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BY JASMINE AGUILERA
The Prospector

In the wake of a 9 percent na-
tional unemployment rate and 
state-wide budget cuts of $15 
billion, UTEP has plans to raise 
student tuition beginning with 
the fall 2012 semester.

Tuition is expected to increase 
2.6 percent for undergradu-
ate students and 3.6 percent 
for graduate and out-of-state 
students.

A forum will take place at 1 
p.m. Nov. 22 at the University 
Suite on the third � oor of Union 
Building East. Students are en-
couraged to attend and express 

their opinions about the in-
crease. Another forum will take 
place at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at the 
Acacia Room on the � rst � oor 
of Union Building East.

“� e cost will extend for the 
next three years,” said Gary 
Edens, vice president for stu-
dent a� airs. “If we want to grow 
as a university, we must invest 

in our faculty and add more 
classes. We also want to help 
students graduate faster.”

Administrators at the univer-
sity have noticed that a large 
number of students had to delay 
graduation because some cours-
es were only o� ered during one 
semester and they would � ll up 
quickly.
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of El Paso’s hole in the 
wall of  diners

UTEP has one more 
chance of  becoming 
bowl elegible in game 
final

BY ALEJANDRO ALBA
The Prospector

� e Prospector’s 2011 Best of Is-
sue survey winners have been se-
lected based on students’ choice. 
Once again, corporate businesses tri-
umphed, leaving local businesses set-
tling for second place. 

With over 45 categories to choose 
from, these three categories bring in-
sight into the choices a typical college 
student makes: music, co� ee and a 
place for studying.
Best Music Venue

� e music scene in El Paso has de-
manded for more performing spaces 
over the past year. Within this catego-
ry, � e Lowbrow was victorious over 
El Paso’s newest music venue Tricky 

Falls and the bohemian-feel café, � e 
Percolator.

Christina Garcia, sophomore pre-
education major, said � e Lowbrow 
has a grungy atmosphere, which gives 
it a great vibe while o� ering drink 
specials. She said Tricky Falls is more 
high class.

“You can tell how Tricky Falls is 
fancier, obviously. It is Jim Ward’s lo-
cation so he has the money to make it 
fancy, making it harder for any local 
band to perform there,” Garcia said. 
“� at is why I think most people pre-
fer � e Lowbrow, it’s easier as a local 
band to perform, plus people there 
are friendly.”

In spite of the di� erence in atmo-
sphere and performances, they share 
a similarity in organization.

� e Percolator, which came in third 
,place wasn’t everyone’s favorite due 
to its acoustics and the unorganized 
variety of events that are held at once. 
However, some students like Garcia 
said that they make up their poor or-
ganizational skills with the co� ee they 
sell, yet, it wasn’t selected as one of the 
top three co� ee shops.
Best Coffee

Regarding the hype El Pasoan’s 
have about local businesses, Kinley’s 
Co� ee House was not selected as � rst 
choice co� ee, but its corporate com-
petitor Starbucks was. Eileen Lozano, 
sophomore multimedia journalism 
major and former Starbucks em-
ployee, said that she actually voted for 
Kinley’s. She was surprised that the 
UTEP community chose Starbucks 

over Kinley’s. Although, she said she 
can see why people would prefer Star-
bucks over any local co� ee shop.

“I believe people are apprehensive 
to try Kinley’s because if they aren’t 
from the westside or they don’t go to 
UTEP, then they will try what they 
already know, even if it’s overpriced,” 
Lozano said. “In reality though, Star-
bucks lacks the homey feel that Kin-
ley’s has, along with their extensive 
menu; they have lunch, desserts, 
and yogurt aside from their teas and 
co� ee.”

Lozano also mentioned that Star-
bucks and Kinley’s have completely 
di� erent atmospheres as well. Lozano 
said Starbucks is more of a loud place 
for people to converse and not really 

Favorite picks to eat, party and study

GREG CASTILLO / The Prospector
The Lowbrow Palace was among the best selected music venue based on students popularity. Lowbrow is located at 112 E. Robinson Ave.

see BEST on page 16

ILLUSTRATION BY DIEGO BURCIAGA / The Prospector see TUITION on page 12
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BY AARON MARTINEZ
The Prospector

As another im-
portant � nancial 
decision that will 
a� ect all students 
is being discussed, 
little notice has 
been sent out to 
inform the stu-

dent body about it and give them a 
chance to voice their opinions.

� is is nothing new for UTEP, this 
has happened in the past and the way 
things look it will continue for some-
time. Today, an ad for a forum to dis-
cuss a possible raise in student tuition, 
2.6 percent for undergraduate students 
and 3.6 percent for graduate and out-
of-state students starting in fall 2012, 
was placed in the student newspaper.

Most students will � nd out about the 
fee by picking up this issue of  � e Pros-
pector. As of 6 p.m. Nov. 21, no true 
announcement has been made to the 
student body.

University o�  cials are hosting the 
� rst forum the day the ad is being run. 
� e � rst forum will be at 1 p.m. Nov. 
22 at the University Suite on the third 
� oor of Union Building East and a 
second will be at 1:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at 
the Acacia Room on the � rst � oor of 
Union Building East.

� is will give students little time to 
alter their schedule in order to attend 
the forums. � e � rst forum is also be-
ing held when most students are on 
their way out of town for the � anks-
giving holiday. � e second forum 
comes the week before � nals, when 
most students are solely focused on 
their exams and projects that are due 
before the end of the semester.

� is is not a new tactic UTEP o�  -
cials have tried to pull on students.

In 2010, the Student Government 
Association and university o�  cials 

tried to sneak by the Campus Life and 
Athletic Enhancement Initiative fee. 
� e fee would have had students pay 
$10 per credit hour starting in fall 2011 
and would increase an additional $2 
per credit hour in 2012 and 2013.

As the SGA elections, which had the 
fee on the ballot, crept closer, contro-
versy began to build as students found 
out about the fee weeks before the actu-
al elections. Also, the announcements 
and forums for the fees were held near 
spring break when many students were 
going to be out of town.

� e way the whole situation was 
handled confused students on what 
the initiative actually was and how it 
would a� ect them. As all the facts be-
gan to come out about the fees, stu-
dents rose up and made their voices 
heard. � e initiative was easily voted 
down 2,339 to 1,267.

Once again, it seems like university 
o�  cials are trying to sneak their agen-
da passed the student body. But what is 
more disappointing is the supposedly 
“student body-representing” SGA is 
once again falling in line with whatever 
the administrators want.

Earlier this year, I wrote a column 
about the 2011 SGA elections and how 
little e� ort was made by the SGA and 
university o�  cials to even inform stu-
dents there was an election.

I ended my column with two simple 
sentences: “Let’s hope university of-
� cials acknowledge their mistake this 
year and give students more time to be 
well informed about the candidates 
and the election. But I would not count 
on it.”

I was clearly right. Nothing has 
changed and apparently nothing will 
ever change. Since we really don’t get 
a vote this time, maybe we should start 
an Occupy UTEP Movement.

Aaron Martinez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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you think?
This week’s poll question:

Would you support a tuition 
increase in order to have more 
class offerings?

vote at WWW.UTEPPROSPECTOR.COM

we asked, you answeredPOLL RESULTS
Do you think the Asarco 
smokestacks should be 
taken down?

35% YES

65% NO
archiveSEARCH

Visit www.utepprospector.com 
to search the archives for your 
favorite articles and multimedia 

projects since 2007.

ACCURACY WATCH
The Prospector is committed 
to accuracy. If you think we have 
made an error of fact, e-mail us at 
prospector@utep.edu.

projects since 2007.

Column

Lack of notice again…

—
19— King Features Weekly Service

September 5, 2011 
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By AmBEr WAttS
The Prospector

With the anticipation of Thanks-
giving and finals on the horizon, the 
Student Alumni Association prepares 
for the first time ever Adopt-A-Miner 
program that offers students food and 
an adoptive family during the holiday 
break.

“I think it’s a really great idea be-
cause last year I was just lucky and 
ended up with my advisor’s family,” 
said Ivan Montes, a senior interna-
tional business and marking ma-
jor. “Before I didn’t do anything for 
Thanksgiving. I would just go with 
my girlfriend and just go shop.”

Distance, work, preparation for 
finals or other activities keep some 

students from going home for the 
holidays. 

As of Nov. 16, Claudia Vargas, pres-
ident of the Student Alumni Asso-
ciation, said that the Adopt-A-Miner 
program has seven households open 
to students or take them out for din-
ner during the Thanksgiving break.

“That would be room for 14 stu-
dents and each household is given 
two students and I believe we had 
nine students signed up,” Vargas said.

While the Adopt-A-Miner program 
is in it’s beginning phases, Vargas said 
that this year the program is focusing 
on international students, although 
they are open to all students.

“(The international students) were 
actually really surprised that some-
one was thinking about them, and 
that someone wanted to help them,” 

Vargas said. “When they were pre-
sented with the opportunity a lot of 
them jumped on it.”

The Adopt-A-Miner program 
works by trying to match alumni 
adopters and student adoptees on 
their area of study.

“Sometimes that doesn’t always 
work out, but it goes area of study first 
and then, if (the student) has signed 
up at the same time as the alumni, 
then that’s how they’d be matched as 
well,” Vargas said.

Both the student and alumni are 
also given ground rules on how to be-
have during their interactions.

“They’re given a lot of guidelines as 
far as etiquette at the alumni’s home, 
and vice versa. The alumni are also 
given rules for hosting the student,” 
Vargas said.

Last year, Montes had Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with his advisor and other 
international students, and said it was 
the reason he decided to sign-up for 
Adopt-A-Miner.

“I had a pretty good time,” said 
Montes said. “This year, I signed up 
my girlfriend and we’re both going to 
go to a family for Thanksgiving…we 
don’t have much family here. I think 
it’s a pretty important thing to have a 
gathering with somebody’s family, be-
cause it’s the same kind of energy and 
you’re with a bunch of people that are 
really nice.”

Communication between the 
alumni adopters and students are 
handled between themselves after the 
sign-up and matching stages. Either 

through email or phone, students and 
alumni decide how transportation 
and scheduling are going to work.

Montes said that his adopter quick-
ly sent her contact information and 
they’ve been emailing and making 
plans for the day.

“They seem pretty nice. They actu-
ally invited us in the morning around 
9 a.m. since there’s going to be a pa-

rade, so we get to go with them,” 
Montes said.

With a new option for students 
during this Thanksgiving holiday, and 
another opportunity to band togeth-
er again in the spring, the Student 
Alumni Association has provided a 
bright prospect for the break, giving 

By rEBEccA GuErrEro
The Prospector

Whether it’s unrest in the Middle 
East, drug-related wars in Colom-
bia and Mexico, or the Occupy 
Wall Street Movement, members of 
UTEP’s Global Relations Organiza-
tion is attemping to bring awareness 
and start discussing important issues 
affecting the world.

“GRO provides an unthreaten-
ing environment for students to talk 
about things they’ve seen on the news 
or confusions they’ve had about cer-
tain issues,” said Jennifer Berlin, GRO 
president and junior political science 
major. “It’s a way to voice your opin-
ions without being graded, judged or 
critiqued. This aspect is great because 
sometimes it’s just hard to raise your 
hand in class.”

GRO has been active on campus 
since 2003 and aims to be a place 
where faculty and students can come 

together through a shared interest in 
global affairs.

