I . . .

By  the  way,  my fa ther  was k i l led  in  a  copper  mine  in  Miami

when I  was only about three years old,  my brother was on)y

a  year  and ha l f "  And my mother  was a  w idow a t ,  good gr ie f ,

I  guess  a t  the  age  o f  17 ,  ]8 ,  ' cause  she  mar r ied  rea l  young ,

you  know;  I  th ink  she  was  
. l8 ,  

19 ,  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  And

so consequent ly  w j th  the  money f rom my fa ther 's  acc ident  we

were  ab le  to  surv ive  the  Depress ion ,  because they  used to

send rny  bro ther  and I  bo th  a  pens ion  o f  f i f t y  do l la rs .  Wou ld

you be l ieve  tha t ' s  what  we used to  sus ta in  our  who le  en t i re

fami ly--rny mother,  my grandmother and my aunts and unc' les

and my brother and I .  But that  was a great f ,or tune at  that

t ime,  you know,  we were  ab le  to  pay  ren t  and every th ing  e lse

wi th  what  we were  g iven because o f  my fa ther 's  death .  And

then of  coLlrse my mother then brought us al l  to El  Paso.



G:

A:

Lucy Acosta

She worked  I  th jnk  fo r  f i veo  s jx  do l la rs  a  week .

h/hat year did you move to El  Paso?

h,Je  moved to  E l  Paso in  1932.  S ince  I  was  born  in

what  was  I ,  abou t  f i ve ,  s i x ,  sonre th ing  l i ke  tha t ,

mate ' l y .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  was  qu i te  s i x ,  because  I

s ta r t  schoo l  t ' i l l  January .  I  d ' idn ' t  s ta r t  schoo l

away,  so  I  must ' ve  been /about  s i / .

So  your  mother  worked as  a  maid  in  E l  Paso?

As a  majd .  She earned the  who le  b ig  amount  /as /  a

cooker  and every th ing  e lse ,  here  jn  [ l  Paso.

' 26 ,

approx i  -

d ' i dn ' t

r i  gh t

ma id ,

G: In  an  Ang lo  home?

A:  in  a  Jew ish  home,  Ang lo  more  o r  less .

G:  She went  and worked on  the  nor ths ide  and then came back  in

th e ev en'i ng ?

A:  R lgh t .

G:  Where  d id  you I  i ve  a t  tha t  t ime?

When  we  l anded  i n  E l  Paso ,  we  l i ved  i n  S i x th  and  E l  paso .

And  I  l i ved  t he re  up  un t i l  t he  t i n re  t ha t  I  mamied ,  wh i ch

t^ las jn  . l948,  
a f ter  my husband had returned f rom Wor ld l l ' la r  I I .

0 f  cou rse ,  l ^ Jo r l d  l n l a r  I I  was ,  as  you ' r e  I 'm  su re  f am j l ' i a r  w j t h ,

was . . . t ook  a  wa r  t o  ge t  a  l o t  o f  us  t o  r ea l l y  open  ou r  eyes

and  to  rea1 ly  see  how much  we  had  been  d ' i sc r jm ina ted  a long  a l l

t hese  many  yea rs .  And  a l l  t he  th ings  tha t  we  found  ou tn  r i ke

I  t e l i  you ,  I  f i nd  ou t  some th ' i ng  new  eve ry  day ,  and ' i t ' s  amaz ing ,

amazing,  how we a lways took everyth ing that  was handed out  to

us ,  t ha t  we  we re  a lways  t he . . .
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I t ' s  a  ques t ion  o f  consc iousness .

Yeah,  r igh t ,  r igh t .  ln le ' re  very  consc ious  o f  i t  now.  And

even though a  1o t  o f  us  do  no t  car ry  tha t  ch ip  on  our  shou lder

because  we know be t te r ,  bu t  s t i l l  we ' re  fami l i a r .  L i ke  I  Sdy ,

my God,  i t  took  a  war  to  educate  a  lo t  o f  us  and rea11y,  you

know, let  us open our eyes to how we were being treated and

how much more we need to educate ourselves and promote our-

se lves  to  be  ab le  to  su rv ive .

What  l c ind  o f  home d id  you l i ve ' in  when you moved to  E l  paso?

In  a  tenement .  ! , Je  s ta r ted  ou t  w i th  a  two- room house;  we l l ,

apartment,  i f  you want to cal l  tenements /apartments/ .  A .Ltg-

- f jq jg is what we used to cal l  them, you knclw, not a tenement

or  f la ts  o r  no t  a  fancy  name l i ke  tha t ,  jus t  a  regu la r  what

they used to cal l  a . ryes!1g at  that  t ime. And we had four-

rooms and we a l l  l i ved  there .  My mother ,  then,  remar r ied

about  a  coup le  o f  years  a f te r  we had go t ten  hene,  and my

step fa ther  was the  one tha t  ra ised  us  very  we l l .  As  a  mat te r

o f  fac t ,  my s tep fa ther  s t i l l  l i ves  w i th  me.  F ly  mother  passed

away 10  years  ago.  And he  was such a  good man.

What  d id  he  do ,  wha t  was  h is  occupa t ion?

He was  a  b r i ck layer .  He  was  born  here  in  E l  paso .  A l l  h i s

bro thers  and s js te rs  were  born  here  in  E l  paso.  My mother

was a lso  born  in  E l  Paso,  bu t  they  moved arcund to  d i f fe ren t

m' in ing  towns.  L ike  in  Tyrone,  New Mex ico ,  one o f  my unc les

was born,  then two of  my aunts were born here and my mother,

and then another one here and there,  lou know. They moved

around in  min ing  towns ' cause my gnandfa ther  was in  the

u .

n .
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min ing  bus iness ,  so  consequent ly  tha t ' s  where  my rno ther

met  my fa ther .  And she mar r jed ' in  Miami r  J lou  know.  But

then she moved back  to  E l  Paso dur ing  the  Depress ion  tha t

my father had d' ied and we had to move out of  Miami.  There

was no th  j  ng  there  fo r  us ,  i  t  was  jus t  such a  smal ' l  m i  n i  ng

town.  I t  was  jus t  comp le te ly  dead  l ' i ke  a l l  the  o ther  m in ing

towns dur ing  the  Depress ion .  So we l i ved  in  the  Depress ion .

Mos t  o f  my  1 i fe ,  o f  course ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  we  were  a

l ' i t t le  be t te r  o f f  than the  nex t  fami ly  tha t  l i ved  nex t  door ,

I  wou ld  say .  I  th jnk  a l l  ' i n  a l l  the  tenement  house tha t  we

moved in ,  S ix th  and E l  Paso. . .  And by  the  way tha t ' s  to . rn

down now because tha t ' s  where  the  br idge is ,  the  Santa  Fe

Br idge,  coming.  I t  was  par t  o f  the  Cham jza l  .  l , le l  l ,  tha t

par t i cu la r  p iece  o f  p roper ty  was no t  because tha t ,s  where

the  b r idge  jus t  ba re ly ,  you  know. . .

But they had to knock ' i t  dcwn.

R igh t ,  sure ,  sure ,  they  knocked down a l l  my hunt ing  grounds,

i f  tha t ' s  wha t  you  want  to  ca l l  i t .  And  they  had  to  g ive  i t

back  to  Mex jco ,  wh ich  was the  th ing  tha t  they  had to  do ,  be-

cause ac tua l l y  i t  was  Mex jcan te r r i to ry .

What was your maiden name, by the way?

Gr i  ja1va.  Gr r '  ja l  va ,  Lucy  M.  And you wonder  why I  have such a

fancy  name as  Lucy ,  i t ' s  such a  compl ica ted  s to ry .  But  rea11y

my father,  h is mother 's name was Luciana. And my mother hated

tha t  name.  And ac tua l l y  my bapt ' i smal  cer t i f i ca te  and my b i r th

cer t i f i ca tes  show Mar ja  Ange la  Socorno Gr i ja lva ,  wou ld  you be l ieve?

G:
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But  s ince  my fa ther  jus t  d idn ' t  l i ke  those  nan . les  and  my

mother  d jdn ' t  l i ke  the  o ther ,  so  my  fa then  s ta r ted  ca l l i ng

me Lucy, and that 's how I  got  Lucy. I  need to have my name

changed by my sons that are both at torneys, so tnat I  can

be 
' lega l  

nowl  A t  the  t i rne  when I  go  reg is te r  fo r  med icare

and  so  fo r th ,  I 'm  gonna  have  a  heck  o f  a  t ime ,  I , l l  t e l l

you .  But  anyway,  th is  i s  how my name came about .

And o f  course ,  when we d jd  land in  E l  paso,  I  had per -

haps  a  l i t t l e  wha t  I  used  to  ca1 ' l  rny  ace  in  the  ho1e ,  be-

cause  I  a l ready  knew how to  speak  Eng f i sh  because  tha t ' s  a l l

we  spoke  jn  Ar i zona .

In  your  home you  spoke  Eng l i sh?

In  my home.  Wel l  see ,  a l l  my aunts  and my unc les  were  go ing

to  schoo l  ' i n  Ar izona.  And when they  were  smal l ,  we l ' l  ,  o f

course  they  spoke  no th jng  bu t  Eng l i sh .  So  consequen t l y ,  I

knew how to  speak ,  you  known the  language rea l  we l l .  My

grandma d idn ' t  speak  a  word  o f  Eng l i sh ,  so  tha t  meant  I

d idn ' t  know how to  speak  Span ish  very  we l1 ,  bu t  however ,  my

grandma and I  used to conrnun. icate very wel l .

So  when I  came to  E l  Paso ,  when  we landed . in  E l  paso ,

much to  my surpr ise  i  thought  i t  was  a  ho te l  tha t  we were

gonna  l i ve  in .  And  I  kep t  ask ing  my mother ,  "When ane  we

gonna move to  a  house?"  Because in  Ar izona we used to  have a

house .  I t  wasn ' t  any th ing  to  b rag  abou t ,  bu t  i t  was  a  fou r -

room house and i t  had a  yard  and every th ing  e lse .  And I

jus t  cou ldn ' t  see  myse l f  fenced in .  And to  bootn  we were

A .
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u .

A :

ups ta i rs .  I t  was  a  two  s to ry  bu i ld ing ,  you  know.

So you thought  i t  was  a  ho te l?

Yeah,  I  though t  i t  was  a  ho te l .  See ,  I ,d  never  been

in  a  ho te l ,  so  tha t ' s  what  i  thought .  And then to  my

surp r i se  in  the  morn ing  when i  ge t  up ,  ' cause  we go t

here  rea l  l a te  a t  n igh t ,  and  in  the  morn ing  tha t  I

s ta r ted  see i  ng  a1  
' l  

these.  .  .  no th i  ng  bu t  Mex ican peop ' l  e

there  a t  the  bar r io ,  and  the  ch i ld ren  cou ldn ' t  speak

a  word  o f  [ng1 ish ,  and  we cou ldn ' t  conrnun ica te .

0h ,  so  you  cou ldn ' t  speak  Span ish  and  they  cou ldn , t

speak  tng l  i sh .

I  cou ldn ' t  speak  Span ish  and  they  cou ldn ' t  speak  tng l  i sh .

Bu t  I ' l l  t e11  you ,  I  su re  lea rned  p re t t y  qu ick .  I  te l l

you ,  in  th ree  weeks  I  v ras  speak ing  l  i ke  a  na t - i ve .  yes ,

because tha t  meant  tha t  I  cou ldn ' t  ta lk  o r  p ' lay  w. i th  any-

body. And to me that t , tas,  oh,  that  was the worst  th ing

tha t  cou ld  happen to  me.  I  love  to  assoc ia te ,  and I  love

to  p lay  and  I  l j ked  to . . .  My  b ro ther  was  a  l j t t l e  younger

so  o f  course  he  a lso  go t  to . . .he  cou ld  speak  tng l " i sh  bu t

no t  much  Span ish ,  bu t  he  lea rned

And w i th  your  mother  you  spoke  Eng l i sh?

With my mother,  y€s.  With my mother and my grandmother.  My

dad a lso .  Even my s tepdad,  Eng l ish ,  because my s tepdad,  you

know,  he  can speak  pre t ty  good Eng l jsh  r igh t  now.  My mother

used to  murder  the  Eng ' l i sh  language,  bu t  she  cou ld  make her -

se l f  unders tand.  And my grandch i ld ren  now,  every  t ime they

A:
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th ink ahout  her  they say,  "Gee,  Mom, my grandma sure mur-

de rs  the  Eng l  i  s  h  Language .  "

L i ke  fo r  i ns tance  she  used  to  say ,  L i l J  she  was  sup -

posed  to  go  somewher ,e ,  she 'd  come to  me  and  she  says ,  " I

d i dn ' t  wen t . "  And  I  sa i d ,  "Mo the r r  l ou  don ' t  say ,  , I

d l ' dn ' t  wen t , '  you  say ,  ' I  d i dn ' t  go .  " '  And  t hen  she 'd

sdy ,  "Go ,  wen tn  I  d i dn ' t  ge t  t he re  anyway . "  You  know ,

th i s  t ype .  Because  he r  educa t i on  was  up  to  th i rd  g rade

a t  Aoy  Schoo l  where  i  wen t  t o  schoo l ,  co inc iden t l y ,  be -

cause  t ha t  was  t he i r  ba r r i o  on  Kansas ,  we l l ,  whe re  Aoy

School  / r?  r ight  now,  there used to be some houses there.

They threw them down now and they 've got  the fancy e lder ly

comp lexes  and  a  l o t  o f  f ancy  t h i ngs  t ha t  t hey  d i dn ' t  have

in  sou th  E l  Paso  a t  t ha t  t i n re .

So you went  to  Aoy for  e lementary school?

Yes ,  I  wen t  up  to  the  e igh th  g rade .  And  then  f ron r  Aoy  I  wen t

up  t o  Bow ie ,  s t a r t i ng  i n  t he  n i n th  g rade ,  and  on  t o  g radua te

f rom Bow ie .

l l ow  was  go ing  to  schoo l  a t  Aoy  fn  the  ' 30s?

} , l e l l ,  l e t  me  t e11  you ,  f o r  i ns tance  Aoy  was  t he  l a rges t . . .

t f i i s  i s  i n fo rma t ion  tha t  I  ga the red  l a te r ,  by  ea r .  A t  t ha t

t ime  Aoy  Schoo l  was  the  l a rges t  g rammar  schoo l  o f  t o ta l l y  a

hundred  pe rcen t  Mex ican -Amer i can ,  as  o f  cou rse  was  Bow ie

H i  gh  Schoo l  .

Bu t  you r  t eachers  were  Ang lo  teachers?

A l l  o f  my  teachers ,  eve ry  teacher  tha t  I  had  was  an  Ang lo

teacher .

l l r
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G:  l lha t  k ind  o f  educat ion  d id  you ge t  there?  hJhat  k ind  o f

c lasses  d id  they  want  you to  take?

