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u .

0:

Le t ' s  s ta r t  by  te l l ing  me a  l i t t le  b i t  about  when you were  born .  Were

you born here in El  Paso?

I  was born  in  Tucson,  Ar izona.  My bro ther ,0wen,  was born  in  E l  Paso.  He

was o lder  than I .  He was born  where  Lerner 's  S tore  is  now,  in  a  l i t t le

adobe house. My fathen was a th i rd generat ion graduate f rom the Universi ty

of  Maryland, and he came West and met my mother in Colorado. They were

refugees af ter  the Civ i l  l , . lar  f rom Virginia.

So they  f led  the  cond ' i t ions  in  the  South .

They were marr ied in Colorado and then he cane here.  My older brother,

Alward,  was born in Colorado. My mother came by stage and jo ined my father

here .  But  I  suppose i t  was  hard  fo r  a  doc tor  to  make a  l i v ing  by  jus t

p rac t ic ing  med ic ine .  They  were  probab ly  pa id  w i th  a  dozen eggs .  So,  he

was appo in ted  Co l lec to r  o f  Cus toms fo r  a  cer ta in  d is t r i c t .  They  went  to

Tucson,  Ar izona,  and I  was  born  there  in  Tucson.

In  what  year ,  Mrs .  0sborn?

1884 .  I ' l l  be  89  on  the  19 th  o f  November .  I  wou ld  be  a l ' l  r i gh t  i f  I  d idn ' t

have th is  d isease.  My mind is  jus t  about  per fec t "  Both  my mother  and

fa ther  were  very  h igh ly  and beaut i fu l ' l y  educated  in  La t in  and Greek  and

l i te ra tu re  and poet ry .  Wel1 ,  have you even read any  o f  0wen 's  books? D id

you ever read the Front ier  Uj_!gf"? I t 's  a 1ove1y l i t t le book.

D' id your mother go to col lege?

Yes.  She graduated  f rom Wi l l iam and Mary  Co l1ege.  And my fa ther  g raduated

from the Universi ty of  Maryland. He was born on the eastern shore of  Mary-

land. They moved here and the first home that I can remember was on Myrtle

Avenue,  on  the  corner  o f  Myr t le  and 0choa.  That ' s  where  I  was  ra ised.

About how old were you when you moved here?
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0: I  ' imag ine  I  was  about  two years  o ld  because they  l i ved  jn  S i l ver  C j ty  fo r

a  l i t t l e  wh i le .  And  I ' l l  t e ' I1  you ,  a  good  woman and  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  were

absolute ' ly  safe.  t l le had a great deal  of  cul ture.  There were so many f ine

peop le  who brought  i t  w i th  them.  The Shakespear ian  Soc ie ty  and the . . .

Do you think they ignored, to an extent,  what was going on in the other

part  of  town? Do you feel  i t  had much of  an inf luence on your I  i fe?

No.  A t  one t ime we had the  ba t t le  o f  the  red  roses  and the  wh i te ,  the

bet te r  peop le  were  f igh t ing  the  ev j l  par ts  o f  the  c i ty .  But  I  can ' t  te i l

you  much about  tha t .  I  don ' t  have tha t  c lear  in  my mind.

The Moreheads l i ved  r igh t  across  f rom us  on  Myr t le  and so  d id  Judge and

Mrs. Dean. They had no chi ldren and we were just  as much at  home with the

Dean fami ly .  Mr .  Dean was a  grea t  admj rer  o f  Napo leon and o f  Mark  Twain .

So A lward ,0wen and I  jus t  sa t  a t  h is  fee t  and l i s tened to  h im read Mark

Twain or the Li fe df  Napoleon. After I  grew to be a young lady--we were

young lad jes  then,  no t  teenagers- -we had such beaut i fu l  c lo thes  and love ' l y

part ies.  The young men wore white k id g ' loves to the dance and we a' lways

went  in  a  hack .  Jack  Hubbard ,  who l i ved  on  the  same b iock  w i th  us ,  he  taught

poet ry  and Eng l ish  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  fo r  many years .  He was

Pres ' iden t  o f  Den ton  Co l1ege .  He 's  s t i l l  l i v ing .  He  l i ves  in  a  home near

Aust in .  He was a  f ine  young man.  The A.  P .  Co les ,  the  U.  S .  S tewar ts ,  and

the  Zack  Whi tes  a l l  I  i ved  on  tha t  b , l rock .

Were  there  lo ts  o f  par t ies  w i th in  tha t  b lock?

Yes,  and we had the  most  beaut i fu l  par t ies ' in  those i i t t le  homes.  Peop ie

wou ld  send to  Ca l i fo rn ia  and ge t  boxes  o f  smi lax  and decora te  the i r  houses .

We wore  such pre t ty  c lo thes .  No pants .

Def in i te ' l y  no t .  Then they  rea l l y  managed to  ignore  the  deser t  ou ts ide .
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0 :  Yes ,  I  t h ink  we  d id .  As  Owen  sa id ,  "My  mo the r  and  fa the r  a lmos t  conve rsed

in poetryr"  because they were both readers and they loved i t .  They had a

d i f f e ren t  k ind  o f  educa t i on  f rom wha t  you  a l l  a re  ge t t i ng  a t  t he  co l l ege .

I  have  some p i c tu res  he re  o f  O ld  E l  Paso .  h lhe the r  t hey ' ' 11  do  you  any  good

or  no t ,  I  don r t  know.  I  don r t  know where  the  cana l  ran  up town ,  bu t  when  i t

got  to  our  ne ighborhood,  i t  was between 0 l jve and San Antonjo Street .
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D' id you use the water f rom i t  to inr igate?

Yes ,  I  th ink  we  d id .  I  th ink  we  d rankDemingwate r ,  wh ich  we bough t  in  b ig

bot t l  es .

Do you remember when they f j l led in the dj tches that ran through town?

No.

I  a lways wondered why they stopped using them.

I  don ' t  know and  I  don ' t  know under  who 's  admin is t ra t ion  i t  was  done .  I

don' t  remember the di f ferent mayors as they came along because I  I  ived away

from here for  a good many years af ter  I  was marr ied.  I  was manried in Sal t

Lake  C i ty  and  I  l i ved  in  ldaho .

l^ lhere d ' id you go to grade school  then?

I went to grade school  at  Central  School .  That 's where my two brothers

graduated. After rny father died, the boys both came home. l0wef was

s tudy ing  law a t  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Mary land,  and my o lder  b ro ther ,  A lward ,

was s tudy ing  min ing  eng ineer ing  a t  Go lden,  Co lorado.  When my fa ther  d ied ,

my mother wanted Alward to be a physic ian,  too.  So, we went back to Bal t imore

and I  went to school  there.  We stayed for four or f ive years.  I  had a

great  many re la t i ves  theren  too .  But  I  don ' t  th ink  i t ' s  the  h is to ry  o f  my

fami ly that  you want.

Your  fa ther  s ta r ted  prac t ic ing  med ' ic ine  aga in  a f te r  he  had been Co l lec to rH:
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of Customs? Is that  when you noved back to El  Paso?

0:  Yes ,  bu t  he  was prac t ic ing  med ic ine  a t  the  same t ime.  I  have a  copy  o f

his appointment f rom the Secretary of  State to Col lector of  Customs. At

tha t  t ime,  Ar izona was s t i l l  a  te r r i to ry .  I  have le t te rs  tha t  my mother

wro te ,  say ing  what  a  tenr jb le  l i t t le  p lace  i t  was .  You can imag ' ine  a  young

woman coming f rom V i rg in ia  and go ing  there .  She had two l i t t le  boys  then.

She sa id  tha t  most  o f  the  peop le  you met  on  the  s t ree t  were  e i ther  Ind ians

or  Ch inese.  There  was a  b ig  Ch inese popu la t ion  there .  I  th ink  they  were

bu i ld ing  the  ra i l road f rom the  west .  My mother  sa id  tha t  one day  they  were

having a b ' ig street celebrat jon and she took the boys by the hands. They

were  hav ing  a l l  k inds  o f  con tes ts  and there  was a  band and every th ing .

A lward ,  the  o lder  o f  the  two,  d isappeared and she vvas  runn ing  f ran t ica l ' l y

th rough the  c rowd look ing  fo r  h im.  A l l  o f  a  sudden,  the  bands began to  p lay

and the crowd scneamed and hol lered. There was Alward at  the top of  the

greased  po1e ,  wav ing  h is  do l la r  b i l l .  Tha t  was  jus t  be fo re  I  was  born .  Then

we went  to  S i l ver  C i ty  and I  donr t  know how long we s tayed there .  Has  anyone

ever  wr i t ten  about  the  lange Ch jnese popu la t ion  tha t  we had here?

