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Baxter Pol  k
by  Dav id  Sa lazar  and l ' l i l d red  Torok

Apri l  27,  l4ay 4,  1973

S:  t ^Je ' l l  s ta r t  w i th  a  b iograph ica l  background.  Maybe you cou ld  te l l  us  your

bjr thdate /and thg_7 date?

P:  Yes .  I  was  born  in  Santa  Anna,  Texas ,  on  August  27 ,  
' |9 . |4 .  

A t  tha t  t ' ime (as

you probab' ly know, David) there was a great deal  of  animosi ty between the

Ang' los and the [ t {exjcan Americans in th is country.  But i t  was funny to me

that  the  l t lex ican  Genera l  ,  Santa  Anna,  spe l led  h is  name tha t  way- -w i th  two

n 's .  I t  was  no t  the  Sa in t ,  as  in  San ta  Ana ,  Ca l j fo rn ia .  So  when I  g rew up

and was o1d enough to  rea l j ze  what  sonrebody had done,  I  thought ,  " l ^ le l l ,  our

lv lex ' ican American fr iends have a f r iend somewhere ' in that  area."

I t  was  po in ted  ou t  to  me one t ime tha t  August  27 ,  l9 l4  was the  da te  tha t

the  Germans burned the  l ib ra ry  in  Louva in ,  in  Be lgu im,  on  the in  way to  invade

France .  I  th ink  i t  was  Da le  h la lke r ,  he re  in  Pub l i c  Re la t ions ,  who  d id  tha t .

He po jn ted  ou t  to  me,  he  sa id ,  "Bax ter ,  then you were  des t ined to  be  a  l i -

b rar ian ,  because you were  born  on  a  day  tha t  a  l ib ra ry  was des t royed. "  So

la te r  on  I  took  tha t  as  k ind  o f  my  spec ia l  m iss ion  in  l j f e .  Dur ing  the

Second Wor ld  tdar  they  burned th is  l ib ra ry  in  Louva in  aga in ,  the  Gernans  d id .

But  in  the  meant jme,  wea l thy  Amer icans  and o ther  peop le  had cont r jbu ted  to  the

rebu j ld ing  o f  the  l i b ra ry .  Th is  was  in  impor tan t  th ing  and  avery  sad  th ing

because  the  l i b ra ry  a t  Louva in  was  one  o f  the  o ldes t  l i b ra r ies  in  Europe ,

and  one  o f  the  la rges t .  And  they  had  a  lo t  o f  the  o ld , ' i l l umina ted  manuscr ip ts

and tha t  type  o f  th ing  co l lec ted  there  f rom a l l  over  the  wor ld .  So i t  was  a

very  bad th ing .  But  i t  was  rebu i l t  and  they  rep laced as  many th ings  as  they

cou ld .  0 f  course ,  some were  des t royed fo rever .  But ,  aga in ,  i ' c  was  des t royed

in  
. |940 ,  

so  I  con t ' i nued  be ing  a  l i b ra r ian .  (Chuck les )

/Santa Anna is7 a l j t t le town down in central  Texas.
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S :

D .

1 , .

P:

And what about your educat ion?

0f  course ,  I  went  th rough grade schoo l  there ,  and la te r  in  San Ange ' lo .  In

Ab i lene,  Texas ,  I  g raduated  f rom h igh  schoo l .  And tha t  was  dur ing  the  Depres-

s ion ,  1932.  And I  wanted  to  go  on  to  co1 lege,  so  I  went  to  Hard in -S ' immons

Un ivers i t y ,  wh ich  I  though t  was  the  bes t  o f  the  th ree  co l leges ' in  Ab i lene .

And I  go t  a  job  as  secre tary  to  the  l jb ra r ian  on  the  NYA program--wh jch  is

comparable to the Work-Study Program we have now--the Nat ional  Youth Adm' in istra-

t jon ,  wh jch  tha t  wonder fu l  man,  Rooseve l t ,  se t  up ,  a t  the  who le  to ta l  sum o f

30  cen ts  an  hour .  Bu t  i t  l ooked  awfu l l y  good ln  those  days .  And  I  worked

as her  secre tary  a t  Hard jn -S immons,  and tha t ' s  where  I  go t  in te res ted  in  be-

coming  a  l i b ra r ian .  She  had  be  ca ta logu ing  books ,  mend ing  books ,  o rder ing  books ,

typ ing  a l l  the  cards ,  and tak ing  over  the  l ib ra ry  even when I  was  a  f reshman

in  co l lege.  She had me take  over  when she was absent - - the  Head L ib rar ian .

0 f  course ,  I  was  k ind  o f  a  shy  k id  a t  tha t  t jme,  bu t  I  knew the  organ iza t ion

of  the  p1  ace .

Can you remember the name of th ' is  l ibrar ian?

Yes,  j t  was  Miss  The lma Andrews.  I  w j l l  never  fo rge t  her .  She 's  now re t i red .

And I  had a  very  1ove ly  le t te r  f rom her  when I  had a  change in  pos i t ion  here ,

when I  was  g iven the  la te ra l  ass ignment  f rom Head L ib rar ian  to  D ' i rec to r  o f

Spec ia l  Co l lec t ions .  She wro te  me a  beaut i fu l  le t te r  and addressed i t ,  "To

one of  my boys. "

Wel l ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  Dr .  D .  M.  Wigg ins  was Dean o f  Hard in -S jmmons and a

pro fessor  o f  Educat ion .  And a l though I  had no t  had a  course  w i th  h im,  he

used to come to the l ibrary to get books and he always asked me to wai t  on

h im.  Th is  went  on  th rough the  who le  t jme I  was  in  Hard in -S immons.  And in

my sen io r  year ,  he  app l  jed  fo r  and go  the  pos ' i t jon  as  Pres ident  o f  the  then
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Co1 ' lege o f  Mines .  But  be fore  he  le f t ,  he  sa id ,  "Bax ter ,  what  do  you p lan  to

do fo r  your  fu tu re?  Do you p lan  to  teach or  someth ' ing?"  I  sa jd ,  "No,  Dr .

t l ' i gg ins ,  I 'm  no t  ge t t ing  a  teach ing  cer t i f i ca te  because  I  don ' t  I j ke  the  courses

o f fe red ,  and  I  th ' i nk  I ' d  be  bored  w j th  i t . "  I  sa id ,  "So  I ' l l  p robab ly  be

some qu ie t  l i t t l e  c le rk  somewhere  in  an  accoun t ing  o f f i ce , "  ' cause  I  had  a

doub le  ma jo r  jn  Bus jness  Admin is t ra t ion  and  Enq l ' i sh .  And  be l jeve  i t  o r  no t ,

I  m jnored  in  Span ish .  Bu t ' i n  those  days  you  were  no t  taugh t  to  speak  Span ' i sh ,

you were taught to read i t .  I  got  a pret ty good accent out of  i t .  l , {e took

the  c lass ica l  courses  and  so  on .

Bu t  to  ge t  back  to  Dr .  Wigg ins ,  he  sa id ,  "We l l ,  Bax te r ,  Vou  have  been  so

wonder fu l  here in  the  l ib ra ry ,  and Mjss  Andrews te l l s  me tha t  you  have such

a po ten t ia l  fo r  th fs  p ro fess ion ,  I  rea l l y  th ink  tha t  you  ought  to  go  on  to

L ib ra ry  Schoo l . "  And  I  sa id ,  " t l Je l l ,  Dr . l ^ l i gg ins ,  i  can ' t  a f fo rd  i t .  I  don ' t

have any  money. "  Th is  was the  Depress ion .  l ' l i nd  you,  my fa ther  had los t  a l l

o f  h ' i s  money jn  the  bank  fa i lu res  and so  on .  He was an  o lder  man a t  tha t  t ' ime,

58  o r  60 ,  and  he  cou ldnr t  f i nd  a  job  anywhere .  And  so  I  sa id ,  " l  i us t  s imp ' l y

can ' t  a f fo rd  to  go  to  l j b ra ry  schoo l ;  I ' ve  go t  to  ge t  a  iob  as  soon  as  I  g rad-

uate . "  He sa id ,  "Bax ter ,  how much money wou ld  you need to  go  to  l ib ra ry

schoo l?  l rJhere  wou ld  you go? l {here 's  the  c loses t?"  And a t  tha t  t ime,  Ma

Ferguson- - l  th jnk  she was s t i l l  Governor  o r  had jus t  been Governor  o f  Texas- -

dec ided the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  L ib rary  Schho l  was  a  f r i l l  and  tha t

there  weren ' t  enough  peop le  enro l led ,  and  tha t  I  i t t l e  o ld  lad ' ies  w i th  no th ' ing

e lse  to  do  cou ld  run  l ib ra r ies .  And so ,  why  educate  peop le  to  be  l ' i b ra r ians?

So she had cance l led  the  l ib ra ry  schoo l  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in .

So  I  sa jd ,  " I , r l e l l ,  t he  on ly  one  le f t  now,  the  c loses t  one ,  i s  the  Un ive rs ' i t y

o f  Ok lahoma."  And he  sa id ,  " l ^ le l l ,  how much wou ld  i t  cos i  to  go  there?"  I  sa id '
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" I  don ' t  know.  I  haven ' t  l ooked  in to  i t .  Because  I 'm  a  Texas  res iden t  I ' d

have  to  pay  an  Out -o f -s ta te ,  non- res iden t  fee . "  He  sa id ,  "WeJJ ,  f i nd  ou t .

Le t  me know."  I  thought ,  "What ' i s  he  up  to? ' r  I t  a l l  sounded very  encourag ing .

So I  ran home and wrote a let ter  immediately to the Registrar fat  t f re Univer-

s i ty  o f  Ok lahoma.

I  got  a let ter immediately back, and do you know what the total  cost  was?

For  ou t -o f -s ta te  s tudents ,  non- res jdents  o f  Ok lahoma ( t f r i s  i s  1935) ,  l@ was

$50 do : l . la rs  a  semester  pu lus  a  $ . l0  do l la r  tu i t ion  fo r  each semester .  So i t

cos t  me exac t ly  $ . |20  do l la rs  in  tu ' i t ' i on  to  ge t  my f i rs t  degree ' in  L ib rary

Sc ' ience f rom the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ok lahoma.  And then,  o r  course ,  I  had to  have

money for board and room. But when I  got  up there I  to ld my exper ience and

I  go t  a  job  immedia te ly  in  the  Un ivers ' i t y  o f  Ok lahoma L ib rary  as  a  f i rs t -year

s tudent ' in  the  L ib rary  Schoo l ,  in  the  Reference Room.  To me,  th is  was the

b igges t  l i b ra ry  in  the  wor ld  because lhadnr t  been  anywhere  a t  tha t  t ime .

4 t  naO a7 grea t ,  b ig  read ing  room tha t  i s  about  th ree  t imes the  s ize  o f  the

o ld  ma ' in  read ing  room here ,  w i th  a l l  those re fenence books .  And the  L ib rar ian

them was Dr .  Jesse Lee Rader ,  who is  qu j te  a  famous man in  the  l ib ra ry  p ro fes-

s jon .  Car l  Her tzog  has  h is  book ' in  h is  co l lec t ion ,  a  book  ca l led  Sou th  o f  40 ,

wh ich  is  a  b ib l  iography ,o f  a l l  sou thes tern  books  a t  tha t  t ime.  I  th ink  ' i t  was

pub l i shed ' in  the '40s .  Anyway ,  he  in te rv iewed a l l  the  s tuden ts  work ing ,  and

he gave me the job of  being charge of  the Reference Room from 4:00 in the

a f te rnoon  un t j l  7 :00  p .m. - -a l l  by  myse l f l  And  he  to ld  me,  "Now,  Bax te r ,  he re 's

what  you 've  go t  to  do .  You have to  s ' i t  here  6n i l  be  ab le  to  answer  ques t ions .

But  in  o rder  to  answer  ques t ions ,  s ta r t  a t  tha t  end o f  the  room and work  your

way  a1 l  a round ' i t  and  f ind  ou t  wha t ' s  in  every  damn book  in  th i s  co l lec t jon . "

Good heavens l  We l1 ,  the re  was  an  educa t ion  in  i t se l f l  And  I  d id i  I  wou ld
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s ta r t  w i th  se ts  o f  books  and I rd  read the  pre faces  and jn t roduc t ions  and look

at  the  tab le  o f  con ten ts  and the  indexes  and so  on .  And I  jus t  accumula ted  a

vas t  knowledge o f  tha t  s tu f f  in  about  a  month ,  because tha t  wasn ' t  a  very  busy

per iod .  And because I  was  inexper ienced,  he  pu t  me on fAur ing ]  t f ra t  per iod .

BuL he  d id  me the  b igges t  favor  tha t  anybody ever  d id  me ' in  my l ib ra ry  schoo l ing ,

by making me study those books and what was in them. And to th is day'  some of

them come back  to  me- -books  tha t  I  haven ' t  seen even repr in ted .

And then they had a press,  VoU know, a very reputable press at  the t jme,

and they  were  pub l ish ing  books .  And a  lo ' t  o f  the  au thors  who were  wr i t ing

books used to come over to me personal ly to look up informat ' ion for  them. I

go t  acqua in ted  w i th  Dr .  Grant  Foreman,  who has  wr j t ten  a  lo t  o f  books  on  the

Southwestern  Ind ians .  And f ina11y ,  he  go t  so  fasc jna ted  w i th  my ab j l i t y  to

f ind  th ings  fo r  h im tha t  he  asked  me j f  I  wou ld ' i ndex  h is  la tes t  book .  He

inv i ted  me over  to  the  press  and they  pu t  me on ex t ra  t ime,  wh ich  I  d idn ' t

have much o f  because l ib ra ry  schoo l  kep t  you  busy  then.  And I  don ' t  mean learn-

ing  how to  work  computers ,  and how to  be  a  techn ic jan ,  and how to  s j t  beh ind

your  desk  and do  no th ing  bu t  te l l  o ther  peop ' le  what  to  do .  I  mean we were  busy

read ing  books ,  s tudy ing  books ,  ta lk ' ing  about  books- -books  in  ne la t ' ion  to  peop le

and so  on .  The on ly  mach ines  we had were  typewr i te rs  and ca lcu la to rs .  So,  d f l y -

wdy,  I  went  over  to  the  press  and learned how to  index  books .  And I  d jd  the

name jndex ,  the  sub jec t  index ,  the  idea jndex- - I  mean a l l  o f  the  var ious  ap-

p roaches  o t ' i ndex ing  a  book .  P lus ,  I  had  to  work  ou t  a l l  the  c ross  re fe rences

for  var ious  spe l l ings  o f  names.  As  you know,  a  lo t  o f  the  Ind ians  had two o t r

th ree  names.  S i t t ing  Bu l l ,  fo r  example ,  had another  name.  I  had to  go  th rough

the  book  and f ind  a l l  the  re fe rences  to  the  person.  Th is  was a l l  done f rom

ga' l  1 ey sheets ,  gal  1ey proofs .
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T :

P:

Wel l ,  I  was  ta lk ing  abou t  th i s  la te r  on .  E ' i l  ge t t i ng  ahead  o f  myse ' l f  .

But several  years af ter  I  came here,  Dr.  Braddy wrote his f i rst  book on Chaucer.

He was ta lk ' ing  to  me one day  about  how he was go ing  to  index  the  book ,  d jd

I  know any th ing  abou t  book  index ing .  I  sa id ,  "You 've  come to  the  r igh t  fe l l a .

I  have  had  exper ience  in  index ing . "  So ,  I  he lped  Dr .  B raddy  jndex  h is  f i r s t

book, Chaucel  arg the French fost ' ic_lrasond. And jn the f i rst /  ed' i t ion,  they

le f t  ou t  an  acknowledgement .  Th is  i s  never  done- -nobody js  ever  acknowledged

fo r  he lp ing  index  a  book .  Bu t in  the  repr in t  ed i t j on  o f  tha t  book  he  go t  i t

i n  the re - - " Index  p repaned  w i th  the  ass is tance  o f  Bax te r  Po lk ,  L ib ra r ian ,  TWC." - -

wh ich  was very  n ice .  I ' ve  never  seen anybody ever  g iven  c red i t  fo r  an ' index

be fo re .  Bu t  Ha ldeen ,  Dr .  B raddy ,  was  so  p leased  w j th  the  way  i ' d  done ' i t tha t

he  wanted  to  pu t  my name in  i t .  He t r ied  to  ge t  j t  in  the  f i rs t  ed ' i t ion  bu t

tha t  pub l i sher  sa id ,  "We don ' t  g i ve  tha t  k ind  o f  acknowledgement . "

Bax ter ,  there 's  one th ing  tha t  I  wanted  to  ask  you about .  You sa id  tha t  Dr .

Wjgg jns  was in te res ted  in  your  educat ion .  You sk ipped over  h is  invo lvement  in

i t .

I 'm sor ry .  Thank you fo r  ca tch ing  me on tha t ,  because I  was  so  eager  to  te l l

you  what  I  d jd  a t  Ok lahoma and the  var ious  th ings  tha t  I  learned.  To  go  back

to  Ab i lene ,  th i s  was ' in  the  summer  o f  
. |935 ,  

a f te r  I  go t  a l l  th j s  in fo rmat ion - -

I  was  s t j l l  work ing  in  the  l i b ra ry  tha t  summer - - I  ca l led  /Dr .  Wigg ins /  to  te l t

h im I  had a l l  the ' in fo rmat ' ion  tha t  I  needed about  0k lahoma.  So he  came up to

the  l ib ra ry  and we dec ' ided I  needed probab ly  about  $ . l200 do l la rs ,  because

board and room then was very cheap. I  th ink I  paid for  my room and board some-

th ing  l i ke  $25  to  $30  do l la rs  a  month .  And  we f igu red  ou t  tha t ,  and  c ]o th ing ,

and a l l  tha t ,  and I  agreed no t  to  come home fo r  Thanksg ' i v ing ,  fo r  Chr is tmas,

or  any  o f  the  ho l idays .  Wel l ,  he  went  o f f  and go t  th ' i s  money f rom somebody- -
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I  don ' t  know who.  He d idn ' t  rea l ' l y  have i t  h imse l f ,  bu t  he  bor rowed the  money

from somebody on his own name and loaned me the money, and promised me the iob

as  L ib rar jan  here  when I  go t  my degree f rom 0k lahoma.  And a l l  o f  tha t  came

t rue  jus t  t i ke  a  Hora t io  A ' lge r  s to ry .  I  th ink  the re 's  a  l i t t l e  ment ion  o f  l t h i s

inc idenV in  tha t  in te rv iew w j th  Da le  h /a lke r  in  N0VA,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  I  to ld

him about Dr.  t ' r j iggins borrowing the money for me.

So, I  paid him back a smal l  sum of money for two years af ter  I  came here.

And sure  enough,  the  job  was se t  up  fo r  me.  He had to  f j re ,  ac tua l l y  fo rce  ou t ,

the  l i b ra r ian  who was  here .  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  ca ' I1  her  name,  because  I 'm  go ing

to  say  some th ' ings  tha t  maybe I  shou ldn ' t .  Bu t  she  was no t  a  qua l i f ied  l jb ra r -

ian ,  fo r  one  th ing .  And  the  Co l lege  o f  l t l i nes ,  a l though  j t  was  p r imar i l y  a

min ing  schoo l  ,  had then added courses  in  the  L ' ibera l  Ar ts ,  wh jch  were  added ' in

. |930.  
So they  were  t ry ing  to  ge t  accred i ted  by  the  Southern  Assoc ja t ion  o f

Secondary  Schoo ls  and Co11eges,  and tha t  meant  they  had to  have a  degreed f i -

b rar ian ,  among o ther  th jngs ,  w ' i th  Ph.D.s  most ly  as  cha j rmen o f  the  depar tments

nd  so  on .  And  th is  degree ,  a l though  i t  was  a  bache lo r ' s  degree  a t  Ok lahoma,

i t  was  a  f i f th -year  degree fo r  wh ' i ch  they  are  now g iv ing  the  Master ' s  degree.

But  I  go t  cheated  ou t  o f  j t  because I  was  way back  there  in  the  o1d days  when

they  weren ' t  do ' ing  i t .  Bu t  anyway,  mV degree was a  pro fess iona l  degree,  and

recogn ized a t  the  t ime.  So,  then I  came here  in  September  
.1936 

and took  over

the  job  as  L ib rar ian  a t  the  Co l lege o f  Mines .  A t  rea l l y  was  a  t remendous iob ,

bu t  as  fa r  as  p res t ige  was concerned,  i t  wasn ' t  much o f  any th ing  then.

Bu t  the  summer  be fo re . . . I  g radua ted  f rom Ok lahoma in  June  o f '36 ,  and  they

asked me to  come back  to  Hard in -S immons because I  wasn ' t  schedu led  to  s ta r t  work

here  un t i ' l  Sep tember  the  l s t  o f ' 36 ,  and  take  over  the  Head L ib ra r ian 's  iob  be-

cause she wanted  a  leave o f  absence fo r  the  summer .  And they  were  jus t  f ran t ic .
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They were try ing to get ' in touch with me and I  was on my way home from Norman,

Ok lahoma to  Ab l ' i l ene ,  where  I  was  l i v ing  a t  the  t ime.  And they  t r ied  to  reach

me,  and the  Un ivers i ty  to ld  them I  had a l ready  f jn ished,  and my land lady  sa id

I 'd  a l ready  packed and le f t .  What  happened was tha t  I  s topped and v is ' i ted  a

f r iend over  jn  Eas t  Texas  fo r  a  coup le  o f  days .  A l though my parents  knew where

i  was ,  they  cou ldn ' t  ge t  in  touch w j th  me.  And the  Pres ident  o f  the  Un ivers i ty

was f ran t ica l l y  ca l l ihg ,  dDd my f r iend ,  the  L ib rar ian- -Mjss  Andrews- - lwa{  t ry -

ing to locate me to te l l  me I  had th ' is  summer job.  So when I  got  back, every-

body  had been no t i f ied .  My mother  f ran t ica l l y  sa id ,  ' rBe fore  you unpack  your

th ings ,  go  ou t  to  the  Un ' i vers i ty .  They  want  you to  go  to  work  r igh t  now1"

And sure  enough,  I  d id ,  and I  was  Head L ' ib ra r ian  there  fo r  the  summer  o f  
. |936- -

a t  Hard in -S immons .

