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Made l  i ne  M i l  I  s  Gehr ing
by  Jo  Ann  Hov ious

Apr i l  12,  1973

H: I  wou ld  l i ke  to  beg in  by  ge t t ing  some b iograph ica l  mater ia l  f rom you.  For

example,  where were you born?

I was born ' in New Haven, Connect jcut .

0h,  you were? Is your fam' i ly  f rom the East,  then?

Yes, my fami ly is f rom the East.  My parents l ived in New Haven. They went

on  a  wedd ing  t r ip  and my mother  go t  a  temjb le  co ld .  The doc tors  to ld  her

tha t  she  ought  to  come West  a f te r  i t  was  a  wh i le  hea l ing  up ,  I  guess .  Her

fa ther  was Wi lson  lda t t ingham,  who owned the  b igges t  ca t t le  ranch in  the

count ry .  F {  owned the  Be l l  Ranch,  i f  you 've  ever  heard  o f  i t .

Yes ,  I  ce r ta in ly  have .

Wel l ,  he  owned tha t .  She had heard  a  lo t  about  Las  Vegas,  and so  they  went

to Las Vegas. My father pract ' iced law there.  They l ived there for  about

eight years.  My mother recovered so they went back to New Haven. My brother

was born  in  Las  Vegas.  He d jed  a  coup le  o f  years  ago.  They  went  back

after about eight years.  Then I  was born in New Haven whi le they were thene.

My fa ther  had a  . . . I  don ' t  know how they  d id  th jngs  in  those days  to  ge t  i t

th rough qu ick ly ,  bu t  McKin ley  asked h jm i f  he  wou ld  take  on  as  Ch ie f  Jus t ice

of New l4exico.  So he came West.  Besides, the West was best for  my mother.

So he came west and he was Chief  Just ice of  New Mexico for 12 years.  Then

he came down to El  Paso when Diaz and Taft  met on the br idge. I  can remember

my fa ther  say ing ,  "You know,  I  th ink  I  ought  to  go  down to  E l  Paso. "  l ^ l i l l i e '

who was h js  ha l f  b ro ther ,  and Pres ident  Ta f t  were ' in  the  same c lass  a t  Ya le

and  very ,  ve ry  c lose  f r iends .  He  sa ' id  on  accoun t  o f  Wi l l j e ' s  ass ic ia t ion

with Taft . . .  tn ly father was a Yale graduate,  too.  There were three boys

and they  a l l  g raduated  f rom Ya le .  They  l i ved  in  New Haven.

What was h' is name now?

G:

H :

G :

H :

A .

u .
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Mi l l s .

What was his f i rst  name?

Wi l  l  iam Jay .

Your father?

l , l l i l l iam Jay Mi l ls .  He came down here and met Taft .  They became good fr iends.

Taf t  asked h im to  go  back  to  Las  Vegas on  the  t ra in  w i th  h im in  the  pres ident ia l

car .  He d id  tha t  and go t  o f f  a t  Las  Vegas.  He sa id  he  had a  very ,  very

n ice  t ime down here  and he  had en joyed Pres ident  Ta f t .  I  th ink  jn  a  week 's

t ime he  had a  w j re .  That ' s  the  way th ings  came th rough- -qu ' i ck1y- - ' in  those

days .  Pres jdent  Ta f t  had asked h im i f  he 'd  accept  the  governorsh ip  o f  the

Terr i tory of  New Mexico. That 's how he happened to become the governor of

New Mex ico .  He  d jd  no t  run  fo r  any th ing- -he  d jdn ' t  run  fo r  the  Ch je f  Jus t j ce -

sh ip ,  he  d id  no t  run  fo r  the  governorsh ip .

He was appo ' in ted .  How long d id  he  serve  as  governor?

0n1y two years .  Two years ,  a  l i t t le  over .  He s ta r ted  work ing  r igh t  away

for statehood because he thought New Mexico should be a state.  I  can remem-

ber  how many t r ips  he  made up to  Wash ing ton  about  ' i t .  When he was in  Santa

Fe he had a wine from President Taft  that  they had appointed New Mexjco now

a s ta te .  They  ca l led  me.  I t  was  the  6 th  o f  January .  I  donr t  know how I

happened to  be  home un less  i t  was  a  vacat jon  f rom schoo l .  I  don ' t  know.

But  anywaJ,  he  ca l led  me and the  execut jve  mans jon  a t  tha t  t ime- - they 've

torn i t  down now--was r ight  across the street f rom the cap' i to1

I t  was?

And I  was  n igh t  the re .  He  ca l led  me and  he  sa jd ,  "Made l ine ,  I

come over  here  r jgh t  away and ra ise  the  f lag  up  in  the  cap i to l

heard f rom President Taft  and we have been appojnted a state.

want you to

I  j us t

I  want you
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to  ra ise  the  f1ag. "  So I  went  over  there  and I  ra ised  the  f lag .  Then

about  a  year  ago a  f r iend  o f  mine ,  Frances  Props . . . I  don ' t  know i f  you  ever

knew her ;  she  was a  f r iend  o f  my daughter 's .  Bu t  anyway,  she was up  in

Santa  Fe and they  were  hav ing  a  ce lebra t ion  up  there .  She was wa lk ing

around  a  lo t .  F ina l1y ,  Mr .  F i t zpa t r i ck  sa id  to  her ,  " I s  the re  any th ing  I

can  he lp  you w i th?"  She sa id ,  "No,  f lo .  But  do  you know who ra ised the

f lag  over  th i s  cap i to l  when ' i t  was  made a  s ta te?"  He  sa jd ,  "No ,  I  do  no t . "

She sa id ,  " I  know her  rea l  we l , l . "

I  had a  le t te r  f rom Mr .  F i tzpa t r i ck  and he  wanted  to  know i f  tha t  was

t rue .  He hoped I rd  come up to  A lbuquerque when they  had the i r  ce lebra t ion .

I  wro te  a  le t te r  to  h im.  They  had th js  ce lebra t ion  las t  November ,  I  th jnk

i t  was .  They  asked me to  come up.  So A l ice  my daughter ,  A l i ce  Misg immons,

and I  went up for the celebrat ' ion.  They rea1ly t reated me roya11y. They

gave me th ' i s  p in ,  and they  gave me tha t  red  th ing  there ,  the  red  carpe t .

Then they  gave me one o f  those d ishes  tha t  a re  made in  Santa  Fe,  b lack  w i th

s i l ver .  When I  go t  o f f  the  p lane I  th ink  there  were  a t  leas t  12  women there

to  meet  me,  wh ich  I  th ink  was qu i te  a  g ree t ing .  We went  to  the  mote l  and

le f t  our  th ings .  We went  ou t  w i th  Frances  and to  see her  mother .  Her

mother,  Mrs.  Clark,  lvas a school  teacher there for  many years.  We went out

w i th  them tha t  n ' igh t  fo r  d inner .  Then the  nex t  morn ing  s ta r ted  th ings .  They

came fo r  me.  They  had a  luncheon ou t  a t  the  count ry  c lub  there .  I  thought

i t  was  k ind  o f  funny .  I  was  a t  the  head tab le .  They  d jdnr t  say  any th ing

about  me.  F ina l l y ,  I  heard  tha t  the  luncheon was g iven fo r  me.

We11,  tha t ' s  ce r ta in ly  a  g rea t  honor .  A f te r  a l l ,  your  fa ther  was  cer ta in ly

an  impor tan t  jnd iv idua l  .  What  year , , 'were  you born  in?  I ' ve  neg lec ted  to

ask  you tha t .
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u .

G :

u .

1895.

1895.

I 'm  78  years  o1d .

Wel l ,  then ,  when

Three years  o1d.

Three years  o1d.

you came back to New Mexico how o1d were you?

And then from that t jme on you I  ived /ThereZ

I l ived /_iher{ .  I  l ived in Las Vegas unt i l  a year af ter  we were mamjed.

Then my husband dec ided tha t  he  d idnr t  want  to  l i ve  there .  He wanted  a

la rger  p1ace.  My bro ther  was very  ac t ive  in  Det ro i t .  He knew lo ts  o f

p rominent  peop le .  I  mean l i ke  Ford ,  head o f  the  au tomobi le  bus jness .  He

was a  very  persona l  f r iend ;  wou ld  come over  a  lo t  and see h ' im.  He 'd  go

over  to  the i r  house.

You say this was your brother?

My brother who l ived in Detroi t .  He was a lawyer there.