Charles Bohemer, GRO faculty 
advisor, said the organization is a 
great way for students to learn more 
about the world around them, while 
also enjoying a beverage and having 
a little fun.

The organization hosts many social 
events including movie nights, fund-
raisers and group gatherings to play 
the board game RISK. They also hold 
many forums to discuss world events, 
such as political uprisings in the Mid-
dle East, Darfur and Afghanistan, as 
well as the Lebanese War.

Jose Duarte, GRO secretary and 
freshman pre-engineering major, said 
that because world affairs involve just 
about everything from communica-
tion, economics, philosophy, ethics 
and political science, all majors can 
benefit academically from being in 
GRO.

“Being an officer in GRO has helped 
me strengthen my abilities to succeed 

in the professional world,” Duarte 
said. “It’s taught me commitment and 
responsibility. I encourage everyone 
to join, especially if you’re interested 
in politics or seeking a related career.”

The most recent topic GRO has di-
cussed at meetings and forums was 
the worldwide Occupy Wall Street 
Movement. GRO was visited by an 
organizer of the El Paso branch of the 
Occupy Movement, who explained 
to members what the people camp-
ing in San Jacinto Plaza were hoping 
to achieve as well as the basic rules 
of protest. Durate said this is the 
kind of experience GRO aims to give 
their members to help expose global 
and political affairs that affect every-
thing right down to their immediate 
community.

Bohemer said that GRO is particu-
larly important to UTEP students 
because they live in a border city. The 
group discusses issues that many  

Gro brings political debates to utEP

see Gro on page 4

organization

Adopt a student for the holidays
thanksgiving

see homE on page 9
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Al-Zaituna Restaurant
Middle Eastern Cuisine

& hookah place

(M-F) Lunch Buffet (11-3 pm)
Gyro, Falafel, Hummus,
Tabuleh, Shrimp, Fish
Shish kebab

4172 N. Mesa
(915) 838-1260

Free
Hi speed internet
www.alzaituna.com
10% discount for UTEP
Students & Faculty.
(Bring ID)

Go Miners!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
 BELLY DANCERS 

OPEN TILL MIDNIGHT

GET 10% OFF
with your meal if you’re a
 Student, Faculty, or Staff

at UTEP!
Valid with I.D. only

4700 N. Mesa Suite D1
El Paso, TX. 79912
Phone: (915) 351-0580

UTEP Students Special!

Hairdo & Make Up

Wednesday & Thursday
Student discount on all services!

$55 
Brazilian Keratin
Hair Extensions
100% Human Hair
Massages
Facials
Permanent 
Make up 

Men & Women’s 
Haircuts
High & Low Lights
Pedicures
Nails

Regular $75

*Must bring Student ID

By AmBEr WAttS
The Prospector

Sasha Chacon, a newly-recognized 
tenure creative writing professor and 
author of “Insides She Swallowed,” 
was recently announced the winner 

of the Before Columbus Foundation 
award.

Chacon received the award Oct. 16 
for her book of 31 poems that rely on 
strong images and line to explore the 
ideas of consumption and sensuality 
through the eyes of immigrants.

“Her poetry’s very impressive, 
very intense, very careful and very 
thoughtful,” said Benjamin Saenz, 
professor and creative writing depart-
ment chair. “She brings her instincts, 
her emotions and her intellect to-
gether when she creates similes and 
images in her work. They’re always at 
the service of something greater than 
the image itself; it’s at the service of 
the poem.”

Much of Chacon’s award-winning 
book, “Insides She Swallowed”, is cen-
tered around her mother.

“Seems very autobiographically 
close to my mother, who all her life 
has had this leg that she’s just kind of 
dragged behind her with this weird 
sickness that nobody’s ever known 
about,” Chacon said. “Sometimes 
she’s been bed-ridden, sometimes 

slightly paralyzed, and we’ve just had 
to deal with it.”

Chacon said that she employs that 
idea of a mother dragging her leg as 
a symbol for the immigrant, explain-
ing that the image illustrates the idea 
of when you don’t want to move for-
ward, but you have to anyway.

Carlos Espinoza, creative writing 
graduate student, said the images 
Chacon uses in the book are some-
what related to parts of her life, but 
they are also related to social issues 
and social class.

“(Her poems) have this slight un-
dertone in it, that’s not what her book 
is really about, but I find that there in 
her poetry,” Espinoza said.“As a Chi-
cano writer, that’s the first thing that 
I pick up.”

Chacon was born in the Philip-
pines, but was raised in various places 
around the world, including Saudi 
Arabia, Georgia and Oklahoma. She 
says that being distanced from the 
Filipino culture was the reason for all 
the food in her book.

“When you’re away from your 
homeland, when you can’t even re-
turn, because it’s an ocean away, when 
you can’t call home because it’s long 
distance, and everyone is dying: food 
is all we have left,” Chacon said.

In “Insides She Swallowed”, Chacon 
discusses the Filipino culture, one that 
accepts eating brains and intestines.

“It’s about how we consume what is 
living, in order to live,” Chacon said.

Saenz said Chacon’s images are 
very arresting and always drive home 
a point, both on an intellectual and 
emotional level that a reader can see 
and feel.

“She doesn’t write ‘nice’ poetry, she 
wants to challenge a reader,” Saenz 
said.

When she writes her poems, 
Chacon said she writes about what 
is important to her and what has had 
big influences on her life.

“When I write a poem, I don’t 
worry about showing a reader any-
thing, nor do I worry about trying to 
show an immigrant story. Those are 
simply just my obsessions,” Chacon 
said. “The obsessions of food comes 
because I’m a pig (she said laughing), 
the obsessions of mother comes up 
because that’s a very big part of my 

emotional life. What I try to show is 
that those are my obsessions.”

Chacon’s husband and creative 
writing professor, Daniel Chacon, re-
ceived the award in 2009, and Saenz 
received it for his first book.

“At UC Berkeley, they were making 
a big deal that they had two Ameri-
can Book Award winners, and when 
I was talking to the American Book 
Award foundation, they were very ex-
cited that both my husband and I had 
won awards. They said that we were 
the first couple,” Chacon said.

Sebastian Vargas, junior creative 
writing major, said while taking a 
class with Chacon he appreciated her 
enthusiasm and her encouragement 
in his personal growth in poetry 
writing.

“I thought that was one of the best 
things about her, because I wasn’t re-
ally familiar with poetry when I went 
into the class, and she made me want 
to keep practicing,” Vargas said.

While taking one of Chacon’s class-
es, Vargas noticed poetry was her pas-
sion immediately.

“I just remember her saying that 
she sits in her office and repeats 
words over and over, and sometimes 
people in the other offices would ask 
her, ‘what were you doing that whole 
time?,’” Vargas said.

Through Chacon’s charm, passion 
and commitment, she has impressed 
colleagues and students alike, ac-
quired the American Book Award 
with her first book and already made 
headway for her next book, “Bodies 
and Other Natural Disasters.”

“I really know that she’s going to be 
the kind of poet that’s always going 
to be stretching herself,” Saenz said. 
“She’s never going to be writing the 
same things. She’s going to do some-
thing different every time because 
that’s just the way she is, that’s the way 
she learns.”

Amber Watts may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Creative writing professor’s poetry earns top honors
Faculty Spotlight

GREG CaSTillO / The Prospector
Sasha Chacon, creative writing professor, was announced Oct. 16 the winner the Before Columbus Foundation award for 
her poety book “Insides She Swallowed.”

students have seen first hand living 
in the border area.

Berlin said one of the best things 
about GRO is the ability to bounce 
ideas off of people with different 
perspectives.

“Once we were discussing the le-
galization of drugs and a girl from 
Colombia had some interesting 
ideas I’d never heard before,” Ber-
lin said. “That’s one of the things I 
enjoy most about GRO. It lets me 
challenge myself, not to look at the 
world with blinders on.”

Looking to the future, GRO has 
big plans for the organization, in-
cluding a possible journal that 
would serve as a forum for students 
to get their political opinions pub-
lished before graduation. Next se-
mester, they hope for larger-scale 
activities than the group has seen 
so far. 

“Don’t be intimidated if you don’t 
know much about politics, curiosity 
is reason enough to join,” Bohemer 
said.

For more information, contact 
Charles Bohemer at crbohemer@
utep.edu.

rebecca Guerrero may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

GrO from page 3
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108 Vaquero Lane   
El Paso, Texas 79912   

Amenities
Evaporative Cooling
Free Basic Cable TV

Low Utility Bills
2 Swimming Pools
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Playground
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24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

Pets Welcome
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Minutes From I-10

 (915) 533-3381
Fax (915) 533-3483
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU !

By KryStAl OBliNGEr
The Prospector

Reena Beggs wakes up in the hon-
ors house, jumps into a cold shower, 
fills her stomach with a bowl of rice 
and then heads to class, and that’s 
only if she beats out the other people 
sharing the building with her.

“To be completely honest, I am 
a little bit high maintenance, so I 
knew how tough it was going to be, 
but I didn’t know it was going to be 
as tough as it was,” said Biggs, sopho-
more health science major. “I like rice, 
but I had to eat it for every meal and 
sleeping on the floor doesn’t sound so 
bad at first, but when you are doing it 
before a big exam or you have to do it 
for consecutive nights, it can be a real 
strain on you.”

Beggs and other members of the 
ONE student organization, which 
works to end extreme poverty and 
preventable disease by bringing 
awareness to the community, did 
this for four days as their second 
challenge in the intercollegiate ONE 

Campus Challenge. The organiza-
tion does events like this in order to 
gain a learning experience on how it 
feels to live off $1.50 a day, much like 
many living in poverty, and to be able 
to share their discoveries with the 
community.

Maegan Ramirez, ONE president 
and senior political science major, 
said this challenge and others to fol-
low are part of the ONE Campus 
Challenge intercollegiate competi-
tion, where students involved have 
to conduct the most effective global 
poverty-fighting campaign.

“We are an advocacy group,” 
Ramirez said. “We do not ask for 
money, we only ask for your voice 
and we do that by educating our com-
munity with challenges such as these.”

The organization is a registered part 
of the official grassroots activist orga-
nization ONE, which began in 2008 
when the DATA (Debt, AIDS, Trade 
Africa) organization joined forces 
with ONE.

This organization mainly helps to 
shed light on the poverty in places 

such as Africa and Haiti. Some stu-
dents feel like these issues range clos-
er to home and that the organization 
works on more than one level.

“I was in a situation where I was 
forced to live in my car,” said Vincent 
Garcia, junior English major. “I kept 
my EP fitness membership so I could 
take showers at the gym and I use 
the Internet at Carl’s Jr. or Starbucks. 
Some of the biggest difficulties I had 
to face were the weather. You’re living 
spaces may not have insulation so if 

it is cold or hot, you are going to face 
challenges.”

Garcia spent sometime living in his 
car while also attending school. Gar-
cia said he paid for school, gas, food 
and other living expenses out of his 
own pocket in order to survive.

“A lot of people go days without 
money,” Garcia said. “Economic 
problems are starting to be put into 
perspective, especially with the un-
employment rate rising and events 
such as Occupy Wall Street occurring. 
I think we are becoming more aware 
of our own economic instability and it 
is an issue that needs to be addressed.”

Across the border, people face much 
of the same issues with the inevitable 
possibility of turning to crime.

