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Ai leen  Hasue  H i l l
b y  J o  A n n  H o v i o u s

Apr j l  10 ,  1973

, lH :  Now le t ' s  beg in -  I !d  l i ke  to  ask  you  jus t  a  l i t t l e  background  mate r ia l ,

when and where you were born -

AH:  Wel1 ,  my fa ther  was born ,  I  th ink ,  someplace in  Missour i ,  I  don ' t  remember

exac t ly .  I  shou ld  know,  and I  th ink  i t  i s  in  tha t  Out  o f  the  Deser t  book

tha t  0wen Whi te  wro te .  He has  qu i te  a  h is to ry  o f  my fa ther  in  there ,  as  he

has many o ld  t imers .  He was a  se l f -made man jn  tha t ,  as  a  boy  h is  mother

was mar r ied  aga in  and he  and h is  s tep fa ther  were  no t  too  f r iend ly ,  so  he

ran away f rom home.  But  he  wanted  to  be  educated .  He l i ved  w i th  h is  o lder  s is -

ter .  He came out to El  Paso very young, before he was twenty-one. And before

he came,  he  fe l l  in  love  w i th  my mother ,  who was F lo ra  Br inck  o f  Je f fe rson,

Texas .  She was convent  educated .  She went  in to  th is  schoo l  expec t ing  to

be a  nun.  0 f  course ,  in  tha t  ear ly  day  pub l ic  schoo ls  werenr t  too  good.

To ge t  an  educat ion  they  had to  more  or  less  go  to  p r iva te  schoo l .  We11,

they  fe l l  in  love .  She was 16  and he  was no t  qu i te  21  when they  mar r ied .

They  came to  E l  Paso over  land,  o f  course ,  because there  was no  ra j l -

roads. He wanted to be a lawyer.  He was a great reader and read everything

he cou ld  ge t  aho ld  o f .  He rea l l y  educated  h imse l f ,  bu t  th rough Je f fe rson

Dav is ,  who  was  then  Governor  o f  Texas ,  he  go t . . .we l l  he  d idn ' t  exac t l y  go  to

co l lege bu t  he  recogn ized tha t  he  had a  very  b r i l l i an t  young man and he

he lped h jm a l l  he  cou ld .  So my fa ther  then came on to  E l  Paso over  land- -

a  very  hard ,  d readfu l  t r ip .  They  l i ved  a  few nron ths  about  where  Kress '  i s

now in  a  l i t t le  adobe house.  The town was most ly  Mex icans .  Then they  nnved

to  what  j s  the  C iv ic  Center  today .  I t  was  the  home o f  Don Lu is  Card iz - - they

bought  i t  f rom h im- -a  very  beaut i fu l  o1d Span ish  home s imi la r  to  the  Magof f in

home today. 7_Tt wag/ bui l t  around a pat io.  That was considered at  that

t ime,  South  Santa  Fe St ree t ,  a  veny  n i rce  p lace  to  l i ve .  They  l i ved  there
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many years  and ra ised par t  o f  the i r  fami ly ,  a ' l though I  was  the  second one

born  in  what  la te r  was  the  br ick  house bu i l t  on  the  same proper ty .  I t

was the f i rst  br ick house in El  Paso. lTt  wag/very sma11 compared to the

other  one.

JH:  Was  i t  a  two  s to ry  house ,  Mrs .  H i l l ,  t he  b r i ck  house?

AH:  No,  i t  was  ius t  a  one s to ry .  La ter  the  proper ty  was so ld  and the  fami ly

moved.  But  a t  tha t  t ime,  the  fami ly  was most ly  ra jsed  there .  NV fa ther 'V

career  was cu t  in  the  bud,  so  to  speak ,  because he  deve loped tubercu los ' i s .

They  ca l led  i t  consumpt jon .  He  d ied  a t  42  years  o ld .  We11,  be fo re  he  d ied ,

he became very prominent jn El  Paso. He was consjdered a very f ine lawyer

and he  was E l  Paso 's  f j rs t  c i t y  a t to rney  and d js t r i c t  a t to rney .  He had h is

own law prac t ' i ce  f i rs t  w i th  Judge Fa1by,  an  o ld - t imer  o f  E l  Paso.  La ter ,

they  took  in  Judge Co ldwe l l ,  who had mar r jed  my mother 's  youngest  s is te r .

Judge Co ldwe l l  was  w i th  the  f i rm unt i l  he  d jed .  He l i ved  many years  la te r ,

Co ldwe l l  d ' id .  My fa ther  was o f fe red ,  jus t  be fore  he  d ied ,  a  b ig  f i rm in

of  course he never

cou ld ,  we l l ,  f rom 21

to forty-two.

He was a  very  care fu l  d resser .  In  tha t  day  and, t ime,  peop le  d idn ' t

care  too  much how they  looked or  any th ing .  You cou ld  a lways  see h im coming

down the  s t ree t  w j th  h is  go ld  cane and a  s j l k  handkerch ie f  in  h is  pocket ,

and very wel  l -groomed. Wel l  ,  he raised a large fami ly.  There were e ' ight

o f  us- - two boys  and s ix  g i r1s .  When my youngest  s is te r  was  jus t  two is  when

he d ied ,  and my mother  was a  w idow a l l  those years .  She l i ved  to  be  56 .

We l i ved  down on 105 South  Santa  Fe St ree t ,  wh ich  is  now the  C iv ic  Center .

JH:  In  wha t  year  were  you  born ,  Mrs .  H j l l ?