So  you  o f f i c ja l l y  s ta r ted  here . . .?

September  l , ' |936 .  They  used to  g ive  us  what  they  ca l l  a  cont rac t - -nobody has

seen one in  years - -bu t  th is  was jus t  an  acknowledgement  o f  rece ' ip t  o f  your  sa1-

a ry .  They  were  s t i l l  do ing  tha t  when  you  came,  M i ld red .  A l I  i t  sa id  was ,  "You

have been appo in ted  L ib rar ian  a t  the  sa la ry  o f  $1800 do l la rs  a  year . "  I  remem-

ber  tha t  f igure  very  we]1 ,  wh ich  was $ . l50  do l la rs  a  month .  And a t  tha t  t ime,

Texas  was opera t ing  in  the  red ,  we had 0 'Dan ie l  as  Governor  ro  someth ing- - tha t

h j l lb i l l y  guy .  And he  sa id  tha t ' i t  was  be t te r  to  opera ted  in  the  red  because

peop ' le  wou ldn ' t  spend so  much money.  Some foo l  j sh ,  s tudp ' id  jdea o f  economics .

But  we had to  take  a  1  per  cent  d iscount  on  our  vouchers  a t  the  bank  because

the  money wasn ' t  any  good.  There  wasn ' t  any  money in  the  s ta te  t reasuryn  and

the  bank  had to  ho ld  them unt i l  the  money was appropr ia ted ,  and then they  cou ld

cash them ln .  I  used to  ge t  ve iy  upsEt  w l thb ld  Dean Pu ike t t - -bTess  h is  hear t ,

and I  loved h im dear ly - -because he  was about  the  on ly  one on  the  admj rn is t ra t ' i ve
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staf f  who had enough money not to have to take the 1 per cent djscount.  (Chuck-

les)  And he  took  grea t  p r ide  in  te l ' l ' i ng  us ,  "You poor  peop le  shou ld  be  more

care fu l  w j th  your  money. "  So,  to  ea t  and I i ve ,  we Were  fo rced,  a f te r  about

two weeks of  the month,  to go down and borrow money from the shyster loan sharks'

because the  banks  wou ldn ' t  honor  our  sa la r ies  ou t  there ,  they  weren ' t  good

enough.  Now today ,  I  have some very  good f r iends  in  those banks ,  bu t in  those

days  we d idn ' t  have enough money to  have f r iends  in  banks ,  and we used to  pay  a

h igh  ra te  o f  jn te res t .  Bu t  we managed,  and the  ded ' i ca ted  ones  o f  us  s tayed be-

cau se t h i ng  t o  do .

Baxter,  you'd never been in El  Paso before you came to work here?

No,  I  jus t  bare ly  knew where  f t  was .  But  one o f  the  appea ls  to  me was the  fac t

tha t  I  knew j t  was  on  the  Mex ican border ,  and I 'd  a lways  thought  i t ' d  be  fun  to

l ' i ve  where  there  were  two jn te rmix ing  cu l tu res .  And when I  leave th is  year ,

I  sha l l  ce r ta in ly  m iss  hear ing  Span ish  because ' i t  makes  me fee l  so  much  a t  home.

I  remember  the  year  I  spent  a t  Co lumb ' ia .  When I  go t  back ,  the  f j rs t  th ing  in

the  bus  s ta t jons  I  no t iced  ra ras  everybody speak ing  Span jsh ,  and I  fe l t  so  a t

home.  Bu t . . . I  mus t  go .

Wel1 ,  you  had a  leave o f  absence to  go  to  Co lumbia .

Yes ,  tha t  was  in  
, |950  

and '5 . | .  Because  by  tha t  t ime . . .Dr .  E lk jns  was  Pres iden t

then lanqT he dec ided tha t  my Bache lor  degree was.be ing  overshadowed by  the

Maste r  wh ich  was  be jng  g iven .  He  d idn ' t  o rder  me to  go ,  he  ius t  to ld  me tha t  I

p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  advance here  un less  I  went  ahead and go t  the  Master ' s  degree.

Wel1 ,  i t  was  wonder fu l  because  I  had  the  GI  B i l l  t hen .  I ' d  been  in  the  Serv ' i ce

fo r  38  months .  I  cou ld  p ick  and choose any  schoo l  I  wanted .  Co lumbia  is  a

f r igh t fu l l y  expens jve  schoo l .  Bu t  I  was  to ld  by  my good f r iend ,  The lma Andrews,

" l . Jhen you go  on  fo r  an  advanced degree,  go  to  a  schoo l  tha t  they 've  a l l  heard  o f '
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whether  you  th ink  i t ' s  any  good  o r  no t ,  and  you ' . |1  a lways  ge t  a  good  job . "  So ,

there 's  no  doub t  abou t  i t  tha t  Co lumb ia  was  p res t ig ious ,  be ing  one  o f  the  I vy

League schoo ls .  When they  sent  me an app l ica t ion  fo rm to  f i l l  ou t ,  they  wanted

to  know why I  had chosen Co lumbia  fo r  my graduate  work .  I  s imp ly  qu i te  cand ' id -

1y  and honest ly  answered,  "Because ' i t ' s  jn  New York  C i ty  and I  want  to  spend a

year  in  New York . "  And the  Dean was laugh ing  when I  came fo r  my in te rv ' iew and

so  on .  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  Co lumb ia  has  a  good  repu ta t ion . "

Who was ' in  charge o f  the  L ib rary  dur ing  your  absence?

Let 's  see ,  Miss  Frances  C lay ton .  She was my assoc ia te  when I  le f t  here .  She

came here  to  work  wh i le  I  was  s t i l l  i n  the  Army and then I  kep t  her  on .  And

she had a  degree f rom the  Un jvers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in ,  because they  la te r

pu t  the  f t in ra r f l  schoo l  back  in .  0h ,  wa ' i t - -whe d jdn ' t  have the  degree a t  tha t

t ime,  she was work jng  a t  the  Pub l jc  L ib rary .  But  when I  came back  whe went  o f f

to school  and got her degree.

What  about  your  years  jn  the  Serv ' i ce?

0h ,  I  had  a  ba l l .  I  mean,  I  ha te  to  say  tha t .  I  was  no t  the  f i gh t jng  so ld ie r

type ,  so  Ihad a  very  good t ime.  A t  tha t  t ' ime i  was  very  p ro f j c jen t in  shor t -

hand and I  could type over a hundred words a m' inute.  But when they dropped

the  bomb on H ' i rosh ima,  a  very  funny  th ing  happened to  me.  I  los t  the  sensory

cont ro l  o f  the  l ' i t t le  f  inger  on  my le f t  hand,  wh ' i ch  cu t  down r , ry  typ ing  speed

about  20  words  a  mjnu te .  I t  was  such a  shock  when I  found ou t  i t  ac tua l l y  had

been  done .  And  th is  i s  t rue - -peop le  th ink  I  am mak jng  tha t  s to ry  up .  I t  rea l l y

was t rue .  I  went  a round so  angry  and so  nervous  fo r  days  tha t  I  los t  tha t .  Bu t

I  d ' idn ' t  lose  any  o f  my jobs  because I  was  s t j l l  good.  Most  o f  the  t ime I  was

in  wha t  was  ca l led  the  A i r  Corps  o f  the  U .S .  Army a t  tha t  t ime .  I t ' s  now the

Ajr  Force, but at  that  t ime i t  was not a separate department.  And I  a lways got

S:
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i obs  in  the  command sec t ion  answer ing  genera ls r  te lephones  and  mon ' i to r ing  ca11s .

Most  o f  them cons is ted  o f  o rder ing  wh iskey ,  o l " ,  "Have you go t  any  good booze

over  there?  Can you f l y  i t  in  tomor row?" - -and so  on .  But  my war  exper ience

' i s  someth ing  e1se.  But  I  d ' id  have a  wonder fu l  t ime because I  was  sent  overseas

to  Ind ja  and  Ch ina ,  and  spen t  severa l  months  the re .  I  d id  no t  l i ke  Ind ' ia  a t

a l l ,  bu t  I  tho rough ly  en joyed  Ch jna ,  and  someday  I ' d  l i ke  to  go  back .

Where  i  n  Ch ' ina?

l , . le l l ,  I  was  sent  f i r s t  to  Ca lcu t ta  in  Ind ia ,  and then we were  f lown f rom Assam,

over  the  hump in to  / -aJ  l j t t le  town [ in  thQ westernmost  par t  o f  Ch ' ina .  There

were  no  ra i l roads  there ,  no  r i vers ,  no th ' ing .  There  was no  access  to  tha t  l ' i t t l e

town from any other part  of  China. Then we went to Chunk' ing,  the wart ime cap-

i ta l  ,  s tayed there  a  l ' i t t le  wh ' i le ,  then 1To7 S ian  in  the  nor thern  prov inces ,  and

then down to Shangha' i  ,  where I  spent the rest  of  the t ' ime. Shanghai  was a won-

derful  c i ty because i t  was an open port  and most of  the exi led Jews from Germany

were  there ,  I ta l i ans  escap ing  Musso l in i - -a l l  the  o ther  peop le .  A  lo t  o f  the

peop le  even had come f rom Spa ' in  because they  d idn ' t  I ' i ke  Franco and they  cou ldn ' t

se t t le  in  o ther  p laces  in  Europe.  But  Shangha i  took  everybody w i thout  papers- -

no th ing ,  you  d id  n ' t  have to  have any th ing .  I t  was  a  fabu lous  exper ience,  rea l l y .

So, what years were these?

I  was in  the  Army A i r  Corps  f rom February ,  
. |943  

to  Apr i l ,1946.  And then I  re -

tu rned to  the  Co l lege o f  M ' ines  in  June o f  1946.  I  came back  w i th  amoeb ic  dysen-

te ry  f rom the  Or ien t  because I  was  fond o f  Ch inese food prepared by  the  Ch inese.

I  a te  in  o f f - l  im i ts  res taurants  and ' i t  worked jus t  I  i ke  they  sa ' id  i t  wou ld- -

"You ' l l  be  s i ckn  s ick ,  s j ck l "  And  I  was .

You have some bro thers  and s is te rs?

Yes, I  have a brother and a s ister l iv ing in El  Paso. But I  have four /Erothers-/
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and one s is te r .  My youngest  b ro ther  i s  ass is tan t  super in tendent  jn  the  pub l jc

schoo l  s .

Th is  i s  H jbbard?

Yes .  He 's  in  charge  o f  the  nor theas t  h igh  schoo ls - - I r v in ,  Andress ,  wha tever

they  a re .  Hers  been  an  ass ' i s tan t  qu i te  a  long  t ime.  He  used  to  teach .  I 'm

the  nex t  to  the  youngest .  And my o ldes t  b ro ther  has  jus t  re t i red  f rom one o f

the  c lubs  in  Reno ,  tha t ' s  one  reason  tha t  I 'm  mov ing  our  the re .  He 's  the re  and

he 's  a lmos t  b l ind .  He 's  go ing  to  need  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  he lp .  Bu t  he 's  a  wonder -

fu l  9uJ ,  he 's  s t i l l  phys ica l l y  in  p re t t y  good  hea l th .  Bu t  I  wro te  h im the  o ther

day  and  asked  h im i f  he  was  lea rn ing  b ra i l l e .  He  sa id ,  "  Yeah ,  I  j us t  pu t  my

f ingers  in  a  ho t  wa f f le  i ron . "  He 's  a  ve ry  funny  man.  One t ime I  asked  h jm

how much  he  we ighed  and  he  sa id ,  "145  pounds  o f  t i red  b lood . "  (Chuck les )  One

of  my o ther  b ro thers  i s  a lso  re t i red ,  bu t  he  wons a  tu rkey  fa rm down ' in  R is ing

He ra ises  ped ig reed  German shepards  and  I  th ink  he  se l l s  sand ,  too .  We l l ,  mV

parents  have bo th  d ied ,  and or  course  my f i rs t  w i fe .  So,  except  fo r  my recent

remarr iage,  I  have no  fami ly ,  except  a  s tepdaughter  and a  s tepson.

I  was  no t ic ing  in  one o f  the  newspaper  a r t ' i c les  tha t  your  mother  go t  the  Mother

o f  the  Year  Award .

Yes ,  she  d id .  I  don ' t  remember  the  year  on  tha t .  I t  was  very  n ice .  The Counc i l

of  Garden Clubs here in town nom' inated her,  and she was very,  very pleased about

tha t .  She rea l l y  was  qu i te  honored.  I  remember  he lp ing  her  go  down and look

for  a  p re t ty  pe ta ' l  ha t  to  wear ,  and g loves ,  and a l l  th is  sor t  o f  th ing .  And

she  asked  me 50  t imes ,  "Do  you  th ink  I  l ook  a l l  r i gh t? "  And ,  o f  course ,  we  went .

They asked the fami ' ly  as guests to the luncheon or whatever j t  was. And my mother

S ta r ,  Texas .  The  nex t  one . . .  0h ,  they ' re  a l l  re t ' i red ,  good  heavens l - -excep t

H ibbard  and me.  /B-u t  the  nex t  one/  works  fo r  a  l i t t le  fa rm c lose  to  Ab j lene.
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made a  beaut i fu l  speech.

My mother  was a lso  someth ing  o f  a  poet .  I  don ' t  know i f  we have a  co l lec t ion

of her poems here or not.  My f i rst  wi fe,  Betty,  and I  got  a ' l l  these poems togeth-

er ,  and I  t yped them up (seh had wr i t ten  them out  by  hand)  and go t  her  to  t i t le

a l l  o f  them.  And tyen we had the  H ' i l l  P r jn t ing  Company here  pub l ish  them.  And

she gave most of  them away. But people who had seen them and read them wanted

to  buy  them.  But  when we s ta r ted  to  have them repr in ted ,  H i l l  had  a l ready  de-

s t royeda l l  o f  the  p la tes  tha t  they  were  pr in ted  f rom,  so  they  ac tua l l y  became a

l jm i ted  ed i to in .  She  cou ld  never  have  been  a  we l l - known poe t ,  bu t  i t ' i s ' i n te res t -

ing  tha t  church  g roups . . .  She  wro te  jus t  sen t jmenta l  th ings ,  bu t  they  had  qu i te

a  message jn  them.  She had a  n ' i ce  sense o f  humor ,  a  l igh t  sense o f  humor .  I

remember one of  the poems was about a beggar /atJ tne back door.  "He Asks for

a  Cup  o f  Tea"  was  the  t i t l e  o f  the  poem.  And ' i t  was  dur ing  the  Depress ion  when

they  used  to  pu t  X 's  on  the  te lephone  pos ts - - "Suckers  l i ve  here . "  0 f  course ,

my mother  was a  pushover  fo r  tha t  because she 's  a  very  k jnd ,  generous  woman.

But  she wro te  a  th ing  about  "he  asked fo r  a  cup o f  tea , "  wh ich  s ta r t led  her .

Mos t  o f  them wou ld  ask  fo r  m i l k  o r  someth ' ing  o f  tha t  so r t .  And  l i t t l e  th ings  l i ke

tha t  she  wro te  about ,  exper iences  she had.

My father was a banker and a busjnessman for years,  and was also the mayor

o f  the  l i t t l e  town o f  San ta  Anna .  He  had  the  d js t inc t ion  o f  pu t t ing ' in  the  f i r s t

water  sys tem.  You have a  tape on  h jm and he  te l l s  you  a l l  tha t .  He wasn ' t  any

more modest than I  am. He used to te l l  me, " tTt  you have someth' ing to crow

about ,  c row about  j t l "  He a lways  dressed every  day .  They  had to  f in ish  the j r

l j ves  in  a  nurs ing  home.  My mother  was in  very ,  very  bad cond i t ion ,  my fa ther

not  so  bad.  But  he  go t  up  in  tha t  home every  day ,  pu t  on  a  coat  and t ie ,  took

h jm cane.  And a t  tha t  t ime he  had gone to  wear jng  a  l i t t le  cap because he
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suf fe red  very  bad s jnus  f rom the  a i r  cond i t ion ' ing .  But  he 'd  come out  w i th  h js

cane ,  a l1  d ressed  f | i p  w i t f r  th i s  funny  l i t t l e  cap ,  and  s i t  ou t  i n  the ' lobby  and

greet  peop le .  And j t  was  rea ' l1y  love ley .  He took  h is  fa te  very  n ice ly .

Speak ing  about  a r t i s ts ,  Vou d id  some ac t ing .  You were  jn  a  number  o f  p lays ,  and

one w i th  your  la te  w ' i fe ,  Bet ty .

0h ,  my,  y€s .  I  was  in  four  w i th  her  so  tha t  we became known sor t  o f  as  the  Lunts

and Fontannes o f  E l  Paso.  We used to  ca l l  ourse lves  The Danc jng  Devors  because

we had a  posed pro f i led  shot  o f  the  two o f  us  tha t  ius t  looked l i ke  somebody

wj th  a  dance a t t i tude ,  so  Bet ty  dubbed i t  The Danc ing  Devors .

The f i rs t  th ings  I  d jd  I ' ve  comple te ly  fo rgo t ten  about .  Are  the  rev iews

of  these lp1uvJ  in  the  f  j l es  here?

No,  I  l ooked  those  up  in  a  lo t  o f  the  newspaper  a r t i c les .

0h ,  fo r  heaven 's  sakes !  I  remember "0 ldGo ld  on  the  H i l l s . "  I t  was  an  o ld  me lo -

drama,  and I  p layed some dere l i c t ,  p robab ly  a  d runk .  Those were  such fun .  In

the  o ld  days  o f  the  E l  Paso L i t t le  Theat re ,  we had p lays  every  n igh t  o f  the

week,  and i t  was  a l l  loca l  g roups .  I  had no t  done any  ac t ing  be fore  I  came to

E l  Paso.  Most  peop le  th ' ink  tha t  I  ma iored  jn  d rama and theat re .  But  these o ld

p lays  were  my f i rs t  appearance on  s tage.  I  was  such a  born  ham tha t  I  loved i t '

I  wanted  to  show o f f l  Bu t  la te r  we d jd  some o ther  th ings .  My w i fe  f i rs t  appear -

ed  in  a  p lay  ca l led  "L igh t  o f  the  Sky , "  d i rec ted  by  Lo is  K ibby ,  who  i s  now fea-

tu red  on  the  NBC soap  opera '1Sommerse t . "  l l l e11 ,  Lo is  d j rec ted  a l l  o f  those  p lays '

she  used to  d i rec t  them here .  l , ' l e  appeared in  "L igh t  o f  the  Sky , "  and th is  was

out  a t  the  o ld  Phoen jc ian  C lub ,  wh ich  is  now the  Mason ic  Lodge on  A labama St ree t .

I t  was  wonder fu l  because they  had a  cock ta j l  lounge.  l , rJe  had a  l iquor  l i cense

as  a  c lub .  And peop le  cou ld  go  ou t  a t  In te r rn iss jon  and ge t  d runk ,  and then a f te r

Intermission they enjoyed the show much more than they had before.  I t  was good
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fo r  the  ac tors .

Then we d id  "Pr iva te  L ives , "  d i rec ted  by  Po l ly  Har r is ,  who is  now Ldo ing /

pub l i c  re la t ions  fo r  the  Empi re  C lub .  She  and  her  husband  have  a  pub l i c  re la -

t ions  o f f i ce .  I  d id  severa l  o ther  p lays  by  myse ' l f ,  and  then when we rev jved

"The Man l , l l ho  Came to  D inner "  in  
. |957,  

th js  was the  b igges t  h i t  we had.  But  un-

fo r tunate ' l y ,  Be t ty  was s t r i cken w i th  hepat i t ' i s  about  the  th i rd  week o f  the  run

of  tha t ,  and she was p lay ing  the  ag ing  ac t ress  in  the  show.  We had bought  her

a  comp le te  new ard robe .  She  had  abso lu te ly  beau t i fu l  c lo thes ,  jnc lud ing  a  musk-

ra t  s to le  tha t  looked  l i ke  wh i te  m jnk .  (Everybody  though t  i t  was  mink . )  So ,

she had to  go  to  the  hosp i ta l  and Lo is  K ibby  took  over  the  ro le - -and never  d jd

learn  the  l ines .  I t  was  te r r jb ly  funny  because she had to  go  in to  the  par t - -

and  j t  was  a  b ig  pan t - - in  two  days .  She  jus t  sa id ,  "Dar l i ng ,  don ' t  wor ry  abou t

' i t .  I ' l l  g j ve  you  a l l  o f  your  laugh  c r les ,  bu t  you  may  no t  ge 'u  any  o thers . "  I

sa id ,  "Jus t  don ' t  you  spo i ' l  any  o f  my  laughs ,  Baby .  I f  you  t ry  to  ups tage  me '

I ' l l  run  over  you  w j th  the  whee lcha j r . "  (Laugh te r )

Bu t  up  here ,  my  f i r s t  rea l l y  b ig  th ing  was  in  a  p lay  ca l led  "The  P lay 's  The

Th ing , "  d ' i rec ted  by  Char les  Baker ,  who is  now us ing  the  name o f  Rube (? )  Baker .

H js  b ig  h i t  on  Broadway  i s  "Fan tas t i cs , "  wh ich  j s  s t i l l  runn ing .  The  o r jg jna l

was d i rec ted  by  Rube Baker .  Th is  was a  comedy,  and then la te r  on  he  asked me

to  do  a  p la t fo rm read ingo f "Oed ipus  Rex . "  I  be l jeve  j t  was  the  Dud ley  D i t z  (? )

t rans la t jon .  We d id  two  n igh t ' s  per fo rmances  o f  tha t  i n  fo rma l  c lo th jng ,  ius t

read ing  i t  as  a  p la t fo rm read ing .  And we had 18  and I9 -year -o ld  k ids  c ry ing

a t  the  end  o f  tha t .  ( l 'm  s t i cken  b l ind ,  and  I  have  my two  ch i ld ren  and  I 'm

te l l ing  them goodbye and so  fo r th . )  I  was  more  moved by  tha t . . .