Yes.  In  fac t  there  was a  thes is  wr i t ten  jus t  about  two years  ago on  the

Ch inese  in  E l  Paso .

0h ,  we had the  most  wonder fu l  Ch inese popu la t ion .  Our  laundr ies  were  a l l

Ch inese .  And  you  know how they 'd  sp r ink le  the  c lo thes?  The  Ch inamen wou ld . . .

they  kep t  a  b ig  vesse l  o f  wa te r  w i th  a  d ipper ,  w i th  a  cup .  They 'd  f i l l

the i r  mouths  fu l l  o f  water  and then theyrd  b low the  water  ou t  on  the  c lo thes

and thep, they 'd  i ron .  Yes .  Then the  c lo thes  were  de l i vered .  They  were

regu lar ,  o ' ld - fash ioned Ch inese.  They  wore  Ch inese c lo th ing  and had long

queues.  And a l l  our  res taurants  were  Ch inese.  The more  we l l - to -do  peop le

H .
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H:

a l l  had  Ch inese  he lp .  We depended  en t i re l y  on  the i r  i n teg r i t y .  They  were

Ve[V,  very honest .

Do you th ink that  most  o f  the people were n ice toward them and fe l t  k ind ly

towards them?

Yes  .

The newspapers  were  k ind  o f  in to le ran t  o f  them.  Maybe th is  was jus t  journa l i sm

or  the i r  way  o f  hand l  ing  i t .  Bu t  I  wondered about  tha t  because I  no t iced

the  newspapers  in  the  1880s wou ld  ta lk  about  the  Ch inese and compla in  about

the  op ' ium dens .  Do you remember  be ing  wor r ied  about  op ium smok ing  or  be ing

af ra id  o f  the  Ch inese?

No.  In  E l  Paso? No indeed.  lde  had th ree  o f  the  love l ies t  Ch inese s to res .

They  car r ied  the  most  beaut j fu l  Ch inese goods tha t  you  ever  saw.  We 'd  buy

a l l  o f  our  f i rec rackers  there .  And when they  wou ld  have a  funera l ,  they

wou ld  th row ou t  l i t t l e  s l i t s  abou t  the  s i ze  o f  a  do l la r  b i l l  t ha t  were

perforated with holes.  The devj l  had to pass through a hole of  every one

of those sl i t  before he could get the soul  of  the person who had passed away.

They took  food and le f t  i t  on  the  graves .  0n  the  day  o f  the  Ch inese New

Year,  they wou' ld have a big parade. They would have a long dragon made of

paper .  I t  was  a  wonder fu l  l i fe  tha t  we l i ved .  The peop le  were  d i f fe ren t .

The i r  word  was the i r  bond.  In  th is  day  and age when /aT doc tor  wgn ' t  go  and

see an  o ld  woman.  I f  my fa ther  was around,  he  wou ldn ' t  have t rea ted  a  dog

l i ke  the  doc tors  t rea t  you  today .  That rs  what  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  wr i te  up .

I  have a newspaper copy of  an art ic le that  was wri t ten when my father died.

I t ' s  ca l led  The  Be loved  Phys ic ian .  I  have  i t  i n  manuscr ip t  fo rm.

He must  have been a  wonder fu l  man.  D id  he  work  awfu l l y  hard?

ldhy, of  course. I  remember when the telephones were f i rst  put  in.  My father

0 :
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kept his horse at  Longwel l 's  Transfer and the telephone number was number one.

Wel ' | ,  then ,  they  must  have had the  f i rs t  phone.  Do you th ink  they  may have

LTon{ them that way? The f i rst  one got the f j rst  number?

I  ' imag ine  tha t  they  d id ,  because my aunt ' s  te lephone number  was 132.  I  don ' t

know what  our  te lephone number  was,  bu t  when my fa ther  go t  a  ca l l ,  he  wou ld

never  re fuse  to  see a  person.  0 f  course ,  they  pa id  the i r  doc tors  less .

Yes ,  I 'm sure  they  d id .  D id  he  fee l  bad ly  about  the  lack  o f  care  tha t  the

poor  Mex ican-Amer ican popu la t ion  par t i cu la r ly  rece ived? There  were  many

deaths  because they  d" idn ' t  rece ive  care  and they  d idnr t  unders tand the

i l lnesses? D id  he  ever  ta lk  about  how sad i t  was?

That  I  don ' t  know.  But  he  worked Sundays  and he  d idn ' t  have Saturday  a f te r -

noons  o f f ,o rThursdays  o f f .  He worked 24  hour rs  a  day  because the  te lephone

was a lways  answered.  He wou ld  ge t  up  in  the  midd le  o f  the  n igh t  and go  see

a pa t ien t  i f  he  was i l l .  0 f  course ,  a l l  the  doc tors  d id  tha t .

Yes  ,  I  'm sure .  But  they  d  jd  have a  I  o f  o f  pa t ' ien ts  then.

Now,  Jack  Hubbard  te l l s  in  h is  book ,  ta lks  about  Miss  Kate  More  Brown,  vvho

was our  mus ic  teacher  in  the  ear ly  days .  Everybody loved her  and ca l led

her Miss Katy.  Miss Mary Gates was the dnawjng teacher and she af terwards

marr ied Mr.  Morehead.

I  d idn ' t  know tha t .

She was his second wife.  They l jved on Myrt ' le and then they moved further

down on Myrt le Avenue to a dj f ferent house.

Was she qu i te  a  b i t  younger  than he  was? I  ga thered tha t  she  was younger .

What was Mr.r  Morehead l ike? Do you remember anything interest ing about

h im  a t  a l l ?

0 :  I  have  a  vague  idea  o f  wha t  he  l ooked  f i ke .  I  t h ink  we  were  a lways  on  the

t-t .
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wrong side of  the fence. My father was the physic ian of  Mr.  Bronson and

Mr .  Aus t in ,  who a lso  were  bankers  here  in  E l  Paso.  We were  very  in t imate

f r jends .  And  the  Camps,  the  Fewe l l s ,  Cap ta in  Be l l ,  and  Capta in  Char l i e

Dav is .  That  was  our .  .  .

Do you thjnk there was somewhat of  a div is ion between the groups then?

I th ink there was and I  th ink that  is when there was the batt le of  the red

roses  and the  wh i te .  Mr .  Iv lo rehead was in  favor  o f  a l1owing . . . I  ha te  to  say

th is  because  I  m igh t  be  wrong ,  bu t  I  don ' t  th ink  he  was  in  favor  o f  abo l i sh ing

a l  I  o f  the . . .

P ros t i tu t ion  and  gambl ing  and  what  no t .  We l l ,  tha t ' s  been  my impress ion ,

too .  He  jus t  a l l owed j t  to  ex is t .

I  th ink  i t  b rought  0o ts  o f  revenue in to  the  c i ty .  I  th ink  tha t  tha t  j s  when

we had the  ba t t le  o f  the  red  roses  and the  wh i te .

I 've never heard that named before.

l , . le l l ,  we had i t .  There 's  nobody you can ask ,  because I  don ' t  know o f  a

l i v ing  sou l  as  o ld  as  I  am.

Can you remember some of Mr.  Moreheadrs f r iends?

I  rea l1y  don ' t  know.  The  S ta te  Na t iona l  Bank  i s  a lmos t  l i ke  k in fo lks  w i th

me.  But  i t  was  th rough Char l ie  Basset t  and George F lo ry ,  no t  th rough Mr .

Morehead.

Do you th ink  tha t  he  wasn ' t  too  we l l - l i ked  by  many o f  the  peop ' le ,  tha t  he

was a k ind of  controversial  f igure?

Yes ,  I  th ink  so .  I  was  qu i te  a  l i t t l e  ch i ld  when  the  Moreheads  were  l i v ing

there .  But  Char l ie  Basset t  and I  were  o f  the  same qenera t ion .

Did you know him when you were growing up?

Yes"  I  knew Char l fe  and George F lony ,  too .  Dur ing  the  Depress ion  I  worked
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a t  the  Pub l i c  L ib ra ry .  One  t ime when the  bank  fa i led ,  the  S ta te  d idn ' t ,

there  was a  wh isper ing  campaign  go ing  on  in  the  L ib rary  tha t  the  bank  was

going to c lose i ts doors that  day. So when I  had my noon hour of f ,  I  went

down to  see Char l ' i e  and to ld  h im what  was be ing  sa id .  A f te rwards ,  I  go t

a let ter  f rom the' lawyers who thanked me for what I  had told them. They

a lso  pu t  a  pub l i c  no t ice  on  the  door  say ing  tha t  the  bank  wou ld  s tay  open.