San Francisco. He was supposed to take /charge, andZ

cou ld .  He  p rac t i ced  h is  law in  E l  Paso ,  the  l i t t l e  he
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AH: h le l l ,  I 'm  85 ,  S0 . . .1888 ,  March  16 th .  I  have  two  younger  s i s te rs .  They

are  bo th  l i v ing .  One l i ves  in  F lo r ida  and  the  o ther  one  in  San  Bernad ino ,

Ca l i fo rn ia .  I  s t i l l  have  one  b ro ther  l i v ing ,  f i ve  years  o lder  than  I .  He

l i ves  in  San Bernad ino .  The res t  o f  us  a re ,  you  know,  a l l  gone.  My o ldes t

sister marr ied jn the Arrqy.  Her husband died as a ret ' i red general  .  And

my second sister marr ied in the Army. Her husband died very young as a

capta ' in  in  the  Army.  My s is te r  C la ra  never  mar r ied ,  bu t  she  l i ved  in  E l

Paso a l l  her  l i fe .  Then I  mar r ied  in  the  Army and,  o f  course ,  my husband

d jed  as  a  re t i red  co lone l .  My second younger  s is te r  mar r ied  a  newspaperman

of  Jacksonv i " l l e ,  F lo r ida .  She  i s  l i v ' i ng  bu t  he  i s  no t .  She  has  one  daugh te r

l i v ing .  Then my youngest  s is te r  mar r ied  a  bus inessman f rom M6x ico .  He 's

been dead many years .  So tha t  i s  the  fami ly  as  i t  i s  today .

What year was i t  then that your father died? Do you remember that?

No,  I  don ' t .  I  w ish  I  d id .  I  have  a  book  wr i t ten  abou t  h im by  0wen Whi te .

That  g ives  the  da te  o f  h is  b i r th  and h is  death  and o f  my mother .

Do you remember your father very wel I ?

Very  s1 igh t ly ,  because I  was  no t  qu i te  seven when he  d jed .  I  wou ld  be  seven

in  March  and he  d ied  in  December .

I t  must have been around 1895 then?

Yes ,  I  was  no t  qu i te  seven  years  o ld .  I  remember  h im look ing  1 ike . . .we  used

t o  t h ink  o f  h im  as  a  dandy .

:  Was he rather  shor t?

We11,  he  wasn ' t  ta l l .  He  was  abou t  average ,  I  th ink ,  bu t  s lender .

What  was  h is  temperament  and  h is  persona l i t y  l i ke?  Was he  qu ie t  0 r . . .?

No,  no .  He was k ind  o f  on  the  ho t -headed s ide .

D id  he  lose  h is  temper?

JH

AH

JH

AH

JH

AH

JH

AH

JH

AH

JH
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AH:  We1 ' I ,  I  th ink  he  d id .  As  I  say ,  i n  the  home he  d idn ' t .  Bu t  he  was  a  c r jm jna l

' lawyer 
and he had so many di f f icul t  cases that when he got on the stand he

was pre t ty  ho t -headed.  Now,  tha t  i s  more  or  less  hearsay ,  because I  never

saw h im.

JH:  You weren ' t  there .  Do you remember  any th ing  much be ' ing  sa id  in  the  fami ly

about  h js . . . you  know he was qu i te  ac t ive  in  the  c i ty  government .  He was

an alderman several  t imes. Do you remember any stor ies? He used to have

a great many conf l ic ts wi th Al lan Blacker.  Now, do you ever remember hear ing

about Blacker? I  know the two of  them seemed to always disagree on things.

AH:  We l l ,  o f  counse ,  B lacker  Was  one  o f  the  ear l y  lawyers .  I  don ' t  th jnk  he

and my father agreed on too many things, but i t  would be more or less what

I  heard in the fami ly.  I  was too young to real ly know. But I  remember

ta lk jng  about  a  case tha t  he  t r jed  jn  Judrez  about  s tea l ing  money.  I  th ' ink

tha t ' s  a l l  in  de ta i l  in  Out  o f  the  Deser t  by  0wen Whi te .  L ike  a l1  lawyers

have,  espec ia l l y  c r im jna l  lawyers ,  I  imag ine  he  had a  grea t  many enemies .

JH:  Do you th ink  h is  l i fe  miEht  no t  have been in  danger ,  somet jmes? He dabb led

' in  po f  i t i cs  so  much,  too .

AH: Yes, i t  was. They wanted him to run for Governor of  Texas at  one t ime, but

he  d ' idn ' t  fee l  tha t  he  cou ld  take  i t  so  he  d idn ' t  accep t .

JH:  Do you th ink  he  knew a  grea t  many peop le  who were  jn  s ta te  po ' l i t i cs?

AH:  Yes ,  he  d id .  And  r igh t  now,  today ' in  Aus t in ,  they  have  p lacards  o f  the  o ld

lawyers .  He 's  one o f  them tha t  has  been wr j t ten  up .  He was rea ' l ' l y  a

b r j l l i an t  man and  a  b r i l l i an t  speaker .  He  he ld  h is  cour t  spe l lbound  when

he go t  up  to  ta l  k .  i  d id  hear  tha t  many t ' imes.  But  he ,  
' l  ' i ke  a l l  those

peop le ,  he  had  enemies .

JH: Do you remember many of  the fami l ies that  l ived around you a1l  down there
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on South Santa Fe?

AH:  We l l ,  no .  We  we re  one  o f  t he  exc lus i ve ,  I  wou ld  say ,  f am i l i es .  We  had

l i v ing  near  us  Dr .  A lexander ,  who was our  doc tor .  My mother  had a  grea t

many f f iends in Judrez at  that  t ime, the Mexican women, and she used to 9o

over  there  to  the  ba l l s  and th ings  o f  tha t  k ind .  She was cons idered qu i te

a  beauty .  She 'd  made qu , i te  a  h i t  over  there  w j th  the  Mex ican popu la t ion .