PAUSE
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P:  We11 ,  t o  go  back  to  wha t  you  men t ioned  abou t  James  C leve land ,

he re  a t  t he  L i b ra r y ,  he  was  do ing  a  p l ay  ca l l ed  "The  De l i ca te

is  employed

Dead lV ,  "  a

p lay  tha t  he  had  wr i t ten .  He  was  d i rec t ing  i t  and  look jng  fo r . . .he  had  asked

me to  p lay  the  male  lead,  bu t  he  was look ing  fo r  a  female  lead and we hadn ' t

had anybody read for i t .  So this woman had come here f rom the East,  who later

became my f i rs t  w ' i fe .  E l i zabeth  Prescot t ,  she  was then- -be fore  tha t  E l j zabeth

Scut te r  and E l izabeth  Cram.  She was the  daughter  o f  the  la te  Ra lph  Adams Cram,

who was the  fo remost  Goth ic  a rch i tec t  in  th js  count ry .

Anyway,  Bet ty  had come down to  Roswel l  to  v js j t  a  s is te r  o f  hers  and she

was d jvorc jng  her  second husband and needed work .  She had go t ten  a  iob  a t  KTSI { .

A  f r jend  o f  m ine ,  Mary  H i11 ,  who  i s  now Mary  H i l l  Ma1oo1y ,  was  work ing  a t  KTSM.

Bet tysa id , , 'Whatdoesonedo fo r fun in th is town?Doyouhavea thea t re?

I ' ve  done  some ac t ing .  I 'm  lone ly ,  I  don ' t  know anyone . "  So ,  Mary  H i l l  sa jd .

"Wel l ,  yes j  A  f r iend  o f  mine  has  wr j t ten  a  p lay  and a  very  good f r iend  o f  mine

is  p lay ing  the  male  lead.  Why don ' t  you  go  over  and read fo r i t? "  So she to ld

her where to go and so on, and Betty showed up and read for the part .  And she

was so  good tha t  I  went  to  Mr .  C leve land and I  sa jd ,  "0h ,  tha t  woman 's  a  p ro-

fess ' iona l ;  I  cou ldn ' t  p lay  oppos i te  her . "  He  sa id ,  "You ' re  ius t  as  good  as  she

is .  Shu t  up .  I 'm  go ing  to  g ive  her  the  ro le ,  and  you ' re  go ing  to  p lay  yours . "

So Bet ty  was cas t  jn  "The De l ica te  and Dead ly , "  by  our  own James C leve land.

He d i rec ted  the  show and j t  was  a  huge success .  And Bet ty  and I  fe l l  in  love

wi th  one another  dur ing  the  rehearsa ls  and per fo rmances o f  the  p lay .  Th is  was

in  March  o f  1953,  and the  fo l low ing  August  we were  mar r jed .  We were  such a  h i t

in  tha t  as  a  coup le ,  and then when we became man and w i fe ,  tha t ' s  what  led  to

our  be ing  se lec ted  to  p lay  a1 l  these  o ther  th ' i ngs .

She  used  to  wr i te  a  lo t  o f  a r t j c les ,  d idn ' t  she?

l6

who

and
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P: Yes.  For  a  wh i le  she worked fo r  the  Whi te  House Depar tment  S tore  and they  le t

her  do  a  k ind  o f  a  l i t t l e  fea tu re  co lumn on  var ious  top ics .  A  lo t  o f  peop ' le

have co l lec ted  those- - I  have a  comple te  co l lec t ion  o f  them--and some o f  them

have been repr in ted .  I  hope,  when I  re t i re ,  to  pu t  those together  in  a  l i t t le

book. Car l  Hertzog has read them, and he thingk they would make a wonderful

l i t t l e  spec ' ia1  pub l i ca t ion ,  and  sa id  tha t  he  wou ld  be  g lad  to  des ign  i t  i f  I

pu t  i t  toge ther .  So we may do  tha t .  She wro te  on  th ' ings  l  i ke  g raduat ' ion ,

Chr is tmas on  Beacon H i l l  (she  was f rom Boston  or ig ina ' l l y ) ,  and then she 'd  wr i te

on loca l  th ings .  They  were  qu i te  beaut i fu l l y  done.  They  were  very  good.  She

had a  marve lous  command o f  the  language,  and she was a  wonder fu l  person.  Un-

fo r tunate ly ,  I  los t  her  jn  .1966 
to  cancer ,  so  then I  had to  make a  new l ' i fe  fo t

myse l f .  Bu t  dur ing  the  t ime we were  together ,  we s ta r red  in  a l l  these p lays '

and were ' in  demand cons tan t ly  to  g ' i ve  read ' ings  fo r  the  A.A.U.W.  We read

"Othe l lo , , ,  , 'K jnd  Lear r "  o ther  Shakespear ian  p1ays .

/A- i /  one t ime I  d id  some nar ra t jons  fo r  the  ch i ld ren 's  symphony.  That  was

a reward ing  exper ience.  i  d id  "Peter  and the  Wol f , r r  r rThe Sorecerer 's  Appren-

t i ce , "  and some o thers .  But  the  wonder fu l  th ing  about  tha t  was  work jng  w i th

our  la te ,  g rea t  0 r lando Bar rera .  He was such a  wonder fu l  man.  And I  remember

in  rehearsa ls  / - I - l  used  to  say  /To  h j [ / ,  "Th js ' i s  r i d i cu lous , "  because  he

6u{ t  me rehears ing  w i thout  a  mic rophone,  over  a  fu l l  o rches t ra ,  s tand ing  r igh t

in  f ron t  o f  them.  I  was  to  use  a  mic rophone in  per fo rmance,  and I  was  s t ra in ing

my vo ice  te r r ib l y .  And  I  kep t  te l l i ng  Or1ando ,  " I f  you  keep  th is  up  and  make

me shout  so  you can hear  me,  I 'm no t  go ing  to  have any  vo ice  when per fo rmance

t ime comes, "  because  I  was  s t ra in ing ' i t .  Bu t  one  n igh t  the  o rches t ra  kep t  mak-

ing  m is takes ,  and  I  had  to  s top  and  go  back .  F ina11y ,  he  ius t  s topped  and  sa id '

"Lad ' ies  and gent lemen,  you ' re  be ing  te r r ib le ,  your  manners  a re  abominab le l  Here
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we have the  most  beaut i fu l  vo ' i ce  in  the  wor ld  read ing  the  nar ra t ion ,  and a l l

o f  you  a re  p lay ing  sour  no tes l "  (Chuck les )  I  was  so  p leased  w i th  h is  comp l i -

ment .  I  was  do ing  "Peter  and the  Wol f "  the  year  tha t  he  d ' ied .  He had conducted

two performacnes, and then Larry Gibson here jn the Musci  Department took over.

But I  was so pleased that I  had had a chance to be with Barrera again before he

d ied ,  ' cause he  was such a  wonder fu l  man.

tn le l l ,  you 've  had  a  lo t  o f  compf iments  on  the  qua l i t y .o f  your  vo ice ,  though ,  I  know.

Wel l ,  a l l  o f  my  l i f e  th i s rs  go t ten  me ' in  e j the r  good  o r  in  t roub le .  Lo ts  o f

t imes  i t ' s  go t ten  me ' in  t roub le  because  my vo ice  has  a lways  been  the  f i r s t  th ing

tha t  peop le  seem to  no t jce  about  me.  But  somet imes i t ' s  taken /wrong in  some

places / .  I  remember  a  f i l l j ng  s ta t ion  a t tendant  once in  A labama,  a  long t ' ime

ago,  dec ided tha t  I  was  a  Yankee and probab ly  one w i th  a l l  those l ibera l  ideas

and  a l l  tha t .  (Th is  was  be fo re  c j v i l  r i gh ts . )  I  rea l l y  go t  qu i te  f r i gh tened .

I  j us t  handed  h im a  f i ve  do l la r  b i l l .  I  had  some change  coming ,  6u i l  I  i us t

hnaded i t  to  f r im fan{ /  d rove  o f f  because he  was te l l ing  another  one o f  the  a t ten-

dan ts ,  " I 'm  ge t t ing r  t i red  o f  wa i t i n '  on  those  damn Yankees . "  I  had  a  Texas

l j cense  on  my  ca r ,  bu t  t he  guy  dec ided  I  was  a  damn Yankee ,  and  I  d idn ' t  know

what  was  go ing  to  happen  to  me.  Th is  was  in  B i rm ingham,  A labama ' in  the  ear l y

. | 950s .  
So  I  j us t  d rove  o f f - - I  t h rew  a  f j ve  do l l a r  b j l l  ou t  and  t ook  o f f .

We l l ,  anyway ,  I  d ' i d  do  a  l o t  o f  rad jo  announc ' i ng - -no t  p ro fess iona ' I1y ,  bu t

I  used  to  have  a  mus jc  p rog ram he re  i n  E l  Paso .  I  d id  the  j n t ros  fo r  a  c lass i ca l

mus' ic  recorded program a long t ime ago down at  KSET.  But  I  th ' ink Fred Hervey

needed  a  l i t t l e  more  money ,  and  cou ldn ' t  ge t  a  sponso r  fo r  t he  p rog ram,  so  /E -e /

cu t ' i t  o f f .  I  t h i nk  he ' s  do ing  a1 l  r i gh t  now ,  bu t  t hey  had  money  p rob lems  a t

Mr .  He rvey ' s  es tab l i shemen t - -wh i ch  I  f i nd  t e r r j b l y  ha rd  t o  be l j eve .  We l l ,  when

they  cance l l ed  the  show,  they  go t  l o t s  o f  l e t t e rs  f rom peop le ' i r n  t own  say ing
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tha t  tha t  was  the  bes t  p rogram on the  a i r  and why d jd  they  take  i t  o f f?  And

peop le  ca l led  me up,  wanted  to  know why.  I  sa id ,  " t , l l e l l ,  ca l l  F red  Hervey ,  i t ' s

h js  bus ' iness .  He  f i red  me. "  He  sa id ,  " I  know j t ' s  a  good  th ing  bu t  wer re  no t

mak ing  any  money on  i t . "  Kas ter  and Maxon was the  sponsor .

Speak ' ing  o f  Kas ter  and Maxon,  one t ime we were  do ing  "L ' igh t  o f  the  Sky  and

Lo1s K ' ibby  was d ' i rec t ing .  She to ld  us ,  because we 'd  been g iv ' ing  k ind  o f  lacka-

da is jca l  per fo rmances,  tha t  there  were  some ta len t  scouts  f r rom MGM, Co lumbia

P ic tu res ,  and  Paramount  jn  the  aud ience .  "So ,  be  on  your  toes ,  k ids ,  VoU migh t

be  p icked. "  Everybody thought ,  " I  wonder  where  they  are?"  They  used to  go  a-

round the  count ry  and look  fo r  l i t t le  theat re  ta len t .  So '  we were  a l l  ius t  show-

ing  o f f  to  our  very  bes t .  6 I /  the  end o f  the  even jng ,  Lo js  came back  and sa id ,

"Pre t ty  good show,  k jds ,  p re t ty  good.  The ta len t  scouts  were  very ' impressed. "

/14e sa id l ,  "Where  are  they ,  Lo js?  What  happened? What 'd  they  say?"  She sa id '

"0h ,  they  a l l  went  back  to  the j r  jobs  a t  Kas ter  and Maxon. "  ( In te rv ' iewers '

laughter )  I ' ve  a lways  loved tha t  s to ry ,  i t s '  my favor i te  theat re  s to ry .

She got some good performances out of  you, then.

0h ,  she  d id .  She was a  task  master .  But  those were  fun  days ,  they  rea l1y  were .

Were  there  any  o ther  persona l j t jes  tha t  you  met?

Wel l ,  he re  on  campus ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  ment ion  some.  0 f  course ,  the re 's  some fabu lous

people in town /_*hL/ have come and gone. When I  f i rst  came to the campus one

of  my favor i te  peop le  twat  Capta ' in  John W.  K jdd .  l , r le  ca l led  h im Capta in  K idd '

because o f  Capta in  K jdd ,  /The p i ra te ] .  (Chuck les)  He was a  rough-cu t  o ld  fe l -

low- -b ' igges t  hear t  jn  the  wor ld ,  and here  I  was ,  a  de l i ca te  l i t t le  22-year -01d,

f resh  ou t  o f  co11ege ,  jus t  ba re ly  shav ing  ye t .  And  the  o ld  fe l l ow took  such  a

de l igh t  and in te res t  in  me because I  was  scared to  death  and I  was  lone ly .  And

at  tha t  t ime,  I  thought  Ph.D.s  were  ra ' l1y  peop le  you ido l ' i zed  because they  were



Pol k 20

the  bra ins .  I  wonr t  make any  fu r ther  comment  about  how tha t  has  changed- - l

th ink  everybody knows.  But  I  jus t  had such t remendous respec t  fo r  peop le  l i ke

Dr .  Qu inn  and Dr .  Sonn ichsen- -a l l  these f ine  peop le  who were  here- -and my boss ,

Dr .  Wigg ins .

But  anyway,  here  came o1d Capta in  K jdd- - the  poor  man had th is  bad th roa t .

(He  l a te r  d ied  o f  t h roa t  cance r . )  And  he  k ' i nd  o f  wh ispe red .  He  came ove r  one

day  and  he  sa id  /Tn  a  hoa rse  wh ispe f l ,  "Bax te r ,  a re  they  t rea t i n ' ya  r i gh t? "

I  sa ' i d ,  "Cap  K idd ,  I  don ' t  know.  Eve rybody ' s  mad  a t  me  because  I  can ' t  ge t  any

money  fo r  t he  L ib ra ry ,  and  I  can ' t  ge t  t he  p lace  s t ra igh tened  ou t .  I  don ' t  have

any  he1p . "  The  j ob  was  no t  cons ide red  a  fu l l - t ime  job  when  I  f j r s t  came he re .

They made me teach four  c lasses  p ' lus  run  the  L ib rary  w i th  four  s tudent  ass is tan ts .

And people wanted the Library Lto stay/  open more hours because what l ' i t t le we

had was no t  ava i lab le  to  them,  because we c losed a t  noon.  They  were  c los ing  a t

noon ;  I  ex tended  the  hours  t i l l  5 :00  o ' c lock  jn  the  a f te rnoon .  I  had  to  teach

these  c lasses ,  g rade  papers ,  run  the  L ib ra ry . . .oh ,  I  Was  go ing  ou t  o f  my  mind l

So,  Cap K idd  went  to  ba t  fo r  me,  went  over  to  Wigg ins  and sa ' id ,  "That  young fe l -

low over  the re ' i s  t r y ing  to  do  a  good  job ,  why  don ' t  you  1e t  h im do  j t?  Re l ieve

h im o f  a l l  tha t  teach ing ;  g ive  h im some he1p1"  He  was  ius t  marve lous .  Everybody

respec ted  the  man because he  wou ld  say  any th ing  he  fe l t  l i ke  say ing .  He was Dean

of  Eng ineer ing  a t  the  t ime,  and the  eng ineers  abso lu te ly  adored h im,  they  rea11y

d i d .

The  Qu jnns  speak  ve ry  h ' i gh1y  o f  h im .

0h ,  yes ;  t hey  were  g rea t  f r i ends .  And ,  o f  cou rse ,  D r .  Qu inn  was  Cha ' i rman  o f  t he

Geology Depar tment  at  that  t ime.

But  anyway,  dt  th ' is  t ime the L ibrary was on the top f loor  of  what  was then

Ke l1y  Ha l l ,  wh i ch  i s  now  the  Mass  Commun ica t i ons  Bu ' i 1d ing .  The  ou t s i de  s ta i r case
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on the west was the entrance to the Library.  And the Reading Room was on one

end and the  books tacks  on  the  o ther .  I  had a  s l id ing  g lass  pane ' l  be tween me and

the  k ids .  When we s ta r ted  ge t t ing  th ings  we had no  room to  she lve  them,  so  I 'd

p i le  th ings  up  by  the  wa11 in  the  Read ' ing  Room.  And I 'd  go  ou t  there  and say ,

"You roughnecks ,  keep your  paddy  paws o f f  those th ings- - they ' re  va luab le l "  We

were  so  $g l t  tha t  tha t ' s  they  way we ran  th ings .  "Okay ,  Po1k , "  they 'd  sc ream.

"You ' re  mak ing  too  much  no jse ,  we  canr t  s tudy l "  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  i f  I  f i nd  anybody

go ing  in to  those th ings ,  someth ing  w i l l  happen to  them."

When we s ta r ted  to  bu i ld  th is  new bu j ld ing- -wh ' i ch  i s  now the  o ld  L ib rary - -

in  
. |936 

and '37 ,  Cap K jdd  was work ing  w ' i th  the  eng ineers  and the  arch i tec ts  on

the  phys ica l  des ign  o f  the  bu i ld ' i ng ,  becuase  he  was  more  o r  less ' in  charge  o f

bu i ld ' ings  and grounds.  So,  he  came over  to  ask  me what  I  wanted .  He to ld  me

what  I  cou ld  have,  approx imate ly .  I t  was  very  l j t t le ,  as  you know,  bu t  fo r  us

then i t  was  t remendous.  We wene th ink ing  about  new quar te rs ,  and i t  was  to  be  a

combined  Admin is t ra t ion -L ib ra ry  Bu ' i l d jng ,  wh ich  i t  obv jous ly  i s .  Bu t  we  had  a

WPA grant  f rom the  Federa l  Government  to  bu j ld  the  bu i ld ing .  Do you know how

much tha t  o ld  bu i ld ing  cos t ,  i n  to ta l?  One hundred  thousand  do l la rs .

Anyway, to get back to Captain Kidd, there were many, many other th ' ings

that endeared f i t - im to me].  And I  want to te l l  you somethjng funny about him,

too .  We wou ld  go  th rough  the  bu i ld ing  when i t  was  ge ing  cons t ruc ted ,  and  he 'd

get  mad about  someth ing .  He chewed tobacco,  and he  wou ld  sp i t  on  the  wa l ls - -

sp i t  here  and sp i t  there- - to  makrk  where  he 'd  want  someth ing  changed.  And the

workmen wou ld  say ,  " l ^ le l l ,  Cap,  what  do  we have to  do  now?"  He 'd  say ,  "Go up

there ,  and  where  I ' ve  sp ' i t  tovacco  iu j ce ,  do  i t  a l l  over . "  And  they 'd  look  fo r

the  tobacco ju ice  s ta ins  on  the  wa l l  to  pu t  more  p las te r  on  some damn th ing .

But  he  was jus t  a  manve lous  person.  He used to  g ive  par t ies .  He l i ved  in
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th is  l i t t l e  house  up  here  wh ich  fo r  a  wh ' i l e  was  the  ba l le t  s tud io .  He  l i ved  on

campus because he  was so  honored and revered.  And he  used to  g ive  par t ies ,  and

he 'd  ro l l  up  the  rug  and want  to  dance.  He was ius t  a  shor t ,  pudgy  man,  ba ld -

headed and a l l  tha t .  ln le l l ,  the  four  s tudent  ass is tan ts  tha t  I  had were  very

pre t ty  g i r1s ,  and he  had qu i te  an  eye  fo r  p re t ty  g i r l s .  So  he  wou ld  inv i te  me

and te l l  me to  b r ing  my  four  p re t t y  g i r1s .  And  I ' d  say ,  "Now,  g i r ' l s ,  dance  w j th

h im. "  H is  danc ing  cons is ted  o f  ge t t ing  up  on  the  f lo r r  and  ius t  shu f f l i ng ,  f l a t -

foo ted ,  back  and fo r th  f rom one end to  the  o ther .  But  these g i r l s  wou ld  a l l

dance  w j th  h im.  Then  he 'd  do  someth ing  rea l ] y  n ice  fo r  the , - -he  gave  them g i f t s ,

a l l  tha t  so r t  o f  th ing .

But he used to come over to the Library every day to

was do ing . "  A  te r r ib ly  amus ing  man,  and I  was  very ,  very

see

sad

how "the young boy

when he passed

away becuase he  was rea l l y  one o f  the  grea t  munuments  here .  And he  ius t  kep t

me encouraged to go on and do my work because he was very interested in al l  of

my prob lems.  And I  had a  lo t  o f  them,  because a t  tha t  t ime we were  a l loca t ing

funds  to  the  var ious  depar tments - - there  were  on ly  about  12  or  
'14  

depar tments - -

and a l l  the  cha j rmen wou ld  ga ther  a round me and I  was  supposed to  make a l loca-

t ' ions .  But  i f  Eng l ish  go t  more  thant  H is to ry  o r  H js to ry  go t  more  than Eng l ish ,

or  Geo logy  go t  more  than Eng ineer ihg ,  d  f igh t  wou ld  ensure .  And they 'd  f igh t

one anohter ,  and ye11 a t  me l

Wel l ,  why  were  you appo in ted  to  a lJocate  the  funds?

'Cause  nobody  e lse  wan ted  to  do  j t .  We d ' idn ' t  have  a  l i b ra ry  commi t tee ln  those

dyas- - thank  God l  Dea l ing  w i th  the  depar tment  cha i rmen was enough.

You '  re  ta l  k j  ng  about  a l  I  oca t j  ng  1  i  b ra ry  funds .

Book funds  fo r  each depar tment .  The L lb rary  wro te  them a l l  down- -Educat ion ,

Eng l ish ,  and so  on .  And $2500 was our  to ta l  book  and per iod ica l  budget  the  f i rs t
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year  I  was  here .  You can imag ' ine  what  b reak ing  tha t  down was l  Wel l ,  I  never

made anybody happy.  They  ius t  a rgued and argued and argued,  they  wou ldn ' t

accept my f igures.  The PE Department would sayr " l , . le don' t  need books, we need

basketba l l s  and tenn js  ne ts . "  So they 'd  wa lk  ou t  and comprom' ise  and tu rn  the i r

money over  to  somebody e lse- -very  n ice ly .  I ' ve  a lways  admi red  and respec ted

those peop le  because they  rea l i zed  tha t  the ' i r  work  was no t  rea l l y  research  and

read ing ,  so  they  were  k ind  enough to  g ive  up  the i r  funds .  Everybody e lse  down-

graded them;  I  don ' t ,  I  rea l l y  don ' t .  Because those peop le  were  very  n ice  about

rea l i z ing  tha t  they  rea l l y  d idn ' t  need  the  money .