“People try to survive whichever 
way they can,” said Oscar Moreno, 
junior creative writing major. “This is 
especially something you see in Mex-
ico. They try whatever they can to 
survive, from juggling to being street 
clowns. Unfortunately, this is also 
why so many people turn to crime. 
They really don’t see any other way to 
get by.”

Moreno said that things like clothes, 
cars, housing and even water become 
unaffordable luxuries, with acquiring 
food becoming the main priority.

“I think it’s important to make peo-
ple aware of these situations through 
organizations such as these because 
(poverty)it’s everywhere,” Moreno 
said. “It allows people to put them-
selves in the shoes of those who have 
nothing. When we begin to under-
stand these situations, it will make 
us appreciate what we have and also 
hopefully ask ‘How can I help?’”

Beggs asked the same question 
after Ramirez informed her of the 
organization.

“I knew there were people living 
in poverty, but it’s not something I 
thought about,” Beggs said. “So when 
someone I was so close to told me 
about things that I knew I would nor-
mally ignore it. This made me really 
want to get involved and that’s how I 
became an officer.”

Ramirez explained that this past 
challenge would not be their last, as 
the goal of these events are meant to 
bring awareness to the UTEP and El 
Paso community.

“We do this to not only make peo-
ple aware, but to also enhance our un-
derstanding of that struggle,” Ramirez 
said. “When we do reach out to our 
senators we will be able to have that 
experience.”

Krystal Oblinger may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Students live off a dollar a day to experience poverty
Organization

VERONiCa CHaPaRRO / The Prospector
Sandra Salinas, junior clinical lab science major, and other members of  ONE write thank you cards to all the people who sup-
ported the group during a week where they lived off  $1.50 a day.

“We do not ask for money, we only 

ask for your voice and we do that by 

educating our community with challenges 

such as these.”

- Reena Beggs, sophomore health science major



PAGE6NEWS THE PROSPECTOR
November 22, 2011

TUITION & FEES
2011 OPEN FORUMS

TUITION & FEES
2011 OPEN FORUMS

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASOTHE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

Tuesday 
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Political science professor receives Border Heroes award
Community

By JASmiNE AGuilErA
The Prospector

Every year, the non-profit Las 
Americas Immigrant Advocacy Cen-
ter awards El Paso citizens the Border 
Heroes award for their service to the 
center. This year, Kathleen Staudt, 
UTEP political science professor, was 
one of the two recipients.

The award was presented to Staudt 
Nov. 6 at an awards dinner.

“I got a call from the director in 
the late summer and I was elated and 
honored by this fine organization,” 
Staudt said. “I have long held Las 
Americas in high esteem.”

Staudt believes she received the 
award because she founded UTEP’s 
Center for Civic Engagement 10 years 
ago, which aims to promote student 
and faculty engagement in the El Paso 
community.

“It was a no-brainer choosing this 
years’ Border Heroes,” said Louie Gil-
ot, executive director at Las Americas. 
“Dr. Staudt has been dedicated to the 
community and immigration issues. 
She’s shown that through her teaching 
and writing. She is extremely dedicat-
ed to non-profits and she inspires her 
students to get more involved with 
the community.”

Staudt has been involved with sev-
eral community-based organizations 
in the region and has published 16 
books, seven of which dealt with bor-
der issues including human rights, 
citizenship, violence and activism.

“I feel proud that we have someone 
like Dr. Staudt working at UTEP,” said 
Yael Padilla, sophomore communica-
tion major. “She makes me feel proud 
to be a UTEP student and glad that 
I decided to stay here. We definitely 
need more people like her in our 
community.”

Staudt hopes that through this rec-
ognition, awareness will spread about 
immigration issues and more people 
will want to get involved.

“I hope that more people will con-
tribute their time to this sound non-
profit organization with a strong track 
record of accomplishments in our 
community,” Staudt said. “The orga-
nization works with unaccompanied 
minor immigrant children, with peo-
ple seeking political asylum fleeing 
violence and with advocacy for long 
overdue immigration reform.”

Paulina Castillo, freshman me-
chanical engineering major, said the 
work of Staudt has helped and shined 
a light on immigration issues that 
have had a big impact on the El Paso 
community.

“This is a harsh time for a lot of 
immigrants, especially with so many 
politicians here in America that make 
it hard for people to immigrate,” Cas-
tillo said. “I think Dr. Staudt is a great 
person for helping immigrants be-
cause they do go through a lot.”

Along with Staudt, Jacob Hey-
demman, local orthopedic surgeon, 
received the Border Heroes award. 
Heydemman received the award for 
his volunteer services to hospitals and 

clinics in several parts of Mexico, in-
cluding Ciudad Juarez.

“We need more people in our 
community that care as much as Dr. 

Staudt and Dr. Heydemman,” Gilot 
said. “Their selflessness has had such 
a positive impact on so many lives 

and the least we can do for them in re-
turn is present them with this award.”

Jasmine Aguilera may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

VERONiCa CHaPaRRO / The Prospector
Kathleen Staudt, UTEP political science professor, received the Border Heroes award for her service at the non-profit Las 
americas immigrant advocacy Center. Staudt won the award along with Jacob Heydemman, local orthopedic surgeon.
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By JESSicA SABBAh
Scripps Howard Foundation Wire

WASHINGTON – NASA is look-
ing for its next class of astronauts.

The space agency held a briefing 
Nov. 15 at its headquarters to an-

nounce the selection process for the 

2013 class of astronauts.

“These are exciting times here at 

NASA, and this an especially exciting 

day,” NASA Administrator Charles 

Bolden said.

Janet Kavandi, flight crew op-

erations director, said NASA goes 

through the selection process about 

every two to four years. She said 

NASA selects astronauts to preserve 

the pool of qualified individuals 

needed to fly into space and to oper-
ate the International Space Station.

The 30-year-old Space Shuttle pro-
gram concluded July 21 when Atlan-
tis landed for the last time.

“We’re extremely proud of the trail-
blazing accomplishments of our shut-
tle astronauts over the past 30 years, 
but with the end of the shuttle pro-
gram, we’re now setting our sights on 
even more distant horizons,” Bolden 
said. “We are once again ready to go 
where no man or woman has gone 
before.”

Interested individuals are encour-
aged to apply before Jan. 27. at USA-
Jobs.gov. The page lists requirements, 
qualifications, duties and the evalu-
ation process. The annual salary is 
from $64,724 to $141,715. A bach-
elors degree from an accredited insti-
tution in engineering, biological sci-
ence, physical science or mathematics 
is required. 

NASA usually gets between 3,000 
and 4,000 valid applications and ex-
pects the same number for this class, 
Michael Curie, NASA public affairs 
specialist, said in an email. 

Training takes about two years to 
complete.

Kavandi said the training process 
has gotten harder because at the In-
ternational Space Station, everyone 
needs to know how to do every job.

Astronaut Serena Aunon, of League 
City, Texas, a member of the class of 
2009, which trained differently than 
astronauts who preceded them, spoke 
about her training. Their training will 
be similar to future classes.

“We were one of the first classes 
that came in knowing we would never 
fly in the shuttle,” she said.

Aunon said the training her class 
went through focused on three main 
areas: international space station 
systems, robotics and extravehicular 
activities.

Four other 2009 astronauts also 
spoke about their experiences: Kjell 
Lindgren, of League City, Texas; 
Kathleen Rubins, of Cambridge, 
Mass., Scott Tingle, of Hollywood, 
Md., and Mark Vande Hei, of El Lago, 
Texas.

Teachers and sixth to eighth grade 
students from Whittier Education 
Campus in D.C. attended the an-
nouncement. Nine National Science 
Foundation Albert Einstein Distin-
guished Educator Fellows and more 
than 20 graduate-level student am-
bassadors were also in the audience.

Bolden spoke to the importance 
of education in the so-called STEM 
disciplines – science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics - and said 
the students and educators were the 
key to NASA’s future.

“For space exploration and educa-
tion go hand-in-hand, after all that’s 
what space exploration is all about,” 
he said. “Expanding our knowledge 
of the solar system and our relation-
ship to it so that we can make life bet-
ter here on earth.”

Jessica Sabbah is a post-graduate multimedia fellow 
at the Scripps howard Foundation. She may be reached at 
prospector@utep.edu.

NASA calls for aspiring astronauts to apply to fly
National

 JESSiCa SabbaH / SHFWire
Kathleen Rubins, center, addresses the crowd during NaSa’s news conference about the search for new astronauts. With her 
are fellow class of  2009 astronauts Serena aunon, left, Kjell Lindgren, Scott Tingle and Mark Vande Hei.
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What is your favorite place to hang out at around theUTEP campus?
Question of the week

Photos by Candie Herrera, Veronica Chaparro, Justin Stene and Greg Castillo

ALAN PEREZ
Freshman mechanical engineering major
“I like to hang out at Toro Burger with a 
few of  my close friends because not only 
do I get to hang out with my friends but I 
get to eat their sweet potato fries which are 
delicious.”

ANGELicA RAmiREZ
Biology graduate student
“Sinbad’s off  of  Mesa has really good Medi-
terranean cuisine. It’s a nice change from 
the typical Mexican food; I like to go there 
often with my friends and family.”

JENNifER SALAS
Freshman studio art major
“My favorite place to be when I am not on 
campus is Kinley’s. I like the atmosphere 
and they have awesome food. I usually hang 
out with friends.”

ALfREdo RomAN
Freshman cellular & molecular bio-
chemestry major
“I really like going to Chicago’s. The food 
is great and I like the way it’s decorated. It 
gives the place a nice feel.”

diANA mAciEL
Freshman biochemestry major
“I love going to Kinley’s, especially for their 
Mexican Horchata Frappe. I usually go with 
friends to just hang out, but sometimes we 
study.”

cARLoS PAdiLLA
Freshman liberal arts major
“Panda Express. It’s delicious and I love that 
it’s close to campus.”

BALTAZAR hERRERA
Freshman business major
“I like going to grab somethng to eat with a 
group of  friends at Panda Express because 
I like Chinese food and Panda Express is the 
best Chinese food in El Paso.”

ESTEfANiA GARciA
Freshman general studies major
“I like to go get lunch at Whataburger, their 
food is better than all other fast food places. 
It’s also pretty close to campus.”

TAyLoR hiNES
Freshman mechanical engineer major
“I like to go eat at Toro Burger and Crave 
because they have really tasty food and it 
is near campus so I can go before or after 
class.”

cRySTiNA PimENTEL
Freshman general studies major
“I love Panda Express. Their food is deli-
cious. My friends and I go there at least 
once a week.”

dAVid GUTiERREZ
Freshman business major
“I like to hang out at Crave because it is one 
of  my favorite places to eat and I get to go 
with my friends.”

yi-TiNG choU
Sophomore art major
“The movies because in college there’s a lot 
of  pressure. It’s a chance to relax and be 
entertained.”

JAViER GoNZALEZ
Junior business and accounting major
“I like to play pool with my friends at The 
Tequila Garage. It’s free and it’s never too 
packed and pretty close to campus.”

fREdERicA yoShAWiRJA
Sophomore studio art - graphic design 
major
“Shopping at Sunland Park Mall because I 
love shopping.”
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some students something to truly be 
thankful for.

“(The students) were really just 
touched and really happy that they 
had an adoptive family for Thanks-
giving,” Vargas said. “And so many 
alumni love doing it for their 
students.”