Most  o f  our  f r iends  I j ved  around Magof f in .  They  were  the  o ld  f r iends  tha t

l i ved  there .  The Magof f ins  were  one o f  them.  Then there  were  the  Se ias ,

who l i ved  in  M6x jco ,  and A lexanders .  Then Dr .  Reese la te r  in  l i fe  was my

nro ther 's  doc tor .  She d ied  o f  cancer .  He was her  doc tor  fo r  many years .

Then El  Paso kind of  moved. In the ear ly day i t  was around Santa Fe Street

and Ch ihuahua,  and a long in  there .  I t  la te r  moved on  Magof f in  and in  tha t

par t  o f  town,  and s t i l l  l a te r  Nor th  Mesa.

When you a l l  f ina l l y  d ' id  move f rom tha t  a rea  was i t  a f te r  your  fa ther  d ied?

No.  My mother  l i ved  and d ied  on  South  Santa  Fe.  The house was so ld  a f te r

she d ied .  Then the  fami ly  moved up  in to  Sunset  He ' igh ts .

Who took care of  a l  I  of  you af ter  your mother died?

We' l ' l  ,  you  see,  coming f rom a  b ig  fami ly  I  i ke  we d id ,  there  was my s is te r ,

C la ra ,  who was o ld  enough to  take  over ,  so  to  speak .  And my o ther  two s is te rs ,

Mrs.  Cochran and Mrs.  Lovar,  both marr ied in the Army and Were gone. The

youngest ones were at  home--Jim, my brother,  who was f ive years older than

I and then my two younger s isters.  t , . le were st j l l  in school  and we had to

be taken care of .  5o my sister Clara was unmarr ied and she took over the

management  o f  the  house.  La ter ,  she  went  to  the  Ph j l ipp ine  Is lands ,  wh ich

we jns js ted  tha t  she  do  w i th  my s is te r ,  Ka te .  fShgfwas s ta t ioned in  the

Ph j l ipp ines  and we thought  C la ra  ought  to  ge t  away.  So,  we were  in  h igh

JH :

AH:

JH :

AH:
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schoo l ,  the  two o lder  s is te rs ,  and my bro ther  J fm was work ing  fo r  a  rea l

es ta te  f i rm here .  So,  we took  over  ourse lves ,  so  to  speak .

JH:  D idn ' t  the  Co l  dwe l  I  s  I  i ve  down near  you?

AH:  No.  You see,  my mother  was the  o ldes t  o f  the  Br inck  Fami ly  and my Aunt

Ste l la ,  who was la te r  Mrs .  Co ldwe l l ,  was  the  youngest .  She came out  here

to  v is i t  my s is te r  and Judge Co ldwe l l  came out  here  as  a  very  young man.

My father taught him law. l ludge ColdwelY l ived at  my mother 's house for

seven  years  as  a  bache lo r .  H is  fami l y  d idn ' t  l i ve  here  bu t  then  par t  o f  h " i s

fami ly  came out  la te r ,  as  one o f  them was Co l lec to r  o f  Cus toms.  Judge Co ldwe l l

was educated by my father and he came into his law f i rm. And when my

fa ther  d ied ,  he  more  or  less  took  over .

JH :

AH:

Didn ' t  the  res t  o f  the  Br incks  move to  E l  Paso?

Not  a l l  o f  them.  My grandmother  moved ou t  here .  And th is  i s  the  f i rs t

home we had,  the  one bu i l t  a round the  pa t io ;  my mother  le t  her  have i t  and

she took  in  roomers .  She l ' i ved  par t  o f  the  t ime w ' i th  my Aunt  S te l la ,  Mrs .

Co ldwe l l ,  bu t  no t  very  long because she and the  judge d idn ' t  ge t  a long

too  we l l .  So  she moved jn to  th is  p lace  o f  her  own unt i l  she  d ied .

Do you remember  Judge Co ldwe l l?  What  was he  l j ke?

Why, certain ' ly .  He I  ived to be 72 years old.  Yes, I  remember him wel l  .

In fact ,  h is daughter Rena and I  grew up together.  l , l le were the same age

and  g rea t  pa1s .  Judge  Co ldwe l l  was  an  o ld  c rank ' i f  I  ever  met  one .  (Laugh te r )

He was ius t  born  tha t  way .  He ra jsed a  b ig  fam' i1y  here .  There  are  s t j l l

a  lo t  o f  Co ldwe l l s  a round .  t r l e l l  ,  Ju l  i e  Co l l  i ns ,  the  o ldes t  o f  the  fami l y ,

she  and  I  s t i l l  t a l k  on  the  te lephone  abou t  every  day .  Shers  a  decrep i t

pe rson .  She 's  b l ind  and  can  hard ly  wa lk .  Shers  o lder  than  I .  She  has  two

sons  here :  B i l l  Co l l i ns ,  who  i s  a  lawyer ,  and  then  Hamj l ton  w i th  the

JH :

AH:
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i nsu rance  bus iness .

JH:  Can you th ink  o f  any th ing  in  par t i cu la r  tha t  you  can remember  about  Judge

Coldwel l?  Any  funny  l i t t le  inc idents  tha t  migh t  have happened? Now'  d id

he and your father agnee pol i t ' ica11y? Do you know?

AH:  We11,  I  can ' t  th ink  o f  any th ing  in  par t ' i cu la r .  The  person  to  ta l k  to  wou ld

be  Mrs .  Co l  I  i ns .

I ' l l  have  to  see  abou t  ta l k ingJH :

AH:

her.  /How abouf t f re Sweeneys?