Depar tment  cha i rmen were  bad enough.  L ibnary  commi t tees ,  la te r  on ,  tu rned

out  to  be  worse .  But  I  went  tover  to  Dr .  Wigg ins '  o f f i ce  one day  and I  sa id ,

" I  canno t  con t ' i nue  w i th  th i s  madness ,  I  can ' t  p lease  these  peop le  mak ing  these

a1 loca t ions . "  So he  came to  the  nex t  meet ing .  He rev iewed what  I  had a l loca ted

and thought  i t  was  f ine ,  we l l  worked ou t ,  based on  enro l lment  jn  the  depar tments '

how much research  was requ ' i red ,  who requ ' i red  papers  and themes,  and so  on .  A l l

o f  these fac to rs  were  cons jdered.  And,  a1so,  who had the  most  g raduates .  So,

o f  course  Min ing ,  Geo logy ,  and Meta l lu rgy  had to  come f i rs t  because they  were

our  on ly  p ro fess iona l  schoo ls ,  and they  go t  a  l i t t le  b i t  more  because these peop le

went  o f f  and  go t  p ro fess iona l  j obs  as  m in ing  eng ineers  and  so  on"  So ,  Wjgg ins

came over  to  the  nex t  meet ing  |an{  he  s t ra igh tened them out .  He ius t  sa id ,

"F rom now on  Bax te r  Po lk ' s  go ing  to  make  these  a l loca t jons .  I ' ve  appo in ted  h im

to  do  j t  and you ' re  go ing  to  accept  them."  And there  were  a l l  these peop le- -

Sonn ichsen ,  Qu inn ,  o ld  Cap  K idd ,  and  a l l  the  b ig  sho ts .  And  Cap was  a lways  n ice .

He 'd  usua ' l1y  s tay  a f te r  the  meet ' ings  and say ,  "0h ,  Bax ter ,  g ive  H is to ry  $25 bucks

f rom me, "  jus t  to  make me happy l  He was such a  dear ,  sweet  man.

But I  remember my f i rst  encounter wi th Dr.  Sonnjchsen, who became a very good
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f r . iend ,  a lmost  immedia te ly .  They  lady  whom I  had rep laces  was pregnant .  Andin

job

theunt ' i l  your  accouchement*  was upon you.  And th is  lady d jd .  She s tayed unt i l

very  las t  day  and then had her  baby  the  nex t .  Wel l ,  / jn /  those days  when a  lady

went  a round w i th  a  swo l len  be l l y ,  peop le  were  k ind  o f  embar rassed by  i t .  I t

/wasn 'V  l : ke  i t  i s  today .  We a l l  accep t  the  fac t  tha t  ch i ld ren  do  indeed  come

out  o f  the i r  mothers .  But  th is  d jsgus ted  everybody,  so  she had to  go .  So when

I  came,  I  met  Dr .  Sonn jchsen on  the  campus.  And I  guess  he  ius t  rea l i zed  tha t  I

was  a  s t ranger  and f - robab1f r  the  new l ib ra r ian ,  ' cause they  re fe r red  to  me as

" tha t  k id  runn jng  the  L ib rary . "  A l though I  was  22 ,  I  appeared to  be  about  four -

teen.  So Sonn ' i chsen came up to  me and thumped me on the  be l l y  and sa id ,  " I  hope

you ' re  no t  p regnant l "  (Laughter )  I t  jus t  shocked mel  That  was my in t roduc t jon

to  Sonn jchsen.  I  d ' idn ' t  know then what  the  re fe rence was,  then I  la te r  found

out  tha t  the  l ib ra r ian  was pregnant .

What  about  the  phys jca l  appearance o f  the  campus a t  the  t ime tha t  you  came?

0h,  my goodness .  Wel1 ,  every th ing  was rocksr  g redsewood and cac tus .  I t  was

pre t ty .  I t  was  much pre t t ' i e r  than j t  i s  now,  s imp ly  because they  had le f t ' i t

i n  j t s  na tura l  s ta te .  We had b looming ocot j l lo ,  and we had b loom' ing  yucca,  and

o ther  cac tus ,  and  Dev i l ' s  Crowns  and  a l l  these  beau t i fu l  th ings .  They  were  a l l

over  the  campus ,  /w i th7  the  h i l l s  r i s ing .  We jus t  had  t ra i l s ,  we  d jdn ' t  have

s idewalks  o r  paved s t ree ts ,  o r  any th ing .  And f requent ly ,  ra t t lesnakes  wou ld  be

found  be tween c lasses .  And  jus t  the  l i t t l e  mass  o f  bu ' i l d ings  up  here  on  the  h j l l

was  here ,  p lus  the  pres ident ' s  home wh ich  was on  what  was then Co l lege Avenue.

I  be l ieve  Co l lege was paved.  But  there  were  no  s ' idewalks ,  you  had to  wa lk  on  the

s t ree t .  Then when you go t  on  campus you 'd  s tumble  across  the  rocks  and every -

th ing .  And  they  jus t  had  th is  o ld  s tone  wa lk  in  f ron t  o f  O ld  Ma in .  Then  there

those  days  p regnan t  lad ies  were  cons idered . . .we l l ,  you  ius t  d idn ' t  s tay  in  a

S:

t ime  t o  g i ve  b i r t h
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was an o ld  mjneshaf t  the  boys  worked in  down near  the  Chemis ty -Geo logy  Bu i ld ing ;

the  I  i t t l e  o ld  M in ing  and  Meta l lu rgy  Bu i ' l d ing ,  wh ich  was  t iny ;  and  the  o ld  Burges

and the  Ke l ly ,  wh ich  js  now the  Mass  Communica t ions  lFu i ld in f l ;  Ho l l ' i day  Ha l l

and  K idd  F ie ld ;  and  one  dormj to ry ,  wh ich  j s  now,  I  th ink ,  M iner ' s  Ha l l .  I  s tayed

in the dormitory for  a whi le when I  f i rst  came here because they wene try ing to

pay  fo r  i t .  And Dr .  Wigg ins  asked me to  he lp  them pay  fo r  the  dorm.

Was Dr.  Berkman here at  the t ime?

Dr.  Berkman was here and at  the t ime he was the dorm father.  Mary El la Pool  was

t he  l ady ' s  name ,

Ha11 ,  because  / i l o

I  t h ink ,  i n  t he  women 's  do rm.  I  t h jnk  they  ca l l ed  tha t  t ^ l o r re l l

r re l ] 7  had  been  P res iden t  o f  t he  o ld  Schoo l  o f  M ines .  Anyway ,

T .

P:

T :

p .

tha t ' s  about  a l l  there  was to  the  campus.  /There  was a lsg_7 a  I  i t t le ,  t iny  shack

wh' ich was the women's gym house. And there was a wonderful  woman in charge of

tha t .  She was a  very  good f r iend  o f  mjne .

D id  you have a  car  in  those days? D id  a l l  the  facu l ty  have cars?

0h ,  no .  Mos t  o f  them d idn ' t .  There  was  a  few o ld  hacks .

How d jd  you ge t  there?

We rode buses  and we had a  s t ree tcar ,  t ro11eys .  There  was a  l i t t le  s t ree tcar

that used to run r ight  / ip l  tne mjddle of  North 0negon Street and over to Kansas,

and  up  the  h i l l - - c lank i t y -c lank i t y -c lank .  And  i t  was  a lways  jump ing  the  t racks .

And the  k ids  up  here 'd  ge t  ou t  and he lp  the  opera tor  pu t  the  car  back  on  the

t racks .  I  don ' t  th ink  we  even  had  buses ,  jus t  tha t  t ro11ey .  And  then ,  gosh ,

peop le  wa lked in  those days .

From here to downtown?

R' igh t .  Bu t  those who had to  come f rom the  eas t  par t  o f  town. . .bu t  remember ,  E1

Paso  was  awfu l l y  s rna ]1 .  A l l  o f  th j s  Eas twood s tu f f  and  a l l  tha t  was  jus t  p la in

deser t .  And  we had  a  t j ny ,  l i t t l e  a i rpor t  wh ich  was  more  o r  less  where  i t ' i s  now.

T :

P :
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But  i t  was  way ou t  in  the  count ry .

ge t  to  the  a i rpor t .

You drove fo r  mi les  and mi les  and mi les  to

You s t i l l  do .

True l  (Chuc les)  Except  you can take  the  f reeway now.  But  t ranspor ta t ion  was

pr imar i ' l y  the  t ro11ey .  And  j t  c lank -c lank-c lanked ,  and  i t  was  a  n icke l  and  you

got  a  t rans fer  Eo i l  no  charge.  You cou ld  buy  a  book  o f  t j cke ts .

And  a l l  o f  the  pub l i c  soc ja l  l j f e  was  downtown?

Right .  And Judrez .  I  used to  go  every  Saturday  n igh t  w i th  the  eng ineers  and

geo log is ts ,  and  we 'd  go  over  to . . . the re  was  a  p lace  ac tua l l y  ca l led  S loppy  Joe 's .

And  I  have  a  l j t t l e  ta len t  on  the  p iano .  I  used  to  be  ab le  to  p lay  a l l  o f  the i r

o ld  f ra te rn i ty  songs- - " I 'm a  Ramb' l ing  Wreck  f rom Georg ia  Tech. "  And we 'd  go  over

to  S loppy  Joe 's ,  and they 'd  take  the  f ron t  o f f  o f  the  p ' iano ,  and the  s ides  and

the  back ,  so  i t  wou ld  be  louder ,  l i ne  up  the  beers  on  the  f ron t  o f  the  p iano ,

and  I ' d  p lay  a ' I1  n igh t  Sa tu rday  n igh t - - ius t  rous ' ing ' i t  up .  I  knew every  one  o f

these k jds  and most  o f  them were  o lder  than I .  So ,  they  t rea ted  me ius t  l i ke

a  bra t .

But  they  were  very  n ice  when i t  came to  b r ing ing  the i r  books  back  / to  the

L ib rary /  and a l l  o f  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing ,  because I 'd  go  th rough the  dorm' i to ry  on

my way to  work  say ing ,  "A l l  books  are  due today l "  I 'd  even ca l l  the  names.

"A lber t ,  you  have l5  books  overdue l "  A t  tha t  t ime the  f ine  was a  penny a  day .

And  I ' d  jus t  go  th rough  the  campus  ye1 ' l i ng ,  "Book  re tu rn  day1"  I t  was  so  sma l l .

Peop le  wou ld  /comf l  and apo log ize ,  "Hey,  Bax ter ,  can  I  b r ing  them back  th js  a f te r -

noon? t l ' l i l l  tha t  be  okay?"  I 'd  say ,  "Get  them in  there  be fore  5 :00 . "  And we

got  our  books  back ,  no  prob lems.  I  mean,  everybody was f r iend ly  and n jce .  I f

we ever  d id  have a  prob lem,  the  k ids  were  reasonab le  about  i t .  I  cou ld  ca l l  them

in  and  say ,  "Now,  look ,  you ' re  keep ing  somebody  e lse  f rom these  books , "  ' cause
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we had so few.

0f  course, the k ids used to cal l  me up fron the dorm fwhere they wert  lay-

ing  around dr ink ing  beer  and smok ing ,  to  b r ing  them a  book .  lT -h .y ' { /  g ' i ve  me the

t i t l e ,  and  requen t l y  I ' d  do  i t .  Bu t  then  la te r  on  they 'd  take  me ou t  and  buy  me

a beer  o r  a  sandwich .  Yeah ,  they 'd  ca l l  up  and  say ,  "H .y ,  Bax ,  b r ing  me so  and

So,  I  need  i t  fo r  a  theme. "  Lazy  so -and-so 's l  BUt  j t  was  fun ,  and  I  rea l l y  had

a good t ime.  I  was  c lose  to  the  s tudents  and c lose  to  the  facu l ty .  And most

o f  the  facu l ty  were  very  n ice  peop le .  And some o f  those f r iends  have endured.

0 f  course ,  many o f  them are  gone.  Dr .  Bachmann was Cha i rman o f  the  Language

Depar tment ,  Dr .  Lake fo rm Chemis t ry ,  Dr .  Knapp was then 6 ' t t i l  Math  then.  He 's

re t i red  and  s t i l l  a l j ve ,  bu t  Bachmann 's  gone ,  Lake 's  gone ,  Pucke t t ' s  gone .

Pucke t  was  the  Dean.  Berkman*  has  re t i red ,  he 's  s t i l l  a l i ve .  A l l  o f  the  o ld

t imers . . .

I  d idn ' t  say  any th ing  nas ty  about  any  pres ident  ye t .  Mercy :  I  d idn ' t  say

anyth' ing nasty about the Regents .

l , . le '  I  I  do that i  n the second sess' ion .

Yeah ,  I  e t ' s  ge t  tha t  ' i n  the  second  sess ion .

Okay, why don' t  we do /Thai l .

*
Dr. Antone Berkman d' ied j n  May ,  1973 ,  soon  a f te r  t h ' i s  i n te rv iew .
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We' re  go ing  to  ta l k  abou t  your  l i b ra ry  admjn js t ra t ion .  In  the  beg inn ing ,  wha t

was the appearance of  the Universi ty? t r 'Je went over i t  ear l  ier .

I , . le l l ,  when I  came,  o f  course  I  came as  Head L ' ib ra r ian ,  bu t  i t  wasn ' t  cons idered

a fu l l - t ime job .  Have I  to ld  you tha t?  So,  they  asked me to  teach four  c lasses

and run  the  L ib rary  w i th  a  few s tudent  ass is tan ts .  A t  tha t  t ime,  we ius t  had a

Pres ident ,  a  Bus jness  Manager ,  a  Reg is t ra r ,  a  Dean o f  Eng ineer ing  and a  Dean o f

Ar ts  and  Sc iences ,  I  be l ieve .  I  th ink  tha t ' s  abou t  the  on ly  admin is t ra t jon  we

actua l l y  had.  We d idn ' t  have the  V ice  Pres ident  s t ruc tu re  tha t  we have now,  i t

wasn ' t  tha t  comp l i ca ted .  And ,  as  I  reca l l ,  I  on ly  dea l t  w i th  the  Pres iden t

and the  Bus iness  Manager  on  budgets .  Somet ' imes the  L ib rary  Commi t tee  go t  invo lved

jn  i t ,  bu t  we d idn ' t  have the  connn ' i t tee  ac tua l l y  un t j l  la te r .  l , . le i1 ,  there  was

a Library Commit tee composed pr" imari ly of  a l l  the department heads, but there were

so few o f  them tha t  tha t  d idn ' t  make rea l l y  an  unru ly  cornmi t tee .

The L ' ib ra ry  a t  tha t  t ime was on  the  top  f loor  o f  what  i s  now ca l led  Mass

Communica t jons  Bu i ld ing .  I t  was  then Ke l ly  Ha i l  bu t  they 've  t rans fer red  the  name

Ke11y I  th ink  to  one o f  the  dormi to r ies .  And a l l  the  campus was up  there  on  the

h ' i l l  excep t  tha t  they  had  bu i l t . . the  Pres jden t ' s  home was  over  on  Co l lege  Avenue

(now Un ivers i ty  Avenue)  and tha t  bu i ld ing  was there .  There  was a  dormi to ry  down

here ,  the  o ld  one  wh ich  i s  now Mjner ' s  Ha l l ,  wh ich  they 'd  jus t  bu i l t ,  and  the

Centenn ia l  Museum was  on  i t s  l i t t l e  h i l l .  And  in  be tween there  were  jus t  h i l l s

and rocks  and s tones  and ra t t lesnakes .  There  rea l l y  were  snakes  on  campus a t

tha t  t jme .  (Chuck l  es )

But  the  admin is t ra t jon  was no t  compl ica ted ,  and o f  course  ne i ther  were  our

budgets .  And we were  var ious ly  ca l led  The Co l lege o f  Mines  and the  Schoo l  o f

M ines ,  bu t  o f f i c ia l l y  by  leg is la tu re  vve  were  s t i l l  Schoo l  o f  M ines  and  Meta l lu rgy ,
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which  was supposed to  be  the  Texas  Min ing  Branch o f  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas .  But

we were  ca l led  Co l lege  o f  M jnes  loca l l y  and  by  the  Regents  in  Aus t ' i n .  Bu t  as

fa r  as  the  leg is la tu re  was concerned,  we were  no t  o f f i c ' ia11y  the  Co l lege o f  M ' ines

and Meta l  1  u rgy .

We1l ,  among some o f  the  prob lems tha t  you  migh t  have had,  I  was  read ing ' in  the

newspaper  c l i pp ings  tha t  i t  was  censorsh ip .

Yes .  We11,  i t  wasn ' t  so  bad  in  the  
. l 930s .  

As  a  mat te ro f fac t ,  the  L ib ra ry  had

so l ' i t t le  money a t  tha t  t ime tha t  there  wasn ' t  tha t  much censorsh ip  o f  any th ing

because we cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  buy  any  k jnd  o f  mater ia l  tha t  was  cons jdered con-

t rovers ia l .  Bu t  as  the  war  approached  and  H j t le r  was  ga in ing  h is  power  jn  Eu-

rope,  o f  coursen there  was a  lo t  o f  p ropaganda sent  ou t - -even,  as  a  mat te r  o f

fact ,  f rom the German Library of  Informat ion in New York Ci ty.  l^ le used to get

a l l  the j r  pub l i ca t ions .  There  was one very  famous one ca l led  Freud Und Arbe j ! ,

wh ' i ch  was  pu t  ou t  by  H j t l e r ' s  p ropaganda mach ine ,  was  i l l us t ra ted ,  and  was  jn

th ree  or  four  d ' i f fe ren t  languageg inc lud ing  Eng l  i sh .  By  the  way,  we have a  very

sma l l  f i l e  o f  i t  he re .  I  th ink ' i t ' s  i n  Spec ja l  Co l lec t ions .  I  managed to  save

some,  bu t  some peop le  came up and re l ieved us  o f  cop ies  o f  those th ings  because

they  d idn ' t  th ink  we  shou ld  have  then  in  the  L ib ra ry .  And  I  sa jd ,  " l , . l e l l ,  ' i t ' s

no t  p ro  o r  con  any th ing . "  But  o f  course  they  po in ted  ou t  tha t  j t  was  a  g rea t

propaganda th ing ,  tha t  H i t le r  was  t ry ing  to  p rove  tha t  the  German peop le ,  as  pure

Aryans ,  were  the  on ly  peop le  in  the  wor ld  who 'd  ever  done any th ing  in  the  wor ld

tha t  was  wor th  no t ic ing ,  and so  on .  Which  was t rue  jn  the  magaz ine ,  bu t  I  wanted

to keep them as hjstor jcal  documents because they indicated how very complete and

compact  and wor ld -w ide  h is  p ropaganda campa ' ign  rea l l y  was .  And o f  course ,  i f  you

read a l l  those th ings  care fu l l y ,  you  cou ld  beg ' in  to  see ev idence o f  the  fac t

tha t  the  man was insane,  as  j t  la te r  tu rned ou t  he  was.  He had every  psychopath ic
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syndrome I  th ink  tha t ' s

i t  tu rned  ou t  la te r .  I

Have you seen that?

Yes .

ever been recorded

recent ly read that

by  psycho log is ts  and

book ca l led  The Mind

psych ia t r i s ts ,

o f  Ado l f  H i t l e r .

q .

D . I t  was pret ty dreadful  when you think that  that  man was about to take over the

who le  wor ld .  And he  took  over  the  encyc loped ias .  There  was one famous one,

Der Grose Brockhaus, wh' ich was a very respected German encyc' lopedia.  He took

t ha t  ove r  and  had  i t  comp le te l y  rewr i t t en .  t l e  had  the  l as t  ed j t i on  be fo re  the

Naz j  ed i t i on  o f  De r  G rose  B rockhaus ,  wh j ch  I  t h i nk  ou r  se t  s t j l l  has  a  l e t t e r  i n

the re  f rom the  pub l i sher  say ing ,  "Th js  j s  the  las t  ed i t i on  be fo re  H i t l e r  rev ised

i t . "  And  when j t  was  rev jsed ,  he  ed i ted  every  a r t i c le  in  i t - -and  j t  was  some-

th ing  l ' i ke  l5  vo lumes- - to  be  sure  tha t  somewhere  down the  l ine  the  Aryan German

was  p ra ised  fo r  h js  work  in  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  ca tegory :  i n  L i te ra tu re ,  the ,sc iences ,

techno logy- -every th ing .  Every  a r t j c le  p ra ised the  Naz i  Reg ime and the  German

Aryan peop le .  So,  in  o ther  words ,  the  Aryan and German wou ld  exc lude o f  course

Jews and any  o ther  minor i t ies  in  the  count ry ,  and he  gave them cred i t ,  o f  course ,

fo r  abso lu te ly  no th ing .  We11,  we  a l l  know tha t  s to ry .

l , . l e l l ,  anyway ,  t he re  were  a  l o t  o f  peop le  who  though t  I  shou ldn ' t  pu t  t h i s

ou t ,  t ha t  i t  wou ld  po i son  the  m ' i nds  o f  t he  young  peop le .  Then ,  o f  cou rse ,  when

the war  began and r ight  a f ter  the war ,  there was a great  dea ' l  o f  Communist  pro-

paganda  i n  t h j s  coun t r y .  I  go t  i n t o  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  t r oub le  w j t h . . . no t  t he

McCarthy Commit tee,  i t  was before that .  The Mart jn  D' ies Commit tee sent  a  group

o f  peop le  down  he re  t o  check  a l l  o f  t he  cu r r i cu l a  o f  a l l  t he  pub l j c  schoo l s  and

the  pub l i c  i ns t i t u t i ons ,  such  as  t h i s  one ,  and  a ' | 1  t he  l i b ra r j es  f o r  t he i r  ho ld -

i ngs  on  p ro -Commun is t  l j t e ra tu re .  So  the  Dean  who  was  head  o f  t he  Schoo l  a t

t ha t  t jme ,  he  was  ac t i ng  P res iden t ,  came  up  i n  g rea t  pan i c  and  sa id ,  "Bax te r ,
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you be t te r  h ide  a l l  these th ings  you 've  go t . "  Because we were  ge t t ing  a t  tha t

t jme the  lg iUWorker .  I  was  no t  pay ing  fo r  j t  ou t  o f  S ta te  funds ,  vve  weren ' t

pay ing  fo r  j t  a t  a l l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac to  the  Communis t  Par ty  was send ing  i t

f ree  to  l ib ra r jes  a l l  over  the  count ry  and I  kep t i t  because i t  was  representa-

t i ve  o f  tha t  g roup o f  peop le .  I  thought  everyone had a  r igh t  to  know,  to  read.