He was?

My brother wanted us to come up there and l ive.  My mother sold her house

and moved hen fu rn i tu re .  We weren ' t  there  very  1ong.  My husband sa id ,

" I  don ' t  wan t  to  l i ve  up  here . "  So  he  came wes t  and  s topped ' in  Denver ,  and

he stopped in Las Vegas; came down here.  I  th ink the only reason he came

here was because there was an awful  lot  of  Las Vegas peop' le here.

Yes ,  there  are .  In  fac t ,  tha t ' s  one o f  the  th ings  I  wanted  to  ask  you

about.  What year did you come to El  Paso?

We came here . . . I  th ink  i t  was  L920 .

1920. Yes, I 've always been interested because people started coming down

here from Las Vegas in the ear ly lBBOs r ight  af ter  the rai l road came through.

I 've always wonder"ed i f  there was some part icular reason; whether they were



Mi l  I  e r

G :

j us t  fo l ' l ow jng  o ther  peop le  0 r . . .

I  don ' t  know.  t , . le l l ,  my husband hadn ' t  been here  very  long and he  had

dec ' ided. . .we l1  ,  rea l ' l y  what  he  wanted  to  do  was go  to  Ca1 i fo rn ia .  That ' s

what  he  had in  h is  mind .  But  my mother  was a  w idow and we had been l i v ing

w i th  her ,  and  he  jus t  though t  she 'd  l i ke  i t  he re .  She  d id .

What  year  d ' id  your  fa ther  d ie  in?

1934 my mother  d ied .  He d ied  be fore  I  was  mar r ied ,  about  1913 or  '14 .

Not  long a f te r  he  was governor  then.

I t  was  a  s ta te  then when he  d ' ied .  McDona ld  had taken over ,  the  f i rs t  s ta te

governor.

I  see .  He served jus t  un t i l  New Mex ico  was admi t ted  to  the  un ion .  You went

to  schoo l  then i  n .  .  .  ?

Las  Vegas.

In  Las  Vegas .  You  a l l  d id  l i ve  then  in  San ta  Fe .

We l i ved  in  San ta  Fe .

When he was a governor.  Did you remember much about Santa Fe?

0h,  yes .  I  was  in  h jgh  schoo l .  I  go t  typ-ho id  fever  in  Santa  Fe.  I  was

s ick  a  g rea t  dea l .  For ,  oh ,  ou t  o f  s ' i x  o r  seven years  I  was  s jck  most  o f

H:

G:

H :

G :

H :

G :

u .

G :

H :

G :

the  t ime.

H:  What  was the  s i tua t ion  on  doc tors  in  Santa  Fe?

G: I  don' t  know. I  remember we had a Dr.  Roles when I  lvad typhoid fever.  I

don ' t  nemember  what  i t  was  tha t  they  used. . . I  don ' t  know what  j t  was .  But

anyway, he refused to do i t .  He said he was afraid to do i t .  So my father

hadaDoc tonSt rong- , I th inkh iSnameWas, f romSantaFe .Hesa jd

he'd do i t .  He had a t ra ' in engaged and everyth ' ing to br jng h ' im up to Santa

Fe to do j t  i f  i t  vvas necessary.
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H :

G:

u .

G :

u .

G :

H :

G :

H :

H :

G :

Some k ind  o f  a  cure?

Yes.  Wel l ,  someth ing ,  bu t  i t  was  no t  necessary .  I t  never  came to  tha t .

But  I  don ' t  th ink  there  were  many doc tors  in  Santa  Fe a t  tha t  t ime.

I  don ' t  know what  the  popu la t ion  m ' igh t  have been dur ing  those years .

I  don ' t  th ink  more  than  10 ,000  a t  the  mos t .  I  doub t  i f  i t  was  tha t .  E igh t

thousand probab ly .

In  Las  Vegas I  guess  j t  was  about  the  same.

We were  very  jea lous  o f  A lbuquerque.  We were  ius t  as  b ig  as  A lbuquerque,

we thought .

My goshl  Las Vegas was?

0f  course  A lbuquerque has  grown;  Las  Vegas hasn ' t .

That ' s  what  makes i t  so  in te res t ing .  You wonder ,  loca t ion  I 'm sure ,  has

someth ing  to  do  w i th  i t .  The ra i l road,  o f  course ,  /Funs /  th rough A lbuquerque.

I  iust  wonder about the leadership.  As I  say,  so many of  the people fcamg/

down here to El  Paso.

Le t ' s  see .  D ick  was f rom Las  Vegas.

0 f  A .  B .  D ick?

Not  A .  B .  i s  i t?  James  A .  D ick .

0h ,  James  D ick .  I  d idn ' t  rea l i ze  tha t .  Bu t  I  guess  maybe  he  was .

I  knew he was because he would just  come out 0o our back door and knock on

the door to get the orders of  grocer ies.

For  heaven 's  sake,  He was a  grocer  up  there .

He was a grocer up there and came down here.  There was a Robertson. He

was an eng' ineer of  some kind, very wel l  known. He came down here.  l4cNarry

was down here,  you know. He had the bank.

That 's two bankers then-- the McNamys and the Reynolds brothers.H:
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n .

H :

G :

G :

H :

G :

H :

n .

H :

G:

H:

No.  Reyno lds  was McNar ry 's  w i fe 's  fa ther .

There  was a  fami ly  t ie  then.  I  wasnr t  aware  o f  tha t .  D id  the  fami l ies  keep

their  home in Las Vegas?

No.

I  was under the impression that

any idea approx' imately what year

had es tab l i shed a  bank  here .

0h ,  yes .  I  don ' t  know the  year

Did they move?

They came down here.  Say, Mrs.

They used to go out.  Mother had

in  the  a f te rnoon or  someth ing .

and  Mrs .  M i l l s  ca l led  her  up  and

rea l  good f r iends .  Mother  took

the i r  bank  in  Las  Vegas d id .  Do you have

that was? That was sometjme af ter  they

a t  a l l .

McNamy was a  rea l  good f r iend  o f  my mother 's .

a  ca r  and  a  boy .  I  th ink  she  pa ' id  a  do l la r

I  th ink  they  a l l  ca l led  her  Mrs .  McNar ry ,

theyrd go for a r jde together.  They were

her many t imes out to Cal  i forn ' ia because

she  d idn ' t  l i ke  to  be  a lone .

Where  d id  the  McNar rys  l i ve?  ln lasn ' t  the i rs  the  b ig  home. . .

Up  on  the  h i l l .

I t rs  now the  monastery .

Yes .

Yes,  tha t ,s  r igh t .  0h ,  fo r  goodness  sake.  Now,  wh ich  bank  was i t  tha t  they

were .  . .  ?

The  F i rs t  Na t iona l .

The  F i rs t  Na t iona l .  I  have  a  te r r jb le  t ime  keep ing  the  bank  s t ra jgh t ,  wh jch

was the  same one tha t  Reyno lds  had s ta r ted .  Isn ' t  tha t  r igh t?

Yes .

And  then  he  mus t  have  le f t  i t  i n  the  hands  0 f . . .



G:
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G:

H:

G:

I  donr t  know who he le f t  i t  in  the  hands o f  when he  le f t  hene,  I  rea11y

don ' t .  Bu t  Mar thars  fa ther .  .  .

Now, th is is Martha Hardway?

Yes. There were these two brothers.  I  know that Hal  Reynolds-- that  was

the i r . . . they  were  tw ins ,  I  th ink- -he  went  up  to  New York  and he  was go ing

to  make a  fo r tune there .  He cou ldn ' t  do  i t .  I  don ' t  know i f  he  came back

here  or  no t ,  o r  i f  he  d ied  ou t  there .  I  fo rge t  what  Mar tha 's  fa ther 's

name was. Martha had these two brothers that  she asked me i f  I  remembered.

I  sa id ,  "No. "  They  l i r ved  jus t  one house be tween us .

D id  they?

Yes .

In  Las  Vegas.

Yes .

l * le l l ,  and  then her  g randfa ther  was a  grocer ,  T .  B .  McNar ry .

I  th ink  he  d ied  long ,  long  ago .

I  know he  came to  E l  Paso  jn  1881  o r '82 .  Obv ious ly ,  Vou  weren ' t  even

born  then.

No.

They must have establ ished thejr  home down here and stayed.

I  don ' t  th ink  Mrs .  McNar ry  d id .  She  l i ved  up  in  Las  Vegas .  Maybe  he

d ied  and she came up there .