A:  l ' l e l l ,  I  can  te l1  you  tha t  as  fa r  as  our  be ing  ab le  to

read  and  wr i te  and  so  fo r th ,  exce l len t .  I  even  th ink

much be t te r  than what  they ' re  ge t t ing  today .  Because

we were ,  you  know,  any  o f  us  tha t  rea l l y  wanted  to  buck le

down and  rea l l y  1earn ,  we  wou ld  lea rn ,  because  the i r  c lasses

were  exce l len t .  0 f  course ,  the re 's  so  much  modern iza t ion

nowadays  and so  much,  now,  r igh ts  tha t  supposed ly  the  s tu -

dents  have in  cont ras t  to  what  we had.  I  mean,  a t  tha t  t ime

when I  went  to  g rammar  schoo l ,  i f  we d jd  dometh ing  wrong,

o f  course  we were  a lways  h i t  w j th  the  ru le r ,  o r  i f  the

boys  mi  sbehaved they 'd  take  thenr  to  the  pr i  nc ' ipa1  ' s  o f f  i ce

and whack  'em.  You can ' t  do  tha t  anymore .  You know,  tha t

s tuden t  i s  capab le  o f  j us t  knock ing  your  b lock  o f f ,  espe-

c ia11y  i f  he 's  g rown,  you  know,  and  o f  course  the  teachers

can ' t  take  tha t  k ind  o f  p r i v i l ege  o r  r igh t  and  so  fo r th .

I  don ' t  know whether  tha t  was  good or  bad or  ind i f fe ren t ,

bu t  I  remember  tha t . . .and  th is  I  keep  in  the  back  o f  my  mind ,

because  I  never  had  to  take" i t  because  o f  the  fac t  tha t . . .

I  remember  one t ime we were  hav ing  some type o f  a  spe l l ing

contes t .  And I  remember  very  v iv id ly ,  because ' i f  they

missed a  word ,  they  wou ld  ge t  a  ru le r  in  the  hand.  And th is

i s  the  way  tha t  they  wou1d. . . I  have  a  ru le r  here ,  They  wou ldn ' t

h i t  you  l i ke  th i s ,  you  know,  they 'd  h i t  you  l i ke  th i s .  And  j t

was  hard .  And i t  m jgh t ' ve  been a  hard  way fo r  you  to  learn

and maybe tha t ' l l  nnke you s tudy  the  nex t  day ,  so  tha t  you
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wou ldn ' t  m iss  so  many  words ,  you  know.  I t  neve r  happened

to  me ,  J l0u  know,  bu t  i t  was  tough  to  see  some o f  t hose

k ids  when  they  were  h i t ,  now tha t  you  th ink  abou t  i t .

You  know wha t  e l se  was  ve ry  embar rass ing  when  we

were  i n  schoo l  was  t he  f ac t  t ha t ,  l i ke  I  say  f t  was  du r f ng

the  Depress ion ,  eve rybody  was  so  poo r ,  and  a  l o t  o f  t hese

peop le  the re  a t  t he  ba r r i o  were  be ing  he lped  by  wha t  t hey

ca l l ed . . .wha t  was  i t ,  t l l PA  a t  t he  t ime?  Yeah ,  t a lPA .  And

a  lo t  o f  t he  younger  boys  were  i n  t he  CC Camp.  Wha t  i s  j t ?

C i v i  I  i an  Conse rva t i on  Co rps .

Yeah ,  r i gh . t .  I  r emember  one  o f  my  unc les  wen t  i n to  tha t

to  earn some type of  money,  'cause here they vrere young

fe l l ows  and  t he re  was  no th i ng  t o  ea t ,  no th i ng  t o  do ,  o r

wLratever  the case may be.  But  what  was very degrading

was  no t  t he  fac t  t ha t  a l l  t he  ch i l d ren  d id  no t  have  any

c lo th i ng ,  and  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  mon th ,  o r  once  a  mon th ,

t rucks  wou ld  come by  and  they  wou ld  a l l  ge t  t he  same

co lo r  d ress ,  t he  same  th reads ,  t he  same  eve ry th i ng , . y0u

know,  and  they  wou ld  d i s t r i bu te  the  food  to  a l l  t he  peop le

th. r t  d idn ' t  have food.  l , t re ,  I  ike I  sdyr  wepB ver :y  for tunate

because  we  had  tha t  s teady  pens ion  and  my  mo the r  had  tha t

s teady  j ob  o f  a  who le  f i ve  do l l a rs  a  week .  So  we  were  a

l i t t l e  be t t e r  t han  t he  r r ex t . . .  And  even  we  d idn ' t  have  a t

tha t  t ime  a  f i gu rehead  o f  t he  househo ld  o the r  t han  Grandma- -

you  know,  she  used  to  be  the  who le  th ing - -we  s t i l l  go t  a ' l ong

rea l  we l1 ,  and  she  wou ld  sha re  w i t h  t he  o the r  peop le  du r i ng

the  mon th ,  I  f  t hey  d idn ' t  have  any th ' i ng  to  ea t ,  she  wou l  d
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share  w i th  them.  And then when they  go t  the i r  i tems,

the i r  beans  and sugar  and f lour  and so  fo r th ,  o f  course

they wouid share that wi th her or whatever the case

may be .  And l i ke  I  sa id ,  some o f  these ch i ld ren  used

to  ge t  the  same c lo th ing .  And so  consequent ' l y ,  can

you  imag ine ,  we ' re  a l l  va in ;  I  mean,  we 've  go t  fee l ings .

So  you  cou id  see  the  l i t t l e  g i r l s  go ing  to  schoo l  w i th

the  same dress ,  so  tha t  means tha t  they  d idn ' t  have. . .

0 f  course  everybody was in  the  same boat  so  i t  d idn , t

mat te r .

But  what  I  was  gonna say  was so  degrad ing  in  schoo l ,

and  i  th ink  abou t  i t  and  i t  j us t  k j l l s  me.  Sorne  o f  these

ch i ld ren ,  o f  course  the i r  paren ts ,  the i r  mothers  o r  what -

ever ,  whether  i t ' d  be  because they  d idn ' t  have any  soap

or  d idn ' t . . .  l . l e l l ,  so  you  know the  t jme,  the  hyg iene  and

so fon th ,  was  no t  as  good as  i t  cou ld 've  been and o f  course

they  wou ' ld  have the  hea l th  peop le  o r  the  nurse  or  whoever . i t

was  a t  schoo l ,  used to  check  the  k ids  fo r  l ' i ce  and so  fo r th

in  the i r  ha i r .  And i f  they  found tha t  you  hadn ' t  washed your

ha i r ,  o r  tha t  they  found tha t  you  were  in fes ted  w j th  a l l  o f

th is  they  wou ld  e j ther  jus t  shear  a l l  your  head o f f ,  o r  pu t

pe t ro l .eum in  your  ha i r  to  k i l l  a l l  tha t ,  and then pu t  a  rag ,

I  mean, can you imagine how embarrassing? I t  never happened

to me, never happened to me, because my grandma and my mother,

my aunts ,  were  a l l  so  c lean and every th ing ,  bu t  j t  cou ld ,ve

happened because the kid next door would have i t .  And I  re-

member that I used to help them, and I used to....h: gs_pg]_gaba..
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I  don ' t  know how to  say  ' i t  in  Eng l  i sh .  How do you

say espul  gal  in Engl  ish? I t 's  hard,  i .Lqlggd.? Yo !"ne

ponia .q- .g:pdgqf g .!g-qg Utu[qe, y_ ]lg $gl1 mi abuel'ita,

".1. !* .va!.1 p_egsl." ".[9, .q$g]i!g, f,o_ mq. "gg1qg CIgX
bign, .!g-.sr. I lg gqgg.!-." You know, but just so that this

wou ldn ' t  happen  to  tha t  ch i ld .  And  tha t  reco l lec t ion ,  I ' l l

never  fo rge t .  Because I  wou ld  see these k ids  w i th  a  rag

around the i r  head,  because they  had shaved a l l  the i r

heads  or  because they  pu t  pe t ro leum on the i r  ha ' i r .  you

know? And tha t  was  so  degrad ing ,  tha t  was  so  degrad ing .

D id  you have to  take  vocat iona l  educat ion?

No.  See,  when I  s ta r ted  h igh  schoo l ,  tha t ' s  when the  war

s ta rted .

What years were you at  Bowie?

I  s ta r ted  jn  Bowie  in  January  o f  
. l940 .  

So the  war  s ta r ted

in  '41 ,  so  the  fo l low ing  year  when  I  was  a  sophomore ,  tha t , s

when the  war  s ta r ted .  So tha t ' s  when everybody,  a t  the  mo-

ment  they  were  e igh teen,  and o f f  they  went .  And o f  course

a  lo t  o f  y r :ung  men jus t  d ropped  ou t  o f  schoo l ,  and  a  lo t  o f

them had a' l  ready dropped out in granlnar school  .

I ' l l  g i ve  you  g rea t  example ,  because  o f  the  t imes ,  Jou

know.  My bro then- in - law,  who 's  about  four  years  o lder  than

I  was ,  was  in  the  same grade tha t  I  was  a t  Aoy  Schoo l - - I ,m

ta lk ing  grammar- -because i  had been promoted in to  a  h igher

gnade  because  o f  my  capab i l i t y ,  I  a ' l ready  knew the  language

when I  went  to  schoo l ,  so  na tura l l y  I  was  fa r  ahead o f  some o f

the  k ids .  So i  go t  doub le  p romoted f rom the  th i rd  g rade.

' t 1
t l
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In  o ther  words ,  I  d idn ' t  have a  th i rd  g radeo I  went  f rom

second grade to fourth grade. So I  was up a grade. And

so  consequen t l y  he  was  in  the  same c lass  tha t  I  was .

That 's  my bro ther - in -1aw,  my husband 's  b ro ther .  And he  had

to drop out of  school  in the fourth grade to be able to

he lp  ou t  w j th  h is  paren ts ,  who were  much o lder .  I  mean,

they were very o1d for them to be so young. I ' ' ly father-

in - law was  very . . .gosh ,  he  d ied  in  h is  seven t ies .  Anc l  my

mother - jn - law was no t  tha t  o1d,  bu t  anyway she d ied  s ix

months  a f te r  he  d ied .  So they  bo th  d ied  w i th in  the  same

year,  which was a very hard blow for both my husband and

my bro ther - jn - law.

Anywayn my brother- in- law had to drop out,  and many

of these students never completed not even grammar school

a t  tha t  t ime.  You know,  they  wou ld  d rop  ou t  in  the  th i rd ,

fourth,  f i f th,  s ixth grade fon ulhatever reasons, and that

was  the i r  educa t ion  r igh t  the re .

You were one of  the few that actual  ly  went through a1 1 the

way  and  go t  i n to  h igh  schoo l

Yes ,  and  my  husband  w ' i t h  me .  Because  my  husband  had  h i s  b ro -

ther  to  put  h im through.  And even though my husband had to

work  and  ge t  up  a t  t he  wee  hou rs  o f  t he  morn ing  to  work  i n

a bakery or  a  restaurant  or  whatever  you ca l f  i t ,  do the

men ' i a l  ,  . you  know . . .we l l ,  wha t  we ' r e  used  t o  do ing .

So  i t  was  t he  k i ds  who  ac tua l l y  had  a  l i t t l e  be t t e r  f i nanc ia l

f am i l y  backg round  tha t  ac tua l l y  wen t  on  to  h igh  schoo ' | .

R i  gh  t .
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Did  you work  when you were  jn  h igh  schoo l  yourse l f?

Never  worked,  never  worked,  because,  l j ke  i  sa jd ,  I

had a  l i t t le  more  than the  nex t  k id  because my aunt

s ta r ted  work ing  a t  the  t ime,  and she a lso  brought  me

up,  a long w i th  my grandmother .  And my aunt  went  th rough

h igh  schoo l  because she was n lo re  assera t ive  than perhaps

my o ther  aun t  tha t  d idn ' t  even  f jn i sh  g rade  schoo l .  0 f

course  my unc le  went  to  schoo l ,  to  Bowie ,  bu t  he  never

f  in ished,  he  jus t  went  and jo ' ined  the  navy .  
.  I ' l y  aunt ,

the  one  tha t  s t i l l  l i ves  and  was  the  one  tha t  ra ised  me,

she  was  the  one  tha t  d id  go  a l l  th rough  h igh  schoo l ,

f in ' i shed her  h igh  schoo l  career ,  and was ab le  to  ge t  an

of f i ce  job  and learn  by  exper ience what  she knows now.

And her  in f luence ,  . you  know,  o f  course . . .  And  w i th  me

there was never any doubt.  I  mean, school  was rny 1 i fe

to  me.

You were a good student?

0h,  I  was  an  exce l len t  s tudent .  I  used to  c ry  when I  was

s ' i ck  and  I  cou ldn ' t  go  to  schoo l  .  In  reverse  to  my  k id ,

the  one  tha t  i s  rea l l y  in te l l i gen t ,  tha t  he  was  so  bored  in

schoo l  tha t  on  Sundays  he  wou ld  ac t . . .we  used  to  ca l l  i t  t he

Academy Award  n igh t  on  Sunday n igh ts  ' cause he 'd  s ta r t  cough-

ing ,  and ,  "0h ,  I 'm  s ick ,  and  I  don ' t  wanna  go  to  schoo l

Monday."  I  was a complete reverse. And i  was a cornplete

reverse from my brother. l.ty brother hated to go to school ,

I  mean actual  1y hated to go to school  .  But I  lvas on the con-

t ra ry .  lnJe l l ,  tha t ' s  where  i  had a l l  my f r iends  and I  wou ld

I J
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get  to  p lay  and I  wou ld  ge t  to  do  th is  and ta lk  and

so fo r th .  So I  1oved,  I  rea l  l y  rea11y  loved schoo ' l  .

You en joyed go ing  to  Bowie?

0h,  tha t  was  the  most  beaut i fu l  days  o f  my l i fe .  T re-

mendou s 1 y.

Wene you ac t ive  as  a  s tudent  o f f i cer ,  in  o rgan iza t - ions

and  th ings  l j ke  tha t?

0h ,  abso lu te ly .  I  was  ac t i ve .  I  was  p res iden t  o f  wha t

they  ca ' l led  a t  the  t ime Gi r l  Reserves .  I  was  in  the

gyrnnas t ics  g roup.  And i  was  in  the  pan Amer ican C lub

and the  Student  Counc i l  and so  fo r th .  0h ,  and I  was

a very  good p ing-pong p layer - -as  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  was

schoo l  champion- -and I  vJas  a  very  good tenn is  p ' layer  a lso .

i  d idn ' t  keep  on  w i th  tenn is  because  o f  the  t ime a f te r  g rad-

ua t ion ,  we l l ,  you  know,  we  d idn ' t  have  the  teach ing ,  coach ing ,

tha t  perhaps  E l  Paso H igh  and Aust in  Hr 'gh  had.  I f  I ,d  have

had a good instructor f rom the beginning from mJ fneshman

year '  o r  had gone in to  P .E.  a t  the  t ime ins tead o f  tak ' ing

R.0 .T .C.  l i ke  I  d id ,  I  cou ld ' ve  done  rea l  we l l .  Because  I

competed,  I  remember  compet ing  aga ins t . . . you  know,  a t  E ' l

Paso High when we competedn we competed against  f ihe tops.

And  I  remember  ve ry  v i v id l y  tha t  th i s  ins t ruc to r . . " l  te l1  you ,

the  match  tha t  I  p layed when I  was  e l im ina ted ,  I  p ]ayed w i th

Sy lv ia ,  i  remember  her  name was Sy iv ia  Lerner .  And she and

Marg re t  Va rne r ,  who  la te r  became wor ld  tenn . i s .