I  th jnk  tha t rs  the  on ly  bank  in  town tha t  s tayed open dur ing  the  Depress ion .

0f course, I was a grown woman then.

When d id  you graduate  f rom h igh  schoo l  ?

I  d idn' t  graduate.  lv [y brothers graduated in '96,  went of f  to school  ,  but

came home a t  my fa ther 's  death .  I  d idn ' t  gnaduate  f rom h igh  schoo l  because

we went  back  to  Ba l t imore .  I  went  to  schoo l  in  Ba l t imone fo r  about  four  years .

Do you remember your grade schoo' l  days at  Central  School? You ment ioned

some o f  the  teachers .

Yes, I  remember when I  was jn the second grade. 0n Fr iday af ternoons parents

were  inv i ted  and we wou; l id  e i ther  have a  spe l l ing  bee or  the  ch i ld ren  wou ld

say a speech or something. I  was to speak one t jme. I  don' t  remember who

my teacher  was.  In  the  th i rd  g rade I  th ink  Miss  Hunter  was my teacher .

Miss  Lo is  S tevenson was one o f  the  ear ly  teachers .  She mar r ied  Dr .  l , . J i l k inson,

who was an eye, ear,  nose and throat spec' ia l  is t .

Were  the  teachers  qu i te  s t r i c t?  D id  the  ch i ld ren  behave?

Yes,  they  were  qu i te  s t r i c t .  Mr .  Putnam was the  pr inc ipa l  and Mr .  Roach

was  a  teacher  jn  h igh  schoo l .  I  wen t  to  h jgh  schoo l  he re  bu t  I  d jdn ' t

graduate.  There was a Miss Perry that  taught my brothers.  I  can remember

how the boys used to laugh when Mr.  Putnam would come in to give an oral

examinat ' ion .  Miss  Per ry  wou ld  s tand in  back  o f  h im and wr i te  the  answers
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on the  b lackboard  so  her  pup i l s  cou ld  show o f f  we l l .

D id  the  boys  have any  spor ts  tha t  they  par t i c ipa ted  in  in  schoo l?

No,  no th ing  was organ ized a t  schoo l .  We had two t in  buckets  w i th  a  d ipper .

That ' s  how we got  ou t  d r ink ing  water  a t  recess  t ime.  I  guess  we d ' idn ' t  have

any more germs then than they do now. Probably less.

What  type  o f  th ings  d id  you do  a t  recess?

The boys and gjr l  s were separated.

What  d id  you do  about  ea t ing  lunch?

Usua l ly  go  home.

Did  you s tudy ,  more  or  less ,  the  s tandard  sub jec ts?

Yes.  t , . le  a l l  had  to  take  La t in .  Th js  was in  h igh  schoo l .  l , . le  took  a lgebra

and beaut i fu l  l i te ra tu re .  ln le  had the  love l  ies t  courses  in  read ing  and poet ry

and th ings  l i ke  tha t .  Now,  the  o ther  day  a  g i r l  phoned me and sa id  tha t

she was a  sen io r  a t  UTEF and was tak ing  a  survey  o f  ca ts  and dogs .  What

good  tha t  g i r l  i s  go ing  to  ge t  ou t  o f  tha t  i s . . .  Tha t ' s

in  educa t ion .

D id  you have sc ience o f  any  k ' ind?

Would that be chemjstry?

Yes,  chemis t ry  o r  b io logy- -someth ' ing  I  j ke  tha t .

t he  d i f f e rence
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0 : I  don t t  t h ink  so .  We s tud ied  phys io logy ,  and  a l so  geography  and  g rammar .

When  I  was ' i n  Ba l t imore ,  I  s tud ied  e tymo logy ,  wh ich  i s  t he  de r i va t i on  o f

words .  I  t h ink  tha t  i s  a  g rea t  t h ing .  I  don r t  t h ink  they  teach  i t  anymore .

My  mo the r  used  to  be  g rea t  a t  i t .  I  wou ld  go  th rough  the  d i c t i ona ry  and

t r y  to  f r i nd  a  word  tha t  she  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  me  where  the  den iva t i on  came

from. At  Chr is tmas and g i f t  days,  we a l l  had books.  That  was what  we wanted.

Is  that  how you spent  a good deal  o f  your  t ime at  home,  neading in  the
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even i  ng .

Yes ,  read ing .  0h ,  I  j us t  l oved  to  read .  0 f  course ,  we  d idn ' t  have  te le -

v is ion  or  rad io  o r  any th ing  o f  tha t  k jnd  o f  en ter ta inment .

I t ' s  be ing  neg lec ted  now fo r  te lev is jon .  Read ing  i s  someth ing  peop le

dont t  do  as  much o f  anymore .

Yes .  My boy  is  a  chemica l  eng ineer  and he 's  smar t .  Bu t  I  a lways  te11 h im

that  he 's  the  one man tha t ' s  never  read a  book .  He wants  a  p rob lem to  work

or  someth ing .  He ius t  came back  f rom Eng land.  He was sent  to  Eng land to

ta lk  to  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Sur rey  on  the  desa l in iza t jon  o f  water .

Do you remember the Hagues?

Yes ,  I  do .

You know James Hague 's  daughter  s t i l l  l i ves  here  in  E l  Paso.  Her  name is

Mrs .  H i l l  now.

They were  one o f  the  f i rs t  famj l ies .

Were they fniends of  your fami ly?

Yes,  they  were .  I  th ink  they  were  fo re ign .  There  was L i l l  ian . . .  Now le t

me see,  they  d idn ' t  l i ve  in  our  ne ' ighborhood.  They  l i ved  down near  the

Union  Depot .

Do you think that  because they l ived down there,  you didn' t  see them as

much as  you cou l  d  have?

None were my age. My brothers may have gone with J im but I  th ink he was

younger than al l  of  them. I t  seems to me that he came up and worked for

my husband a f te r  we were  mar r ied  up  in  ldaho.  I  be l ieve  so ,  bu t  I 'm no t

sure .  He wou ld  be  about  as  o ld  as  I  am,  I  guess .  But  they  were  very

br igh t  peop le .

James,  the  fa ther ,  was  a  lawyer  invo lved in  po l i t i cs .  I  wonder  i f  you
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heard anything about him or had any impress' ions that you can remember?

No,  I  don ' t .  Bu t  I  do  know the  fami l y .

Did they go to the part ies that  a l  I  of  you went to?

I  can ' t  remember  tha t  they  d id .  M iss  L i l l i an  Hague was  o lder  than  I  was .

I  w ish  you  cou ld  see  a  lo t  o f  p i c tu res  tha t  Wyndham Whi te  has  o f  tha t  o ld . . .

0h ,  does  he  have a  lo t?  I  hadn ' t  thought  about  tha t .  I  guess  he  does .

He I  ives not very far  f rom me.

Go down there and get Wyndham to show you.

l , l l e l l ,  I  th ink  I ' l l  do  tha t .

0h ,  yes .  He sent  me a  who le  bunch o f  'em fo r  me to  ident i f y  and I  cou l l idn ' t

iden t ' i f y  anybody bu t  Mary  she l ton .  Beaut j fu l ,  she  was.  Anna Loomis .  But

Wyndham says  he  has  some tha t  I  am in .  I  d idn ' t  see  any  tha t  I  cou ld  ident i f y

myse l f .  Bu t  he  has  a  g rea t  co l lec t ion  o f  o ld  p ic tu res .

D id  a  lo t  o f  the  g i r l s  tha t  you  grew up w i th  go  away to  co l lege?

Yes,  they  d id .  Near ly  a l1  o f  them went  eas t  to  schoo l .  Severa l  o f  them

were  presented  a t  cour t  in  Eng ' land.  The Aust ' in  g i r ' l s  went  to  Europe.  Mrs .

Aus t in  took  her  th ree  ch i ld ren  and s tayed in  Dresden fo r  severa l  years .

Were  the  Aus t ins  qu i te  wea l thy?  They  must  have been.

Yes.  They  were  we l l - to -do  peop le .  They  were  in  bank ing .

Do you think their  fami ' ly  had money before they came to El  Paso?