Judge Sweeney was more or less a contemporary of  my father.  He was a l i t t le

to

a

younger  l i ke  Judge Co ldwe l l  was .  They  s t ' i1 l  l i ved  in  the  same t ime and

later on he and Coldwel l  formed a partnership.  That was af ter  my father

d ied .  Mrs .  Sweeney and I  were  grea t  f r iends  un t i l  she  d ied .  I  never  d id

unders tand how tha t  f i rm ran .  They  were  bo th  ho t -headed.  t ^ le ]1 ,  I ' l l  te l l

Vou,  jn  tha t  day  and t ime I  th ink  they  more  or  less  had to  f igh t  the ' i r  way .

Things today are k ind of  la id out and they are not as hard as they were in

the ear ' ly  days. Then they had here the Mexican populat ion to deal  wi th,

wh ich  we s t j l l  have.  I  unders tand tha t  Hervey 's  go ing  to  have a  hard  t jme

wi th  Bencomo,  I  haven ' t  heard  any  resu l ts ,  bu t  I rd  l i ke  to  see Hervey  in .

He was jn before and he made a veny good mayor and he got us out of  debt.

JH:  Wel l ,  po l i t i cs  in  E l  Paso have a lways  been pre t ty  rough somet jmes.  I 'm

in te res ted  in  tha t  ear ly  per iod  because i t ' s  k ind  o f  hard  to  f igure  ou t

what  was go ing  on .  Everyone tha t  I  have ta lked  to  fee ls  tha t  the  d iv is ions

wj th in  the  communi ty  were  rea11y  qu j te  g rea t  a t  some t ime over  po l i t i cs ,

and th is  rea ' l l y  a f fec ted  the  l i ves  o f  no t  jus t  the  men who were  invo lved,

bu t  the  ch j ld ren ,  too .

AH:  Yes ,  yes .  You  ta lk  to  the  o ld - t imers  and  they  a re  s t i l l  b i t te r .  I t ' s

a lmost  l i ke  C iv j l  h la r  peop le .  There  is  a  b j t te r  fee l ing  there  tha t  i s  never
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go ing  to  change ,  I  don ' t  th ink .

JH:  I t ' s  ve ry  in te res t ing .

AH:  Yes ,  i t  i s .  Now,  I  be long to  the  Pan-Amer ican Round Tab le ,  and I  have fo r

many, many years.  In fact ,  many years back they wanted me to be a Director

bu t  I  cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  to  be .  But  the  fee l ing  be tween Judrez  and /E l  PasoZ

is  p leasant .  I t  was ,  in  mother 's  day ,  very  p leasant .  They  used to  go  over

there  fo r  a l l  the  dances .  The i r  b ig  dances  were  he ld  a t  the  Customhouse.

Bu t  now,  you  know,  the re 's  a  d iv j s jon .

JH:  Do you th ink  i t  m jgh t  have been the  Revo lu t ion  tha t  caused a l l  th is  t roub le?

Do you remember when Pancho Vi l la was runnjng around here?

AH:  Yes ,  I  remember  i t  very  we l l .  I  was  teach ing  schoo l  down a t  Aoy .  I  taught

the  f i rs t  g rade be fore  I  mar r ied .  Pancho V j l la  c rossed over .  As  a  mat te r

o f  fac t ,  my husband was then a  2nd L ieu tenant  s ta t ioned a t  Co lumbus,  New

Mex jco  w i th  the  13 th  Cava ' l ry .  I  th ink  i t  was  Co lone l  Hat f ie ld  was the

commanding  o f f i cer .  He la te r  went  in to  M6x jco  w i th  the  Pun j t i ve  Exped i t ion

wi th  Genera l  Persh ing .  They  were  a l1  a long the  border  a t  tha t  t ime.  In

fac t ,  many o f  my,o1d f r jends  mar r ied  Army o f f i cers  tha t  were  s ta t ioned

here along the border.  A whole bunch of  us marr ied in the Army. And so

General  Pershing took the 13th Cavalry and other regiments down there.  And

they  were  s ta t ioned a t  Co lon ia  Dub lSn r igh t  a long the  border ,  wh ich  was a

Mormon town. They were entertained by l4ormons. The Mormon women would

a l l  wa i t  on  the  tab les ,  a1 l  the  d i f fe ren t  w ives .  In  fac t ,  my husband wro te

a  paper  tha t ' s  up  there  a t  the  co l lege now,  The Pun i t j ve  Exped i t jon  in to

by  James R.  H i l l .  Ma jor  Mc lv las te rs ,  over  here ,  wr i tes  a  good dea l

on  the  ear ly  days  o f  For t  B l j ss .  He 's  a  good dea l  younger .  He 's  a  re t i red

Major  and he 's  wr j t ten  fo r  the  H is to r jca l  Soc ie ty .
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My fa ther  was a  grea t  Ep iscopa l ian  and an  in t imate  f r iend  o f  Parson

Tays .  In  fac t ,  i t  was  th rough h is  in f luence,  par t ' l y ,  tha t  he  came to  E l

Paso.  And o f  course ,  the  Ep iscopa l ians  ce lebra te  tha t  event .  And they  had

a dinner not too many years ago in which they inv ' i ted me to at tend as a

spec ' ia " l  gues t  because I  was  the  daughter  o f  James P.  Hague.  I t  was  ou t

a t  the  E l  Paso  Count ry  C lub .  I 'm  a  Ca tho l ' i c .

JH:  We11,  your  mother  was  a  Ca tho l  i c ,  wasn ' t  she?

AH:  Yes ,  she  was ra ised in  a  convent .  S j t t ' i ng  d t  the  tab le  near  me was Father

Buchanan o f  S t .  Joseph 's .  They  had a  grea t  many o1d- t imers  tha t  were  here

in  the  ear ly  days .  Judge Founta in 's  daughter  was there .  My fa ther  a r id

Judge Founta in  were  grea t  f r jends .  And i t  was  a  t ragedy  when he  was los t

w i th  h is  I  i t t l e  son .