Yeah,  I  remember that .

l 4
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0K.  That  was in  my era ,  tha t  was  in  my t ime,  and tha t ' s

who I  p layed aga ins t  a t  E l  Paso H igh .  But  the  ins t ruc to r

there was so impressed /6-y/ tfre way I played and the

hard t ime that I  gave. You know, we were neck and neck

and  I  bea t  her  two  games,  and  f ina l l y  she  d id  w in  the

match .  But  Sy lv ia  was one o f  the  top  contenders ,  no t

on ly  s ta tewide ,  bu t  na t ionwide .  And l4argre t  Varner  was

too .  So th js  ' i s  the  type  o f  ca l  iber  o f  peop le  tha t  they

had.  But  i f  I  had  had the  ins t ruc to r  and I ,  had more  t ime

at  Bowie ,  I  p robab ' l y  wou ld 've  been a  very  good tenn is

p iayer .  'Cause I 'm a  very  ded ica ted  person.  V , lhen I

wan t  to  do  someth ing  and  l i ke  to  do  someth ing ,  I  rea l l y

pu t  up  a i l  my . . .

So  you  th ink  you  d idn ' t  have  the  r igh t  coach ing  there .  A t

th i s  t ime  were  you  s t i l l  l i v ing  jn  the  same tenement?

Yes.  I  l j ved  ' in  the  same tenement  th rough h igh  schoo l  un-

t i l  I  mar r ied .  I  I  j ved  w" i th  n ry  g randrnother .  And my mother

moved to  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and my s tep fa ther .  And the  f i rs t  sum-

mer  tha t  t .hey  had moved there ,  they  had wanted . . . l  don ' t

remember  wha t  year ,  I  th ink  i t  was  in  
.1936 , '37  

more  o r  less .

Because work  was so  hard  to  ge t  here ,  you  know,  a t  the  t ime.

And my dad,  my s tepdad,  i  ca l l  h im Dad anyway,  he  was ab le

to  ge t  a  job  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  So  they  sen t  fo r  us ,  bu t  i

j us t  cou ld  no t . . . I  wen t  to  schoo l  the re  jn  Ca l j fo rn ia  a t

j un i o r  h i gh  one  yea r .  Bu t  I  j u s t  cou ld  no t . .

Whe re  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a?

In  G lenda le .  I t  was  i n  Los  Ange les ,  subu rb  o f

l 5
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But you wanted to come back?

I  s tood  one  semeste r  up  there ,  I  j us t  cou ld  no t . . .  I

wanted to come back to Aoy and graduate f rom Aoy. My

bro ther  d jd  s tay ,  though.  So tha t  meant  tha t  we were

separated. My grandma and my aunt brought me up, f f iV

mother  and my dad and my bro ther  s tayed in  Ca l j fo rn ia .

0f  course I  was up there the moment grammar school  was

over - - I  mean,  sunmers- - I  was  on  my way.  And I 'd  spend

the  who le  summer  jn  Ca l  i f o rn ia  and  I ' d  come back  jus t  fo r

schoo l .  So  I  commuted,  you know.  
:

Dur ing  th j s  t jme  tha t  you  were  a t  Bowie ,  th i s  i s  the  '40s

and there  was the  Pachucos ,  what  d id  you th jnk  o f  yourse l f

in terms of  your ident i ty? [ , ' las that  an issue to you?

No,  no .

D id  you see yourse l f  as  a  l4ex ican or  an  Amer jcan?

| ' Ie l l ,  see ,  tha t  was  no t  the  issue a t  the  t ime when we were

go ing  to  h ' igh  schoo l .  The issue was a t  the  t ime the  pachuco

came around,  was when we were  perhaps  jun ' io rs  and sen. io rs

in  H igh  Schoo l ,  tha t  they  were  a  d i f fe ren t  k ind  o f  b reed.

And i  th ink  i t  was  most ly ,  i t  was  no t  what  they  d id ,  bu t

the  way they  dressed.  I t  vas  on ly  the  dress ,  and we wou ld

jus t  i den t i f y  i t  w i th  the  Ca l i fo rn ia  pachuco .  Tha t ,s  wha t

we wou ld  ident i t v  L l ! |  u r j th .  There  was no t  tha t  many drugs

l i ke  there  is  now.  Wj th  what  money,  you know? And yes  we

were poor,  but  we were decent.  And our parents brought us

upr  an  en t i re ' l y  d i f fe ren t  g roup o f  paren ts ,  tha t  b rought

us  up  ' in  a  very r  very  s t r i c t  manner .

l6
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Let  me te l l  you  how s t r i c t  i t  was .  I f  there

was  a  dance  a t  n igh t  a t  Bowie ,  l i ke  my  Jun io r  Prom

and Sen ior  Prom,  my da te  cou ld  no t  go  fo r  me a t  the

house,  and we 'd  come a long and so  fo r th .  My aunt

or my grandma would be my chaperone. And I  mean, I

wasn '  t  the  on ly  one.  A l  I  o f  the  g i  r1  s  were  a ' lways

chaperoned.

They went to dance w' i th you and your date?

You be t .  I  cou ld  ca re  less ;  as  long  as  I  danced  I

cou ld  care  less  what ,  you  know.  And we had to  wa lk

a l l  the  way.  There  was no  such th ing  as  a  tax i .  lnJe ,d

wa lk  in  our  fo rmals  and so  fo r th ,  you  know,  u la lk  a l l

the way. 0n the way back I  was so t ' i red,  I  walked

bare foo ted  a l l  the  way back  f rom Bowie  H igh  Schoo l  a l l

the  way  to  S ix th  and  E l  Paso .

Lunch t ime we used to  go  back  and fo r th  and ea t

lunch a t  home and run  a l l  the  way to  schoo l .  When we

got  a  l " i t t l  e  wea l  th ie r - -n ry  aunt ,  when she s ta r ted  work ing- -

they  used to  g ive  me a  who le  d jme and tha t  used to ,buy  me

my who le  mea l  n  inc lud ' ing  the  desser t .  Can you imag ine?

When you graduated  were  you jn  the  top  ten  o f  your  c lass?

Yes I  was. As a matter of  fact ,  I  was in the top ten and

. la1so wha? I  wou ld  ca l l  the  top  two.  I  th ink  tha t  I

ended about ,  in  a  c lass  o f  86- - in  tha t  t ime tha t  was  a

la rge  c lass- - I  ended about  four th ,  four th  f rom the  top .

And af ter  you graduated from Bowie,  what did you do?

I  took  some bus iness  courses .  I  went  in to  in te rna t iona l
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Bus iness  Co1 lege and I  took  some bus iness  courses

and I  jmmediately started working. Remember,  the

war was a)ready going on. The moment the boys were

graduat ing ,  they  wene tak fng  them l i ke . . .you  know.

And th is  one very  in te rs t ing  th ing  tha t  I  do

want  to  ment ion .  I  don ' t  know i f  you ' re  aware  o f

i t ,  bu t  a t  tha t  t ime,  o f  course  you know they  had

the  Se lec t ' i ve  Serv ice  Board .  i  found ou t  la te r  tha t

jn  the  Se lec t ive  Serv ice  Board  there  was no t  a  s ing le

H ispan ic ,0K,  so  they  used  to  f i l l  t he  quo tas  w i th  a l l

the !nel:q-q-!gl that were not going on to col' lege. l, lho

was go ing  to  co ' l1ege? And th is  happened a lso  dur ing

the  Korean War ,  I 'm no t  b l ind ing  myse l f  to  tha t ,  tha t
' i t  was  a t  Wor ld  War  I I  tha t  rea1 ly . . .  A l l  th i s  t ime

we d idn ' t  have  a  s ing le  H ispan ' i c  in  the  Se lec t j ve

Serv ice  Boardn so  a1 l  the  quaotas  were  be ing  f i l l ed  f t i th

al  I  the Hi  span' ics.  You wonder somet imes and you say,

"We l l ,  w€ ' re  rea l  p roud  o f  the  fac t  tha t  the  H ispan ics

or the Mexfcan-Americans have more Congressional  Medal

or  Honor  w inners . "  Wel l ,  why  no t?  l ^ Ie  were  f i l l ' i ng ,

you know,  we were  there  a l l  the  t ime.  Sure ,  w i th  the

b lacks  and ourse lves ,  and we were  the  ones  tha t  was

mak ing  up  the  armyr  you know.  Wel1 ,  the  b lacks  weren ' t

segragated unt i l  Truman segragated them, you know. What

was i t  ' 48 ,  o r  somewhere  a iong the  l ine .

See, I  went through two wars.  I  went through the

World l ' lar  I I ,  and my husband went to World l l lar  I I  and he was
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i n  t he  se rv j ce .  Fo r tuna te l y  on  h i s  way  to  Japan  the

t lJar  ended when he was jn  the h igh seas and he was

brough t  o f f  t he  boa t  i n  Hawa i i .  So  he  spen t  h i s  ove r -

seas  s t ' i n t  i n  Hawa i i .  Bu t  t hen  when  he  came  ou t  o f

the  Wan ,  ! , l o r l d  War  I I n  when  h i s  t ime  was  up ,  he

s tayed  i n  the  Reserve  to  keep  h i s  rank  ' cause  he  was

a  Sergean t  Ma jo r ,  so  he  s tayed  i n  to  keep  h i s  rank .

and  be  ab le  t o  ge t  h i s  educa t j o r r ,  eve ry th i ng  go ing .

[ , l ho  knew tha t  t h ree  yea rs  l a te r ,  f ou r  I  a te r ,  o r  f  i ve

years,  that  the Korean l^ lar  was go ' ing Lo c i lme a1ong.

And  boy ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you ,  he  was  t he  f j r s t  one  ou t .  So

he  had  to  go  th rough  the  Korean  l Ja r  t oo .  And  aga in ,

the  Se l  ec t i  ve  Se rv ' i ce  Board  L ; I /  E l  Paso ,  a1 ' l  t he  Ang l  os ,

so  they  wou ld  f j l l  t he  quo tas .  The  momen t  the  quo tas

came  by ,  t he re  go  a1 l  t he  Ch i canos .  And  o f  cou rse  a l l

t he  Ang los ,  t he  ma jo r i t y  we re  go ing  i n to  coJ lege ,  t hey

were exempt .

ldhat  vras the f i rs t  job you got  out  here?

R igh t  a f te r  I  g radua ted  f rom h igh  schoo l ,  I  s ta r ted  go ing

to  bus iness  co11ege ,  you  know,  tak ing  my  cou rses ,  and  I

go t  a  i ob  a t  E l  Paso  We ld ing  Supp iy .  l t l y  aun t  used  to  work

the re .  She  was  go ing  to  Ca l i f o rn ia  so  they  needed  a  g i r l

t o  t ake  ca re  o f  t he  o f f j ce .  And  t ak i ng  a  l o t  o f  bus iness

cou rses  a t  Bow ie ,  sho r t hand  and  a l l  t h i s  k i nd  o f  bus iness -

re l a ted  sub jec t s ,  I  was  f a i r l y  good .  We l1 ,  you  know ,  I

was  p re t t y  good  fo r  a  s i x teen -yea r -o ' l d ,  ' cause  tha t ' s  when

I  f i n ' i shed  h igh  schoo l ,  because  I  had  to  a t tend  a  sumnen
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u .

A .

sess ion .  So we were  pre t ty  young.  That  doub le  p ro-

mot ion  he lped a  lo t ,  and then we a t tended a  summer

sess ion  dur ing  the  l ^ la r .  In  o ther  words ,  we d idn ' t

s top  so  tha t  the  boys  cou ld  conrp le te  the i r  educat ion .

The moment they comp' leted their  senior yeart  they're

gone.  So I  f in ished schoo l  in  th ree  and a  ha l f  years

ins tead o f  /Tour7 .  My husband f in jshed i t  in  th ree

years  because he  was a  l1 t t le  beh ind  than I  was  be-

cause o f  my doub le  p romot ion .  So he  f in ished i t  in

three years because he had two summer sessjons.

So you were  do ing  c le r jca l  work?

I  was  do ing  c le r i ca l  work  a t  th i s  E l  paso  l , . l e ld ing .

When my aunt came back from Cal i forn ' ia,  then I  went

back  to  schoo l .  She took  her  job  back ,  and then I

wen t  to  bus iness  co l1ege ,  s ta r ted  tak ing  courses .  And

then I  go t  a  job  as  a  secre tary  a t  pa t te rson 's  Sa les .

As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t  he  s t i l l  l j ves ,  and  we ' re  ve ry

c ' lose  f r iends .  And I  s ta r ted  work ing  fo r  h im.

tr , lhat  k ind of  a company was that?

He was a  sa les  representa t ive ,  and I  used to  take  care

o f  a l l  h is  cor respondence.  He used to  be  gone fo r  a

month  or  two a t  a  t jme,  so  I  used to  take  care  o f  h is

cor respondence and so  fo r th .  Co inc ident ly ,  when I

was work ing  w i th  Mr .  Pat te rson,  we wou ld  h i re  what

they  ca" l l  V .O.E.  now a t  the  schoo ls ,  where  the  h igh

schoo l  s tudents  work  par t - t jme.  So we h i red  a  coup le

o f  persons  to  work  there  and I  wou ld  superv ise  the i r  /work | .
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G: l^ le were ta l  k ing about

A :  Ch ,  my  f j r s t  j ob  as  a

s ince  then .

your  f i r s t  j ob .

secretary and what had transpined

2 I

G:

A :

And o f  course  by  then I  was  earn ing  what  I  ca l led  a

fabu lous  sum o f  f i f t y  do l la rs  a  week,  you know.

St i l l  l i v ing  a t  home?

St ' i l l  l i v ing  a t  home,  s t i l l  no t  mar r ied ,  s t i l l  l i v ing

on South  E l  Paso.  Consequent ly  we 'd  conmute  to  our

aun t ' s  house ,  who  was  i i v ing  in  the  A lami to  p ro jec ts .

And they  had a  runn ' ing  water  ins ide  the  house.  And I 'd

go  over  Lhere  every  day  and take  a  ba th  so  I  wou ldn , t

have to  car ry  the  tub  ins ide  our  apar tment  house,  our

complex,  and have to share commun' i ty bathroom with

everybody.

Did you commute to work?

l . ^ le11 ,  no .  I  l j ved  in  Sou th  i l  Paso  and  S ix th ,  and

i' lr. Patterson used to f i rst have h'is off ices ./;yther!1

the  Amer ican  Furn i tu re  i s  now,  so  i t  was  wa lk ing  d is tance .

And  j f  I  go t  l azy  o r  I  saw a  s t ree t  ca r  co rn ing ,  I ' d  pu t

my s ix  cen ts  in  and  r jde ' in to  town.

b :

How long  were  you  a t  t ha t  j ob?

I  was  the re  a t  t ha t  j ob  abou t  s i x  yea rs .  l , Je l J ,  wh j l e  I

was  work ing  the re  i s  when  I  go t  mar r i ed .  you  know,  i n  
. l 949 .