Yes, they must have. ! 'Je were very ' int imate f r iends. I  remember th is:  a

pat ien t  o f  my fa ther 's ,  a  r i ch  pa t ien t  f rom M6x ico  C i ty ,  had brought  me

a very  beau t i fu l  do l l  and  I  ca l led  i t  Fe l i c iana .  L j t t l e  L i l l i an  Aus t in

had the  typho id  fever  and Pop was tak ing  care  o f  her .  He sa id ,  "Horace" - -

he  a lways  ca l led  me Horace- - "you 've  had  your  do l l  fo r  a ' l ong  t ime and  l ' i t t l e

L i l l i an  Aus t in rs  go t  t ypho id  fever  and  she 's  go ing  to  be  jn  bed  fo r  a ' l ong
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t ime.  I  want  you to  g ive  her  your  do ' | l . "  He took  my beaut i fu l  do l l  and

gave i t  to  L i l l i an .  Now,  do  you know any  fa ther  tha t  wou ld  do  tha t  to  a

chi ld? My brothers were the apples of  my mother 's eye and my father was

very  devoted  to  me.  I  was  brought  up  to  be  unse l f i sh .  We had a  beaut i fu l

fami 1y 1 j fe.  Our gi  r l  hoods, we were so. .  .  Al  j  ce Davj  s,  who marr i  ed Bj  I  I

Wise ,  she 's  Cap ta in  Char l i e  Dav is 'daugh ten .  And  I  th ink ,  I 'm  no t  su re ,

bu t  Char l i e ' s  w idow is  s t i l l  l i v ing ,  Fann ie  Dav is - -young  Char l ie .  You  see ,

there were two Charl ie Davises who were mayor.

Yes  I  know,  i t rs  confus ing  s ince  there  were  the  two.

01d  Capta in  Dav is .  The i r  home s t j l l  i s  s tand ing .

In  Sunse t  He igh ts?

No. What street was i t  on?

I t  wasn ' t  down on Magof f in?

No.  They  used to  l i ve  down there ,  though.  A l i ce 's  mother  d ied  when she

was bonn and Miss  Chase ra ised the  th ree  ch i ld ren  fo r  Mr .  Dav is .

Mrs.  Osborn,  d id you I  ive down on Myrt ' le /A=venueZ unt i l  you lef t  El  Paso?

I always l ived there unt i l  they tore i t  down. Now, we own the property

on bo th  s ides .  I  want  to  te l l  you  about  Mr .  Lu jdn .  You must  go  to  see

h im.  He 's  a  Mex ican,  bu t  he 's  very  in te l l igen t  and he  worked fo r  the  l , lh j te

House for years and years.  He l ives 6{ and owns the home that my uncle

bu i l t .  I t  i s  the  f i r s t  p ressed  b r i ck  house  bu i l t  i n  E l  Paso .  I t ' s  be tween

two p ieces  o f  p roper ty  tha t  we own.  We hope to  buy  when Mr .  tu jdn  se1 ls ,

because Myr t le  Avenue is  ge t t ing  r igh t  downtown.  I  ge t  a  n ice  ren t  f rom

my park ' ing  lo ts  down there .  But  our  l j t t le  house was to rn  down.  Mr .  Lu jdn

knows a l l  about  San E l izar io ,  and when i t  was  the  County  Seat .  He can te l l

you about the Sal t  l^ lar .  He knows everybody in town because he worked with



0sborn 13

H:

0 :

the hlhi te House for so many years.

I  guess  i t ' s  709 Myr t le .

H is  house was bu i l t  by  Mr .  F" loyd  Page.

Who made the pressed br ick? 0r did i t  come in /From out of  townTZ

I  don ' t  know.  We used to  own a  br ick  yard  up  here  in  the  Upper  Va ' l1ey ,  bu t

I  don ' t  know i f  we made the  pressed br ick  o r  no t .  I  don ' t  know who made tha t .

D id  your  husband own the  br ick  yard?

No, not my husband, McCutcheon-Payne and company. They were my uncles and

my father. My father was the company. He put in the money but he practiced

medic ine .  The o thers  worked in  the  bus iness .  My beaut i fu l  d in ing  room

furn i tu re  came f rom th is  home in  Minera l  h je l l s .  The McCutcheons la te r

moved to Mineral  l , . le l ls .  McCutcheon-Payne and Company were.. .my father was

the company. My uncle Floyd Payne and | , . l .S.  McCutcheon ran the busjness.

They had a hay and grain and fuel  company that was on Chihuahua Street.  I

have my fa ther rs  v is i t ing  l j s t  books .  Theyshowthe names o f  a l l  the  peop le

f rom the  o ld  t imes.  Wou ld  you love  to  see them?
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0h,  yes ,  I  rea l l y  wou1d .

Wel1 ,  i  have th ree  and you can look  a t  those and

the  o l  d - t ime fami l  ies .

I  was  ta lk ing  to  Mrs .  H i l l  abou t  po l i t i cs  jn  E l

di f ferences of  opinion between people.  l l le were

tha t  peop le  in  E l  Paso were  more  or  less  in  two

Co lber t  Co ldwe l l  a t  a l l ?

Yes .  Jun io r ' s  s t j l ' l  I  i v ing .

Yes ,  the  sen io r  was  James Hague 's  law par tner .

too ,  wasn ' t  he?

He may have been.

see al  I  the names of  a l  I

Paso.  We ta l  ked  about  the

ta lk ' ing  about  how i t  appears

camps. Do you remember

Juege Co ldwe l l  was  Co lber t ,
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I  wonder  i f  you  remember  any  o f  these b ig - t ime po l i t i c ians?

I  remember  Judge Co ldwe l l .  He was a  very  smar t  man.  Ju l ia  Co ldwe l l  i s

s t i l l  ve ry  keen .  She  i s  h is  daugh te r .  She  has  a  son ,  B j l l ,  who  i s  a  lawyer

here  in  town.  I  canr t  th ink  o f  the  o ther  boy 's  name.  Co lber t  was  Page

Kemp's partner in busjness for many, many years.  I f  they were prominent

in  po l i t i cs ,  tha t  I  don ' t  know.

Yes.  I  ge t  the  impress ion  tha t  they  de f in i te ly  were- -more  in  county  po1 i t i cs

than in  the  c i ty  po l i t i cs .  There  seems to  have been qu i te  a  d i f fe rence.

County po1 i  t ics was very controvers ia l  .  So I  'm anxious to get peopl  e '  s

impress jons  o f  how they  fe l t .  l , ' 1e11 ,  you  and  Mrs .  H i l l  mus t  be . . . you  were

born  in  1884 and she was born  in  '88 ,  bu t  I  ge t  the  impress jon  tha t  the

Hague 's  d idn ' t  assoc ia te  w i th  everyone.  0 f  course ,  they  l i ved  on  a  d i f fe ren t

s ide  o f  town.

The Hagues l i ved  down on South  Santa  Fe.  But  they  were  we l ' l  thought  o f

peop le  and very  in te l l igen t  peop le .  My fa ther  was the i r  phys ic ian .

Did they at tend part ies that  you went to?

I  don ' t  remember  tha t  they  d id .

I 'm t ry ing  to  es tab l i sh  i f  there  were  c l ' i ques  jn  E l  Paso,  i f  there  were

cer ta in  g roups  tha t  d idn ' t  assoc ia te  as  much  w ' i th  o ther  g roups  o r , i f  i t

was  jus t  a  very  la rge  soc ie ty  w i th  everyone par t i c ipa t ing .

We11,  I  don ' t  th ink  the re  was  any  r i va l ry  o r  any th ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  We

had a  soc ia l  c lub  and we had dances  about  once a  month .  And they  were  a t

the  o ld  She ldon Hote l  fo r  a  wh i le  then a t  the  Cour t  House,  I  be l ieve .

Whether  o r  no t  there  was a  dance ha ' I1 ,  I 'm no t  sure .  A  beaut i fu l  o ld

Cour t  House i t  was .

H:  A t  these dances  and these c lubs ,  was  the  membersh ' ip  most ly  a l l  o f  the  same

I4

H:

H :

0 :

H:

0 :

u .

0:

0 :



0sborn

age group,  yoqnger  peop le  l i ke  you,  o r  d id  the  parents  go ,  too?

0: As I  remember,  they were not members but just  a social  group that gathered

a t  these  dances .  I  don ' t  th ink  you  had  to  jo in  a  soc ia l  c lub  o r  any th ing

of that  k ' ind .

15
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You don' t  nemember that  there were of f icers or anything?

No,  no th ing  o f  tha t  k ind .  I  don ' t  th ink  there  was.  The young man a lways

came fo r  you  in  a  hack .  You d idn ' t  wa lk .  Usua l ly  sen t  f lowers  to  be

car r jed .  In  those days  you d idn ' t  have corsages ;  I  don ' t  know why.  The

men usua l ' l y  sen t  Amer ican Beauty  Roses .