I , . le l1 ,  peop le  to ld  me,  "No,  these k ids  a re  too  young.  They  can ' t  make up  the i r

own mjnds .  You ' re  he lp ing  the  enemy by  do ing  a1 l  th i s , "  and  so  on .  We l l ,  he

asked me to  h ide  these th jngs  wh i le  tha t  comm' i t tee  was here .  And I  wou ldn ' t  do

' i t ,  so  he  d id  i t .  He jus t  ga thered up  a l l  the  pub l ica t ions ,  the  cur ren t  ones ,

and took  them down to  h is  o f f i ce  and locked them up- -wh ich  I  thought  was r jd icu-

lous .  Butwhen the  commi t tee  came and went ,  he  brought  them back .

Bu t  I  d idn ' t  ge t  i n to  any  k ind  o f  t roub le  a t  a l l .  They  
' l ooked  

a t  some o f

the  facu l ty  check-ou t  f i l es .  I  thought  th is  was in te res t ing .  I  to ld  them tha t

tha t  was  persona l  in fo rmat ion  and conf ident ia l  in fo rmat ion- -what  the  facu l ty  had

taken ou t .  Bu t  th is  commj t tee  pr imar i l y  wanted  to  see what  cer ta in  peop le  here

on the  campus were  read ing ,  par t i cu la r ly  i f  they  were  in  the  c lassroom teach ing '

and whether or not they were promot ing any of  th is propaganda or phi losophy in

the i r  c lassrooms.  And I  p ro tes ted  tha t  very  s t rong ly ,  bu t  these peop le  sa id

they had every r ight  jn the wor ld because they were Federal  agents and appojnted

by  the  Federa l  Government  to  do  th is .  So,  I  jus t  sa t  there  and le t  them do i t .

I  donr t  know what  they  came up w i th ,  nobody go t  in  t roub le .  But  I  was  branded

la te r  by  the  communj ty  as  k ind  o f  a  "p ink . "  I  had so  many f r iends  tha t  nobody

rea ' l1y  though t  I  was  a  v io len t  p ink ,  tha t  I  wasn ' t  rea l l y  th rea ten ing  to  over -

th row the  government  o r  any th inq  l i ke  tha t .  And I  had to  cons tan t ly  de f ine  what

i t  meant  to  be  a  l ibera l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  I  sa id ,  " I  ha te  to  be  branded

as  e i the r  one- - l i be ra l ,  conserva t j ve ,  wha tever .  I  am a  human be ing  w j th  a
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reasonab le  amount  o f  knowledge and cer ta in ly  a  g rea t  sense o f  p ropor t ion .  But

I  am runn ing  a  l ib ra ry ,  wh ich  shou ld  be  a l l  th ings  to  a l l  men,  because we repre-

sent  the  who le  body  o f  knowledge,  the  ac t iv i t y  o f  man,  and so  one,  whatever  tu rn

i t  may  take . "

I  sa id ,  "You donr t  th row away,  fo r  example ,  your  h is to ry  books  tha t  te l l  you

how awfu l  A t t i la  the  Hun was.  And had we a l l  been a l i ve ,  perhaps  a t  tha t  t ime

nobody would have been on his s ide.  But we don' t  throw those books away. l l le

don ' t  ta l k  abou t  the  Span ish  Armada,  we  don ' t  ta l k  abou t  the  Inqu is j t i on  and

t h row  those  books  away .  And  a l l  o f  t hose  th ings  were  j us t  as  bad ,  depend ing  on

which  s ide  you were  on . "  So,  I  sa id ,  "You peop le  on ly  ge t  hys ter ica l  about  cur -

ren t  th ings . "  They  sa id ,  "We l l ,  tha t ' s  rea l l y  a1 l  tha t  peop le  a re  pay ing  a t ten -

t jon  to . "  I  sa id ,  "No ,  i t  i sn ' t ,  j t  i sn ' t  a t  a l l .  Th js  j s  par t  o f  e j the r  p rog-

ress  o r  d ig ress ion  o f  mank jnd .  And  so  i t ' s  r j d i cu lous  to  ge t  hys te r i ca l  abou t

j t  when you m' igh t  be  des t roy ing  very  va luab le  in fo rmat jon  fo r  the  fu tu re . "

l Je l l ,  the re  was  one  nnn  tha t  came up . . . th i s  i s  a  ve ry  funny  s to ry ,  i n  a  way .

A man came up and found a  book  ou t  on  the  open read ing  she1f .  I  had se lec ted

books  to  pu t  ou t  on  a  d isp lay  rack- -cur ren t ,  new books  tha t  I  thought  migh t  be

of  jn te res t .  Ac tua l l y ,  th is  book  had been g iven to  us  and i t  was  a  book  tha t

pra' ised the Soviet  economy, their  whole economic system. The book wasn' t  exact ' ly

pro-Communis t ,  i t  was  rea11y Sov ie t - -wh jch  is  now as  vve  know to ta l i ta r ian ,  bu t

no t  to ta l l y  Marx ' ian ,  sha l l  we say ,  because they 've  mod ' i f jed  i t  a  g rea t  dea l  ,  as

you know.  So,  th js  book  was ou t  there .  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  pay  much a t ten t ion  to

the  book ,  i t  was  jus t  a  book  tha t  I  thought  migh t  be  o f  genera l  in te res t  to  Eco-

nomics  s tudents  o r  somebody I  i ke  tha t .  Th is  o ld  r , ran  p icked i t  up ,  took  i t  ou t ,

b rough t ' i t  back  and  ins is ted  on  see ing  me.  And  he  to ld  me tha t  he  though t  tha t

I  shou ld  remove  tha t  book  f rom the  l i b ra ry ,  tha t  he  found  j t  ou t  the re in  the
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open  she ' l f  and  he  had  taken  i t  ou t  t o  read  i t ,  r ead  i t ,  and  i t  wou ld  des t roy  the

mjnds  o f  t hese  young  peop le .  He  was  so rny  tha t  h i s  son  had  even  gone  he re  and

graduated f rom here because we had that  k ind of  books in  the L ibrary.  So,  he

wen t  on  and  on  and  on  and  on .  F ina1 ly ,  i  l ooked  a t  t he  ca rd .  I  sa id ,  " l l ay  I

see  the  book ,  s i r? "  He  had  had  i t  checked  back  i n  and  then  b rough t  i t  t o  me .  I

sa i dn  " I , * l e l l ,  appa ren t l y  t h i s  hasn ' t  de f i l ed  t oo  many  m inds ,  as  you  say ,  because

you ' r e  t he  on l y  one  who ' s  r ead  j t .  You r  name  j s  t he  on l y  name  on  t he  ca rd . "  ,

"We l l ,  o t he r  peop le  w i l l  f i nd  i t l "  I  sa i d ,  " I  don ' t  t h i nk  i t ' s  go ing  t o  cause

a l l  t ha t  much  ha rm . "  He  sa ' i d ,  " l , r l e l l ,  I 'm  j us t  so r r y  my  son  wen t  he re . "  I  sa ' i d ,

"Le t  me  ask  you  someth ' i ng  abou t  you r  son ,  Vourseem so  conce rned .  I s  you r  son  a

Commun is t? "  0 f  cou rse  tha t  made  h im  mad  and  fu r i ous ,  and  he  wan ted  to  know why

I ' d  asked  h im  tha t .  I  sa id ,  "We l1 ,  you  seem so  conce rned  abou t  wha t ' s  happened

to  h im .  How l ong  was  he  l i v i ng  w i t h  you? "  He  sa id ,  "Un t i 1  he  g radua ted  f r om

schoo l . "  I  sa j d ,  "We1 l ,  d i dn ' t  you  eve r  t a l k  t o  t he  young  man ,  and  f i nd  ou t

wha t  he  was  th ink ing ,  and  wha t  he  fe l t  abou t  t h ings?  I  rnean ,  you  had  a  ce r ta in

pa ren ta l  ob l i ga t i on  to  d j rec t  t he  boy ,  wh icheve r  way  you  wan ted  h im  to  qo .  So

you  shou ldn ' t  b l ame  us .  Ce r ta i n l y  t ha t  book  d i dn ' t  de f i l e  h im  and  I  can ' t  imag ine

tha t  any  o the r  book  wou ld  have ,  had  he  had  the  p rope r  gu idance  g row ing  up . "  And

so  the  man  jus t  go t  up  and  sa ' i d ,  "You  a re  imposs ' i b le  to  ta l k  t o , "  t h rew the  book

on  my  desk  and  l e f t .

I  mean ,  t he  who le  bus iness  was  t ha t  you ' r e  no t  t 0 . . .  I  d r ' dn ' t  see  any

reason  ' i n  t he  wor ld  why  I  shou ld  l e t  t hese  peop le ,  who  were  reasonab ly  foo l ' i sh

in the ' i r  a t t ' i tude,  spoi l  our  open-mindedness about  the book co l lect ion for  every-

body  e l sen  and  so  I  t ook  j t  as  rny  spec ia l  ob l i ga t i on  to  hand le  then i .  I  t r i ed  to

do i t  cou r t eous l y  and  k i nd l y ,  bu t  when  t h i s  man  opened  up  abou t  h i s  son  had  been

de f i l ed - -h i s  m ind  and  h j s  po ' i n t  o f  v i ew- - t hen  t ha t  was  t h row ing  a  gu i l t  on  me

tha t  I  d i dn ' t  dese rve  and  I  made  h im  accep t  some  o f  t he  respons ib i i i t y ,  j f  i ndeed
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i t  had  happened .  0 f  cou rse  they  resen t  t ha t ;  peop le  resen t  t ha t  ve ry  much .  Mos t

ot  tne t jme I  ius t  turn these th ings bac l< on thern and t ry  f inCi r -e l t t f i ,  wf thout

too openhancled a mannei,  to Show them-how rea1ly r idi iulouithey urere being.

We11,  I  th ink  those are  the most  in teres t ing inc idents .  We'd  had o ther

th ings  come up.  When the  John B j rch  Soc ' ie ty ,  fo r  example ,  came in to  ex is tence,

I  accep ted  a l l  the i r  pub l i ca t ions  f rom a ' lady  here  in  town who invar iab ly ,  when

she came to  b r ing  them to  me,  was drunk .  She jus t  b rought  the  packages o f  pub-

l i ca t jons  and  dumped them,  and  sa id ,  "Bax te r ,  I 'm  jus t  amazed  tha t  you  wou ld

accep t  these  th ings  because  you ' re  such  a  I j be ra l ,  such  a  p ink . "  I  sa ' id ,  "0h ,

shu t  up .  You  don ' t  even  know what  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t .  I 'm  tak ing  th is  s tu f f

and  I 'm  go ing  to  pu t  i t  on  the  she l f ,  bu t  I  assure  you  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  read  j t .

I 'm tak ing  th is  s tu f f  because i t  represents  a  bunch o f  nu ts  jn  th js  count ry  and

what  they  th ink . "  S ince  she 'd  ca l led  me a  p ink  I  though t  I  cou ld  open  up  on  her .

Jus t  because you ' re  in  a  pub l i c  o f f i ce ,  you  see,  peop le  thought  they  cou ld  make

you  vu lnerab le .  And  I  resen ted  tha t  and  I  s imp ly  wou ldn ' t  l e t  them do  i t .  So

I  sa id ,  " I 'm  an  agen t  fo r  t ru th ,  wherever  i t  may  be  found .  These  th ings  w i l l  be

cata logued and pu t  on  the  she l f .  Somebody w i l l  re l ' i eve  us  o f  them shor t l y ,  so

I 'm no t  wor r jed  abou t  i t . "  She  sa jd ,  "What  do  you  mean?"  I  sa id ,  "We l l ,  some-

body w i l l  th ink  they ' re  jus t  per fec t l y  awfu l  and take  them and des t roy  them.

have  t o  wo r r y  abou t ' i t .  I ' l l  do  my  pa r t ;  I ' l l  pu t  t hem on  t he  she l f . "

We l l ,  she  t hough t  t ha t  was  wonde r fu l .  I  sa i d ,  "Tha t ' s  wha t  makes  a  l i be ra l ,

dea r .  I  mean ,  I  am  l i be ra l  because  I  w j l l  t ake  you r  t h i ngs .  You  wou ldn ' t  t ake

somebody e lse 's .  I  mean,  i f  /nrembers of l  the Communist  Par ty  walked to  your

door ,  you 'd  p robab ly  have  them a r res ted .  Bu t  I  t ake  them because  I  rep resen t

eve ry th i nggo ingon .  Bu t  I 'm  no t  go ing  t o  r ead  t ha t  E i senhower ,  f o r  examp le ,  i s

a  Commun is t .  I  j us t  don ' t  wan t  t o  read  tha t  book . "  The re  was  one  i n  the re  tha t
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sa id  someth ing  l i ke  tha t  abou t  h i rn .  " I  don ' t  be l ieve  any  o f  i t  and  I  don ' t  need

to  be l ieve  any  o f  i t .  I  d idn ' t  vo te  fo r  h im fo r  Pres iden t  and  I  don ' t  ca re  wha t

h is  po l i t i cs  a re , "  and  so  on .  So ,  she  jus t  l aughed  and  le f t .

Bu t  i t  came to  a  ques t jon  o f  ca ta logu ing  the  books- - th is  i s  very  funny .

The Dewey Sys tern  has  a  number  tha t ' s  very ,  very  genera l :  008,  wh ich  is  co l lec -

t ions  o f  no th ing .  So ,  i  sugges ted  ( laugh te r )  to  the  ca ta loguers  they 'd  pu t

the  John B i rch  Soc ie ty  pub l i ca t ions  in  008.  They  d id ,  and sure  enough what  I

p red ic ted  came t rue .  A f te r  they  had been on  the  she l f  about  a  week they  comple te-

1y  d isappeared.  So,  you see,  we a lways  go t  re l jeved by  one cu l t  o r  the  o ther  o f

th ings  they  th ink  a re  unp leasan t  and  s tuden ts  shou ldnr t  see .  These  peop l  e .  .  .

s tea l ing  doesn ' t  occur  to  them as  be ' ing  wrong when they ' re  remov ing  someth ing

they  f ind  ob jec t ' ionab le .  So,  ac tua l l y  the  th ings  are  a lways  s to ' len  by  some zea l -

o t ,  e j ther  le f t  o r  i igh t .  So  they  go ;  and I  d iTn ' f  r , vor ry  about  iep lac ing  them.

Th is  bus ' iness  o f  ca l l i ng  peop le  p ink ,  I  th ink  tha t ' s  no t  qu i te  as  popu ' la r

as  j t  used to  be ,  because most  peop le  surv jved  the  w i tch  hunt .  0 f  course  the

McCarthy Era was very bad because there were people who were sel f -appojnted cen-

sors  and they  wou ld  come around,  ta lk  to  you and t ry  to  f ind  th ings .  And some

organ iza t jons  even d id  i t .  I  know tha t  there  were  some re l ig ' ious  groups  here- -

there was a Cathol ' ic  group and also a Protestant group and a Jewish group--who

t r ied  to  ge t  th inqs  censored.  I  had a  comp' la in t  about  a  gent leman who had a

car re l  up  here  6n i l  had pu t  up  a  H i t le r ian  pos ter .  He had h is  pos ter  jn  h is

o f f i ce ,  wh ich  i s  rea11y  a  co l lec to r ' s  i tem.  I t  was  s im ' i l a r  to  Unc le  Sam's  " I

Need  You"  Tpos te r ] .  We l l ,  I  d idn ' t  see  any  ob jec t jon  to  i t  a t  a l l ,  bu t  a  Jew ish

s tudent  came up and to ld  me he thouqht  I  shou ld  ask  the  man to  take  tha t  down,

tha t  they  d ' i dn ' t  wan t  to  be  reminded  o f  H i t l e r ,  and  so  on .  I  sa id ,  "No ,  I  can ' t

ask  them. . .we  had  asked  them no t  to  pu t  any th ing  on  the  wa l1s ,  the ' i r  pe rsona l
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th ings .  I  cou ld  ask  h im to  remove  i t  fo r  tha t  reason ,  bu t  no t  jus t  because  i t ' s

a  pos ter  o f  H i t le r . "  And they  go t  very  upset  w i th  me because I  wou ldn ' t  do  tha t .

Then  I ' ve  had  o ther  g roups  comp ' la in  because  they  d jdn ' t  th ink  we  shou ld  sub-

sc r j be  t o . . . f o r  examp le ,  I ' ve  had  peop le  ask  me  to  s top  subsc r i b j ng  t o  T ime ,  L i f e ,

and Look magazines because they thought that  was a waste of  state money when stu-

dents  and o ther  peop le  cou ld  buy  those.  Wel l ,  they  can a lso  buy  any th ing  e lse

we have .  I  t r y  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  these  represen ted  popu la r  th ink ' i ng ' in  th i s

count ry ,  more  or  less ,  and tha t  we preserve  these- -on ly , to  be  to ld  they  weren ' t

wor th  p reserv ing .  Th is  was f rom a  nan tha t  one o f  the  pres idents  was begg ' ing

fo r  a  b jg  g i f t .  He 's  a  ve ry  p rominen t  man,  hers  a  ve ry  r j ch  man,  and  he  compla in -

ed  tha t  we were  spend jng  r ioney  on  th is  type  o f  th inq ,  /Tha{ /  he  d idn ' t  th ink  we

shou ld .  So censorsh ip  takes  a l l  k inds  o f  fo rms.  There  were  lo ts  o f  peop ' le  who,

fo r  example ,  ob jec ted  to ,  when  mjn i -sk j r t s  came in  and  these  pan tsu i t s  and  th ings ,

and  par t i cu la r l y  ho t  pan ts  (wh ich  I  never  l i ked  e i the r ,  by  the  way) ,  tha t  I

shou ld  abso lu te ly  make i t  a  ru le  tha t  the  peop le  work ing  here  shou ld  wear  d resses

at  leas t  down to  the j r  knees ,  o r  jus t  above the  knees ,  o r  someth ing ,  and no  pants

and no  no th ing .  And I  sa id ,  "Good heavens,  I  can ' t  d ic ta te  to  these peop le  what

they  wear .  I  don ' t  a l low them to  come to  work  in  ba th ' ing  su j ts  o r  bare foo t ,  and

tha t '  s  as  fa r  as  I  can  go  on  res t r i c t ' i ng  th i  s .  "

I  was  tny ' i ng  to  th ink ' i f  the re  was  any  o ther  rea11y  shock ing  inc iden t .  0 f

course ,  peop le  go t  very  hys ter ica l  dur ing  the  war  because there  was so  much pro-

paganda coming ou t ,  par t i cu la r ly  jus t  be fore  the  war .  We had to  be  very  care fu l

about  d isp laysof  th ' ings  and so  fo r th .  I  used to  keep what  I  ca l led  a  Propaganda

She l f ,  and in  o rder  jus t  to  avo ' id  any  comment  on  these th ings  (1 ike  tha t  German

pub l i ca t ion  I  to ld  you  abou t ) ,  I  j us t  pu t  a  g rea t  b ig  1abe l ,  INTERNATIONAL

PROPAGANDA.  And propaganda a t  tha t  t i rne  was a  word 'chat  suggested  non- t rue ,
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misrepresenta t ionr  exaggera t jon ,  spec ia l  in te res ts ,  and some o ther  words .  Most

peop le  knew what  i t  meant .  So when I  labe led  the  s tu f f  Propaganda,  they  thought ,

"0h ,  boy ,  hers  smar t .  He  knows i t ' s  a  bunch  o f  j unk . "  So  i t  d jdn ' t  mat te r  be-

cause i t  covered i t  and I  d jdn ' t  have to  dea l  w j th  i t ,  you  know.

Cou ld  you te l l  us  v rha t  your  du t ies  u rere?

t ^ j e11 ,  I  was  re l  i eved ,  f  i na l l y ,  o f  t each ing .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  my  du t i es  were  p r imar -

i l y  t o  ac tua l l y  d i r ec t  and  supe rv j se  a l l  t he  ac t i v i t j e s  o f  t he  L i b ra r y - - coo rd ina t -

i ng  book  pu rchas ing  and  se lec t i on  w i th  the  facu l t y ,  wo rk ing  on  budge ts  and  p lan -

n ing  bu i l d ' i ngs  and  a l l  t ha t  so r t  o f  t h ing .  And  I  m ' i gh t  say  he re . . . I  ha te  to  say

i t ,  bu t ' i n  g rea t  d isappo in tment  I  rea l l y  never ,  never  in  any  o f  these  ca tegor ies

got  what  I  wanted  or  what  I  thought  th is  schoo l  shou ld  have.  The L ib rary  has

been much mal igned and ind i rec t l y  I  have been mal ' igned.  I 'm no t  t ry ing  to  wh i te -

wash  myse l f ,  bu t  no  one  man f jgh t ing  a lone  in  th i s  a rea  cou ld  ever  have  ach ieved ,

I  don ' t  th ink ,  any  more  than  I  d id  because  o f  the  agenc ies  we  had  to  dea l  w i th .