As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  last  0ctober  the 9th we had our  34th

Wedd ing  Ann i ve rsa ry .  S t i l l  t he  same  husband ,  t he  same  k i ds ,

same eve ry th ing  (Chuck les )  "
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A .

b lhere  d" id  you go  and I  i ve  a f ten  you go t  mar r ied?

l , ' le had a real  n ice apartment,  what is real ly now

the Chamiza l  there ,  the  Mex ' i can  end o f  the  Chamiza l ,

on  Tenth  St ree t .  My husband a lso  is  a  person tha t

was ra ised in  the  bar r io .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t  we

knew each o ther  be fore  r {e  even s ta r ted  schoo l .  l l Je l1 ,

I  had a' l  ready started school  ,  1 i  ke I  say.  I  was wi th

my bro ther - in - law,  he  was the  one tha t  was  in  my c ' lass
'cause  I  was  a  l i t t l e  ahead  o f  the  res t .  And  my husband ,

we got  to  know each o ther ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  s ince  we were

ch i ld ren  and he  a lso  uren t  to  Aoy  and Bowie  H igh  Schoo l ,

went  th rough because o f  the  fac t  tha t  h . i s  b ro ther  saw

to  i t  tha t  A le jandro  go t  the  educa t ion  tha t  he  d idn ' t .

So  A le jandro  go t  the  educa t ion ,  bu t  Jose  d idn ' t  ge t

the  educat jon  ' cause he  was too  busy  work ing .  And be-

s ides  he  go t  mar r ied  and had a  fami ly  to  suppor t  and a lso

had h is  b ro ther  to  l i ve  w j th  h im because they  had no

pa rents .

So  A le jandro  l ' i ved  w i th  them wh j le  he  was  go ing  to

Bowie.  And of  course my husband worked ai l  the way through

schoo l .  He  cou ldn ' t  pa r t i c ipa te  in  a th le t i cs  and  so  fo r th

and go  to  a l l  the  tea  dances  tha t  I  used to  go  and have a l l

fun that I  used to have, because he had to go home and work.

But  never the less ,  he  was very ,  very  popu lar  in  schoo l .  As

a mat te r  o f  fac t ,  he  was I  th ' ink  p res ident  o f  h is  c lass

s ince  he  s ta r ted ,  Freshman,  and incu ld ing  h ' i s  sen io r  year ,

he  was pres ident  o f  h is  Sen ior  C lass .  And he  was verv
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ac t i ve  a t  the  t ime in  schoo l .

G:  When he came back  f rom Lhe Serv ice ,  what  d id  he

work at?

When he came back f rom the Serv ice he s tar ted work-

i ng  f o r  a  f i rm . . .  He  wen t  i n  as  a  buck  p r i va te ,  i n

t he  a rmy ,  a l l  r i gh t?  A  buck  p r i va te .  And  he ,  i f  I 'm

no t  m is taken ,  was  one  o f  t he  younges t  Se rgean t  Ma jo rs

in  the  a rmy .  I n  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f  he  wen t  f rom buck

pr ivate to  Sergeant  l . la jor  when he was re leased f rom

the  a rmy ,  i n  a  yea r  and  a  ha l f ' s  t jme .  He  had  some

c le r i ca l  expe r i ence  a t  schoo l ,  t h rough  h i s  t r a i n i ng

a t  schoo l ,  because  he  go t  d ra f ted  r i gh t  a f te r ,  you

know,  r i gh t  a f t e r  he  f i n i shed  schoo l .  He  used  t o

work  a t  t he  Pu l lman  Company ,  t ak ing  ou t  t he  d i r t y

l ' i nen  f r om the . . .wh i l e  he  was  i n  h i s  sen io r  yea r "  and

even  when  he  g radua ted  he  s t j l l  con t i nued  t ha t .  He

g radua ted  f r om Bow je  I  t h j nk  i n  l ' l a y  o f ' 44 ,  and  i n

May  o f  ' 45  he  was  gone .  He  was  one  o f  t he  younger

ones ,  so  t he  momen t  he . . . so  t hey  t ook  h im .

So when he came back he d ' id  c ler ica l  work?

He  d id .  He  go t  a  j ob  w i t h  Eck l i n ,  I r v i n  and  C rowe l l .

I t  was  an  j nsu rance  company .  No t  as  a  c l e r i ca l  j ob ,

you  know,  because  a t  t ha t  t ime  s t i l 1 ,  you  know,  
' l os

plgJ-ql_ql!_l- IgqgJiq glt-:.!l_qn. So anyway he sot a job with

Eck l i n ,  i r v i n  and  Crowe l ' 1 ,  and  he  was  the i r  ennand  boy  o r

wha teve r  you  wan t  t o  ca l l  i t ,  r unner ,  wha teve r  j t  i s ,  and

used  to  he ' l p  i n  t he  ma i l  r oom and  so  fo r th ,  t h i s  t ype  o f  wonk .

I J

A:

n .
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l , ' lhen the IBM computers started into being introduced

jn to  the  na t jon ,  Eck l in ,  I r v jn  t ^ tas  one  o f  the  insu-

rance compan ies  tha t  was  go ing  to  have a  computer

sys tem.  And A lex  saw the  oppor tun i ty  and he  app l ied .

And be l ieve  i t  o r  no t ,  they  gave h im the  oppor tun i ty .

And a t  tha t  t ime i t  was  no t  a  mat te r  o f  go ing  to

schoo l  and learn ing ,  i t  was  a  mat te r  tha t  IBM d id  no t

se l l  the i r  computers ,  tha t  they  mere ly  ren ted  the  com-

pu te rs .  And  tha t ' s  how come they  go t  in to  tha t  l i t i -

ga t ion  tha t  they  were !  how d ic l  they  ca l i  i t?  They

were  monopo l  i z ing?

Ri  gh t .

R igh t ,  0K.  So IBM,  they  sent  h im th rough the  insurance

company where he worked, they sent him to IBl4 school

and o f  course  he  learned how to  run  the  computers  and

everybh ing  e1  se .

Th is  j s  the  la te  '40s ,  ea r l y  ' 50s?

Late  '40s .  I t  was  a  mat te r  o f  fac t  jus t  be fore  we go t

mar r ied .  I t  was  in  
. |940 . . .oh ,  

I  wou ld  say  j t  was  abou t

'46  -  '47 ,  thereabou 'Ls .

G:  So  a f te r  you  go t  mar r i ed  he  con t i nued  tha t  j ob?

A :  Yes ,  yes ,  t i l  I  he  go t  d ra f  t ed .  t l o t  d ra f  t ed ,  I  mean .  .  .

G:  He went  to  the Korean l^ lar?

A :  R igh t .  Tha t ' s  when  he  was  reca l i ed  aga ' i n ,  he  was  reca l l ed

because  he  s tayed  i n  the  Reserve ,  you  know.  In  the  mean-

t ime  he  was  go ing  to  schoo l  a t  n igh t ,  ge t t i ng  fu r the r

t r a i n i ng ,  f u r t he r  educa t i on .

24
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A:
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Did  you yourse l f  con t inue to  work  a f te r  you  were

mam' ied?

A:  Yes .  i ' ve  worked  a l1  n ty  l ' i f e ,  a l l  my  I  j f e  I , ve  worked .

G:  So what  was your  second job? you sa- id  you spent  s ix

years  a t  Pat te rson.

A :  S ix  years  a t  Pa t te rson 's  Sa les .  Then  I  wen t  back  to

the  job  tha t  I  had  f i r s t  o r ig ina l l y ,  a t  E l  paso

Weld ing  Supp1y .  And  I  s ta r ted  ou t  as  an  ass is tan t

bookkeeper  and ass js tan t  o f f i ce  manager .  And I  worked

there  fo r  s ix teen years .

G:  So you worked un t i l  the  l9O0s?

A:  Yes ,  in  ' 65 ,  " i f  I 'm  no t  rn js taken .

G:  A t  th js  t jme you were  a l ready  hav ing  a  fami ly?

A:  I  a l ready  had A lex  and I  a l ready  had Danny.  As  a  mat te r

o f  fac t ,  A lex  was  born  in  ]951 .  When A lex  was  bonn

we 1 ived ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,  ' i n  tha t  apar tment  tha t  we  had

rented  when we got  mar r ied .  I t  was  a  rea l  n ice  apar tment .

What  s t ree t  was  tha t?

I t  was  on  Ten th  and  S tan ton  S t ree t ,  Sou th  S tan ton .  Tha t ' s

where  the  l4ex ican s ide  is  r igh t  now,  you know.  And i t

was  jus t  a  rea l  n ice  p1ace.  And i t  was  an  apar tment  house,

bu t  i t  had  i t ' s  own ba th room and  i t ' s  own. . .no t  l i ke  the

pres id io  tha t  we used to  have to  share  w i th  f i f t y  o ther

people or whatever.  And everybody knew when everybody was

go ing  to  take  the i r  ba th  because o f  car ry ing  the  water  and

the buckets back to the house, and then having to warm up

the  water  so  tha t  you  cou ld  take  a  ba th .

25
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G:

A:

G:

A :

G :

A :

How 
' long 

did you I  ive at  that  aprartment?

l , le l  I  ,  we I  i  ved there f ron I  948 unt ' i1 we purchased

our house. l^Jhen Alex came back from Korea, we had

saved a  l i t t le  money and he  was ab le  to  ge t  a  house

under  the  G. I .  B i l l .  l , l e  purchased  our  house  in  
. |952 .

Where is that?

In ,  I  i i ve  on  Leeds St ree t "  I t ' s  a  b lock  f ro rn  Rddford

schoo l  fo r  G i r l s .

You 've  been there  ever  s ince?

Ever  s ince .  Haven ' t  moved.  ln le 've  added on  to  the

house ,  we 've  done  qu ' i te  a  b i t  o f  th ings  to  i t ,  and

i t ' s  ve ry  I  i veab le .  I ' l l  t e11  you ,  r igh t  now i t ' s

wor th  r igh t  now about  f i ve  t imes as  much.  I t , s  in

the  cent ra l  a rea ,  g rea t  huge lo t ,  and my dad has  done

mi rac les  w i th  i t .  l , Je 've  go t  a  la rge  house tha t  we

have to ta t l y  pa id  and I 'm no t  about  to  go  and move and

get  another  mor tgage,  tha t ' s  fo r  sure .  t , , le , re  do ing

very we1 1 .

l ' le 've carr ied your own personal  background r ight  to

the  po in t  where  I  want  to  now dea l  w i th  the  ques t ion

o f  po l i t i cs  o f  the  c i t y  and  Raynond  Te l les .

A l  I  r i gh t .

Le t  me f i r s t  ask  you ,  up  to  th i s  t ime- -we, re  now ta lk ing

about  the  mjdd le  
. l950 's - - f rom 

h igh  schoo l  to  the  '50s

where  d id  you become invo lved c iv jca l l y ,  and I  guess  to

some ex ten t  po ' l  i t i ca l l y?

A l l  r i gh t .  In  1957 ,  I  have  some f r iends  and  a  re la t i ve
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of  my husband 's  tha t  were  in  the  LULAC organ iza-

t i  on .  And these f  r iends  i  nv . i ted  me one t ime to

s ta r t  a  new lac i ies '  counc i l  in  E l  paso.  There  was

one  lad ies '  counc i l  tha t  had  been  in  exs is tence

s jnce  
. |934.  

And in  1957,  they  inv i ted  me to  a t tend

one of  the sess' ions and perhaps we cou' ld start  or-

gan iz ing  a  new counc j l .  My  ch i ld ren  were  o f  course

young. My youngest,  Danny, was only about two years,

bu t  I  I  i ke  to  be  invo lved so  I  sa  jdn  " . l , le l l ,  . i t  wou ldn ' t

hur t . "  And o f  course  a t  tha t  t ime we had been f r iends

wj th  the  Te l leses .  Mrs .  Te l les ,  R ichard 's  w i fe ,  was

a persona l  f r ined  o f  rn ine  s ince  we were  young.  And

tha t ' s  how my assoc ia t ion  w i th  Raymond Te l les  came

about .  R ichard 's  w i fe ,  L i l y , ' l i ke  I  sa id ,  was  one

of  my br idesmaids ,  and we s ta r ted  ou t  be inE f r iends .

And then she subsequent ly  mar r ied  l? ichard ,  and has  been

h is  w j fe  s ince ,  h is  second w i fe ;  because R ichard  tha t

is  now runn ing  fon  o f f i ce  i s  no t  Mrs .  Te l les ,s  / ' son 'F ,

he 's  her  s tepson .

So you had known Raymond back i l.ren?

Right.  I  knew Raymond before he was ejected County

Cl erk. lnlhen Raymond was el el cted County Cl erk, he

mot iva ted  a  lo t  o f  the  H ispan ics  becuase there  was

not  tha t  many H ispan ics  ' in  pubf  i c  o f f  . i ce .  So o f

course  a t  tha t  t ime,  when he  ran  fo r  County  C lerk

was probab ' l y  about  '54 ,  '55 ,  thereabouts .

| ^ le l l ,  he  was f i rs t  e lec ted  in  '48 ,  County  C" lenk ,
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and he  was subsequent ly  ree lec ted .

0k .  l94B there  were  no t  too  many,  l i ke  I  sa id ,

too  many H ispan ics  in  pubf  i c  o f f i ce ;  as  a  mat te r

of  fact ,  none that I  th ink of .  I  remember even

Mr .  Pat te rson te l l ing  me,  Mr .  Pat te rson my f i rs t

real  boss,  or the f i rst  boss that i  worked Att i t " t t r

he  sa id . . .  We l l ,  f  j r s t  o f  a l  l  n ry  boss  was  born

in  Durango,  and so  he  used to  assoc ia te  very  c lose ly ,

he  cou ld  speak  Span ish  be t te r  than I  cou ld  and under -

stand j t  bet ter  than I  could,  so we communicatecl  very

we j l .  So  he  knew Raymond and he  sa id ,  "you  know tha t

boy , "  he  used to  ca l l  h im a  boy  a t  tha t  t ' ime,  " tha t

boy  i s  go ing  to  w in ,  we ' re  go ing  to  he lp  h ' im  w in .

He 's  a  good  personr "  and  so  fo r th .  So  he  was  the

one tha t  go t  me rea l  en thused about . . .

D id  you work  on  tha t  '48  Campaign ,  were  you invo lved

i  n  ' i t?

No,  no t  as  Coun ty  C le rk .  No ,  Mrs .  Te l les  wasnr t  mar r ied

then to  R jchard  ye t ,  0K? Because I  mar r ied  be fore  she

d id .

But  you d id know Raynrond?

0h ,  yes .  l l Je  a l ' l  knew. . .as  a  ma t te r  o f  f ac t  my  dad  knew

Mr .  Te l l es ' dad  be fo re ,  and  he  was  t he  one  t ha t  used  t o

te l l  me ,  "Raymond ' s  dad  i s  a  good  f r i end  o f  m ine  and  I ' ve

known  them fo r  qu i te  a  wh i1e , "  and  so  fo r th .  And  o f

cou rse  read ing  the  neg lspapen ,  and  know ing  tha t  Raymond . . .

Bu t  I  was  neve r  i nvo l ved  po ' l i t i ca l l y  a t  t ha t  t ime .
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Dur ing  the  t ime tha t  he  was County  C lerk  up

t i l  I  1957 ,  d id  you j  n te rac t  w i  th  h im persona l  " l y?

0h,  yes .  0h ,  de f in i te ly ,  because see we were

thrown together  because Mrs .  Te l les  then mar r ied

Richard ,  wh ich  is  Raymond 's  younger  b ro ther .  He 's

the  youngest  one,  because Ignac ' io  ' i s  the  o ldes t ,  and

then Raymond, and then Richard.  Richard is the young-

es t ,  there 's  th ree  o f  them.  And so  we used to  meet

a t  Mrs .  Te l les '  house because she and I  were  very

good friends, and then a'lso sornos .q-gggqg.Les-. I bap-

t i zed  the i r  younges t  son ,  R ichard 's  and  L i l y ' s  young-

es t  son .  So I  used to  see Raymond a t  the  l i t t le  par t ies

and we used to  ta l  k .