How old would you say you were when you started dat ing?

I  th ink  about  17  or .  e igh teen.  I  wasn ' t  mar r ied  un t i l  I  was  twenty -s ix .

You were  ou t  o f  h igh  schoo l  ?

Yes,  I  was  back  f rom Ba l t imore .  I  d id  no t  g raduate  here  in  E l  Paso.  My

bro ther 's  g raduat ion  exerc ises  in  '96  were  he ld  in  the  o1d Meyer  Opera

House. Everybody sent f lowers to the stage.

Did you run around with the same group as your brothers?

They were  o lder  than I ,  bu t  we a l l  went  to  the  soc ia l  c lub  dances  a f te r

was o ld  enough to  go .

Were  these dances  we l l  a t tended? Do you th ink  there  was a  fa i r l y  la rge

membersh i  p?

Yes, I  th ink so.  They were program dances.

Do you think the men drank very much? You hear some stor ies saying that

they  rea l l y  d id ,  tha t  t imes haven ' t  changed tha t  much.

Wel l ,  we  d idn ' t  have  a  lo t  o f  soc ja l  d r ink ing .  And  a  boy  wou ldn ' t  come to

see a  young lady  i f  he  had a  dr ink  un less  he  had a  Sen-Sen in  h is  mouth .

A l l  the  drugs tores  car r ied  l i t t ' l e  packages o f  i t .  A t  d inner  par t ies  we had
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champagne and spark ' l

d i dn ' t  d r i nk  ha rd  l i

h l e11  ,  d r i nk ing  cock t

Yes ,  I  guess  so .

Do you remember  Proh jb i t ion  in  E l  Paso?

Yes. I  remember Mr.  Osborn t r ied making some

ng  bu rgundy ,  and  w ines  a t  f o rma ' l  d inne rs .  Bu t  we

uo r ;  g i r l s  neve r  d i d .

i l s  i s  someth ino  tha t  came in  a f te r  t he  twen t ies .

0:

I  tas ted  i t  a l1  up  bd fore  he  go t  a  chance a t

w ine  a t  home.  And he  sa id

i t .

was this when you were fa: i r1yH: Now, when you had the champagne and what not,

young or perhaps in your teens?

I  guess  I  was  e ' igh teen.  Our  d inner  par t ies  were  very  fo rmal .  They  were  a t

people ' rs homes and somet ' imes at  the hotel  .  I  remember a very formal dinner

par ty  tha t  we went  to  a t  the  St .  Reg is .  Wine was served bu t  no t  p romiscuous ly .

Nobody go t  t igh t .

Where  d jd  the  men in  town do the i r  d r ink ing?

They d id  a t  the  To l tec  C lub .  When a  new young man wou ld  come to  town,  he

wou ld  be  in i t ia ted  in to  the  group by  what  they  wou ld  ca l l  a  badger  f igh t .

i  th ink  they  wou ld  go  down to  Char l ie  Be isswenger 's .  He and h js  w i fe  had

a beer and food place down on San Francisco Street.  I  th jnk they had their

badger  f igh ts  down thene.  They 'd  have a  v ic ious  dog on  a  cha jn  and one o f

the  boys  wou ld  ho ld  the  dog.  Then the  young man wou ld  have another  cha in

ho ld ing  the  badger  under  the  bed.  When the  t ime came he wou ld  pu11 the

badger  ou t  and j t  was  a  chamber  w i th  a  l i t t le  beer  and a  doughnut  in  i t .

Do you think the men went to Judrez much, before and af ter  the racetrack

was  bu i l  t?

Before the racetnack was buj l t ,  we would go to Judrez dances that were

very  fo rmal ,  too .  Mr .  and Mrs .  Deter ,  Deter  and Sour ,  had a  beaut i fu l
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p lace  down  jn  the  va11ey .  They  wou" ld  g i ve  l ove l y  pa r t i es  and  i nv i t e  the

Amer ican soc ia l  set  over  there.  Once they had a fox hunt .  I  know I  was

at  the par ty  but  I  don ' t  remember too much about  i t .  They gave 1ove1y

par t i es .  The  Sours  had  some on  th i s  s ide .  They ,  De te r  and  Sour ,  had  a

who lesa le  l i quo r  r company .  Cur t  Sour  became a  phys i c jan  and  was  a t  my

bro the r ' s  beds ide  i n  New York .  He  was  the  ch ie f  su rgeon  o f  t he  Ve te ran ' s

Hospi ta l  in  New York Ci ty  where Owen d ied.  Ern ie 1S-Sou{  marr ied Mrs.

Cha r l i e  Basse t t ' s  s i s t e r .  They  l i ved  he re  i n  t own  un t i l  he  d i ed ,  no t  t oo

' l ong  
ago .  The  De te r  home was  on  the  Mex ican  s ide .  They  had  g rape  v ineya rds .

Tha t  was  down  in  the  va ' l l ey  be low  Jud rez .  They  ra i sed  a  l o t  o f  M iss ion
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grapes over there.

Even when you were  a  ch i ' ld  they  were  s t j l l  ra is ing  a

Yes.  E l  Paso and Judrez  Va1 ley  were  no ted  fo r  the i r

was a  t ime when we ra ised lo ts  o f  very  f ine  on ions .

D id  you  v is i t  /The  s tah lman 's /  a  lo t?

Af te r  I  was  mar r ied .  They  l i ved  down there .  Yes ,  I

very n'ice peopl e .

lo t  o f  g rapes?

Miss ion  grapes .  There

knew them. They were

to  E l  Paso.

to  go  th rough.
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Did  you ever  r ide  the  in te r -u rban s t ree tcar  down to  Ys le ta?

No,  I  went  by  au tomobi le  then.

Do you have any idea when you had ygur f i rst  car?

My Uncle Floyd Payne had about the f i rst  automobj le that  came

It  was a Stanley Steamer.  I t  ran by steam.

Do you have any idea when that was?

I  don ' t  know.  There  are  jus t  loads  o f  papers  tha t  I  can ' t  see

hle '  i  1 go through them.

0h,  wou ld  you?
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Yes ,  I ' d  love  to .

They ' re  o id  newspapers  and th ' ings  tha t  you  migh t  f ind  o f  g rea t  in te res t ,

bu t  I  j us t  can ' t  see  to  do  i t .  I  ge t  too  t i red .  0 f  course ,  a  lo t  o f  i t

concerns my brother.

Is  th js  Jos ja  Crosby 's  descendents  tha t  l i ved  on  San Anton io  S t ree t?

Judge Crosby. They l ived on Myrt le Avenue next door to the First  Presby-

te r ian  Church .  I t  was  a  beaut i fu l  home and they  l i ved  in  g rea t  s ty1e.

The maids  were  a l l  p roper ' l y  d ressed w i th  the  l i t t le  caps .  They  were  very

much exc lus ive  peop le .  Mns.  Crosby  was a  beaut i fu l  woman and she had a

daugh te r ,  Mrs .  Hardcas t le ,  who  l j ved  in  Hous ton .  I  d jdn ' t  know her .  Then

there tvas Mrs.  Deter,  Dodo and Kate.  They spent thejr  wjnters here and

they had a beaut i fu l  summer horne on Long Is land, South Hampton. I  had

p' ictures of  both those homes because they were very int imate f r iends of  my

fami ' l y .  My fa ther  was the i r  phys ic jan .  And tha t  pa in t ing  o f  the  l i t t le

gir l  in the snow was painted by Percy Morang who marr jed Jennie Crosby.

They were here one w' inter and their  l i t t le boy had pneumonja.  My father

at tended him. Mr.  Morang painted that picture and gave i t  to my father and

mother.  He was the nephew of the famous marine painter,  Thomas lv lorang.



LEIGH l,\|HITE OSBORN

I  was born  in  Tucson,  Ar izona on  November  
. l9 ,1884.  

My mother

was born  in  Petersbung,  V i rg in ja  and her  ma iden name was Kather ine  J .

Payne. My mother 's fami ly home was destroyed in the "Batt le of  the

Cra ter "  dur ing  the  C iv i l  War .  The Payne fami ly  then re fugeed to  Co lo-

rado.  [ i l y  mother  g raduated  f rom l^ l i l l i am and Mary  Co l lege in  V i rg ' in ia .