No.  Hadn ' t  she  nroved back  then?

I  don ' t  know.

So you went to grade school  in Las Vegas. I  suppose that there was only

one grade school  in the town at  that  t ime?

I  be l ieve  there  were  two,  one in  the  west  s ide  and one in  the  eas t  s ide  o f

town.

H:

G:

H :

b :

t-t .

G:
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H: t^ lould you say that the maior i ty of  the people were f rom

Were there many Southeners up there or were they most ly

I  th ink  they  were  mos t1y . . .we l l ,  they  weren ' t  Mex icans .

There  werent t  many Mex icans?

Not very many Mexicans. And there weren' t  Mexicans even

there ' re  Mex icans  now.

l , r le ren ' t  there?  I  d idn ' t  rea l  i ze  tha t .

in  40  minu tes .

He must ha.ve been gone from home a

I  don ' t  know abou t  tha t .  I  don ' t

any  ce r ta in  p l , ace?

from the Nor th?

in  San ta  Fe  l i ke

g rea t  dea l  t hen .

knew where  he  had  to  go  to  ho ld  cou r t  rea11y ,

G:

u .
t l .

G:

H :

G : One n ice  th ing ,  i t  was  severa l  years  ago  a  f r i end  o f  m ine . . . I  hadn ' t  been

back  fo r  any  length  o f  t ' ime,  jus t  maybe overn igh t  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t ,

so we decjded my husband and I  were going to Las Vegas. I  had this real

good f r iend .  I  th ink  her  husband has  about , : the  on ly  decent  bus iness  jn

town. Hers a drugg' ist .  So we went up there to see Ruth and Sceggy. They

sa id ' i f  we 'd  come they 'd  meet  us  in  A lbuquerque .  She  had  a  b ro ther  in  the

hosp i ta l  there .  They 'd  meet  us  there  and dr jve  us  up  to  Las  Vegas.  That

was qui te a temptat ion.  l , . le went up there.  Then Sceggy took a week of f .

We went  a lJ  a round.  Went  up  to  Waterson,  a l l  a round tha t  par t  o f  the  count ry .

Beaut j fu l  country.  Anyway, we got up to Morrow F{ I  th ink j t  was 40 mi les,

40  minu tes  o r  someth ing  l i ke  tha t .  My  fa ther  in  the  o1d  days . . .a  wagon  o r

something would come for him with f iour horses. He went up to Morrow to hold

court .  He'd go stay two weeks at  a t ime and then he'd come home. I t  was

abou t  s i x  weeks  cour t  a l l  toge ther .  I t  took  h jm. . . I  th jnk  he 'd  leave  in

the  morn ing  as  I  reca l l .  I  be l ieve  he  used to  go  to  church  and then he  le f t

r igh t  a f te r  church .  He 'd  ge t  up  there  about  dark  maybe.  We got  up  there
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H:

G:

U .
t l .

n .

H :

G:

H :

except  Morrow's  the only  p lace I  remember where he had to  go and stay.

He must  have gone down to Albuquerque.

No. He had another .  But he was always the iudge who was there,

you see.  But  up  around C lay ton  and so  fo r th  in  New Mex ico  there  wasn ' t

another  judge.

0h ,  I  see .  So he  had to  take  tha t?

He had to  take  tha t .

I t rs  so  jn te res t ing  tha t  your  fa ther  was a  governor  those two years .  I 'd

l j ke  to  have you be  th ink ing  o f  in te res t ing  th ings  tha t  migh t  have happened

dur ing that t ime to your father and to you and places that you two might

have gone or  any th ing  l i ke  th is .  Maybe you canr t  th ink  ius t  on  the  spur

of  the moment.

No ,  I  can ' t  th ink  o f  any th ' i ng ,  rea11y .

Jus t  th in$s  l i ke  th is  bus jness  o f  your  fa ther  t rave l l ing  to  Mor row and the

type o f  th ing  tha t  he  d id  dur ing  those two years .  Was he  in  Wash ing ton

from t ime to t ime?

Yes. He went up ther"e very,  very of ten because he was just  so anxious for

New Mexico to become a state.  He spent a great dea' l  of  t ime out there.  I

can remember that .

The o ther  th ings  tha t  I  am jn te res ted  in  a re  fo r  examp' le  your  schoo l  years .

What  the  schoo l  was  l i ke?

My schoo) years were veyy odd. In the f j rst  p1ace, I  was away and I  grew

up ' in  New York .  They  d iscovered tha t  I  had thyro id ;  I  had a  t remendous

thyroid.  They came home and gave me some medicine to take and put on this

th ing .  I  donr t  know why  we never  no t i ced  i t  bu t  we  d idn ' t .  I  used  to  l i e

in  the  sun.  Then I 'd  go  to  schoo l .  The teacher  wou ld  a ' lways  say ,  "A
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H:

G:

H :

G :

d i l l e r  a  do l la r ,  a  ten  o ' c lock  scho la r . "  ( l augh te r )  Tha t ' s  wha t  they 'd

do ,  I  remember .  I t  made me so  mad.  I  d idn ' t  apprec ia te  i t  a t  a l l .  Bu t

then I  go t  th is  typho id  fever  and I  was  very ,  very  i11  fo r  a  long t ime.

About  th ree  months  I  was  in  bed.  I  had th is  h igh ,  h igh  fever  and i t  burned

out the thyroid that  t ro l tb led.  So I  was al l  r ight ,  I  mean as far  as the thyro, id

went.

That ' s  in te res t ing .  Were  you in  Las  Vegas when you caught  i t?

No,  I  was  in  Santa  Fe.  There  was a  grea t  dea l  o f  t ypho id .

There was?

We had a  nurse  fo r  many months  w i th  me.  Then I  had to  have my ha i r  a l l  cu t

o f f .  ( l augh te r )  I  d ' i dn r t  have  any  ha i r  l e f t .

Were  the  fac i l i t j es  in  Santa  Fe,  was  the  water  sys tem pre t ty  bad,  do  you

th ink?

H:

G: I  guess  i t  must  have been.  I  don ' t  know.  There  was an  awfu l  lo t  o f  i l l ness

in  Santa  Fe.  Typho id .

What were you doing in New

l,r lere you vacat ioning?

My brother was in school .

York? You rnent joned that you were ' in New York.

He went  to  Ya le .

He  d id?

My fami ly  had a l ' l  been Ya l i tes .  My fa ther . . .

Yes ,  you  sa id  tha t .

I  th ink ' i t ' s  na ther  in te res t ing .  Th is  goes  back  fu r ther  than what  you want

to  hear .  W fa ther  was  born  in  Yazoo ,  M iss iss ipp i ,  on  a  p lan ta t ion .  H is

fa ther  was a  doc tor .  He and h is  b ro ther  were  l i t t le  chaps  there .  H is  mother

came down. They were marr ied.  H' is mother came down from Phi ladelphia.  I

don ' t  know where  they  were  mar r ied .  But  anyway,  she was f rom Ph i lade lph ia .
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She was very  lonesome and she had lo ts  o f  company.  She l i ked  peop le  l i ke

I  do,  I  guess. So she stayed there.  They were having a house party.  I

don ' t  know how many f r iends  they  had f rom Ph i lade lph ia .  And you know,  the

fp iends  a l I  go t  ye l Iow fever ;  the  p ' lan ta t ion  workers ,  the  s laves ,  a l I  go t

yel low fever.  My grandnnther and father and brother were the only three

peop le  le f t  on  tha t  p lan ta t ion ,  so  she s tayed there  fo r  about  another  year .

Then she jus t  cou ldn ' t  take  i t  any  longer .  She so ld  the  p lan ta t ion  and

got  on  the  t ra in  and s ta r ted  up  to  Ph i lade lph ia .  She met  th is  gent lemen

on the  t ra in  and he  sa ' id ,  "May I  he lp  you w j th  those boys .  I 'm so  fond o f

ch i ld ren . "  She  sa ]d ,  "Yes . "  0 f  course  she  had  on  her  w jdow 's  weeds .  So

he helped her wi th the boys. Then he came to see her.  I  don' t  know where

she  was  l j v ing .  0h ,  she  l i ved  in  Ph i lade lph ia .  He  came to  see  her  f rom

New Haven. In several  years they were maruied. I ly  mother was born jn

K ings ton ,  Canada.  Her  fa ther ,  my grandfa ther '  was  a lso  born  there .  But

he  was a  wanderer ,  he  l i ked  to  ge t  a round.  They  went  on  a  wedd ' ing  t r ip '  I

don ' t  know how.  But  they  went  down to  Ca l i fo rn ia .