And at  that  t ime there was other persons that were

very  much  po l i t i ca l l y . . . ve ry  s taunch  Democra ts .  I ' l l

te ' l1  you one tha t  we loved dear ly ,  she  used to  be  in

LULAC,  and i t  was  a  Mrs .  Mata .  I  fo rgo t  what  her  f i rs t

name was, but we always used to cal l  her Mrs.  Mata.

Is she deceased now?

She 's  deceased now,  and she was a  very  c lose  f r iend  o f

Raymond 's .  And  she  he lped  h im in  tha t  campa ign .  I ' l ' l

t e l l  you ,  she  rea l ,1y  rea1 ly  d id .

Th is  ' 57  Campa ign?

In  the '57  and  in  the ,  when  he  was  County  C le rk .  There

were  many peop le  l i ke  her ,  the  o lder  genera t ion ,  tha t

I  wou ld  say ,  because she was much o lder .  She cou ld rve

been my grandma. You know, he brought out the pr ide in

u .

t f .

t t .
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n.

A :

G:

b :

the  mex icano,  because o f the type of  person that

Raymond--we'  re ta1 k ing, Raymond, 0K?--brought out

the  pr ide  tha t  the  mex icano has  in  knowjng tha t  one

of  the i r  own has  done so  grea t  and has  been ab le  to

ho ld  o f f i ce ,  o r  tha t  cou ld  be  e lec ted .  And th js  mo-

t i va t ion  prompted a  lo t  o f  peop le  to  go  ou t  and buy

po'11 taxes, somethi  ng urhich everybody just .  .  .you know,

who had a dol lar  seventy-f ive? Nobody wanted to pay

i t ,  you know. l , . le used to go out and register people

and se l l  po l l  taxes ,  and they  used to  g ive  us  a

quar te r  fo r  every  po l1  tax  so  tha t  we cou ld  keep our

LULAC fund go ing .

Th is  i s  dur ing  the  '57  Campa ign?

'57  Canrpa ign .

Le t ' s  ge t  back  to  where  you ' re  beg inn ing  to  be  invo lved

w' i  th LULAC.

0K.  I t  was  in  ' 57 .  We s ta r ted  tha t  ' 57 ,  a t  the  year

when Raymond was e iec ted ,  i f  I 'm no t  mis taken.  And

I i  ke I  sa i  d ,  I  'm assoc iated w' i  th him; he knows who

I am, I  know who he js.  His brother 's ny .qg[Bqre,

and consequent ly  a lso  h is  b ro ther  i s  the  pres ident  o f

one o f  the  LULAC counc i l s  and then I  become invo lved in

the  o ther  LULAC counc i l .

You were i  nvol  ved i  n the l  ad' ies '  counc i  l  .

I  was  invo lved ' in  the  lad ies '  counc i l .  R ichard  was

i  nvo  I  Ved i  n  Counc j  I  Nunrber  B .

The j  ad  jes '  counc ' i l  was  number  6?G:
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A: Number 9,  that  was Number 9.  0urs was 335. See,

I  d idn ' t  jo in  the  group tha t  ex  j s ted .  l , , le  fo rmed

a new counc i l ,  we were  chanterd  in  
' |958 .

These were  younger  women l i ke  younse l f  a t  tha t

t ime?

Yeah,  r igh t .  These  th ree  lad jes  n igh t  here ,  tha t ' s

myse] f ,  Mrs .  Perez  and Mrs .  Rami rez ,  a re  s t i l l  char te r

members  o f  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  counc j l ,  tha t  s t i l l  a re  in

ex is tence  and  we ' re  s t i l l  ve ry  much  ac t j ve .

Tha t  was  Counc i l  Number . . .?

3 -3 -5 .

And so the group of  younger Mexican-American women

organ ized Counc i l  335?

Right ,  exac t ly .

And thi  s was ea r1y '  57?

I t  was  in  ear l  y  '57 .  lde  f  ina l i y ,  a f te r  a  b i t te r

ba t t le ,  because the  o ther  lad ies  wanted  us  to  jo in

them-* ins tead o f  hav jng  two LULAC counc i l s ,  have one.

That  was Counc i l  9 .

Counci l  9.  And as a matter of  fact ,  Counci l  9 was

the  f i r s t  l ad ies '  counc i l  i n  the  s ta te  o f  Texas ,  as

a  mat te r  o f  fac t  in  the  na t ion .  That ,s  how come the i r

nunber 's  so  low,  Number  9 ,  see .  But  they  were ,  no t

mean ing  no  d is respec t ,  bu t  the i r  i deas . . . i t  was  imposs ib le .

w i th  the  o lder  gener ra t ion .

G:

A:

G:

A:

G:

b :

G:

A :

n .

G:

A: Imposs ib le ,  sure .  I  was  bare ly  twenty -n ine ,

a t  tha t  t ime.  Mrs .  Perez  was on ly  e igh teen

thir ty years

years  o ld .
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Mrs.  Ramirez probably was . in her ear ly twent ies

or  thereabouts ,  and j t  was  imposs ib le  fo r  us  to

jo in  a  g roup  o f  l ad ies  tha t  s t i l l  had  the  f j r s t

p res iden t  o f  the i r  counc j l  s ince  
. |934 .  

My  God,

in  '34 ,  I  hadn ' t  even s ta r ted  grammer  schoo l ,

you know? So this v ' ras the di f ference.

So the  th ree  o f  you  bas ica l . l y  o rgan ized i t?

Wel l ,  Mrs .  Rami rez  and  I  s ta r ted ,  and  a  lo t  o f

other groups, but we were the ones that have re_

mained  s t j l l  i n  the  counc i l .  In  25  years  tha t  the

councf l  has  been in  ex is tence,  the  th ree  o f  us

have  s t j l l  rema ined  in  the  counc i l ,  some have

gone /'6y the,Z wayside.

How many women were  in  the  counc i l?

we s ta r ted  ou t  a t  tha t  t ime w i th  about  th i r ty  some-odd

women " invo lved,  and oun counc i l  more  less  has  main ta ined

the  average o f ,  w i th  assoc ia te  members ,  be tween f i f t y

and a  hundred,  thereabouts ,  oun counc i l .  Other  counc i l s

have ex is ted .  There 's  a t  the  present  t ime seven counc i l s

with di f ferent men and women and so forth.

So th ' is  is  the t ime then between you and the Tel les

Campa i  gh?

Righ t .  0 .K . ,  the  Te l les  Campa ign .

Te l l  me about  tha t  assoc ia t ion .

The assoc ia t ion  o f  course  s ta r ted  tha t  we went  ou t . .

and th is  i s  the  who le  Mex ican popu la t ion  o f  E l  paso.

But you were working through LULAC?

|. le were working through LULAC, too,  to se' l l  a l l  these

32
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po l l  taxes  so  tha t  peop le  can go  ou t  and vo te .  But

he  used  to . . .he  insp i red  the  H ispan ic  in  E l  paso ,

the I ' lex jcan-American I  woul  d say,  the l4exicans

most ly - - the  Mex jcan-Amer ican tha t  cou ld  vo te ,  na-

tu ra l l y .  He insp i red  them to  whereby  they  wanted

to  inves t  a  do l la r  seven ty - f i ve  jn  a  po l l  tax  so

they  cou ld  go  vo te  fo r  Raymond Te l les .  And no

o ther  cand ida te .  .  .

G:  So you had no  prob lems conv inc ing  them?

A:  No  p rob l  em whatsoever .  I ' l  I  t e1  I  you ,  peop l  e .  .  .

G:  You went  to  the  bar r io?

A:  The  bar r io ,  o r  we  wou ld  s j t  ou t  a t  Sears  and  peop le

wou ld  come by .  And we 'd  have d i f fe ren t  loca t ions .

G:  Sears  a t  F ive  Po in ts?

A:  Sears  a t  F ive  Po jn ts ,  o r  d i f fe ren t  loca t ions  a l l  over

town,  to  go  ou t  and se l l  the  po l1  tax ,  o therw ise  they

cou ldn ' t  vo te .

Th is  wou ld  be  l i ke  on  weekends?

t ,Jeekends,  r igh t ;  o r  peop le  tha t  d idn ' t  work  dur ing  the

day  or  whatever  the  case.  L ike  we had a  jo t  o f  vo lun-

teers r  . ) rou  know,  tha t  wou ld  go  and g ive  the i r  t ime.

L ike  Mrs .  Rami rez ,  fo r  i ns tance ,  doesnr t  work ,  shers

always been able to af ford to stay home and her hus*

band does  nea l  we i l .  So  she was ab le  to  vo lun teer  and

go ou t  and wr i te  po ' l i  taxes .  And werd  do  i t  on  Satur -

days  o r  wheneyer  we  cou ld .  Bu t  see , . th i s  t s . the  insp i -

ra t ion  tha t  th i s  person . . .  Bu t  see ,  tha t  was  even
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A .

pr ior tc my LULAC days, now. The other LULAC

peop le  were  do ing  i t .  I  was  do ing  i t  because I  was

bare' ly start ing LULAC, but I  was st j l  I  not  very

much in  the  po l i t i ca l  scene.  I  was  there  because

Raymond Te l les  insp i red  a l l  these peop le  to  the

extent that ,  let  me te1l  you that people that  had

never ,  ever ,  ever  vo ted- - l4ex jcan peop le  I 'm ta lk ing

abou t - -o r  ever ,  ever ,  taken . . .we l l ,  they  cou ldn ' t

vote because they never had a pol1 tax,  would go

out  and bu l r  a  po11 tax .  But  he  knew Raymond Te l les

was going to run. Raymond Tel les was a meLicano,

and wou ldn ' t  i t  be  wonder fu l  i f  Raynond Te l ies ,  i f

we would have the f j rst  Mexican-American l4ayor,  the

c i ty  o f  E1 Paso?

What  were  some o f  the  o ther  ]oca t ions  tha t  reg is te red

voters  ?

0h, al l  over in the l j i tyJ.

in  a l l  the  s to res ,  the  ma in

t i  on .

And you know, we'd go out

s to res ,  w€ 'd  have a  loca-

A :

Cou ld  you name some o f  them? You mean l i ke  in  the  down-

town area?

Downtown area, we would go into the downtown area. And

we would even, of ,  course at  the County Courthouse we

wou ld  even have somet ' imes a  l i t t le  desk  there  in  the

County  Cour thouse  to  he lp  the . . .  J .C .  Penney 's  were

very  coopera t iVe  a1so,  and a  lo t  o f  the  s to fes  tha t

wou ld  g ive  us  an  oppor tun i ty  to  go  se11 po l ' l  taxes .
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l , Ie1 I ,  probably  the newpaper .

Raymond a lo t .  That  was Ed

o f  t he  E l  Paso  Hera ld -pos t .

Popu lar  and l , Jh j te  House?

Popu lar  and ln lh i te  House,  a l1  the  b ig  downtown

stores were very cooperat ive.

These were LULAC tables?

Yes ,  yes .

What  abou t  go ing  in to  the  sou ths ide  i t se l f?

0h ,  we l l  see ,  the  peop le  in  the  sou ths ide  wou ld

come and reg is te r  a t  the  Cour thouse jus t  to  go  vo te .

When you f ind  a  person f rom the  souths ide  tha t  has

never  vo ted  go ing  in to  the  b ig ,  enormous to  them,

Ci ty -County  Bu i ld ing  to  reg is te r  to  vo te- -my God,

tha t ' s  an  accompl i shment  in  j t se l f .  I  mean,  no t

reg is te r ,  bu t  buy  the  po l l  tax .

They  were  coming on  the ' in  own?

0h,  on  the i r  own,  on  the i r  own,

f rom wj th in .  No one had to  go

no one had to te l  I  them. That

and i t  was  Raymond Te l les ,  And

Te l les  to  w in  so ,  I  mean,  they

I  mean.  When they  rea1 ly  have

p i re ,  they '11  go  ou t  and  do  j t .

Who was bas ica l  l y  spread ' ing  the

the  bar r io?

word ,  espec  i a l  1y  ' i n{ J :

n .

you know.  And i t  came

and ob l  iga te  them and

was a llgllgano" runn'ing

they wanted Raymond

had to .  So tha t ' s  what

someone tha t  w i l l  ins -

i  '  I  I  te l ' l  you who he1 ped

Pu l l ey ,  who  was  the  ed j to r

And the other  one that

he lped  h in r  a  l o t  was  Ra lph  Se i t s inge r ,  you  know,  he ' l ped



Acosta

h im one heck  o f  a  lo t .  There  was qu i te  a  number

o f  Ang lo  peop le  tha t  were  very  much invo ' l ved .

h l j thou t  the  Ang lo  vo te ,  l e t ' s  no t  k jd  ourse lves ,

Rayrnond would not have gotten elected, But he

was such a  good pub ' l i c  servant .  He was bas ica l l y

a  g rea t ,  in te l  l ' i gen t  person,  tha t  he  d  jd  have

qu i te  a  b i t  o f  suppor t  f rom the  Ang losT.  And I

th ink his opponent was a very tough opponent,  /TomI

Rogers.

G:  D id  you ever  go  persona l ly  in to  the  souths ide  to  re -

g is te r  vo ters?

A:  0h ,  yes .  0h ,  a lways ,  a lways .

G: Door- to-door'?

A: Door- to-doon, door- to-door.

G:  What  about  the  use  o f  any  churches  or  s to res  in  the

souths  i  de?

Abso l  u te ly - -churches ,  s to res .

I 'Jhat churches? Sacned Heart ,  Saint  Ignat iue?

Sacred Hear t ,  Sa in t  Ignat ius .  You know,  we 'd  s tand

ou ts ide  and  have  our  l i t t l e  tab le  and  so  fo r th  and

reg ' i s te r  peop l  e ,  and te11 them about  a l  I  th is .

Any part icular stores that you remember? Whene you

set  up  tab les?

The southside, there were so many stores,  you know,

severa l  s to res  in  the  souths jde ,  near  a round the  Bowie

area pant icu la r ly .  Wel i ,  a l l  the  schoo ls  a t  tha t  t imeo

you know, the Aoy area and so forth.  5o we were al l  over.

36
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But these were most ly a ' lot  of  the women that urere

do ing  th is?

A lot  of  the v lomeni 00r and a lot  of  men too, Remem-

ber  they  have the  men 's  counc i l .  They  wou ld  rea l l y

go  a l l  ou t ,  and  I 'm  te l l i ng  you ,  w i th  such  en thus iasm.

iPerg I as muieres lg@.ie!" .ey!3g!gg?

0h, absolutely. 0I' si, .ltrlg.!.1-:.M-, l!ggh'!:imo-. Quite

a  number  o f  us  wou ld  go  ou t  and vo lun teer ,  espec ia l l y

on  a  Sat ruday  when we d idn ' t  have to  wor .k ,  because

most  o f  us  had to  work ,  you  know.  So l i ke  i  sa id ,

j t  was  insp i ra t ion ,  mot iva t ion .  | ^ le  were  mot iva ted ,

you know.  t ^ le  had someone o f  our . . . you  know,  one o f

us ,  one  o f  us .

Cou ld  I  ment ions  some o f  names o f  women tha t  I ' ve  been

to ld  were  invo lved.  Lucy  House.