My father,  Alward McKiel  White,  was born on the Eastern shore of

Mary land.  He was a  second or  th i rd  genera t ion  graduate  in  med ic ine

from the Universi ty of  Mary ' land. Both of  my parents had degrees in

Greek  and La t in .

l4y father came west in pursuj t  of  adventure.  He had a ranch on

the  P la t t  R jver in  Co lorado.  My parents  met  and were  mar r ied  in  Evans ,

Colorado and their  "honeymoon" was a t r ip to the ranch jn a covered

wagon. This ranch project  was a complete fa i lure so my father came to

E l  Paso and la te r  my mother  fo l lowed by  s tage w i th  my o ldes t  b ro ther ,

A lward .  My fa ther  was probab ly  the  f i rs t  p rac t ic ing  phys ic ian  in  th is

sect ion of  the country.  My father,  mother and brother (Alward) were

taken in to  the  t t lago f f in  home unt i l  they  cou ld  f ind  a  p ]ace  to  l i ve .

A f te r  a  shor t  t ime they  moved in to  a  smal l  adobe house s i tua ted  on

the  corner  o f  Mesa Avenue and San Anton io  S t ree t .  I  th ink  i t  i s  where

Lerner 's  s to re  i s  now loca ted .  Probab ly  a t  tha t  t ime there  were  no

more  than seven Amer ican fami l ies  l i v ing  in  E l  Paso.  Among them were

the  Magof f ins ,  Kemps,  Mar rs ,  Whi tes  and Crosbys .  h l i l l  Crosby  was the

f i r s t  wh i te  ch i ld  born  in  E l  Paso .

After about two years my father was appointed Col lector of  Customs

and they  moved to  Tucsono Ar izona.  My parents  a lso  l i ved  in  S i l ver  C i ty

fo r  a  shor t  t ime,  re tu rn inq  to  E l  Paso about  1886.



The f i rst  home I  remember was on Myrt le Avenue, at  the corner of

Myrt le and Ochoa. I t  was a one story house, but had large rooms and

was very  comfor tab le .  I t  was  bu i l t  o f  b r ick  and was heated  w i th  wood

stoves  wh ich  used mesqu i te  roo ts  fo r  fue l .  I t  a lso  had an  open f i re -

p lace  in  the  d in ing  room.  The wood was brought  in to  town on the  backs

of  d roves  o f  bur ros .

Entertaining was very formal.  Champagne or other wine was served

at  d inner  par t jes - -bu t  no  "hard"  l iquor .  There  were  no  cock ta i l  par t ' ies .

Many o f  the  lad ies  had days  a t  homewhere f r iends  ca l led  and tea  or  ho t

choco la te  o r  co f fee  was served.  Ca l le rs  a lways  le f t  a  ca l l ing  card

when mak ing  a  v js j t .  For  the  more  fo rmal  par t jes ,  smi lax  was ordered

f rom Ca l i fo rn ia  fo r  decora t ion .  The Soc ia l  C lub  had a  fo rmal  dance

about  once a  rnonth  w i th  p rograms.  The g i r l s  wore  love ly ' long  even ing

dresses  and long wh i te  k id  g loves .  The young men wore  dress  su i ts  and

wh i te  k id  g loves .

During the summer season we had weekly band concerts at  what is

now San Jac in to  P laza .  Thebandstand was in  the  center  o f  the  p laza

(where  the  a l iga tor  poo l  was  la te r ) .  The band was the  famous o ld

McGinty Band. l , , le also had many f i rst  c lass road shows at  the 0pera

Hou se .

Many o f  the  more  a f f luen t  lad ies  o rdered the i r  n icer  d resses  f rom

a Mrs .  Tay lo r  who  l i ved  in  Lou isv i l l e ,  Ken tucky .  There  was  once  an

ordinance passed by the c i ty government forbidding women to r ide bicycles

dressed in  b loomers .

Domest ic  he ' lp  was o f ten  Ch jnese or  Mex icanrand I  th ink  a  few

co lored .  Peop le  se ldom a te  ou t  except  to  go  to  the  Eng l ish  K i tchen- -

a  Ch inese Restaurant - -where  we went  a f te r  the  theat re  o r  dances .  A l l



other  res taurants  were  Ch inese as  were  the  laundr ies  and vegetab le  men

who came every morning from down the va1' ley wi th f resh produce.

Wonder fu l  M iss ion  grapes ,  pears  and f ine  on ions  were  ra ised on  bo th

s ides  o f  the  r i ve r .

The f i rs t  g rocery  s to res  I  reca l l  were  John B.  Watson 's  (no ted  fo r

i t s  f i ne  qua f i t y  goods)  and  S teward  and  McNa i r ' s .  We a lso  had  th ree

beaut i fu l  Ch inese s to res .  One the  4 th  o f  Ju ly  these Ch jnese s to res

furn ished the  f i rec rackers .  Ch inese funera ls  and Ch inese New Year  were

spec tacu l  a r  events .

Our  f j rs t  candy  s to re  was Cooper 's ,  loca ted  on  E l  Paso St ree t ,

fo l lowed by  The E l i te ,  owned by  Mr .  C la rence P ickre l l .  The ear ly  d ry

goods stores were Diamond's,  located on San Antonio Street,  Cal isher 's,

Cannon's and Lightbody and James, located at  Over land and El  Paso Streets.

The Popular Dry Goods Store was f j rst  located on South El  Paso Street

jn  the  same b lock  as  the  Meyer  Opera  House.  I  th ink  Mr .  Fe l i x  Brunswich

was owner  o f  the  Whi te  House.  Very  f ine  French g loves  and mater ia ls  o f

a l l  k inds  cou ld  be  bought  in  Judrez .

The streets were dusty and unpaved. Dur ing the hot summmer months

"spr ink l ing  cars"  wou ld  be  dr iven  th rough the  s t ree ts  severa l  t imes

each day  to  se t t le  the  f l y ing  dus t .  We had horned toads ,  l i za rds ,

ta ran tu las ,  scorp ions ,  and a f te r  a  ra in  the  de l igh t fu l  odor  o f  wet

greasewood and the  c roak ing  o f  hundreds  o f  f rogs  f i l l ed  the  a j r - - "ou t

o f  the  nowhere  in to  the  here . "

The  f i r s t  pub l i c  t ranspor ta t ion  was  the  l i t t l e  mu le  ca r .  Mr .  H i l l

was  the  dr iver  o f  the  one on  San Anton io  S t ree t .  The f i rs t  e lec t r i c

cars were open and we had tro ' l1y car part ies.  Also hay r ides were a

par t  o f  ou r  soc ia l  ac t i v i t i es .



The on' ly schools I  recal l  were Central  High School  (a ' lso a grammer

schoo l )  and  Ba i ley  Schoo l ,  bo th  no ted  fo r  good  d isc jp l ine .  The  boys

had seasonal  recreat ion which included marble season, k i te season and

top  season.  Baseba l l  was  p layed in  the  vacant  lo ts .  A t  recess  the

playgrounds of  the boys and gir ls were separated. l , . le al l  drank from

the same bucket  o f  water  w i th  t jn  d ippers .

The teachers  I  remember  were  Miss  Stevenson,  Miss  Hunter ,  M iss

Ger t rude Windsor ,  Mr .  Roach,  Mrs .  Per ry  and Mrs .  Ba i ' ley  ( fo r  whom the

schoo l  was  named. )  Then on ly  schoo l  super in tendent  I  can  reca l l  was

Mr. Putnam. Bai ley School  was located on lu lontana Street where the

YMCA is  now loca ted .  Teachers  who taught  spec i f i c  sub iec ts  were  Miss

Lu la  Jones  and Miss  F jnd ley  Bar ron  f rom St .  Lou is  (who la te r  mar r ied

one o f  my unc ' les ) ,  who were  the  K indergar ten  teachers ;  Miss  Kat ie  More

Brown,  who was our  mus ic  teacher ;  and l ' l i ss  Mary  Gates  (1a ter  Mrs .  C.  R.

Morehead) ,  who was the  dnawing teacher .  The graduat ion  exerc ises  were

he ld  a t  the  Meyer 's  0pera  House,  wh ich  was loca ted  where  the  Paso De l

Norte Hotel  is  now. My brothers graduated in 
. |896.

The sa loons  where  most  o f  the  k i l l j ngs  took  p lace  were  sca t te red

through the ent i re downtown distr ict .  The Red L' ight  Distr jct  was on

Utah Street (  now South Mesa).  The women from the Red Light Distr ict

d rove  handsome horses  and bugg ' ies  and were  beaut i fu l l y  d ressed.  They

were  no t ,  I  th ink ,  a l lowed to  so l i c i t  on  the  s t ree ts .  Some o f  the

g i r l s  were  Gypsy  Davenpor t ,  May Pa lmer  and T j l l i e  Howard .  My fa ther

was the i r  a t tend ing  phys ic ian .