Plans for the future with the Adopt-
A-Miner program involve gaining 

more supporters and all kinds of stu-
dents to become engaged in it.

“We’re hoping by the time we get 
to 2014, that we have at least 100 
alumni coming back to take students 
to dinner or take them home for 
Thanksgiving,” Vargas said. “I think 
what we’ll have to do next year is ini-
tiate the program a little earlier be-
cause a lot of (students) had already 
found friends to go home with for 
Thanksgiving.”

Amber Watts may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

HOME from page 3

“(The students) were really just touched 

and really happy that they had an 

adoptive family for Thanksgiving.”

- Claudia Vargas, president of the Student Alumni Association



SERVICES

EAT & DRINK ON CAMPUS

PLAY & SHOP

COLOR KEY

BEST PLACE TO DANCE

The OP
Don Quintin
Peoria

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST SPORTS BAR

Pockets
Applebee’s
Wing Daddy’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST DRINK SPECIALS

Sonic (Happy Hour)

Hope & Anchor

915

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BAR TO END 
THE NIGHT

Hope & Anchor
Nova Luna
Spice Bar

1st

2nd

3rd

Starbucks
Kinley’s House
McDonald’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST COFFEE

The Olive Garden
Cappeto’s, Pho Tres Bien, 
& Sinbad Restaurant (TIED)

Tara Thai, India Palace, & 
Hong Kong Buffet (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST INTERNATIONAL 
FOOD

BEST MARGARITAS

Applebee’s
Carlos & Mickey’s

Cheddar’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST WINGS

Wing Stop
Wing Daddy’s
Buffalo Wild Wings

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO WORK

2nd

1st UTEP
LACIT

1st

2nd

3rd

Walmart
Albertsons
Ranch Market

BEST SUPERMARKET

1st

2nd

3rd

House of Pain
Sun City Tattoos
Ink Spot Tattoos

BEST TATTOO SHOP

1st

2nd

3rd

Amazon
UTEP Bookstore
CBA Textbooks

BEST PLACE TO BUY 
TEXTBOOKS

BEST SALON

Barragan’s
Segovia’s
Ishmael

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

Wells Fargo
GECU
Chase

BEST BANK

1st

2nd

3rd

Bowie Bakery
Corner Bakery
Valentine’s Bakery

BEST BAKERY

1st

2nd

3rd

T-Mobile
Verizon
AT&T
Sprint

BEST PHONE SERVICE

(TIED)

Taco Tote
La Terraza, Los Gallegos, 
& L&J’s (TIED)

Leo’s, Julio’s, Carnitas Quere-
taro, & Barrigas (TIED)1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MEXICAN FOOD

Panda Express
Grand China Buffet
Chopsticks & 
Hong Kong Buffet (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST CHINESE FOOD

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST VEGETARIAN FOOD

Souper Salad
Luby’s
Sinbad Restaurant &
Salad Creations (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST LATE-NIGHT FOOD

Whataburger
Chico’s Tacos
Village Inn

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST SUSHI
The Sushi Place
Okazuri Floating Sushi

Yamato

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PIZZA
Peter Piper Pizza
Pizza Hut

Papa John’s & 
Pizza Joint (TIED)

McDonald’s
Whataburger
Wendy’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST FAST FOOD

Crisostomo
Rafa’s Burritos
Bonnie’s Café

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BURRITOS

Grand China Buffet
Golden Corral
Cici’s Pizza

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BUFFET

Union Bldg. East
Chopsticks
Quizno’s

Union Bldg. East
Library
Leech Grove

Outside Sun Bowl
Geology Lawn
UTEP Parking Lots

Ford Dealership
Volkswagen of El Paso
El Paso Honda  (TIED)
Alamo Auto &
Rudolph Dealerships  (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO
EAT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO HANG 
OUT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO TAILGATE

BEST CAR SHOP

Cielo Vista
Sunland Park Mall
Las Palmas

Sally’s Beauty Supply

Crazy Cat Cyclery
Harley Davidson
Mr. Motorcycle &
Yamaha of El Paso (TIED)

Barragan’s, Segovia,
& Ishmael (TIED)
Foliage, Milan, & 
Super Cuts (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BIKE SHOP

BEST HAIR SALON

BEST SHOPPING 
CENTER/MALL

UTEP Student 
Recreation Center

Planet Fitness
EP Fitness

Tinseltown
Cinemark
Premiere Cinemas

Oasis
Bowl El Paso
Fiesta Lanes

Barragan’s
Mirage
Milan, Spa Envy, Foliage, & 
West End Hair Co. (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MOVIE THEATRE

BEST BOWLING ALLEY

BEST GYM

 BEST SPA/MASSAGE

Pockets
915
Bowl El Paso

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BILLIARDS

Forever 21
Target
Kohl’s

1st

2nd

3rd

FAVORITE STORE

Mister Car Wash
Vintage Car Wash
H&H Car Wash

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST CAR WASH

IHOP
Village Inn
Denny’s

Café Central
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing

The Olive Garden

Baskin Robins
Coldstone
Marble Slab

The Lowbrow
Tricky Falls
The Percolator

Car
Sun Metro
Walking

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST ICE CREAM

BEST MUSIC VENUE

FAVORITE MODE 
OF TRANSPORTATION

BEST SPOT FOR A
ROMANTIC DINNER

BEST BREAKFAST

Library
The Union Building

Leech Grove

Library
The Union Building

Leech Grove

Sun Bowl 
Parking Garage

Inner Campus
Library

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MAKE
OUT SPOT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO
CATCH A NAP

BEST SPOT TO PARK 
ON CAMPUS

Library
LACIT
UTEP Student 
Recreation Center

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO
WORK ON CAMPUS

the prospector
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SERVICES

EAT & DRINK ON CAMPUS

PLAY & SHOP

COLOR KEY

BEST PLACE TO DANCE

The OP
Don Quintin
Peoria

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST SPORTS BAR

Pockets
Applebee’s
Wing Daddy’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST DRINK SPECIALS

Sonic (Happy Hour)

Hope & Anchor

915

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BAR TO END 
THE NIGHT

Hope & Anchor
Nova Luna
Spice Bar

1st

2nd

3rd

Starbucks
Kinley’s House
McDonald’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST COFFEE

The Olive Garden
Cappeto’s, Pho Tres Bien, 
& Sinbad Restaurant (TIED)

Tara Thai, India Palace, & 
Hong Kong Buffet (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST INTERNATIONAL 
FOOD

BEST MARGARITAS

Applebee’s
Carlos & Mickey’s

Cheddar’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST WINGS

Wing Stop
Wing Daddy’s
Buffalo Wild Wings

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO WORK

2nd

1st UTEP
LACIT

1st

2nd

3rd

Walmart
Albertsons
Ranch Market

BEST SUPERMARKET

1st

2nd

3rd

House of Pain
Sun City Tattoos
Ink Spot Tattoos

BEST TATTOO SHOP

1st

2nd

3rd

Amazon
UTEP Bookstore
CBA Textbooks

BEST PLACE TO BUY 
TEXTBOOKS

BEST SALON

Barragan’s
Segovia’s
Ishmael

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

Wells Fargo
GECU
Chase

BEST BANK

1st

2nd

3rd

Bowie Bakery
Corner Bakery
Valentine’s Bakery

BEST BAKERY

1st

2nd

3rd

T-Mobile
Verizon
AT&T
Sprint

BEST PHONE SERVICE

(TIED)

Taco Tote
La Terraza, Los Gallegos, 
& L&J’s (TIED)

Leo’s, Julio’s, Carnitas Quere-
taro, & Barrigas (TIED)1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MEXICAN FOOD

Panda Express
Grand China Buffet
Chopsticks & 
Hong Kong Buffet (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST CHINESE FOOD

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST VEGETARIAN FOOD

Souper Salad
Luby’s
Sinbad Restaurant &
Salad Creations (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST LATE-NIGHT FOOD

Whataburger
Chico’s Tacos
Village Inn

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST SUSHI
The Sushi Place
Okazuri Floating Sushi

Yamato

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PIZZA
Peter Piper Pizza
Pizza Hut

Papa John’s & 
Pizza Joint (TIED)

McDonald’s
Whataburger
Wendy’s

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST FAST FOOD

Crisostomo
Rafa’s Burritos
Bonnie’s Café

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BURRITOS

Grand China Buffet
Golden Corral
Cici’s Pizza

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BUFFET

Union Bldg. East
Chopsticks
Quizno’s

Union Bldg. East
Library
Leech Grove

Outside Sun Bowl
Geology Lawn
UTEP Parking Lots

Ford Dealership
Volkswagen of El Paso
El Paso Honda  (TIED)
Alamo Auto &
Rudolph Dealerships  (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO
EAT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO HANG 
OUT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO TAILGATE

BEST CAR SHOP

Cielo Vista
Sunland Park Mall
Las Palmas

Sally’s Beauty Supply

Crazy Cat Cyclery
Harley Davidson
Mr. Motorcycle &
Yamaha of El Paso (TIED)

Barragan’s, Segovia,
& Ishmael (TIED)
Foliage, Milan, & 
Super Cuts (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BIKE SHOP

BEST HAIR SALON

BEST SHOPPING 
CENTER/MALL

UTEP Student 
Recreation Center

Planet Fitness
EP Fitness

Tinseltown
Cinemark
Premiere Cinemas

Oasis
Bowl El Paso
Fiesta Lanes

Barragan’s
Mirage
Milan, Spa Envy, Foliage, & 
West End Hair Co. (TIED)

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MOVIE THEATRE

BEST BOWLING ALLEY

BEST GYM

 BEST SPA/MASSAGE

Pockets
915
Bowl El Paso

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST BILLIARDS

Forever 21
Target
Kohl’s

1st

2nd

3rd

FAVORITE STORE

Mister Car Wash
Vintage Car Wash
H&H Car Wash

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST CAR WASH

IHOP
Village Inn
Denny’s

Café Central
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing

The Olive Garden

Baskin Robins
Coldstone
Marble Slab

The Lowbrow
Tricky Falls
The Percolator

Car
Sun Metro
Walking

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST ICE CREAM

BEST MUSIC VENUE

FAVORITE MODE 
OF TRANSPORTATION

BEST SPOT FOR A
ROMANTIC DINNER

BEST BREAKFAST

Library
The Union Building

Leech Grove

Library
The Union Building

Leech Grove

Sun Bowl 
Parking Garage

Inner Campus
Library

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST MAKE
OUT SPOT ON CAMPUS

BEST PLACE TO
CATCH A NAP

BEST SPOT TO PARK 
ON CAMPUS

Library
LACIT
UTEP Student 
Recreation Center

1st

2nd

3rd

BEST PLACE TO
WORK ON CAMPUS

the prospector
2 0 1 1

T H E   S T U D E N T S ʼ   C H O I C E   A W A R D S

Ana E. Madrid Ann Anaya Anthony E. Maese Marianna Borrego

Not Pictured: Scot Johnson, Ashley Stiefer

�C�o�n�g�r�a�t�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�	�t�o�	
�o�u�r�	�s�u�r�v�e�y�	�w�i�n�n�e�r�s�!
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Contemporary-Vintage 
& Designer Fashions
Featuring Local Art 

& Artisan Items
Feather Extentions & more!