Yes ,  Mrs .  House .

|l las she a Mexican?

0h ,  yes .  Her  husband  i s  a  Mex ican  a lso ,  Char les  House .

Mrs .  House was the  w i fe  o f  Joe  Ray,  the  a t to rney .

G:  A t  tha t  t ime?

A:  A t  tha t  t ime,

G:  I s  she  s t i l l  mamied?

A:  No ,  she  i s  mar r ied  to  Char les  House ,  who  a lso

Bowie .  He 's  a  mex icano .  He  jus t  ca r r ied  the

went to

Ang' lo

name, but he'5 a 11qxlggrp himself .

Piro .{l-1 yj-.9:lg. ltqerlg, i.noj

No,  no.

G:
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G:  0h ,  she 's  s t i l l  a l i ve?

A:  Yes ,  she 's  s t i l l  a l  i ve .

G:  And she was invo lved in  your  LULAC counc i l?

A: No, Number 9.  lv l rs.  Santos next door here,  l4o1ly

San tos ,  she 's  jn  Counc i l  Number  9 .

How about  a  Mrs .  Aranda?

Her  f i r s t  name I  th ink  i s  Cruz .  Yes  Mrs .  A randa .

I  s t i l l  t h ink  she  works  a t  C i t y  Ha1 l .  I f  tha t ' s

the  same Aranda,  I  th jnk  she s t i l l  works  a t  C i ty  Ha l l

G:  How about  a  Mrs .  P imente l  ?

A :  I ' ve  heard  the  name bu t  I 'm  no t  fami l i a r  w i th  her .

G:  And Sef ro ra  A lber t  Armendar iz?

A:  0h ,  yes ,  de f in i te l y .  Mrs .  A rmendar iz  was  a lso  p re -

s iden t  o f  Counc i l  Number  9 .

G:  She  was  in  Counc i l  9 .

Yeah ,  she  was  one  o f  the i r  p res iden ts .

Can you thjnk of  any other names of  women?

t^ le l l ,  o f  women tha t  were  h igh ly  invo lved  in  po l i t i cs ,

tha t  were  non-LULACers ,  l j ke  I  to ld  you,  Mrs .  Mata .  i

can ' t  th ink  o f  he r  f i r s t  name.

She 's  no  
' longer  

a l  ' i ve  i  s  she?

No,  she 's  no t  a l i ve .

What about some other women?

We1 i ,  I  can  te1 l  you  a  lo t  o f  the  ones  tha t  he lped  in

the  campaign  . tq  R ichard ,  bu t  I  can ' t  th jnk  o f  tha t

many in  the  Raymond Te l les  Campaign ,  bu t  Mrs .  Mata .

You ment joned something of  when you registered and you got

3B
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the  do l la r  seventy - f i ve ,  someth ing  about  a  quanter .

Yes .  The  County  wou ld  a l low us  a  quar te r  to  se l l

the po1 I  tax,  so of  course the more the po1 I  taxes

we so ld . . .  And  even  in  la te r  years ,  . you  know,  no t

jus t  dur ing  the  Raymond Te l les  o r  a f te r ,  in  la te r

years  up  un t i l  t he  po11  tax  was  abo l i shed ,  they

wou ld  le t  c i v i c  o rgan iza t ions ,  non-p ro f i t  c i v j c

o rgan iza t ions ,  se l l  po l l  taxes ,  and  we wou ld  ge t

a  quar te r  o f f  o f  every  po l1  tax  we so ld .  So we

made a  l i t t le  money to  augment  our  educat iona l  fund,

our  scho la rsh jp  fund ,  ' cause  tha t ' s  were  a l l  ou r

money went.

Now the  e lec t ion  o f  '57  was charac ter ized  by  a  k ind

of  under tone because Te l les  was a  Mex ican-Amer ican.

Can you te l l  me any  examples  or  inc jdents  o f  th ings

tha t  you  heard  about  the  k ind  o f  an t j -Mex jcan or

even  an t i -Ca tho l j c  unden tone  campa ign  go ing  on  in

tha t  e lec t  jon?  Were  you aware  o f  th is  k ' ind  o f  th ' ing?

No.  I ' l l  be  ve ry  f rank  w i th  you ,  I  wasn ' t  ve ry  aware .

I 'm  sure  tha t  the  Ca tho l i c  re l ig ion  were  abso lu te ly  a  hun-

dred  percent  a t  the  t ime fo r  Te l les .  I  don ' t  know whether

there had been any other mayors that  had been Cathol jc.

I 'm sure  there  had been,  you know,  in  E l  Paso,  and there

has been since. Mayor t r ' lest fa l l  was a Cathol  ic  for"  sure.

What  about  the  an t i - l4ex ican sent iment?

No.  I  te l l  you ,  I  know tha t  o f  course  the  endorsement

o f  the  newspaper ,  tha t  tha t  endorsement  tha t  Pu l ' ley  gave

tr :



Acosta

to  Te l les ,  was  cer ta in ly  someth ing  tha t  was  unprece-

dented ,  .you  know.  0 f  course  the  T imes na tura l l y  en-

dorsed Rogers.  That I  rembmber very v iv id ly.  There

was no way that the Times was going to endorse Raymond

Te l les ,  even i f  they  may have I i ked  h im,  because he

was an  exce l len t  County  C lerk .  ln le l1 ,  he  was a  County

Clerk ,  i t  was  a l l  r igh t .  Bu t  good gr ie f ,  l , ' l ayor  o f

/_ th {  C i ty  o f  E1 Paso,  who cou ld  th ink  o f  a  Mex ican

be ing  the  Mayor  o f  the  c i ty  o f  E ' l  Paso.  But  as  sar -

cas t i c  as  I  wou ld  l j ke  to  be ,  tha t ' s  abou t  as  sa rcas-

t i c  as  I  can  ge t .

But  anyway,  I 'm sure  tha t  I  can  te l l  you  pos ' i t i ve

that Raymond had a lot  of  help f rom the money people

tha t  had some. . .  You know,  i  th ink  he  had worked h ' i s

campaign  proper lyn  and I  th ink  a l l  the  a ldermen tha t

ran  w i th  h im,  s ince  he  ran  on  a  t i cke t - -you know,  a t

tha t  t " ime they  were  s t i l l  runn ing  in  t i cke t ,  no t  ' i n

d js t r i c t - -a l l  the  res t  o f  the  a ldermen were  a l1  Ang los .

See,  he  was the  top  man,  bu t  a l l  the  res t ,  
' l  

i ke  Ra lph

Se i ts inger ,  and I  th ink  Ted Bender  was on  h is  /T ickeT7.

G:  0h ,  yes ,  Ted Bender ,  and Jack  l ^ lh j te .

A :  And Jack .  And who 's  the  o ther  guy?

G:  i t  was  Enn ie  Crag in .

A :  Yeah ,  Enn ie  Crag in .  So  those  four  peop le  I 'm  sure

he lped qu i te  a  b i t .  Bu t  they  be l ieved in  h im,  they

rea1 ly  be l ieved in  h im,  and ther ,e  was a  lo t  o f  p ther

peop le  tha t  had means tha t  be l ieved in  h im.  Otherw ise ,
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he 'd  have never  been ab le  to  canry  ou t  the  campaign ,

le t ' s  no t  fooJ  ourse lves .  Bu t  see ,  i t  was  tha t  ins -

p i ra t ion ,  though .

G:  Can you te l l  me what  you d id  on  e lec t ion  day  to  he lp

get  ou t  the  vo te?

0h ,  God yes .  I ' l l  t e11  you .  I  reco l lec t  tha t  we

ce lebra ted  in  Mrs .  Te l les '  house ,  and  we worked  l i ke

crazy .  I  remember  work jng  the  prec inc ts .  I  th ink

tha t ' s  about  the  on ly  t ime tha t  i  have ever ,  . i f  you

want  to  ca l l  wa lk jng  the  p rec inc ts .  :

l^Jhat precincts?

| . Je  used  to  l i ve  inn  we i l ,  a lways  l i ved  up  here .  We

vote  now jn  Radford  Schoo l  fo r  G i r l sn  bu t  a t  tha t  t jme

we vo ted  a t ,  ' i t  was  a  garage,  wou ld  you be ' l ieve? I t

was a garage-type thing around Trowbt idge and Radford

St ree t .  I t  was  jus t  a  garage,  somebody 's  house tha t

would open the garage to vote in--you know, th. is type

of th ing.  And I  remember going over there to vote and

then t ry ing  to  pass  ou t  l ' i te ra tu re ,  whatever  the  case

may be ,  and he lp ing  ou t .

In  the  prec inc ts  a round the  area  tha t  you  1  i ved?

In  the  prec inc ts  a round the  area ,  wh ich  were  h igh ly

Ang io  a t  the  t jme.  I  mean,  s t r i c t l y  Ang lo .

What was the react ion to your wor"k?

I  can  te l ]  you  tha t  we worked i t  so  we l1"  and he  was

so wel I  known, that  we real  lyr  reAl  ly,  tpu' ly d jd not

ge t  very  much. . . they  v /e re  recept ive  to  us ,  yoU know,

they rea' l ly  were recept ive.  And the campaign was so
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c1ean,  and i t  was  no th ing  o ther  than perhaps  jus t

one person runn ing  aga ins t  the  o ther .  I t  rea l ' l y

wasn ' t  wha t  you  wou ld  ca l l  a  mud s l ing ing ,  be-

cause Raymond wi l ' l  not  stoop to that  k ind of  cam-

pa ign .

Did you ever at tend any of  the ral l ies thbt  were

Te l les  fund ra isers?

No"  I  don ' t  th ink  I  d id  a t  the  t jme.  you  know,  i

don ' t  reco l lec t  a t  the  t ime tha t  I  d id . .  I  mus t ,ve ,

I  know I  must have, because I  know that he was a

tremendous speaker,  he was extremely knowledgeable,

and I  know that the debates that they had with

Rogers,  that  Raymond always came up on top. I  can

te l l  you  tha t  fo r  exper ience,  tha t  he  was rea11y

very wel l  versed, he was educated enough to,  capable

enough o f  tak ing  jus t  about  anyoner  /ou  know.

Did the other women in the LULAC counci l  work the

prec inc ts  a l  so?

0h,  yes ,  yes .  I  mean Counc i l  Number  9  was in  ex is -

tence. l r le were barely gett ing our charter,  0K? l^ le

were  no t  a  char te red  counc i l ,  bu t  I  as  an  ind iv idua l

d id  go  ou t  and he lp  ou t  as  much as  we cou ld ,  we rea l l y

d id .  And  we jus t  d id .

G:  Pass ing  ou t  lea f le ts  and th ings  l i ke  tha t?

A:  Lea f l  e ts ,  and  jus t .  .  .

G:  Nere  these bo th  in  Eng ' l  i sh  and Span ish?

A:  No ,  s t r i c t l y  in  Eng l i sh .
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TAPE #2

G: can you te l l  me what  the e lect ion of  Raymond re l les

meant for the Mexjcan-American community?

} l le1 ' l  ,  i  t  meant  o f  course ,  , ,We f  ina l1y  made i t . , ,  51e

f ina l l y  go t  a  mayor  e lec ted ,  a  mex icano mayor  e lec ted ,

mayor of  a major c i ty in the Uni ted States,  Vou know.

At  tha t  t ime we were  th ink ing ,  , 'My  God,  wou ldn , t  i t

begreat to have a Mexican Governor."  That 's how far

back we were thinking, you know. l , le thought that  he

would be so wel l  known and woultJ do such a great job,

wh ich  he  d id ,  you  know"  And o f  course ,  we were  so  sac l . . .

e lated fon him at  the t ime that he was appointed Anrbas-

sador by Kennedy, but yet  we knew that we were going

to  lose  h im.  And we were  los ing  our  p r ized  posses ion

tha t  we had worked so  hard  to . . . you  know.  And i t  was

jus t  a  g rea t  loss  on  our  par t  when he  was g iven the

ambassadorsh ip .  And o f  course ,  i t  was  w ise  o f  h im to

accept  i t .  Bu t  we were  so  e la tedr  we f ina l ' l y  had go t ten

one o f  our  own and we sa id ,  , ,Th . is  i s  jus t  the  beg inn ing .

From here on we can do whatever we want,  and elect  who-

ever  we fee l  i s  the  bes t  qua l i f ied ,  and we can e lec t

more  H ispan ics ,  "  a l rd  so  fo r th  and so  fo r th .  And o f

course  tha t  d idn ' t  happen ,  i t  d idn , t  mate r ia l i ze .

You went  to  the  Te l les  home tha t  n igh t  a f te r  the  e lec t ion?

I  went  to  R ichard  re l les '  house,  yeah.  They  were  ce le -

bra t ing  a1 l  over  and they  had a  ce lebra t ion ; . .God,  they

G:

A:



Acosta 44

G:

n .

were hav ing so many ce lebrat ions a l l  over .  i  re-

co l lect  they had the i r  headquar ters  a t . . .  l {here

the heck was their headquarters?

I think i t  was downtown.

Yeah, i t  was downtown somewhere, and I  reco' l lect  that

very,  so v iv id ' ly .  And I  was just  very,  so rel ieved

and so happy when the.. .  0f  course at  the t ime, I

don ' t  reco l lec t  how the  absentee  vo te  came ' in .  But

I  recol lect  that  I  th ink that  Raymond won i t ,  you know.

And i f  he  d idn ' t  w in  i t ,  I 'm  th ink ing  tha t  he  los t  i t

by just  a few votes,  But when al  I  the returns started

coming in  and par t ' i cu1ar1y  the  hundred percent  Ch icano

barr io,  you know. I  mean i f  Rogers got one vote out

o f  th ree ,  four ,  f i ve  hundred.  .  .  and  i  t  s t i  I  I  happens,

you see i t ,  you see i t  when you see the precincts,  you

know.  So,  o f  course  we were  jus t  so ,  so  e la ted"  i t

was  jus t  a  jub ' i l an t ,  we  were  a l l  so  jub i lan t  tha t  i t

was  jus t  unbe l ievab le .  I  th ink  i t  took  us  p robab ly

a  month  to  f ina l ]y ,  you  know,  se t t le  down.

So of  course when he started, he'd been Mayor,

and we started gett ing to know each other,  wel i ,  get t ing

to know dut ies.  Then in the meant imer oul"  counci l  had

been chartered-- th ' is  was six,  seven months later.  And

consequent ly ,  I  was  invo lved in  the  organ iza t ion  and

I th ink very much involved. And I  was appointed, through

I 'm sure  the  suggest ion  o f  h is  b ro ther  R ichardo to  serve

on this commit tee to select  our recreat jon s i te for  the



Acosta

Parks and Recreat ion on this s ide,  to where the

boys could have a place to play and so forth.  lde

had The El  Paso Boys'  Club on Florence, but they

needed another boys'  c lub,  but they wanted i t  out

here  on  th is  o ther  a rea ,  So tha t ' s  the  f i rs t  commi t -

tee  tha t  I  go t  appo in ted  to ,  by  h im,  and he  appo in ted

several  key people,  among them Dr.  Francisco Licon

and myse l f ,  and I  th ink  there  was th ree  or  four  more

o f  us ,  I  don ' t  reca l l .

To what part icular conrnj t tee?

That  commi t tee  to  se lec t  a  s i te  fo r

a  boys '  c lub  jn  the  a rea . . .wha t  do

area out here?