Now,  th ' i s  i s  your . . .

That ' s  my mother .

Your  mother 's  fa ther?

My mother 's  fa ther 's  mother .  The o ther  was my fa ther rs  mother .

How' in  the  wor ld  tha t  wou ld  have been.  I  wonder  when tha t  was '  then.

I t  was  dur ing  the  Go ld  Rush because my aunt  d jed  a  shor t  t ime ago.  When

she was break ing  up  her  home she sent  me th is  go ld  buck le  and she sa id '

"Th js  i s  the  buck le  tha t  my fa ther  had made fo r  my mother . "  I t  was  the

f i rs t  go ld  tha t  he  go t  f rom the  Go ld  Rush in  Ca l j fo rn ja .  They  went  ou t

there .  Then they  f ina l l y  moved.  I  say  he  moved- -he  l i ked  to  move.  They

moved down to  nor thern  Ca l j fo rn ia .  They  f ina l l y  ended up  in  V ic to r ia '
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t-.t .

G:

Br i t i sh  Co lumb ia .  I ' ve  heard ' i t  sa id  tha t  she  sa id ,  "0h ,  ho ld  on ,  l , r l i l son .

t^ le can get along."  "No. I  have to go away. I  have some business I  have

to  a t tend  to . "  I  don ' t  know i f  they  were  l i v ing  in  a  log  cab in  o r  wha t ,

but I 'm sure not very much. He lef t  her wi th my mother and my aunt Emma.

He went away. He was going to be back soon. One year passed and she never

heard  f rom h im,  no ta  word .  She dec ided he  had been k i l led ,  he  had d jed  or

someth ing .  So she dec ided shd 'd  go  back  home.  He le f t  her  money to  g ive

to  the  Ind ians .  He 'd  come in to  the  house to  see the  wh i te  baby .  She was

the f i rst  whi te baby, the only whj te baby around there.  But anyway, she

sold my furni tune, the house to get the t ransportat ion,  They had to go

c lear  a round the  horn  to  ge t  up  to  V ic to r ia .  She went  th rough K ings ton .

To eas t  Connect icu t .

They went c lean around there.  She hardly no more than lef t  when her husband

turned up .  He asked the  Ind ians  whene h is  w i fe  was,  so  they  to ld  h im tha t

she had gone up  to  her  peop le .  He go t  a  boat  and went  up  there ,  too .

That 's  rea l l y  qu i te  a  s to ry .  So they  s tayed in  eas tern  Canada then?

They s tayed there .  I  don ' t  knowhow he go t  th is  ranch ou t  jn  New Mex ico .

Th is  i s  your  mother ' s  fam ' i1y .  I  wonder  how he  d id .  Now tha t ' s  jn te res t ing .

I  don ' t  know how he go t  ' i t .

Do  you  th ink  i t  had  someth ing  to  do  w i th  h is  dea l ings  when he  was  in . . .?

I  don ' t  know,  I  donr t  know.  I ' ve  never  been to  the  Be l l  Ranch.  There

ane a  lo t  o f  books  wr i t ten  on  the  Be l l  Ranch.

Yes,  now,  what  par t  o f  New Mex ico  is  i t  in?

I t ' s  no t  fa r  f rom Tucumcar i .

0h ,  yes ,  up  there  in  the  g rass lands .  D id  the  fam ' i1y  l j ve  ou t  here  then?

D' id they come out af ter  leaving Canada?
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G:

H :

G :

H :

G:

H:

G:

H :

b :

H:

b :

H:

G:

H :

No, no. My mother came out here when she developed.

tubercu los is .

But  I  mean your  mother 's  fami ly  own ing  th is  ranch.

in  absentee .

. . I  guess  i t  was

They ran  ' i t ,  ev ident ly ,

Yes .  He wou ld  come out  here  o f ten .

Then he  cer ta ' in1y  must  have been do ing  a l  l  r igh t  f  inanc ia ' |1y .

He h a d b ' ig poker games, I  have heard.

Rea11y? He 'd  come out  and a l l  the  men I  guess  wou ld  ge t  together .  Have

you heard any more stor ies about the ranch?

I  can ' t  th ink  o f  any .

D id  he  do  any th ing  in  the  Eas t  then?

I  don ' t  know.  But  you know,  a f te r  a  t ime I  guess  my grandmother  go t  s ick

and  t i red  o f  th i s  l i f e .  I  wou ldn ' t  b lame her .  They  were  d ivo rced .

They were?

A few years before he died. My mother then l jved in the house that he owned

on Romerov i l le .  I t  was  about  s ix  mi les  f rom Las  Vegas.  [ , r le  used to  love  to

go down there  and have p icn ics .  Everybody d id .  I t  was  a  beaut i fu l  house.

I t  was  a  French-s ty1e house.  He imag ined bu i ld ing  a  French-s ty1e house

lou ts ide l  o f  Las  Vegas.  But  tha t ' s  what  they  d jd .  That ' s  where  my bro ther

was born.  He marr ied somebody who was very much younger than he, very,  very

much younger - -a ' lmost  my mother 's  age.  I t  made the  fami ly  very  upset  w i th

my mothen tha t  she  wou ld  le t  them be mar r ied  in  her  res idencen when she sa ' id ,

"Made l ine ,  wha t  cou ld  I  do?  I t  was  h is  house . "

Tha t ' s  r igh t .  ( ' l augh te r )

Bu t  f she /  cou ldn ' t  do  any th ing  e lse .

He sounds l i ke  he  must  have been qu i te  a  charac ter .
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He was mar r ied  there .  I  don ' t  know what  he  d id .  He was ' in  New York .  He

was go ing  ups ta i rs  to  have a  paper  s igned;  runn ing  ups ta i rs  and he  had a

hear t  a t tack  and d ied .  They  sa id  i f  the  paper  had been s igned he  wou ld  have

been  a  m i l l j ona i re  aga ' in .  Bu t  the ,  the  paper  was  no t  s igned .  He  d ied  a

pauper .

H: He d' ied a pauper l  I  wonder why. Was he a poor manager?

G:  I  guess  every th ing  Was in  th i s  one  sack  tha t  he  was . . .one  paper  and  i t

wasn ' t  s igned .

H:  D id  he  own a  ranch when he  d ' ied?

G:  I  don ' t  know i f  he  d id  on  no t .

H:  You say  you used to  go  on  p icn ics?

G:  I  mean,  we 'd  go  on  p icn ics  ou t  to  Romerov i l l e .  Tha t  was  s ix  m i les  f rom

Las Vegas.

H:  I t '  s  sou th  I  be l  ' i eve ,  i  sn '  t  j  t ?

G:  l ^ le11,  you  pass  i t  coming down,  go jng  to  A lbuquerque.

H:  D id  you f jnd  the  w jn te rs  ou t  there  awfu l l y  harsh?

G:  0 f  course ,  I ' ve  never  been there .

H :  I t ' s  a  d i f fe ren t  way  o f  l j f e  than  i t  i s  he re .

G:  I ' d  never  been  here ,  see .

H:  I  know you d idn ' t  know then.  Look ing  back ,  I  jus t  wondered.

G:  Yes .  Th is  weather  seems a lmost  l i ke  New Mex ican w in te r .

H:  More  l i ke  Las  Vegas than E l  Paso,  tha t ' s  fo r  sure .  I  know Las  Vegas seems

more  l i ke  an  eas tern  town than j t  rea l l y  does .  0 f  course ,  be ing  on  the  edge

of  the  p la jns  there ,  the  houses  and what  no t  a re  so  d j f fe ren t  than the  res t

o f  New Mex ico .  I t ' s  a lmos t  I  i ke  i t  wasn ' t  a  par t  o f  New Mex ' i co .  I t  doesn ' t

show the  Mex ican and the  span ish  and Ind jan  / in t luenceT.

15

G:
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G: I remember my fa the r ,  he 'd  a lways  pu1 ' l  t he  b l i nds  a t  n igh t  because  he  had

.  He  was  a l l  a f ra id  the re  m igh t  be  some shoo t ing  o r  some-these

th' ing .

h las  there  a  lo t  o f  law lessness? You know,  E l  Paso was such a  w ide-open

place in those days. I  wonder do you remember Las Vegas /as Ueing/ that  way?