1805 Montana (Cotton)
El Paso, Texas 79902

915.256.5942

Monday–Friday 7–11

Saturday 11–5

Buy-Sell-Trade Clothes & Accessories

Like us on

“We want to add classes so that 
students won’t have to change their 
plans,” Edens said. “Obviously, no 
one likes increases in tuition, but that 
is what the forum is for. Students have 
the opportunity to provide feedback 
and voice their opinions.”

A student-majority committee, 
chaired by Edens and Student Gov-
ernment Association President Pablo 
Padilla, met Nov. 8 and 9 to deter-
mine tuition and fee rates for the next 
two years. Based on information pro-
vided by the Office of the Vice Presi-
dent for Business Affairs and due to 
the legislature’s budget cuts, the com-
mittee decided they were willing to 
pay a little extra in tuition in order to 
better the university, Edens said.

The increase in tuition will also 
help provide revenue for the univer-
sity. According to Edens, UTEP will 
face a 15 percent cut in its budget 
over the next two academic years by 
the state legislature, which is about 
$27 million.
Student loan debt increases

As tuition has increased, more stu-
dents have found themselves in finan-
cial need and many have resorted to 
taking out federal student loans.

According to the Project on Stu-
dent Debt, two-thirds of college se-
niors in 2010 graduated with student 
loans. They had an average of more 
than $25,000 worth of debt.

Last month, President Barack 
Obama announced plans to change 
the way recent graduates repay their 

student loan debt. The plan is meant 
to make it easier for graduates to 
make their payments.

The changes are specifically being 
made to the Pay as You Earn plan. 
Currently, students can cap their pay-
ments at 15 percent of their income, 
but the new plan will change that 

cap to 10 percent. Another change is 
that after 20 years, all remaining debt 
will be forgiven. Currently, the debt 
would not be forgiven until after 25 
years.

This new plan will impact students 
who took out federal student loans in 
2008 or later. Many UTEP students 
are expecting to benefit from this 
change.

“I think it will help students more 
because it will reduce the pressure of 
having to make high monthly pay-
ments,” said Christina Favela, fresh-
man forensic science major. “Gradu-
ating students have a lot to worry 
about, especially with the current job 
crisis. At least this is a little bit of good 
news they’re receiving.”

Even though the plan is intended 
to help graduating students pay their 

debt, some feel it may not be such a 
good idea.

“I think that even though there is 
less to pay each month, I’ll still end 
up paying off the loans for a lon-
ger period of time,” said Michelle 
Ramirez, freshman creative writing 
major. “Even though it’s less money 
each month, I’d be paying more in the 
long run, I think, since loans come 
with interest.

Luisa Havens, executive director of 
admissions and recruitment, said she 
does not see any negative effects from 
the change.

“With time, we will know for sure. 
But right now, it seems like a really 
good thing for our students, anything 
that can help is a good thing,” Havens 
said. “I don’t particularly think this 
will encourage more students to start 
attending school, but I still think this 
could only have a positive impact. 
The effects of this plan are going to be 
very interesting to see. They don’t ac-
tually take effect until 2012, so all we 
can do is guess as to what will actually 
happen.”

According to a study done by non-
profit organization Generation Op-
portunity, 77 percent of people ages 
18 to 29 either have or will delay a 
major life change due to the poor 
state of the economy. Additionally, 
the study showed that 27 percent of 
this demographic said they will delay 
paying off student loans or other debt.

“If students delay paying loans, 
that could do serious damage to their 
credit,” Havens said. “That is another 
reason I believe this new plan will 
have a positive outcome.”

The Generation Opportunity study 
also found that 44 percent of young 
people delay buying a home, 18 per-
cent delay getting married and 23 
percent delay starting a family.

“The heart of the matter here is that 
young Americans need jobs in order 
to repay any debts, including student 
loans, and to plan for the future,” said 
Paul Conway, president of the non-
profit and former chief of staff at the 
U.S. Department of Labor in a press 
release. “The poor economy and the 
lack of jobs are the central reasons 
why millions of young Americans 
have delayed their dreams of buying 
a home, getting more education, sav-
ing for retirement, getting married or 
starting a family… Elected officials 
in both parties should put as much 
energy into allowing the private sec-
tor to create jobs for the next genera-
tion as they do preparing for the next 
election.”

Jasmine Aguilera may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

TUITION from page 1
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Fashion

Style watch: best trends of the year

By NAtAliA AGuilAr
The Prospector

As the year comes closer to an end, 
it’s nice to reminisce about a few 
of the top fashion trends of 2011. 
Within the year, designers showcased 
their new collections presenting the 
audience with innovative ready-to-
wear trends. 

This year brought along plenty 
of brights and color blocking that 
was balanced out with neutrals and 
whites. Sheerness and lace were 
also big trends for 2011 as well as 
the men’s white suit that made a 
comeback. 

Although most trends come and 
go, some stay and become classics.

Women: Color blocking
One of the top spring fashion 

trends of this year began with brights 
and color blocking ensembles. Gu-
cci had an amazing turnout this year 
with their vibrant colors and color 
blocking pant suits, skirts, crop tops 
and blazers. The energizing hues were 
absolutely captivating for the spring 
season.

Talk about sexy when it comes to 
sheer blouses and lace. This year, it 
was about showing some skin under 
those two kinds of tops. Worn with 
only a neutral toned or black bras-

siere, these tops were nearly crossing 
the line into tacky, but the fabrics cre-
ate this romantic/sensual look.  It’s 
important to keep the bottoms less 
flashy, and perhaps a light jacket or 
blazer can be added to perfect the 
look.

Oversized blanket coats/ponchos
Now that it’s finally nippy but not 

quite freezing ponchos and blanket-
type coats keep women warm with-
out feeling too heavy or bulky. They’re 
something different to wear other 
than a regular coat and they have a 
chic hippiesque vibe that styles great 
with boots, booties, or oxford-type 
shoes.

Men: White suit
While the black suit is a must for 

every man, the white suit made a 
comeback this spring with looks from 
Dolce and Gabbana and Bottega Ve-
neta. In contrast to the bright color 
trend, whites and neutrals were also a 
major trend for men this spring. The 
suit’s white jacket looks great with 
white jeans as well.

Bright colored skinny trousers or 
jeans

Men are currently wearing bright- 
colored pants that make an excel-
lent pair with camel-toned coats or 
sweaters. It’s nice to have some color 

during the fall/winter season other 
than black and gray. H&M and Ur-
ban Outfitters have a variety of colors 
to choose from and a fitted series of 
skinny jeans for every guy.

Cardigans should be a basic ele-
ment in every guy’s closet for their 
comfort and multi-use as dressy or 
casual. This is a classic trend that 
never goes away. The cardigan is a 
light sweater that can easily be worn 
under a coat and that can add an in-
stant oomph to a simple t-shirt and 
jeans look. Topman carries a variety 
of styles and colors perfect for an up-
coming holiday look.

Natalia Aguilar may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Movies

Cinema on the road to Oscar nominations
By ANdrES rOdriGuEz
The Prospector

It is unusually early to begin Oscar 
predictions, and rightfully so. Most 
of the real contenders have yet to re-
lease outside the limited and festival 
circuits. Films like “The Artist,” “The 
Descendants,” “War Horse,” “Ex-
tremely Loud and Incredibly Close,” 
“The Iron Lady” and “Tinker Tailor 
Soldier Spy” are among those with the 
right Oscar pedigree to land a nomi-
nation. So far, many have stood their 
ground. The following list compiles 
what I think have been the best films 
of the year released nationwide so far.

1.“The Tree of Life”
Terrence Malick’s 

creation story/family 
drama is uncomfort-
ably broad and frag-
mented, yet intimate 
and undeniably beau-
tiful. The film blatant-

ly asks life’s greatest questions and 
although it does not concretely an-
swer them, it’s a beauty to watch it try. 
The film is poetry on screen. Nature, 

whether it is in the form of trees or 
dinosaurs, is all shot and lighted in a 
breathtaking manner. Aside from the 
beauty, the film succeeds in its am-
bition to expose the meaning of life 
through a small town family (headed 
by Brad Pitt and Jessica Chastain) and 
ultimately the creation of the uni-
verse. Although it’s not for impatient 
people, those who are patient will ap-
preciate the film’s allure and intimate 
look at humanity.

2. “Midnight in Paris”
This is a sweet and ingenious ro-

mantic comedy. 
Woody Allen’s love 
letter to Paris tells the 
story of writer, Gil 
(Owen Wilson) on a 
trip to Paris with his 
fiancée Inez (Rachel 
McAdams). Gil is a hopeless romantic 
who wants to experience Paris in the 
rain. He is transported to 1920’s Paris 
where he meets some of the most in-
fluential writers of the Lost Genera-
tion.The film’s comedy comes from 
the whimsical idea of time travel, yet 

the nostalgia adds sentimental depth 
to the mix.

3. “Drive”
To some, a pre-

tentious indulg-
ing visual exercise 
by director Nico-
las Winding Refn, 
“Drive” is a violent 
and thrilling ride. 
The film’s strength 

lies in its meticulously driven and 
stylized direction. But the film is 
also outstanding in its relentless vio-
lence, soundtrack and heart. Ryan 
Gosling gives a quiet but powerful 
performance as a stunt driver turned 
mobster-chauffeur. Gosling falls for 
Irene (Carey Mulligan), the wife of an 
ex-prisoner, whom Gosling attempts 
to help get out of trouble. This film 
is eye candy to the art house aficio-
nados. Los Angeles is depicted with 
a night-life full of bright neon lights 
and warm sunsets all matched per-
fectly with a score of cool 80s synths. 
The violence is shamelessly frantic 
but well executed.

4. “Submarine”
A blend between 

the dark teenage hu-
mor in the vein of 
“Juno” and the “500 
Days of Summer” 
boyfriend/ girlfriend 
dynamic, “Submarine” is a stylish 
take on young first love. Oliver Tate 
(Craig Roberts), a British school boy 
whose life at home is falling apart, 
is in love with the unlikely Jordana 
(Yasmin Paige). Oliver’s misfit smarts 
give the film a fresh take on love, 
heartbreak and family. The young ac-
tors are incredible together, both por-
traying that awkward teenage state 
exceptionally well.

The film is refreshing for the vin-
tage visual feel, clumsy teenage love 
theme and its clever use of uneasy 
dialogue like, “To us and a wonderful 
evening of lovemaking.”

5. “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 2”

The Harry Potter franchise ended 
on the highest of notes with their 
eighth concluding installment.                

I think it’s safe to say 
the decade long jour-
ney we “muggles” 
(non-magic folk) 
went through, was 
fantastically capped. 
I will not get into the 
books vs. movies ar-
gument, but Part 2 as a piece of film 
making was heartfelt, action packed 
and visually stunning. David Yates, 
director of the latest four Harry Pot-
ter films, picks up with the trio of wiz-
ards as they attempt to destroy the last 
of the horcruxes to forever end the 
war against Lord Voldemort. Perhaps 
it’s my geeky lightning-scar-wearing-
self talking, but I truly found the film 
magical. After I left the theater I felt 
like a kid again, with my heart racing 
as I read the ultimate battle scene un-
der the blankets with a flashlight.

Other films worth mentioning 
are, “Martha Marcy May Marlene,” 
“Bridesmaids,” “The Skin I Live In,” 
“Hanna” and “Beginners.”