There was no cr ime on the street as we know i t  today and a good

woman or a l i t t le gir l  was perfect ' ly  safe on the streets of  El  Paso--

day  or  n igh t - -a l though j t  had the  reputa t ion  o f  be ing the  toughest  town



i n  the  na t ion .  I t  i s  hard  to  unders tand how so  much rea l  cu l tu re  and

so much c r ime ex is ted  s ide  by  s ide  in  our  smal l  Texas  town.

Next ,  I  w i l l  record  the  reco l lec t ions  I  have o f  the  fami l ies  l ' i v ing

on our block of  Myrt ' le Avenue, norths' ide.  They were Mr.  and l"4rs.  A.  P.

Co les  and the  bro thers  o f  Mr .  Co les ;  Frank  and Ot is ,  Rea l to rs ;  Mr .  and

Mrs .  Zack  Whi te ;  Mr .  and Mrs .  U.  S .  S teward  (who was a  banker ) .  A lso

the  Hubbard  Fami ly  l i ved  on  Myr t le  Avenue,  and the i r  younger  son,  Dr .

Lou is  (Jack)  Hubbard ,  was  Dean o f  Texas  Women 's  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  in

Aust in .  W.  F .  Payne and fami ly  (my unc le )  and our  fami ' l y  (Mothen,  Fa ther ,

A lward ,Owen and  Le igh)  f i n i shed  ou t  the  b lock .  0n  the  sou th  s ide  o f

our  b lock  on  Myr t le  Avenue l i ved  Mr .  and Mrs .  C.  R.  Morehead (a  banker

and one o f  the  organ izers  o f  the  Sta te  Nat iona l  Bank) ,  Mr .  and Mrs .

Henry Beach, Mr.  and Mrs.  Harny Noak, and Mr.  and Mrs.  Harry Wood. Mrs.

l , , lood was a daughter of  Judge and Mrs.  Crosby, one of  our most dist in-

gu ished  o ld  fami l j es .  A lso  on  the  sou th  s ide  o f  Myr t le  Avenue  was  the

home o f  Mr .  and Mrs .  J .  M.  Dean ( lawyer  and judgs) .  The Deans had no

ch i ld ren  and my bro thers  and I  were  brought  up  a t  Mr .  Dean 's  fee t  l i s -

ten ing  to  h im read f rom Mark  Twain  and every th ing  he  cou ld  f jnd  about

Napo leon Bonapar te ,o f  whom he was a  grea t  adminer .

About  po f  i t i cs  I  reca l l  very  l i t t le .  I  do  reca l l  tha t  a t  one

t ime we had what was cal led the War of  the Red Roses and the ln lh i te.

The quest ion of  whether to I  et  cr ime cont inue or to endeavor to t ry and

c lean up  the  c i ty  was  the  issue.  My unc les  were  on  the  s ide  o f  the  Whi te

Roses.

My fa then prac t iced  med jc ine  and h is  love  o f  fami ly  and humani ty

were  h is  l i fe l  A  beaut j fu l  memor ia l  address  en t i t led  The Be loved

Phys ic ian  was g iven in  h is  memory  a t  the  l i t t le  Ep iscopa l  Church  o f



St.  Clements on Mesa Street by the Reverend Mayo Cabel Mart in and publ ish-

ed  in  a l1  the  da i l y  papers .  A  s t ranger  on  the  s t ree ta t the  t ime o f  the

funera l  was  heard  to  remark ,  " I f  I  cou ld  have a  funera l  l i ke  tha t ,  I

wou ld  fee l  tha t  I  had no t  l i ved  in  va in . "  Not  a  d ry  eye  ex is ted  on  the

s t ree ts  o f  E l  Paso dur ing  the  funera l  p rocess ' ion .

My father kept his horse and buggy at  Longwel l  Transfer Company,

te lephone no .  l .  I t  was  de l i vered  to  our  house ear ' l y  each morn ing  and

any t ' ime  in  the  n igh t  when  needed  fo r  a  n igh t  ca l l .  N igh t  ca l l s  and

house ca l l s  were  made in  those "good o ld  days . "

Many o f  our  ear ly  c ' i t i zens  came to  E l  Paso seek ing  hea l th  and a

cure  fo r  consumpt ion .  A f te r  rega in ing  hea l th  they  o f ten  remained,  no t

on ly  because o f  the  wonder fu l  c l imate ,  bu t  because o f  the  f r iendsh ips

they  had fo rmed w i th  the  "k ind  hear ts  and gent le  peop le"  who had come

to El  Paso before them. There was a saying that af ter  a taste of  the

water of  the muddy Rio Grande, one always came back for more.

When my father died my brothers came home from school ,  Alward f rom

the Schoo l  o f  M ines  a t  Go lden,  Co lorado where  hewasrs tudy ing  Min ing

Eng ineer ing ,  and 0wen f rom the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas  a t  Aus t in  where  he

was a student of  law. 0wen then went to work in one of  the banks but

a lways  had a  yearn ing  to  wr i te .  He la te r  became a  pro fess jona l  wr j te r ,

f i r s t  fo r  the  Brook lyn  Eag le ,  then the  New York  T imes and f ina l l y  was

on Co l l ie r  Magaz ine 's  s ta f f  fo r  twe lve  years  where  he  became dr  dSSo-

c ia te  ed i to r .  He pub l ished twe lve  books ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  were  we l l  rece ived.

Af te r  my fa ther rs  death ,my Mother  took  A lward  and me to  Ba l t imore

where  A lward  en tered  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Mary land 's  med jca l  schoo l .  I

went  to  schoo l  in  the  Ba l t imore  pub l ic  schoo ls  and fo r  f i ve  years  we re -

mained there  v is  j t ing  o1d f r iends  in  l ^ lash ing ton ,  D.  C.  ,  Pe tersburg ,



Haymarket and l i lanrenton, Virginia.  We returned to El  Paso af ter  my

brother 's graduat ion and ' intership.  Alward took a posi t ion as Sr inel  ter

phys ' i c ian  and had charge o f  the  Smel te r  Hosp i ta l .  He la te r  moved to

Shafter,  Texas as phys' ic ian for  the min' ing company there and also was in

charge  o f  the j r  hosp i ta l .

At  the t ime of  my brother Alward's death the mines had closed down.

He requested that he be bur ied there in Shafter.  My brother 0wen was

there  mak ing  the  funera l  a r rangenents  and sa id  to  the  Catho l i c  p r ies t

( there  was on ly  the  one church ,  the  Roman Catho l i c  Church) ,  "Fa ther ,

we cannot bury my brother f rom your church can we, as he is an Ep' iscopa-

l i an?"  The  Pr ies t  rep l ied ,  "We cer ta in ly  w i l l  bu ry  h im f rom my church ' i f

the Pope beheads me tomorrow." He was one of  the best and kjndest of

men.  Shor t l y  be fo re  h is  f i na l  i l l ness  he  d rove  90  mj les  to  Pres jd io

to see a s ick upman. After my brother had treated her,  her husband

took  $3 .00  f rom h is  pocket  to  pay  my bro ther .  A lward  sa id ,  "Keep your

money, You need i t  more than I  do."  Forty men walked bareheaded beside

the  heanse bear ing  the  co f f in  f rom the  church  to  the  min ing  company 's

cemetary .  A lward  was another  "Be loved Phys ic ian . "

To return to my years in El  Paso as a young woman, af ter  my mother 's

death  I  made my home wi th  my Aunt  and Unc le  (Mr .  and Mrs .  F loyd  Payne) .

Severa l  months  o f  the  year  I  spent  in  Minera l  t ^Je l l s  w i th  my Aunt  and

Unc le ,  Mr .  and Mrs .  l , . l .  S .  McCutcheon.  They  had no  ch i ld ren  and I  was

l i ke  a  daughter  to  them.

My young ladyhood was a very happy one. I  made many tr ips back to

Ba l t imore  where  many  o f  my  fa ther ' s  fami l y  were  s t i l l  f i v ing .  0nce  I

t rave led  w i th  our  ne ' ighbor ,  Mrs .  Dean,  and we went  to  New York  fo r  the

Theatre Season and to take in the s ights.  h le stayed in the Imperial  Hotel--



l ong  ago des t royed by  f i re .