In  the  f j rs t  p lace ,  we had on ly  about  th ree  rea l l y  good pres idents  o f  the

co l lege here  who rea11y worked fo r  j t  and  rea l l y  wanted  i t  to  be  someth ing ,  whom

themse lves  le f t  to ta l l y  d is i i l us ioned  because  they  cou ldn ' t  do ' i t .  I  th ink  tha t

Aus t jn ,  p r imar i l y  our  represen ta t ion  in  Aus t in  has  been  weak .  I  a l so  th ink  tha t

our  Regen ts  have  no t  been  too  concerned  abou t  th i s  co l lege ;  i t ' s  k ind  o f  a  le f t -

handed  concess ipn  to  E l  Paso .  They  don ' t  rea l l y  th ink  we ' l l  ever  be  g rea t  and

they  don ' t  want  us  to  be  grea t .  l ^Je  probab ly  have no t  had the  pu11 there  tha t

Ar l i ng ton 's  had ,  o r  tha t  Da l las  i s  ge t t ing  now,  o r  the  Permian  Bas in ,  o r  any  o f

the  o thers .  For  example ,  th j s  j s  one  inc iden t .  When they  o rgan ized  the  Permjan

Bas in  and  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Texas  a t  Da l las  and  San  An ton io  and  a l l  those  p laces ,

they  gave the i r  l ' i b ra r ies  enough money to  se t  up  a  bas ic  co l lec t ion  o f  
. |00 ,000

vo lumes.  Okay .  When I  came here ,  we had 13 ,000 or  14 ,000.  And I  recommended
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t h i s - - t ha t  f o r  a  co l l ege  t h i s  s i ze ,  even ,  a  bas j c  co l l ec t i on

wou ld  be  a  qood  co l l ec t i on  to  bu i l d  on .  We neve r  qo t  i t .  l l l e

of  
' |00 ,000 

vo lumes

nere! got i t l  And

here  i t  j s  38  years  la te r  and we ' re  s t i l ' l  s t rugg l ing  be tween 300,000 and 400 '000

vo lumes.  But  you see,  they  go t  th is  f rom the  beg ' inn ing .

l ^ je11,  I  worked fo r  years  t ry ing  to  work  th rough. . .we l l ,  I  cou ld  on ' l y  go

through the  pres jdents  because peop le  in  my pos ' i t ion  cou ld  no t  address  themse lves

to  the  Regents .  I  d jd  occas iona l l y  v io la te  a  Regent  regu la t ion  and  ta lked  to

our  Representa t ives  and Senators ,  and la te r  on  some o f  them d id  t ry  very  hard ,

l i ke  Senator  Joe Chr is t ie .  He rea l l y  worked fo r  the  schoo l  and the  L ib rary ,

bu t  he  d ' idn ' t  ge t  any  more  than the  o thers  had go t ten .  And o f  course  we ' re  no t

in  the  popu la ted  a rea  o f  Texas .  We ' re  no t  cen t ra l ,  we ' re  no t  o i1 ,  pa r t i cu la r l y ;

we ' re  no t  the  b igges t  ca t t l e - ra ' i s ing  th ingo  God knows there 's  no th ing  fo r  the

cows to  ea t  ou t  here .  And you know,  we jus t  don ' t  have much to  o f fe r .  The

l i t t l e  E l  Paso  Va l ley  doesn ' t  p roduce  enough  wea l th ,  even ' in  co t ton ,  to  have  the

res t  o f  the  s ta te  much concerned about  i t .  la le  don ' t  have the  o i l  and  na tura l

gas  in te res ts .  We don ' t  have a l l  those b ig  in te res ts  tha t  they  have a t  Houston ,

and  a t . . .  We l l ,  th ink  how recen t l y ,  fo r  example ,  the  Un ' i ve rs i t y  o f  Hous ton  came

in to  ex is tence.  When was j t?  About  
. |950,  

somewhere  around there?  A l l  r igh t .

A t  f i r s t  they  were  a  c i ty -opera ted  schoo l .  They  were  no t  in  the  Un jvers i ty  o f

Texas System, they weren' t  even state.  So just  as soon as they had good opportu-

n i ty ,  the  ves ted  jn te res ts  down there ,  the  es tab l ' i shement - -whoever ,  peop le  tha t

run  th ' ings- -go t  tha t  jn to  the  s ta te ,  and jus t  ou ts t r ipped us  comple te ly  as  an

independent  ins t i tu t jon .  But  Houston  money suppor ted  tha t  schoo l .  They  have a

fabu lous  l i b ra ry ,  I  th ink  they ' re  approach ing  a  m i l l i on  vo lumes .  And  you  see ,

they ' re  a  l i t t l e  over  20  years  o1d .  And  here  we 've  been  in  ex is tence . . .we l l ,

the  schoo l  s ta r ted ' in  l9 l3  bu t  as  a  l i be ra l  a r t s  schoo l  s ince  
. ]93 . l ,  

and  we ' re
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s t i l l  s t rugg l ing  w ' i th  a l l  th i s .

We11,  vo lumes  i s  a  bas ic  p rob lem.  What  abou t  space  and  fac i l i t i es?

0h,  space and fac i l i t i es  were  abso lu te ly  ]q ! j f .  I f  we had go t ten  the  vo lumes,

we wou ldn ' t  have had any  p lace  to  pu t  them.  The f i rs t  s tep  fo r  a  new bu j ld ' ing

was  the  o1d  par t  o f  th j s  bu i ld ing ,  wh ich  was  bu i l t  i n  
. l 937 .  

We occup ied  j t  i n

'38 ,  I  be l ieve .  Anyway ,  i t  was  the  WPA Pro jec t  and  cos t  exac t l y  $ . |00 ,000  do l la rs .

And i t  was  a  combined Admin is t ra t ion-L ib rary ,  as  you know,  wh ich  was r id icu lous- -

because those two th ings  are  no t  compat ib le ,  they  have no t t r ing  to  do  w i th  one

ano ther .  So  we had  the  top  f loo r in  the  back  annex .  I  ca l led  i t  a  l i t t l e  ca r -

bunc le  on  the  back  o f  our  neck .  So we pu t  up  w i th  tha t  un t i l  
. |956  

when the

admin  js t ra t ion  bu i l  t  themse l  ves  a  new bu ' i1d ing ,  and i t  shou l  d  have been the  o ther

way around.  A f te r  a l l ,  those peop le  jus t  need o f f i ces  to  work  in  w i th  enough

wai t ing  space fo r  peop ' le  to  come and see them.  But  they  go t  the  who le  new bu j ld -

ing ,  because i t  was  the  Pres ident  and the  Reg is t ra r  and the  Bus iness  Manager .

And every th ing  took  pr io r i t y  over  the  L ib rary ,  and then the  L ib rary  inher i ted  tha t

mess  o f  a  bu i ld ing .

So we were  conf ron ted  w j th  tear ing  down wa l ls  and pu l l ing  ou t  c lose ts  and

dea l ing  w i th  co lumns .  And  l i b ra r ies  need  long  a reas  o f  space  to  pu t  the  books

and fo r  peop le  to  s j t  and read.  So we se t t led  fo r  tha t ,  because the  Pres jdent

tha t  we had a t  tha t  t ime wasn ' t  energet ic  enough and d idn ' t  care  enough to  do  any-

th ing  about  i t .  We found ou t  la te r  tha t  the  two peop le  who rep laced Dr .  Wigg ins ,

the  two succeed ing  pres idents ,  spent  a l l  the i r  t ' ime look ing  fo r  another  iob .  So

they  cou ld  hard ly  have been very  in te res ted  in  what  was go ing  on  here .  And I 'm

no t  say ing  any th ing  i11  abou t  them.  They  d idn ' t  I ' i ke  the  p1ace ,  they  were  fa i l -

ing  in  the i r  jobs .  I  don ' t  know whether  they  admi t  i t  today  or  no t ,  bu t  they

were .  They  weren ' t  ge t t ing  any th ing  fo r  the  L ib rary  o r  the  schoo l  o r  any th ing
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e lse .  So  they  le f t .

Then Dr.  Smi ley came and he stayed two years because they beckoned him

somewhere  e lse .  I  th ink  he  wou ld  have qo t ten  th inqs  done Then Joe

Ray came and he  go t  a ' l l  k inds  o f  he lp  and he  t r jed  very  hard  to  bu j ld  up  the

L ib rary  and the  schoo l .  We were  s t i l l  j n  the  o ld  combined Admjn is t ra t ion- l f ib ra ry

Bu i ld in i l ,  bu t  we were  downsta i rs  and ups ta i rs  and the  basement  and a l l  over  the

p1ace .  Nobody  cou ld  f i nd  any th ing .  You  cou ldn ' t  o rgan ize  i t .  So ,  then  we

sweated and we sweated and we sweated. And f inal ly somewhere dur ing that per iod

we got  th is  s tack  space- - tha t  annex  back  there  was added- -wh ich  re l ' i eved us  a

l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  we  a l ready  had  enough  th ings  to  f i l l  a l l  t ha t  up .  So  you  see ,

there  was no  ex tended expans ion  p lanned fo r  the  fu tu re .

So we used a l l  tha t  up  and then we f ina l ' l y  go t  bookcases  on  the  s ta ' i rcase,

s ta r ted  board jng  up  w indows a l l  over  the  p lace  and every th ing  fo r  bookshe lv ing

space.  l ^ le l1 ,  they  sent  a  bunch o f  peop ' le  ou t  f rom Aust jn  to  look  a t  our  cond i -

t i on .  One o ld  guy  sa id ,  "We l l ,  your  s i tua t ion  i s  se r ious  bu t  no t  c r j t i ca l . "  I

s imp ly  sa id ,  "What  does  j t  have  to  be  to  be  c ry ' t i ca l? "  I  meann they  cou ldn ' t

even wa lk  th rough the  bu i ld ' ing l  h le 'd  taken down the  handra i l s  on  the  s ta i rcases

and pu t  up  she lves  and books .  So they  f ina l l y  hem-hawed around and I  had th ree

or  four  nervous  breakdowns.  Th is  was be fore  the  bu i ld ing  use  fee .  You peop le

pay  fo r  the  bu i ld ings  now and i f  you 'd  been pay ing  fo r  the  L ib rary  you wou ld  have

got ten  a  much b igger  bu i ld ing .  The Regents  then appropr ia ted  ou t  o f  what  they

ca l led  the  Ava i lab le  Fund- -and  I  never  have  found  ou t  wha t  tha t  meansr  i t ' s  wha t -

ever  they  want  to  make  ava j lab le ,  I  guess- - tha t  we  cou ld  have  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs

fo r  a  new L jb ra ry .  Now,  th i s  was  in  
. l 966 ,  

I  guess ;  ' 65 , '66 .  A  m j l l i on  do l la rs

w i th  cos ts  wha t  they  were - - labor ,  mate r ia l s ,  a l l  t ha t  so r t  o f  th ing .  We l l ,  I

cou ld  see  tha t  wasn ' t  go ing  to  do  any th ing ,  wasn ' t  go ing  to  do  us  any  good  a t
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a l l .  And  i t  d jdn ' t .  Th is  mons t ros i t y  tha t  we  have  now is  l i v ing  ev idence  o f

what  happened.

So  we go t  the  m i l l i on  do l la rs  and  tha t  wasn ' t  enough  to  rea l l y  bu i ld  the

bu i ld ing  even,  and they  rea l i zed  sudden ly  tha t  wasn ' t  enough fo r  equ ipment  and

furn ish ings ,  so  they  go t  a  $500,000 do l lan  gran t  f rom the  government .  So we had

one  mi l l i on  and  a  ha l f  do l la rs  fo r  th j s  add i t i on  to  the  L ib ra ry .  Now here  i s  the

four th  add i t i on  to  an  o ld  bu j ld ' i ng  tha t  wasn ' t  p lanned  fo r  a  l i b ra ry  to  beg in

w ' i th .  So ' i t ' s  j us t ,  "L ib ra ry  take  th is ,  and  L ib ra ry  take  tha t . "  Jus t  messed ' i t

a l l  up .  Th is  bu i ld ing  j s  so  d iso rgan ized- - l  don ' t  know why  peop le  ius t  don ' t

sc ream and ye l1  every  t ime they  come jn  here .  I t ' s  no t /anybody '5 ]  fau l t  in  par -

t j cu la r  because  there  i sn ' t  any  p lace  to  pu t  any th jng- - I  mean a  who le  co l lec t ' i on

o f  any th ing .  L ike  th i s  s tupLd  th ing  they 've  done  now,  pu t t ing  those  per iod ica ls

up  in  the  o ld  Read ing  Room.  I t ' s  r i d i cu lous l  And  then  what  they 've  done  w i th

those  s tacks .  I  don ' t  know;  none  o f  i t  makes  sense .  Bu t  I  can  see  tha t  i t  i s

a  p rob lem t ry ing  to  reorgan ize  because you cannot  f ind  enough space fo r  any th ' ing .

R igh t  now,  Spec ia l  Co l lec t ions  / i s  in7  one  b ig  room and  i t ' s  ou tdone  i t se l f .  I f

we  go t  a  b ig  co l lec t ion ,  a  p r i va te  co l lec t ion  o f  n j ce  books ,  we  wou ld  have  no

p lace  to  pu t  ther - ' r .  I  was  hop ino  somebody wou ld  o f fe r  a  f ine  lco l lec t io i l  wh i le

I  was  s t i l l  r ' n  th i s  job  ( I  don ' t  th ink  they ' re  go ing  to  now)  / so /  tha t  I  cou ld

jus t  s imp ly  te l l  them,  "A l1  r igh t ,  w€ 'd  have  to  dea l  w i th  the  admin is t ra t ion .

Ask  where  they ' re  go ing  to  be  pu t .  Keep them or  g ive  them to  anothen 1 ib rary . "

I ' d  have  had  to  have  sa id  tha t ,  rea11y .

Go ing  in to  donat ions ,  you 've  had qu i te  a  few peop le  who have donated .

Peop le  have  rea11y  been  wonder fu l  j n  th i s  town.  Now,  I  w j l l  say  th i s '  du r ing

Joe Ray 's  admin ' i s t ra t ' ion  he  se t  up  the  Deve lopment  0 f f i ce .  i  th ink  i t  was  organ-

' i zed  under  h jm.  S tee le  Jones  and those peop le  took  over  to  so l i c i t  funds  f rom,
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f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  ex -s tudents ,  and then f rom the  wea l thy  members  o f  the  communi ty  who

were  in te res ted  in  the  Un ive rs i t y .  And ,  a l though  we havenr t  any  rea l l y  la rge

gi  f ts other than the Josephi  ne Cl ardy Fox Estate and the l t {ae Be' l  I  e Hocker Estate: :

those are  the  two b jgges t .  Mae Be l le  Hocker  went  d i rec t ' l y  to  the  L ib rary ,  and

the  L ib rary  ge ts  por t ' ions  o f  the  Joseph ine  C lardy  Fox  /Es ta t f l .  Bu t  I 'd  l i ke  to

ment ion  here  too  tha t  Mr" .  and Mrs .  E .  J .  D j tmen have g iven us  a l ready  $20,000

do l la rs  and  a re  go ing  to  g ive  an  add i t j ona l  $80 ,000n  and  the i r  endowment  w i l l  be

$ . |00 ,000 do l la rs  fo r  the  L ib rary  a lone.  I  can  take  c red i t  fo r  tha t  one myse l f ,

because they  are  f r jends  o f  mjne .  She worked on  her  Master ' s  degree up  here  and

I  he lped her ,  and she s ta ted  in  her  bequest  tha t  she  was do ing  i t  because o f  my

k indness  to  her .  And o f  course  they  have the  money.

But  Joe Ray promoted a l l  o f  th js  and d id  very  we l l .  He probab ly  d jd  more

than  any  o ther  Pres jden t  we 've  had  to  s ta r t  th i s  g i f t -g i v ing ,  and  o f  course  he

d id  f i na l ' l y  favor  nhe  L ib ra ry .  For  a  wh j le  he  d idn ' t  because  Dr .  Ray  and  I  had

some persona l  d i f f j cu l t ies  wh ' i ch  s tood in  h is  way and shou ldn ' t  have fo r  the  we l -

fa re  o f  the  L ib ra ry .  Bu t  tha t ' s  bes ' ide  the  po in t .  I  d jd  b lame h im fo r  no t  f i gh t -

ing  fo r  more  money than tha t  mi l l ion  do l la rs  f rom Aust in .  But  he  was in  a  very

precar ious  pos ' i t i on  here  h  jmse l f  a t  tha t  t ime ,  so  he  d idn ' t  push  i t ,  he  accep ted

i t .  And  I  was  fu r ious  abou t  i t  because  I  knew i t  wou ldn ' t  bu i ld  the  bu i ld ing  we

needed.  Inc identa l l y ,  I  saw jn  the  newspaper  the  o ther  day  they ' re  p lann ing  a

new Student  Center ,  w ' i th  a  new f je ld  house.  I  don ' t  know what  th is  th ' ing  is  a l l

about ,  the  paper  descr jbed i i .  And Dr .  Temple ton  was asked i f  there  were  any

o ther  p lans  fo r  any  o ther  bu i ld ings .  He  sa id  yes ,  bu t  he  was  no t  a t  l i be r ty  to

pub l ic ' i ze  thenr  now.  The L ib rary  wasn ' t  ment ' ioned anywhere ,  you  see.  So,  we ' re

s t i l l  i n  the  do ld rums.

The  Un ion  Bu i ld ing - - rec rea t ion  more  o r  less ,  and  aux i l i a ry  se rv ' i ces  to  the
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ma ' in  bus jness .o f  th i s  Un ive rs i t y - -has  the  b igoes t  bu i ld ing  on  the  campus .  F ine

Ar ts  has  done very  we l l  desp i te  the ' fac t  tha t  I  unders tand the  cur ren t  admjn js t ra -

t ion  i s  ve ry  an t i - f i ne  a r ts .  Tha t ' s  wha t  I  hear  f rom the  peop le  invo lved  over

there .  But  the  L ib rary ,  the  very  core  o f  the  p1ace,  the  very  hear t  o f  any  ins t i -

tu t jon ,  s t i l l  su f fe rs .  I  cou ld  never  f i nd  ou t  why .  Everybody  d id  l i p  se rv ice

to  i t .  "0h ,  Bax te r ,  we  want  to  bu i ld  a  beau t i fu l  I i b ra ry ,  a  b iq  l i b ra ry ,  a  won-

der fu l  1 ib ra ry . " - - fo r  a  m i l l j on  do l la rs .  l l l e  go t ,  accord inq  to  a  cons t ruc t ' i on  man,

no t  the  peop le  tha t  ac tua l l y  bu i l t  the  bu i ld ing - -he  f igu red  ou t  the  cos t  on  th is .

He  f igu red  ou t  an  $850 ,000-do l la r  bu i ld ing .  Bu t  we  were  no t  / charg in i l  bu i ld ing

use  fee .  So ,  we  were  the  las t  o f  the  ava i lab le  funds .

I  don ' t  know what  the  pr " io r i t y  commi t tees  are  do ing  now,  p lann ing  fo r  the

fu tu re ,  bu t  I  doubt  very  much i f  th js  p ro jec t  j s  be ing  pushed by  anybody a t  the

moment .  I  d id  hope ,  Dav id ,  f rank ly  tha t  I  wou ld  see  a  love ' l y ,  1ove1y ,  rea11y

f  i rs t -c lass  I  ib ra ry  bu i l t  here  be fore  I  le f t ,  and i  d ' id  know the  d ' i f fe rence

between a  f i rs t - ra te  one and the  bu i ld inq  tha t  we have.

Wel1 ,  so  much  fo r  the  bu i ld ing  p rogram here .  I t  j s  a  shame tha t  we  can ' t  seem

to  ge t  the  impetus  we need to  rea11y  bu i ld  a  f ine  l ib ra ry  here .  I t  cou ld  have

been done and shou ld  have been done when the  admin ' i s t ra t ion  moved ou t  o f  th is  o ld

bu i ld ing .  Th is  bu i ld ing  shou ld  have  been  gu t ted  and  a  who le  new l ib ra ry - - ius t  a

spec i f i c  l i b ra ry  bu i ld ing - -shou ' ld  have  been  p lanned  and  bu i l t .  And  I  t r i ed  to  ge t

tha t  done,  bu t  I  go t  no  coopera t ion  f rom anybody.  I t  was  dur jng  tha t  t ime too

tha t  we go t  on  probat ion  a lmost  by  the  Southern  Assoc ja t ion  because o f  the  L i -

b rary  budget  and bu i ld ing ,  and the  Regents  had to  appropr ia te  some ex t ra  money.
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You can  look  th i s  up  in  the  papers ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  was ' in  December  o f  
. |955  

o r

'56  tha t  the  Sou thern  Assoc ' ia t ion  ca l led  the  ins t j tu t ion 's  hand  on  l j b ra ry

staf f .  So, the Regents appropr iated some extra money r" ight  away to keep us

o f f  the  p roba t ion  l i s t .

By  the  way ,  the re  i s  someth ing  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  have  f i l ed  w i th  th i s  t ran -

sc r ip t ,  Dav id ,  i f  you  can  f ind  i t .  Mr .  Hoo ten ,  Ed i to r  o f  the  E l  Laso  T imes ,

go t  a1 l  worked up  because he  was ask ing  in  h js  co lunn /o fT  everyday  events ,

"Who a re  those  peop le  t r y ing  to  te l1  us  how to  run  our  co l lege?"  So ,  f i na l l y

I  go t  so  angry  about  what  he  was say ing- -  and the  Pres jdent  o f  the  Co l lege

wou ldn ' t  say  any th ing- - I  wro te  h im a  le t te r ,  a  long le t te r ,  and to ld  h im who

these nosey people were and why they were nosing in and what good things they

were  t ry ing  to  do  fo r  us ,  and  what i t  a l l  meant .  We l l ,  i t  was  a  long  th ing .

I  th ink  M iss  C lay ton  and  I  s igned ' i t ,  and  I  be l ieve  Dr .  S t r i ck ' l and ,  who  was  then

Cha i rman o f  the  L ib rary  Commi t tee ,  Dr .  Rex  St r j ck land a lso  was on  the  le t te r .

We composed j t  together.  And Hooten r , r las so impressed wjth j t  that  he gave his

who le  co lumn to  the  pub l j ca t ' i on  o f  tha t  l e t te r .  And  ac tua l l y  I ' d  l i ke  to  have

a  copy  o f  i t  i f  we  can  f ind  i t .  I t  whou ld  be

i t ' s  e i ther  December  o r  January ,  
. |955  

or  
. |956.

the  E l  Paso T imes and I  th ink1n

I know i t ' s  one  o f  those  years .