I  don ' t  remember .

D ld  i t  have a  boom town a tmosphere  or  was  i t  a  l i t t le  b j t  more  s tab le?

I  jus t  don ' t  know.

You were  busy  I  guess  w i th  schoo l .  Was there  much soc ia l  I  i fe  ou t  there ,

lvlrs . Gehri ng?

16

H:

b :

H:

H :

G : Wel l ,  we  a lways  had  lo ts  o f  fun .

us .  We had c lubs  and so  fo r th .

I  was young, you know. Just  a crowd of

/_PAUSV

H:  I  was  read ing  th is  a r t i c le  o f  someth ing  about  Governor  0 te ro .  Do you

G:

H :

G :

H :

remember any of  the people in Santa Fe?

I remember Governor Otero real wel 1 I remember he thought I ought to know

how to type. I  wish I  knew how to type now. He brought an old typewri ter

over to me. I  remember that  real  wel  I  .

l ' las he a nice man?

He was a  n ice  man.  He was k ind  o f  shor t .  Bu t  he  was a  very  n ice  man.

I  wonder why he fel t  that  you should have that exper ience. Did he say why?

Do you have any ' idea?

No.  He sa id ,  "You ought  to  know how to  type ,  Made l ine . "

D jd  he  have many ch i ld ren  o f  h js  own?

I  can on ly  th ink  o f  one,  bu t  he  may have had more .  I  don ' t  know.

D id  you  ever  know h is  w i fe  a t  a l l ?
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No .  I  don ' t  know r ' f  she  was  dead  o r  wha t .  Fo r  some t ime  he 'd  though t

New Mex ico  wou ld  be  a  s ta te .  i iHe  had  th i s  f l ag  made  to  be  ho i s ted  up  a t

New Mexico when i t  was a s tate.  I t  was ready and wai t ing.  And ' i t  was

ready  and  wa i t i ng .  So  they  used  tha t  f l ag  when  they  ca l l ed  me  to  go  ove r

the re  and  ho i s t  t he  f1ag .  Then  tha t  n igh t ,  why ,  t he re  were  bon f i res  a l l

ove r  t he  p lace ,  espec ia l ] y  ou t  i n  F t .  Marc ie .  F t .  Marc ' i e  was  k ind  o f  up

above  San ta  Fe .  R igh t  j n  San ta  Fe ,  you  m igh t  say ,  bu t  k ind  o f  h ' i gh .  The re

were  bon f i res  a l l  ove r  t he re ,  espec ia l l y .

H:  I  d idn ' t  rea l j ze  tha t  F t .  Marc ie  was tha t  c lose .  Do you remember  any  o f

the  o ther  fami l ies  tha t  you  a1 l  were  f r iend ly  w i th  dur ing  the  two years

tha t  you  were  l i v ing  ' in  Santa  Fe?

G:

H :

G :

H :

I  remember the Lawthrons. They were not Republ icans ( laughter) ,  they were

Democrats.  They had two daughters but I  forget their  names. I  used to go

around w j th  Ra lph  Sparks .  H js  fa ther  has  a  te lephone company there .  When

we moved to  Santa  Fe,  we l1 ,  Ra lph  go t  on  the  te lephone and ta lked  to  me fo r

an  hour ,  ha l f  an  hour .  D idn ' t  cos t  h im a  d ime.  ( laugh te r )  When I ' d  been

down here- - I  th ink  he 's  d ied  now--he  and h js  w i fe  had moved down to  Pecos '

I  th ink  i t  was .  He 'd  ca l l  me once or  tw ice  when he  came up here .  I  th ink

he d ied .  Mrs .  Win ters ,  she  v is i ted  me in  Las  Vegas.  I  fo rge t  what  her  f i rs t

name was.  Win ters  was her  las t  name.

D' id you f ind that the people in Santa Fe were any di f ferent f rom the ones

in  Las  Vegas?

No.

Did  you I  i ke  i t  ius t  as  we l l  o r  perhaps  be t te r  than /Las  Vegas/ -?

I  I ' i ke  i t  a l ' l  r i gh t .

Were they f r iendly?

77

G:

A .

u .
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G:

H .

G:

1B

H:

Yes,  they  were  n ice .

Were  mos t  o f  the  peop le  Repub l i cans ,  then ,0 r . . .?

I  don ' t  know i f  most  o f  them were  or  no t .  Bu t  o f  course  I ' ve  a lways  been a

Repub ' l i can .  ( ' l aughter )  I  knew the  Repub l ican  peop ' le  be t te r .

D id  you have a  fee l  ing  o f - -you cer ta in ly  must  have w i th  your  fa ther  be ing

who he was- -o f  po l i ca l  loya l ty  to  the  Repub l icans  and so  fo r th?  Do you

remember much tal  k about i t  in the fami ly?

No,  I  don ' t .  0 f  course ,  the  fami ly  was my mother  and fa ther  and myse l f .

My bnother  was away a t  co l lege a l l  the  t jme,  you see.  kJe  were  there .  He 'd

come home for summer vacat ion but he always got a iob someplace and he was

out  on  the  road l j ke  in  the  eng ineer ing  group.  So he  was never  home much.

I t  was real ly just  my nrcther and my father and mysel f .

Were you able to spend much t jme with your father or did he have very much

free t ime?

My father and I  were very good fr iends.

C l  ose?

Very c lose. I  can remember when we went to Detroi t ,  we went up there and

I  had these masto jds .  I  had th ree  opera t ions .  The f i rs t  one was down a t

the  Las  Vegas Hosp i ta l .  The second one was done on  our  k j tchen tab le .

( laughter )  The th i rd  one was done in  S t .  An thony 's  San i ta r ium there .  He

d idn ' t  have much cho ice .  The doc tor  was  per fec t l y  w i l l i ng  tha t  I  go  away,

and suggested  tha t  we go  to  th is  Dr .  P ie rce  jn  Ch jcago.  So we went  to  a

Dr .  P ie rce  in  Ch icago.  He sa id  j t  wou ld  be  a l l  r igh t  fo r  me to  go  over  to

Detroi t  where my brother was. He recommended someone there.  So we went to

Dr.  whatever hr ls name was in Detroi t  and we were there unt i l  the 31st of

0ctober;  we went jn June. I  was having treatment every day on these ears.

H:
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My father and i  used to go to the footbal l  games. I  remember that .

0h ,  you  d id?  Who was p lay ing?

The b ig  lames.

You mean the  co l lege games?

0h,  no ,  I  mean the  b ig  games.  I  don ' t  know what  you ca l l  them.

You mean in the East?

Yes .

I  see ,  in  the  Eas t .  The  Ivy  League . . .we l1 ,  no t  I vy  League .  Bu t  th i s  was

when you were young.

Th is  was when I  was  about  16  years  o1d.  He a lways  took  me.  We went  together .

We were  very  c1ose.  He 'd  take  me to  the  doc tor  every  morn ing .  We had an

apartment not too far  f rom the doctor 's of f ice.  There was a park about

two b locks  away"  My mother  wou ld  s i t  there  c rochet ing  wh i le  we went  to  the

doc tor .

H: How wonderful l  He was able to take the t ime to l6e wi t f r  you/.

G:  We11,  he  wasn ' t  busy  then .  He  wasn ' t  i n  any  bus iness  then  because  a f te r  he

was governor he ret i red.

He d id?  I  see .  He d idn ' t  do  any th ing  then.  Was he  re t i rement  age?

I  th ' ink  he  was.  He was pas t  s ix ty .  I  don ' t  know i f  he  was re t i rement  age

or  no t ,  bu t  he  was pas t  s ix ty .  I  th ink  he  was 64  when he  d ied .  So he

wasn ' t  qu i te  what  we ca l l  re t i rement  age.

A lmost .  He must  have been a  l i t t le  b i t  o lder  when you were  born  then.

Yes ,  he  was .

What  k ind  o f  man was he ,  Mrs .  Gehr ing?

That '  s  h  i  s  p ' i  c tu re  r igh t  up  there .

I s  i t?  He 's  ve ry  d is t ingu ished  look ing .

19
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G:

u .

A p ic tu re  o f  my mother  and fa ther .

He looks  l i ke  a  $overnor ,  I  wou ld  say .  Very  de f in i te ly .

qu ie t ,  o r  wou ld  you say  a  dynamic ,  fo rce fu l  ind iv idua l?