Andres rodriguez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Special to The Prospector
A season of trends, 2011 brought brights, colors, neutrals and whites. Sheer blouses and lace were among different styles for women and for men. 
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High Tech

The best of this year’s technology innovations
By JERRy AldAz
The Prospector

As the year witnessed the creation 
of memorable gadgets such as, iPhone 
4S, Kindle Fire and Motorola Xoom, 
it also condemned the continual de-
cline of Blackberry Playbook, the 
struggling Kobo e-readers, and the 
slow-to-ignite Windows 7 phones. 
Although many forward-thinking 
products could be praised for push-
ing the digital age, only those with 
mass appeal, long-term practicality 
and future-proof adaptability could 
rise above the saturated ocean of con-
sumer electronics.

5. Chromebook

Blending cloud computing with 
the simplicity of the highly-popular 
Chrome browser, Google’s Chrome-
book could signify the initiation of 
a computing renaissance. Utilizing 

Google’s cloud storing and Sandbox-
ing to isolate threats, Chromebook 
users have peace of mind knowing 
data loss and viruses are a thing of the 
past. Even if one’s laptop is damaged 
or stolen, since information rests in 
the cloud and not the hardware, own-
ers can simply log in through a new 
Chromebook and resume their work. 
Beyond fast boot times (10 seconds) 
and automatic updates, Chromebook 
anchors all its web-only services 
within the browser and versatility 
is infinitely expandable through the 
thousands of available apps.

4. Spotify

A must-have for music enthusiasts, 
Spotify’s straightforward interface 
makes discovering music an effortless 
task while its generous business mod-
el allows individuals to legally stream 
millions of tracks with minimal 
commercial interruptions. Although 
playback is restricted at 10 hours per 

month in the free version, subscrib-
ers may bypass all ads and streaming 
caps by joining the unlimited ver-
sion ($4.99/month). For shakers and 
movers, the Premium membership 
($9.99/month) enables streaming on 
mobile devices, ranging from iPhone 
to all Android devices, and is capable 
of storing music for offline listening.

3. Barnes & Noble Nook Simple 
Touch

The first major digital reader to 
incorporate touch capacity with 
battery-saving e-ink technology, the 
Nook Simple Touch’s improved page-
turning, minimalist design and con-
venient navigational interface make it 
the best e-reader of the year. Sold at 
a retail price of $99, its 6-inch screen 
is capable of displaying fonts in seven 
sizes and six styles, while multiple 
color scales provide optimal contrast. 

For large libraries and avid readers, 
its onboard 2 GB memory is expand-
able up to 32 GB and the Nook is 
functional for two entire months on 
a single charge.

2. T-Mobile G2

The anticipated sequel to the game-
changing G1, the HTC G2 unifies 
the best of both worlds by placing 
a finger-friendly Qwerty keyboard 
underneath its cornea-exhilarating 
3.7-inch display. Merely 14 mm thick, 
this impossibly-thin device houses a 
rugged 5 MP camera, capacitive but-
tons, 4 GB internal storage and an 8 
GB expandable port. Preloaded with 
Android Froyo (2.2), it supports flash 
web-content and grants access to the 
comprehensive Android Market. Its 
stylish design, compact flexibility 
and supported eco-system make it 
a noteworthy choice for casual con-
sumers in search of a dependable 
smartphone.

1. iPad 2

Considered the holy grail of tablets, 
the successor to the wildly-successful 
Apple iPad builds upon the original 
to deliver the best tablet dollar for 
dollar. Keeping its 9.7-inch screen, 
the new iPad lost weight and width 
around the waistline while adding 
new components such as front and 
rear facing cameras. Loaded with a 
meaty A5 dual-core processor and 
updateable to Apple’s iOS 5, the 
iPad 2 offers solid build quality and 
a responsive operating system at the 
starting price of $499. With more 
than 140,000 apps in-store, it’s bound 
to offer something for everyone.

Jerry Aldaz may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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$1.00 OFF ON ANY CLAMATO  

.
Give yourself the beach life at:

Clamatos, fresh Seafood and BYOB! 

5360 N. Mesa    El Paso, TX  79912    915-226-8219

Stop by 105 Union East 
beginning Monday, November 7th 

to Monday, November 28th 
between the hours of 9AM–Noon & 2–5PM.

*The Prospector reserves the right to edit any messages it deems inappropriate. Write as clearly as possible. Keep messages brief. 

Stop by The Prospector office to leave your 
good-bye message. Messages will be published in 

The Prospector’s Graduation Issue on December 1st. 

You are about to reach a great milestone. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2011

Column

see sEx on page 16

By BEATRIz A. CAsTAñEdA
The Prospector

Whether it’s an ac-
quaintance or a total 
stranger, one-night 
stands in college are 
just as popular as, bur-
ritos and beer. But how 
many students actu-
ally think it’s a right 

choice?
One night of passion could perhaps 

lead to mixed up emotions for either 
person, but hooking up means some-
thing different to everyone. 

According to a sexual behavior 
study by Justin Garcia, a doctoral di-
versity fellow in the laboratory of evo-
lutionary anthropology and health at 
Binghamton University, when people 
are experiencing sexual activity, the 

circumstance, meaning and behavior 
is different for each person.

“Some will experience sex with 
committed romantic partners, others 
in uncommitted, one-night stands,” 
Garcia said. “Many will experience 
multiple types of sexual relationships, 
some even occurring at the same time, 
while others will exchange sex for re-
sources or money.”

One-night stands can be risky, both 
physically and emotionally.

Say you had a long week, two exams 
and just want to let loose at the end 
of the week. After you do what you 
do, you have unemotional sex. This 
is good for those that don’t want any 
strings attached or for those that don’t 
have a committed relationship that 
requires time. They’re just simply in it 
for the sex. I know many students that 
go by this rule and it is nothing to be 
ashamed of. But is it really for you?

According to a college study done 
by researcher Amanda Holman, a 
doctoral student at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, men are 18 percent   
more likely to say they had a hookup 
than women.

Out of the 274 queried students, 84 
percent of students reported they’d 
talked with their friends at school 
about hookups. People who talked 
about hooking up were more likely to 
approve of and take part in them, Hol-
man found. In the research, only 37 
percent of people reported having two 
or more but 90 percent of students be-
lieved that at least two hookups dur-
ing the school year were “typical” for 
their peers.

Many students do not find one-
night stands to be rewarding or ful-
filling. Some students choose not to 
partake in these situations because of 
the feelings of attachment that happen 
after two people have sex.

For some girls, including myself at 
times, we can get attached more often 
than men since sex may just create 
emotional feelings. However, there are 
some girls that just do it for the sex 

and claim that they don’t get attached 
easily. Women often receive valida-
tion from feeling sexually desired. If 
a guy wants to have sex with them, 
they may feel better about themselves. 

Some guys that hookup with girls for 
one night may be extremely insecure 
and feel like they should have a differ-
ent girl to fit their sexual needs.

In a Live Science online article, re-
searcher Anne Campbell, psycholo
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a good place for studying since every 
five minutes someone is yells out, 
“Latte for Jessica!” Kinley’s on the 
other hand, is quieter and leaves more 
room to relax or study, whether you 
want to be lying on a couch or seclude 
yourself in the corner.

Best Place to Make-out, Sleep, and 
Study

The library prevailed in more than 
one category this year. It ranked num-
ber one as a spot for napping, study-
ing and for public affection. Vanessa 
Herrera, junior pre-nursing major 
relates to all three activities on the 
library’s fifth floor. She said that just 
like anyone else, she has used the li-
brary for studying and sleeping but 
unlike most people, she has also made 
out at the library.

“It was a one time thing and it was 
completely unexpected. It’s not like I 
was showing intense public affection 
like other people like doing at the 
union,” Herrera said. “I was navigat-
ing through the book shelves with 
my friend on the fifth floor, when he 
turned around and kissed me. That 
kiss turned into a brief make out 
session but I stopped because I was 
afraid of people seeing.”

Due to the secretive spaces of the 
library, Herrera said that it is the per-
fect place to do anything. You can 
fall asleep and no one will make fun 
of you, study and no one will bother 
you, you can make out and no one 
will see you.

Lacking privacy, the Union and 
Leech Grove placed second and third 
respectively, on all three categories.

Other notable selected winners are 
as follows- Best Phone Service: T-
Mobile, Best Margaritas: Applebee’s, 
and Best Place to Dance: The OP.

Second year winners are as follows: 
Best Bakery: Bowie Bakery, Best Bur-
ritos: Burritos Crisostomo, and Best 
tattoo Shop: House of Pain.

Alejandro Alba may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

BEST from page 1

gist at Durham University in Eng-
land, surveyed more than 3,300 in-
dividuals between the ages of 17 and 
40. The research reported women’s 
morning-after feelings were more 
negative than men’s. While 80 per-
cent of men had overall positive 
feelings, just 54 percent of women 
had positive feelings.

For some students I spoke to, they 
have to have some sort of emotional 
connection with that person, par-
ticularly more girls than guys. More 
likely, guys will look for one-night 
stands than girls and it’s easier for 
girls to go home with a guy than the 
other way around.

There’s always the danger of STD’s 
so if you’re going to engage in these 
activities, be prepared and always 
wear a condom.

Also, don’t try to make a relation-
ship out of it, because there wasn’t 
anything special other than just the 
hookup. Don’t expect to find the 
love of your life after that. These 
events may seem magical at the 
time, but then shut off, just like Cin-
derella loses her slipper at midnight. 
It happens to the best of us. Be pre-
pared to not expect anything from 
the person after.

If you’re feeling pangs of regret, 
confusion and shame, just move 
along; don’t consume yourself in 
over thinking it. Sometimes as stu-
dents, we are bound to make plen-
ty of mistakes, especially when it 
comes to sex and dating. College is 
a time to explore and get to know 
who you really are. So if this a do or 
don’t scenario, it will come back to 
what you believe in, whether you 
enjoy casual sex, need an emotional 
connection or don’t want a commit-
ted relationship.

Beatriz A. Castañeda may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.
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Dining Review

Beat off the billboards: hole in the wall diners across town
By HENRy ARRAMBIDE AND KRySTAl OBlINGER
The Prospector

Large billboards of burgers and 
slogans attempting to entice the pass-
ersby to stop for a dollar burger litter 
I-10, but once one ventures off the 
long stretch of road, many new and 
hidden gem restaurants wait nestled 
between street corners. 

These are just a few of the best 
hole-in-the-wall food establishments 
across town. The list ranges from 
sushi to café dining. These are not 
the only places that offer consistent 
good food and service, just the ones 
we tend to venture to. Places such as 
these take time to find, but in many 
cases, they turn out better than most 
franchises.

Sushi samba
One of the top places to go for some 

good Japanese-style sushi is located 
on 9861 Dyer St. at Hamachi Sushi. 
The menu features a variety of styles 
such as the basic California roll and 
their signature specials like their lob-
ster roll, which has small bite-sized 
lobster poppers on top of the lobster 
filled sushi. 

Hamachi triumphs in taste and 
presentation, but its environment 
can be a bit too high end. Sumo Su-
shi, located on 1344 N Zaragoza Rd. 
mixes both. They offer about the same 
as Hamachi, but at a more comfort-
able environment. Both places serve 
top of the line sushi at an affordable 
price. Hamachi, however may seem 
a bit more pricey because their sushi 
comes in combos with miso soup and 
salad.