East  E l  Paso.

a  bu i l d i ng  o f

you  ca l l  t h i s

G:

A: t^ le l l ,  Border  a rea .  h le  f ina l l y  se lec ted  the  De l ta

area ,  and the  De l ta  Parks  and Recreat ion  was bu i l t

there ,  and a lso  the  boys '  c lub  was subsequent ly  bu i l t

there .

G:  Th is  was done under  the  Te l les  Admin is t ra t ion?

A:  Yes ,  i t  was  done under  the  Te l les  Adm. in is t ra t ion .  And

tha t  was  our  f i rs t  job .  That  was my f i rs t  commi t tee .

And frorn there on, af ter  Raymond lef t . . .how many years

did he serve, I  forgot?

G:  Un t i l  ' 61 ,  fou r  years .

A: l ' |as he re-el ected?

G:  He was re -e lec ted  w i thout  oppos i t ion  in  '59 .

A:  Then when he  le f t ,  t f ren  Ra lph  Se i ts inger  took  over ,

r ight? He was the Mayor pro tem.
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He was  e lec ted  h imse l f  i n  ' 6 . l .

R igh t ,  r igh t  0K.  So then Ra lph  appo in ted  me to

another  conmi t tee .  And wh i le  Ra lph  was jn  o f f i ce ,

then I was selected the LULAC l,loman of the Year

in  ' 62 ,  d i s t r i c tw ise ,  s ta tew ise ,  and  subsequen t l y

na t ionwide .  So I  served unden Ra lph 's  Admins t ra -

t ion .  Then a f te r  Ra lph  came,  I  th ink ,  who was j t ,

was  i t  Judson b l i l l i ams?

Judson  Wi l  I  i ams.

0K,  under  Judson ln l i l l i ams I  th ink  I  served in  two,

three commit tees.

Can you te l l  me what  you th ink  were  the  spec i f i c

concre te  accomp' l j shments  o f  the  Te l les  Admin is t ra -

t ion  when Te l les  was Mayor?  you 've  ment ioned fo r

examp' le  the  boys '  c lub .  What  o ther  th ings  l  i ke

parks or whatever?

The boys 's  c1ub,  Parks  and Recreat " ion .

Espec ' ia l " l y  in  te rms o f  the  Mex jcan  popu ia t ion ,  what  do

you  th ink  Te l les  d id  spec i f i ca l l y  tha t  bene f i t ted  the

Mextcan popu la t jon ,  in  a  concre te  sense?

We' l '1 "  as ide  f rom the  insp i ra t . ion  and cons t ruc t . ion

and  so  fo r th ,  and  a lso  ge t t ing  the  H ispan ic  invo lved

into commit tees, and to serve . in boards wi th the Ci ty

of  El  Paso, whereby before the only name that you

wou ld  ever  hear  wou ld  be  Ern ie  ponce.  [ rn ie  ponce,

he  was  an  a lderman.  I  th ink  he  was  an  a lderman under . . .

He  was  ac tua l l y  I ta l i an .
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I^le'l i  , not real ly but. . .

0K ,  he  perce ived  h imse l f  as  I ta l i an .

I  even heard  tha t  one t ime they  sa id ,  , ' you  know

Mrs .  Pons?"  And I  sa id ,  " l ' l ns .  Pons? No,  I  don ' t .

"Yeah, you know l4ary Pons."  I  said,  , 'you mean Mary

Ponce. "  " l l Je l  I  ,  she  sa id  Pons. "  And I  sa id ,  ' , l , l e l  I

I  don' t  care what she saidn but her name is lv lary

Ponce. "  So,  we 'd  go  in to  tha t  conversa t ion .  But

she 's  a  beaut i fu l  lady  and so  fo r th ,  bu t  they  are . . .

we l l . . .

So  he  appo in ted  var ious  Mex icans  to  boards?

So he appo in ted  and go t  us  in te res ted ,  you  know,  jn

government . . . i n  the  government ,  . i n  par t i c ipa t . i ng ,  i n

ge t t ing  ourse ]ves  jnvo lved,  ge t t ing  ourse lves  commi t ted .

And th is  i s  where  i t  a l l  s ta r ted  fo r  many o f  us .  I  don ' t

spec i f i ca l l y . . . l  wou ld  by  l y ing  i f  I  cou ld  te l l  you  tha t

I  would remember everything that happened. I  don' t .

Do you remember  any th ing  spec i f i c  l i ke  parks  and th ings

in  the  souths ide  tha t  were  done dur inE tha t  t ime?

No,  o ther  than the  De ' l ta ,  I  can ' t  fo r  the  l i fe  o f  me.  I

w ish  I  cou ld ,  bu t  I  can ' t .  I t ' s  p robab ly  a  mat te r  record

tha t  he  d id ,  you  know.  I 'm sure  tha t  he  d id ,  many,  many

th ings  tha t  perhaps  a re  to  h is . . . tha t  he  con t r ibu ted  to

the  C i ty  o f  E l  Paso,  o ther  than be ing  the  f i rs t  Mex ican-

Amer ican Mayor .  He must 've  come to  the  a t ten t ion  o f  be ing

as  popu lar  as  hd  was here  dur ing  the  Kennedy Admin is t ra t ion ,

and he must 've been very wel l  l iked becuase he was nominated
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and very  much backed by  the  peop le  o f  E l  paso,  the

Democra ts  themse lves ,  to  whereby  he  was e lec ted ,  ! r )u

know,  they  cou ldn ' t  have had a  be t te r  cho ice .  And I

unders tand f rom what  I  hear ,  no t  jus t  f rom what  i

hear ,  what  Inve  read in  the  newspapers ,  tha t  he  was

jus t  an  exce l  len t  Ambassador  to  Costa  R ica  because

they  rea ' | l y ,  rea i l y  I  i ked  h im qu i te  a  b i t ,  because

o f  course ,  he  spoke  the i r  l anguage .

Speak ing  about  Kennedy,  were  you and the  o thers  who

were  invo lved  in  the  '57  campa ign ,  a lso  b rough t  in to

the Viva Kennedy Movement here in I  960?

0h,  yes  ,  y€s .

Can  you  te l l  me a  l i t t l e  abou t  tha t?

Aga inn  .you  know,  w i th  the  same insp i ra t ion  because

Kennedy o f  course  was jus t  such a . .  .  i t  was  a l  I  tha t

cfrar i  sma that.  he had, l 'o make a I  on g story s hort  ,

when Kennedy was carnpafgn ing  and he  was coming to  E1

Paso tha t  one n igh t ,  and speak  a t  the  a i rpor t ,  here  a t

the  E l  Paso A i rpor t ,  w8 were  hav ing  a  LULAC func t ion

tha t  n igh t .  I  don ' t  reco : l l ec t  wha t  counc i l  was  hav ing

i t ,  bu t  mos t  o f  the  lad ies  tha t  were  the reo  sa id ,  , ,We l l ,

I  don ' t  care  about  the  func t ion ,  and when he  comes,  a t

the  hour  tha t  he  comes,  w€ ' re  tak ing  o f f r , '  we were  a l l

go inE.  And  we d id .  I  th ink  mos t  o f  us  jus t  took  o f f ;

We l4tere coning hacl t  to the LULAC funct ion,  but most of

us  took  o f f .

A :

A :
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At  tha t  t ime ,  when  we go t  the re  to  the . . . i t

was  jus t  jam packed.  I  mean,  thousands o f  peop len

But for tunate^ly s ince I  happened to know a lot  of

people at  that  t ime, Mauro Rosas was the state re-

presenta t ive ,  and he  was ins ide  the  rope.  And I

remember very dist inct ly that  Mrs.  Conrad Ramirez,

Cora  Rami rez  and I ,  I  don ' t  know how we w igg led  our

way in through where the ropes were. But we were

st i l l  very far  away from the plat form and we couldn' t

even get through with such a mob" And I  saw Mauro.

Mauro graduated with me from Bowie High School ,  and I

ye l led  a t  h im,  and I  sa id ,  "Mauro ,  Mauro  come here . "

And I  said,  " Is there any way you can get us over there

up to  the  p la t fo rm?"  'Cause you had to  be  a  V . I .P  to

be able to get r ight  smack to where the p ' lat form l*uV.

He sa id ,  "Sure  come on. "  And he  to ld  the  po l i ceman,

" I  know these women,  I ' I I  be  respons ib le  fo r  them."

So he  go t  us  ;unden the  ropes  and I  was  s tand ing  r igh t

smack there  where  the  p la t fo rm was.  When he came t0 . . .

and the  p lane f lew in ,  and w i th  h im o f  course  was Lyndon

Johnsonn the  migh ty  Sam Rayburn ,  and o f  course  the  Pres ident .

And Jack ' ie  wasn ' t  w i  th  h i rn ,  bu t  h is  s is te rs  were .  Two o f

h is  s is te rs  were  there  w i th  h im.  0 f  course  we were  a l l

ius t  s imp ly  fasc ina ted  by  the  man,  0 f  course  he  had tha t

char isma tha t  he  wou ld  jus t . . .a l l  you  had to  do  was look

at him and you were sold,  you know.

G: l , r las that  what part icular ly at t racted you, the char isma?
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As ide  f rom tha t  o f  course ,  tha t  he  wou ld  be ,  i f  he

was  e lec ted ,  the  f i r s t  Ca tho l i c .  To  us  tha t  meant

a  lo t .  To  us  tha t  a re  Ca tho l i cs ,  i t  rneans  a  lo t .  I

don ' t  know why  i t  shou ld ,  bu t  i t  does .  I t ' s  j us t

l i ke  they  ask  me,  " t , Je11 ,  why  do  you  H ispan ics  th ink

tha t  you ' re  so  pr iv i ' l eged,  what  n rakes  you th ink

you ' re  so  p r i v i ' l eged ,  why  can ' t  you  jus t  l i ve  a lone

and  qu i t  b r ing ing  up  the  d isc r im ina t ion  and  a r  th i s

k ind  o f  s tu f f? "  I  says , , , I  don , t  know, "  I  say ,  , , I t , s

hecause perhaps  we 've  a lways  been unde. t rh .  thumb o f

somebody and we ' re  t ry ing  to  have our  own ident i t y .

I t ' s  no t  tha t  we want  to  be  super io r ,  bu t  we want  to

have  a  l i t t l e  par " i t y ,  wh ich  i s  someth ing  tve  haven , t

had.  "  And tha t ' s  the  argument  I  a lways  br ing  /_ou{ .

Rut  anyway,  I  don ' t  know what  insp i red  us  o ther

than , . ,  Me persona l l y ,  o f  course ,  h is  you th  fo r  one .

He iden t i f i ed  w i th  us ,  you  know;  h is  you th ;  h i s  re l i -

g ion ;  he  was jus t  t ra ined so  we l l  to  be  pres ident  tha t

I  th ink  tha t  pe rhaps  we jus t  fe l l  f o r  a l l  the  pub l i c i t y ,

us  he ing  so  fa r  away f ronr  Wash ing ton .  Every th ing  tha t

tha t  represented  was what  we l i ked .

[ ' las there a part icular persona' l  contact  between the

Kennedy Campaign  peop ' le  and groups  l i ke  LULAC?

There  was la te r  on .  As  a  mat te r  o f ' fac t  the  sad expe-

r ience  was ,  and  I ' 1 ' l  re la te  th i s  to  you ,  the  day  be fo re

he d ied ,  was  he  was g iven honorary  membersh ip  in  LULAC

at  Houston ,  Texas ,  And I  was  supposed to  be  over  there .

A .

A:
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Bu t  because  I  cou ldn ' t  l eave  the  o f f i ce  and  I

cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  t rave l  a t  tha t  t ime,  I  was  no t

a t  tha t  func t ion ,  But  LULAC honored h in r  the  n igh t

be fore  he  was k i l ' l ed .  t {e  was in  Houston  tha t  n igh t

hecause  i t  wasn ' t  i n  Da l las ,  and  then  the  fo l low ing

morn ing  tha t ' s  when  he  f lew in to  Da l las  and  tha t ,s

when he  was k i l led .  And we ho ld  a  copy  o f  the  cer t i -

f i ca te  tha t  we presented  to  h im and honored h im,  made

h im an honorary  LULAC membeno h jm and Jack ie  Kennedy.

Isn ' t  tha t  a  co inc idence?  Bu t  i t  happened .  Tha t ,s

the  n igh t ,  And  our  na t iona l  p res iden t  a t  tha t  t ime ,

and Mrs.  Paul  Andq b,ere the ones that made the pre-

senta t ion ,  Pau l  Ando was our  na t iona l  p res ident ,  I

was  Nat iona l  D i rec to r  o f  Youth .  That  was the  year

tha t  I  was  e lec ted  a lso  as  Woman o f  the  Year ,  o r  the

year  a f te r ,  whateyer .

Were  you a  member  o f  the  V iva  Kennedy C lub  here  loca l l y?

No.  No ,  I  wasn ' t .  i  d idn ' t  Eo  ou t  and  campa ign  as  much

as  I  wou ld ' ve  l i ked  because  I  d idn , t  have  the  oppor tu -

n i t y .  Bu t  I  ce r ta in ly  was  he lp ing  as  much  as  I  cou lc l .

Peop le  were  reE is te r ing  fo r  th is?

0h ,  yeah .  You  know,  I ' rn  t r y ing  to  reco l lec t ,  i t ' s

been such a  long t ime ago,  and I 'm t ry ing  to  remember

a l l  the  bu t tons  and I 'm t ry ing  to  remember  every th ing .

l 'm  pos i t i ve  tha t  I  was ,  bu t  o f  course ,  LULAC a t  the

t ime no t  be ing  po ' l i t i ca l ,  no t  be ing  ab le  to  endorse ,

we wou ld  do  i t  i n  an  ind iv idua l  bas is .  You  know,  we
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would  keep away f rom the  organ iza t ion  because we

have a  few repub l icans  and so  fb r th  in  the  organ i -

za t i  on  .

G :  Eu t  you  d id  reg is te r  a  lo t  o f  vo te rs?

A:  0h ,  God,  y€S.

G:  I t  was  very  s in r i l a r  to  the  !57  /Campa ig ! .

A :  0h ,  yes :  j€s ,  very  s imi  I  a r  to  /TnaV,  because

he  jus t  i nsp i red  a l l  o f  us .  And  I  remember  tha t  we

wa f ted ,  you  know,  I  r emember  tha t  I  d idn ' t  s l eep

a l l  t ha t  n i gh t  because  t he  vo t i ng  was  so  c l ose ,  and

we  we re  wa tch ing  t . v .  t Je  s tayed  up  un t i l  f i na l l y ,

f i na l l y ,  a1 l  o f  t he  s ta tes  came  i n  and  f o r  su re  he

was  e l ec ted  because ,  I  t h i nk  t he  marg in  o f  h . i s  e l ec -

t j on  was  on l y  a  f ew . . .

0h ,  i t  was  t e r r i b l y  c ' l ose .

0h,  God, ' i t  was  te r r ib l y  c1ose .

tha t  i t  was  jus t  p i t i f u l .

I t  was  jus t  so  c lose

Let  me ask you about  the 
. |970 

Canrpaign,  when Raymond

Te l1es  came back  and  he  cha l l enged  R icha rd  Wh" i t e  fo r  t he

Congress iona l  sea t ,  Te l l  me  abou t  t ha t  campa ign  and  wha t

you r  pos i t i on  was ,  and  some o f  t he  ea r l i e r  suppor te rs

o f  Te l l es ,  because  as  you  we ' l l  know,  the  resu l t s  were

ra the r  d i sas t rous .