I  th ink  he  had  h i  s  own op in ' i ons .

D id  he?

Yes .

What k ind of  lawyer was he? l^ las he very f iery or more on

s ide?

I  rea l l y  donr t  know.

Did  you ever  see h im in  cour t?

No,  I  never  d id .

Was he rather

the conservat ' ive

G:

G:

Do you think there was any reason for that  or  just  you never happened to t ioTl

No ,  I  j us t  don ' t  know.

Never were interested in going. Did you hear him speak much when he was

governor?

Now and then a t  schoo l  th ings  he  go t  up  and ta lked .

Af te r  you  graduated  f rom h igh  schoo l  d id  you go  on  to  co l lege?

No,  I  d jdn ' t .  I  was  i l l  a l l  t he  t jme .  Rea l l y  fo r  abou t  s i x  om e igh t  years

I  was  s ick  a l l  the  t ime ,  I ' d  say  the  t ime I  shou ld  have  been  ou t  hav ing  a

grand t ime.

You d ' idn ' t  have a  gneat  dea l

I  wen t  ou t  bu t  I  d idn ' t  have

You ment ioned tha t  inc ident

wonder how they happened to

I  th ink  they  were  d isgus ted .

they  gave  me th js . . .maybe  i t

o f  soc ' ia l  I  i f e  then ,  I  guess ,  rea ]1y .

a  g rea t  dea l  o f  soc ja l  l j f e .

about  the  opera t ion  on  the  k i tchen tab le .

do  i t  there  ra ther  than jn  a  hosp ' i ta l?

At the Las Vegas Hospi ta ' l  I  can remember that

was ether,  I  don' t  know. They gave me something
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at  n ine  o ' c lock  in  the  nnrn ing  o r  B :00 .  I  d idn ' t  come ou t  un t i l  4 :00

that af ternoon. I  heard people ta lk ing about i t .  They were pret ty mad

about  i t .

They were worr ied?

I  th ink  j t  was  th js  ear .  I  don ' t  hear  ve ry  w i l l  i n  th i s  ear  even  now.  They

were mad about i t .  I  know then i t  went on for about two months.  They were

t rea t ing  i t  a l l  the  t ime.  In  the  f i rs t  p1ace,  my fa ther  was jn  Santa  Fe

when I  became i l l .  My  n ro ther  phoned  h im.  He  sa id ,  " I ' l l  be  r igh t  home. "

He sa id  to  Dr .  Losee ,  " I 'm  go ing  to  take  Made l ine  up  to  Denver . "  He  sa id '

"Very  we l l ,  do  tha t .  I 'm wash ing  my hands o f  the  who le  th ing  r igh t  now. "

"You know you ' re  a f ra id  to  then. "  He le t  Dr .  Losee do  i t  jn  Las  Vegas '

the  opera t ion .  I  l i ked  Dr .  Losee .  He 'd  ca l l  me a l1  fancy  names.  I  l i ked

him. They brought my brother home, I  remember.  He was in Yale then and

brought  h im home.  I  had the  second opera t ion .  I  can  remember  hear ing  the

ma id  ou t  the re  sc rubb ing  tha t  k i t chen .  She  sc rubbed  j t  l i ke  nobody 's  bus iness .

I  sa id ,  "Why  a re  you  do ing  tha t? "  "We l , l  ,  i t  j us t  needs  j t ,  tha t ' s  a l . l  . "

Then they  to ld  me I  was  go ing  to  be  opera ted  in  the  k i tchen in  my own house.

Bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  imag ine  such  a  th ing  now.

Did  they  have someone come in  to  g ive  you anes thes ia?

Yes,  I  guess  they  d id .  I  never  thought  about  tha t .

That ' s  very  in te res t ing .  Perhaps  the  med ica l  care  was no twhat  i t  m igh t  have

been .

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  i t  was .

I  guess  the  popu la t ion  o f  Las  Vegas ius t  sor t  o f  reached a  po in t  o f . . .  I

can  jus t  imag ' ine  because i t  cer ta in ' l y  has  no t  been a  success fu l l y  g rowing

c ' i t y .
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Yes.  Grant  Ke l1y  was a  boy  doc tor .  Groz  Ke l ly ,  a  who lesa le  p ' lace ,  tha t

was  a  b ig  p1ace .  i l f l e t ' s  was  a  b ig  p1ace .  Tha t  was  rea l l y  abou t  the  on ly

two bu i ld ings  in  town,  on" ly  two b ig  bus inesses  jn  town tha t  I  can  th ink  o f .

0 f  course ,  they 'ne  bo th  gone now.

I  know at one t ime El  Paso obta' ined their  coal  f rom Las Vegas. But the

supp ly  must  have run  ou t .  That  was  dur jng  the  '80s ,  o f  course .

I  remember  tha t  up  the  canyon every  w in te r  we 'd  supp ly  Santa  Fe w i th  a l l

the i r  i ce .

H :  Tha t ' s  r igh t .  I t  was  the  i ce .  I  remember  nead ing  th is  abou t  the '80s ,  too ,

tha t  the  t ra jns ,  I  guess ,  used to  go  up  to  Las  Vegas and they  go t  i t  f rom

a canyon.  R igh t?

G:  Yes ,  up  the  canyon- -Ga l l jnas  Canyon.  0 f  course ,  we used to  love  to  go  up

there  and ska te .

Was i t  ius t  a  huge pond?

No.  There  were  s ix  dams,  as  they  ca l led  them.  They  had lo ts  o f  ra in  and

snow.  They  used to  supp ly  to  Santa  Fe,  I  th jnk ,  a l l  the  way f rom Ch icago

to  Ca l  i fo rn ia  the i r  i ce .

I  wonder  how la te  i t  las ted  in  the  year .

I  don ' t  know.

I  guess  i t ' s  co ld  up  there  un t i l  what ,  Apr i l  o r  May?

I  donr t  know.

I  have always wondered what they would do.

I  a ' lways  used to  th jnk  i t  was  warm here  in  Apr i1 .  ( laughter )

Th is  year  we found ou t ,  haven ' t  we?

There used to be a t ra in that  ran up there,  up to the dam that was open and

ready  to  ska te  ou t .  A  who le  c rowd o f  us  wou ld  go  ge t  our  j ce  ska tes  and we 'd

22
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go up  there  and ska te .  The t ra in  wou ld  b r ing  us  back .

Did they use the same train for  carry ' ing the ice?

I  don ' t  know.  Pr "obab ly  d id .  Loaded i t  up  f rom one o f  the  o ther  dams

whi le  we were  ska t ing .

Was that when you were perhaps in your teens?

In  my teens .

I  suppose tha t  was  perhaps  one o f  the  main  economic . . .

Wel1 ,  you  know,  in  Las  Vegas un t j l  they  opened Grand Canyon i t  was  qu i te  a

resort .  They had a Montezuma Hotel  about s jx mi les up from Las Vegas up

in the canyon, the Montezuma Canyon. There was sw' imming there in the sumrner.

I  th ink they had a Thnckey/ p1ace. I  remember how beaut i fu l  the place was

going up to the I ' lontezuma. When they opened up Grand Canyon, why, that  iust

k ind of  went dead. Santa Fe didn' t  advert ise j t  anymore because Nn"[

they 'd  hau l  passengers  f rom the  Eas t ,  they 'd  hau l  them fu r ther  when they

went to Grand Canyon.

I  guess  they  must  have taken them to  A lbuquerque to  ge t  to  LasVegas.  They

must  have taken them to  A ' lbuquerque and then nor th .

No,  I  th ink  the  t ra in  came r igh t  th rough.

From the  Eas t  d id  i t?

Yes .  San ta  Fe  d id .

Yes ,  yes  i t  was  the  Santa  Fe,  tha t ' s  r igh t .  Went  up  to  Las  Vegas and then

what ,  over  to  Tucumcar i?

No,  i t  went  to  Las  Vegas r igh t  on  and to  Tr in idad,  Co lorado.  I f  you  wanted

to  go  to  Denver  you 'd  have to  take  another  t ra jn .  They 'd  pu l l  o f f  tha t  car ,

one car  to  go  to  Denven,  I  guess .  The res t  o f  the  t ra in  went  on  to  Kansas .

D id  you a '11  ever  go  up  in to  Co lorado?

H:

G:

l J .

t-t .

c .

u .
t t .

c .

H:
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We'd  used to  go  o f ten .

D id  you?

Yes .