I t ' s  j n  Hoo ten ' s  co lumn ,  ' i t ' s  t he  who le  co lumn .  You ' l l  see  ou r  names  a t  t he

bo t tom.  I ' d  l i ke  to  have  tha t  i f  we  cou ld  /Tnc ludeZ  a  copy  w i th  th i s ,  t o  exp la ' i n

wha t  we  d id  to  exp la in  the  s i t ua t ' i on .  I  t hough t  j t  was  ex t reme ly  generous  o f

Hoo ten  to  be  open-m inded  enough  to  pub l j sh  ou r  l e t t e r  exp la in ing  who  these  peop le

were  and  wha t  t hey  were  up  to  and  why  i t  was  bene f i t t i ng  the  co l l ege .  Because

i f  we 'd  l os t  ou r  acc red i t a t j on  even  w i t h  t ha t  ve ry  1ow  o rgan i za t i on . . .  The j r

s tandards  a re  ex t reme ly  1ow because  i t  cove rs  the  who le  Sou th .  We shou ld  have

been  in  the  Nor th  Cen t ra l  Assoc ia t j on  as  Las  Cruces  i s ,  New Mex ico  S ta te .  Bu t

because  we  were ' i n  Texas  we  fe l l  j n to  the  sou the rn .  They  have  the  l owes t  s tandards
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in  the  na t ion ,  and we hadn ' t  even met  Lhem.  So,  th is

let ter  we wrote to Hooten. Wel l ,  that  was the end of

S:  Dur ing  the  cons t ruc t ion ,  the  L ib rary  was supposed to

4 5

i s  a l1  po in ted  ou t  jn  tha t

tha t .

be  so l id ,  no t  have  tha t

l i t t l e  pa t io ,  was  i t?

P :  A l l  th i s  a rea  was  supposed  to  have  been  enc losed .  The  redes ign ing  o f  the  bu i ld ing

took  p ' lace  because they  sa id  they  cou ldnr t  a f fo rd  to  f i l l  i n  tha t  f loor .  I t

d idn ' t  requ i re  much  more  bas ic  suppor t ing  s t ruc tu re  to  bu i ld  leve ls  c lea r  ac ross

that courtyard.  I  daresay they spent almost as much money terrac' ing and land-

scap ing  tha t  cour tyard  as  j t  wou ld  have cos t  to  pu t  f loors  across  there  a l l  the

way /W the  top .  You see,  I  had thought  un t i l  I  saw the  f ina l  p lans  and the

bu i ld ing  under  cons t ruc t ion  tha t  these  were  a l l  f l ex ' i b le  leve ls - -we  cou ld  use

them fo r  any th ing .  And there  i t  was ,  a  g rea t  b ig  gap r igh t  down the  mjdd le .

You  see ,  f rom the  ou ts jde  j t  l ooks  l j ke  to ta l  bu i ld ing ,  un t i l  you  come ' in .  And

tha t ' s  what  I  thought  we were  go ' ing  to  ge t .

I  was ' in  and  ou t  o f  the  p lace  a t  tha t  t ime ,  un fo r tuna te ly .  I  m igh t  have  had

a few th ings  changed bu t  I  doubt ' i t  very  much,  because we were  dea l ing  w i th  a

group o f  a rch i tec ts  Fro i l  Aus t in  who d jdn ' t  come out  here  very  o f ten .  And then

we got  a  g roup here  tha t  were  no t  te r r ib ly  in te res ted ,  I  must  say .  So,  we had

two se ts  o f  a rch j tec ts ,  a l l  o f  whom were  argu ing  w i th  one another .  But  i t  was

at  the  t ime tha t  my w ' i fe  was ser ious ly  i1 l ,  my f  i r s t  w i fe ,  and I  was ' f l y ing  to

and f rom Boston ,  where  she was conf ined.  And I  wasn ' t  here  when a  lo t  o f  ma jor

decis ions had to be made. I  was pret ty upset at  the t ime anyway because she was

dy ing  o f  cancer  and  I  cou ldn ' t  g i ve  my  und iv ided  a t ten t ion  to  wha t  was  go ing  on

here .  So,  a  lo t  o f  th ings  happened tha t  I  m igh t  have prevented ,  bu t  now tha t

I  l ook  back  over  j t ,  I 'm  sure  nobody  wou ld  have  l i s tened  to  me.  They  jus t

d idn ' t .  Th is  was a  who lesa le  dea l  and,  "Jus t  g ive  them whatever  you can g ive
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them for a mi I  I  ion dol  I  ars,  "  you know.

What about some cornments on your staf f?

lde l l ,  I  th jnk  over  the  years  I ' ve  had bas ica l l y  a  very  good s ta f f .  I t  took  me a

long,  long  t ime to  ge t  sa la r ies  decent  enough to  a t t rac t  any  so-ca l led  pro fes .

s iona ls .  I  th ink  we 've  had  abou t  th ree  peop le  here  whom I  rea1 ly  ca l l  p ro fes -

s iona l .  I  had a  number  o f  degreed l ib ra r ians ,  bu t  no t  many o f  them ever  showed

any  p ro fess iona l i sm.  I  have  a  par t i cu la r  de f in i t i on  o f  tha t ,  Dav id ,  wh ich  I  don ' t

th jnk  rea ' l1y  i s  the  cu r ren t  in te rp re ta t ion  o f  i t .  Apparen t l y ,  l i b ra ry  schoo ls

nowadays are saying that when you get the degree, the Master of  L ibrary Science

o f  Serv ice ,  o r  wha tever  they  ca l l  i t . . .  Some o f  them are  ca l l i ng  i t  Mas te r  o f

In fo rmat ion  Serv ices ,  wh ich  is  p robab ly  ius t  as  good.  My degree f rom Co lumbia

Un jvers i t y  i s  a  Mas te r  o f  L ib ra ry  Serv jce ,  wh jch  I  l ' i ke  ve ry  much .  "Serv jce"

jmp l jes  a  number  o f  th ings  tha t  I  th ink  a re  qu ' i te  good,  even more  than L ib rary

Sc ience .  Bu t  ius t  ge t t ing  a  degree  doesn ' t  g i ve  you  the  qua l i f i ca t ions  o f  a

p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian .  You  a re  no t  a  p ro fess ' iona l  i n  my  mjnd ,  in  any th ing ,  uh-

t i1  you have worked a t  a  job  and proved yourse l f  to  have pro fess jona l  capab i l i . - .

t ies ,  to  be  ab le  to  g ive  what  peop le  can unm' is takeab ly  de f ine  as  pro fess iona l

adv ice ,  whe ther  j t  be  jn  the  l i nes  o f  research  (no  mat te r  wha t  the  sub jec t ) ,  j n

the  organ iza t ion  o f  mater ia ls ,  in  the  exped ' iency  in  ge t t ing  the  mater ja ls  to  the

pub l ic ,  and a l l  tha t  sor t  o f  th ing .  These are  to  me pro fess ' iona l  iobs .  You

aren ' t  a  p ro fess iona l  because you can go  up  and p lan  the  mov ing  o f  a  per iod ica l

f i l e ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  when  the  mov ing  o f  tha t  f i l e  doesn ' t  make  any  sense  a t  a ' l l .

And when a  so-ca l led  pro fess iona l  separa tes  the  indexes  to  tha t  per iod ica l  f i l e

f rom the  per iod ica ls  wh ich  they  serve ,  th is  j s  a  b la tan t  ac t  o f  non-pro fess iona l -

j sm,  because he  has  unre la ted  the  two th ings  and has  fo rced the  pub l ic  to  a  g rea t

inconven ience.  I  hope tha t  someday th is  l ib ra ry  w i l l  aga ' in  have a  pro fess ' iona l
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l ib rar ian  in  charge.  I  don ' t  see  i t  in  s jgh t  a t  the  moment  among the  personne l

cur ren t ly  on  the  s ta f f .  i  th ink  there  is  p romise  f rom the  young man who took

the  th i rd  pos i t i on .

I 'm  s imp ly  say ing  th is  ob iec t i ve ly  because  I 'm  conoerned  abou t  th i s ' l i b ra ry ,

na tu ra l l y ;  I ' ve  g iven  my who le  l i f e  to  i t .  I  know tha t  p ro fess iona l  ac t i v i t y

is  recogn ized even ye t  by  peop le  who can de l ineate  be tween an  admin is t ra to r  who

has done perhaps  ra ther  impor tan t  work ' in  one o f  the  armed serv jces  fo r  the

mi l i ta ry  and can organ ize  th ings  tha t  you  cou ld  a l rnos t  count  ou t  by  a  march ' ing

band ,  then  i s  appo in ted  to  run  a  l i b ra ry .  Then  any  p ro fess iona l i sm tha t  m igh t

ex is t  in  tha t  l ib ra ry  i s  au tomat ica l l y  des t royed.  When the  who le  impor tan t

th ings  become the  keep ing  o f  supp ly  records ,  personne l  records- -such as  hours

ear ly  tha t  somebody leaves ,  tha t  they  s tay  over - long on  a  b reak ,  whether  o r  no t

they  have ac tua l l y  f i l l ed  in  the i r  t ime sheets  fo r  every  month  and whether  o r  no t

a l l  the  f l oo rs  a re  c lean . . .  I f  they  don ' t  ca re  whe ther  the  books  a re  in  o rder ,

and whether  the  books  are  where  peop le  can f ind  them,  and whether  the  peop le

wa j t j ng  on  t he  pub l i c  a re  cou r teous ,  know ledgeab le  and  so  on ,  t hen  t hey  don ' t

have  any  p ro fess iona l i sm .  I f  t he re  i sn ' t  a  l i b ra r i an  who  has  t ime  t o  consu l t

w i th  the  bes t  m inds  on  the  facu l t y  and  even  the  good  m inds  among  s tuden ts ,

g radua te  o r  underg radua te , . . .  The  sp , ra r tes t  peop le  I  have  me t  he re  ove r  my  37

years ,  Dav id ,  and  I  say  th i s  hones t l y ,  have  a l l  been  underg radua te  s tuden ts ,

and  some o f  t hem a re  even  j us t  F reshmen .  Th j s  l ' i b ra r i an  has  go t  t o  mee t  a l l

t hosepeop leand  he lp  t hem i n  t he i r  c rea t i ve  wo rk ,  whe the r  t hey ' r e  t each ' i ng  o r

do ing  some th ing  e1se ,  /T {  doesn ' t  ma t t e r .  I f  a  man ' s  s imp l y  compos ing  a  poem

and  has  a  p rob lem- -he  shou ld  be  en thus ias t i c  abou t  any  resea rch  go ing  on .  He

shou ld  show th ' i s  en thus iasm a t  a l l  t imes ,  and  ce r ta in l y  h i s  doo r  shou ld  be  open

to  h j s  c l j en te l e .  I t  t akes  a  l o t  o f  ene rgy  and ,  by  go l l y ,  when  you  ge t  t o  t he

end  o f  t he  road ,  wh ich  I  have  now,  you  a re  t i r ed  and  you ' re  exhaus ted  i f  you ' ve
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done  a  good  job .  I f  you  j us t  wan t  t o  s i t  t he re  and  se rve  you r  t ime  and  l e t  a

few  un in fo r "med  m in jons  do  a l ' l  o f  you r  work ,  t hen  the re ' s  no t  go ing  to  be  any

au ra  o f  p ro fess iona l i sm  abou t  you r  l i b ra r y  a t  a l l .

I  i us t  saw the  repo r t  t he  o the r  day  f rom the  so -ca l l ed  P ro fess iona l  Eva lua -

t i on  Comm' i t t ee ;  i t ' s  we l l  wo r th  l ook ing  a t .  Nowhere  i n  t h ' i s  who le  body  o f  t he

th i ng  i s  p ro fess iona l ' i sm  eve r  de f i ned .  We  mus t  be  p ro fess iona l  a t  a l l  t imes - -

i n  t he  
' l i b ra ry ,  

i n  t he  commun i t y ,  eve rywhere .  Bu t  wha t  j s  i t ?  t r l ha t  do  they

mean?  I  r ead  t h i s  t h i ng .  The re ' s  seve ra l  so - ca l l ed  p ro fess iona l  l ' i b ra r j ans

on  i t ,  and  no t  a  one  o f  t hem has  de f i ned  the  word .  A  l awyer  i s  no t  a  p ro fess iona l

man unt i l  he 's  won a  few cases ,  done someth ing  wor th  no t ' i c jng ;  a  doc tor  i s  no t

rea1 ly  p ro fess iona l  un t i l  he  ge ts  a  reputa t ' ion  as  be ing  a  good surgeono a  good

GP,  a  good  d iagnos t i c ian .  You 've  go t  to  s tudy  no t  jus t  the  l i t e ra tu re  o f  your

so-ca l led  p ro fess ion ,  bu t  you 've  go t  to  s tudy  l j t e ra tu re  per iod .  You 've  go t  to

know things. What are the movements ' in contemporary wr i t ing? i , , lho are the great

h is to r ians  cur ren t ly?  Who are  the  peop le  do ing  the  bes t  research? Who are  the

wi ld  rad ica ls  tha t  a re  chang ' ing  the  wor ld?  Who are  they? And g ive  them quar te r .

F ind  ou t  who they  are .  I  haven ' t  found bu t  I  o r  2  peop le  on  the  so  ca11ed pro-

fess iona i  s ta f f  here  tha t  I  cou ld  even converse  w ' i th  about  any th ing ,  o ther  than

what  they  had fo r  lunch or  what  they  bought  a t  The Popu lar  the  day  be fore .  Th is

i sn ' t  p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian ism.  I  have  more  p ro fess iona l  conversa t ions  w i th

f r iends  in  the  cornmunj ty  than I  have r jgh t  here  in  th ' i s  bu i ld ing .  I t  seems to

me they ' re  a lways  in  a  s tew abou t  someth ing ,  some id io t i c  th ing ,  I  don ' t  know.

Wel l ,  i  guess  I ' ve  sa id  enough  abou t  tha t ,  bu t  I  th ink  I ' ve  made i tp re t t y

c lear  wha t  I  th ink  i s  a  p ro fess iona l  l i b ra r ian .  H is  name wou ld  appear  in  the

pre faces  o f  books ,  and I  can  t ru th fu l l y  say  tha t  I  have been g iven c red i t  by

a lmost  everybody here  who 's  pub l j shed a  book  whom I  knew.  Dr .  Sonn jchsen,  I 'm

very  p roud to  say ,  ment ioned me f j rs t  in  h is  Pass  o f  the  Nor th .  I 'm the  f i rs t
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pe rson  men t j oned ,  and  t he re ' s  a  r eason  f o r  t ha t .  Sonn j chsen  h jmse l f  i s  a  p ro -

fess iona l  man ,  a  p ro fess iona l  w r j t e r ,  a  p ro fess iona l  t eacher  and  a  p ro fess iona l

f r i end .  I ' ve  neve r  known  a  man  more  p ro fess ' i ona l  t han  t ha t  man ' i s ,  ye t  he ' s

c leve r  and  he ' s  f un  and  he ' s  de l ' i gh t fu l .  Bu t  when  I  saw my  name,  the  f i r s t  men-

t i oned  the re ,  I  r ea l i zed  tha t  he re  i s  ano the r  man  /who7  has  recogn ized  the  fac t

tha t  I  had  p rac t i ced  my  p ro fess ion .  D r .  B raddy  had  acknow ledged  me ,  o the r  peop le

have .  We11 ,  i t s '  b ragg ing  on  myse l f  i n  a  way .  Bu t  I  had  a  j ob  o r  p ro fess jona l i sm

to  do ,  and  i  d ' i d  i t  p ro fess iona l l y .

I  hea r  f rom so  many  peop ie  who ' ve  hea rd  tha t  I 'm  l eav ing  tha t  t hey  i us t

f ee l  t ha t  i t ' s  a  g rea t  l oss ,  and  t hey ' ve  t o l d  me  t h i s ,  and  t ha t ' s  f j ne ;  bu t  I

t h r ' nk  I ' ve  se rved  my  pu rpose .  I  cou ldn ' t  poss ib l y  f i t  i n t o  t he  image  and  t he  a t -

t i t ude  and  t he  soc io l ogy  o f  t h i s  l i b ra r y  r i gh t  he re ,  now ,any ' l onge r .  I  cou ldn ' t

poss ib l y  do  j t .  I  don ' t  wan t  t o  be  a  l i b ra r y  m is f i t ,  and  i f  I  s t ayed  he re  I

wou ld  be ,  because  I  do  no  l i ke  any th ' i ng  t ha t ' s  be ing  done  i n  t h i s  bu i l d i ng  r i gh t

now .  I  t h i nk  t ha t  t he  pub l i c ,  o ru  pa t rons ,  and  ou r  f acu l t y  a re  be ing  sho r t -

changed  eve ry  day .  And  I  ha te  to  see  i t  happen ing  because  a  l i b ra ry  i s  f o r  t he

s tuden ts  and  f acu l t y  o f  t ha t  i ns t i t u t i on .  I t  a l so  shou ld  be  f o r  t he  peop le  i n

th i s  commun i t y  because  they  pay  the i r  t axes ,  t hey  a re  w ' i 11 ing  to  suppor t  us ,  and

now they  have  to  pay  to  use  the ' l i b ra ry  o f  t he i r  t ax -suppor ted  i ns t i t u t i on .  And

I  t h i nk  t h i s  i s  c r im ina ' I ,  I  r ea l l y  do .  I  hope  somebody ' s  b i g  enough  t o  b l as t  i t

and  change  j t .  I t ' s  r i d j cu l ous .

I  ag ree  w i th  you ,  because  I ' ve  been  he re  i n  t he  L ib ra ry  bo th  t imes  when  you

were  he re  and  when  you ' ve  been  gone ,  and  I  have  fe l t  t he  d j f f e rence ,  ve ry  much  so .

We11 ,  t hank  you ,  Dav id .  A  l o t  o f  peop le  have  t o l d  me  t ha t .  I t ' s  j us t  a  d i f f e r -

ence  i n  a t t j t ude ,  bu t  I  t h j nk  t he  cu r ren t  a t t i t ude  i s  des i r uc t i ve .  I t  i s  l i ke

a  s l ow  l eak  i n  a  ce i l i ng ,  o r  l i ke  a  f ounda t i on  t ha t ' i s  g radua l l y  s l i pp ing  and

nobody  sees ' i t  un t j l  appa ren t l y  t ha t  s t ruc tu re  has  c rumb led .  When  you r  image
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gets  bu i l t  up  as  co ld  and jnd i f fe ren t ,  you  are  no t  wanted .  l , lhen  your  we lcome

mat  no ' longer  says ,  "WeJcome"  bu t  says ,  "Go away1" - -wh ich  v i r tua l l y  to  me i s

what  th is  one does- - then peop le  w j l l  eventua l l y  gg  away,  and you ' re  no t  go ing

to  ge t  g i f t s  o f  suppor t  f rom anybody.  Peop le  a re  cu t t ing  them out  a l ready ;  I ' ve

had  te lephone  ca l l s  say ing ,  " I  j us t  don ' t  cane  to  g ' i ve  tha t  l i b ra ry  any th ing  e1se . "

I 'm  sor ry  abou t  tha t .

I  unders tand they ' re  no t  w i l l  ing  to  take  any th ' ing  e ' i ther .

We11,  we ' l l  see  what  happens .  I  was  asked  the  o ther  day  by  the  assoc ia te  l i b ran-

ian  i f  I  wanted  to  make a  f ' l owery  s ta tement  about  my re t i rement .  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,

I ' d  l i ke  to  say  one  th ing :  WHEEI  And  i f  you  can  spe l l  i t ,  quo te  me. "  Now,

imag ine  my do ing  my own eu logy ,  sha l l  we say? I  mean,  jn  o ther  words ,  tha t ' s

jus t . . .  I  have  been  jnsu l ted ,  rea1 ly  and  t ru1y ,  s ince  November  o f  1971 ,  and  I

don ' t  m ind  admj t t i ng  i t .  They  w i '11  f j nd  ou t ,  and  they ' re  beg inn ing  to  f i nd  ou t ,

some o f  the  th ings  I ,  d id  here .  They  have found ou t  a l ready  tha t  I  wasn ' t  s i t t ing

over  there  tw idd l ing  my thumbs.  I  was  even to ' ld  by  one o f  them tha t  when I  1e f t ,

my name and my image wou ld  be  grea t ly  missed.  And I  sa id ,  "We11,  I  can  assure

Vou,  I  am tak jng  my name and my image w ' i th  me.  I f  you  want  one,  ge t  busy  and

bu i ld  i t j  Bu t  i f  you  don ' t  have  an  image to  p ro jec t ,  then  you '1 . l  never  have  an

image.  There 's  go t  to  be  someth ing  ins ide  you tha t  wants  to  come out . "

We11,  tha t ' s  b ' i t t e r ,  I  know.  I 'm  no t  rea l l y  b i t te r ,  I 'm  jus t  so r ry  tha t . . .