0nce w i th  my Cous in  Car te r  Whi te ,  who was ra ised in  our  home and

l ' i ke  a  b ro ther  to  me,  I  v is i ted  fo r  severa l  days  in  Ch icago.  We were

enter ta ined by  Mr-  l , r l i l l  Marsha l l ,  who was an  o ld  f r iend  o f  my fu tu re

husband.  From there  we journeyed to  N iagara  Fa l l s ,  then to  A lbany ,

New York,  where we took a boat and went down the Hudson River to New

York  C i ty .  Car te r  had a  bro ther  t l ' i ns ton  l i v ing  in  New York  C i ty  and

wi th  h imas gu ide  we saw the  s igh ts  o f  the  c i ty .  0n  another  o f  my t r ips

east I  t raveled with my brother Owen. We spent several  de' l ight fu l  weeks

in  Ba l t imore  and Wash ing ton .  I  knew many young s tudents  a t tend ing

Georgetown Universi ty and we enjoyed al l  the happiness of  carefree youth.

I  had a  canoe t r ip  on  the  Potomac,  v is i ted  the  Whi te  House,  the  Smi th -

son ian  Ins t i tu t ion  and the  Wash jng ton  Monument .  Both  l r lash ing ton  and

Ba l t imore  were  love ly  c j t i es .  0n  our  v ' i s i t  I  had  the  p r i v i l ege  o f  a

pr iva te  p resenta t ion  to  Pres ident  McKin ley .

In  re fe r r ing ,  aga in ,  to  those  seek ing  hea l th  in  E l  Paso 's  sp lend id

cl imate,  I  remember one very dear fn iend. Her name was Mrs.  McCauley.

She and her  th ree  year  o ld  g i r l  were  pu t  on  the  t ra in  in  Wash ing ton '  D .  C.

w i th  t i cke ts  to  E l  Paso and very ' l i t t le  money.  Mrs .  McCau ley  was an

Ep iscopa l ian  and th rough th is  connect ion  met  my Aunt ,  Mrs .  l , r l .  S .  McCut -

cheon, who took them into her home. My father served as physic ian for

Mrs .  McCau ley  and her  daughter .  Both  h ' i s  serv ' i ces  and my aunt ' s  hosp i ta l -

i ty were wi thout monetary reward. When Mrs.  McCauley regained her

hea l th ,  she  re tu rned to  Wash ing ton- -bu t  never  saw her  husband aga in .

She  opened  a  board ing  house  a t  l 0 l9  P .S t ree t .  When I  v i s i ted  in  Wash ' ing -

ton  I  usua l ' l y  s tayed in  th is  board ing  house.  h lh i le  I  was  once in  Wash-

ing ton  I  saw the  inaugura t ion  o f  Teddy Rooseve l t .  I  became acqua in ted



with a Congressman from Alabaman. Judge Adamson, and through him received

a fo rmal  inv i ta t ion  to  the  Whi te  House Recept ion .  I  can  s t i l l  hear  the

} t lh i te  House But le r  boom outo  as  I  en tered  the  recept ion ,  "Miss  Whi te

f rom Texas . "  I  was  pr iv i leged to  shake the  hand o f  Pres ident  Rooseve l t

and  a  long  l i ne  o f  peop le  impor tan t  in  Wash ing ton  c i rc les  in  those  days .

Th is  was ius t  another  event  in  the  care f ree  and happy I  i fe  I  had as  a  g ' i r l .

I  was  mar r ied  in  19 l l  to  0 l i ver  S .  0sborn  o f  Cameron,  Missour j .

He was a  graduate  o f  Missour j  Un ivers i ty  and la te r  s tud ied  in  He id leburg ,

Germany. By profession he was a Civ i l  Engineer and was a member of  the

Amer ican Soc ie ty  o f  C iv i l  Eng ineers ,  wh ich  he  cons idered a  grea t  honor .

He traveled throughout Europe studying European methods of  ra i l road

cont ruc t ion .  He was in  charge o fcons t ruc t ion  o f  "The Or ien t "  f rom Kansas

Ci ty  to  Pres id io .  He then went  to  Mex ico  and spent  th ree  years  loca t -

ing  the  road f rom Ch jhuahua to  Topo lobampo on the  Pac i f i c  Coast .  Dur ing

the  A laska  go ld  rush  o f  1898  he  went  to  A laska  bu t  d id  no t  s t r j ke  i t  r i ch .

A t  the  t ime o f  our  mar r iage he  was Ch ie f  D jv is ion  Eng ineer  in  charge

of contruct ion for  the Oregon Short l  ine Rai l  road and we I  ived in many

p,vts of  ldaho and Eastern Oregon for f ive years.  He l jved to be 96

years  o f  age and d ied  in  1966.

t l l e  had  one  f ine  son ,0 l i ve r ,  who  fo l low ' ing  h is  g radua t ion  f rom

Texas A & M where he majored in Chemical  Engineer ing,  spent three years

roughneck ing  in  the  o i l f ie lds .  In  194. |  he  went  to  work  fo r  the  Dow

Chemica l  company in  Freepor t ,  Texas .  He mar r ied  Emi ly  Ruth  But le r  o f

Houston  and they  l i ve  in  Lake Jackson,  Texas .  They  are  the  parents  o f

th ree  ch i ld ren .  My grandch i ld ren  are  Jane Le igh ,  a  jun io r  a t  Texas  Un iver -

s i ty  a t  Aus t in ,  ma jor ing  in  Account ing ;  John 0 l i ver  Osborn ,  a  f reshman

student  in  C iv i l  Eng ' ineer ing  a  Texas  A & M;  and my youngest  g randch ' i ld '

Pau l  Whi te ,  in  in te rmed ia te  schoo l  in  Lake Jackson.
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The mayors 0f  E' l  Paso I  have known wel l  were Capt.  Char l ie Davis,  whose

daughte r  A l i ce  (Mrs .  W.  D .  t r l i se )  and  I  were  l i ke  s i s te rs ;  Char l i e  J r . ;

R .  C.  Semple ;  and Judge Sweeney,  who mar r ied  Ne l l ie  Humphreys  o f  Mar fa .  who

was an old f r iend of  mine. These were al1 mayors of  El  Paso I  knew person-

a11y .  Another  f ine  man,  Mayor  Rob inson,  l i ved  in  our  ne ighborhood and

was k i1 led  by  a  fa l l ing  br ick  wa l l  a f te r  a  f i re  somewhere  in  the  c i ty .

His daughter,  Mary Frances, mamied the farnous General  rerry Al  l  en.

I  recal l  th is event in my chi idhood with much amusement.  The Crosby

fami ly  had g ' i ven  meabeaut i fu l  pa lomino pony  equ iped w i th  a  s ide  sadd le

( in  those days  i t  wou ld  have been very  un lady l i ke  fo r  a  l i t t le  g ' i r l  to

have r idden as t r ide) .  Our  cor ra l  was  on  the  700 b lock  o f  Texas  St ree t ,

now in downtown El  Paso. My uncle kept two cows and a carr iage horse

there and we had one cow and ny pony in th is corral .

One summer  even ing  I  had r idden la te  and the  co lo red  man who d id

the  mi lk ing  and took  care  o f  the  o ther  s tock  hard  gone home.  I  unsadd led

my pony  and pu t  h im jn  the  cor ra l  myse l f .  I  woke up  in  the  midd le  o f  the

n igh t  and saw the  th ree  cows ou t  jn  the  midd le  o f  the  s t ree t  i l l umina ted

by  the  br igh t  moon l igh t .  Knowing tha t  I  must  have le f t  the  cor ra l  ga te

unfastened, I  jumped out of  bed, s l ipped on my high button shoes with-

ou t  bu t ton ing  them,  and c lad  on ly  in  these shoes  and my l igh t  co t ton

n igh tgown ran  ou t  a f te r  the  cows,  th ink ing  I  cou ld  eas i l y  d r ive  them

back  in to  the  cor ra l .

I  had a  long chase be fore  I  f ina l l y  go t  them tu rned toward  home.

By that t ' ime my brothers had missed me and were out in the yard wi th jn

earshot  o f  the  n igh t  watchman who tapped me on the  shou lder  say ing ,

"And  what  do  you  th ink  you ' re  do ing l "  I  p iped  up  w i th ,  " I 'm  Dr .  Wh i te ' s

l i t t l e  g i r l  ou t  chas ing  the  covvs r " - -as  though  tha t  were  a  n igh t l y  a f fa i r .
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My brothers overheard th is  conversat ' i ,onr  df id  as long as we were a l  I

t oge the r ,  no th ing  de l i gh ted  them more  than  to  tease  me  by  say ing ,  " I 'm

Dr .  Wh i t e ' s  l i t t l e  g i r l  ou t  chas ing  t he  cows . ' l

I  f i n i sh  my  s to ry  w i th  th i s  nos ta lg i c  remembrance ,  "how dear  to

th i s  hea r t  a re  the  scenes  o f  my  ch i l dhood . "
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