0n  the  t ra in?

Yes .

To Denver?

To Denver.  I , . le used to l ike to go up to the stores and stay at  the Brown

Pal ace Hotel  .

How marve lous i  You d id  a  lo t  o f  your  shopp ing  there  then.

Yesterday I  went out wi th a f r iend. She wanted to go out and eat.  She

took me down to eat at  the Union Depot,  you know, the Del Norte.  We sat

jn  the  De l  Nor te  there  and she sa id ,  "You know,  th is  remjnds  me o f  the  Brown

Pa lace  Hote l  j n  Denven . "  I  sa id ,  "Yes ,  i t  ce r ta in ly  does . "

The same a tmosphere ,  I  guess .  The very  qu ie t ,  e1egant . . .

Very  e legant ,  o rna te .

That  must  have been tenr ib ly  exc i t ing  fo r  you ,  then.  I ^ las  j t  usua l l y  jus t

you and your  mother  o r  d id  your  fa ther  go  a long?

Jus t  mother  and I .  I  th ink  tha t  was  pnobab ly  a f te r  my fa ther  d ' ied .  I

though t  herd  l j ve  to  be  an  o1d ,  o1d  man.  He  was  64  when he  d ied .

I  d idn ' t  ask  you .  What  d id  he  d ie  o f?

He had a  hear t  a t tack .  One n igh t  he  had pneumonia .  Herd  been in  bed.  I

guess  j t  was  a  hear t  a t tack .  l , . le  had a  nurse  there .  I  don ' t  know i f  she

was there at  n ight on not but my mother t iptoed in his room to get something

and  she  came ou t  and  sa id ,  "Made ' l i ne ,  I  can ' t  hear  your  fa ther  b rea th jng . "

So they  looked in to  i t  and  he  had gone.

What  a  shame.H:
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G: But  I  remember  jus t  tha t  i t  was  a  Saturday  n igh t  be fore  Chr is tmas;  Chr is tmas

was the next day. But I  remember the Sunday before that  I  had some fr iends.

He dressed up  and pu t  on  h is  cu t -a -wdY,  do  you ca l l  i t?  H is  coat?  He was

qu i te  d ressy .

D id  he  I  i ke  to  wean lo ts  o f  fancy  c lo thes?

Yes .

What  about  you and your  mother?  D id  your  mother  soc ia l i ze  a  lo t  even though

you were  s ick?

Yes,  she d id .  b le  a lways  had good he lp  a round the  house.

Yes,  tha t ' s  one th ing  I  wanted  to  ask .  l ^ las  j t  Mex jcan he lp  o r  Negro?

We11,  some Negroes .  I  don ' t  th ink  we  ever  had  any  Mex icans .

I  guess  they ' re  jus t  weren ' t  any  in  Las  Vegas.  And Ang ' lo ,  d id  you have some

Ang1o,  too .

Some Ang ' lo .  You see,  I  donr t  know any th ' ing  about  E1 Paso.

You  don ' tneed to .  I  shou ld  have  made tha t  c lea r  tha t  tha t ' s  no t  a l l  tha t

we ' re  in te res ted  in .  You 've  led  a  ve ry  in te res t jng  1 i fe .  You  can  th row

so much l igh t  on  th ings  and g ' i ve  us  an  jdea o f  o ther  th " ings  tha t  a re  impor tan t ,

too .  A l l  o f  h is to ry  i s  impor tan t ,  no t  ius t  E l  Paso.

We came here.  We were marr jed in August,  19i9.  Then we came here in 1920,

jn  October  o f  1920.  My husband was in  Wor ld  War  I .  I  had  ordered the

inv i ta t ions  and my mother  Was so  mad a t  me.  She sa id ,  " I rve  never  heard  o f

o rder ing  inv i ta t ions  be fore  the  husband- to -be  comes back .  Maybe he  won ' t

wan t  to  mar ry  you . "  ( l augh te r )  I  sa id ,  " | l | e l l ,  I ' l l  t ake  a  chance  on  i t . "

I  ordered the invi tat ions except for  the date.  Then they engraved the date in

when he  go t  back .

Where  d ' id  you meet  h im,  Mrs .  Gehr ing?

H:

n .

H :

G :

H :

G :

H :

G :

H :

n .

H :



Gehr i  ng 26

G: He  l i ved  i n  Las  Vegas .  He  l i ved  j us t  a  b l ock  f r om us .  He  was  a  good  f r i end

o f  my  bno the r ' s .

He  was?

They p layed together  a l l  the t ime.  So I  had known h im for  many,  many years.

Before he went  I  had my d iamond r ing,  before he went  to  Germany,  before he

went  to  the Army.  He was sent  to  Germany.  He was in  four  or  f ive maior

ba t t l es ;  came ou t  w i thou t  a  sc ra tch .  He  was  ve ry  fo r tuna te .  He  was  so  mad .

He wanted to go to school over there and everybody began coming home except

h im .  They  wou ldn ' t  l e t  h jm  ou t .  They  had  to  ac tua l ' l y

t o  s tay .  He  d i dn ' t  ge t  ou t  un t i l . . . he  was  d i scha rged

Had he gone to co l  1  ege at  a l  I  before then?

.  He  had

H :

G :

down in  E l  Paso.

H:

G:

H :

G :

G :

H :

n .

t-J .

Yes,  he  had  gone  to  co l lege .  He  had  no t  f j n i shed  though .  He  never  d id  f i n i sh .

Where  d id  he  go  to  co1 ' lege?

He went  to  Un ivers i ; t y  o f  Ind iana.  He wasn ' t  very  we l l  so  he  went  to  the

Univers i ty  o f  Co lorado.  Then he  went  to  the  Un jvers i ty  o f  Tou louse in

France wh i le  he  was in  the  Army.

For  jus t  a  shor t  per iod  o f  t jme?

For about a term or something.

What  d id  he  major  in  then?

I  don ' t  know.

What type of  th ings did you a1' l  do when you were dat ing and what not for

amusement?

I  don ' t  know.  ( laugh te r )

Bes ides  ska t ing  on  the  ice?

Going  to  mov ies  fo r  ten  cents  a  mov ie  an  even ing .

You th jnk  there  was much cu l tu re ' in  Las  Vegas? D id  they  have any th ing  in
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the way of concerts?

No.

I  guess they were real ly k jnd of  of f  the beaten path.  I  know El Paso had

so many of  those advantages. I  wonder how many years i t  was a resort  town

then .  Tha t ' s  someth ing  I  ce r ta in ly  d idnr t  know.

That  was up  in  l r4ontezuma Hote l  .  I t  was  tu rned over . . . I  th ink  the  Jesu i ts

have i t .  F i rs t  I  remember  go ing  up  there  when Jack  Johnson the  f igh ter  and

Ed F lynn were  go ing  to  f igh t .  They  were  go ing  to  f jgh t  in  Las  Vegas.  Jack

Johnson engaged the  Montezuma Hote l ,  I  don ' t  know' i f  you  ca l l  i t  engaged.

But anyway, he pract iced up there and we used to go up there and watch him.

A f te r  tha t  the  Jesu i t s  took  i t  over .  I  don ' t  know who has  i t .  I  th ink ' i t ' s

a  schoo l  now bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  be  su re .

A lo t  o f  peop le  f rom the  Eas t ,  then,  came out .

They used to have swel l  dances up there,  so I  heard my mother say.  I  was

rea l l y  young ,  Jou  know.  Bu t  i t ' s  a  beau t i fu l  p1ace .  I  on ly  have  one  f r iend

le f t  in  Las  Vegas,  and tha t ls  my fo rmer  rec to r ' s  son  who s t i l l  l i ves  there

/_Tr {  has , ,a  d rug  s to re .  He mar r ied  my bes t  f r iend  and she 's  d ied .  Nobody 's

there  anymore .  I  don ' t  even want  to  go  ou t .

Peop le  have jus t  rea l ' l y  1e f t .  Were  there  very  many churches  in  the  days

when you were there?

There 's  the  Method is t . . .one  o f  each  k jnd ,  I  guess .

Would  you ca l l  i t  a  church-go ing  town or  do  you th ink  peop le  a t tend i t  very

much ?

I  th jnk  they  a t tended pre t ty  we l l .  Bu t  there  are  o ther  th ings .  There 's

Ep iscopa l  and  a  coup le  o f  Ca tho l i c  churches ,  and  Bap t i s t ,  Method is t .  I  don ' t

know what  e lse  there  was.