Diner dishes
Elmer’s is a diner located at 6305 

Montana that was established in 

1959 and hasn’t changed much since 
– which is not a bad thing. As most 
diners do, they serve a wide variety 
of food and dinner plates, including 
some Mexican dishes alongside what 
can only be characterized as typical 
American meals standard in most 
diners, making this restaurant an in-
teresting hybrid. The service is fast, 
consistent and always friendly.

 If Elmer’s menu is a bit broad, or a 
place closer to campus is your thing, 
there is always Lucy’s, a small diner 
located at 1305 N. Mesa that is a bit 
more personal.

Pizza places
Pizza is one of the top comfort 

foods in any city. It’s cheap and easy 
to make, so where the real competi-
tion begins is in the taste and origi-
nality – not just in the food, but also 
in the location. Pizza Joint, located 
across from the Don Haskins Center 
at 2900 N. Mesa, offers just that. Lo-
cally owned, Pizza Joint allows for 
customizable pies and features styles 
such as the pepperon-e (the classic). 
Any pizza can be customized for the 
customer as Pizza Joint offers top-
pings like tomatoes, fresh basil and 
Canadian bacon. 

The location is vegan friendly, of-
fering a specific sauce for vegans and 
vegetable options. Café Italia, located 
further down on Mesa, offers a differ-
ent twist. All their pizza is cooked in a 
brick oven, their dough is made fresh 
and mozzarella is made in-house. The 
location is small but inviting with the 
smell of the cinnamon fire filling the 
dining area. The only downside is that 
since it is baked over a fire, the pizza 
can come out a bit burnt. Their menu 
selection is a bit small as well, but it’s 

worth trying everything because of 
the freshness of their product.

Café comfort
Tom’s Folk Café is a fine newcom-

er, located at 204 Boston Ave. right 
around the corner from UTEP. It’s 
a small restaurant that offers up a 
unique style and variety of food and 
drink. Their bacon chipotle brie burg-
er is a notable menu item, as is their 
shrimp brochette appetizer. 

If Tom’s Folk Café is a bit too dinner 
oriented for your café wants, Buon 
Giorno Cafe is a little Italian place 
located at 4727 Hondo Pass. Serving 
up panini, croissant sandwiches, iced 
mochas and salads, Buon Giorno has 
a relaxing and friendly atmosphere 
that customers can enjoy.

Mexican mamba
There is a problem with picking 

the best of the best for Mexican food. 
First off, there are a lot of different 
restaurants of this type popping up 

all over the borderland. The norm for 
these places is service with a smile 
and homemade food. There are a few 
we tend to go to more often. 

For the first, you have to travel a 
ways out into Socorro. El Meson De 
Oñate is located on 9993 Socorro Rd. 
and serves the basic Tex-Mex cuisine. 
The food tends to be pretty consis-
tent and the servers are friendly, but 
the price is what makes this place. A 
three-course meal for three people  
comes out to a little more than $12. 

Doña Lupe, located on 2919 Persh-
ing Dr., has an intimate atmosphere 
and offers quick service with their 
own type of style, unlike most plac-
es in El Paso. The mural on the wall 
gives the location a welcoming feel, 
while the food, such as the chicken 
fajitas, leaves a feeling of warmth at 
the bottom of your stomach.

Henry Arrambide and Krystal Oblinger may be reached at 
prospector@utep.edu.

local

From rock to samba, El Paso’s music electrified

By KRISTOPHER RIvERA
The Prospector

Countless shows and memorable 
experiences headlined the El Paso 
music scene in 2011, from seeing 
Foster the People play at the Low-
brow Palace or witnessing Rush in the 
limelight. This year was also the birth 
of the Neon Desert Music Festival, 
Sun City Music Festival and the open-
ing of the music venue, Tricky Falls.

“I would go as far as saying that this 
past year has been great musically. 
The rise of both Neon Desert and 
Sun City Music Festival brought a lot 

of attention to both the locals as well 
as large scale promoters,” said Felipe 
Talavera, sophomore general studies 
major. “The city in general is trying to 
evolve into a more cosmopolitan and 
chic kind of vibe, rather than the old,  
out-dated traditions that have been 
holding the city back.”

Zach Paul, executive producer of 
Splendid Sun productions and event 
organizer of NDMF, was happy with 
this year in music and the successful 
turnout the festival had.

“I think the driving force and moti-
vation behind it all was really simple: 
we wanted to do something unique 

and awesome in Downtown El Paso,” 
Paul said. “We wanted to do some-
thing El Paso hadn’t done before.”

The Sun City Music Festival was 
another hit in town that left everyone 
in ecstasy after seeing performers like 
Paul van Dyk, Crystal Castles and Ar-
min van Buuren.

The Office of Special Events at 
UTEP was able to bring in big names 
such as Michael Bublé, Rush, Carlos 
Santana and Enrique Iglesias.

“I spoke to Bublé and he loved the 
venue, the fans of El Paso and he said 
he wants to come back,” said Jorge 
Vazquez, executive director of spe-

cial events. “Enrique Iglesias said we 
have the wildest women in the entire 
United States.”

Elizabeth Breceda, sophomore 
psychology major, is happy with the 
stack of shows she has seen this year.

“I’m impressed with the way that 
the music scene here is growing. With 
the opening of the Lowbrow and 
Tricky Falls, it gives artists more of 
an opportunity to play smaller, more 
intimate venues, which is really what 
El Paso needed,” Breceda said. “I per-
sonally loved seeing Foster the People 
at the Lowbrow in March. I think that 
was one of my favorite shows that I’ve 
been to this year.”

Austin Allen, owner of the Low-
brow Palace, said bands and artists 
are ecstatic, impressed and generally 
excited to come back every time they 
perform at his venue.

“I love when the energy between 
the crowd in that room is congruent 
with the band, DJ or artist,” Allen 
said. “Makes for an amazing show 
and as far as improvement, we want 
to reach out to our local bands some 
more to help them gain exposure.”

El Paso is showing a lifeline in its 
music scene. Local talent is earn-
ing its credibility with several bands 
spurring up in popularity such as 
The Lusitania, The D.A., Mexicans at 
Night and Sound on Sound.

“I’m a huge music fan and this year 
really showed me what the music 
scene in El Paso is capable of doing if 
people keep supporting it in the fol-
lowing years.” Breceda said.

Kristopher Rivera may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

RENEE MalOOly / Special to The Prospector
Neon Desert Music Festival had its first concert last april. local bands such as The lusitania, The D.a. and Bulletproof  Tiger 
played, among others.  

KRySTal OBliNgER / The Prospector
Tom’s Folk Cafe is a hole in the wall restaurant across UTEP at 204 Boston ave. 



sports editor
William Vega, 747-7445

November 22, 2011

By DaNiel OrNelas
The Prospector

Despite losing 57-28 against Con-
ference-USA foe Tulsa, the Miners 
still have a chance at a bowl berth 
with a win in the season finale against 
UCF Nov. 25 in Orlando.

A win would give UTEP head coach 
Mike Price a fourth bowl appearance 
in eight seasons with the Miners, 
something no other coach in school 
history has ever done. It could also 
mean back-to-back bowl eligible sea-
sons, the second time that could hap-
pen in the Price era.

“Unbelievable that we still have an 
opportunity to go to a bowl game. 
We win this weekend, we go to a 
bowl game,” Price said. “As badly as 
we played (against Tulsa) and as bad 
as we felt after that game, it makes 
sports what it is to be in this position, 
this late in the season and still have a 
chance to go to a bowl game.”

This will mark only the third meet-
ing between the Knights and the Min-
ers with each team winning at home 
in each of those games.

The last time UTEP traveled to Or-
lando, UCF beat the Miners 36-20 
Nov. 24, 2007. The Miners beat the 
Knights 58-13 in the Sun Bowl Sept. 
27, 2008. The Miners have struggled 
traveling east holding an all-time re-
cord of 0-16-1 in the Eastern Time 
zone.

The Knights are averaging nearly 27 
points per game while allowing less 
than 19 and are outgaining their op-
ponents by over 99 yards per game. 
Despite the statistics, they hold a 4-7 
record and cannot qualify for a bowl 
game for the first time since 2008. 

“They’re a prideful program. They 
have won our conference before, 
they’ve been to bowl games. They’re 
going to play hard and they’re going 
to give us everything they got and not 
take us lightly,” defensive coordinator 
Andre Patterson said. “I guarantee 
you they’re not practicing today say-
ing we got nothing to play for. They 
have a football game and they want to 
get their fifth win.”

UTEP has been outgained by oppo-
nents 94 points to 79 in the first quar-
ter and starting off fast against UCF 
will be a priority for Price’s team.

“They pride themselves in starting 
every game strong and scoring early, 
that’s one of their emphasis. It would 
be nice to meet them head-to-head 
on that, for us to start fast,” Price said. 
“They’re only giving up 18 points a 
game. If we can start fast and get 18 
points in the first quarter, that would 
be good. But I think it’s going to be a 
really close game.”

This could be the last game played 
in a UTEP uniform for 22 seniors, but 

coaches hope emotions are set aside 
for after the game.

“Just go play, don’t get caught up 
in the emotion that this could be the 
last time to ever put a football helmet 
on,” Patterson said. “You deal with the 
emotion of it after the game is over. 
You can get yourself totally drained 
before the game because you’re so 
concerned about not being able to 
play again.”

UCF leads the nation in yards per 
kickoff return averaging just over 27 
yards per return and that will be a fo-
cus for the Miners.

“We’re going to have to be able to 
cover the kickoff much better than we 
did (against Tulsa),” Price said. “But 
we can do that, we can get a plan to-
gether and our players can rise to the 
occasion.”

Senior safety Travaun Nixon will 
miss the rest of the season with a 
PCL injury that he suffered in the loss 
against Tulsa, marking the fifth game 
he will miss this season.

Junior quarterback Nick Lamai-
son is still nursing a groin injury he 
suffered against ECU. According to 
Price, if he can’t return, sophomore 
Carson Meger would make his sec-
ond consecutive start and third of the 
season. Lamaison did participate in 
Monday’s practice while Meger ro-
tated with the starters.

“I’m going to prepare like it, I’m 
expected to play every week so that’s 
the mindset,” Meger said. “Every de-
fense in C-USA is a good defense, 
everybody’s solid. They’re similar to 
Tulsa. They’re pretty base, but they’re 
good at what they do. We have to go 
out there and not make mistakes if we 
want to beat them.”

Daniel Ornelas may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

By William Vega
The Prospector

After a rout of Great West-oppo-
nent Houston Baptist Nov. 19, the 
Miners will turn their attention to the 
UT-Pan American Broncs from the 
same conference Nov. 22 at the Don 
Haskins Center in search of going 4-0 
for the season.

“We just have to get our mind set 
and forget we had that win and focus 
on the next game,” junior forward 
Kristine Vitola said. “You can’t live in 
the past, you have to look to the fu-
ture a little bit.”

The Broncs are 1-2 on the season 
and are coming off a home loss Nov. 
18 to Texas State. Sophomore guard 
LaQuita Garner led UT-Pan Ameri-
can with 19 points as she has all sea-
son. Garner had team-highs of 14 
points in her two previous games and 
is shooting 41.2 percent from three-
point range.

The second-leading scorer, senior 
forward Donna Jackson, is also the 
team’s leading rebounder. She is av-
eraging 9.3 points and 7.3 boards a 
game, but is shooting 29.6 percent 
from the field.