Ve ry  d i sas t rous .  F i r s t ,  wha t  t hey  we re  c l a im ing ,  o f

course,  was the fact  that  Raymond Tel les no 
' longer  

be-

longed  to  the  peop ' l e  o f  E l  Paso ,  t ha t  he  was  i n  t ^ l ash ing ton

and  had  been  ove r  t he re ,  he  no  l onger  was  assoc ia ted  w . i t h
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El  Paso.  And I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  peop le  were  jus t  very

hur t  tha t  he  le f t ,  he  took  o f f  and le f t  us ,  you  know.

L ike  i f  we  were  h is  l  i t i l e  ch ickens  and  he  took  o f f

ard he lef t  us.  And when he tr ied to come back and

nun aga ins t  the  seat  tha t  was  he ld  by  a  very  conser ,

vat ive Democrat,  and a Dernocrat  that  a lot  of  people

l i ke "  and  par t i cu la r l y  a  lo t  o f  H ispan ic  l j ked ,  a l l

r ight? And of  course the staf f  that  l ,Jhi te had was

certainly Hispanic and happened to be LULAC members

and happened to  one o f  my c loses t  f r jends  a t  the

present  t ime.  But  a t  tha t  t ime when he  d jd  come,

the  H ispan ic  vo te  was  to ta l l y  d iv ided- - to ta l1y ,

to ta l  l y ,  to ta l  l y ,  d i v ided .

You were  one o f  the  Te l les  suppor te rs ,  I  assume?

:  You be t te r  be ] ieve  i t ,  sure  I  was .

:  But many previous supporters were no longer?

:  No longer there.  Queta Fierro was a worker,  worked

for  Congressman Whi te .

l ^ lhy  the  change,  why cou ldn ' t  they  accept  Te l les  in
'70  as  they  accep ted  h im in  ' 57?

Because they  were  s t i l l  hur t . . . the  fac t  tha t  he  le f t

G

A

u

A

and d idn ' t  s tay  here .

I  see, so there was a

h im leav ing .

Resented  h im leav ing

t l  Paso because they

was gonna be our next

l o t  o f  peop le  who  ac tua l l y  resen ted

us.  They  resented  h is  leav ing

had thoughts of  grandeur that  he

Governor,  that  he was gonna be



Acosta

s tay ing  here  ' in  the  s ta te

be the greatest  Mayor El

never  f in ished h is  second

tha t  someth ing  te r r ib le .

of  Texas. He was gonna

Paso ever had. And he

term. They resented

You sa id  Rr 'chard  Whi te  was a  conserva t ive  Democra t .

You  d idnr t  th ink  tha t  he  was  tha t  e f fec t i ve  in

te rms o f  he lp ing  the  Mex ican-Amer ican popu la t ion?

I 'm sure  he  was .  I 'm  sure  he  was .  He ,s  a lways

been very responsive,  very recept ive to,  the Mexjcan-

f ,mer ican  popu la t ion .

But  I  rememben read ing  the  Te l les  l j te ra tu re  in  the
r70  campaign  tha t  po in ted  ou t  tha t  Whi te  had vo ted

ag ians t  a  io t  o f  soc ia l  l eg is la t ion ,  i nc lud ing  the

Civ ' i l  R igh ts  Ac t?

He 's  p robab iy  r igh t ,  they ' re  p robab ' l y  r igh t .  Bu t  see ,

a  lo t  o f  the  peop ie  d idn ' t  know about  i t ,  you  know,

they  wenen ' t  acqua in ted  w i th  i t .  I  know i t  and you

knew i t ,  bu t  they  d idn ' t ,  you  know.  And R ichard  l ^Jh i te

was so  we l l  l i ked  by  the  Ang lo  popu ' la t ion"  And even

though, you knowo he perhaps at  one t ime when he was

a Jun io r  Congressman or  when he  s ta r ted  h is  f i rs t  year ,

he  was no t  as  e f fec t i ve  as  he  la te r  was  in  h is  o ther

years .  He l rs  never  been a  person to  say .  . .  i  don ' t

know how many bi l ls  he went and put through or what he

d id ,  bu t  he  a lso  d idn , t  make  any  waves ,  0K?

He was bas ica l l y  a  conserva t ive?

A very  conserva t ive  person,  and a  lo t  o f  peop le  l i ke  h im.

A:
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Inc lud ing  a  lo t  o f  Mex ican-Amer icans .

0h, a t remendous amount of  Mexican-Americans. The

LULAC organ iza t ion  was  to ta l ' l y  d i v ided ,  to ta l l y  d i -

v ided*-one side for l ' lh i  te and one s jde for  Te' l ' les,

where  be fo reo  i t  was  a l l  Te l les .

D id  you th ink  yourse lves  tha t  Te l les  ran  an  e f fec-

t i ve  campaign  in  I970?

No,  I  donr t  th ink  he  d id ,  and  he  d idn , t  have  the  sup-

por t ,  na tuna l ly ,  o f  the  peop le  tha t  had suppor ted  h im

in  the  mayora l  campaign .  He d idn ' t  have ' thu  ronu,

back ing  tha t  he  had then.  R ichard  Whi te  had a l l  tha t

rnoney .  He had a l l  the  b ' ig  bus iness  and every th ing

e lse .  I  th ink  Raymond Te l les '  hands  were  very  much

t ied,  the fact  that  he had been gone away from the

c i ty  fo r  So long,  was  no t  as  famj l ia r  as  he  was.  He

had been gone qul te a number of  years,  Jou know.

I  heard  tha t  h is  hears  rea l l y  wasn ' t  in  the  campaign .

Ev iden t l y  i t  wasn ' t .  I  th ink  tha t  pe rhaps  he  p rob-

ably was rhore ef fect ive up in Washington and perhaps

maybe be ing  an  ambassador  and be ing  up  in  the  Wash ing ton

scener  o f  course  tha t rs  p robab ly  why he  thought  tha t

he would make a good Congressman. And he probably

wou ld 've  made an exce l len t  Congressman.  I  have no

qua lns  tha t  he  wou ld 've  been very ,  very  e f fec t i ve ;

v€l 'Jr  very ef fect ive.  I  th ink maybe perhaps. that

why he wasn' t  ef fect ive again was the mere fact ,

l i ke  I  sa id ,  tha t  we  don ' t  fo rge tn  and  a  lo t  o f
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Hispan ics  don ' t  fo rEet  the  fac t  tha t  he  went  o f f

and  le f t  us .

Th is  i s  1970,  and even here  in  E l  paso there  was

the  beg inn ' ings  o f  a  very  in tense youth  rebe l l ion

among young Ch icanos .  I  under tand tha t  they  d id

not receive him very we1 1 .

No,  no  they  d idn ' t .  And ne i ther  d . id  they  rece ive

tdh i te  very  we l l  e i ther .

So tha t  you th  back ing  tha t  was  back  there  jn  ,57 ,

l i ke  yoursd l f ,  was  no t  here  in  
. |970 .

l - las  no t  there ,  no t  a l l  o f  i t .  A  lo t  o f  us  s t i l l

was .  L ike  I  sa id ,  we  were  to ta l l y  d iv ided .  And

when we ' re  to ta l l y  d iv ided,  l i l<e  in  any  o ther  cam-

pa ign ,  we ' re  go ing  to  be  de fea ted  because the  Ang lo

vote is gonna come out and they're gonna pick who

they feel  is  their  Eood representat iver Vou know.

One las t  ques t ion .  Te l l  me how . impontan t  R ichard

Tel I es ha s been to Rayriond Tel I es ' ca reer, go i ng

back  to  1957.  l rJha t  was  R ichard ,s  ro le  in  tha t

1  957 Campaign?

Wel l ,  he did a t remendous amount of  work for  Raymond.

He to ta l ' l y  be l  ieves  i  n  h is  bnother ,  and he  rea l  l y ,

rea l ]y  he l  ped.  Now you ' re  say i  ng  R ichard  ' s  s ; ;gc t i ve-

ness towards Raymond?

For example in the '57 Campaign, how i r r iportant was

Richard  Te l  I  es?
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G:

A :

Very important,  very important.  Now Raymcrnd and

Rjchard  are  to ta ' l l y  two d i f fe ren t  persons .  R ichard

is  a  gu t te r  f i gh te r  and  he '11  go  ou t  in to  the  bar r io .

.r_:S. .!"e. Igygglg go.!. .!ggg_ U!_ndo.. So does Raynond,

0K? Bu t  Raymond i s  a  much . . . I 'm  no t  say ing  R ichard

is  no t  a  n icer  person,  bu t  Raymond,  they , re  d i f fe ren t

persona f  i t i es ,  Jou  know"  And  R ichard  w i I I  te l I  i t

l i ke  i t  i s ,  w j thou t  any  po l i sh  o r  any th ing .

l , , lha t  was  R ichard 's  ro le  in  the  '57  Campaign?

Wel l ,  he  he lped  h im,  I  know,  qu i te  a  b i t .  I  th ink

he was a l ready  County  Conmis ioner ,  wasn ' t  he?

No, not yet .

Not  ye t ,  no t  ye t .  | ^ le l l ,  he  had a  lo t  o f  he ' lp .  He

organ ized a  lo t  o f  peop le  to  he lp  Raymond,  d  lo t  o f

peoplet  yor i  know.

Bas ica l l y  in  the  sou ths ' ide?

Bas ica l i y  in  the  souths ide ,  because see they  had

the i r  o f , f i ces ,  the i r  fa ther  had le f t  them. . .  1FnUSf ,

I  know Richard  organ ized qu i te  a  few persons .  I

mean he  was the  organ izer ,  he  was the  mover .  He 's

a  mover ,  he 's  a  doen,  he 's  a  hard  worker .  And he

knows the  peop le  in  the  bar r io  and he  can make those

peop le  work  and make them be l jeve  tha t  th is  j s  what

they want.

I ' ve  heard  i  t  sa id  tha t  R ' i chand Te l  I  es  bas ica l  l y  had

a pol  i  t ical  machi  ne i  n the souths. ide.

He  d ' id ,  he  d id .  i t  on ly  fa i l ed  h im when he  went  up

u .
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A:  Yes ,  and he  o f  course  used i t  very

subsequent  campaigns  fo r :  h imse l f .

aga ins t  Judge Moore .  I  th ink  the  bes t  th ing  he

cou ld 've  done was s tay  as  County  Judge.  And

he 'd  s t i l l  be  the  County  Judge .  And  So l i s  and

the  o ther  guy  tha t ' s  runn ing  r igh t  now wou jd  no t

be ,  because R ichard  wou ld 've  beaten  them,  you

know"  He  d idn ' t  do  i t  th i s  las t  t ime  because

he made a  mis take  in  runn jng  aga ins t  Moore .  But

he  wou ld  use  to  take  good care  o f  h is  cons t i tuents

and his county,  and he used to do a good job at

Commis ioners  Count "  And he  rea l l y  took  care  o f  h is

cons t i tuents ,  I  can  te ' |1  you tha t .

Th ' i s  po l i t i ca l  mach ine  bas ica l l y  s ta r ted  in  
. |957,

tha t  campaign ,

e f fec t i ve ly  in

He had the women

or  tha t .vol  unteers,  the women /-dbi!.9.i th i  s

G: Women from the southside?

A:  Sou ths ide ,  t so rder ;  I  mean,  a l l  h i s  d is t r i c t .

G :  He  had  a  bus iness  in  the  sou ths ide ,  d idn ' t  he?

A:  They 've  a lways  had a  bus iness .  yeah,  he  had a

vend ing  mach ine  bus iness ,  and the  th ree  o f  them,

the three bnothers,  the.y have not been the total ly

poor people that  were in the barr io because their

fa ther  had qu i te  a  b i t  o f  p roper ty .

G: He had his own transfer company.

A:  He had h is  own t rans fer  company.  And no t  on ly  tha t ,

he  had qu i te  a  b i t  o f  p roper ty .  And then when he  d ied ,



Acosta

G:

A :

he o f  course  passed i t  on  to  h is  th ree  sons ,  to

where  they  were  no t  le f t  des t j tu te .  Le t ' s  face

i t ,  they  own qu i te  a  b i t  o f  p roper ty .  R ichard

r igh t  now has  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  p roper ty ,  and so

does Raymond because they 've  had a  l i t t le  more

than perhaps I  and many other people have had.

But  tha t  mach ine  was used a t  tha t  t jme,  and

Richard  kep t  i t  i n tac t  and  used  i t ,  l i ke  I  sa id ,

subsequent ly  to  ge t  h imse l f  e lec ted ,  and he  d id .

And there wouldn' t  have been anybody io beat

h im un less  he  re t i redn because he 'd  have been

there  s t i l l ,  l i ke  Roge l io  Sanchez  has  been  a l l

a1ong .

Do you have any documentat ion or photographs around

the 
. l957 

campa' ign?

No.  No,  I  th ink  my documenta t ion  tha t  we have (and

we have tu rned i t  over  to  the  LULAC Arch ives)  wou ld ,ve

been around in  the  '60s ,  in  the  'SBs or  ,60s .  Noth ing

tha t  I  can  th ' i nk  o f  j n  the  '57s ,  ' cause  I  d idn ' t  s ta r t

ga ther ing  documenta t ion  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  w ish  I  had.

The on ly  one tha t  migh t ' ve  had,  you know,  who 's  been

very act ive and that mjght have some type of  documen-

ta t ion  and he 's  a  ra t  pack  l i ke  i  am,  tha t  means o f

course  tha t  I  ga ther  jus t  about  every th ' ing .  L ike

look  a t  a l l  the  s tu f f  tha t  I ' ve  go t  r igh t  the re  tha t

I  haven ' t .  .  .  I  ' ve  go t  a  coup l  e  o f  ce r t i f i ca tes  p l  us

papers  on  the  re -d is t r i c t ing  tha t  I  have and so  fo r th .
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G:

A:

G:

A :

Mr  .  E .  B .  Leon rn i  gh t  have.

0h ,  yes ,  I ' ve  met  h im.

Have you met him?

Yes ,  and  he  does  have  mate r ia l .

0h ,  he  does ,  he  does .  And he  was very  ac t ive ly

vo lved in  the  campaign  because he  he lped R jchard

and he helped Raymond. He holds Raymond . in very

h igh  es teem.  You know Raymond,s  back  in  town.

0h ,  yes ,  I ' ve  had  two  in te rv iews  w i th  h jm.

Have you had some interviews with hini?

And we ' re  go ing  to  have severa l  more .

Yes ,  yes ,  he 's  back  in  town.

I  wou ld  love  to  in te rv iew these two womenn Mrs .

Perez  and Mrs .  Rami rez ,  ' cause they  were  invo lved

in  se t t ing  up  the  LUI_AC counc. i l  wh ich  a lso  he lped

vo te r  reg is t ra t ion .

They were not i nvol ved

in  ear l y  ' 58 .  Now wa i t

be a t remendous person

invo lved?  Mrs .  Perez 's

j n I 957 " They came on board

a mjnu te ,  you  know who wou ld

for you to ta lk to and he was

husband,  A l fonso.

G:  A l f onso  Pe rez .

A :  Yeah ,  r i gh t .

G :  You  don ' t  have  the i r  number  by  the  way?

A:  0h,  sure,  I  know i t  by hear t .  They,re my -qg[Bqres.
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