I  won ' t  say  tha t  th ings  are  no t  what  they  used to  be ;  they  shou ldn ' t  be .  But  i f

change  j s  jus t  done  because  i t  has  to  be  changed ,  then  tha t ' s  po in t less .  I t ' s

l j ke  fa l l i ng  in  love  w i th  love .  I t ' s  s j l l y ,  because  i f  you  ius t  e rase  an  idea

by  mere ly  chang ing  i t - -and th is  has  been more  o f  an  erasure  o f  a  good th ing  than

i t  has  been  a  change  fo r  someth ing  be t te r - -and  ius t  smudge i t  ou t . . .  L i ke

peop le  who see a  landscape and s imp ly  can ' t  s tand j t  because they  fee l  they  have
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some power  to  change i t  and then p low i t  a1 l  down,  l i ke  they ' re  do ing  over  here

on l4esa /S t ree t7- -p lowing  down these h i l l s ,  these beaut ' i fu l  ,  na tura l  h i l l s  tha t

are  per fec t l y  1ove ly .  I f  they  had any  sense,  j f  the  loca l  a rch ' i tec ts  had any

ta len t ,  they  /eou1|  bu i ld  on  the  s ide  o f  these th ings .  I  heard  Frank  L loyd

l^ l r igh t ,  the  grea t  a rch i tec t ,  lec tu re  about  tha t  one t ime.  "Don ' t  le t  your  de-

ve lopers  tea r  down a l l  o f  your  landscape .  They  shou ld  lea rn  to  us_e ' i t  and  f i t

the j r  s t ruc tu res  in to  i t . "  He kept  ta lk ing  about  the  rhy thm o f  these ar royos

and the  rhy thm o f  the  grav i ty  a reas  around here ,  and how beaut i fu l l y  th ings  cou ld

s i t  on  the  s ide  o f  the  h i l l .  He  sa id ,  "Open c l i f f  dwe l le rs ,  i f  you  w j l l .  You

have  c l i f f s ,  so  you ' re  c l i f f  dwe l le rs .  Why  p low them a l l  down?"  And  i t ' s  the

same th ing ' i f  somebody comes in  and says ,  "0h ,  my goodness .  We have to  change

th is  and tha t  and the  o ther . "  Because tha t  i s  the  on ly  way,  apparent ly ,  tha t

they  can te l ' l  the i r  new pub l  i c  tha t  they  have ar r j ved ,  tha t  the  management  has

changed. I  keep remembering that quotat ion f rom Brown' ing,

year l ing  p lace  to  new,  les t  one good cus ton  shou ld  cor rup t the  wor ld . " I  suppose

tha t ' s  what  they  want  to  do ,  I  don ' t  know.

Wel l ,  l e t ' s  see . . .  I ' ve  had  some wonder fu l  s tuden ts  here  as  s tuden t  ass is t -

an ts ,  now ca l led  hour ly  ass is tan ts .  A  young lady  came back  to  see me the  o ther

day who had worked here f rom 
. |938 

to '42.  She was such an apt person l tna!  I

go t  he r  to  go  on  to  l i b ra ry  schoo l .  She 's  now a  very  success fu l  l i b ra r ian  in  a

h igh  schoo l  back  jn  Oh io  someplace.  And she came to  see me a f te r  a l l  these years

and  sa id ,  "Bax te r ,  you  sen t  me in to  th i s  p ro fess ion . "  Tha t ' s  ve ry  g ra t i f y ing .

0r to have somebody come back and say to you, "When I  was in school  here about

30  years  ago,  you dropped every th ing  you were  do inq  to  show me how to  use  the  l i -

b ra ry ,  because  I  d id  no t  unders tand  i t . "  Th is  was  an  o lder  man.  He  sa id ,  " I

wi l l  never forget you for that .  You took me around and showed me how to use the
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card  ca ta log ,  how to  use  the  magaz ine  indexes ,  and a ]1  the  resources  the  L ib rary

had.  And I  sha l l  never ,  never  fo rge t  i t . "  He knows about  my re t i rement .  And

I 'm get t ing  le t te rs  f rom peop le .  I t ' s  rea l ' l y  reward ing  when you 
' look  

back  over

those t jmes when you have ac tua l l y  he lped somebody ge t  go ing  on  someth ' ing .

There  are  two or  th ree  doc tors  in  town whom I  s t i l l  meet ' in  the  s t ree t  who te l l

rne ,  " I  wou ld  never  have made i t  th rough tha t  schoo l  and gone in to  med schoo l  i f

you  hadn ' t  g i ven  me a  job , "  fo r  example ,  as  p idd l ing  as  some o f  the  iobs  were

and as  l i t t le  money as  they  made.  But  they  go t  s ta r ted .  And tha t ' s  p ro fess jona l ,

too .  You have to  he lp  o ther  peop le  in  o ther  a reas  o f  p ro fess ions ,  ge t t ing  the i r

foundat ion ,  a l l  tha t  sor t  o f  th ' ing- - t ry ing  to  g ive  them as  good a  l ib ra ry  as  you

can ,  t r y ing  to  insp i re  them.  I t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  ta l k ing  to  peop le ,  f i nd ing  ou t

what  the i r  p rob lems a re .  Anybody ' in  a  top  pos i t i on ,  i f  he  doesn ' t  do  tha t  he 's

no t  do ing  h is  fu l l  j ob ,  he  rea11y  i sn ' t .  Because  you ' re  pass ing  l i f e  on  to

people and gett ing them involved in nev' l  th ings.

You he lped a  lo t  o f  peop ' le  here  w i th in  the  L ib rary ,  l i ke  Yvonne Greer .

Yes .  She was a t  tone t ime my secre tary ,  and I  saw what  a  rea l l y  b r i l l i an t  ta len t

she  had ,  and  I  ta l ked  her  in to  go ing  on  to  l i b ra ry  schoo l .  Jack ie  l ^ l ' i l l i ngham is

another who worked here as a student,  worked her way through, and I  got  her to

go to  schoo l .  Barbara  B la i r ,  Ken Hedman,  /Tn i l  Jess  Duggan,  who is  now gone.

I  d ' idnr t  ge t  h jm th rough schoo l  ,  bu t  I  gave h im h is  f i rs t  b jg  oppor tun i ty .  He

had  worked ' in  the  l j b ra ry  a t  A r l i ng ton ,  bu t  no t  in  a  top  pos i t i on ,  and  I  pu t

h im ' in  one  here - - fo r  be t te r  o r  fo r  worse .  I t ' s  odd- - I  haven ' t  heard  f rom h im

s ' ince  he  le f t ,  bu t  tha t ' s  a l l  r i gh t .  He  was  in  compet i t i on  w i th  me,  j t  tu rned

ou t  la te r ,  and  tha t ' s  okay  too .  He  d ' idn ' t  make  i t ,  as  we  a l l  know.

But  there 've  been jus t  a  number  o f  these peop le .  I  wou ld  /h -ave  l i kedT,  fo r

example ,  fo r  Frank  Scot t  to  have gone to  f ib ra ry  schoo l ,  and I  hope he  w i l l  ye t .
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I ' ve  heard  tha t  the re  i s  a  poss ib i l j t y  he  m igh t  ge t  a  scho la rsh ip  and  I  hope

th is  i s  t rue ,  because Frank  has  grea t  po ten t ia l .  He 's  been recent ' l y  demoted here

and I  was  very  sad to  see tha t ,  because he  is  the  one person in  the  area- -per iod-

ica ls  and ser ia ls - -who rea11y knows what  we 've  go t  in  th is  L jb rary ,  and has  tha t

pro fess jona l  a t t i tude  about  car ing  about  whether  o r  no t  peop le  ge t  i t .  And he

s t i l l  does .  But  you see,  tha t  k jnd  o f  serv ice  is  no t  recogn ized anymore ,  and

i t r s  the  mos t  impor tan t  th ing  anybody 's  do ing .  I  mean,  rea11y ,  ca ta logu ing  and

f i l i ng  i s  no t  tha t  impor tan t .  I f  peop le  canr t  ge t  a t  the  mate r ia l ,  wha t ' s  the

use  o f  do ing  a l l  th i s  techn ica l  and  h ' igh ly  sk ' i l l ed  ca ta logu ing?  I t ' s  po in t less ,

abso lu te ly  po in t less .  But  Frank  was an  eager ,  accomodat ing  young man,  f r iend ly

and  a l l  tha t ,  so  he  go t  demote .  I  w i l l  never  unders tand  tha t  as  long  as  I  l ' i ve .

I  hope tha t  they  w i l l  eventua l l y  recogn ' i ze  h js  ab j l i t y  and res tore  h im to  a

pos i t i on  o f  d ign i t y .  I  th ink  he  fee ls  a  l i t t l e  o f  h i s  d ign i t y  has  been  removed .

And tha t ' s  a  shame because the  young man had a l l  k jnds  o f  po ten t ia l  wh ich  I

recogn jzed and le t  h im have.  I ' ve  had more  compl iments  on  Frank  Scot t  than I ' ve

had on  most  o f  the  pro fess iona ls ,  because he  serves  and he  knows what  he 's  go t .

What about someof the facul ty here at  the Universi ty?

Wel l ,  I  th ink  over  the  years  we 've  had  some rea l l y  wonder fu l  peop le :  Sonn ichsen ,

o f  course ,  Dr .Ha ldeen  Braddy  have  been  good  f r iends  o f  m ine .  0 ld  Dr .  Boswor th

in Psychology I  was very fond of .  I  have some new fr iends in Psycho' logy now.

I  th ink  Dr .  H immels te in  i s  a  f i ne  man.  Dr .  Bachmann in  Language  i s  now dead ;

Dr .  Lake,  who used to  be  Cha i rman o f  Chemis t ry ,  / i s7  gone;  Dr .  Knapp is  re t i red .

There  were  jus t  lo ts  o f  very r  very  f ine  peop le  here .  Jess  Hancock ,  fo r  examp' le ,

was a  very  f ine  man.  He 'd  been in  poor  hea l th  recent ly  and hadn ' t  been too

ac t ive .  But  over  the  years  we 've  had some rea l l y ,  rea l l y  wonder fu l  peop le  here

on the  facu l ty ,  and I 'm very  happy to  say ,  Dav ' id ,  tha t  the  ones  most  h igh ly
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respected by the Universi ty commun' i ty and the El  Paso community were my closest

f r iends .  I  have had such love1y  compl  jments  f rom them about  my coopera t ion  as

a  l ib ra r ian  tha t  I  go  away w i th  a  good fee l ing .  Because the  peop le  I  fee l  tha t

rea11y  knew what  good l ib ra ry  serv ice  was had recogn ' i zed  what  I  had done,  and the

others - - i t  doesn ' t  make any  d j f fe rence.  These peop le  were  peop le  who d id  no t

seek  persona l  p r iv i lege  or  in te res t .  Those are  the  peop le  I  l i ke  most  to  work

w i th .

You ge t  donat ' ions  f rom some o f  these peop le .  To  name one,  Dr .  McNee ly .

Yes .  Dr .  McNee ly ,  I  shou ld  have ment ioned there ,  i s  one o f  my bes t  f r iends .  Dr .

S t r i ck land a lso  was,  as  a  nn t te r  o f  fac t .  Yes ,  Dr .McN-e ly  go t  very  in te res ted

in  the  L ib rary  when he  f i rs t  came here  back  in  the  la te  1940s,  and he  wanted  to

bu i td  up  the  Span ish  Language Co l lec t ion .  lT f ra t 'V  what  tha t  aJohn H.  McNee ly

Co l lec t ion /  was  o r ig ina l ' l y  des jqned  to  be- -books  pub l  i shed  in  Span ish ,  because

he thought  j t  was  a  shame tha t  we weren ' t  represent ' ing  one o f  the  major  languages

of  the  western  hemisphere .  0 f  course ,  we hadn ' t  done too  much about  i t  because

the facul ty in the Language Department and even in H' istory at  that  t ime had not

been too  in te res ted  in  bu i ld ing  tha t  up .  So l t l cNee ly  s ta r ted  j t  and then o ther

peop le  p ' i cked ' i t  up- -Dr .  T ' immons and some o thers  la te r .  Dr .  Sharp  became in te r -

es ted .  But  lF - lc t lee ly ]  s ta r ted  g iv ing  us  those books ,  and he 's  g iven  us  jn  the

ne ighborhood o f  $20,000 do l la rs  wor th  o f  books  and these f ine  pa ' in t ings .  But

they  recent ly  s ta r ted  d iv jd ing  up  h is  co l lec t ion  and he  go t  very  upset  about  i t ,

and  I  d jdn ' t  b lame h jm,  because  we had  p romised  tha t  tha t  co l lec t ion  wou ld  s tay

in tac t  fo rever - -anybody who had been tha t  generous .  Cer ta in ly  i t ' s  a  very  no tab le

co l lec t jon  because there  are  th jngs  represented  there  tha t  wou ld  no t  be  ava i l -

ab le  anywhere  e lse - - th ings  pub l i shed  in  Mex ico  and  some o f  the  o ther  La t in  Amer i -

can  coun t r ies ,  wh ' i ch  one  jus t  doesn ' t  f i nd  anyuhere  in  th i s  coun t ry .  So ' i t ' s
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a very  ts ro i l  co l lec t jon .  I 'm very ,  very  g ra te fu l  to  John McNee ly ,  and th is

who le  l ib ra ry  s ta f f  shou ld  be .  And I  hope they  w i ' I1  cont inue to  respec t  h is

g i f t s  and keep them where  they  are ,  and pub ' l i c ize  tha t  peop le  use  them.

You spoke about  the  Memor ia l  Fund.  When was tha t  s ta r ted?

The memor ia l  funds ,  we s ta r ted  in  about  1962 or '63 ,  and o f  course  we have sever -

a l .  The permanent  endowment  and mencr ia l  funds  are  l i s ted  in  the  cur ren t  Un iver -

s i t y  ca ta log .  I  be l jeve  there  a re  abou t  l5  o r  l6  o f  them now,  wh ich  i s  good .

I  es tab l i shed one to  my f i rs t  w i fe ,  and qu i te  a  few peop le  fo1 lowed tha t  up  w i th

memor ja ls  to  the j r  spouses ,  e i ther  husbands or  w ives .  The most  recent  was the

John Judy  Middagh,  se t  up  by  Mrs .  Middagh,  wh ich  was n ice .  Then Congressrnn

Whi te  se t  up  one to  h js  w i fe  who had d jed .  That  was n jce ,  ' cause we had t remen-

dous contr ibut ions to that .  Mrs.  Lockhart  set  up one to Ray Lockhart ,  who was

Pres ident  o f  the  E l  Paso E lec t r i c  Company fo r  years ,  and tha t  g rew to  qu i te  a

b ig  s ize .  Then the  D j tmers- - i t ' s  no t  a  men 'or ia l  ,  I  be l ieve  i t ' s  ' i n  honor  o f  her

s is te r  and bro ther - in - law,  the  l , Joodr idges .  And tha t  was  very  n ice .  Marsha l  l

l i l ' i l l  i s ,  h ' i s  w idow se t  up  one to  h ' im.  l , r le  s t i l l  ge t  con t r ibu t ions  to  a l l  those

funds and they are now invested so that the Library gets the earnjngs on them.

Then,  o r  course ,  we go t  the  Hocken,  ou t r jgh t ,  and the  Johns ton  endowment .

There ' l l  be  some o thers  coming  in ,  I 'm  sure .  They 'Ve  jus t  se t  up  one  to  Brooks

Trav ' i s .

Those are very useful  to the Library and I  hope that whoever takes my posi-

t i on  ( I  unders tand  they ' re  no t  go ing  to  rep lace  me,  rea l l y ) ,  whoever  i s  go ing  to

accept  g i f t s  w i l l  cer ta in ly  have to  be  fu l1y  aware  o f  who a l l  these peop le  a re

and  who dona ted .  Peop le  who 've  g iven  any th ing  a t  a l l  apprec ia te  i t ,  when  they ' re

seen even casua l ly ,  tha t  you  remember  they 've  cont r ibu ted  someth ing .  And I ' ve

a lways  made i t  a  po in t  to  do  tha t ,  to  say ,  "We ' re  to  g ra te fu l  fo r  what  you d id . "
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You know,  I ' ve  a lways  car r ied  tha t  a round in  my head.  But  as  I  say ,  i f  you  do

a good job- -p ro fess iona l l y ,  anywhere- -you ' re  go ing  to  be  exhausted  a t  the  end o f

your  day ,  and  you ' re  go ing  to  be  exhaus ted  a t  the  end  o f  your  run .  So ,  I 'm

very  t i red  and  I 'm  g lad  I 'm  leav ing .  I 'm  go ing  to  do  someth ' ing  e1se ,  I ' ve  done

a l l  I  cou ld  do  here .  I  don ' t  th ink  I ' l l  go  anywhere  near  a  l i b ra ry .  I  j us t

have  k ind  o f  an ' i l l - fee l ing  abou t  then  now- - they  k jnd  o f  haun t  me.  I  to ld  some-

body  the  o ther  day ,  "When I  wan t  to  read  a  book ,  I ' l l  j us t  buy  j t l "  I ' l l  g i ve

my verba l  suppor t  and  my sp i r i tua l  suppor t ,  bu t . . .

Did you want to make any other comments?

Dav ' id ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  jus t  say  one th ing  now.  I  have en joyed what  I ' ve  done

here .  I t r s  been  reward jng  fo r  me.  I ' ve  en joyed  the  peop le  I ' ve  met ,  peop le

have been extremely good to me, and extremely to lerant of  me, and they have

abided many of  my upsets and my bad temper.  Sometimes my bad temper got good

th ings  done ,  somet imes  i t  nesu l ted  in  no th ing  be ing  done .  I  have  l i ked  E l  Paso ,

I  l i ked  the  Span ish -Mex ican- Ind ian  e lements  here .  I  l i ke  a l l  o f  tha t ,  I  sha l l

m iss  j t  very  much.  I  mean,  I  jus t  ge l t  tha t  I  k ind  o f  me l ted  in to  the  communi ty

here .  And I  fee l  tha t  I  am as  equa l ly  loved among the  minor j t ' i es  as  I  am among

the major i t ies - -whoever  they  are  no t .  I  don ' t  know wh ich  is  wh ich  anymore .  But

I  do  fee l  tha t  I  go t  a long very  n ice ly  and very  we l l  because o f  ius t  my genera l

fee l ' ing  fo r  humani ty  among the  minor i ty  g roups  in  E l  Paso.

To br jng  up  a  po in t  about  minor i ty  g roups ,  I  unders tand you were  one o f  the

f i r s t  ones  to  h i re  B lacks .

I  emp loyed  the  f j r s t  fu l l - t ime  B lack  on  the  s ta f f  a t  UTEP.

I  unders tand you had a  run- jn?

Yes,  qu j te  a  b i t ,  w ' i th  Personne l  Sec t jon  and the  Pres jdent ' s  secre tary  a t  the

t ime, Lnh!/  was very upset.  Quj te a number of  people were.  Some of the facul ty
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were  hor r i f ied .  One facu l ty  member  came over  to  ask  th is  g i r ' l  i f  she  were  French.

And  she  was  qu j te  dark ,  and  she  sa jd ,  "No ,  I 'm  Negro . "  And  o f  course  tha t  jus t

/u-pset that  persoLfr .  Yes, I  was the f i rst  one to do that.  I  a l  so worked w' i th

the  B lack  groups  in  town,  t ry ing  to  ge t  them in  th js  schoo l  as  s tudents ,  be fore

the  C iv i l  R igh ts  th ing  came ou t .  I  j us t  though t ,  i t ' s  a  mat te r  o f  consc ience ,

we ought  to  do  i t ,  no t  wa i t  un t i l  the  Federa l  Government  had to  fo rce  us  to  do

an  ac t  o f  k indness .  Peop le  who  ca l l  themse lves  Chr j s t ians  and  whatever  e lse

were  jus t  be ing  te r r iby  hypocr i t i ca l  about  a l l  tha t .  And so  I  exposed myse l f

qu i te  a  b ' i t  in  pub l i c  and go t  a  lo t  o f  c r i t i c i sm fo r i t .  Nobody ever  th rea tened

my job .  0 f  course  then we d idn ' t  have HEW as  s t rong as  i t  i s  now.  But  yes ,  I

do  have  the  d is t inc t ion .

I ' d  a lso  l j ke  to  add  th is ,  wh ich  I  th ' i nk  i s  te r r ib l y  amus ing .  There  was  a

sosor i ty  g i r l  here  one t jme,  an  Ang lo ,  t ry ing  to  ge t  a  iob  in  the  L ib rary .  I

jus t  f igured  a t  tha t  t ime we had so  few s tudent  iobs ,  /_Tha i l  I ' d  pass  them out

more  or  less  to  peop le  who were  fa i r l y  needy .  I  mean,  I  d idn ' t  rea l l y  ge t  per -

sona l  w i th  them,  bu t  I  cou ld  te l l  i f  the  s tudents  6ou l { /  te l l  me the i r  background

tha t  they  rea l ' l y  needed th js  k ind  o f  he lp .  And I  looked a t  i t  as  k ind  o f  a  s tu -

den t  a id  p rogram as  we l l  as  a  t ra in jng  p rogram.  So ,  she  d ' idn ' t  ge t  a  iob  and

she go t  very  angry  a t  me.  She went  over  and to ld  the  ed i to r  o f  the  Prospec tor - -

and he  pr in ted  j t - - tha t ,  " I t  seems nowadays  tha t  you  have to  be  a  Mex jcan to  ge t

a  job  in  the  L ib ra ry . "  So  he  ca l led  me abou t  tha t  and  I  sa id ,  "No ,  you  don ' t  have

to  be ,  bu t  i t  he1ps . "  And  I  go t  a  chance  to  pu t  tha t  d ig  in ,  You  know.  I  l ove

tha t  because tha t  endeared me o f  course  to  a l1  o f  my Mex ican Amer ican f r iends ,

and I  had a  lo t  o f  them.  But  th js  schoo l  was  no t  te r r ib ly  f r iend ly  toward  peop le

wi th  what  they  ca l l  Span ' i sh  surnames a t  tha t  t imea LT i l  rea11y  wasn ' t .  And,  I

mean,  you d idn ' t  f ind  many o f  them on the  facu l ty .  Texas  was s t i l l  coming f rom
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the  Revo l  u t ion .

I t  s t i l l  has  s t rong  h in ts .

0h ,  yes ,  Y€s ;  the re 's  s t i l l  a  p rob lem.  I  know there  i s .  Bu t  i t  wou ld  have  re -

mained the  way i t  was  j f  a  few peop le  l i ke  myse l f  and o thers  had no t  been bo ld

enough  to  sound  o f f  abou t  i t ,  and  jus t  s imp ly  say ,  " l t ' s  g ross ly  un fa i r ,  and

you ' re  le t t i ng  a  1o t  o f  ta len t  go  to  was te  tha t  you  cou ld  use , "  and  so  on .

Wel l ,  I  th ink  I  am very  loved by  those groups .  I  have some good enemies ,

too ,  and I  in tend to  keep theml
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