JH:  Yes ,  a  te r r ib le ,  te r r ib le  t ragedy .  D id  you a t tend the  Catho l i c  Church  when

you were growing up?

AH:  Yes ,  we were  ra ised Catho l i c .  We a l l  went  to  the  Immacu la te  Concept ion .

Father Rory,  who was the Father there,  marr ied me when I  was marr jed.  My

husband was no t  a  Catho l i c .  He was ra ised a  l le thod js t ,  bu t  he  go t  a  d js -

pensat ' ion.  My husband, at  that  t ime, was comrnandant of  cadets at  Texas

A & M.  He made a  $100 a  month  ex t ra  pay ,  and we cou ld  use  i t .  He came

here  fo r  Chr js tmas in  1914,  and we dec jded on  lv londay  and mar r ied  the  fo l low ing

Thunsday so  I  cou ld  go  back  to  Co l lege Sta t ion  w i th  h jm.  And my go ing  back

was qu i te  in te res t ing .  In  some way the  cadets  heard  tha t  we was ge t t ing

in  a t  th ree  o 'c lock  jn  the  nnrn ing  a t  Co l lege Sta t ion .  They  had the  band

meet  us  a t  the  t ra in .  They  serenaded us  a l l  the  res t  o f  the  n igh t  and

took pictures.  So that was our entrance to A & M.

JH:  I ' d  l j ke  to  ta l k  some more  abou t  the  Revo lu t jon .  How d ' id  peop le  jn  E l  Paso
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feel  about i  t?

AH:  Wel ] ,  as  I  say ,  I  was  young,  I  was  teach ing  schoo l .  l , . le  were  r igh t  there

on the  border .  So,  Mrs .  Corbet t ,  an  o ld  E l  Paso teacher ,  was  pr inc ipa l .

They  d idn ' t  d jsmjss  schoo l  bu t  they  le t  us  a l l  ou t  to  look .  The shots

were coming over the border because lv i l lV- got gay and shot into El  Paso.

Many peop le  go t  up  on  the  roo f tops  to  look  a t  th js  Revo lu t ion  go ' ing  on .

Then of  course, the t roops came down from Columbus and that 's when the i3th

Cava l ry  came down and la te r  went  in to  M6x ico  w i th  Genera l  Persh ing .  /Persh ing /

was at  our house f f iarnyr many t imes. He and my s ' is ter ,  l ' l rs,  Cochran, were

great  f r iends .  They  used to  have,  in  those days ,  what  you wou ld  ca l l  teas ,

bu t  they  served most ly  co f fee .  But  j t  was  no t  a  d r ink ing  par ty .  I t  wasn ' t

l i ke  our  cock ta ' i1  par ty  o f  today .  The men wou ld  come a l l  d ressed in  the i r

fancy  un i fo rms.  I  can ' t  te l l  you  how many t imes Persh ing  was a t  our  house

and a lso  many o f  the  o f f i cers  tha t  were  s ta t ioned a t  For t  B l i ss .

Was  th is  in  the  even ing?

No,  th is  was in  the  la te  a f te rnoon,  about  f j ve  o 'c lock .  And someone espe-

c ia i l y  jn te res t ing  a t  tha t  t ime was a  Mrs .  Weber .  Nr .  WeberZwas the

German Consu l  to  M6x jco .  H is  w i fe  led  a  co lo r fu l  l i fe .  You maybe have

heard  o f  Mrs .  Max Weber .  Wel l ,  she  was a  grea t  f r iend  o f  the  fam' i1y 's .

She used to cross the border and come over here.  She was a very handsome

woman wi th  a  beaut i fu l  f igure .  She was a lways  there .  l , le11 ,  you  heard  o f

the  Nef f  fami ly?  Wel1 ,  Mrs .  Nef f ,  her  ma iden name was Bea l1 ,  she  was there .

And Nanny Bea l l ,  who was la te r  Mrs .  J .S .  tn j i l l i ams,  he  was a  banker ,  and

Mrs. U.S. Stewart  and Zue Haper.  One of  her daughters was marr jed to Max

Taylor of  the Army, who was Chief  of  Staf f  of  the Army.

There  must  have been a  grea t  dea l  o f  en ter ta in ing  a t  tha t  t ime,  o r  rea11y

i0
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s jnce  you  were  a  ch i ld?

AH: Wel l  ,  yes.  My fami ' ly  a" lmost had an

t ime. At that  t ime, my father had a

owned the ent i re Rim Road. Now, we

JH: He bought some property over around

inves tments  to  the  E l  Paso area .

JH :

open house. Peop' le woul  d come al  I  the

good dea' l  of  money. He at  .one t ime

don ' t  own a  p iece  o f  i t .

Van  Horn .  He  ev ' iden t l y  d idn ' t  I ' im i t  h i  s

11

AH:  Wel l ,  he  k ind  o f  he lped peop le  a round fo r  one th ing .  You know,  he  brought

the  ra i l  roads  ' in to  E l  Paso.  That  was the  Southern  Pac ' i f i c  ' i n  1880.  Fa ther 's

f i rm go t  the  land .  He  la te r  los t  the  land  th rough  Judge  Co ldwe l l ' s  m is -

AH:

JH:

AH:

management.

0h ,  so  tha t rs  how i t  happened.  I  ran  across  some proper ty , ' in  an  1889 paper ,

on South Santa Fe Street that  was lost  through non-payment of  taxes.

That  was i t .