H:

G:



Gehri ng 28

H:

G:

I guess that just  about covers the waterfront;  not  part icu ' lar ' ly  church

atmosphere. Were there many ranchers?

They opened up  the  mesa.  I  don ' tknowhow fa r  above Las  Vegas i t  was  bu t  I

th ink  i t  was  to  the  eas t .  They  t r ied  to  make i t  a  fa rming  communi ty .  I

know my husband,  he  was se l l ing  rea l  es ta te  a t  tha t  t ime.  He so ld  h imse l f

th is p ' lace that they used to develop. I  don' t  know i f  there was anybody

tha t  wars  rea11y  success fu l  there  or  no t .

That  wou ld  have been in  the  '20s ,  then,  r igh t?

Yes .

After you a1l  were marnied?

No, before we were marr ied.

Before you were marr ied.  I  wonder i f  there were very many people who part i -

c ipa ted  in  i t .

I  j us t  don ' t  know.

I  d idn r t  know abou t  tha t . I t  shou ld  be  good  g raz ing  land  up  there ,  shou ldn ' t

i t ?

Yes .

I t ' s  g rassy ,  the  g rass lands  in  par t i cu la r .

I  don ' t  know what  they ' re  do ing  w i th  j t  now.  I  have no  jdea.

You don ' t  remember  then too  many peop le ,say , l i v ing  in  ou t lay ing  ranches  or

anything and comjng into town?

No.

I 'm wonder ing  what  the  main  resource  o f  the  town was.

There  rea l l y  wasn ' t  any  ma in  resource .  There  rea l l y  wasn ' t  any th ing .

Were there very many lawyers as you remember?

I  don ' t  know how many you wou ld  ca l l  many.  I  imag ine  as  many as  there  were

A .

H:
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u .
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H :

doctors .

I  wonder  what  the  po l  i t i ca l  s i tua t ion  was? Were  there  any  po l  i t i ca l

squabb ' le  s  ?

I  th ink  there  are  squabb les  in  every  town,  don ' t  you?

Yes.  ( laughter )  Some seem to  be  v 'o rse  than o thers .  E l  Paso has  had such a

ra ther  w ' i1d  po l  i t i ca l  h is to ry  a t  t imes.

I 'm  g lad  tha t  las t  e lec t ion  i s  over .

Yes .  i  th ink  we ' re  a l l  re l ' i eved .  I t  took  long  enough  to  ge t  i t  a l l  t aken

care  o f .  Wel l ,  I  guess  you a1 l  must  have r idden the  t ra in  jus t  about  every

p lace  tha t  you  went .

Yes. In those days I  remember my father had a pass. Just  because he was

a iudge they  gave h im a  pass .  0 r  I  don ' t  know j f  he  ordered i t  fo r  h imse l f

and  fo r  h is  fami l y  o r  wha t .  Bu t  he  d jdn ' t  apprec ia te  i t ,  he  d idn ' t  l i ke  i t

ve ry  much .  He  d idn ' t th ink they  ough t  to  do  i t .  i  donr t  know how much  he

used i t .  But I  remember one t ime go' ing to Grand Canyon, going to the Al tovar

and we stayed there.  I  remember ( laughter)  my brother took of f  h is t rousers

and put them under the mattress.  He was going to press them that way. I

was  so  mad.  I t ' s  funny  how you can remember  these th ings .

Yes ,  tha t rs  r igh t .

Because I  was  s leep ing  w i th  my bro ther .  I t  made me so  mad tha t  he  pu t  h is

t rousers  under  there .

Were there very many people there when you went to the Grand Canyon?

Yes.  I t  was  very  popu lar .

How many other places were there to stay there besides the Al tovar? hlas

tha t  the  on ly  one?

I t ' s  the  on ly  one I  remember .

G:

G:

H :

G :

H :

H :

G :

G :
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Was that the Harvey House at  the t ime?

Yes .

I  guess  i t  s t i l l  i s .

See,  the  Casanada was a  Harvey  House jn  Las  Vegas.  A l l  these peop le ,  I  used

to  th ink  how wea l thy  they  must  be  to  spend a  who le  do l la r  and go  down there

and get a Sunday dinner.  (Laughter)  I  had a sandw' ich today downtown and

i t  was  $ t .SO.

Yes.  That  rea l l y  sends  you back ,  doesn ' t  i t?  Was tha t  the  ma ' in  p lace  to

eat  jn  Las  Vegas?

That  was the  p lace  to  ea t .

The on ly  one more  or  I  ess .

There  were  severa l  o ther  p laces .  But  there  was one p lace  where  we cou ld

get a meal for  25 cents,  I  remember.

Did you al1 eat out very much?

Not very much because we always had cooks. We had a German one who went

with us when we went to Santa Fe.

That 's great l  Were there very many Germans in Las Vegas?

I  don ' t  th ink  too  many .

G:

H :

n .

H :

n .

I  bet  they make great cooks. And

in  was whether  a lcoho l ic  beverages

jus t  w ine  w i th  mea ls ,  o r  whe ther . .

enterta i  n .

she  moved w i th  you.  One th ' ing  I 'm in te res ted

were served jn your home, whether i t  was

. For example,  when your father would

lde used to have l  iquor in the house.

You  d id?  Bu t  the  women d idn ' t  d r ink  i t ,  I  guess .

I  can' t  remember j f  they did or not.  I  remember they used to play cards

and they 'd  have a  dr ink .  But  I  don ' t  remember  what  the  women d jd .



Gehr i  ng

Did your parents entertain a great deal  in the home?

They always entertained in the home when they entertained.

But  I  mean,  d id  they  en ter ta in  a  lo t?

I  don ' t  know i f  you 'd  say  a  lo t ,  bu t  they  en ter ta ined.

Was there any kind of  a country c l  ub in Las Vegas at  a l  I  ?

No.  There  was an  E lk 's  C lub .  You cou ld  ren t  and go  down there .  That  was

qu i te  n ice .

Was i t?

I  th ink there was another c lub,  too,  because I  remember they gave a big

par ty  fo r  my fa ther .  What  was i t  ca l led? I  fo rge t .  Commerc ia l  C1ub,  I

th ink  i t  was .  I t  was  very  fancy .  That ' s  when he  went  over  to  Santa  Fe.

They  had a  band come up the  s t ree t .  They  sent  a  cab fo r  h im '  o r  I  don ' t

know i f  i t  was drawn by horses.

H:  0 f  course ,  they  d id  have cars .  I  know in  E l  Paso they  d id  as  ear ly  as ,  I

th ink ,  L907 ,  ' 06  somewhere  in  the re .

I  th ink  in  about  1913,  about  a round in  there ,  th ree  cars  came in to  Santa  Fe.

My father bought one. I  don' t  know who bought the other two but there were

three  cars  in  Santa  Fe.  Then Bronson Cut t ing  came out  fo r  h is  hea l th .  He

was a  mi l l iona i re  f rom New York .  He bnought  a  car  and a  chauf feur .  So

there  were  four  cars  in  Santa  Fe.  You d jdn ' t  have to  wor ry  too  much about . . .

Get t ing  run  over .

No .  ( laugh te r )
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H:

G:

0r  au tomobr ' l  e  acc idents .  I  imag ine

money  in  Las  Vegas .  I t  sounds  l j ke

very much money.

I  donr t  th ink  the re  were .

then there must not have been very much

there  weren ' t  many fami l jes  tha t  had



Gehr i  ng

That  would cer ta in ly  have af fected the economy,  kept  i t  f rom r"eal ly

g row ing  any  more  than  i t  d id .  You  say  th i s  man  was  B ronson  Cu t t i ng?

He  bu j l t  a  b i g  house  ou t  t he re .

I  wonder ,  d id  he s tay,  do you know?

He s tayed  a  l ong  t ' ime .  I  imag ine  by  now he ' s  d jed ,  o f  cou rse .  I  have

books ;w i th  a  l o t  o f  p i c tu res .  I  w j sh  I  had  them now.  Bu t  l as t  week  my

granddaughter  was here.  She goes to  school  in  Lubbock,  Texas Tech.  She

said she dec ' ided to  wr i te  a fami ly  h is tory .

H:  Tha t ' s  a  g rea t ' i dea .

G:  She wanted  to  know when I  cou ld  te l l  her .  Wel1 ,  I  cou ldn ' t  te l l  her  too

much.
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H:

G:

u .

G :
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