Other than those two players, as-
sistant coach Ewa Laskowska said the 
Broncs are athletic and like to run the 
break. Stopping that is their emphasis 
for this game.

“All of them like to put the ball on 
the floor and drive so that’s an area 
where we focus on. That’s been the 
area that we’ve been working on,” Las-
kowska said. “So that’s driving, tran-
sition offense, transition defense and 
when the ball is in play that is going 
to be huge.”

Where they hurt the most is in their 
low-post presence with only two play-
ers taller than six-feet. That has trans-
lated to an average of 15 points in the 

Bowl eligibility on the line in final game
Football

candie herrera / The Prospector
Sophomore forward Kayla Thornton attempts a shot nov. 19 at the don haskins center.see miNers on page 19

miners looking to go 4-0 against UTPa
Women’s Basketball

jusTin sTene / The Prospector
Senior running back joe Banyard rushes down the field against Tulsa nov. 19 at the sun Bowl. he will be playing his final 
regular season game with the Miners versus ucF nov. 25 in Orlando.
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Defensive-minded SFA 
heads to the Don

Men’s Basketball

By FRAnkiE RODRiGuEz
The Prospector

UTEP will have to wait a week 
before they get a chance to redeem 
themselves from their loss to NMSU 
Nov. 19 when they host Stephen F. 
Austin in a defensive showdown at 
7 p.m. Nov. 26 at the Don Haskins 
Center.

Despite a 1-2 record, the Lumber-
jacks are averaging 66.3 points per 
game, while holding opposing teams 
to 58.3. Stephen F. Austin is holding 
their opponents to 45 percent shoot-
ing and 27 percent from the three. 
The Lumberjacks’ success on defense 
has translated into 10.3 steals per 
game and 2.3 blocks. Leading the way 
with steals for the Lumberjacks is ju-
nior guard Antonio Bostic with 2.7 
per game.

Bostic is one of two starters return-
ing from last year when Stephen F. 
Austin went 18-11 and 9-7 in South-
land Conference. The other returner 
is senior center Jereal Scott who had 
a double-double against UTEP when 
the two met last year Dec. 20 at the 
Don Haskins Center.

Scott finished with a team-high 14 
points and a game-high 15 rebounds 
while shooting 60 percent from the 
field. On this year’s team, sophomore 
guard Michael Perez and sophomore 
center John Bohannon saw action last 
year against the Lumberjacks. Bohan-
non finished with four points and six 
rebounds while Perez had just one 
rebound in six minutes of play. The 
Miners took the meeting 61-52 that 
ended a six-game winning streak last 
year.

This year, it’s Bostic who has taken 
over. Bostic is the leading scorer for 
Stephen F. Austin averaging 16 points 
per game and has three consecutive 
double-digit point games. Texas Tech 
had success against Bostic as they 
only allowed him to score 10 points 
shooting 26.7 percent from the field. 
Only sophomore guard Desmond 
Haymon is averaging double digit 
scoring besides Bostic.

The Lumberjacks have a turnover 
margin of +8 and are causing op-
posing teams to turn over the ball 
23 times per game. They also have a 
positive rebounding margin of four, 
averaging 31.3 per game. Junior for-
ward Jonathan King and junior for-
ward Taylor Smith are the leading 
rebounders at 5.3 per game.

Stephen F. Austin is currently on 
a two game losing streak with their 
most recent loss coming against Tex-
as Tech Nov. 20 in Lubbock. Both of 
their losses have come on the road 
with the first coming Nov. 14 against 
San Diego.

The Miners are coming off a loss 
versus NMSU 89-73 Nov. 12 at the 
Pan American Center. After going 
down 6-0, UTEP fought back to take 
a 27-20 lead in the first half, but were 
outscored 47-35 in the second half. 
The Aggies scored 24 points off turn-
overs and were out rebounded 42-27. 
The rebounding woes also showed 
on the offensive glass, where NMSU 
held a 21-10 advantage leading to 22 
second-chance points.

Frankie Rodriguez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

baSkETball SCORES fROm NOv. 19
men: nmsu 89 uTEP 73                             women: utep 82 HOuSTON baPTiST 53
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simplystated

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – Junior 
Risper Kimaiyo crossed the finish line 
in 25th place, finishing in the top-25 
for the third-consecutive year in the 
2011 Cross Country Championships 
Nov. 21 in Terre Haute, Ind.

“This year’s competition was very 
competitive,” head coach Paul Ereng 
said. “We wanted to bring back two 
All-American awards but we fell short 
of that goal. I am very proud of their 
performance today.”

The All-American clocked in a time 
of 20:12 at the LaVern Gibson Cham-
pionship Course to improve her time 
from last year’s national meet of 
20:16. The Iten, Kenya, native earned 
her third cross country All-American 
honor of her career awarded by the 
U.S. Track and Field and Cross Coun-
try Coaches Association.

Kimaiyo was also named the 2011 
Mountain Region Athlete of the Year 
for winning the Nov. 12 regional 
meet. She won a total of four events 
this year, came in second at the Con-
ference-USA Championships  Oct. 31 
and third at the Notre Dame Invita-
tional Sept. 30.

Junior Elkana Rotich posted a time 
of 32:07 to finish 222nd in the 10K 
race.

He won the Kachina Classic Sept. 
17 in Las Cruces, placed second at 
the C-USA Championships and was 
named to the all-Mountain Region 
team for finishing in 14th place.

Kimaiyo finishes 
25th at NCAA

paint and five second-chance points 
during their two losses.

“They don’t have a lot of height but 
they are very athletic,” Laskowska 
said. “They have a lot of forwards who 
are six-foot, five(-foot) 11(-inches) 
who are very active, so obviously we 
have a little bit more size. We need to 
go inside, but at the same time, we 
have to stay with some very athletic 
forwards.”

Vitola is one player who may be 
able to expose that part of UT-Pan 
American’s game at six-foot four-

inches. Along with the other posts, 
UTEP is scoring 41.3 points in the 
paint and 19 second-chance points 
each game.

“(Rebounding) is getting bet-
ter. We’re getting there,” Vitola said. 
“There’s still a lot to work on that we 
just have to make sure we box our 
man out and go get the ball.”

The Miners feel as if their defense 
is improving, too. After allowing 
NMSU Nov. 16 to shoot 38 percent, 
including 41 from the three, UTEP 
held Houston Baptist to 30 per-
cent from the field and 20 from the 
perimeter.

UTEP is making a quick turn-
around since that game and had only 
one day to review tape on the oppos-
ing team.

“We just have to make sure that 
we stay focused and have a really 
good practice (Nov. 21). Make sure 
we know enough about them (Nov. 
22) to go into the game,” sophomore 
guard Kelli Willingham said. “Com-
petition is competition. Once you hit 
the floor, it doesn’t matter who’s out 
there, it’s time to play.”

In addition to the lack of knowl-
edge of the opposing team, UTEP 
went through practice Nov. 21 with-

out head coach Keitha Adams. She 
was attending the memorial service 
of the late Oklahoma State women’s 
basketball head coach Kurt Budke 
and assistant coach Miranda Serna in 
Stillwater, Okla. The two were killed 
in a plane crash Nov. 17 near Little 
Rock, Ark.

Adams will be back in time for the 

UT-Pan American game.

William Vega may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

minERS from page 19



PAGE20SPORTS THE PROSPECTOR
November 22, 2011
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Music • Football games
Sports channels • TV Screens

Karaoke Night
Fridays & Saturdays
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-2:00AM

Offering 
5 different meals 
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*not valid with any alcoholic purchases

3800 North Mesa Suite D-1 • (915) 313 - 4555

By DAniEl ORnElAS
The Prospector

Despite being a top-three punter 
in average yards all season, junior 
punter Ian Campbell was not named 
one of three finalists for the Ray Guy 
Award Nov. 21.

Campbell is having his best season 
as a Miner in 2011, averaging nearly 
46.4 yards a punt, the third best av-
erage in the nation right now. His ef-
forts made him one of 10 semi-final-
ists for the award, but that was as far 
as his quest for nation’s best punter 
would go.

Campbell missed the cut behind 
Louisiana Tech’s junior Ryan Allen, 
Auburn’s sophomore Steven Clark 
and Oregon’s junior Jackson Rice.

“It is a little (disappointing), but I 
have to look forward and I definitely 
need a couple of more fair catches 
to persuade the Augusta council,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell improved his average 
of 45.1 yards from a year ago, which 
placed him 11th in the country. Of 
the 51 times Campbell punted the 
ball in 2010, 17 were over 50 yards 
and 15 were placed inside the 20-yard 
line.

In 2011, Campbell has punted the 
ball 42 times with 16 of them over 50 
yards and 15 inside the 20-yard line. 
His longest for the season was of 71 
yards against Stony Brook Sept. 3 in 
the season opener, a yard short of 
matching his career long as a Miner 
of 72 against Rice in 2010.

Special teams coordinator Jeff 
Banks said that setting goals for 
Campbell has helped him improve 
his stats over one year and helped the 
team with their goals.

“We want to be number one in the 
nation in net punting and the way we 
can do that is if he punts the ball high, 
far and places it correctly,” Banks said. 
“Last year, he averaged about 45 yards 
per punt and I said, ‘hey, you’re not 
that far behind the leaders if you con-
tinue to work hard for next season’ 
and that’s exactly what he did.”

Campbell played his freshman sea-
son at Mt. San Antonio College, the 

same college that junior quarterback 
Nick Lamaison, junior wide receiver 
Mike Edwards and junior offensive 
lineman James Martin attended the 
last two years. Campbell came to 
UTEP in 2010 and had to endure an 
adjustment to the Division-1 level. 
One year later, he feels he has finally 
found his niche.

“Last year was kind of my getting 
used to Division-1 playing with all 
these crowds, playing in hostile envi-
ronments,” Campbell said. “This year, 
it’s just me getting into a rhythm. I’ve 
gotten into a pretty good rhythm this 
season and I’m just trying to ride it 
out throughout the rest of the season.”

Fellow kicker and freshman Steven 
Valadez, who also serves as punter, 
feels like the competition among the 
kickers have helped the play of the 
special teams.

“Ever since I got here, I remember 
coach Banks talking about compet-
ing, especially at (Camp) Socorro. 
I felt like I made both (Campbell) 
and (junior kicker) Dakota (Warren) 
work a lot more compared to last year 
that they didn’t really have any com-
petition,” Valadez said. “He worked 
his butt off at Socorro and it’s how 
hard work pays off. He’s just someone 
I look up to. Hopefully I can do the 
same thing in years coming.”

Banks said Campbell’s confidence 
has allowed him to be more consis-
tent and place the ball where he needs 
to, which has helped in coverage.

“We’re a directional punting team 
and that’s not easy to do. Most guys 
can just walk down the middle and 
punt it down the middle as far and as 
high as they want,” Banks said. “He’s 
doing this, leading the country most 
of the year being as successful as he’s 
been and having to directional punt. 
Our coverage has been phenomenal 
because of his ability.”

Campbell said he worked on his 
technique throughout the offseason 
and has seen the improvement he’s 
made. Being named a semi-finalist is 
something he’s aware of but he’s try-
ing to keep his focus on the games 
and not the award.

Daniel Ornelas may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Punter’s journey ends as semi-finalist
Football

filE PHOTO
Junior punter Ian Campbell boots the ball away during a game at the Sun Bowl 
this year. 
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