Te l l  me abou t  i t .

l , ' l e l l ,  Jay  Gou1d,  who was a  mi l l jona j re ,  wanted  to  buy  the  ra i l road proper ty

fo r  the  Southern  Pac i f i c  and br ing  j t  jn to  E l  Paso,  wh ich  he  d id .  He d id

a l l  o f  h j s  bus iness  th rough  my fa ther .  We l1 ,  i n  o rder  to  b r ing  i t  i n ,  my

fa ther  donated ' land r igh t  th rough the  center  o f  town.  He donated  tha t

land as  a  spec ia l  g i f t  w i th  the  unders tand ing  tha t  i f  i t  s topped be ing

used as  ra i l road proper ty  i t  wou ld  rever t  back  to  the  he i rs .  That ' s  when

Judge Co ldwe l l  los t  i t .  The ra i l road fought  i t .  They  wanted  to  keep i t

because i t  was  very  va ' luab le  land.  I  guess  i t ' s  wor th  mi l l  ions  today .

TCotOwe l ! /wasn ' t  an  espec ia l l y  good  bus inessman and  he  los t  i t .  I t  was  sad

and we a lways  fe l t  tha t  i t  was  bad because we d idn ' t  have any  more  land.

At  the  t ime tha t  your  fa ther  d ied  was the  fami ly  fa i r l y  secure  f inanc ia l l y?

When my father died we were. My uncle had a way that when taxes would

JH :

AH:
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come a long,  he  wou ld  se l l  another  p fece  o f  p roper ty  to  pay  those taxes .

That way we lost  a lot  of  property.  At  one t ime, I  guess, my father was

the  r i ches t  man in  town.

JH:  Yes ,  he  was.  I ' ve  seen the  tax  ro l l s .  He had a  grea t  dea l  o f  money

about  the  midd le  1880s.  But  toward  the  end o f  the  decade he  had los t . . . I

d idn ' t  know whethen i t  was  the  homestead?

AH:  1 , ,1e11,  we d idnr t  los t  the  homestead.  I t  was  on  South  Santa  Fe St ree t .  I t

d idn ' t  oocupy  the  who le  b lock ,  they  to re  i t  down and bu i l t  th is  b r ick

house.  That  was h is  m ' is take  and a  very  sad one.  But  anyway,  i t  was  done.

l ^ le l l ,  tha t  le f t  the  corner  p roper ty  s t i l l  ours ,  bu t  i t  was  fo r  sa le .  A

big grocery store moved there--Warrant 's.  You see, later that  became

bus jness  proper ty .  S tevens ,  the  rea l to r  S tevens ,  bought  i t .

JH:  Now,  th ' i s  i s  where  the  house had been loca ted  and they  jus t  to re  j t  down?

T2

Do you have any idea why i t  was torn down?

AH:  I ^ le l l ,  they  thought  a  b r ick  house was be t te r  than an  adobe house.

JH :

AH:

JH :

AH:

I t  was

rea l  l y  mismanagement .

l , ' le11, do you think your father was a good businessman?

No,  I  don ' t  th ink  he  was a  par t ' i cu la ry  good bus inessman.

Was he at  a l1 moody?

We1l,  my memory is not that  good. I  remember that  he was very str ict .  We

as ch' i ldren always had many servants and we never ate at  the bjg table wi th

the  fami ly .  The ch i ld ren  had to  ea t  sepanate ' l y ,  we had our  own tab le .  I

guess  because o f  our  tab le  manners  o r  someth ing .

Wel1 ,  Mrs .  H i l l ,  d id  your  mother  and fa ther  come f rom cu l tu red  backgrounds?

0h ,  yes .  My  mother  was  a  b r i l l i an t  p ian is t  and  my s is te r ,  Mrs .  Cochran ,  i s

as  good  a  p ian is t  as  my  s is te r  Mrs .  E l l i o t  i n  Jacksonv i l l e .  Mrs .  E l l i o t
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has  wr i t ten  an  en t i re  mass .  I t  was  p layed th is  las t  Eas ter  and they  inv i ted

her  to  come in  a  whee lcha i r  to  l i s ten  to  the  mass .  I t  was  in  the  b igges t

Catho l i c  Church  in  Jacksonv i l l e .  Her  daugh te r ,  i n  tu rn ,  i s  a  b r i l l i an t

p ian is t  who p lays  fo r  the  Det ro i t  Symphony many t imes as  a  so lo is t .  My

fami l y  a re  mus ica l .

JH:  In  your  fa ther 's  fami ly  o r  your  mother 's  fami ly ,  were  any  o f  them co l lege

educated or anything l ike that?

AH:  I  doubt  j t .  I  don ' t  th ink  in  tha t  day  and t ime they  d id  too  much o f  tha t .

JH:  You  don ' t  know much  abou t  e i the r  one  o f  the  fami l i es?

AH:  We1" l ,  you  see,  my fa ther  ran  away f rom home,  he  d id  no t  l i ke  h is  s tep fa ther .

I  unders tand tha t  h is  fa ther  was a  br i l l i an t  man,  too .  He was a  min is te r .
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They were Episcopal ians.  /My maternal  grandfath

Norway. Ny grandparentsZ were born in Norway.

was  a  mus ' l r c ' l an ' l n

was  the  l eader  o f  an

eil

He

orchestra.  My grandnnther was uneducated.

JH:  Wasn ' t  there  a  Br " inck  tha t  was  a  q rocer  in  E l  Paso?

Yes, fon a very short  t jme. That was my mother 's brother.  His name was

Ph ' i11 ip .  He was a  who lesa le  g rocer .  That  man was very  in te res t ing .  He

made th ree  comple te  fo r tunes  and los t  them.  A t  one t ime he  was a  min ing

eng ineer  and los t  every th ing  there ,  and thenhewas a  grocer  and los t  every -

th ing .  He has  h is  g rocery  on  South  0ver land.  Wel1 ,  he  never  mar r ied .

Le t  me te11 you someth ing  funny  about  tha t .  He was a  s ta jd  o ld  bache lor

but he was engaged to marry a very devout Cathol ic.  He met her here or

someth ing  when she sa id  she wanted  to  go  to  confess ion .  She went  to  con-

fess ion  ;and was in  the  confess iona l  so  long tha t  he  thought  j f  she  had tha t

many s , ' ins ,  he  wasn ' t  in te res ted  and he  wa l  ked  away.  (Laughter )  He never

mar r ied .  He was a lways  the  one we ca l led  on  to  he1p.  Then when o i l  was



Hi t  I

d iscovered,  he  inves ted  in  o i l  and  los t  there .

JH:  We1l ,  back  to  your  fa ther .  We were  ta lk ing  about  the  proper ty  there  a t

the corner when the old house was torn down. You said the real  estate man,

Horace Stevens ,  bought  i t  f rom the  es ta te .

AH:  Yes ,  then he  had a  grocery  s to re  there .  He d idn ' t  run  i t ,  he  ren ted  j t  to

a man by the name of Lawrence. I t  u las successful  and of  course i t  lowered

the value of  our property as homes. Then, across the street,  there was the

Longwel l  s tab les .  A l l  o f  tha t  lowered our  va lue .  So the  fami ly  so ld  tha t

property when my mother died, and moved up to the Sunset Heights area. l , l le

moved to  Eas t  Nevada St ree t .  My s is te r ,  Mrs .  Cochran,  when her  husband d ied ,

came home to  l j ve  there .  She had two daughters ,  one o f  them is  Mrs .  Har ron ,

who now l i ves ' in  Wash ing ton ,  the  w j fe  o f  a  L ieu tenant  Genera l  in  the  Army.

She has  two co lone l  sons .

JH: You were saying that you remernber eat" ing away from themajntable.  Did your

parents entertain?

AH:  Yes ,  1av ish ly .  They  were  cons jdered a  very  f jne  hos t  and hos tess .  They

had many par t ies  there .  The house was fu rn jshed very  n ice ly .  They  brought

much o f  the i r  fu rn i tu re  over land,  be fore  there  were  ra i l roads .  My mother

had the  f i rs t  p iano in  E l  Paso.  I t  was  a  Weber  Grand.  There  was another

one s jmi la r  to  i t  in  the  Magof f in  home.  Th is  was fu rn i tu re  tha t  my parents

got in St.  Louis af ter  they were marr ied.  She was a very cul tured woman anc

he was,  too- -a  dandy.

JH:  Do  you  th inkn  s ince  he  was  l i ke  th i s ,  tha t  the re  m igh t  have  been  peop le

tha t  d idn ' t  l i ke  h im fo r  tha t  reason?

AH:  0h ,  yes ,  he  had  a  lo t  o f  enemies .

JH:  He was a lmost  ou t  o f  p lace  here .

14
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AH:  He de f in i te ly  was ou t  o f  p lace ,  in  educat ion  and looks ,  d ress .  I  remember

th is  much  abou t  h im as  a  l j t t l e  q i r l .  When he  le f t  i n  the  morn ing  he  a iways

had  a  c lean  wh i te  s i l k  handkerch ie f  i n  h fs  pocke t  and  h is  go ldheaded  cane .

I f  h is  shoes  wou ld  ge t  the  leas t  b i t  o f  d i r t  on  them,  he  wou ld  s toop down

and c lean  them o f f  w i th  h is  s i l k  handkerch ie f .

JH: Do you have any idea why he would choose El  Paso to come to?

AH:  Adventure .  I  don ' t  th ink  he  knew any th ing  about  j t .  I  th ink  he  was ius t

an adventurous youth.  He was not qui te 21 when he was made County Attorney.

JH: Do you have any idea how he happened to get down here?

AH:  We11,  when he  ran  away f rom home,  he  l i ved  w i th  h is  s is te r .  She was an

educated  woman.  She probab ly  he lped h im a long.  He went  to  a  very  smal l

co l lege ca l led  McKenz ie  Co l lege.  I t ' s  no  longer  in  ex is tence.  And w ' i th

tha t  and h is  own e f fo r ts ,  he  go t  a  law degree.

15

JH :

AH:

l , r las that  col lege in Texas?

Yes.  Then E l  Paso was w j ld  and woo11y and no  ra i l road and I  guess  j t  ius t

fasc ina ted  h im as  a  young man.  I t  was  someth ing  d i f fe ren t .

t ' le l l  ,  I  wonder i f  he l  iked i t?

He ev iden t l y  d id .  He  loved  j t .

Do you th ink  h is  law prac t ice  was fa in ly  luc ra t j ve?

Yes ,  I 'm  sure  i t  was .  He  jus t  dec ided  tha t  he  was  go ing  to  inves t  jn  rea l

es ta te  and he  d id .  That ' s  where  the  money was made.  He shou ld  have kept

j t  bu t  he  d idn ' t .  He los t  a  lo t  o f  i t  by  no t  pay ' ing  taxes .  I  th ' ink ,  too ,

the fami ly af ter  my father died lost  i t  by mismanagement through Judge

Coldwel l ,  a f te r  he  d ied .  /eo ldwe l lZ  was no  bus inessman and why he  chose

h im I  do  no t  know.

Co ldwe l l  was  a  Denpcra t  and your  fa ther  was a  Repub l ican?

JH :

AH:

JH :

AH:

JH :
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AH: Yes, that 's one reason why he was defeated for Governor of  Texas--because

he  ran  on  a  Repub l i can  t i cke t .  I t  was  jus t  h i s  v iews .  He  dec ided  tha t ' s

what  he  thought .  He was a  man you cou ' ldn ' t  change eas i l y .

I  have gathered that,  too.  I  am interested at  some of the stormy scenes

tha t  took  p lace  a t  the  c i ty  counc i l  meet ings .

0h ,  yes .

He rea l l y  sounds l ' i ke  he  was an  ex t remely  domineer ing  type  person '  tha t  he

was very  s t rong and poss ib le  too  s t rong.

AH:  Yes ,  he  was.  He made enemies ,  " lo ts  o f  enemies .

JH:  Wel l ,  perhaps  he  and Co ldwe l l  jus t  came together  because a t  one t ime they

were  prac t ica l l y  the  on ly  a t to rneys  here  in  E l  Paso.

i6

JH :

AH:

JH:

AH: We1 1 , not on'ly that but the fact that my father supported him so many years

when he  I  i ved  in  the  house w j th  h im.  Seven years  i s  qu  j te  a  
' long  

t ' ime.  In

the  deve lop ing  years  he  depended on  my fa ther .  He d jdn ' t  pay  board .

I  wonder how your mother fe l t  about her brother- in- law?

We1l ,  in  the  ear ly  days ,  the  houses  were  more  or  less  open to  everybody.

You  d jdn ' t  shu t  peop le  ou t ,  Vou  he lped  them.  I t  wasn ' t  exc lus ive  l i ke  i t

i s  today .  A t  tha t  day  and t jme,  they  came in - - t rave le rs  and a l l  tha t .

They were accepted and they were t reated as part  of  the fami ly.  0f  course,

hewasa s t ranger ,  a  young fe l low tha t  wanted  to  s tudy  1aw.  I  know years

la te r ,  on  Chr is tmasn I  can ' t  te l l  you  how many Mex icans  came to  our  house

that my mother gave baskets to at  Chr istmas wjth food.

JH :

AH:

JH: Do you remember /Xour motherZ going from the house to help people or anything

I  i  ke  tha t?

AH:  Yes ,  we had what  they  ca l led  a  V ic to r ia  tha t  you  rode around in .  You had

the  coachman and the  dr iver  s i t t ing  up  on  the  h igh  seat  and you sa t  be low.
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l l le used to go to church and my mother would stop on the way back and go

de l i ve r  packages  and  th fngs  l i ke  tha t .

JH: That sounds l ike a pret ty fancy carr iage for El  Paso.

AH:  I t  was ,  fo r  tha t  day  and t ime.  We used to  have the  o ld  s t ree tcar  come

around.  I t  used to  pass  in  f ron t  o f  our  house w i th  the  man dr iv ing  the

mule .  The o ld  Mex ican dr iver  used to  be  t i red  by  the  t ime he  go t  to  our

house and he wanted to rest  under the shade. I , le had Chinaberry t rees.

So ,  one  day ,  my  s is te r ,  Mrs .  E l l i o t ,  she 's  two  years  younger  than  I ,  sa id ,

"come on,  le t ' s  take  the  car  over  to  Ju6rez . "  she  was a  tomboy.  So,  she

got  up  and drove the  mule  and I  co l lec ted  the  fa re .  We rode a l1  the  way

over to Judrez and back. When we returned that old man was awake and boy

was he  mad i  He chased us  w i th  h is  long wh ip  tha t  he  used on  the  mule

c lear  down the  s t ree t ,  t ry ing  to  h i t  our  1egs .  But  we d idn ' t  keep the  fa re ,

we  le f t  i t  f o r  h im.  We jus t  made the  t r ip .  We d id  th ings  l j ke  tha t .

Then,  they  used to  de l i ver  our  wood.  We had a  f i rep lace  in  every  room,

There  was no  such th ing  as  a  fu rnace.  They  used to  de l i ver  the  wood on  the

l i t t l e  donkeys  and  we 'd  take  the  donkeys  and  go  r id ing .  We11,  tha t  wou ld

make them mad, too.  Then they would come over f rom Judrez wi th the tamales--

the  tamale  man.  He had a  rope around h is  neck  and on  e i ther  s ide  there

were  a  bucket  o f  ho t  tamales  and "melcocha" ,  tha t  was  a  Mex ican candy .

We used to  have a  b ig  t ime w i th  a l l  those sa lesmen tha t  wou ld  come across

the r iver.  We had some good t imes, but in a very di f ferent way from today.

l . ' le were mischievious, but we weren' t  what you ca' I1 bad. I^ le d ' idn' t  hurt

any th ing  tak ing  tha t  t r ip  across  the  r i ver .  We gave /Ehe s t ree tcar  d r iver /

the  fa re  he  wou ld 've  los t  because he  was as leep.  But  we had lo ts  o f  fun .

JH: Did you go over to Ju6rez very much?
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AH:  Yes .  Then la te r ,  o f  course ,  we went  over  on  the  s t ree tcar .  We had a  grea t

many fn ' iends  l ' i v ' ing ' in  Judrez .  h le  wou ld  watch  some o f  the  o lder  women

h ide  the  s tu f f  tha t  they  wou ld  buy .  They  used to  pu t  a  bus t le  a round i t .

They  wou ' ld  car ry  over  s i l k  and g loves  and a l l  o f  tha t  k ind  o f  s tu f f .

JH:  That  was qu i te  a  favor i te  pas t ime,  I  guess ,  smugg i ing  the  s tu f f  over?

AH:  Yes ,  i t  was .  But  you know,  a t  tha t  day  and t ime,  peop le  d idn ' t  bo ther

too  much about  b r ing ing  wh iskey  and s tu f f  1  i ke  they  do  now.
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